REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


^LLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3 


833  01393  7286 


()  F 


ROBERT  AND  ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN  STUART 
AND  THEIR  CHILDREN 
1819-1864 

With  an  Undated  Letter  Prior  to  July  21,  1813 

INTRODUCTION  B Y 

HELEN  STUART  MAC  KAY- SMITH  M  All  LA  IT 


VOLUME  TWO 


J 


PRIVATELY  PRINTED 


1  9  6  1 


« a* 


79  9975  6 


I 


>  * 


»• 

■».  7 


* 


.'i  '  i 


1  *  . 


$T*‘ ’'Ixkgt* 

■  * 1  ■{ 1 1 59  v; ! 

c*!1  v  't’frifi 

iL  ^ 

1 

jj’gv  ‘5 

9/ 

ELIZABET1 I  E.  STUART 

From  photograph  owned  by  Helen  Stuart  Marlatt 


;  V\<  '  i  i  i  1J1 A  .)  t 


©  HELEN  STUART  MAC  K  AY-  S  M  IT  II  MARL  ATT  11)61 
Library  of  Congress  Catalog  Card  Number:  G1-17  pti 


Printed  in  the  United  States  of  America 


>:if /  1».  )r.l2  L -u  .  J  ni  li  ii'ii 


» 


> 


7/ 


:  C‘ 


V,  J 


CONTENTS 


VOLUME  ONE 


( ienealogy 


)acing  page  ix 


I  ntroduct  ion 
l  hidated  letter  prim 
1819-1848  . 

.849.  .  .  . 
1850  .... 

1  85  1  . 

i 852  .... 
'*53  •  •  • 


to  July  21,  1814 


pac;k 

ix 

1 


lb 

*3 

170 

-\5° 

•15° 


VOLUME  1  WO 

'  *54 . 

1  *55 

1856  . 

1  *57 . 

1 858  ........ 

1  *59 . 

1860  . 

1861  .  . 

1862  . 

1863  . 

1864  . 

1865  . 

1 866  . 

1 876  . 

Chronology . 


1’ AO  E 

579 

683 

7°9 
77- 
*3* 
8*j  1 
920 

9-4 
97° 
979 
1  °°3 
1 008 
1010 

1()15 

1021 


1  4\  ■  '  <  JO  / 


ov:  1  '  1/  107 


- 


PV<* 


iHOI 
<■ !1" 


.  aw. 


IWI 


a-8 


ygoIonoirlO 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


VOLUME  ONE 


Robert  Stuart  . . 

frontispiece  V ol.  1 

“Old  Uncle”  David  Stuart  . 

FACING  1’ AGE 

2  o 

Mouse  in  Detroit 

. 14 

Robert  &  Elizabeth  Stuart  . 

.  .  .  .  68 

Kate  Stuart  Baker . 

.....  8.i 

Mary  Stuart  Turner  Sc  “Tommy”  . 

100 

Robert  Stuart  Jr.  &  John  Stuart 

.  .  .  .  1 8o 

Robert  Stuart  Jr . 

.  .  .  .  436 

VOLUME  TWO 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart 

frontispiece  Yol.  2 

Ellen  Cairns  Stuart  Sc  Virginia  Stuart 

FACING  PAGE 

....  586 

David  Stuart . 

(j8° 

H  /[  O  I TAJI  T<!  J\IJ  I 


l  1.1  /  •  'V.‘  '■  <<  [\ 

iiculZ  i'  )doM 

1  ’L  c:  ^l>ah 

i.  ui>a  tu  omjuH 

J  ici n<t  /fi9cfs»siiH  '}  fiixioJJ 

j  '  on.  >i 

y  itnul  liiiurt  yiM 

ov;  r  ai/iiKiov 


.iiiUJ?  Mni;- tiV  vt  n*iiJi8  emi<  0  it. 

ftWiC  IxVfiCI 


1854 


Spezia. 

Dear  Father:—  Jan'  2,i’  ,8.r>l 

It  appears  a  very  long  time  since  I  have  heard  from  America.  The 
date  of  my  sister’s  last  letter  was  October  and  during  the  period  of 
one  year  and  three  months  I  have  only  received  two  letters  from  you. 
I  do  not  wish  to  complain,  father,  or  urge  you  to  write  against  your 
will,  still  I  feel  il  you  would  cull  from  memory’s  store,  remembrances 
of  past  years,  when  you  like  your  child  were  a  traveller  in  foreign 
lands,  you  would  remember  with  what  eager  hands  you  broke  the 
seal  to  peruse  loved  words  from  home,  and  you  would  feel  for  me, 
and  ni)  heart  would  be  gladdened.  Soon  it  would  not  be  a  task  but 
a  pleasure  for  you  to  write  me. 

I  he  Cumberland  is  still  in  Genoa  but  will  soon  return  to  this 


place.  The  Commodore  is  I  think  a  little  disappointed  that  he  does 
not  receive  as  much  attention  as  formerly.  1  Ie  is  so  exceedingly  mean 
and  close  and  has  made  himself  really  conspicuous.  For  example,  in 
the  course  of  eight  days,  he  changed  to  five  different  hotels,  hoping 
each  one  would  be  cheaper  than  the  last.  Then  he  attempted  to  burn 
his  own  candles,  bringing  them  over  from  the  ship,  but  was  stopped 
by  the  Custom  I  louse  officers.  In  Italy  you  hire  a  suite  of  rooms,  then 
charges  are  made  for  everything  extra,  for  instance,  three  francs  for 
breakfast,  five  for  dinner,  three  for  a  basket  of  wood,  and  one  franc 
for  each  candle. The  Commodore’s  candles  are  allowed  on  board  ship, 
as  they  belong  to  our  Government,  and  so  cost  him  nothing.  The 
same  is  true  of  his  wood,  which  was  also  brought  ashore.  It  is  true 
he  saved  seven  or  eight  francs  a  day,  but  still  as  the  Commander  of 
our  Mediterranean  forces  it  looked  badly,  besides  last  winter  he  did 
not  return  any  of  the  civilities  he  had  received.  An  effort  was  made 
for  a  ball,  but  as  the  Commodore  refused  to  have  champagne,  or 
any  wine,  the  officers  refused  to  share  expenses. 

1 1  is  family  have  recently  come  over,  and  since  their  arrival  Miss 
Stringham  has  become  engaged  to  a  Mr.  Creighton  master,  on  board 
her  father’s  ship.  They  will  probably  be  married  before  returning 
to  the  United  States. 
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Regarding  business  transactions,  father,  I  copy  a  few  lines  received 
bom  my  husband  this  morning.  “I  have  been  with  the  Purser  to  call 
on  Messrs.  Grant  Belfour  &:  Co.  1  hey  tell  me  as  lollows,  that  by  get¬ 
ting  a  draft  at  Messrs.  A.  C.  Ross  ire  Co.  in  New  York,  upon  them 
(Grant  k  Co.)  here,  we  will  save  from  three  to  six  per  cent;  that  is, 
the  rate  of  exchange  is  not  so  high  between  New  York  and  Genoa  as 
between  New  York  and  London.  Then  again  we  save  the  commis¬ 
sion,  which  we  now  pay.  Grant  k  Co.  arc  agents  of  Baring  Brothers 
K:  Co.  Perhaps  Duncan  I  hompson  S:  Co.  can  also  draw  upon  Gibbs 
&  Co.  here,  if  so  we  save  also  the  commission  as  in  the  other  case. 
Will  you  please  Father  enquire  about  this.  The  percentage  and  com¬ 
mission  eat  up  so  much  that  even  fearing  you  may  be  displeased  I 
venture  to  trouble  you.  On  my  last  letter  of  credit  for  too  Pounds, 
Gibbs  Sc  Co.  paid  me  2461  francs,  or  492  french. dollars  equal  to  $.jG6 
American  dollars,  for  which  you  paid  $500.  1  am  so  sorry  to  trouble 
you.  Father,  but  you  will  agree  with  me  in  thinking  if  possible  the 
six  per  cent  is  as  well  in  my  pocket  as  in  the  Bankers. 

I  wish  I  could  write  you  dear  Father  a  letter  full  of  pleasing  inci¬ 
dents,  but  I  live  so  very  retired  that  my  letters  must  necessarily  con¬ 
tain  but  little  of  interest,  unless  1  speak  of  my  children,  who  are  the 
pride  not  only  of  their  parents,  but  of  the  entire  neighborhood. 

Willie  is  my  little  Scotchman,  and  a  hardy  beautiful  I  lighlander 
he  is,  with  his  beautiful  long  eyelashes,  and  curls.  Jennie  is  bright 
and  so  ladylike  that  to  quote  from  Queen  Adelaide,  “she  woidd 
grace  any  Court,”  and  as  for  my  little  Italian  boy  with  eyes  as  bright 
as  the  blue  sky  above  him  I  just  long  for  you  to  see  him.  I  know 
Father  you  laugh,  and  think  this  a  fond  mother’s  praise,  but  wait 
until  you  see  them,  and  perhaps  even  a  grandfather  will  be  proud. 

The  Carnival  has  commenced.  On  Sunday  a  Dutch  admiral  gives 
a  bal  masque;  which  of  course  I  will  not  attend.  If  it  was  not  on  Sun¬ 
day,  I  should  delight  to  quietly  seat  myself  in  a  logo,  and  watch  the 
ball.  The  Italians  say  the  Dutch  are  a  species  of  ugly  Americans. 

The  “Saranac”  has  not  yet  reached  this  port.  When  last  we  heard 
of  her,  she  was  in  Mahon1  awaiting  repairs  previous  to  sailing  for 
Constantinople.  The  Commodore  has  been  much  annoyed  at  her 
delay,  it  being  the  only  steamer  he  has  in  his  Squadron. 
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(live  much  love  to  mother.  I  do  so  wish  to  see  her.  If  she  was  ill, 
I  could  tell  her  so  many  funny  things  to  amuse  her.  Every  day  l  think 
with  much  love  of  you  all,  and  often  wonder  if  it  is  the  same  with 
all  those  I  loved,  and  that  not  a  day  passes  away  that  the  wanderer  is 
forgotten. 

1  will  write  to  Jessie  as  soon  as  I  receive  a  letter  from  her. 

Jennie  and  Willie  send  much  love  to  Grandpa,  and  Grandma. 
Remember  me  kindly  to  Mr.  Willis,  and  believe  me  with  much 
allection  your  loving  daughter.  Ellen  Stuart 

1  Port  Mahon,  capital  of  Minorca,  one  of  the  Balearic  Islands. 


Feb.  8,  1  <15  j 
Spezia 

Many,  many  thanks,  dear  Father,  I  hasten  to  return  for  your  affec¬ 
tionate  and  welcome  present.  The  Cumberland  had  just  arrived, 
and  with  my  heart  lull  of  delightful  plans,  1  ran  to  the  shore  to  meet 
Boh,  that  together  we  could  read  your  kind  letter  and  share  a  mutual 
pleasure.  I  had  been  so  anxious  not  to  return  to  America  without 
seeing  something  ol  Italy,  and  we  had  been  planning  how  1  might 
spend  next  summer  in  Florence,  during  the  ship’s  cruise,  but  had 
almost  given  up  the  idea  as  being  too  extravagant  for  our  purse, 
when  your  kind  affectionate  and  generous  letter  was  received,  and 
now  Bob  says  1  shall  go;  and  enjoy  Florence,  sight  seeing,  &c.  The 
ship  will  remain  here  six  weeks  or  more,  the  Commodore  wishing 
to  await  the  arrival  of  the  store  ship  and  expecting  dispatches  from 
Washington. 

Bob  wishes  me  to  thank  you  in  his  name  for  your  kindness  towards 
us.  1  le  is  writing  to  Dr.  Lockwood,  U.S.N.  who  has  been  residing  in 
F  lorence  for  the  past  year  to  give  us  all  information  regarding  apart¬ 
ments,  expenses,  &:c.  A  few  days  before  the  ship  sails,  to  be  absent  six 
months,  1  will  start  for  Florence,  the  Paris  of  Italy.  After  the  sum¬ 
mer’s  cruise,  the  Commodore  is  anxious  to  return  to  America  im¬ 
mediately  so  as  to  avoid  going  on  our  coast  during  the  winter. 

Our  plan  then  is  this:  for  Bob  to  apply  through  David  Stuart  to 
be  detached  from  the  Cumberland,  with  two  month’s  leave,  and  join 
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the  next  Squadron,  and  then  try  to  be  ordered  on  board  some  ship 
whose  time  for  returning  will  be  the  following  year.  During  the  two 
months  Bob  could  accompany  me  to  Naples,  Pompeii,  Rome  &c.  My 
greatest  pleasure  dear  Father  will  be  to  see  you  all  again,  indeed  it  is 
with  a  hard  effort  1  make  up  my  mind  to  remain,  still  as  we  are  out 
here  in  Italy,  where  there  is  so  much  to  improve  and  interest  (an 
opportunity  which  I  can  feel  grateful  is  offered  to  me)  1  think  it  is 
best  to  remain,  and  by  so  doing  1  hope  my  husband  makes  his  last 
cruise  in  a  steerage.  Will  you  dear  Father,  upon  receipt  of  this  write 
me  your  views,  whether  you  prefer  my  returning  to  America,  or 
think  best  for  me  to  do  so,  I  will  immediately  change  my  plans,  and 
return  before  the  severity  of  the  winter. 

The  much  talked  of  “St.  Louis’’  (Captain  Ingraham)  arrived  in 
Genoa  day  or  two  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  Cumberland.  The 
people  were  prepared  to  make  quite  a  demonstration  in  favor  of 
Commodore  Ingraham  and  his  officers ,  but  as  the  Commodore  was 
averse  to  this,  fearing  it  might  occasion  some  difficulty  between  the 
Austrians  and  Sardinian  governments  and  threatened  that  in  case 
anything  of  the  kind  being  done  he  would  at  once  order  the  St.  I  .ouis 
to  sea,  they  waited  until  t he  Flagship  had  sailed,  when  invitations 
were  immediately  sent  to  Capt.  Ingraham  and  his  officers  to  an  ele¬ 
gant  dinner.  These  invitations  were  of  course  declined.  The  Na¬ 
tional  Guard  then  came  off  in  boats  with  two  bands  of  music,  after 
which  too  boats  filled  with  flowers,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  came  and 
presented  the  Captain  with  a  beautiful  crown  of  flowers,  and  to  each 
officer  a  magnificent  wreath,  and  to  each  man  a  large  bouquet.  So 
Father  you  can  judge  what  is  thought  of  Captain  Ingraham  and  his 
officers  here  in  Italy,  as  well  as  their  feelings  which  are  evidently 
Republican. 

Captain  Ingraham  is  a  very  modest  plain  man,  and  hates  all  this 
humbug,  as  he  calls  it,  but  his  reputation  is  that  of  a  firm  bold  and 
chivalrous  officer. 

The  St.  Louis  is  expected  here  tomorrow.  I  cannot  yet  tell  you 
Father,  what  luck  I  had  with  my  draft,  or  rather  bow  1  am  to  dispose 
of  it.  Upon  consulting  the  Purser  today,  he  told  me  to  ascertain  from 
Roisscr  Sc  Co.  New  York  upon  what  terms  they  will  give  you  a  draft 
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at  short  sight  on  Grant,  Bel  four  &  Co.  Genoa,  or  Grant  Moro  &  Co. 
Leghorn.  By  so  doing  you  save  the  exchange  between  New  York  & 
London.  But  you  have  taken  much  trouble  already  Lather,  and  say 
that  you  have  enquired  of  several  friends,  so  I  feel  sure  that  your 
arrangements  are  the  best,  and  hope  you  will  not  take  any  more 
trouble  about  it. 

Bob  is  well  acquainted  with  Cass  our  Minister  in  Rome,  and  he 
no  doubt  would  show  us  every  attention,  indeed  an  American  ollieer 
is  an  object  of  respect  throughout  Italy,  although  as  Tuscany  is  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  Austria,  they  are  exceedingly  strict  in  examin¬ 
ing  passports,  baggage,  S:c.  Even  after  being  admitted  within  the 
gales  it  becomes  requisite  to  obtain  permission  to  remain,  or  in  other 
words  to  report  our  arrival  to  the  Police.  During  the  time  1  am  in 
Florence  I  shall  endeavor  to  improve  mysell  in  Italian,  for  it  is  only 
in  1  'uscany  you  hear  the  language  beaut  ifnlly  spoken  in  all  its  purity. 

1  have  lately  been  reading  N.  P.  Willis’1  “Summer  Cruise  in  the 
Mediterranean  on  board  an  American  Frigate.”  I  presume  you  know 
Father,  that  while  in  Europe,  he  was  invited,  by  the  ollieer  of  the 
IJ.  S.  Flagship,  Commodore  Patterson,  to  make  a  cruise  through  the 
Mediterranean.  He  was  highly  delighted,  spoke  most  complimen¬ 
tary  of  our  American  oflicers,  and  writes  a  book  full  of  interest.  I 
quote  his  last  few  lines:  “To  the  gallant  Ship.  To  the  warlike  world 
within,  to  the  decks  1  have  so  often  promenaded,  and  the  moonlight 
watches  I  have  so  often  shared,  to  the  groups  of  manly  faces  1  have 
learned  to  know  so  well,  to  the  hammock  in  which  l  swung,  and  slept 
so  soundly,  and  last  and  nearest  my  heart,  to  the  gay  and  hospitable- 
mess  with  whom  for  six  happy  months  I  have  been  a  guest  and 
a  friend,  whose  feelings  I  have  learned  but  to  honor  my  country 
more,  and  whose  society  has  become  to  me  a  painful  want— to  all  t his 
happiness  1  am  bidding  a  heavy  hearted  farewell.  Luck  and  I  leaven’s 
blessings  to  ship,  and  Company.” 

I  live  very  comfortably  dear  Father,  and  feel  very  happy  and  grate¬ 
ful  for  all  the  opportunities  of  improvement  which  arc  olfered  me, 
and  often  in  my  happiest  moments  a  secret  whispering  reminds  me 
of  obligat ions  due  to  you,  and  my  darling  mother.  Should  we  live  to 
meet  again  dear  Father,  I  will  interest  you  many  a  long  hour  by  de- 
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scribing  scenes  oi  ancient  glory,  and  dwelling  on  reminiscences  of 
past  splendor.  I  will  carry  you  back  to  ages,  Sc  centuries  long  past, 
even  to  the  time  when  our  blessed  Saviour  honored  the  world  with 
his  presence. 

I  was  interrupted  dear  Father  by  the  entrance  of  Admiral  String- 
ham,  he  has  just  arrived,  and  soon  sails  for  America,  another  Captain 
being  sent  to  fill  his  place. 

I  received  a  letter  yesterday  from  Jessie,  she  mentions  positively 
a  X  which  you  seem  to  doubt  dear  Father.  1  will  write  to  her  very 
soon,  and  hope  she  will  be  more  fortunate  than  upon  the  last  similar 
occasion. 

I  received  both  of  your  letters  this  morning  and  will  write  as  soon 
as  my  plans  are  more  fully  established. 

I  think  the  Commodore  will  probably  remain  at  this  place  two 
months.  He  encountered  very  severe  storms,  coming  from  Mahon, 
and  having  all  his  family  on  board,  feels  I  think,  inclined  to  remain 
quiet  for  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

Give  much  love  to  mother.  My  little  baby  says  two  words  "Latte”, 
I  believe  for  milk,  and  “si”  for  yes.  1  do  so  much  wish  you  could  see 
my  children.  I  know  Father  you  would  feel  proud  of  them.  Two  of 
the  officers  have  just  called  to  take  them  on  board  ship,  and  they  are 
dressed  so  sweetly,  that  I  consider  them  the  greatest  ornament  to  our 
Frigate. 

Bob  sends  much  love  to  you  all.  Excuse  these  last  hurried  lines, 
dear  Father.  When  the  ships  are  in  port,  1  am  constantly  interrupted, 
and  your  welcome  letter  must  be  answered  by  the  first  mail.  Believe 
me  dear  Father  your  affectionate  daughter.  jr  ^  g 

(Note  on  letter: 

Received  by  Win,  E.  Cairns  March  8th  just  one  month  in  transit.) 

1  N.  P.  Willis  was  the  brother  of  Richard  Willis,  who  had  married  Jessie  Cairns 
the  sister  of  Ellen  Stuart. 

„  Corpus  Cln  isti1  March  1 8,  1854 

My  dearest  dearest  Mother- 

Your  letter  of  March  5  has  just  been  handed  me,  you  cannot  imag¬ 
ine  the  emotion  caused  in  my  heart  when  I  see  your  hand  writ  ing, 
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I  feel  more  closely  bound  lo  you  than  ever,  I  feel  now  that  1  am  more 
to  you  than  any  other  8c  that  beside  you  1  have  little  else  that  l  love. 
We  wept  over  your  letter— the  Dr.  knew  you  better  than  1  did,  he 
said  he  dreaded  to  hear  Irom  you,  for  he  knew  how  disappointed  you 
would  be  in  the  change  of  our  plans,  but  I  believed  that  your  heart 
was  so  bruised  that  you  would  not  care  but  that  quiet  would  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  you— but  mother  1  am  satisfied  of  one  fact  8c  that  is  that 
the  heart  of  a  Christian  never  grows  cold— &  that  alllictions  do  not 
harden  the  heart  as  it  does  the  heart  ol  the  sinner. 

We  leel  very  badly  at  this  change  in  our  plans— but  do  not  see  how 
we  could  help  it— the  Dr.  does  not  feel  prepared  to  resign,  out  ex¬ 
penses  are  increasing  last— 8c  the  expenses  of  living  are  tremendous- 
still,  mother,  had  you  only  written  8c  expressed  your  feelings  we  cer¬ 
tainly  would  have  gone  on.  Were  the  Dr.  a  robust  healthy  man  1 
would  have  left  him  at  the  time  of  our  deep  allliciion,3  but  1  never 
dare  go  I  mm  him,  for  always  fear  some  evil  may  befall  him.  We  have 
a  great  deal  to  think  about  when  the  subject  of  resigning  comes  up, 
Ido  not  believe  that  the  Dr.  or  the  children  would  enjoy  good  health 
in  the  winter  at  the  North.  I  fear  that  I  would  be  a  martyr  to  Salt 
Rheum,  1  have  not  had  it  since  I  left  Detroit— but,  ()  mother,  il  you 
would  or  could  come  to  us— your  health  I  know  would  be  good— All 
say  that  the  summer  climate  here  is  the  most  delightful  in  the  world. 
You  might  only  visit  us  Sc  stay  till  you  get  tired.  Mother  if  you  died 
with  us,  you  should  be  taken  back  to  Detroit,— that  dear  little  baby 
too  would  be  so  well  here.'  You  come  to  New  Orleans  Sc  there  take 
a  fine  steamer,  8c  come  to  this  place  in  two  to  three  days.  Poor  dear 
Mr.  Baker,  1  love  him  as  1  would  a  dear  dear  brother,  he  was  ever 
the  kind,  affectionate  respectful  husband  R:  his  desire  to  have  his 
children  brought  up  in  their  mother’s  church  makes  me  love  him 
more  than  ever,  not  only  because  /  love  that  same  church,  but  be¬ 
cause  it  proves  how  deep  was  his  affection  8c  respect  for  her.  1  have 
a  very  long  letter  from  her  written  upon  that  subject  8c  think  I  will 
copy  it  Sc  send  it  to  him,  it  may  help  to  strengthen  his  resolves.— I 
doubt  not,  as  he  says,  he  has  trials  that  we  know  not  of— his  father  8c 
family  of  course  cannot  feel  as  he  does5— His  dear  precious  children, 
how  very  dear  they  will  ever  be  to  us— they  are  as  dear  to  me  now  as 
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my  own,  I  long  to  hear  of  them,  Sarah’s  letter  pleased  me  particu¬ 
larly  for  she  described  each  one  so  that  I  felt  that  1  could  see  them  — 

I  shall  write  them  regularly,  that  they  may  not  forget  me— &  my  poor 
dear  brother  I  will  not  neglect,  What  a  lonely  home  for  him  to  go  to. 

O,  mother,  I  wish  that  I  could  feel  as  you  do,  you  say  you  do  not 
grieve— 1  think  you  are  mistaken— that  Kate  had  a  hard  life  in  one 
sense  is  true,  she  had  her  children  very  fast,  &  had  not  the  strength 
to  do  as  she  would  do,— that  she  was  happy  I  am  sure,  &  that  she  is  at 
rest,  1  am  equally  sure— 1  do  not,  Re  never  shall  fully  realize  her  death 
—I  know  she  is  dead,  &  O,  1  miss  her,  1  feel  that  she  loved  me  R:  was 
my  friend— I  could  speak  to  her  of  anything  &:  everything,— nothing 
ever  interests  me  that  1  do  not  desire  to  write  her— It  is  well,  mother, 
that  we  are  to  be  away  from  the  children,  for  we  could  never  see  them 
corrected  by  another— it  would  break  our  hearts,  right  or  wrong,  I 
should  want  to  defend  them.  1  hope  Mr.  Baker  will  not  too  entirely 
turn  them  over  to  others— for  persons  occupying  the  position  they 
will,  will  love  one  R:  not  another,  when  all  may  be  lovely  or  good  in 
a  different  way.  You  I  suppose  would  spoil  them  Re  so  would  1 ,  1  could 
not  even  see  one  of  my  own  children  speak  an  unkind  word  to  1  hem. 
l)o  they  realize  their  loss,  or  have  they  like  other  children  lorgotten 
their  mother?  Dr.  says  I  must  stop,  the  boat  is  about  10  start,  but  1 
will  write  you  by  next  mail— Bob  will  leave  il  nothing  prevents  by 
next  month— I  hope  you  have  sent  the  money  to  Frany’s  brother’s 
ere  this. 

Dear  dear  little  Bobby—0  R:  can  it  be  that  he  too  must  leave  us, 
dear  little  fellow  I  fear  that  even  now  his  days  on  earth  are  ended— 
O  that  the  call  may  be  sanctified  to  dear  Dave,  then  we  can  say,  it  is 
well,  even  so  father,  for  so  it  seems  good  in  thy  sight.  Dear  mother 
do  not  talk  of  sending  things  to  Kitty  because  you  think  we  shall 
never  meet  again — such  an  idea  would  break  my  heart— Mother  il 
you  were  to  die  R:  I  away  lrom  you  1  never  could  forgive  myself,  I 
have  always  felt  sure  that  you  would  live  to  be  old  as  Ma  a7— Is  there 
no  good  likeness  ol  Kate,  do  not  send  me  a  bad  one,  but  I  do  so  much 
want  something  that  looks  like  her,  but  send  me  by  express  the  like¬ 
ness  of  the  boys  R:  one  more  recent  ol  John,  one  ol  yoursell,  Sc  a  piece 
of  Kate’s  hair. 
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All  well,  goodbye,  love  to  all.  If  dear  Hobby  yet  lives,  kiss  him  for 

Aunt  Mary.  Dr’s  best  love,  ,7 

lour  ever  all ect. 

Mary 


1  On  Nov.  27,  1833  Dr.  Turner  had  been  ordered  to  report  to  Corpus  Christi, 
Texas,  to  serve  as  Medical  Director  and  Medical  Surveyor  of  the  Department.  He 
arrived  there  Jan.  8,  185.). 

-Original  Letter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Duntanoor  Clark. 

3  The  three  deaths  of  Kate  Stuart  Baker,  Oct.  j,  1833,  of  "Old  Uncle"  On.  18, 
i8.-,3  and  of  John  Stuart  on  Oct.  27,  1853  hail  brought  great  sorrow  to  all  members 
of  the  family. 

1  After  the  death  of  Kate  Stuart  Baker,  her  mother,  Elizabeth  Stuart,  came  to 
Morristown  and  took  the  little  baby,  Kate  Stuart  Baker,  with  a  wet-nurse— "Maria”— 
back  with  her  to  Detroit.  The  baby  stayed  with  her  grandmother  until  in  July  1836, 
after  her  father's  second  marriage  to  her  aunt,  Mary  Stuart  Turner,  which  had  taken 
place  April  18,  183G,  little  "Kitty”  returned  to  the  Morristown  home. 

r-  The  Bakers  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

0  Robert  Stuart,  eldest  son  of  David  Sc  Sarah  Benson  Stuart,  born  June  23,  1 8 ] 3, 
who  was  seriously  ill  in  Detroit,  and  died  April  22,  185.J. 

‘Mary  Stuart  Turner’s  maternal  grandmother,  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan,  who  was 
almost  83  when  she  died  Sept.  28,  18.17. 

March  25,  1 85  j. 

The  first  efforts  of  my  pen  from  beautiful  Florence  I  dedicate  to 
you  my  loved  parents,  wishing  them  to  participate  with  me  the  pleas- 
use  of  foreign  life.  On  the  first  of  March,  1  bestowed  a  parting  look 
at  the  snow  capped  mountains  of  Spczia— wandered  again  in  memory 
through  some  of  her  wooded  paths,  and  soon  found  myself  approach¬ 
ing  the  far  famed  mountain  of  Garara.  Fancy  cannot  picture  a  more 
magnificent  sight,  the  clear  white  marble  sparkling  like  silver  under 
the  rays  ol  the  sun.  My  little  ones  exclaimed  with  delight,  while  1 
endeavored  to  explain  to  them  that  such  great  works  were  the  works 
of  God  only.  After  spending  two  hours  very  agreeably,  visiting  the 
principal  studios,  &c,  we  started  for  Pisa.  Our  travelling  carriage  was 
handsome  and  commodious.  The  coachman  had  broad  gill  bands  on 
cap  and  sleeves.  A  Postillion  was  on  the  leading  horse,  with  blue 
jacket  and  red  collar,  and  long  legged  boots.  Finding  the  long  wind¬ 
ings  of  the  mountain  tedious,  my  husband  and  l  concluded  to  walk, 
occasionally  running  off  to  look  into  some  immense  quarry,  &  look- 
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ing  below  see  the  carriage  winding  slowly  along.  Ii  took  us  about  live 
hours  to  cross  the  mountains,  and  my  first  vicwol  Pisa,  with  its  Lean¬ 
ing  Lower  was  hy  moonlight.  Early  the  next  morning  we  started  to 
visit  the  Cathedral,  and  Dtiomo,  upwards  0!  :>ooo  years  old  It  Idled 
my  mind  with  wonder  at  the  greatness  ol  past  ages.  Its  immense 
bronze  doors,  silver  altar  and  steps.  Galileo’s  lamp  from  which  the 
idea  of  time  or  rather  the  pendulum  was  taken.  Supported  by  three 
tieres  ol  bronze  figures,  were  chapels  formed  ol  precious  stones— 
immense  columns  and  statuary  of  the  finest  Parian  marble— all,  all 
speaking  of  the  wealth  and  greatness  of  past  centuries. 

We  then  wound  our  way  to  the  top  of  the  Leaning  Lower.  It  is 
impossible  not  to  feel  afraid  while  there.  You  feel  as  il  it  might  topple 
over  at  any  moment.  You  examine  with  interest  its  dilferent  supports 
preferring  being  on  the  opposite  side  from  which  it  ini  lines.  There¬ 
fore  after  giving  a  hasty  glance,  at  the  beaut  il  ul  scene  below,  and 
writing  my  name  among  thousands  of  others,  1  hastily  descended 
quite  happy  when  I  again  set  foot  on  “terra  lirma.”  As  they  are  very 
particular  at  the  boundary  line  ol  Tuscany,  my  husband  dressed 
himself  in  lull  uniform  even  to  his  sword  and  belt  depending  upon 
the  honor  of  an  American  officer  (and  the  aid  of  a  live  franc  piece) 
they  allowed  11s  to  pass  without  even  opening  a  trunk. 

Since  my  arrival  in  Florence,  1  have  devoted  a  part  of  each  day  to 
sight  seeing,  but  were  I  to  tell  you  a  quarter  of  all  that  I  have  seen 
that  is  beautiful  you  would  tire  with  my  letter.  Therefore  I  content 
myself  with  mentioning  only  a  few  points  of  interest.  First  we  visited 
the  Palazzo  Pitti.  The  residence  of  the  Grand  Duke,  which  contains 
a  very  extensive  library,  and  also  a  far  famed  gallery  consisting  of 
sixteen  immense  halls  and  vestibules  filled  with  chefs  d’oevres  of 
the  Italian  School,  its  magnificent  marble  floors,  its  frescoed  walls, 
and  ceilings  of  an  immense  height  filled  with  paintings  and  statuary 
of  exquisite  workmanship  arc  well  deserving  the  admiration  of  all 
lovers  of  art.  Titian’s  Magdalene,  painted  by  him  in  his  old  age,  I 
believe  is  considered  the  gem  of  the  gallery.  Adjoining  the  palace  of 
the  Grand  Duke  are  the  Boboli  gardens  Idled  with  grottoes,  stat uary, 
groves  of  orange  trees  and  all  that  is  beautiful.  This  is  the  playground 
of  my  children,  Mr.  Maquay  (our  Banker)  kindly  having  obtained  a 
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permit  to  that  effect,  which  they  show  to  the  guards  at  the  gate. 

Another  place  of  great  interest  is  the  Galleria  degli  Ullizi,  where 
1  have  passed  five  mornings,  with  book,  studying  each  old  original 
picl tire,  and  still  have  twenty  four  immense  halls  urging  me  onward. 
In  this  gallery  is  the  celebrated  “Venus  de  Medccis”  found  in  an  an¬ 
cient  villa  at  Tivoli.  The  Cacine,  or  Hyde  Park  of  Florence,  where 
the  nobility  and  wealthy  display  their  elegant  equipages,  extends  lor 
about  two  miles  along  the  Arno.  You  drive  around  the  grounds  and 
stop  among  hundreds  of  other  carriages  to  receive  the  smiles  and  bon 
mots  of  your  friends,  listen  to  the  enlivening  band,  and  receive  the 
offerings  of  the  picturesque  flower-girls. 

The  Cumberland  in  company  with  the  steamer  Saranac  sailed  yes¬ 
terday  for  Naples.  The  Commodore’s  family  with  many  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  ol  both  vessels  have  been  spending  the  last  ten  days  in  Florence, 
we  making  in  all  quite  a  display  of  naval  forces.  Every  day  was  de¬ 
voted  to  pleasure  and  there  were  invitations  for  almost  every  eve¬ 
ning,  but  as  neither  bob,  nor  I,  are  fond  of  Balls,  we  only  attended 
two. 

Mr.  Maquay  called  to  see  me  yesterday,  saying  that  his  wife  had 
left,  for  England  to  visit  a  son  in  the  Navy  or  she  would  have  taken 
pleasure  in  giving  me  a  party  to  introduce  me  among  their  circle  ol 
friends.  1  hey  arc  wealthy,  and  during  the  winter  months  entertain 
in  very  princely  style. 

1  have  formed  many  agreeable  acquaintances  here,  among  whom 
1  mention  Mr.  and  Mr.  Abbott  Lawrence  Powers-White-  I  weedy- 
Alexanders,1  and  many  others  from  whom  I  have  received  many 
kindnesses. 

I  had  a  long  letter  of  two  sheets  yesterday  from  mother  Stuart.  She 
writes  rather  sadly  saying  that  in  her  lonely  home,  she  has  often 
missed  my  brave  heart. 

I  hope  dear  father  and  mother,  will  not  tire  you.  I  have  wished  to 
interest  you  in  my  present  home,  for  dear  as  is  loved  “Clifton”2  to 
your  daughter,  she  must  find  pleasure  in  other  scenes. 

With  many  kisses  from  my  little  darlings,  &  love  to  all  (&  1  urge 
again  dear  parents  more  frequent  letters),  believe  me  among  all  the 
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changing  scenes  first  in  my  heart  is  the  remembrance  of  loved  ones 

at  home.  Ever  your  affectionate  daughter. 

7  b  Ellen  E.  Stuart 

1  Mr.  Alexander  was  a  painter.  The  daughter,  Francesca  Alexander,  was  a  poet. 
She  wrote  many  hymns. 

-  Clifton  was  the  Cairns’  place  at  Roslyn,  Long  Island. 


Detroit,  April  3,  1854 

I  told  you ,  dear  Son ,  that  you  could  not  get  on  without  me!!!  You 
did  not,  with  me,  lose  a  glove!  altho  set  one  side  as  suj)eranuated.  In 
my  own  conciet,  I  am  worth  your  whole  party,  &  Bridget  in  bargain 
—The  Boat  will  not  be  here  until  Monday,  1  will  follow  it  up— 

I  rejoice  to  hear  that  you  had  reached  the  Carrs  all  well,  1  feared 
our  blessed  Looly  was  going  to  be  sick— 

I  have  been  really  ill  for  two  days,  unable  to  sit  up  since  you  left— 
I  am  to  night  much  better— 

This  morning  poor  Copeland  called  Sc  pd  his  $  100— one  day  last 
week  his  poor  Mother  fell  from  her  chair  in  a  lit  of  Apoplexy,  was 
found  burnt  to  death— She  lived  alone,  except  two  hired  Men  Sc  a 
Woman— Was  industrious  Sc  a  sincere  Christian— poor  Copeland 
feels  it— She  would  not  live  with  her  children,  but  visit  among  them; 
8:  had  only  left  his  house  four  weeks,  where  she  had  been  six 
months— 

Looly’s  frock  could  not  have  been  in  the  Basket— It  wotdd  not 
have  held  it— he  had  no  frock  left  out— He  had  his  new  one  on,  his 
other  which  I  designed  to  dress  him  for  Bond  Street,  was  in  the 
square  Blk  Trunk— No  Wearing  Apparel  was  loose— Except  your 
Black  Carpet  Bag— Everything  was  packed  for  Morristown— In  that, 
were  children’s  Stockings  Sc  Bombazine  Capes— All  my  nice  Rolls, 
Cake,  Chickens,  See— to  have  been  thrown  over  Board!! 

I  like  my  new  Man  very,  very  much— Nattelle’s  Brother— 

3rd  April— The  above  I  finished  late  Saturday  Night,  sent  Peter 
early  this  A.M.  for  Basket  &:  Eork;  all  safe,  shall  have  it  to  night— 
I  would  not  send  you  this  only  I  must  go  to  Sarah’s— I  spent  all  day 
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yesterday  there— I  fear  clear  Bobby’s1  hour  is  at  hand— he  has  had  an 
other  dreadful  night— 

Your  kind  considerate  attention  from  N.York  excited  my  love  k 
gratitude— 1  have  followed  you  every  step  of  the  way  &:  rejoice  that 
I  may  now  think  of  you  all,  well  k  at  home— I  have  been  anxious 
about  Looly— I  am  glad  that  he  pleased  your  Father— Pray  give  my 
love  to  your  Mother,  with  my  gratef ul  acknowledgement  ol  her  kind¬ 
ness,  kind  regards  to  your  father  &  Mrs.  Griffin— If  Miss  Rockwell  is 
with  you,  give  her  my  love— Fell  her  the  house  feels  very  “big”  with¬ 
out  her— 

Poor  Lavinia,  1  think  of  her  all  the  time— I  trust  her  dear  child 
may  improve  by  change  of  air— I  cannot  hear  the  thought  of  my 
John’s  wife  being  pitched  about  for  a  shelter,  nor  shall  she  be,  while 
God  gives  me  the  power  to  prevent  it— Were  he  living,  1  should  be 
doing  for  him  from  time  to  time,  and  dead,  his  precious  legacies  only 
stand  in  his  place— Satan  got  possession  of  me,  in  making  me  feel  that 
her  parents  thought  me  a  fool,  k  meant  to  drive  me  into  a  position, 
where  my  Irish  blood  refused  to  he  driven— 1  he  Blessed  Gospel  pre¬ 
cepts  are  better  than  all— Still,  1  am  not  willing  that  her  family  shall 
feel,  that  any  tiling  is,  of  a  right —Pride! 

On  Saturday  Marvin  pd  $50— Our  weather  is  severely  cold— Preci¬ 
ous  Lamb  Kate"  is  our  bright,  our  delighting  one,  lor  two  days  she 
evidently  M  issed  the  family,  she  was  sad,  would  look  around,  put  up 
her  lip,  R:  seemed  to  be  afraid  of  every  one  but  Maria;  but  yesterday 
and  to  day  she  seems  recovered  &  springs  k  laughs  at  Elizabeth  R: 
myself— She  is  in  perfect  health— 

Mrs  Clarke  is  very  unwell,  her  husband  k  sister  arc  very  anxious 
about  her— her  Son  is  a  fine  healthy  child— 

Sarah  &  M  iss  Benson  are  quite  well— The  children  improving,  but 
show  that  they  have  had  a  Shaking— Johnny3  inclines  to  lie  in  bed, 
he  gets  about  up  stairs— 

My  love  to  my  blessed  children— Grand  Mother  wishes  she  could 
kiss  them  k  say  good  night  &  good  Morning  to  them— 1  grieve  that 
1  did  not  pack  Mary’s  Music— I  shall  send  it  by  Miss  Benson— Make 
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Mary  clean  her  teeth.  She  does  not,  nor  will  not  teel  the  importance 
of  it  until  too  late— 

In  haste,  with  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son, 

,  Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Robert— David’s  son,  born  June  113,  18-13— Died  April  22, 

2  Rate  Baker’s  baby  Rate,  who  was  left  with  her  grandmother. 

:1  John— born  Jan  j,  1817— Dav  id's  boy. 


Detroit,  April  7,  1 85  \ 

Dearly  loved  Son— 

I  snatch  a  few  minutes  from  dear  Bobby’s  dying  bed  to  thank  you 
lor  your  kind  attention  8:  briefly  notice  yours  ol  .ph  ins.— For  the 
three  last  days  we  watched  his  every  breath,  as  the  day  we  'Tele¬ 
graphed  David  his  sufferings  from  his  throat  have  been  most  excru¬ 
ciating,  he  takes  no  nourishment,  but  a  swallow  ol  Water— some¬ 
times  a  little  Gin  or  Wine  in  it  — 

I  need  not  say  how  deeply  my  heart  sympathizes  in  your  heartfelt 
loneliness  in  all  your  sorrows,  in  all  your  disappointments,  how  ar¬ 
dently  I  wish  I  had  the  strength  and  health  I  once  had ;  1 1  should  the 
remainder  ol  my  days,  be  given  to  those  dear  children— I  am  now, 
oidy  as  a  foot  out  ol  joint,  and  painfully  feel  myself  an  incumber- 
ancc  every  where,  but  in  my  own  house— 

I  am  distressed,  yet  hoping  about  the  ring— When  I  packed  her 
things,  I  missed  that,  and  part  of  the  Set  which  Mrs  Lycll  gave  her, 
I  mentioned  to  you  about  the  latter  and  you  told  me  that  it  was  with 
other  things  of  the  kind  in  a  Box  in  your  room;  which  confirmed 
what  Mary  had  told  me  that  same  morning,  on  asking  her  where  her 
Mother’s  Gold  Thimble  and  diamond  Ring  were,  she  said,  “Fa  has 
got  them,  Mother  always  kept  them  in  that  little  Box  on  the  table 
in  her  room”— This  made  me  feel  easy —Now,  I  fear  it  has  gone  with 
much  other— Kate  Benson  says  she  never  saw  Kate  wear  it,  knows  if 
she  had,.s//e  would  have  noticed  it,  So  that  I  think  or  hope  probably 
you  may  yet  find  it  stored  in  some  careful  part  of  that  Box— I  did  not 
take  an  article  of  my  precious  one’s,  except  her  two  Jos  of  Scissors, 
with  which  she  had  executed  so  much,  to  me  they  were  too  sacred 
to  fall  into  common  hands,  8: 1  feared  that  they  might,  even  through 
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the  dear  children,  who  arc  too  young  to  appreciate  such  things,  and 
1  wished  her  two  eldest  daughters  to  have  them,  ever  giving  Mary 
the  choice.  When  I  am  gone,  they  will  be  found  Marked  in  my 
Trunk— 

I  am  grieved  to  hear  of  my  precious  Eliza— Oh,  may  their  health 
he  precious  in  the  sight  of  their  Heavenly  Father— on  Him,  dear 
Son,  “cast  till  your  care,  he  carcth  for  you”— 

Yes,  1  am  sure  you  will  write  me  regularly— You  must  remember 
there  is  a  terrible  void  with  me,  as  well  as  yourscll— 

Our  little  Angel  Kate  is  sweeter  than  ever,  all  animation,  Maria 
as  good  as  ever— &  Baby  has  two  beautiful  teeth!  1  his  accounted  lor 
her  growling,  snarling  moments— not  crying— Our  weather  is  becom¬ 
ing  more  settled,  and  then  we  shall  ride  out  every  day— 

O  ... 

I  am  iu  the  midst  of  house  cleaning— 1  am  told  l)r  Dull,  with  Mr 
Pattison  of  Chicago,  passed  through  our  City  to  the  East,  he  having 
gone  to  Chicago  by  S.R.R.— So  1  suppose  he  had  left  Phila:  bclorc 
my  note  reached  him— 

1  have  just  reed  a  letter  from  Mary— Will  you  have  a  good  copy  of 
the  Daguerreotype  taken  and  send  it  to  her?  Also,  have  some  ol  her, 
&  some  of  John’s  hair,  put  in  a  genteel  Mourning  pin,  &  send  it  by 
Mail  to  Mary— &  charge  me  with  it— 

Exc  use  my  desultory  manner  of  writing,  but  1  must  close— Hawley 
has  pd  $  i  25— El  died  pd.  feo-Copcland  $ioo-I  wrote  to  Whiting 
-he  answers  “C.C.G.  Has  no  funds  in  their  hands  k  he  will  not  be 
able  to  pay  any  thing— he  is  a  ruined  Man!— When  all  things  are 
settled  (for  1  am  now  in  midst  of  housecleaning)  1  shall  always  wi  ite 
to  the  children— Tell  them  how  dear  they  are  to  Grandmothers 
heart,  notwithstanding  her  being  obliged  sometimes  to  reprove  them 
-Kiss  them  all  for  me  and  if  possible  do  not  let  my  precious  Boy  for¬ 
get  his  Gan  Ma— 

With  much  love  to  you,  ever  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Love  to  Mrs.  Stites  k  hers-Mrs.  Taylor’s  R:  hers.  K.  and  1  are  well— 
Children  well— 


toe 
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Detroit,  April  i  <»th,  1854 

My  blessed,  my  afflicted  Son— 

1  o  say  that  your  sad  letter,  drew  tears  from  my  eyes,  or  that  you 
have  my  heartfelt  sympathy,  avails  nothing,  but  my  heart  is  full  of 
what  can  I  do  to  soothe,  or  ease  your  sorrows”— Gladly  would  I  go 
to  you,  but  you  only  know  in  part,  what  a  shattered  Reed  1  am,  I 
should  only  become  a  burthen— 

My  precious,  dear  little  Eliza!  I  feared  from  those  inllamatory 
appearances  about  her  face  and  neck,  her  want  of  appetite  &  fret  ful¬ 
ness,  that  disease  was  lurking  in  her  system— I  wish  Miss  Rockwell 
could  have  stayed  longer  with  you— Truly  yours  is  a  dark  hour— 
When  you  left,  1  thought  the  three  youngest  ought  to  have  been  left 
with  me,  I  knew  that  you  had  not  the  slightest  conception,  of  what 
was  before  you— I  dared  not  speak  because  it  would  look  like  a  want 
of  inspect  for  your  judgement— II  you  can  manage  it,  had  you  not 
better  send  Looly  back  by  M  iss  Rockwell?— at  least  for  the  Summer — 
Dear  Son,  the  presence  of  any  one  in  the  position  of  M  iss  I  la)  den, 
will  be  irksome— No  sympathy!  not  the  least  congeniality!!  Only  an 
evil  which  must  be  endured— If  you  say  so,  I  will  come  to  you  im¬ 
mediately  k:  bring  Maria — Or  wait  until  Miss  Rockwell  arrives, 
which  will  be,  I  suppose  on  Saturday,  and  leave  all  under  her  super¬ 
vision  &  come,  8c  stay  until  Eliza  is  well,  8:  then  bring  her  back  with 
me— I  will  do  any  thing  that  1  can,  to  try  to  ease  you— Not  comfot  t— 
dear  Son,  all  that  is  over— In  1  leaven  alone,  or  rather  in  Christ  alone, 
you  now  can  find  it— the  utter  loneliness,  terrible  desolation  is  only 
known  to  them  who  have  passed  through  the  ordeal— You  are  kind, 
do  write  me  as  often  as  you  can,  while  my  precious  one  is  ill — 

Only  think,  of  my  never  saying  one  word  of  Judge  D’s  sweet,  truly 
prophetic  verse.  Oh,  when  I  realize  that  on  Earth  I  shall  never  hear 
that  sweet  voice,  nor  see  that  loved  face,  nor  read  from  her  blessed 
hand  an  other  letter— My  heart  throbs  as  if  it  would  burst  its  tene¬ 
ment,  and  I  weep  aloud— Sell,  hateful  self,  is  crushed  with  grief,  but 
when  I  think  of  her  labors  ended,  her  victory  won,  with  composure, 
with  entire  submission,  Aye,  with  perfect  acquiescence,  I  say,  “Thy 
precious,  blessed  Will  be  done”— Oh,  what  a  void  she  has  made! 

Ever  since  you  left,  I  have  been  in  a  rush,  I  wished  to  get  the 
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house  cleaned  Sc  settled  for  Dr  Dull— All  carpets  up— Curtains  down 
See  Sc  1  must  go  to  our  dying,  sulTering  Sonny,  whom  we  watched  for 
three  nights  8c  days  for  dying,  could  not  speak,  could  not  swallow, 
scarcely  breathe— Good  Mrs  Brewster  was  every  thing  to  us— in  Midst 
of  all.  I  must  be  most  violently  attacked  with  one  of  my  severest  old 
attacks  of  Asthma,  which  kept  me  in  bed  two  days— I  am  now  quite 
over  it,  and  am  better  than  1  have  been  in  six  weeks— 

1  must  try  Sc  give  you  a  cheerful  side  of  the  picture  in  an  account 
of  my  second  performance— you  remember  I  promised  you,  that  no 
more  such  scenes  should  ever  occur  as  the  night  of  terror,  when  1 
would  not  open  the  door  to  you—' The  night  you  left,  1  made  Eliza¬ 
beth  bring  her  bed  in  the  small  room  adjoining  mine,— And  told 
her,  whenever  1  was  ready  to  have  her  come  in,  I  should  ring  the  Bell 
for  her— Accordingly  things  have  gone  on  comfortably  Sc  peacefully 
—every  night,  I  have  felt  thankful  that  1  had  no  fear  See— 

After  1  came  from  Chh.  last  night,  I  sat  down  to  read,  Sc  soon  re¬ 
membered  that  I  was  detaining  Elizabeth  too  late,  &  begun  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  bed— When  nearly  ready,  the  very  same  turn  of  the  Nob  of 
the  door!  as  that  terrible  night  occurred— not  at  all  alarmed,  l  spoke 
aloud— “Not  yet,  Elisabeth,  but  come  in  two  minutes”— I  got  in  bed 
and  after  wait  ing  fully  a  qr.  of  an  hour,  finding  that  she  did  not  come, 
1  rang— still  she  came  not— Now  I  got  alarmed— I  Hew  to  my  door, 
locked  it  Sc  tore  at  the  Bell  Sc  never  ceased  to  ring  until  from  fear  Sc 
cold  I  was  so  exhausted  that  I  feared  I  should  not  have  strength  to 
scream— I  llew  to  the  window  for  by  this  time,  my  fertile  immagina- 
tion  killed  Sarah,  Elizabeth  Sc  Bridget— Man  of  course  not  about,  S: 
1  was  alone— Maria  all  locked  outside,  but  I  was  afraid  to  go  to  her 
for  fear  of  being  caught  on  the  Gallery— I  screamed  for  “Miss  Sib¬ 
ley”1  Sc  just  at  that  moment,  at  the  same  moment  their  light  disap¬ 
peared  from  four  parts  of  their  house,— and  here  again  my  brain  was 
active  as  Mary’s— I  thought  the  same  set  were  prowling  in  their 
premises  as  in  mine— I  screamed  and  soon  got  them  all  up— But  as 
with  you,  I  would  not  open  a  door,  1  told  them  I  dared  not  leave  my 
room  but  bended  them  to  knock  at  the  Basement  window  &  the  Cook 
would  let  them  in  through  that— There  stood  Miss  S— 8c  Miss  1  row- 
bridge  Sc  Mr  Sibley  in  a  hard  pelting  rain,  arguing  with  Sarah  that 
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thc'y  must  get  in  to  me,  Sarah  thinking  it  was  gank  of  wic  ked  ones, 
answered  “You  gain  no  admittance  here”— at  length,  she  began  to 
undei stand,  that  1  was  in  terror,  locked  in  my  room,  &  that  I  had 
been  ringing  for  an  hour  and  none  came  to  me— 

1  hey  got  into  the  Castle,  the  noise  aroused  Miss  Bridget  &:  Eliza- 
beth,  who  after  having  attempted  to  come  in  my  room,  thought  they 
would  throw  themselves  across  a  bed  until  my  bell  rang!!!  They  as 
much  ten  died  as  1 ,  looked  rather  sheepish —  1  lie  Man  no  noise  could 
rouse— he  had  been  awake  the  whole  of  the  two  preceding  Nights 
uitli  gi eat  suflei  ing  from  a  Boil  in  his  Neck — &.•  now  was  buried  in  a 
death  like  Sleep— 

I  told  the  ladies  my  performance  with  you,  &  my  promise,  never 
again  to  do  so— but  now  I  made  no  more  promises— "Miss  Sibley, 
when  I  get  frightened,  I  shall  scream  for  your  household”— 

Next  week  Miss  I  rowbridge  is  to  be  married  to  Lieut.  Rodgers 
IJ.S.N.  k  in  one  Month  the  second  sister  to  Willie  Wilkins-Mrs 


Clarke  is  alarmingly  ill  with  Irrisypelas,  they  are  obliged  to  get  a 
Wet  Nurse  for  Baby— He,  poor  fellow,  feels  very  sadly—' 

And  now,  dear  Son,  I  must  tell  you  how  I  saved  my  credit  with 
Dr  Dull— Carpets  up— Bobbie  dying— I  was  told  that  Dr  Dull  and 
Mr  Pattison  had  arrived— I  was  petrified!— Hour  after  hour  passed 
—Not  one  sound  from  so  big  a  Gun— Tribune,  and  not  one  word, 
and  no  more  until  last  Night,  Meantime  /  putting  all  the  force  1 
could  muster  to  get  things  in  order— Last  night  1  asked  Mr  Did:  If 
Dr  Dull  had  been  in  the  City,  Yes  only  for  two  hours,  he  and  a  Scotch 
divine,  Dr  Pattison,  passed  hurriedly  through  on  their  way  to  Cin¬ 
cinnati!!  So  they  passed  My  k  Mr  Duffield’s  letters,  they  came  the 
Southern  road,  k  designed  not  to  stop  any  where  but  at  Cincinnati— 
“He  must  be  in  Edinburgh  on  ist  Prox.  to  attend  Gcnl  Assembly”— 
He  seemed  amazed  at  our  extensive  Country— Never  expected  to  see 
it,  but  after  addressing  a  large  concourse  in  Glasgow  last  Autumn, 
a  Mr  Stuart  ol  Philadelphia  grasped  his  hand  and  said,  Sir,  you  must 
visit  the  IJ.  States,  and  allow  me  to  be  your  Banker!!!  So  here  he  is  k 
has  visited  all  our  Cities,  k  Mr  Stuart  bears  all  expenses  until  he  is 
landed  again  on  Scotland’s  shore— 

Dear  Son,  do  not  scold  at  illegible  writing — "It  is  whereunto  I  can 
attain”— 
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Strange  to  tell,  Bobbie  has  revived— eats  cream  &  crac  ker,— throat 
well  8:  is  cheerful! 

A  kiss,  with  my  best  lore,  to  my  precious  Mary,  Bessie,  Eliza,  R: 
Looly— Tell  the  girls  they  must  write  me— My  love  to  Mrs  Stiles  8: 
family,  Bond  Street,  all  with  thanks  to  your  kind  Mother  for  her 

Book— Mrs  Taylor,  tell  her  Kate  8:  Sarah  are  well,  children  doing 

> 

finely— 

Mary  says,  “Mother,  I  beg  you  will  not  forget  to  send  lTaneyV 
Brother  the  money  she  wishes  sent’’!!  Of  this,  1  know  nothing— 

1  have  tired  you  8:  I  fear  done  myself  no  good— With  much  love 
to  you,  dear  Son,  8:  earnest  prayer  day  by  day  that  God  may  comfort 
you  8:  guide  8:  preside  over  your  family,  ever  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Our  Angel  Kate  is  in  line  health  8:  has  never  worried  any  more 
with  her  teeth  than  when  you  were  here— for  a  few  days  she  missed 
you  all  so  severely,  that  her  cry  when  she  would  come  in  the  room 
was  most  piteous— It  has  all  blown  over  8:  she  is  truly  joyous— 


1  The  Sibleys  lived  next  door  to  the  Stuarts. 
-  Frany  was  Mary  Turner’s  maid. 


..  i  o  Detroit,  April  17,  i8rvi 

My  very  dear  Son—  1  '  •  1 

1  have  all  the  unsettled  restlessness  of  a  child,  altho  you  have  been 
so  kindly,  so  affectionately,  attentive,  in  writing— I  was  sadly  disap¬ 
pointed  in  not  getting  a  letter  from  you  to  day,  but  as  no  news  is  good 
news,  I  hope  all  is  going  on  as  pleasantly  as  circumstances  can  admit— 

In  thinking  of  the  Ring,  I  am  sure  you  will  find  it— Do  you  not 
remember  my  coming  to  you,  to  report  the  Pin  belonging  to  the 
Lycl  set  gone?  You  do  not  think  it  possible,  that  either  you,  or  I, 
could  have  interested  ourselves,  in  so  intrinsically  a  valueless  thing, 
as  that,  and  not  taken  special  care  of  her  valued  (on  more  account 
than  intrinsic  value)  Ring!  Beside,  I  spoke  to  Mary,  of  that  and  her 
Gold  thimble,  she  said  “Mother  always  kept  them  in  that  Box  on  the 
Cabinet  behind  her  door’’— Last,  tho  not  least,  you  told  me  that  you 
thought  you  would  put  her  ring  8 :  hair  in  the  vault  of  the  Bank— lor 
that  the  house  Might  be  burned  &c— Where  did  you  put  your  papers? 
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\ou  must  know,  that  you  would  not  have  left  the  Ring  where  a  Ser¬ 
vant  could  have  touched  it-lf  you  put  it  loosely  with  the  Silver  in 
the  basket,  I  fear  you  will  never  see  it  again,  but  rely  upon  it,  it  was 
ne\  ei  stolen  ft  oin  your  own  premises— Admit  ting  you  might  have  not 
thought  of  it,  when  putting  her  things  away,  you  would,  the  moment 
I  named  the  pin!  Another  thing  which  convinces  me  you  took  care 
of  it— 1  found  a  small  stone  wrapped  in  paper  among  her  things  and 
said  to  Mary  “Your  Mother  valued  this,  by  the  care  she  has  taken  of 
it  .—  Oh  yes,  Grandmother,  I  will  carry  it  to  father,  it  belongs  to” 
-I  forget  what,  but  a  pin,  or  ring,  or  something-Search  your  canis¬ 
ter  of  papcrs-Did  you  put  her  hair  in  the  Rank?  If  not,  look  in  your 
Secretary  where  you  kept  the  hair— 

I  have  had  a  siege  of  Asthma  but  am  better,  still  very  nervus- 
Mary  has  never  real  a  Daguerre— 1  enclose  her  letter  to  shew  you 
what  she  says— 

1  o  the  astonishment  of  every  one— Bobbie  we  hope  is  getting  well 
-he  is  better  than  he  has  ever  been  in  any  of  his  changes— Children 
all  well — Miss  B — 1  8c  Sarah  well  8;  in  fine  spirits — 

Cards  arc  out  for  Miss  Trowbridge  and  Lieut.  Rogers,  IJ.S.N. 
Married  To  Morrow  Niglu-Next  Month  Mr  Trowbridge’s  second 
daughter  to  Willie  Wilkins— 

Our  beautiful,  strong  healthy  joyous  Kate  has  two  teeth,  which 
shew  well  when  she  laughs— 

Roe  is  building  &  begged  to  have  $150  more  so  as  to  make  the 
Mortgage  $700—1  saw  Farrand,  he  says  he  can  do  nothing— Walker 
says  Garrison  property  must  all  be  sold,  and  then,  1  will  get  my  due— 

I  am  rejoiced  and  deeply  thankful  to  learn  from  Mrs  Taylor  how 
kind,  attentive  and  affectionate  k  efficient  Miss  Hayden  was  with  my 
pi ec tons  little  patient  Lamb — Oh,  how  I  dwell  on  those  dear  chil¬ 
dren:  my  blessed  Looly;  Son,  if  it  will  relieve,  or  comfort  you,  to  have 
Eliza,  k  Looly  come  with  me  until  they  are  older,  say  the  word,  and 
I  will  come  immediately  for  them— dear  Miss  Rockwell  never  speaks 
of  him  without  tears— She,  with  me,  sends  a  kiss  for  them  all,  with 
our  heart’s  warmest  love.  She  has  just  come  in  k  brought  a  little 
Kettle  for  Looly,  which  she  will  send  by  Miss  Benson— 

Will  you  buy  that  Mother’s  Reward?  Your  Mother  sent  it  to  111c, 
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it  is  a  grand  Hook,  for  old  &  young,  write  in  it,  “Eliza  Wardwcll 
Baker  from  Grandma  Stuart”— &  with  my  love,  beg  Mary  one  day 
&  Bessie  another,  to  read  one  letter  aloud  each  day,  to  Eliza,  all  being 
present— I  know  dear  Eliza  will  be  delighted  with  it— 

Dear  Son,  can  you  read  my  scrawl?  Please  give  my  love  to  dear 
Mrs  Stitcs— all  at  Mrs 'Taylor’s— &  always  at  Bond  Street— 

My  kindest  respects  to  Miss  Hayden,  with  much  love  to  you,  from 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

1  Miss  Benson.  E.E.S. 

April  22,  1 85  ] 

My  loved,  my  blessed  Son  — 

I  need  not  tell  you  how  my  heart  was  cheered  with  your  kind  let¬ 
ter— Truly  1  am  rejoiced  that  my  blessed  Eliza  is  convalescent  Jv  that 
darling  Looly  is  himself  again— and  that  all  things  are  as  pleasant  as 
they  are— 

Son,  my  believed,  my  a  111  icted  one,  do  not  look  for  happiness  in, 
nor  out  of  your  home.  She  who  was  your  tenderer  self  has  left  you 
to  walk  alone— here  rest— In  Christ  you  will  find  peace— you  & 
Earthly  happiness,  the  joys  of  some  are  severed— Now  your  happiness 
will  consist  in  making  others  happy— 'This  you  are  doing— You  have 
opened  a  pleasant  genteel  Christian  home  for  two  of  God’s  poor 
helpless  friendless  homeless  little  ones,  made  a  cheerful  Christian 
happy  fireside  for  your  Motherless  little  ones,  and  the  smiles  of  Cod’s 
reconciled  countenance  is  yours,  Jv  a  blissful  immortality  awaits  you 
when  God  has  done  with  your  services  here— My  dailv  prayer  is  that 
God  will  be  the  guide  &  Father  of  your  household  seal  you  all  for 
his  service  here  that  you  may  reign  with  him  in  Eternity— 

Our  little  Sufferer1  has  entered  his  rest!!  Yesterday  he  was  unusu¬ 
ally  cheerful,  a  delightful  day  induced  us  to  take  him  riding,  which 
he  enjoyed  exceedingly— took  a  refreshing  nap  after  he  came  home- 
hut  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  commenced  coughing  Sc  continued 
very  restless— Sarah  sent  me  word,  that  he  had  passed  a  bad  night  & 
that  she  thought  I  had  better  come  down— he  seemed  quite  ill— Yet 
the  dear  child  was  grieving  to  think  he  could  not  again  ride,  the 
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weather  was  to°  unfavorable— When  I  got  there,  I  saw  a  great  change 
tlie  cold  sweat  of  death  was  upon  him,  and  he  evidently  very  much 
exhausted— he  said  but  little-through  the  night  he  had  made  Sarah 
“Say  '“^  prayers”  three  times,  and  made  Miss  Benson  read  from  the 
hpis.  Prayer  Book  a  little  “Prayer  for  a  sick  child’ -lie  lay  in  this 
state  all  day,  until  about  8  o’clock  when  he  sweetly  &  calmly  slept— 
I  have  just  got  home,  and  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  &  my  own  shat¬ 
tered  health  must  plead  lor  my  shameful  scrawl— 

Our  precious  household  pet,  Kate,  is  the  life,  the  bright  Spot  ol 
otu  house— She  is  so  smart,  so  healthy,  so  uncommonly  animated, 
that  it  makes  me  sometimes  sad-I  think  she  is  one  of  the  little  ones 
sent,  to  cheer  us  for  a  season,  but  will  soon  be  called  home-other 
two  teeth,  are  just  through!!  Oh,  she  is  beautiful— Do  you  know,  I 
sometimes  only  for  a  minute,  catch  myself  saying,  "Oh,  if  her  Mother 
could  only  sec  her!!!”  Do  not  give  yourself  one  moment’s  thought 
about  her,  for  if  I  am  unfaithful  to  my  trust,  Maria  is  every  thing 
that  we  could  wish-Thc  blessed  child  perfectly  idolizes  her-Shc 
has  rigged  her  little  carriage  &  every  fair  day  she  rides  out -as  yet 

the)  have  been  rare— We  have  had  the  same  tremendous  storms  that 
you  have— 

Poor  Sarah  Sc  Miss  Benson  arc  well,  but  heart  stricken— Kate2  is 
a  dear  valuable  girl— the  other  children  are  well— &  you  would  be 
surprized  to  see  how  bitterly  they  take  the  loss-johnny  is  really 
broken  down— 


You  got  the  papers  I  sent  you  with  Capt.  Canfield’s3  death— Mrs  C 
—told  me  all  winter,  he  was  going  to  New  Jersey,  upon  that  busi¬ 
ness,  Sc  he  put  it  oil— At  last  he  determined  to  go— &;  from  the  time  he 
arrived  there  he  was  chilled  to  comfortlessness  &  longed  to  be  home 
—He  arrived  on  Saturday— unwell— On  Monday,  cold,  damp,  East¬ 
erly  wind— no  over  Coat  nor  shoes— He  went  with  his  Men  to  the 
Oat  den  Sc  spent  the  whole  ol  that  &:  Tuesday  in  the  Garden— On 
Wednesday  he  complained  of  pain  in  his  side,  and  sent  for  Dr  Pitcher 
—he  kept  up  until  1  hursday,  when  he  was  too  unwell,  Kj  kept  his 
bed— the  disease  progressed  rapidly  until  Saturday  when  a  stupor 
came  on,  which  lasted  12  hours— (She)  almost  distracted,  retired  in 
the  next  loom,  &:  only  prayed  ardently  that  God  would  convert  him 
&  seal  him  as  his  own— While  praying,  she  heard  his  voice,  she  sprang 


/ft  AT  V  \  \  Tft  K'VY  /.  <>'”> 


,  uiibji  ,ii*  I ,  rntU  log  I  fiofW-aWuio*  Inn.ooi.nv*  iwiiro  * 
b,,„  yn,  y|m:>hi/0  ul  bur.  .mill  oo<j»>  d»j,  h  k>  iim«  W<»  wli 
>  -Jl,  m  yrl  night  nl)  flg»J  iirfi  »ln  1  <*  **-  bjiwh* 

ii, ! |  UKVfl  i)  t  ./u^l  V. \A  sUl.l  txi.i  -HM.f  -Ol.ij 

,  ,-h  iti  i;l  jf!  Mir!  >  J  >i*  mol  •  r(t. i  ‘  ‘hid  *;  <oo  i  r»vcr  i  •*«'{- 

_ luili.j  £  >/U  3tl  riortvr  bm /o  8  Mums  ! >  mu  ,/i 

Iuj, r  j!u  i:ut.  <m  ml  Lol-f  vm  sx  flj ir/jil  bj i  U 

,  1  >'J  1  ■  ; 1 1 ( 1 1 1<  ,lno.mi  Ol  u  t  .(?!■'  '•  '  *  JffiHti  O  41  !>ll2~«UOfl  10O 

)(K>  ,h)il  fl»  !o  >uo  ?i  atfejlimh  I  !  ■ /.mm'omo.am  e'duti  u  Juli 

2140  ,m»;  ml.  Y«b  lid  (WJ  :  !i  .  >*'  bjggil  w«l 

j  -Jli  .  -1  »;  )i  •  u  Mi  if:  'I  (I  I:///  *JiK  002  •  ..  -ft  %  »  I(ul  I 

-nvrob  naioid 

i  u.i  h  uoi  diiolut.-ooi  U  Ur  b  utf  ad  *rafb  mini: 

jfli  oi  i  >M  aid  ilj lv*r  Jr  >vf  >o,i  m.i  noD  mo  oif-b.dw  ylw 

f,(V  u  ,b  )  Ofli  ri  boll T  jKiIt  k*  aiorlw  arh  fincfl  *  ) 

Mfl  itj/uio  blnow  i»oi)  )iidi  yl Jiiol  f»J  i  >Y«Jtrf  ykio  >:  ,tnooi  m  »  adi 


STUART  LETTERS 


(jo  1 


to  him  &  seized  his  hand  (Pitcher— Russell  Sc  Dr  Stuart  were  there) 
S:  said  aloud,  “Dearest,  do  you  know  you  are  going  to  leave  11s?”  1  le 
said  calmly,  “Yes”— “Oh,  tell  me,  are  you  willing?”  “Yes,  if  it  be 
God’s  will”.  “But  are  you  prepared?”  “1  hope  so— My  trust  alone  is 
in  Christ”— “But,  dearest,  do  you  feel  that  Jesus  is  your  friend?"  “Oh, 
yes”— “But  do  you  know  how  great  a  sinner  you  are?  Have  you  seen 
&  felt  this?”  “Oh,  yes,  fully”.  “Do  you  know  me— do  you  know  these 
gentlemen”  “Yes,  my  love”  (taking  her  hand)”  1  know  you— and  Dt 
Pitcher  Sc  all”— She  was  so  overjoyed  that  she  knelt  down,  Sc  Dr  Rus¬ 
sell  says  such  a  prayer  he  never  heard— she  seemed  to  be  lifted  up 
from  Earth— all  were  in  Fears— Dr  Russell  says  he  never  saw  such  a 
scene— 1  trust  you  will  be  able  to  read  this— it  is  written  in  great 


weakness— 


E.  E.  Stuart 


1  David's  son,  Robert,  who  was  not  quite  eleven  years  old,  died  April  22,  185  p 
lb  was  born  June  23,  1813. 

-  Kale  Henson— Sarah’s  sister. 

Captain  Canfield  died  April  18,  185.1. 


Detroit,  April  25,  185.1 

Dear  Son- 

All  well— Robert1  to  be  buried  on  Wednesday— 

Love  to  all,  in  great  haste,  8c  much  love, 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Our  Kate  is  too  sweet,  loo  smart,  too  strong— 8c  too  lovely  for 
Earth— 

1  Robert  Stuart— David’s  son— died  April  22,  185.1. 


My  beloved  Son— 


Detroit,  May  1st,  1854 


Your  two  last  favors,  really  brought  sun  shine— I  am  truly  thank¬ 
ful  that  you  are  granted  a  settled  feeling,  8c  this  will  increase  to  cheer¬ 
ful  contentment  I  know,  if  only  your  children  are  as  well,  8c  as 
judiciously  cared  for  as  now.  1  believe  your  household  is  the  Savi¬ 
our’s.  You  have  consecrated  to  him,  Yourself  8c  all  that  is  yours,  it  is 
enough— Their  precious  Mother,  in  full  faith  committed  them  to 
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Ilim  and  altho  many  days  and  nights  ol  loneliness  are  appointed 
you,  yet  I  trust,  that  peace  which  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take, 
will  be  abidingly  yours. 

Last  night  I  recieved  your  kind  favor,  in  which  you  acknowledge 
rect  of  intelligence  of  our  sweet  little  Robert’s  death-Your  preced¬ 
ing  lei  tc  1  w  as  w  1  it  ten  the  day  he  died,  wherein  you  say,  1  now  hope 
for  Bobie’s  recovery  so  did  I,  and  I  believe  Dr  Pitcher  did  until 
all  was  over— his  end  was  very  much  like  dear  John’s— I  am  lit  for 
nothing,  perfectly  idle,  I  suffer  so  at  night,  that  the  day  finds  me  good 
for  nothing— besides  I  am  suffering  with  a  dreadful  cold,  I  have  only 
spoken  in  a  whisper  for  the  last  two  days— 

I  have  had  an  other  letter  from  Mary,  31st  March— all  well— 
Robert1  will  go  on  with  Mr  Carpenter,  and  1  hope  be  with  you  in 
early  May”— she  speaks  a  second  time  of  having  written  to  have 
Money  sent  from  Francy  to  her  Brothers— I  know  not  what  she  means 
—she  simply  says  ”1  hope  Franey’s  Money  has  been  sent” 

May  God  comfort  you  &  bless  your  household,  is  my  constant 
prayer  with  love  to  you  from 

Your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Our  bright,  beautiful,  healthy,  intelligent  Rate  only  wants  t he 
power  ol  speech  to  say  Love  too— she  is  a  bright  spot  in  our  dwelling 
—all  who  see  her  exclaim,  “I  never  saw  a  finer  child  in  my  life”— 
I  think  her  beautiful— Oh,  how  often  I  catch  myself  saying,  “Oh,  if 
her  Mother  could  only  see  her!”  Did  I  write  to  you,  to  have  a  Da¬ 
guerre  taken  of  our  Sainted  one  and  sent  to  me  by  J  C.  for  Mrs 
Lyell?  Please  do  &:  ch.  it  to 

E.E.S. 

1  Young  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  1G  years  old,  who  was  coming  North  to  go  to  school. 


Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  May  5,  1 854 


I  am  going  through  one  of  my  painful  seiges,  which  renders  it 
painful  work  to  write— You  will  therefore  excuse  brevity  &c— 

I  wish  you  would  get  some  information  about  Maria’s1  family— 
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she  has  written  three  times  Sc  hears  nothing  8:  is  gelt  ing  uneasy  about 
them— She  is  a  most  valuable,  excellent  woman,  at  least  toward  ns 
You  never  saw  such  a  child  as  ours  in  your  life— while  all  around  of 
her  age  have  had  something  the  matter  from  severe  changes  in 
weather,  our  precious  animated  bird  has  not  even  had  a  cold  in  her 
head,  in  smartness  she  is  a  head  of  every  one  in  the  City— Mrs  fen 
Eyck’s  was  here  a  few  days  since,  a  year  old— Ours  shews  more  intel¬ 
lect,  more  animation  in  an  hour  than  that  child  could  shew,  in  her 
whole  life— I  am  only  afraid  of  two  things,  one  that  she  will  be  vain, 
the  other  too  sensitive  for  this  rough  world— When  she  does  any¬ 
thing  very  sweet,  such  as  clap  her  hands,  or  shake  her  head  very  cun¬ 
ningly,  we  generally  shout  and  make  a  great  ado,  Sometimes  we  pre¬ 
tend  not  to  see  it— You  would  be  surprized  to  see  how  it  surprizes 
her— 8:  so,  if  we  look  very  sober,  she  will  stare  enquiringly  in  our 
face  as  much  as  to  say,  “Why,  I  am  here— why  are  you  sorrowful?” 
The  enclosed  looks  well? 

All  at  Sarah’s  are  well,  they  have  just  reed  a  grand  Letter  from 
Dave— I  wish  you  could  see  his  acknowledgement  of  Goodness, 
Mercy,  Justice  8:  Love  in  Christ— his  view  of  Eternity  &  belief  that 
Robert 1  had  joined  his  “own  loved  Father  and  the  other  saints  gath¬ 
ered  with  him”— Genl  Cass  spoke  very,  very  highly  of  him,  said  “he 
had  acquitted  himself  astonishingly  well,  with  great  dignity  8:  honor. 
Oh  Mrs  Stuart,  he  is  a  very  fine  young  man— I  am  very  much  attached 
to  him”  8:c 

Now  dear  Son,  for  this  shameful  scrawl,  I  shall  wheeze  all  night 
My  love  to  my  blessed  children— with  kiss  for  all— tell  my  own  dear 
Looly  8:  Eliza  Grand  Ma  is  happy  that  they  have  made  Kind  Miss 
1  Iayclen  love  them  so  much  that  she  keeps  them  by  day  and  by  night 
— They  are  the  Lord's— he  will  lead  them  beside  the  still  waters,  and 
their  peace  shall  be  as  the  rivers— My  faith  for  those  dear  children  is 
truly  substance— A  Pamphlet  for  “R.S. Turner”  came  yesterday— 

My  kind  regards  to  Misses  Cox  8:  Hayden— Love  to  my  dear  Mrs 
Stites— To  Mrs  Taylor  &  family,  with  much  for  yourself,  dear,  dear 
Son,  Sc  heartfelt  thankfulness  that  the  lines  have  fallen  to  you  in  such 
pleasant  places— Ever  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 
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I  low  I  read  R:  hear  ol  one  R:  an  other  ol  our  old  Friends  exchanging 
worlds— I  see  by  the  papers  the  death  of  an  old  &  intimate  friend  ol 
onr  lamily— Frank  Saltus— he  was  to  whom  my  lather  granted  many 
favors— 

1  have  this  moment  teed  yours  ol  May  1st — Aly  heart  rejoices  in 
the  comfort  of  the  children— I  low  natural  to  wish  that  his  Mother 
could  see  Looly— 20  times  a  day  I  say  with  tear  full  eyes,  "Oh,  if  his 
Mother  could  only  see  him” 

1  Maria  was  the  baby's  nurse. 

-  David  s  son  Robert,  who  died  April  22,  185  j. 

:l  Francis  Salt  us,  merchant  &  manufacturer,  died  April  27,  185.1,  aj»cd  71,  years. 

Detroit,  May  8,  1  85  j 

Dear  Son— 

I  have  just  been  thrown  into  a  perfect  fever— only  think  the  Cor¬ 
poration  have  decreed  Rivard  to  the  Water!  all  Woodbridue— all 
franklin  R:  Randolph  Streets  to  be  paved!!  Can  you  tell  how  it  is 
going  to  be  paid  lor?  Poor  Mrs  Burnett  says  she  will  lose  her  property 
in  Franklin  Street  lor  she  can  never  pay  for  it— 

1  rccievcd  your  kind  lavor  of  2nd  ins.  last  night,  R:  M  iss  Rot kwell, 
one  Irom  M  iss  1  layden— our  hearts  are  gladdened  by  the  intelligence 
that  all  goes  on  so  pleasantly— 

Miss  Benson1  is  making  arrangements  to  leave  us,  we  shall  all  miss 
her,  she  is  a  fine  woman— 

I  thank  you  for  your  attention  to  G.Bay  Lands— did  as  you  desired 
R :  sent  the  letter  to  Mr  Baird— 

1  believe  I  wrote  you  about  Lockwood’s  offer  for  G.W.R.R.  Slock 
— G.  Porter  says  by  no  means  take  it  at  par,  the  Stock  is  very  high, 
as  soon  as  he  gets  intelligence  from  England  relative  to  his,  he  will 
let  me  know— 

To  day  Barclay  pd  $50—1  do  not  wish  the  G.W. Pamphlet- 

Baby  sits  on  the  floor  playing  with  paper  R:  manifests  by  look  and 
action  much  surprize  at  not  engrossing  all  attention— She  is  in  fine 
health— I  know  every  thing  here  interests  you— 

Do  you  remember  I  told  you  that  I  was  sure  that  the  reason  David 
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was  going  to  purchase  a  Lot-  for  himself  was  that  he  had  lost  the 
place  next  his  lather;  Without  saying  anything,  1  had  Uncle’s  re¬ 
mains  moved  next  John’s,  between  John  &:  the  Road,  leaving  the 
other  side  for  poor  Lavinia  and  her  child,  should  she  wish  it— All 
things  were  in  perfect  order  when  our  dear  little  Sonny  was  called 
—In  a  passing  way,  1  mentioned  to  Sarah  that  I  had  Uncle’s  remains 
moved— “Oh,  Mother,  how  glad  I  am,  then  Bobby  ®  shall  go  there” 
“Why”,  said  1,  “did  Dave  feel  badly  about  the  arrangement?”  “Oh 
yes,  he  said  he  was  thrown  out  of  the  place  where  he  wanted  to 
lie,1  and  he  did  not  care  where  he  went”— So  now  all  is  happy  R: 
satisfactory— 

I  fear  Mr  Williams  will  lose  his  little  Son  eleven  years  old 
All  are  well— Sarah  &  Rate  are  just  conic  in  and  unite  me  in  love 
to  you— She  expects  to  leave  on  Thursday— 

With  kind  regards  to  Misses  Hayden  &:  Coxe  &  love  from  my  soul 
to  my  blessed  children,  &:  tell  dear  Eliza  1  am  rejoiced  to  hear  how 
well  she  gets  on  with  her  Chapter— when  done,  she  must  let  me 
know,  R:  1  am  to  send  her  a  Gold  Dollar— 

With  much  love  to  you,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Kate  Henson— Sarah’s  sister. 

-’I  lie  Stuart  lot  was  in  Klmwood  Cemetery. 

:i  Robei  l  Stuart,  son  of  David  &  Sarah. 

1  David  Stuart’s  grave  in  the  Stuart  Plot  at  1  lmwood  Cemetery,  was  plated  beside 
that  of  Iris  brother  Robert,  and  West  of  that  of  his  son  Robert.  The  space  beside  the 
grave  of  his  father,  Robert  Stuart,  left  vacant  when  ‘‘Old  Uncle’s”  body  was  removed 
to  another  place,  was  never  filled,  and  still  remains  (1913)  vacant. 


Detroit,  May  1  3,  1  854 

Dear  Son— 

My  ricketty  nerves,  and  crumbling  body  drive  me,  and  perhaps 
it  is  well,  into  short  letters— The  three  last  days  1  have  been  totally 
unable  to  sit  up,  the  pain  in  my  head  made  me  perfectly  blind 
Today  1  am  much  better,  and  feel  hurried  to  do,  whatever  my  hands 
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find  to  do— Let  me  beg,  that  when  you  do  not  rccieve  ini  mediate 
acknowledgement  of  your  letters,  you  may  be  sure,  it  is  inability, 
and  neither  idleness  nor  negligence  nor  procrastination— it  suits  my 
anxious  temperament  best,  to  write  quickly— 

Will  you,  with  much  love,  say  to  dear  Mary,  and  Bessie,  they  have 
rejoiced  my  heart  by  their  letters,  and  as  soon  as  1  am  able,  J  will 
write  to  them— My  dear  Bessie  lias  improved  astonishingly— I  am  re¬ 
joiced  to  find  that  they  are  happy  in  loving  Misses  I  layden  &  Cox- 
God  has  appointed  them,  as  friends;  and  1  hope  as  Christian  chil- 
dien,  they  will  shew  them  love,  obedience  and  reverence,  in  such 
conduct  they  will  honor  their  sainted  Mother’s  training— 

Ere  this,  you  have  looked  upon  the  immage  oi  our  little  household 
pet,  I  was  fretted  because  she  does  not  nor  cannot  shew  how  beaut i- 
lul  a  child  she  is— She  is  the  immage  ol  our  sweet  Looly,  but  you  do 
not  see  it  in  the  Dagucrre-My  love  to  them  all-We  miss  that  good 
girl  Kate1  very  much— poor  Sarah  is  very  lonely— 

11  pi ityei ,  oi  my  pi ayer  will  avail,  David  must  become  a  Christian, 
but  oh,  what  intensity  ol  feeling  his  father  had  that  he  might  be  con¬ 
verted!!  God  is  infinite  in  love  and  compassion,  and  here,  I  rest  my 
hope— 

I  am  thankful  that  Looly  &:  Eliza  are  convalescing,  especially  my 
blessed  little  E-who  was  so  very  sick-daily  do  1  thank  my  God  for 
his  kind  provision  for  you,  and  those  four  precious  treasures— and 
pray  that  God  may  be  the  head,  counsellor  &  guide  of  your  house, 
Sj  icplcnish,  with  eveiy  giace  in  time  ol  need,  those  two  dear  preci¬ 
ous  ladies,  whose  steps  he  directed  to  our  dear  little  Motherless  ones 
We  have  much  to  be  thankiul  for  in  their  quick  attachment  to 
their  new  guardians— May  God  give  them  docile,  obedient  affection¬ 
ate  hearts,  is  my  earnest  prayer— Oh,  how  I  wish  I  could  kiss  them  all 
—that  dear  Looly’s  roguish  eyes  are  always  before  me— I  low  he  &  our 
little  household  light  will  love  each  other!  I  put  his  fork  in  Bessie’s 
shoe— I  hope  he  got  it— 

One  more  word  about  that  loved,  regretted  ring,  &  I  will  never 
again  fret  you  by  naming  it,  except  you  write  me,  you  have  found  it— 
Will  you  ask  Mrs  Stitcs  if  she  knows  any  thing  of  it—/  know  it  was 
not  lost  in  her  life  time,  she  would  have  written  immediately  about 
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it— She  would  have  told  you  the  moment  she  discovered  it,  that  you 
might  have  taken  steps  for  its  recovery— have  you  been  to  any 
jewelers? 

My  love  to  dear  Mrs  Stitcs— regards  to  her  husband  &  children— 
to  dear  Kate  Benson  &:  family,  always  to  your  father  &  Mother— My 
alfectionate  respects  to  Misses  1 1— 8c  Cox,  say  to  the  latter  M  iss  Rock¬ 
well  will  write  soon,  8c  begs  her  love  to  be  given  to  her,  with  thanks 
to  you,  for  your  unwearying  reinembcrancc  of  her— &  kind  regards— 

With  much  love,  dear  Son,  to  you  with  daily  prayer,  that  Cod  may 
bless  R:  comfort  you,  and  grant  you  his  peace,  ever  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Kate  Benson. 


Detroit,  May  18,  1854 

My  dear  Son- 

Last  night  your  welcome  favor  of  12th  ins.  together  with  one  Irom 
your  Mother,  was  handed  me— 

Your  estimate  of  paving  is  hardly  hall  of  what  it  is  to  cost,  paving 
is  higher  than  what  the  Ave.  was  done,  however,  I  do  not  intend  to 
let  it  make  one  hair  blk  or  white  (i.c.  if  care  can  do  it)— They  have 
already  begun  Woodbridge  8c  Randolph,  the  Resolution  is  through 
to  do  it,  and  1  see  no  adverse  petitions,  nor  remonstrances  against. 

1  thank  you  for  your  attention  in  getting  Daguerre  See  See— 

I  am  rejoiced  at  the  cheering  intelligence  of  the  children— Kate 
Benson  says,  “They  look,  and  are  dressed  most  beautifully”—  Now, 
if  the  same  can  be  said  of  their  “diligence  in  business”,  &  because 
they  wish  to  honor  their  Mother,  &  recieve  the  approval  of  consci¬ 
ence,  are  docile,  obedient  and  tenderly  affectionate,  to  those  two 
dear  ladies,  who  have  taken  the  great  responsibility  of  training  them 
for  Eternity,  then,  what  cause  have  we  for  gratitude!  On  our  dear 
Mary  rests  great  and  solemn  responsibility,  on  her  example,  may 
depend  the  whole  future  well  being  of  her  Mother’s  precious  chil- 
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clrcn,  and  your  happiness— Twice  Iasi  winter,  /  was  deeply  grieved 
by  her  waywardness,  ii  made  dear  Bessie  weep  and  say  "Mary,  you 
know  Mother  would  punish  you,  if  she  heard  you  say,  or  do  so”— 
May  God  in  his  love  have  her  in  his  holy  keeping,  she  is  a  sweet  tal- 
lented  interesting  child,  must  be  understood  to  be  appreciated,  but 
ever  remembering  Thou  God  seeist  me,  will  I  hope  so  restrain  any 
disposition  to  be  opposed  to  his  will,  that  when  fully  developed,  1 
hope  her  character  will  be  such,  as  you,  and  her  precious  Mother, 
labored  to  have  her,  &  our  fondest  wishes  &  prayers  would  make 
her— 

My  sweet  gentle  little  Eliza!  I  low  they  all  pass  before  me  in  their 
varied  characters— I  see  that  precious  Looly’s  t  unning  look,  when 
he  has  made  his  arrangements  to  carry  his  point— May  God  give  you 
the  comfort  in  them,  which  your  great  care,  and  consideration  for 
their  best  happiness  entitles  you  to— 

Be  kind  enough  to  tell  my  dear  Mary  R:  Bessie  that  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  1  will  tell  them  how  their  two  prettily  written  letters  delighted 
my  heart— I  am  happy  to  hear  that  they  are  so  rapidly  improving— 
Poor  Lavinia  writes  sadly— Miller  pd  ist  May  instead  of  tsi  June 
—Johnny1  at  home  with  sore  throat,  the  others  all  well,  we  miss  Kate 
Benson  very  much— she  is  a  fine  woman— 

My  kindest  regards,  if  you  please,  to  Mrs  Taylor  &  family,  love 
to  dear  Kate— always  to  Mrs  Stites  &  your  parents— A  Kiss  for  my 
blessed  children,  with  much  love— respects  to  M  isses  1 1— K  C.—  1  pray 
that  they  may  have  wisdom  from  on  high  to  fill  their  place— 

Sarah  was  here  this  morning— begs  to  be  kindly  remembered  to 
you— 

With  much  love,  ever  believe  me, 

Your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

Only  think  of  Dave’s  name  being  among  the  Ayes  for  Nabraska! ! ! 
except  being  a  disgrace,  1  would  just  as  willingly  have  it  so— it  ends 
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Ins  political  career— Was  the  Hunt  who  so  nobly  stood  beside  Hen- 
Ion,  the  Son  of  Wilson  P.  Hunt? 

Kale  Henson  says,  you  think  our  Lamb  too  lat— Oh  no,  site  is  truly 
beautiful— the  most  animated  little  creature  you  ever  saw- 

1  John  Stuart— David’s  son. 

May  t>i>,  185.1 

1  )ear  Son— 

Kvcr  since  I  mailed  my  last  letter  to  you,  I  have  been  tumbled 
lest  you  would  misunderstand  my  motive  in  writing  what  I  did  ol 
my  sweet  precious  Mary— It  was  in  the  hope  ol  soothing  you,  by 
assuring  you,  that  it  was  not  because  Miss  Hayden  was  House 
Keeper,  or  Stranger  to  her,  but  that  Mary  let  down  her  watch,  that 
it  was  no  lack  of  love,  or  respect  to  Miss  H— nor  ellicited  by  any 
pec  uliar  manner  in  Miss  11;  that  it  was  simply  childlike,  and  would 
in  this  instance,  as  in  that  ol  last  winter,  cure  itsell  11  you  watch, 
you  will  find,  that  she  will  never  let  an  opportunity  pass,  without 
manifesting  her  regret,  at  speaking  or  acting  disrespectlully  to  Miss 
1 1— and  will  by  her  future  manner  fully  attone  for  that  slight  delin¬ 
quency— She  is  too  sensible  and  too  rightly  disposed  to  slay  long  in 
the  wrong— 

Kale  Henson  writes  most  checringly  about  them  and  yoiu  well 
organized  home-she  says  “Mary  is  very  interesting,  going  to  be  very 
handsome,  exceedingly  improved  in  manners ,  has  a  pretty,  subdued 
manner,  which  is  really  attractive  — 

Mrs  Stites  writes  me  how  much  they  are  all  improved,  and  how 
happy  they  seem,  and  always  appear  neat— She  says,  when  limn  hei 
window  she  sees  them  happily  playing,  and  hears  their  joyous  voices, 
she  can  not  but  feel,  that  their  sainted  Mothet  s  Spii it  is  ho\eiing 
over  the  scene! 

Your  kind  favor  of  17th  ins.  I  reed  last  night— 1  know  that  the 
Daguerre  deforms  my  Lamb,  and  there  shall  no  tnoie  be  taken  ol 
her,  for  every  one  says,  she  is  perlectly  beautiful  K  uncommonly 
intelligent— 
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Wc  had  a  rich  scene  with  her  yesterday— lor  the  first,  we  dressed 
Iter  in  short  cloaths,  &  she  was  as  much  amazed  &  delighted  with  the 
scene  as  we— she  would  pull  up  her  dress' &  stick  out  her  Shoes,  & 
crow,  S;  seemed  to  enter  fully  into  our  feelings— 

Can  )  on  make  any  thing  ol  a  guess ,  about  when,  M  i  s  i\  1  cCrea  wi  11 
be  here?  I  must  be  here  at  that  time— and  1  have  decided  to  take 
Maria1  &  Baby  to  Mkna,  for  four  weeks— I  am  afraid  of  the  climate 
with  Maria  She  is  very  Billions,  complains  ol  Nattsia,  and  does  not 
look  well— 

My  only  motive  in  wishing  the  children  to  read  that  book  was  to 
shew  them  that  children  younger  than  Mary  were  converted,  and 
to  bring  them  all  to  thinking  of  their  position  as  children,  who  had 
been  dedicated  to  Christ— we  cannot  be  too  early  in  sowing  the 
seed— 

1  reed  a  letter  from  Doct.  yesterday— he  says  Robert-  left  N.  Or¬ 
leans  on  the  i  i  th  ins.  1  am  troubled  about  Robert  s  education— we 
have  not  a  school  in  Detroit,  of  so  high  a  class,  as  the  Dr.  contem¬ 
plates— and  besides,  with  such  Institutions  as  Princeton  Sc  Yale,  1 
should  be  unwilling  to  send  him  to  Ann  Arbor— I  hope  his  being 
here  will,  at  any  rate,  bring  his  parents  for  a  few  weeks— A  year  may 
be  profitably  spent  here,  but  no  more,  I  am  sure— 

1  have  not  been  in  such  distress  of  mind  for  money  matters  as  now 
since  Mr  Stuart’s  death— No  one  pays— Not  one  line  from  Gotheal  — 
Dr  Stuart’s  bill  is  $224.50  &:  1  had  to  beg  him  to  wait  until  July— I 
have  not  paid  Servants  wages,  nor  Grocer,  nor  Butcher— &  when 
people  come  to  beg,  &  1  tell  them  1  have  not  got  it,  they  give  me  an 
ironical  sneer— It  is  terrible  to  have  the  name  of  Riches— I  wrote  to 
Garrison  about  the  rent— he  says,  all  his  property  is  under  injunc¬ 
tion— begs  me  not  to  sell  my  Mortgage,  as  the  property  is  worth  twice 
the  Mortgage— I  will  enquire  at  Desnoycrs3— for  the  Medicine  See 

Please  make  my  kind  regards  to  the  family  in  Bond  Street— also 
to  Mrs  Stites— I  reed  her  kind  favor,  &  as  soon  as  l  can,  will  acknowl¬ 
edge  it— To  all  Mrs  Taylor’s  family— Poor  Sarah  is  well,  but  more 
&  more  daily  realizes  that  our  Bobby  will  never  more  be  seen  in  the 
flesh— 

My  love  to  my  blessed  children— I  am  delighted  to  think,  that 
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sweet  Eliza  is  in  school— Oh,  how  1  miss  them— Tell  them,  1  lake  a 
kiss  from  dear  Sister  Kate  for  each  of  them.  She  is  the  immage  ol  dear 
Looly— not  quite  such  cunning  expression  of  Eye  Sc  Mouth— 

My  kind  regards  for  the  ladies  of  the  house,  I  think  of  them  Sc  pray 
for  them  daily— May  God  have  you  Sc  yours,  my  blessed  Son,  in  his 
holy  guidance— Sc  comfort  you— You  will  be  at  peace  Sc  be  repaid  lor 
your  efforts  to  honor  him— With  much  love  to  you,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 

1  Maria— the  Baby’s  nurse. 

-  Robert  Stuart  Turner— lG  years  old. 

;;  Dcsnoyer— Druggist  &  Chemist— Corner  JclTerson  Avc.  &:  Bates. 


Detroit,  May  24,  1 854 

Dear  Son— 

Your  cheering,  interesting  letter  of  20th  ins.  only  reached  11s  the 
night  before  last— The  table  of  character  made  me  cry,  Sc  made  me 
laugh,  S:  feel  as  joyous  that  1  could  sing— My  precious  Mary,  our 
eldest,  our  hope,  from  whom  we  anxiously  look  for  the  emanation 
of  every  thing  that  is  sensible,  conscientious  and  Lady  like,  because, 
as  she  moves,  speaks  or  wills,  so  all  the  rest— She  is,  I  know,  going  to 
be  all  that  our  fondest  hopes  would  have  her— and  our  sweet  Bessie 
I  think  has  made  uncommon  attainments— perfect  in  punctuality, 
and  only  one  mark  of  want  of  neatness,  1  suspect  this  was  the  hair, 
or  nails— Please  ask  Mary,  if  teelli  come  under  inspection,  and  if  it 
be  required  that  her  teeth  be  brushed  morning  8c  evening— 

Our  own  blessed  pet  Eliza— I  sec  her  precious  anxious  counten¬ 
ance,  when  the  list  is  submitted  to  you— I  low  came  she  twice  delin¬ 
quent  in  punctuality?  This  is  one  of  her  leading  virtues— I  shut  my 
eyes  and  will  not  ask,  how  she  could  possibly  get  a  Mark  for  want  of 
obedience! 

And  our  blessed  Rule  the  House?  We  all  said,  “Where  is  Looly’s 
report’’? 

My  love  to  all— Please  tell  Mary  8c  Bessie,  I  thank  them  for  their 
well  written  letters,  and  will  write  them  as  soon  as  l  can— What  can 
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we  render  to  our  God,  for  his  love  and  mercy  shewn  to  us!!  May 
those  dear  Christian  Irietids,  &  1  on,  dear  Son,  he  strengthened  by 
his  grace,  to  (ill  your  place  that  the  welcome  plaudit  may  he  yours— 
Well  done,  good  &:  faithful  servants— I  feel  as  if  his  richest  blessing 
is  over  your  house.  The  accounts  we  continually  get  of  our  pi ecious 
children,  are  most  heart  gratifying— And  as  for  my  treasure,  her 
superior  in  all  things  does  not  live,  she  looks  very  much  like  Looly! 
is  a  joyous  little  bird— You  hear  her  sweet  notes  all  oxer  the  house— 
She  is  very  much  of  a  gadder,  rides  out  exery  day,  and  nearly  every 
day  is  walked  out— She  loves  the  street,  and  complin y,  ii  a  most  in¬ 
cessant  talker,  but  we  do  not  understand  her  lamiuage,  but  suits  the 
action  to  the  word  so  admirably,  that  she  makes  herself  understood 
—Takes  a  crust  of  bread,  and  eats  it  as  a  child  a  year  old  -drinks 
1  reel y  from  Cup  or  Tumbler— Never,  Newer  cries,  nor  Whines— 
Maria  is  a  treasure— I  wish  1  could  have  been  one  (with  my  little  one) 
ol  the  cheerful  group  around  Mrs  Tayloi  s  table— 

Miss  Rockwell  begs  kind  regards  to  you  8:  lox e  to  the  dear  <  hildren 
8:  their  clear  kind  Miss  Hayden— Sarah,  too,  sends  her  love,  she  feels 
very  gratefully  your  affectionate  attention  to  dear  Robbie— 

Tell  my  blessed  children  how  much  Grand  Ma  loves  them,  be¬ 
cause  they  try  to  please  their  kind  affectionate  father— &  their  dear 
friends,  Miss  Hayden  8:  Miss  Coxe,  to  whom  please  present  my  alfec- 
tionate  regards,  &  tell  them  that  1  pray  for  them  every  day— Always 
remember  me  to  your  kind  parents— Mrs  Grillm—  &  love  to  dear  Mrs 
Stiles— with  kind  regards  to  her  family— love  to  Mrs  Taylor’s— and 
for  yourself,  dear  Son,  much  love,  and  prayer  that  you  may  enjoy 
the  light  of  our  Saviour’s  countenance,  ever  your 

A  ( f cc  t  io  n  a  t e  M  o  t  h  e  r , 

E.E.S. 

I  hope  Robert  Turner  will  visit  you— 

Detroit,  June  ist,  1851 

Dear  Son— 

I  have  been  tardy  in  acknowledging  rect  ol  your  kind  favor  of 
25th:  1  have  no  excuse  except,  that  1  suspect  I  call  laziness,  8:  inelli- 
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ciency,  disease— l  am  much  like  poor  IJnclc,  1  can  not  tell  W  hat  in 
i he  world  is  the  matter  with  me,  hut  1  can  not  get  on,  as  l  wish  — 
There  are  clays  when  I  cannot  rouse  resolution  enough  to  write  sin 
lines— 

I  am  rejoiced  that  Robert  went  to  Morristown— I  feared  that  he 
would  not  think  that  he  could  do  so— I  love  you,  and  thank  you,  lor 
the  lecling  that  the  children  of  those  sisters,  who  loved  each  other, 
should  become  acquainted,  love  each  other — You  and  1  have 
learned  a  sad,  heart-withering  lesson,  I  t  orn  standing  alone,  and  look¬ 
ing  to  the  right  and  to  the  left,  &  seeing  none,  on  whom  we  could 
lean,  in  whose  veins  flowed  lile  Iroin  the  same  source— 

I  am  glad  to  get  some  intelligence  at  last  ol  f  rany  s  Money— had 
they  done  as  they  should,  there  would  have  been  no  trouble  nor  loss, 
nor  disappointment— Why  did  they  not  write,  that  the)  were  going 
to  do,  t  hits  8:  so?  having  done,  why  did  they  not  say  that  it  was  doner 
and  not  to  save  trouble,  put  Money,  directions  &C  all  in  the  same 
letter,  &  at  the  same  time— Cannot  something  be  done?  Do  you  sup¬ 
pose  those  Stuarts,  should  have  got  it?  11  it  were  pd  here,  will  not 
Mi  Adams  be  able  to  give  information?  I  am  afraid  that  the  l)lt.  was 
not  payable  to  my  order,  but  simply  to  bearer—/  pd.  Maria  only  one 
months’  wages  from  17  March  to  17  April-' The  next  month  she 
requested  would  be  pd  to  her  sister,  as  she  was  dunning  het  lot  the 
Money  — 1  am  in  every  way  pleased  with  Maria,  yet,  dear  Son,  I  can 
not  shake  off  my  suspicions  that  her  child  is  not  dead,  that  the  little 
child  who  walked  to  Rond  Street,  is  the  child,  whose  milk  has  made 
a  fine  healthy  child  of  ours,  it  matters  very  little,  only  we  have  been 
a  little  humbugged,  &  pd  dear  for  the  Whistle,  Were  her  wages  $10 
—very  well— but  $15— we  should  want  a  new  Nurse!  Be  it  as  it  may, 
xee  have  been  blest  beyond  our  fondest  hope — In  my  lile  (K  ein  iy 
one  says  so)  1  have  never  seen  a  healthier,  sweeter  nor  happier  child. 
Were  she  Maria’s  own,  she  could  not  love  her  better,  and  our  preious 
Kate  is  devoted  to  her— All  things  have  been  kindly  ordered— Do 
you  remember  early  m  the  winter  I  told  you  that  I  was  suspicious 
that  she  fed  the  babe?  Now,  I  am  convinced  of  it —She  is  now  so  in¬ 
telligent,  that  she  asserts  her  rights,  &:  claims  her  share  ol  food  at  t lie- 
proper  or  accustomed  time— the  first  I  discovered,  was  through  my 
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good,  faithful  Protestant  Elizabeth,  the  week  alter  you  left  — Maria 
went  to  Chh.  Elizabeth  staid  home  to  nurse,  &  gave  her  some  Broma, 
but  when  I  came  home,  told  me  (not  involving  Maria,  or  bringing 
her  name  in)  that  she  had  given  the  child  at  Twelve  O’clock  Pronin 
— 1  was  horror  struck,  and  exclaimed,  "Oh,  Elizabeth,  how  could  you 
do  so?”  Her  answer  convinced  me  that  she  felt  that  1  should  know  it 
—  In  Canada  she  had  been  mostly  in  charge  of  little  children,  &  knew 
as  well  as  I  did  what  was  right— When  Maria  came  home,  I  made  as 
much  fuss  as  I  knew  how,  Maria  very  calmly  said,  “Oh,  Ma’am,  you 
need  not  be  alarmed— she  has  sipped  with  me  for  a  long  time”— 
What  Broma?— “Yes,  and  it  agrees  well  with  her”— Ever  since,  in 
open  day,  the  little  thing  takes  her  Brown,  every  day— &  with  me , 
will  drink  Cream  Sc  boiling  water,  8c  gnaw  a  crust!  that  1  can  keep 
her  easily  &  happily  for  hours— Now,  you  see,  she  is  all  prepared  for 
weaning,  8c  were  it  fall,  instead  of  summer,  although  she  is  only  8 
months  old,  I  would  wean  her— 

I  am  troubled  about  dear  Robert— You  know  as  well  as  I,  that 
there  is  not  a  Teacher  in  Detroit,  capable  of  carrying  him  through 
the  system  of  education  which  the  Doctor  has  planned  for  him— lie 
wishes  him  to  stay  with  me— and  from  my  very  soul,  so  do  I— he  will 
be  comfort— company  8c  useful,  exceedingly  so,  to  me,  but  this  must 
not  be  consulted— his  education  is  the  vital  thing— Now,  1  dare  not 
write  to  them  the  state  of  things,  for  fear  that  the  Doctor  8c  Mary 
may  feel  that  I  shrink  from  the  care  or  responsibility— If  you  could, 
not  coming  from  me,  state  just  what  you  know  ol  the  disgraceful 
want  of  proper  clasical  Teachers  there  is  in  Detroit,  and  suggest  to 
him,  that  same  school  at  which  he  was  in  N. Haven,  I  am  sure  it 
would  be  greatly  to  his  advantage,  there  he  would  have  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  scientific  Lectures  gratis— be  fitted  properly  for  College— 
and  be  so  near  that  if  any  thing  should  happen,  lie  could  soon  come 
to  me,  or  if  sick,  1  could  go  to  him— his  vacations  he  could  always 
come  home— You  can  judge  how  badly  we  are  off— that  Mr  Lycll  now 
has  his  “boys”  with  an  educated  Scotchman,  who  for  the  last  year 
was  a  Porter  in  Eaton's  Store— I  am  going  to  see  him  Sc  try  to  get  him 
to  make  an  cfTort  to  bring  an  educated  Scotchman  out  with  him, 
he  leaves  for  Europe  next  month— but  even  this  will  not  allord  the 
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advantages  of  the  N. Haven  School— he  will  have  no  Lectures— no 
educated  associations— You  must  manage  this  without  my  appearing 
in  it— It  would  be  the  delight  of  my  heart  to  keep  him  but  it  would 
be  the  supreme  of  selfishness— Perhaps  he  is  not  as  forward  as  1  appre¬ 
hend  and  a  year  here  may  be  more  profitably  spent  than  elsewhere— 
of  this,  too,  you  must  judge— 

1  am  anxious  to  write  to  Misses  Hayden  Sc  Coxc,  &  to  my  dear 
Mary  R;  Bessie,  but  it  has  not  been,  nor  is  it  possible  for  me  yet  a 
while— 

My  love  to  them  all,  with  dear  Eliza  Sc  my  sweet  Looly,  with  a  Kiss 
from  Sister  Kate  Sc  Grandmother- 

Have  you  read  Cass  on  Religious  Freedom  in  Foreign  Country.-' 
It  is  good,  Sc  I  believe  will  work  good— When  I  read,  my  Cheek  burns, 
because  my  husband’s  son  voted  for  Nabraska!  But  I  am  getting- 
more  reconciled  to  it— Cod  could  have  stopped  it  Sc  I  am  sure  much 
prayer  lias  ascended  to  prevent  it— 1  believe  it  is  designed  for  this 
dreadful  swarm  of  foreign  Catholics  which  have  come  in  among  us 
—the  Lord  reigns  Sc  this  is  our  rejoicing— 

\\  ith  love,  Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Detroit,  June  6,  1 854 

Dear  my  dear  Son 

There  is  really  a  cheering  feeling  excited  at  the  thought,  when 
1  am  reading  your  welcome  letters,  to  know  that  only  two  days  before 
they  left  you  all  well,  and  at  all  seasons,  our  communication  will  be 
with  the  same  facility— We  Detroiters  feel  the  value,  in  more  respects 
than  one,  of  the  G.W.R.R.— 

Robert  arrived  here  on  Sunday,  9  O’clock  A.M.— poor  little  lel- 
low,  rode  the  whole  of  one  night,  and  sat  up  at  London,1  all  the  next 
—was  pretty  much  fagged  when  he  got  here— You  know,  dear  Son, 
how  absolutely  necessary  it  is  for  me  to  have  some  one  with  whom 
to  council,  Sc  on  whom  to  lean— Never  have  I  needed  it  so  much  as 
in  the  case  of  our  dear  Robert— I  dare  not  speak  of  difficulties ,  deft- 
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cicncics  See  in  educational  advantages— to  Doc.  or  Mary,  lor  1  ear  they 
may  think  that  I  make  it  a  care,  and  imtnagine  ills  where  there  are 
none— Now,  1  pray  you  advise  me,  and  alter  you  know  all,  think 
what  you  would  have  done,  with  a  Son  in  his  17th  year,  in  like  cir¬ 
cumstances— As  regards  education,  he  is  not  any  more  ad\  ant  ed  than 
lie  was  four  years  ago— his  mind  is  matured  from  his  constant  inter¬ 
course  with  his  lather  Sc  Men— his  power  of  application  1  am  afraid 
weakened— There  is  not  a  school  in  Detroit  lit  for  him— 1  never  saw 
a  place,  where  parents  seem  to  estimate  education  as  little  as  in 
Detroit— He  needs  to  study  English— lie  will  not  in  any  study  com¬ 
pare  with  Mary— The  I)oct.  writes  me,  that  he  wishes  him  to  study 
Latin,  Greek,  Natural  Philosophy,  Chemistry,  Mathematics  and 
Music— The  four  former,  no  inone)  could  obtain  in  Detroit  —Math. 
Mr.  Bacon,-  from  all  1  have  ever  heard,  is  equal  to  (teaching)  any 
person  in  our  region— Music,  I  suppose,  we  shall  have  no  difficulty 
with— I  can  sec  but  one  plan— 1  dare  not  act  until  1  have  submitted  it 
to  you,  and  rccieve  your  opinion— Put  him  with  Mr  Bacon  lot  Eng¬ 
lish  branches  &  Math,  and  if  possible,  get  l  eat  hers  to  attend  him  in 
the  house,  or  he  go  to  recite  to  them— These,  of  course,  will  only  be 
for  Languages— suppose  1  succeed  in  getting  him  instructed  in 
Chemistry  Sc  Natural  Philosophy,  it  can  only  be  a  smatiei  ing,  with¬ 
out  any  possible  means  of  having  the  lessons  illustrated  in  any  way 
—If  he  were  younger,  it  would  be  dilferent,  but  while  we  are 
experimenting,  his  precious  time  runs  to  waste— 

Another  disadvantage,  here  he  finds  a  band  ol  boys,  who  t  ho  much 
younger  than  he,  are  so  much  a  head  of  him  in  education  (Sc  being 
old  school  fellows)  I  am  afraid  he  is  going  to  make  them,  his  asso¬ 
ciates,  so  that  even  here,  is  a  loss— 

I  wish  you  would  write  about  the  whole  to  Doct.— pray  do  not 
refer  to  me—/  am  rejoiced  to  take  my  part,  but  Oh,  what  a  ruinous 
part— try  to  take  care  of  his  health— Clothes,  Sc  see  that  he  is  in  time 
for  school— You  know,  and  1  know,  that  unless  there  is  a  decided 
taste  for  study,  a  determination  to  acquire  an  education,  very  lew 
can  study  without  classmates  to  compete  with,  or  enter 'change  mind 
with— Had  the  Doct.  sent  him  to  Mr  Russell’s  School  in  New  Haven, 
there  he  would  have  been  with  lads  ol  his  own  age,  and  enjoyed  the 
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advantages  of  Lectures,  apparatus  &c,  by  which  most  of  his  studies 
would  have  been  made  clear,  while  here,  he  must  stagnate— beside, 
there,  he  is  so  near,  that  should  any  thing  happen  to  him,  all  who 
love  him  could  get  to  him  at  the  most  in  33  hours— 1  Ie  thought  that 
his  father  would  like  him  to  join  the  Gymnasium—/  think  it  would 
be  waste  of  time,— and  then  wotdd  not  yield  to  him  lor  lile,  what 
active  exercise  would— 1  lis  father,  he  says,  means  him  to  keep  a  horse, 
this  no  doubt  is  well,  but  I  am  afraid  it  will  lead  to  not  sullicienlly 
exercising  his  Limbs— Now,  il  he  wants  anything,  he  has  to  go  to  the 
end  of  the  City  on  foot;  then  he  would  saddle  his  horse,  and  coming 
on  both  sides  of  the  house,  from  lazy  blood,  1  am  afraid  ol  conse¬ 
quences.  1  le  seems  an  excellent  boy,  good  principles,  pleasant,  anx¬ 
ious  to  meet  my  wishes,  Yet  here  arc  inducements  continually  occur¬ 
ring,  which  would  not,  were  he  at  an  accademy,  to  turn  him  aside 
from  study— Last  night  he  went  (with  my  full  consent)  to  a  concert 
—  I  knew  that  his  parents  would  have  allowed  it;  it  was  not  over, 
until  eleven— these  things  are  all  the  time  going  on,  and  he  is  fond 
of  sight  seeing,  &  naturally  too— 

You  are  wcarried  reading  my  troubles,  and  I  will  stop— but  do 
council  me— Shall  1  put  him  with  Mr  Bacon? 

With  my  kind  regards  to  Miss  Hayden— tell  her  Looly’s  sleeves 
are  not  here,  1  think  she  will  find  them  in  the  Bag  where  she  found 
the  Dress— and  il  not,  tell  her  that  the  Skirt  is  sullicienlly  full,  for 
her  to  take  a  strip  large  enough  for  a  pail— Ever  since  you  got  settled, 
I  have  been  intending  to  write  the  two  ladies,  but  it  seems  almost 
impossible— 

I  am  anxious  to  meet  Mrs  McCrea  8z  hope  you  may  be  able  to  find 
out  when  she  makes  her  visit  North— 

My  heart  is  gladened  that  those  precious  little  nestlings  arc  so 
well,  &  that  you  are  so  well  circumstanced,  although  the  Kitchen 
does  mart*  little— l  often  think  of  Dr  Dodrigc— he  says  “We  should 
love  &  respect  a  good  Servant,  highly— for  the  happiness  or  Misery 
of  a  whole  family  is  at  their  disposal”— What  a  torment  they  are! 
We  should  thank  God  daily  that  the  other  departments  are  so  well 
filled— The  gentleness  k  courtesy  has  been  given  to  the  right  one— 
And  even  if  it  were  not,  dear  Son,  her  position  would  induce,  and 
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cultivate  it— hers,  is  a  refining  process,  while  the  oilier,  is  just,  the 
reverse— Oh,  you  Men  can  never  innnagine,  what  a  heckling,  or 
harrowing  discipline  is  that,  of  the  life,  doomed  to  supei  intend  8c 
teach,  ignorant,  raw,  Irish  (heathen)  Servants— 

And  now,  put  along  side  of  your  “cold”,  “dictatorial  manner”, 
"intelligence” ,  "efficiency"  “conscientiousness”  contradictory  "un- 
courteous”,  “under-bred”  manners— A  friend  of  yours,  whom  I 
could  name,  who  has  so  much  courtesy,  so  little  conscientiousness, 
so  little  efficiency,  and  such  a  man  fearing  Spirit,  that  costs  bitter 
pain  to  correct  faults,  but  they  are  left  hofing  that  time  will  do  it!!! 
Now,  which  is  the  one  to  whom  you  would  entrust  your  children  to 
be  fitted  for  Eternity?  Son,  God  has  blessed  you,  do  not  look  at  the 
little  objectionable,  but  keep  the  strong  enduring  principles  before 
you— they  are  to  fit  these  precious  children  for  Eternity— every  one 
speaks  of  their  great  improvement  in  manner— She  will  be  influ¬ 
enced  by  surrounding  circumstances,  and  nothing  will  check  that 
abrupt  manner  more  than  your  own  quiet  courteous  manner— She 
is  smart  &:  a  Christian,  she  will  come  right — Kindness  is  in  her  heart, 
or  she  would  not  have  been  so  affectionately  careful  of  Eli/.a  in  her 
illness,  and  those  two  dear  little  ones  love  her  dearly— For  hnffiness, 
such  as  we  once  knew,  You  and  I  must  never  more  look— our  happi¬ 
ness  must  now  consist  in  making  &  seeing  others  happy— Do  not  suf¬ 
fer  a  thought,  that  the  most  minute  thing  under  your  sacred  roof, 
"are  not  of  moment”  to  me— it  is  the  most  to  me  in  this  life— May 
God’s  peace  comfort  you— You  and  yours  are  always  in  my  heart  & 
head— 

Poor  Lavinia  seems  unhappy— Fanny  is  dreadfully  alllicted  again 
with  that  eruption— they  will  come  to  Detroit  in  early  fall  — 

Mrs  Clark  is  very  ill— I  believe  the  physicians  think  she  must  die 
—Last  night  Marion  Forsythe  was  married  to  a  widower,  an  Irish¬ 
man,  a  physician  in  N. York— he  has  four  children,  just  buried  his 
eldest,  a  girl,  aged  eleven— You  remember  of  her? 

Perhaps  I  have  written  you  that  McGraw  pd  $  1 50— S  &  1 1  Schmidt 
$50— Mr  &  Mrs  Lyell,  Kitty  8c  Johnny  sail  on  the  1*  1st  from  boston, 
for  Scotland! 

You  remember  Dr  Cavalli3— He  was  returning  from  Market,  felt 
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unwell,  and  said  to  a  Gentleman,  Give  me  a  glass  of  wine,  I  am  very 
laint— the  person  went  to  get  it,  at  the  other  end  ol  the  Store,  when 
he  returned,  the  Doctor  sat  dead— Catholics  refused  him  burial, 
“because  he  had  not  attended  to  the  rites  ol  the  Chh— Revd.  Mr  1  fills 
buried  him  in  Elm  Wood!! 

Did  you  get  the  Vermifuge?  I  told  Desnoycr  to  send  it— perhaps 
you  would  have  been  obliged  to  go  to  N.York  lor  it,  8:  perhaps  not 
get  it- 

To  my  bond  Street  &:  Morristown  friends,  much  love— S:  my  preci¬ 
ous  children  &  ladies-With  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart. 


1  trust  when  read,  you  burn  my  letters— 

1  London,  Ontario,  about  too  miles  from  Detroit. 

2  Washington  A.  Baton,  a  native  of  Vermont,  had  a  school  at  the  rear  ol  his  resi¬ 
dence  Cornel  of  Jetfcrson  Avenue  &  Russell  Street.  1 1  is  school  had  a  fine  reputation. 

a  Dr.  l.ouis  Cavalli  owned  a  private  Natural  History  Museum,  located  on  Franklin 
St.  East  of  St.  Antoine.  On  his  death  the  collection  was  sold  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institute. 


Detroit,  June  7,  1 854 

Dear  Son— 

Your  profitable  and  interesting  letter  by  Robert,  he  handed  me 
yesterday— From  your  lips,  1  learned  (practically)  how  great  a  dis¬ 
honor  to  the  cause  of  Christ  it  was,  to  sit  down  inactively,  and  only 
grieve  for  hurried  dust!  Your  remarks  gave  me  a  realizing  sense,  of 
what  I  thoroughly  knew,  and  believed,  that  they  that  slept  in  Jesus, 
awoke  8c  lived  k  rejoiced  in  his  presence,  and  not  among  the  least  ol 
their  praise  was,  that  he  had  released  them  from  bondage— This  view 
aroused  me  to  activity  of  purpose,  when  their  father  was  taken,  and 
has  I  think  given  me  a  cheerful  acquiescence,  in  all  that  God  has 
been  pleased  to  send— If  ever  1  seem  gloomy,  it  is  only  lor  a  short 
time,  for  in  nothing  do  I  realize  the  mercy,  and  infinite  love  of  our 
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God,  more,  than  in  his  dealings  with  me  for  the  last  six  years  -11  J 
am  lost,  he  will  be  glorified,  lor  surely  he  has  followed  me  in  love, 
m  mei c) ,  in  justice  Jv  Afflictions!  Under  such,  we  must  become  more 
subject  to  his  will,  or  be  hardened,  We  are  lelt  without  excuse— 
bray  for  me,  dear  Son,  that  my  faith  may  be  substance— I  feel  sol¬ 
emnly,  abidingly  the  shortness  ol  time,  the  tremendous  conse¬ 
quences  depending  on  it— this  is  all  noihing-wiihout  faith,  which 
induces  Love,  and  love,  cheerfulness — Uove  worketh  no  evil,  I  need 
faith  8c  love— 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  thankful  I  am  to  you  for  the  children’s 
record,  the  delightful  reports  delight  my  heart-Our  dear  Mary  is 
going  to  comfort  all  who  are  interested  in  her— her  studies,  she  is 
always  perfect  to  standard,  but  what  is  my  greatest  happiness,  that 
her  marks  for  the  last  two  weeks  for  Character,  have  been  perfect!! 
According  to  her  own  views  expressed  in  one  of  her  sketches  on 
temper,  Character  is  to  make  her  loved,  honored  &  happy— or  makes 
her  shunned  by  the  good  Sc  wise— 

O111  sweet  bessie  does  well — Perfect  111  obedience*  the  around 

1  o 

work  of  every  valuable  character— “carriage”,  “politeness’,,  ■•Punc¬ 
tuality”!!!  here  is  a  great  victory-Neatness  &  order  form  part  of 
hersell,  altho  for  order  she  has  an  imperfect  mark,— and  our  own  dear 
little  Eliza  is  just  where  I  am  sure  she  will  ever  be  found,  right  in 
all  (that  one  imperfect  for  want  of  punctuality,  is  out  of  her  habit). 

My  love  to  them  all,  Sc  a  kiss  to  each — And  to  my  blessed  manly 
Eooly  say  Miss  Ocknell1  Grand  Ma  talk  ol  him  every  day  til 
the  tears  come,  and  then  we  think  how  much  better  he  is  cared  for, 
&  happier  he  is  than  he  could  be  with  her,  she  cheers  up  &  is  thank- 
1  ul— Robert  thinks  our  bright  star  is  the  immage  ol  him— 1  am  afraid 
she  is  too  smart  &  too  good  to  remain  long  here— Newer  mind,  we 
will  love  her  &  enjoy  her  while  she  stays— She  is  in  perfect  health 
with  exuberant  spirit,  her  sweet  voice  is  the  first  heard  through  the 
house  in  the  Morning— She  and  her  Nurse  are  the  admired  of  all 
the  neighborhood— 1  never  saw  stronger  manifestation  of  ardent 
love,  than  our  little  lent  one  exhibits  for  her  Nurse— We  were  truly 
fortunate— In  neatness— cheerfulness  &  good  temper  and  good  sense 
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—I  respect  and  love  Maria,  lor  her  whole  conduct  to  the  blessed 
angel— I  wish  you  could  see  her— 

l  or  the  children’s  great  improvement,  and  their  kind  attention 
in  writing,  With  my  love  and  thanks,  buy  for  Mary  R:  Bessie  each  a 
Vol.  ol  that  same  set  ol  Abbot  ■  Books  which  Mary  already  has,  I  can 
not  remember  which  she  has,  I  see  some  new  ones  have  been  added, 
which  please  get— Under  the  seal  in  Eliza’s  is  a  gold  dollar,  with 
(Band  Ma’s  love  R:  thanks  lor  her  first  R:  beautifully  traced  letter— 
She  is  a  steady  minded  sweet  child,  And  get  our  precious  Looly 
anything,  a  Waggon,  or  Wheelbarrow— only  tell  him  it  comes  from 
Grand  Ma— please  put  a  bundle  of  confectionery  in  it— 

My  love  to  my  Morristown  friends— All  at  Sarah’s  well— She  is 
plunged  in  the  midst  of  papering,  painting,  varnishing,  R:  new  car¬ 
peting— she  means  to  have  every  thing  in  style  for  the  I  Ion. !  - 
I  suppose  that  Book  is  too  heavy  for  Mary  Sc  Bessie— a  time  will 
come,  I  hope,  when  they  will  read  it —"Milk  is  best  for  Babes”— 
perhaps  it  is  too  strong  meat— 

My  kind  regards  for  the  ladies— That  God  may  comfort  you  by 
his  continual  presence  in  Christ  Jesus  &  be  the  guide,  the  keeper, 
the  God  of  your  1  louschold,  is  the  daily  prayer,  with  much  love  to 
) ou,  ol 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

i  Miss  Rockwell. 

-  Jacob  Abbott. 


Detroit,  J  tine  9,  1 859 

Dear  Son— 

1  am  principled  against  making  others  pay  for  my  enjoyment  or 
comfort,  1  can  not  pay  you  for  your  time,  thought  or  affectionate 
attention,  but  I  can  pay  your  stationery  R:  postage  tax  that. I  drive 
you  into,  only  think,  judging  from  your  accustomed  punctuality, 
ere  this  leaves  Detroit,  an  answer  to  mine,  written  to  you  yesterday, 
will  be  on  its  way  to  me— If  I  do  not  write  you  as  things  occur,  you 
know  1  am  subject  to  attacks  which  for  some  days  incapacitate  me 
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for  writing,  and  then  perhaps,  I  neglect  something  which  is  of  more 
importance  than  G  cents— Now  I  beg  that  in  my  A/c  you  will  charge 
every  cent— 

Our  little  bird  continues  in  fine  health— Robert  hurries  &:  I  must 
stop— My  love  to  you,  dear  Son, 

Your  A  lit.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Detroit,  )  une  10,  1 85  [ 

Dear  Son— 

1  am  glad  to  learn  that  you  have  at  last  recieved  the  vermiluge — 
I  thought  it  the  cpiiekest  way— perhaps  if  sold  at  all,  you  would  have 
been  obliged  to  go  to  N.York  lor  it,  and  in  the  time  my  letter  would 
travel  to  you,  the  medicine  would— I  cannot  tell  you  what  1  pd, 
because  1  did  not  mean  to  pay,  until  1  heard  from  you  that  it  was 
Iree  of  all  expense,  safely  delivered  into  your  hands— Son,  do  you  not 
remember,  I  told  you,  when  I  took  the  liberty  of  incurring  without 
orders,  expenses,  /  meant  to  pay  for  it?  So  don’t  give  any  Cr.  for 
Vermiluge— You  must  not  think  that  1  am  like  many— Ask  council, 
&  then  do  as  I  please— 

Alter  1  wrote  you  all  my  feelings  about  Robert,  1  had  a  talk  with 
him,  and  he  told  me  that  lie  knew  that  hi s  father  thought  that  Mr 
Bacon’s  School  would  “pitch  him  up”  kc— 1  asked  him  what  reason 
he  had  for  thinking  so— He  said  “One  day  in  talking  of  it  with  my 
father,  he  said,  ‘Well,  if  Mr  Bacon  attempts  to  lay  his  hand  on  you, 
leave  the  school  immediately,  do  not  permit  him  to  touch  you’— 
and  besides,  Grand  Mother,  /  do  not  know  enough  to  go  elsewhere — 
1  would  rather  go  to  him”— When  I  spoke  of  your  plan  of  going  to 
Ann  Arbor,  he  said,  “Oh,  1  am  not  sufficiently  advanced  for  that, 
the  expense  would  be  too  much  for  the  good  derived”— Upon  this, 

I  conversed  with  Mr  Bacon,  whom  you  know  I  think  honesty  of  pur¬ 
pose  personified— he  said,  “Mrs  S— ,  you  know  1  do  not  want  Robert, 
My  School  is  ovcrllowing,  even  with  my  large  new  addition— 1  have 
not  a  spare  seat,  I  feel  a  greater  interest  in  Robert  than  any  teacher 
can— I  do  not  speak  boastingly,  but  /  know,  Mine  is  the  school  for 
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him,  I  speak  to  you  as  I  would  not  to  an  other— I  comprise  my  own 
feelings  in  saying  what  1  have—/  know  my  school  is  not  what  I  wish  it 
was,  but  /  know  it  is  the  very  best  in  this  City”— Now,  1  know  this  was 
not  boasting,  but  truth,  and  interest  in  Robert— I  feel  easy  R;  believe 
in  putting  him  there— it  is  the  best  that  can  be  done— All  who  took 
theirs  from  him,  lor  Gregory’s  have  left  and  gone  to  an  other  readi¬ 
er,  and  parents  not  satisfied— Robert  is  so  good  a  boy  and  so  original 
that  I  do  not  fear  for  Mr  Iks  coarse  rough  Manner,  which  is  a  serious 
object  ion— 

I  thank  you  for  your  Kind  discretion  in  not  complying  with  my 
request,  about  writing  to  Doct.  about  Mr  Russel's  School  &:c— Mary 
would  in  one  moment  have  thought,  “Ah,  Mother  shrinks  from  the 
trouble’’—/!//  is  right— he  will  need  Mr  Bacon  for  at  least  one  year- 
dear  Boy  knows  nothing— he  used  to  be  fond  of  reading,  but  his  Mex. 
horse  k  saddles  have  broken  all  that  up— But  1  know  lie  will  study, 
k  will  read,  k  improve  (God  willing)— Me  is  an  excellent  dear,  safe 
Boy,  is  perfectly  happy— Yesterday  he  was  writing  to  his  Mother,  he 
said  “G. Mother,  wotdd  it  be  right  to  write  to  Mother  that  1  am  per¬ 
fectly  happy,  k  have  not  had  a  home  sick  moment  since  I  left  '  I  exas?” 
“Why,  yes,  Sonny,  provided  it  is  so’’.  He  said,  “You  remember 
Mother  is  pretty  sensitive  and  might  feel  jealous”— I  admired  this 
carefulness  of  his  Mother’s  feelings— I  told  him  a  Mother’s  love  was 
too  expansive  for  that— Self,  was  lost  sight  of,  in  her  child— 

What  a  life  of  light  R:  shadow  is  ours— I  had  scarcely  settled  down 
in  a  peaceful  happy  feeling,  that  your  poor  lacerated  heart  begun 
to  see  a  glimmer  of  peace,  when  here  you  are  just  about  where  you 
were  six  weeks  ago— Eliza  R:  Looly  troubled  with  their  distressing 
complaint— distressing  to  them,  dear  children,  Sc  to  all  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  them!— trouble  in  the  Kitchen,  &  the  rough  edges  in  other 
departments,  annoying!!  I  feel  great  hesitancy,  dear  Son,  in  daring 
to  counsel  You,  from  whom  1  need  continual  council— but  I  wotdd 
say,  oh,  do  possess  your  soul  in  patience,  and  do  not  entertain  a 
thought  of  changing  Miss  Hayden— Better  keep  had  that  you  know, 
than  run  the  risk  with  had  that  you  do  not  know— It  takes  longer  to 
live  together  than  three  months  to  learn  how  to  live  together— Now, 
you  know  she  is  kind,  affectionate  k  attentive  to  the  two  little  ones, 
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\vrlio  most  need  a  Mother— She  is  economical— She  understands  I  louse 
Keeping,  k  managing  these  coarse  European  Souls,  whit  h  only  Euro¬ 
peans  do— all  these  are  hard  to  find  in  one— She  is  expert  with  her 
needle— You  may  get  a  dozen  and  not  get  one  capable  ol  stitching  a 
stitch— You  cannot  have  the  most  distant  conception,  how  utterly 
worthless  the  most  of  persons  are  (1  should  say  useless)  As  regards 
her  Manner,  it  will  have  no  influence  on  the  children’s  Manner- 
^  on  know  how  difficult  it  was  lor  our  sainted  one  to  get  any  t hing  in 
the  shape  ol  a  Servant,  that  was  worth  having— 1  was  reading  a  letter 
ol  hers  a  day  or  two  since,  in  which  alter  speaking  ol  her  trials  with 


the  Servants,  she  said,  “Sometimes  I  feel  as  il  I  shall  give  up  in  per¬ 
fect  despair— 1  might  as  well  have  Barbarians  to  teach— When  night 
comes  1  am  so  exhausted  that  1  feel  hardly  able  to  sit  up’’— 

It  is  easy,  dear  Son,  for  MissCoxe  to  be  lady  like,  gentle  k  pleasant 
in  her  department— She  has  nothing  to  fret  nor  perplex  her— 'The 
very  Chh.  system  relieves  her,  but  poor  Miss  II—,  has  no  relief— She 
has  no  kind  sympathizing  friend  to  whom  she  can  tell  this  it  ial,  that 
cross,  kc— And  children,  as  well  as  servants,  can  become  severe  ti  ials. 


especially  where  they  are  at  all  prejudiced,  k  you  k  I  both  know, 
where  the  will  is  under  restraint,  lor  the  existing  time,  the  restrainer 
is  always  held  in  low  esteem,  even  a  parent— Manner  is  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  but  not  the  all  important— Oh  give  her  k  yourself  k  your 
children,  a  full  k  long  trial— “To  her  virtues  very  kind,  to  her  faults, 
a  little  kind”  k  see  how  things  will  go  on  — 

In  one  corner  (with  Gumarabic.)  of  Eliza’s  letter  1  fastened  a  gold 
Dollar,  over  which  I  pasted  a  piece  of  paper— k  if  the  dear  little  soul 
had  not  the  pleasure  of  uncovering  it  herself,  I  lost  hall  the  pleasure 
of  sending  it  to  her— I  can’t  see  how  it  could  get  out 

My  love  to  my  blessed  children— May  God  reign  over  you  k  your 
household— I  pray  daily  that  wisdom  may  dwell  in  all  their  hearts— 
My  baby  is  perfect— I  tremble  while  1  look  at  her  She  is  too  sweet,  too 
healthy— Last  night  I  wanted  to  shew  her  off  to  Mr  Ifowe,  but  she 
With  love  to  you,  dear  Son, 
was  sound  asleep— 


Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


••!»,.  n. ’jqo M!.'  !  ..;i' n  '%  i/i 

{,■  Jfjn  di  bl  i  il  VI  bi.il  >M  >  ll  W»;  >b  'Mi.  q 

>'  (»h)Juii>  iho  jol  ««  //  it  Jill  ’ll  by;  ».  in  V 

/;  I  n  /*;if  fino//  «i;//  Uiilj  tlru.7'f  )K  i  j  vcb  nil 


i  i  t  ,  i  i  I'j  !  1  !.  ;  i 

I  ii :  mil'//  li  ji>l  di  ill*  *1  •//  ?.t  h';;iw  I  lii.<  mb  r>/l 

([ii  ii-  .)J  :•!(.!:.  ' f J> i i  1  i  ml  I  im!i  b  f  >  <>  n  n  (  )i  o) 
'  ii*.;  >\  ,  jhl  hr: i  nil  nl  •»/.<  )  ,*>■  1/  toJ  ,w  y  (#'■'  '»  u  li 

i  (I  /  l<  (  ton  1  >  i'i  ol  in  in  .  <".  Iff:  nl  ■  ■  fob  » >»!  n 

mill.'  I  o  r  i  iin  if-.-  umi  j  i  .  •  ,.i  •'  >  ,/n!  -i  blm!  j;y/ii,  -• 

-flu  O'  ill W  t '^tlilfl  V/-  li 

I  HI.  I,  '  Ifi  •’  ■  J  ! 

h.jIj  i  i  :  ri(  !o  •>  m > |  i.  >u  1 1 bill  .  j>/o,ruio(i 
•ill  il  ( 'Jill  I!m1  1/M  -.li'-rn  J!  n  n*  in  lo  n‘i  1 1  •* 1 .  !i| -ji.’ i  lufi  )«./I 

"v>  W  il  >  It  v/Oli  if: !  I-  V  ’  OJ  II  ■:  ilm  <o 

in./  fj/Oiq  *n  lui*  vi.  17  (Oil. nib  bmv  i  /  .  oj  ti/ol  /U. 
n  ii  »il l  lb.  ni  l  i  •  'j  'mi  hi  ar  i  ifi  '((Mb  yr.n  i  binds  noil 

hi  i  nk  nl  n.  Ino!  1  ji  i!  // ■  li'irmj  I  jushsjq -i  yUcd  yM 

•  no’/  o  ml  1 1 


S TUA  RT  LETTERS 


(J25 

June  1  2,  185.1 

Dear  Son 

Scarcely  could  my  selfish  letter  have  crossed  the  river,  when  1 

would  have  been  thankful  to  recall  it— If  you  have  not  spoken  to 

Gotheal,  I  beg  you  will  not— I  wrote  too  hastily— There  is  wrong 

enough  between  us  Sisters,  and  I  desire  not  to  add  fuel  to  the  flame 

1  confess  1  felt  indignant,  but  it  is  all  over— We  are  very  tenacious 

o!  hateful  self,  &  there  I  stumbled— 

/  got  nothing  through  my  Mother  of  personal  property,  which  ni) 

Father  left— Nelly  R:  Jane  did— and  when  you  come  to  lit  let  a  1 ,  even 

the  .Si>ooo  which  came  as  from  Ala’s  Fst.  only  took  the  place  ol  Sljooo, 

which  Ma  through  Mr  Stuart  secured  from  a  Man  by  the  name  ol 

1  ,eins  for  whom  Fa  had  to  pay  "Fen  Thousand  Dollars  Custom  1  louse 

Bonds— Flic  debt  was  outlawed,  we  learned  that  Leins  was  going  to 

Ireland  to  inherit  a  fortune  Sec —  I  le  was  by  Ma  arrested,  R:  sooner 

% 

than  he  detained,  he  came  over  to  have  a  talk  with  Ma— but  would 
do  no  business  in  uniting— Mr  S— told  Ma  evidently  he  was  going  to 
cheat  her,  have  a  witness  to  every  thing— and  in  Mr  S’s  hearing  he 
acknowledged  his  obligation  to  Fa  as  soon  as  he  got  to  Ireland,  he 
would  make  arrangements  for  pay— Ogden  told  Mr  S— that  he  must 
be  kept  until  he  gave  Security  R;c  for  pay,  he  did,  thinking  Ma  had 
no  witness—  lie  gave  one  of  our  best  Men  as  security,  and  after  a 
long  tedious  trial,  Mr  S’s  testimony  got  the  debt— Ala  told  me  that 
she  had  put  that  in  Bnk  in  Nelly’s,  Jane’s  and  her  name  (for  me)-- 
In  division  of  Fa’s  est.  you  know  no  reference  was  made  to  Bnk  Stock 
which  he  had  when  he  died,  in  Mechanics  Bank,  then  a  newly  started 
I  nst  it  til  ion— All  these  Hashed  to  my  wounded  heart  when  I  saw  that 
I  was  com  [jelled  to  pay,  for  putting  a  something  on  Dr  Haslet’s  prop¬ 
erty— I  am  ashamed  of  the  mean,  selfish,  grumbling  feeling  which 
prompted  my  letter  to  you,  &  I  have  deeply  repented  it— 1  pay  it  lor 
poor  Emm,  with  pleasure,  and  mean  never  again  to  stiller  a  mur¬ 
mur  for  anything  our  Brooklyn  friends  may  do— Time  is  too  short, 
the  better  feelings  of  our  heart  too  precious,  to  be  served  by  such 
things— 

Our  Lamb  continues  in  fine  health  and  Maria  as  good  as  ever— 
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Our  weather  is  so  cold  k  so  damp  that  1  dare  not  yet  venture  to 
Mkna— 

Mr  Bacon’s  vacation  begins  on  Monday,  i.e.  a  week  Irom  to  day— 
1  thought  Robert  had  better  not  begin  until  Mr  Bacon  begins  a  new 
term— 1  think  for  the  English,  Math.  &c  he  will  do  better  than  any 
where  else— As  regards  education,  1  do  not  feel  as  disturbed  as  the 
l)r’s  letter,  expressing  his  wishes  &  expectations,  made  me— Mr  B’s 
School  is  all  Robert  will  want  for  two  years  to  come,  he  has  wholly 
lost  all  the  Book  knowledge  he  had— he  has  as  you  discovered,  im¬ 
proved  in  the  Physical,  and  from  constant  association  with  his  father 
&  Men,  his  mind  has  very  much  improved,  but  he  has  to  again  tread 
the  A-B-C  path  of  education— Dear  fellow,  he  laments  bitterly  of  his 
felt  deficiency— I  think  he  will  study  hard,  he  is  a  boy  of  inflexibly 
good  principles— courtesy  of  feeling,  and  entirely  submissive— He 
only  wants  right  direction  and  he  will  always  be  found  right— Every 
thing  is  new— and  his  mind  has  hardly  got  settled— On  Sat.  he  visited 
the  Circus— was  delighted  with  the  horsemanship— To  day  he  has 
gone  on  a  S.  Boat  trip  up  to  I  Iuron,  invitation  by  Capt.  Ward— 1  Ie 
lost,  or  rather  his  Baggage  has  not  come  on,  except  his  Trunk— He 
says,  that  left  behind  is  worth  $ioo—  He  is  anxious  to  keep  a  Horse, 
I  suppose  this  his  father  would  wish— I  advise  him  not  to  get  one, 
until  he  gets  his  Riding  trappings,  his  saddle  &:c  are  all  in  the  left 
Baggage- 

El  e  tells  me  that  Geo.  Thorne  advanced  him  cash  $iy  and  pur¬ 
chased  his  Wardrobe  for  him,  he  can  not  tell  to  what  amount— Shall 
I  write  to  George,  get  &  pay  the  A/c  for  these,  or  will  you  attend 
to  it? 

All  arc  well  at  Sarah’s,  except  little  Sarah,  who  all  day  yesterday 
had  high  fever— Pitcher  gave  her  Medicine— today  she  is  better— 
Did  you  get  the  vermifuge?  I  ordered  it  by  express,  and  told  Dcnigcr 
to  pay  all  expenses— Please  let  me  know  if  all  was  right— 

Make  my  kind  regards  to  all  the  Bond  Street  family,  dear  Mrs 
Stites  &  hers— Mrs  Taylor’s  and  that  precious  little  Spirit,  Mrs 
Stephens— to  the  ladies  of  your  own  house— With  a  Kiss  &:  much  love 
to  Looly,  tell  him  his  little  sister  looks  exactly  like  him,  and  if  she 
could,  she  would  throw  Grand  Ma’s  pocket  Hdkf  in  the  fire— She 
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throws  every  thing  out  ol  the  window,  and  as  far  I roni  her  as  she  can 
command  strength  to  throw— She  is  the  light  of  the  House— You 
hear  her  joyous  bird  voice  the  first  thing  in  the  morning— My  love 
&  a  Kiss  for  my  precious  Mary,  Bessie  &•  Eli/a— If  Robert  were  here, 
he  would  say  Remember  me— Miss  Rockwell  begs  always  to  be  re¬ 
membered  to  every  member  of  the  family— 

W  ith  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 


June  i  p  1854 

My  blessed,  my  heart  stricken  Son— 

1  his  minute  Robert  handed  me  yours  ol  10th  ins.  I  had  just  en¬ 
veloped  one  to  you— And  now  I  have  lifted  my  head  from  my  desk, 
&  wiped  my  gush  of  tears  from  my  eyes,  and  through  the  dimness 
only  write  to  say,  il  sympathy  could  soothe  your  aching,  sorrowing, 
troubled  spirit,  you  have  mine— from  my  very  soul— 

Oh,  that,  scene  of  the  Cream  and  Strawberries,  brought  our  preci¬ 
ous  one  living  before  me,  but  harrassed  to  death— Indeed,  that  tardi¬ 
ness  was  in  no  way  the  Mistresses  fault— Oh,  could  you  know  how  an 
impudent,  sclfwillcd,  ignorant  Cook  can  frustrate  the  best  house 
Keeper  and  put  her  to  shame— you  would  fear  to  change— Oh,  you 
had  a  trying  scene— the  lonely  communion  of  itself  were  enough, 
but  dear  precious  Mrs  Stites  made  you  drink  the  bitter  cup  to  its 
dreggs! !  But,  dear  Son,  you  who  are  so  able  to  give  consolation  must 
keep  your  eyes  &:  your  heart  on  Heaven— See  her,  whom  your  soul 
held  so  dear,  rejoicing  in  her  Saviour,  joyously  hoping  that  you  will 
soon  sit  down  together,  at  the  Marriage  feast  of  the  Lamb— Oh,  if 
we  could  only  abidingly  hold  a  full  assurance  of  faith  in  our  precious 
Saviour,  Earth  and  its  sorrows,  its  perplexities,  would  have  no  in¬ 
fluence  over  us— When  I  think  of  your  lonely  home,  my  precious 
children,  and  that  she  has  gone,  never,  never  more  to  be  seen  here, 
1  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears  which  leave  me  sad  for  days,  but  1  rally, 
when  I  by  faith  see  her  in  her  “beautiful  Attire”  doing  the  work  of 
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1 1  ini  who  loved  her,  took  her,  R:  saved  her  with  an  everlasting 
salvation— 

The  finding  of  those  letters  is  most  Mysterious— Did  you  examine 
the  Envelope?  1  suspect  the  wrong  in  your  1\().  The  whole  were 
put  in  your  letter,  yours  wrapped  in  the  Beaulieu  papers,  and  il  1 
remember,  I  stuck  the  whole  of  the  cover  together,  not  as  is  usual, 
only  where  it  is  commonly  sealed— I  did  it  fearing  that  the  Dollar 
would  work  (Eliza’s)  out  of  the  Envelope— Was  there  any  thing  in 
my  letter  about  Miss  II?  Do  let  me  know— And  here,  dear  Son,  let 
me  beg  that  you  will  burn  all  my  letters— 

My  love  to  your  Parents  &:  Sister  (when  you  meet)—  R:  kind  regards 
to  Mrs  Griffin— I  think  your  sister’s  visit  will  comfort  you— Let  us 
pray,  dear  Son,  that  Miss  Hayden  may  have  grace  given  her  to  fill 
properly  the  place  she  is  in— I  dread  a  change— I  have  got  that  ter¬ 
rible  incubus  Sarah  yet— but  1  am  going  up  the  Lake,  R:  then  1  shall 
walk  her— 1  have  the  promise  of  an  English  woman,  a  first  rate 
woman— I  wish  I  could  transfer  her  to  you— 

With  much  love  Your 

AfFectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


LETTER  WRITTEN  TO  WILLIAM  C.  RAKER  RY  HIS  Sis'l  l  K  IN-LAW, 

MARY  STUART  TURNER1 

Corpus  Christi  June  20,  1854. 

My  very  dear  Brother, 

I  wrote  you  a  few  lines,  by  last  mail— merely,  to  let  you  see  that 
1  had  not  forgotten  you.  1  was  so  weak  at  the  time,  I  could  with  dilli- 
culty  guide  my  pen.  I  am  notv  well  but  feeling  very  weak— I  hope 
I  may  have  no  more  attacks— for  they  rather  alarm  me.  1  am  a  little 
superstitious,  I  feel  as  if  we  were  a  doomed  family,  R:  ere  long  all  will 
be  gone.  Yesterday  I  received  by  mail  a  Daguerreotype  ol  mother, 
it  has  nearly  broken  my  heart!  she  looks  so  sad,  so  broken  hearted, 
R:  1  feel  that  I  ought  to  be  with  her  R:  cannot,  poor  dear  mother, 
1  love  her  better  than  ever,  I  feel  that  she  has  none  to  cling  to  now 
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but  me.  Kale  she  idolized,  I  sometimes  used  to  leel  it— but  now  I  can 
leel  willing  that  it  should  have  been  so,  she  was  .1  dear,  alfectionate, 
devoted  daughter— Sc  leaned  upon  mother  as  a  child  should— mother 
&  I  have  been  more  like  sisters— mother  tries  to  leel  that  she  is  recon¬ 
ciled  8c  would  not  have  her  back— but  ()  how  deceived  she  is— her 
heart  is  in  her  grave— 1  must  be  with  my  mother,  1  am  generally 
cheerful  &  she  needs  such  about  her,  O  she  has  had  a  sad  life  8c  she 
has  always  been  so  good,  Mow  do  David  8:  Sarah  treat  her?  1  do  not 
promise,  but  il  our  lives  are  spared,  we  go  home  next  Spi  ing,  sacri¬ 
fice  or  not,  il  for  nothing  else,  for  Kitty’s  s.ike,  something  must  be 
done  with  her.  l)r.  says  it  the  retired  bill  passes,  he  will  go  on  it, 
il  1  am  willing. 

The  Dr.  8:  Kitty  are  in  Austin,  they  left  a  week  ago— to  have  Kitty’s 
teeth  attended  to— You  say  you  have  not  heard  from  us,  for  so  long 
a  time.  1  think  I  wrote  you  that  the  Dr.  had  broken  bis  glasses  Sc 
could  not  see  8:  1  had  been  ill— if,  as  you  say,  you  look  to  us  for  com¬ 
fort,  we  should  8c  will  do  all  we  can,  but  it  does  seem  to  me.  as  if  my 
letters  were  such  miserable  things,  that  they  can  be  of  no  interest  to 
anyone— but  1  know  if  I  do  not  write  to  you,  l  shall  of  course  receive 
no  letters  8c  this  would  be  to  us,  a  great  trial. 

W  hen  asked  by  our  friends  if  we  bad  heard  from  Bob,2  I  answered 
()  no,  8c  I  shall  not,  till  1  hear  from  Mr.  Baker,  8:  sure  enough  your 
kind  letter  first  announced  his  safe  arrival— he  is  staying  too  long 
away  1  mm  mother,  she  is  getting  anxious  about  him,  on  the  1 6th  ol 
May,  said,  she  ran  to  the  window,  every  time  she  heard  wheels— 
Bob  seemed  delighted  with  his  visit  to  Morristown,  seems  so  much 
pleased  with  the  children,  he  says  they  have  improved  greatly.  Looley 
be  thinks  so  much  like  Fanny.  Your  pet,  Miss  Haydan,  he  does  not 
like,  says  no  one,  not  even  the  children  or  servants,  like  her.  I  am 
sorry,  but  if  you  have  taken  a  “scunner”  at  her,  you  may  as  well  give 
it  all  up,  there  is  no  use— you  do  not  quickly  decide,  8c  when  you  do, 
I  do  not  think  you  change  soon.  I  am  glad  Miss  Cox  suits,  even  as 
well  as  she  does,  the  name  I  should  suppose  would  be  an  objection, 
tho’  she  does  not  spell  it  with  an  “e”.  I  hate  one  of  those  self  com¬ 
placent,  dictatorial  old  maids,  particularly  among  children.  I  am 
glad  Mary  is  old  enough  8:  able  to  take  her  own  part  8c  that  of  the 
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other  children— or  to  tell  you  if  things  go  wrong  or  unkindly— those 
deal  babies,  to  be  le 1 1  to  the  tender  mercies  o(  a  stranger,  poor  little 
El iza  with  her  worms,  it  is  hard  lor  a  mother  to  keep  her  temper 
&  patience,  &  how  much  harder  for  one  not  interested.  1  am  so  much 
obliged  to  you,  for  writing  me  so  many  particulars  &  you  judge 
rightly  in  supposing  that  such  things  interest  me  more  than  anything 
else. 

I  received  a  letter  from  Lavinia  yesterday,  she  seems  very  sad,  says 
altho’  her  family  wish  her  to  remain  at  home,  her  heart  is  in  Detroit 
&  she  wishes  to  live  there — well  1  am  glad  that  we  are  able  to  give  her 
a  home,  &  desire  nothing  from  the  Fields  for  her,  while  1  have  any- 
thing  John’s  wife  shall  never  be  dependent.  Bob  says  her  little  Fanny 
is  very  ugly  8c  not  at  all  like  John.  Lavinia  he  thinks  greatl)  improved 
—says  she  is  quite  thin  R:  he  thinks  pretty. 

Dear  little  Bessie’s  letter  gave  us  great  pleasure— altho’  of  a  legible 
si/e,  as  you  say,  it  was  written  beautifully  Sc  Kitty  will  answer  it,  as 
soon  as  she  returns— she  has  wished  to  write  them  for  a  long  time, 
but  dreaded  doing  so,  for  she  fell  that  to  speak  of  her  Aunt  would  be 
painful  8c  as  she  said,  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  mother,  1  suppose  they 
will  not  care  for  foolishness  now,  her  feelings  toward  the  children 
are  more  like  those  of  a  woman— she  seems  to  feel  the  greatest  inter¬ 
est  &love  for  them,  when  1  told  her  1  had  a  letter  for  her  from  Bessie, 
she  clapped  her  hands  R:  began  to  cry,  dear  dear  Bessy.  Has  Bessy 
recovered  from  those  fainting  fits  to  which  she  was  so  subject. 

Bob  was  mistaken  about  a  draft  having  been  sent  Frauy’s  brother, 
only  an  order  on  Mother  enclosed  to  them  to  be  forwarded  by  them, 
but  they  have  never  received  the  letter  8c  she  has  written  again,  the 
letter  was  sent  by  the  Capt.  of  a  small  boat  Sc  not  by  the  mail  Sc  I  pre¬ 
sume  he  neglected  to  mail  it.  I  hope  ere  this  they  have  received  the 
last,  I  fearsome  accident  will  happen  them. 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  the  Cholera  has  made  its  appearance  in 
Brooklyn  R:  other  places.  I  shall  fear  for  Bob— I  have  wi  it  ten  Mother 
to  send  him  from  Detroit,  if  it  should  be  there.  Bob’s  life  8c  health 
must  not  be  sacrificed  for  anything— for  /  believe  he  will  make  a 
decided  useful  man. 

Do  you  know  Capt.  Gibbs— he  is  here  as  the  Genrl’s  aid,  a  brother 
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to  Miss  Gibbs  a  friend  of  Mrs.  Griffon  &  I  think  I  heard  Kate  talk 


ol  her.  \\  here  is  Mrs.  Griffon  Sc  how  is  she— are  her  spirits  any  better? 
Does  your  father  visit  you  often?  Your  bright  happy  home  broken 


up,  O  how  sad  Sc  it  was  such  a  nice  comfortable  home  Sc  Kate  loved 
it  so  dearly— but  she  has  a  happier  one,  “a  house  not  made  with 


hands,  eternal  in  the  Heavens  there  let  us  earnestly  pray  that 


we 


may  all  meet  to  be  separated  no  more.  O  what  a  joyful  thought— how 
many  there  are  in  Heaven  that  we  love— poor  mother,  she  feels  that 
little  Kate  is  too  lovely  to  live  Sc  that  she  is  fast  preparing  for  1  leaven 
Sc  kliza  too,  she  has  doomed  her— my  precious,  precious  mother— she 
&  her  mother  are  so  much  alike. 

I  led  ashamed  to  send  you  my  horrid  letters,  for  dear  Kate  could 
not  write  badly.  (O  how  I  miss  her  precious  letters)— but  1  have  so 
long  u  t  it  ten  only  to  mother  Sc  her  that  it  is  too  t  roublesome  lor  me 
to  take  pains.  Frany  has  gone  to  Austin  with  Kitty.  Give  much  love 
to  the  children  lor  me  Sc  believe  me 


Your  much  attached 
Sister, 

Mary  E.  T. 

’Original  letter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunstnoor  Clark. 

-  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  Mary’s  son. 


Mackina,  June  i»2,  1854 

My  very  deal  Son— 

My  heart  was  cheered,  by  Robert,  only  a  few  minutes  before  1 
started,  coming  on  Hoard  Sc  handing  me  your  kind  &  welcome  letter 
of  t  7th  ins. 

I  I  it  1 1  y  participate  in  your  happiness  on  the  arrival  of  your  preci¬ 
ous  Sister  and  little  flock,  now  dearer  to  you  than  ever;  her  visit  will 
gladden  your  desolate  home,  and  beguile  much  of  your  would  be, 
melancholy  thoughts,  in  spite  of  reason,  unbiden,  our  heart  will  at 
times  retire  to  its  lonely,  bereaved  stricken  corner— 

1  am  thankl til  that  the  dear  children  are  well— Sc  much  obliged  to 
you  for  the  trouble  you  took  in  seeing  Gotheal— Ere  this,  you  have 
got  my  penctential  letter— 
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You  arc  probably  surprized  to  find  my  date  from  Mk.ua— our 
blessed  1  rcasurc  lias  five  teeth  through — R  two  coming,  whit  It  ga\e 
her  great  trouble,  made  her  exceedingly  fretful— R  the  palms  of  her 
hands  always  hot,  R  the  weather  had  become  very  sultry  which  she 
lelt  very  se\  erely— those  red  spots  made  their  appearance  as  on  I  ,ooly 
R  Eliza,  and  I  became  afraid  to  risk  her  there  any  longer— 1  am  re¬ 
joiced  that  I  acted  so  promptly  in  coming  here,  the  heat  was  intense 
R  had  a  terrible  cilect  on  her,  she  cried  most  piteously  R  seemed 
really  to  suiter —  1  o  day  is  a  Mktia  day,  clear  R  cool,  and  she  is  her 
former  self,  well,  good  R  joyous  R  1  trust  will  remain  so— Maria  is  as 
good  as  ever,  and  she  is  baby’s  idol— 

As  regards  Robert  telling  you  that  he  wanted  no  money,  he 
thought  he  had  enough  to  bring  him  to  Detroit,  but  had  not  nearly 
enough— I  am  afraid  that  he  lost  all  his  horse  trappings:  Saddle,  Rc 
—he  says  that  the  box  R  bag  were  worth  $100— lie  is  to  go  to  Mr 
bacon  to  learn  Math.  R  English,  to  take  French  lessons  in  a  private 
c  lass— R  Music  Ironi  Mr  Monds1— You  remember  him— ’twas  he  who 
was  so  polite  to  our  dear  John— I  le  has  been  called  to  sorrow- lie  had 
been  married  seven  years,  and  had  no  child— ant  icipat  ing  much  hap¬ 
piness  in  expectation  of  soon  being  a  father,  lie  sat  in  line  spirits 
with  other  company  and  his  wife,  R  her  Mother,  chatting  until  1  1 
O’clock  P.M.  An  hour  after  he  was  aroused  by  the  illness  of  his  wife, 
her  hour  had  come,  in  4  hours  a  daughter  was  born,  exactly  that  hour 
and  day  37  years  since  she  was  horn— she  lived  to  ask,  “Is  my  child 
perfect?  What  is  it?’’  O11  being  told  a  daughter,  1  am  thankful,  it  is 
just  what  I  wished,  and  peacefully  breathed  her  last— The  Minister 
called  to  officiate  was  a  young  man  whom  the  J e IF.  Ave.  Chh.  had 
tried  to  get— just  one  month  that  clay,  his  young  wife  aged  33,  died 
giving  birth  to  her  fifth  child,  a  daughter— both  children  are  strong 
and  healthy— Oh,  Son,  what  a  dying,  sorrowing  world  we  live  in!! 

We  are  comfortably  R  pleasantly  settled  at  Mrs  Bouchard’s,  kind 
excellent  people— 

My  love  R  kisses  for  my  dear  children— to  dear  Mrs  Stiles  R  Stevens 
—please  remember  me  kindly  to  all  Mrs  Taylor’s  family— My  love 
to  your  dear,  kind  Mother  R  Sister— to  Mrs  Griffin  R  warmest,  high¬ 
est  respects  to  your  Father— May  the  light  of  God’s  countenance  be 
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abidingly  yours  that  you  may  know  &  feel  the  Joy  of  his  Salvation— 
R:  his  blessed  peace  &  love  be  upon  your  house,  with  my  best  love  to 
you  is  the  daily  prayer  of  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

I  am  driven — the  mail  c  loses  in  a  lew  minutes. 

1  Mr.  JdM'jili  Moiuls,  one  ol  the  best  known  teaeliers  and  musicians  in  Detroit. 


Dearest  Son— 


Mackina,  June  29,  1 854 


Altho  I  know  )  on  at e  very  able  to  carry  R:  (so  far  as  human  wisdom 
goes)  >oui  own  R:  my  troubles,  too,  yet  my  anxious  temperament  sees, 
pet  https  1  idiculously  much  trouble,  in  your  again  beginning  anew 
your  domestic  arrangements-May  God  guide  you  &  send  you  such, 
as  you  need— 

II  it  is  not  too  muc  h  trouble,  do  tell  me  how  you  made  out  to  bring 
things  to  .1  close?  Was  she  faithlul  in  discharge  ol  duty  to  our  sweet 
Looly  &  Elizas'  1  leel  the  truth  of  your  remarks  of  Christians!  It  is 
a  most  desirable  grace,  to  live  abidingly  in  the  thought,  that  we  are 
In  nig  Epistles,  lead  ol  all  men  &  that  we  are  hound,  to  adorn  the 
doctrines  ol  God  our  Saviour,  but  when  we  attain  (hat  grace,  all 
“selfishness”,  all  “coldness”  R:c  will  be  anihilatcd,  &:  we.  will  be  taken 
to  our  higher  holier  abode,  where  is  no  more  sorrow  nor  toil,  but 
hateful  self,  lost  in  Christ— 

I  am  disappointed,  in  my  dear  Mary’s  &  Bessie’s  present  for  their 
beautiful  record  of  good,  from  their  daily  walk-I  meant  that  each 
at  least  should  have  $1.1 5!  Please  get  them  each  an  other  of  that  same 
set  of  History  (i.e.)  if  you  approve  them,  I  mention  them,  because 
Maty  had  some  already,  R;  1  thought  it  would  be  well  to  go  on  w’iili 
the  set— Looly  must  have  something,  that  he  can  have  in  daily  use, 
R:  say  “G a  Ma”  gave  it  to  me— Your  little  carriage  was  the  best  &  most 
useful  present  you  could  have  got  for  our  blessed  Kate-She  under¬ 
stood  the  whole  cercmonie  of  being  dressed  &c,  &  if  detained  only 
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a  few  minutes  for  Maria  to  dress,  she  gets  so  impatient  that  we  have 
to  put  her  in  her  carriage  until  all  is  ready  for  her  ride— She  has  six 
teeth  Sc  I  think  is  cutting  one  or  two— She  is  fretful,  hands  hot,  & 
wants  to  bite  continually,  and  when  by  the  papers  I  see  that  the 
Thermometer  in  the  shade,  in  a  cool  place,  on  Jell.  Ave.  stood  <)(i!  — 
lam  truly  thankful  that  I  brought  her  so  early  away— 

Sarah  writes  me  that  the  Scarlet  Fever  prevails  in  a  very  malignant 
form— 

Maria  is  just  what  she  was,  certainly  the  most  remarkable  wet 
nurse  I  ever  saw,  or  heard  of— instead  of  putting  all  under  contribu¬ 
tion,  her  study  every  where  is,  to  give  no  trouble— When  you  left  me, 
I  had  no  little  anxiety,  fearing  that  when  your  restaint  was  re¬ 
moved.  I  should  have  trouble— But  she  is  just  as  good  as  the  first  day 
we  got  her  Sc  our  angel  Baby  idolizes  her— She  sleeps  at  the  head  of 
my  bed,  so  that  1  know  that  by  night,  as  well  as  by  day,  she  is  affec¬ 
tionately  attentive— She  is  one  among  the  very  few  Nurses  1  have 
ever  seen  in  Detroit,  who  will  roll  a  carriage  through  the  streets— 
She  will  go  any  where  with  it— Coining  up  on  the  Rout,  she  gave 
Baby  a  Emitted  ride— 

I  guess  I  shall  swallow  up  the  whole  of  Atkinson’s  next  $25— The 
wood-house,  fence  and  back  Gallery  were  suffering  for  paint— So  1 
set  the  Man  to  painting— he  had  got  nearly  through  when  1  left— 
Miss  Rockwell  writes  me  that  he  is  very  faithful— 1  ler  account  of 
Robert  is  delightful— she  says  he  is  the  best  principled  boy  she  ever 
saw— fully  to  be  relied  upon  under  all  circumstances— l Jnt il  School 
commences,  she  kindly  instructs  him  She  finds  him  much  farther 
advanced  in  all  his  studies  than  we  feared— &  is  very  studious— has 
begun  music  and  diligently  practices— he  seems  perfectly  happy  Sc 
well— 

Remember  me  most  affectionately  to  Mrs  Walker1— I  rejoice  that 
she  is  with  you,  altho  it  will  only  be  the  joy  of  sorrow  to  your 
stricken  heart— My  affectionate  rcmemberance  to  all  my  Morristown 
friends,  especially  to  those  to  whom  she  was  so  dear— My  affectionate 
regards  to  the  family  in  Bond  Street— 

That  God  may  comfort  Sc  guide  you,  Sc  be  the  God  of  your  house¬ 
hold,  dear  Son,  is  my  daily  prayer— Kiss  my  precious,  tenderly  loved 
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children  with  much  love  from  me,  and  for  yourself,  my  heart's  ten- 
derest  sympathy  and  love— 1,  too,  am  luxuriating  in  the  lonely  joy 
of  Sorrow,  in  the  retrospection  of  happy,  happy  days— You  must  live 
in  the  present  &  future— I,  all  in  the  past¬ 
il  ver  your  Affectionate 

Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Dave  has  written  home  that  he  will  not  stand  a  nomination  for  Con¬ 
gress  again. 

1  Mrs.  Walker  was  William  Baker’s  sister,  who  was  visiting  him  in  Morristown. 


Mkna,  July  8,  1 85.1 

Dear  Son— 

1  have  just  reed  your  welcome  favor  of  the  24th  ult.— ere  this,  your 
happy,  though  sorrowful  visit,  with  and  from  your  dear  Sister  is 
ended,  and  you  left  alone,  with  not  one  to  whom  you  could  say  “all 
my  alllictions  will  work  out  for  me  an  eternal  weight  of  glory”— 

For  myself,  l  do  not  think  1  have  felt  so  gloomy  since  my  blessed 
Kate’s  departure,  as  l  have  done  since  1  have  been  here— 1  have  visit  - 
ted  all  the  old  premises,  and  every  spot  speaks  and  reminds  me  of 
the  transitoriness  of  the  earth's  highest  joys— All  my  Mkna  children! 
their  father!  8c  the  bright,  the  early  saved  of  an  other  generation, 
forming  a  family  8c  I  leaven— While  I  am  left  the  head,  of  the  rem¬ 
nant!  which  I  trust  God  in  his  infinite  love  8c  mercy  is  sparing  until 
by  his  power  they  too  may  become  mete  for  the  inheritance  of  the 
Saints  in  light— Altho  I  know  it  is  right,  yet  1  feel  sad,  at  the  thought 
of  Miss  Hayden  leaving,  the  two  dear  little  ones  had  found  a  place 
to  nestle  in,  and  she  loved  them!  but  I  have  no  fear,  I  believe  God 
our  Saviour  is  the  God  of  your  house  and  he  will  order  all  things 
well— 

The  arrival  of  Mr  8c  Mrs  McMurran  too  was  a  renewal  of  your 
sorrows— she  loved  Kate  8c  Kate  loved  them— She  always  dwelt  on 
that  visit  to  Natchez,  with  great  delight— I  hope  their  visit  to  Europe 
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will  be  replete  with  all  the  pleasure,  &  health,  which  their  fondest 
wishes  anticipate— I  am  glad  that  you  thought  ol  giving  them  letters 
to  the  Stuarts— I  know  that  every  thing  will  be  done  lor  their  pleas¬ 
ure  that  they  know  how  to  do— '1  hey  begged  Mr  Lyell  to  come.  Hag 
X:  Haggage,  cl i  1  ec  t  to  their  house — In  your  address,  did  you  remember 
that  they  had  left  Kdinburgh  &  gone  25  miles  oil  to  • » r>  bridge  St., 
M ussel borough?  Alex.  Sr.  with  daughter,  Mary,  are  spending  their 
Summer  in  the  Highlands,  at  their  old  1  lomcstead- 

I  retrieved  a  lew  lines  from  Doct  &  Mary  by  the  last  boat,  date 
loth  June— Mary  "had  been  alarmingly  ill,  I)rs  eyes  so  bad,  that  he 
dared  not  write  but  a  few  lines— they  both  speak  of  you,  &  Mary  says, 

"  I  fully  meant  to  write  to  Mr  baker  to  day,  but  1  am  uttet  ly  unable, 
1  am  too  weak”— 

1  sent  you  those  papers,  for  at  the  time  1  was  suffering  so  from 
Asthma  I  dared  not  write,  to  extract  from  them— Nothing  hurts  me 
so  much  as  writing— 

Miss  Rockwell  writes  me  by  every  boat— she  says  that  Robert  is 
the  best  boy  she  ever  saw,  firm,  inflexibly  right  in  principle,  he  will 
no!  do  wrong  knowingly— \ le  is  studying  very  diligently,  and  she 
thinks,  when  the  School  opens,  that  he  will  compare  well  with  any 
boy  of  his  age-lie  has  begun  to  take  Music  lessons  from  Mi  Mond 
—he  seems  (juite  Contented- 

Yesterday,  1  sent  (in  accordance  with  Doctor’s  order)  to  Robert 
a  Chk  lot  S  1  ()<> — told  him  to  take  1 1  is  lather  s  letter  contain  mg  direc¬ 
tions  to  Mr  Adams,  who  from  the  directions  would  forward  the 
money  to  Francy’s  brothers  at  buH’alo— Please  charge  it— 1  sent  a 
list  to  Robert,  of  all  money  to  be  collected  until  13th  ins.  Sc  wrote 
him,  that  in  two  days  alter  each  was  due,  to  call  on  them,  and  when 
the  money  was  recieved,  to  deposite,  8c  let  me  know— 

Our  sweet  beautiful  Kate  is  in  fine  health  &  exuberant  spirits  but 
oh,  how  lazy,  past  9  months,  Sc  neither  creeps,  stands  nor  steps!  1  can¬ 
not  be  too  thankful  that  1  took  her  just  when  1  did  from  Detroit- 
Some  of  my  friends  thought  I  was  too  early— ever  since  1  left,  the 
weather  there  has  been  oppressively  warm,  g(»  &  98  in  the  shade, 
some  cholera  infantum  &  much  scarlet  fever— It  has  really  renovated 
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Maria  who  continues  exactly  what  she  was— Remember  me  in  love 
lo  the  Bond  Street  family,  to  dear  Mis  Stiles,  and  all  who  loved  our 
sainted  one.  to  Mrs  Taylor  and  hers— 

Kiss  with  much  love  to  them,  my  Mary,  Bessie,  Eliza  and  my  own 
dai  ling  Looly—  I  le  w  ill  never  know  me!  precious  sweet  child!  Some¬ 
times  1  think  our  little  Lamb  most  like  him,  R:  then  like  Eliza— When 
in  thought,  1  find  mysell  in  the  midst  of  those  blessed  bereaved  chil¬ 
dren,  walking  through  that  house,  and  see  her,  whose  absence  lias 
left  so  large  a  Space;  1  burst  into  tears  and  am  soon  soothed  with  the 
one  abiding  thought,  God  loved  her  better,  than  we  all  are  cajxthle 
ol  loving— 8:  took  her!  1 1  is  precious  will,  R:  not  ours,  be  done,  let 
prayer  lor  perfect  acquiescence  in  his  will  be  our  constant  theme  - 
May  God  comfort  you,  guide  you  R:  order  all  your  concerns,  dear 
Son,  with  much  love  lor  you,  is  the  daily  prayer  of  your 

Allect ionale  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart. 


Mkna.  July  i  r,,  i  Sr,  ] 

My  very  dear  Son- 

Will  you  oblige  me,  by  telling  Mr  Townly1  on  his  arrival  in 
Detroit,  to  go  Bag  &  Baggage  direct  to  our  house— Miss  Rockwell 
will  be  there  to  recievc  him  and  contribute  to  their  comfort,  &  alter 
he  gets  here,  1  will  of  course  do  all  1  can  for  him— 

1  cannot  but  feel  sad  that  Miss  Hayden  has  failed  us— from  all  that 
Miss  Rockwell  said,  1  fell  sure  that  our  two  youngest  Lambs  of  the 
flock  had  found  a  happy  Nestling  place— The  Earth  is  the  Lord’s 
he  can  R:  will  provide  proper  means  to  help  you  through  these  sor¬ 
rowing  changing  scenes  of  life— I  wish  you  wotdd  send  Looly  up  to 
me  by  David— You  know  in  this  you  cotdd  trust  Dave,  it  would  be 
heart  &  not  head  work,  it  would  be  his  idolized  Sister  K’s  only  darling 
Son,  1  know  that  he  would  bring  him  safely— He  is  a  great  charge 
for  you  &  you  can  do  nothing  for  him— He  &  our  baby  would  grow 
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together,  learning  to  love  each  other,  and  be  happiei  than  without 
one  nearer  his  own  age,  then  as  soon  as  he  is  able  to  go  b)  your  side 
an  active  boy ,  &  not  infant,  you  can  take  him  away— My  precious 
I-amb  is  in  perfect  health,  &  the  happiest  little  creature  1  ever  saw, 
but  I  am  afraid  too  much  carresscd,  lest  she  may  be  “pulled  up,  & 
think  she  is  something  when  she  is  nothing”— I  am  thankful  that  she 
is  here— Detroit  is  sickly  for  children  8:  the  weather  intensely  hot— 
Mr  Ledyard’s  family,  Mrs  Canfield  R:  family,  Mrs  Noon,  Mr  R:  Mrs 
John  \\rells,  R:  Mrs  McCoskey,  are  all  here— Mr  Lcdyard  told  me  by 
all  means  to  send  for  Robert,  “he  is  looking  very  pale,  and  l  think 
lonesome”— I  wrote  immediately  for  him  and  hope  to  see  him  on 
Wednesday— 

I  wish  dear  Son,  you  would  address  your  letters  direct  to  me  at 
Mkna,  because  they  lay  over  in  Detroit— 

I  have  reed  a  long  letter  from  Mary— she  is  all  charged,  ready  for 
explosion,  because  the  children  could  have  reason  to  complain, 
“Mother,  I  can’t  help  it,  but  I  am  afraid  1  hate  every  one  who  would 
dare  look,  much  more  speak  unkindly  to  one  ol  my  blessed  Sister’s 
children— Oh,  Mother,  how  1  loved  her— Their  death  has  changed 
my  whole  feelings  R:  views  of  life”— Yes,  they  have  left  in  all  our 
hearts  a  space  that  can  never  again,  in  like  manner  be  Idled! 

This  morning  brings  the  sad  intelligence  of  Mr  Ikirstow’s  death! 
lie  is  a  serious  loss  to  our  Educational  part  of  Detroit  Sc  indeed  to 
the  whole  City— Such  men  are  too  few,  to  be  parted  with  lightly— 
Although  not  a  prolessor  ol  religion,  his  life  was  much  mote  leaning 
to  the  Gospel  of  Christ  than  many  professing— - 

I  feel  anxious  poor  Sarah  and  her  family— I  wish  you  would  go 
somewhere  out  of  the  atmosphere  of  Detroit— 

Your  Sister’s  visit  to  you  was  really  an  oasis  in  your  depart— I  wish 
the  dear  children  could  have  been  more  together— Oh,  cultivate  in 
them  love  of  the  worthy  part  of  their  Kindred— You  Sc  I  have  been 
brought  to  Icel  the  utter  loneliness  of  having  no  ties,  but  sister,  R:c— 
Kind  regards  to  Miss  Hayden  R:  Coxe— Oh,  may  the  latter  hold 
out!  With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son,  I  pray  daily  that  you  will  have 
much  of  Christ’s  presence  and  comforting,  sustaining  8:  guiding 
grace,  Sc  that  his  peace  may  be  on  you  and  your  1  Iousehold— Soon 
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our  toils  &  sorrow  will  he  over,  and  we,  if  we  arc  what  we  profess  to 
be,  will  have  joined  our  lamily  in  Heaven, 
liver  your  Affec  t ionate 

Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

1  Rev.  John  II.  Town  ley,  I’aslor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Morristown. 
-  Samuel  Barstow  died  July  12,  185!,  of  Cholera  in  Bullalo.  He  was  a  lawyer  by 
profession,  "lie  was  prominent  in  library,  benevolent  and  educational  affairs.”  At  the 
time  ol  his  death  he  was  School  inspector. 


Mackina,  July  19,  1854 

My  very  dear  Son- 

l.ast  night’s  Boat  brought  your  two  acceptable  favors  of  8th  & 
10th  ins. 

I  am  rejoiced  that  you  looked  at  the  Stocking  purchase  as  1  did  — 
1  am  grieved,  dear  Son,  that  you  call  it  “taking  a  liberty”  to  send  Mr 
Town  ley  directly  to  our  house— I  had  anticipated  you  in  so  doing, 
having  written  to  you  to  that  effect,  and  to  Miss  Rockwell,  to  pay  him 
every  attention. 

1  have  just  bought  a  bottle  of  Ink  so  pale  that  I  am  afraid  writing 
will  not  be  legible— 

From  this  time  forward,  will  you  always  send  any  of  your  friends 
direct  to  my  home,  whom  you  think  /  could  make  comfortable— 
You  know  how  I  can  entertain  them  and  you  know  what  manner  of 
life  would  make  them  comfortable,  and  such  as  1  can  shall  with  full 
heart,  be  freely  bestowed— 

1  am  anxious  to  bear  something  of  Mrs  McCrea— What  a  blessing 
is  hope!  What  do  you  think  of  poor  weak  me,  after  the  tremendous 
lessons  1  have  recieved?— to  dare  again  hope,  R:  yet  I  catch  myself 
dwelling  with  delight  upon  the  hope  of  Doctor  &  Mary  coming 
North— Money  can  not  pay  for  the  terrible  disadvantages  under 
which  their  children  suffer— 

I  wish  you  would  send  your  letters  direct  to  Mkna,  until  the  last 
of  July,  when,  if  I  hear  favorable  reports  from  Detroit,  I  hope  to 
return— I  came  for  my  baby’s  safety  8c  shall  not  return  to  run  any 
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C>  jo 

1  ^  sc* i )  1  loi  Robert  I  lie  others  I  know  are  more  eoinlortably 

oil,  than  they  could  possibly  be  here,  and  if  not,  1  am  not  the  one 
to  arrange  lor  any,  but  Robert  &  Baby -for  them,  1  am  lc.sponsible- 
I  cannot  send  act. mate  statements  ol  who  has  pd  m  the  last  month 
but  will  when  I  can— 

R\ci  lenieinber  me  in  love  to  the  friends  ol  my  precious  Rate, 
who  arc  all  dear  to  my  heart— 

With  much  love, 

Your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Dearly  loved  Son— 


Mkn.t,  J uly  i>l\  i  85  j 


Eirst,  concerning  your  heart  interest,  our  little  Lamb  R  Nurse  are 
in  line  health  R:  spirits— she  is  the  happiest,  most  “wide  awake”  Babe 
I  ev ei  saw  She  is  the  admiration  ol  every  one — She  creeps  every 
where  and  stands  by  a  chair— Your  carriage  was  the  most  useful,  and 
happiest  thought  of  present,  that  was  ever  made— She  seems  to  un¬ 


derstand  that  she  came  here  lor  air,  and  she  is  taking  hei  full  share 
ol  it— She  almost  lives  in  her  carriage— I  am  only  ah  aid  she  will 


acquire  a  taste  for  gadding—  Maria  enjoys  it  very  much— You  would 
be  amused  to  see  the  little  creature  make  herself  understood  when 


the  time  arrives  when  she  thinks  she  must  go  to  ride — 

Do  not  be  troubled  at  any  reports  you  may  hear  ol  Cholera— the 
cases  heic  ate  all  imported,  two  or  three  have  recovered,  some  have 
died- 


1  reed  a  letter  from  Robert1  yesterday,  all  well,  the  best  written, 
spelt  R:  dictated  ol  any  I  ever  reed  from  him— Should  God  spare  his 
1 1 1 e  to  return,  he  will  have  made  a  most  delightful  &  instructive 
cruize— He  wishes  to  bring  interest  to  bear  with  the  Sec.  of  Navy  to 
leave  him  there  until  next  May,  when  lie  can  manage  to  get  his  fam¬ 
ily  home  free  of  expense  (i.e.)  extra-lie  says  il  he  returns  with  his 
Ship,  he  will  have  to  get  a  furlough,  return  to  Europe  for  his  family, 
which  will  cost  him  $1000— 
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I  have  never  in  lour  years  been  so  weak  &:  nervus  from  Asthma, 
as  I  now  am— Under  these  circumstances,  writing  always  adds  to 
the  severity  ol  the  attack— so  excuse  my  writing  only  on  business— 
My  love  to  all  the  children  &:  my  Morristown  friends— With  nuu  li 
for  yourself,  with  daily  prayer  that  God  may  be  your  strength  Jv  con¬ 
solation  &  have  your  household  in  his  holy  keeping,  ever  your 

Allect ionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


(Letter  inclosed  Iroin  Abbott  &  Clark) 

Write  me  immediately  R:  say  whether  1  shall  send  him  a  chk.  lor 

§(58-77 

In  1 1 is  note  accompanying  above,  he  says  he  will  thank  me  for  my 
Chk..  by  Bearer. 

1  It.  Rnlnit  Smart,  J..I..S.'  son,  alludicd  to  the  Mediterranean  Squadron. 


Mkna,.  J uly  i* (i , 

Dear  Son— 

i  his  morning’s  mail  brings  word  that  Mrs  Bouchard’s  family  will 
be  hereon  the  morrow’s  Boat,  I  must  leave,  1  cannot  get  accommoda¬ 
tion  in  an  other  private  family  in  the  Island,  to  go  into  either  ol  the 
large  I  lotels,  1  cannot— in  the  first  place,  they  are  filled  to  overflow¬ 
ing— in  the  second,  for  me  alone,  they  charge  $2.50  per  month,  how 
much  lor  Maria  1  did  not  ask,— I  look  upon  the  whole  as  providen¬ 
tial— 1  had  become  disturbed  at  the  thought  ol  Dave’s  family  being 
lei t  to  the  “mercy  of  the  Waves”— &  Robert,  having  been  entrusted 
to  my  care,  to  be  left  alone  by  me,  should  he  sicken  or  die  in  my 
absence,  1  could  not  very  easily  render  an  account  to  his  doating 
parents— I  wrote  to  him  to  come  up,  as  I  had  determined  to  remain 
here  until  2nd  week  in  Sept,  but  he  sensibly  declined,  as  he  “had 
just  become  interested  in  his  studies  &:  Music”— 

Our  Baby  is  in  full  health,  as  well  as  her  Nurse,  Sc  1  think  to  have 
her  cross  the  Ferry  every  day,  &  in  her  carriage  ride  an  hour  or  so 
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on  the  Can.  side,  with  Clod’s  blessing,  we  may  hope  all  will  end 
well— 

I  wish  you  could  see  &  hear  her  call  "Malia"— She  rolls  her  tongue 
out  ol  her  mouth,  which  forms  distinctly  the  middle  sound  "lia”— 
She  never  cries  &  is  the  pel  of  every  one  in  the  house— Mr  Bouchard 
asked  me  a  little  while  since,  il  my  Baby  ever  cried?? 

I  hope  that  1  shall  yet  be  in  Detroit  to  meet  8:  welcome  M  i  l  ownly 
—And  il  Mrs  McCrea  has  not  past,  will  you  write  to  her  (if  you  think 
that  I  live  in  form)  and  with  my  love  tell  her,  that  1  beg  she  will  come 
with  her  sons  &  Baggage  direct  to  our  house,  8:  if  she  will  wi  ite  me 
in  time,  1  will  have  I  larris  down  to  take  charge  of  every  thing— 

I  write  in  haste  that  it  may  go  oil  in  the  morning  mail,  to  prevent 
your  addressing  any  more  letters  to  this  place— 

Oh,  I  beg  that  1  may  be  kept  in  the  rememberance  of  those  blessed 
children— Kiss  each  8:  tell  them  Grand  Mother  sent  it,  8:  how  much 
she  loves  them,  8:  how  constantly  they  are  in  her  mind  till  tears  choke 
me— What  a  sacred,  sweet  precious  legacy  they  are  to  us— May  God 
give  us  grace  to  rear  them  in  his  fear  &  love  k  for  his  honor  &  glory— 
1  hey  must  be  his—  1  hey  are,  by  dedication— Oh,  that  they  may  be 
by  generation— 

Remember  me  in  great  kindness  to  the  ladies,  with  much  love  to 
Mrs  Stitcs,  and  all  whom  our  Kate  loved,  8:  loved  her— My  grateful 
love  to  your  dear  Mother,  highest  respects  to  your  father  &  Mrs 
Griffin— 

That  God  may  comfort  you,  &  guide  you  in  all  your  way,  and  your 
dedicated  Household  be  in  his  holy  Keeping,  is  my  unceasing  prayer 
— With  much  love  to  you,  dear  lonely,  sorrowful  Son,  ever 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart. 


I  have  just  reed  a  long  8:  interesting  letter  from  Robert— he  wishes  to 
get  orders  from  Sec.  Navy  to  stay  out  an  other  year— I  le  may  have,  8: 
I  suspect  has,  other  reasons,  but  the  ostensible  one  is,  if  he  returns 
in  the  Ship— he  will  have  to  go  back  for  Ellen  which  will  cost  him 
?  1  000— 
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Detroit,  Aug.  3d,  1851 

Dear  Son— 

You  are,  as  /  was,  astonished  R:  troubled  to  see  me  date  from  De¬ 
troit  in  suc  h  melting  weather,  but  the  providences  of  God  all  seem 
to  order  it  so— When  1  took  my  Baby  from  Detroit,  she  was  in  perfect 
health,  our  City  healthy,  and  there  was  no  reason  why  1  should  not 
have  done  as  I  did— The  Cholera  alarmed  me  about  Robert,  and 
report  said  Miss  Rockwell  was  looking  very  ill— Sarah’s  letters  were 
more  than  gloomy— She,  carrying  her  poor  little  children  twice  .1 
week  to  the  Island  &c— I  wrote  to  Robert  to  come  immediately  to 
Mkna— he  did  not  come— and  wholly  unexpectedly  Mr  Bouchard’s 
parents  arrived!  which  decided  vie  to  immediately  return,  R:  share 
whatever  was,  with  my  family— 

I  returned  on  28th— found  Miss  Rockwell  looking  very  ill— Sarah 
&  all  hers  at  Gross  Isle— Robert  had  left  in  the.  Morning  Boat,  with 
Mr  Townly— and  the  letter,  which  I  had  written  to  bring  him  to 
Mkna,  did  not  reach  here  until  the  day  after  my  arrival  15  days  after 
it  was  written!  The  weather  alarmed  me  for  my  baby— from  Friday 
to  Monday,  the  'Flier,  never  ranged  less  in  the  shade  than  87,  &  two 
days  102!!  In  the  early  Morning,  1  keep  Nurse  &  Baby  in  the  Omni¬ 
bus.  riding  up  R:  down  the  Avenue,  for  one  hour— then  she  takes  her 
nap— When  one  side  of  street  is  shady  about .{  She  takes  to  her  own 
Carriage  R:  rides,  or  is  drawn  by  Maria,  until  about  5— When  again 
they  take  Omnibus,  ride  to  the  Ferry,  and  cross  back  R:  forth  until 
f>  to  7— for  the  awful  hot  nights,  She  R:  Maria  had  the  Parlors  wholly 
to  themselves— Now,  they  sleep  up  in  the  front  Bed  Room,  Favinia’s 
—it  is  the  coolest  R:  most  pleasant  in  the  1  louse— all  doors  being  open 
—I  hear  every  sound,  for  no  sleep  is  given  to  me  after  two,  until 
broad  day  light— Baby  R:  nurse  sleep  as  “sound  as  a  roach”— 

I  have  been  thus  particular  that  you  may  keep  your  mind  free 
from  a  thought  of  care  for  your  strayed  Lamb— Daily  1  wish  you 
could  look  at  her— She  is  beautiful,  the  immage  of  Looly,  not  so 
pretty,  she  needs  his  beautiful  dark  Eye— hers  you  remember  are 
blue— She  is  in  perfect  health,  so  that  she  is  the  wonder  of  all  be¬ 
holders— Always  happy  R:  ready  for  a  frolic— She  seems  to  feel  her 
strength  with  me— will  snatch  my  spectacles  off,  R:  look  very  triumph- 
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sruA nr  let  runs 


aiitly  around  for  approbat ion— She  creeps  all  over  like  a  little  mouse, 
stands  by  chairs  &  walks  Irom  one  end  of  the  back  Gallery  to  the 
other,  holding  the  rungs  of  the  banister— With  God  blessing  the 
means,  1  leel  encouraged  to  hope  that  she  will  get  through  the  sum¬ 
mer  in  fine  health— 

Robert  has  gone  all  around  L. Superior— his  school  has  begun,  but 
this  does  not  trouble  me— he  left  home,  upon  the  strength  ol  a  sen¬ 
tence  from  me,  in  a  letter  to  Sarah— ‘  I  am  sorry  and  much  disap¬ 
pointed  that  Robert  did  not  come  in  the  Boat"—  Finding  1  wished  it, 
he  started— He  will  very  much  profit  by  being  with  Mr  Bacon  (i 
months  &  then  we  have  the  promise,  through  Mr  Duflield  &  Mi  1  ,ed- 
yard,  of  having  a  lirst  rate  School,  to  fit  him  for  College-!  reed  a 
letter  from  his  parents  yesterday,  date  July  5— Dr.  had  returned,  all 
well— kitty  (please  tell  Bessie  this)  had  two  teeth  pulled,  three  or 
lour  plugged— 

My  blessed  Mary’s  beautifully  told  Dot  e  Story  drew  tears  from  my 
eyes,  her  precious  Mother,  would  hate  been  so  delighted!  Oh,  how 
sad,  how  gloomy,  every  thing  seems,  because  she  cannot  mingle  her 
sympathies  with  us,  or  rather  we,  ours  with  hers— These  earthly 
shadows,  which  seem  to  make  us  cling  to  Karth  &  bind  us  to  earth  by 
love,  she  soars  above!  Oh,  dear  Son,  our  lot  is  bitter— 1  do  not  say  it 
complainingly,  but  only  to  utter  a  part  of  my  sorrows  to  one,  who  is 
touched  in  like  manner— 

I  grieve  at  Mary1  not  writing  to  me,  She  will  never  love  me,  nor 
know  me— I  alone  am  the  sufferer,  but  1  cannot  leel  willing  to  have 
it  so — 

Have  you  seen  in  any  paper  the  death  of  Robert’s  wife?  There  is 
a  report  here  that  it  was  in  a  N.York  paper,  died  at  Florence,  wife 
of  R.S.-U.S.N. 

Miss  Rockwell  left  on  the  1st  fora  cruize  around  L.  Superior  and 
two  weeks  visit  on  the  Island  of  Mkna— Ward  presented  her  with  a 
I  tee  Ticket— &:  Mrs  Bouchard  with  an  imitation  lot  a  home,  thus 
Gocl  provides  for  his  children— 

1  regret  I  missed  Mr  Townly— he  only  spent  a  day  with  Miss  R— 

I  hope  he  will  shorten  his  visit  in  Mkna  &  make  out  his  vacation  with 
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me— Miss  R— took  him  every  where,  to  all  worth  seeing— to  Canada 
fee— 


Sliall  I  from  lime  to  time  send  you  an  account  of  Robert’s  ex¬ 
penses,  or  send  them  quarterly— I  am  alia  id  they  will  he  more  than 
his  patents  expect— He  has  already  had  S.p>— Dr  writes  lor  him  to 
get  a  1  Iorse— This  I  would  not  dare  say  Nay  to,  but  l  am  afraid  they 
will  all  regret  it— here  you  can  scarcely  find  a  Man  capable  of  taking 
charge  of  a  pig,  much  less  a  fine  horse— I  lay  &  Oats  are  exceedingly 
expensive— A  man  demands  $2  per  month  extra,  if  he  has  the  tare 
ol  a  horse— It  will,  I  fear,  take  his  mind  much  from  his  studies— 1 1  is 
horse  will  be  always  on  the  go,  from  lending  it  to  his  large  circ  le  ol 
acquaintances— R:  will  soon  be  ruined  or  killed— He  wrote,  tit  my 
instigation,  to  know  how  much  Pocket  money  lie  must  be  allowed— 
I  hey  tell  him,  they  leave  that  to  his  own  judgement,  that  Grand¬ 
mother  has  funds  enough  in  her  hands  to  furnish  him,  beloiwim- 
to  his  hither— I  thought  they  would  see  the  motive,  in  asking  a  speci¬ 
fied  sum— Robert’s  views  of  spending  money  in  Texas  are  widely 
different  1 10m  Detroit—  I  here  he  had  only  his  father’s  example,  here 
he  has  the  example  of  spendthrift  Hoys,  who  have  a  thousand  arti¬ 
ficial  wants— He  is  the  best  boy  I  have  ever  seen— Kind,  pleasant,  no 
trouble  rather  an  acquisition,  he  is  like  my  own  in  my  affect  ions,  but 


ol  course  I  can  not  do  with  him  as  my  own,  &:  should  he  go  to  ruin 
in  my  hands,  how  could  I  answer  lor  it?  lie  already  is  very  anxious 
to  Smoke! ! 

At  Mkna,  from  persons  who  know,  1  learned  the  character  of  his 
Associates— they  are  lads  from  15  to  18— Harry  Kerchival— Smokes, 
plays  Hilliards— Ninepins— eats  oyster  suppers,  drinks  Brandy  R; 
Whiter— 110  business — a  boy  at  school!  Where  does  the  Hoy  get  the 
means?  And  T.  M.  Reynolds  son— manly,  i(i,  ditto— other  names  to 
the  amt  of  to  whom  neither  you  nor  I  know,  but  friends  of  the  above 
—"nil  Gentlemen's  children”— Now,  our  dear  Robert  is  so  unsophis¬ 
ticated  he  only  sees  in  this  clique  a  genteel  swagger— knows  they 
c  laim  acquaintance  with  his  parents  fee  He  came  to  me  one  day  and 
said  “Grand  Mother,  I  lent  Mrs  Chester  a  half  Dollar  this  Afternoon” 
— Ol  course,  I  was  surprized  &:  enquired  into  particulars— “George 
came  running  to  me  R:  said,  ‘Oh,  Hob,  my  Mother  would  thank  you 
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for  50  cts— She  only  has  Five  Dollars,  &  wishes  to  pay  a  Rill’”.-  Rob 
got  it— “Sonny”,  said  1,1  am  sorry  to  hear  this,  lor  1  wished  to  enter¬ 
tain  a  good  opinion  of  Chester,  but  his  Mother  never  did  such  a 
thing  in  her  life.  You  will  never  get  your  half  Dollar,  that  is  nothing, 
if  you  gain  experience  it  is  worth  two  half  Dollars”— Since  my  return, 
1  understand  that  Robert  was  present  when  some  of  the  young  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  settling  A/cs,  among  whom  was  Chester— Robert  said, 
“Oil,  by  the  bye,  Chester,  you  have  owed  me  a  hall  Dollar  for  a 
month,  and  you  were  to  pay  it  immediately”— “I  don’t  owe  you  a 
cent”,  replied  Chester,  'I  pd  you  the  next  week,  we  were  standing 
in  the  P. Office  together,  and  I  pd  you”— Bob  it  seems  was  terribly 
shocked,  but  reed  all  in  silence  &:  pocketted  his  loss— the  money  is 
nothing— the  transaction,  wrong  for  Robert  to  witness— 

As  tilings  stand,  when  he  wants  money,  how  can  1  properly  refuse? 
Or,  how  call  him  to  account?  Evil  communication  corrupts  good 
manners— Ol  this  I  am  afraid— Mary  says  he  must  never  be  out  at 
night— The  poor  boy  would  become  deranged  in  our  dark,  gloomy 
house,  only  Miss  R— &  mysell  for  company— He  is  a  good  deal  at 
Sarah’s,  M  iss  R— says,  and  you  know  how  dissipating  to  mind  she  is— 
My  hope  is,  he  will  get  engaged  in  his  studies  &  not  want  the  excite¬ 
ment  afforded  by  that  intercourse— 

I  have  written  too  much  for  you  to  read  &:  am  exhausted  -When 

I  hear,  I  will  tell  you  who  have  pci - Sarah  Sc  hers  all  well- 

My  love  to  my  dear  precious  children,  how  I  long  to  see  them— 
Love  to  your  family  &  my  Morristown  friends— With  much  for  your¬ 
self,  dear  Son,  from  your 


Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Mary  Baker. 


Detroit,  Aug.  4,  1 854 

Dear  Son— 

I  sent  you  yesterday  an  A/c  for  $600  for  Assessment  for  pav  ing— 
5th— I  have  just  reed  your  welcome  favor— covering  my  dear 
Mary’s  and  Bessie’s  sweet  acceptable  well  written  letters,  also  yours 
of  27:  forwarded  from  Mkna— Oh,  how  the  manifest  improvement 
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in  those  precious  children  rejoices  my  heart— I  sometimes  think  they 
are  dearer  to  me  than  any  thing  on  Earth— 1  think  ol  them  first  in 
the  Morning,  &  last  at  night— My  own  little  lonely  Looly  &  Eliza, 
when  you  are  absent,  to  whom  do  they  go?  They  are  too  line  gold 
to  go  under  common  servants’  control  or  influence— Oh  Son,  dear 
Son,  my  heart  aches  lor  you— All  I  can  do  is  to  implore  our  1  leavenly 
Father,  to  comfort  you— Sc  order  your  concerns,  as  will  most  glorify 
himself  and  then  all  will  be  well— 

Oh,  il  1  could  see  my  darling  Looly  building  his  house!!  1  suppose 
il  they  did  not  stand  right,  he  would  throw  them  at  me,  Sc  then  laugh: 
I  wish  you  could  see  the  triumphant  look  of  my  little  Lamb  when 
she  succeeds  in  snatching  my  spectacles  from  my  nose— 

1  think  our  Bessie  deserves  seventy-times  seven  Cr.  marks  for  her 
punctuality,  for  that  costs  her  great  effort— 1  think  she  is  naturally 
neat  &  orderly,  her  drawer  always  was  in  order— I  am  delighted  that 
they  are  getting  on  in  their  music— And  my  precious  angel  Eliza, 
how  completely  she  has  driven  herself  to  education— She  reminds 
me  ol  her  sainted  Mother— by  &:  bye  she  will  begin  to  cry  “because 
those  big  girls  wont  let  her  get  ahead  of  them'’— She  seems  like  Sam¬ 
uel,  called  from  infancy— Oh,  do  place  Mary  at  the  head  of  your 
"Fable— You  will  by  it  preserve  your  own  independence— it  will  be 
every  thing  lor  Mary— You  know  she  used  to  love  to  do  the  honors 
occasionally  when  her  dear  Mother  was  indisposed— it  will  inspire 
her  with  confidence— give  her  dignity  of  character,  Sc  influence,  with 
the  younger  ones,  Sc  so  from  one  step  to  an  other,  should  God  spare 
her  lile,  she  will  be  able  to  head  your  house,  with  your  council,  more 
to  your  satisfaction  than  any  other  will — 1  hope  you  may  pe  succcss- 
lul  in  the  approaching  change— 

I  forget  whether  I  told  you  that  Miss  Rockwell  &  Robert  we  re¬ 
making  the  rounds  of  L. Superior— Our  weather  now  is  delightfully 
cool— 

Baby  in  the  Morning  takes  the  Omnibus  rides  as  far  as  the  Ceme¬ 
tery,  down  the  Avenue— &  crosses  the  Ferry,  &  Omnibus  home,  which 
brings  about  12  O’clock,  then  when  the  side  of  the  street  is  shady— 
She  takes  her  own  carriage  and  rides  until  she  gets  tired— She  is  little- 
bit  of  a  Mistress,  for  all  from  love  seem  devoted  to  her— 
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1  believe  now  1  have  told  you  all  I  can  think  of— My  love  to  my 
dear  children— tell  them  what  a  sweet  engaging- sister  the)  have  and 
that  she  shews  great  taste  for  music,  especially  in  lime— loves  Kittens 
as  much  as  Mary  did,  Sc  birds  as  much  as  Bessie — and  1  hope  she  will 
love  her  books,  R:  to  learn  Hymns  as  well  as  our  deai  gentle  Fli/a— 
and  I  do  not  care  il  she  has  all  sweet  Looly’s  tniscievous  propensities, 
lor  which  there  seems  to  be  great  inclination— As  soon  as  I  am  able, 
trill  write  to  them— 1  can  not  tell  what  is  the  matter  with  me,  I  am 
as  weak  as  il  1  were  recovering  from  a  severe  lit  of  illness— my  nerves 
i|,e  so  unsteady,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  1  write  -It  is  long  since  1 
heai  d  1  roiii  poor  Lavni  ia — I  hope  she  will  get  her  pension —  1  suppose 
she  will  not  come  to  Michigan  until  Oct.— it  would  hardly  be  sale 
for  poor  Fannie— 

Please  make  my  affectionate  regards  to  your  Mother  &  M  is  Grillm 
-highest  respect  to  your  father— Respects  to  Miss  Coxe,— &  love  to 
all  my  blessed  ones  friends— All  tit  Sarah’s  in  perfect  health— Our 
City,  except  Cork  Town  R:  German  settlement,  is  healthy— R:  there 
sit  kness  has  very  much  abated— 

With  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  ever 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.F.S. 


Detroit,  Aug.  8,  1 854 

Dear  Son— 

1  rejoice  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  write  that  the  Drs.  say  that  "our 
City  has  assumed  its  usual  healthy  aspect  at  this  season  ol  the  year” 
(he.)  that  as  an  epidemic,  there  is  no  more  Cholera  in  our  midst — 
our  weather  is  clear  &  delightful,  so  that  it  is  pleasantly  cool  for  the 
out  door  Laborer,  and  this  is  a  blessing— 

Our  precious  little  Lamb  is  sweet,  in  fine  health  R-  exuberant 
spirits,  but  she  is  a  real  little  gadder— she  is  very  strong,  she  gets  up 
by  the  Lounge,  and  walks  around  by  holding  on  to  chairs— 

I  had  a  very  interesting  visit  to  day  from  Mr.  Townly  on  his  way 
from  Mkna— he  says  that  he  has  been  very  much  benefitted  by  his 
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travelling— Oh,  Son,  altho  1  would  remould  his  appearance  R:  man¬ 
ner  (a  little  too  Yankeyish),  yet.  1  love  his  sweet,  humble,  spiritual 
mindedness— a  Church  must  prosper  under  such  a  Pastor,  there  is 
no  /  ,  but  Lin  ist,  in  all  his  aim— 1  love  him  too,  because  he  so  highly 
estimated  our  glorilied  one— lie  said,  Her  being  called  away  was 
most  mysterious  — Y  et  it  is  a  subject  ol  tbaukl illness,  to  see  her  deai 
little  family  prospering  and  improving  as  they  evidently  are  -Mrs 
li— was  an  uncommon  Lady,  her  influence' was  greater  than  any  other 
person  in  Morristown,  lor  it  was  not  con  lined  to  her  own  Church, 
but  extended  to  the  other  denominations  in  an  uncommon  degree, 
nor  to  her  own  circle,  all  Morristown  I  el  t  it— Vet  I  cannot  lulls  real¬ 
ize  that  she  has  passed  from  our  midst.  1  deeply  sympathize  with  Mi 
li— he  was  at  our  last  communion,  I  could  immagine  his  feelings,  he 
was  without  her”— He  regretted  Mary  R:  Bessie  not  continuing  in 
his  Bible  class— 1  think  he  said,  every  Monday  Morning  at  Miss 
Cely’s— he  said,  Mary  was  entirely  in  Bible  History  above  any  girl 
ol  her  age  he  ever  saw,  and  our  sweet  Bessie  interested— I  think  his 
instruction  must  be  lor  such  children  most  valuable— In  a  class, 
where  is  lound  v  ariety  of  mind,  the  chance  lor  improvement  is  much 
greater  than  when  only  three  or  four  of  a  family  study  the  Bible 
alone— I  urged  him  to  spend  some  time  here,  but  he  had  so  many 
Iriends  whom  he  wished  to  see  between  this  R:  ist  Sept .  lie  could  not 
do  it  — 

Today  we  arc  expecting  Dave— Last  niglu  the  new  German 
Church  was  destroyed— the  Walls  are  standing,  but  whether  they 
will  dare  build  in  them  is  doubtful— they  had  a  line  Organ  burnt 
up— Insured  for  .jji.jooo— 

(jth— Yesterday  afternoon  I  visited  the  Cemetery,  Uncle’s  and  dear 
John’s  stones  are  up,  and  are  beautiful— I  am  afraid  that  Lavinia  may 
think  Uncle’s  the  handsomest,  many  would  prefer  it— it  matters  very 
little— 

i  i  th— Dear  Baby  is  exceedingly  fractious  to  day— just  such  annoy¬ 
ing  spots  as  used  to  trouble  dear  Eliza  have  made  their  appearance 
all  over— I  sent  for  Dr  Stuart,  he  says  he  is  glad  to  see  it,  it  is  caused 
by  her  teeth  &  saves  her  from  that  which  would  be  worse— she  seems 
more  fretted  by  them,  than  sick— 
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Your  favor  ol  the  7th  I  reed  last  night— I  am  thankful  to  hear  that 
you  are  all  well  and  am  sure  you  will  feel  satisfied  with  your  arrange¬ 
ment  of  putting  Mary  at  the  head  of  your  Table— You  will  be  more 
independent  and  it  will  be  the  making  of  her— I  trust  that  your 
change  may  be  for  your  happiness  8c  best  interest— 

1  notice  what  you  say  of  Robert’s  A/c— &  Mr  Robertson  and  will 
do  as  you  request— 

If  my  baby  keeps  as  well  as  she  now  is  (if  you  approve  it)  1  think 
I  shall  release  Maria  1  7 1 Ii  prox.— 10  months  children  can  take  with 
impunity  any  light  nourishment,  and  after  that  it  is  thought  no 
benefit  to  nurse  them,  if  they  are  healthy— At  that  age,  they  begin 
to  know  so  much,  that  keeping  nursing  only  makes  them  fretful- 
let  me  know  your  feelings  upon  it — Y\re  again  having  rather  warm 
weather,  not  oppressive— 

Willi  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son— R:  prayer  daily  that  God  will  be 
your  comforter  &  guide,  ever  believe  me 

Your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

Will  you  write  to  Baird  R:  Madison  people  to  send  their  money 
immediately? 

Please  always  remember  me  in  love  to  the  family  in  Bond  Street 
—Mrs.  Stites  and  all  my  blessed  ones  friends— love  to  Mrs.  Taylor  & 
family.  Sarah  &  all  hers  are  well.  Dave  got  home  on  Wednesday— lie 
has  lost  much  flesh— 

My  love  to  my  blessed  children— thank  Mary  R:  Bessie  for  their 
beautiful  8c  acceptable  letters.  I  will  write  them  as  soon  as  1  am  able. 
1  have  been  two  or  three  days  writing  this.  Nothing  but  weakness  & 
great  nervusness. 


Detroit,  Aug.  1 4  1 854 

Dear  Son— 

Your  kind  favor  of  7th  ins.  I  recieved  on  Sat.  evening— I  will  at¬ 
tend  to  the  Robinson  concern— I  do  not  believe  I  shall  see  him  again 
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until  1 1  is  next  payt  is  due— Money  seems  very  scarce,  every  one  is  bad 
pay. 

You  have  made  some  mistake  about  Robert  Turner  A/c— 1  never 
wrote  you  that  I  had  advanced  §.jo  for  him— 1  wrote  you  that  Robert: 
told  me  that  G.  Thorne  had  purchased  Clothing-  for  him— &  1  believe 
advanced  him  $12  Cash,  to  pay  Traveling  expenses— I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  this— every  cent  which  1  have  advanced  him  since  he  ar¬ 
rived  is  for  Pkt  llkfs  $1.50,  Cash  $5— Cash  $2— Cash  $1.50,  pay  Ex¬ 
press  31.50— Cash  advanced  by  Miss  Rockwell  while  I  was  at  Mkna 
$29— 'This  is  all  that  1  have  advanced— I  thought  you  &  George  would 
settle  the  other— Perhaps  1  wrote  you  about  these  very  Sums  which 
I  have  given  on  the  other  page— if  so,  1  fear  1  am  all  Lite  time  writing 
the  same  things— I  better  write  about  money  matters  too  often,  than 
omit  any  thing— 

1  believe  I  have  written  you  our  awful  Taxation  &:  assessment— 
After  1  thought  that  I  paid  every  thing— on  Saturday  an  other  Pax 
was  presented  lor  drain  Woodbridge  Street  to  connect  with  Rivard 
Street, .$52. (>G.  They  are  making  a  Drain  through  Rivard  Street, 
through  some  parts  of  which  they  must  dig  twenty  five  feet!  They 
seem  determined  to  make  all  who  have  visible  property  as  poor  as 
themselves— 

Our  City  now  seems  perfectly  healthy— Dave  has  arrived,  is  very 
thin  k  not  well— 

Our  blessed  little  Lamb  continues  in  perfect  health,  all  those 
blotches  have  disappeared,  &  she  as  cheerful  as  a  little  Bird— I  wish 
you  could  see  her  in  the  middle  of  a  large  Mattress  on  the  floor  in 
the  Large  front  Red  Room,  snugly  sheltered  under  a  Musquitto  Bar 
—We  have  been  for  the  first  time  since  I  lived  in  Detroit  ,  devoured 
by  Musquittos— &  /  believe  that  they  had  much  to  do  with  Baby’s 
irruption— 

My  love  to  dear  Mary  &:  Bessie— Tell  them  as  soon  as  l  get  strength 
of  nerves  enough  to  write  so  that  they  can  read,  I  will  acknowledge 
their  valued  letters— A  Kiss  k  love  for  my  blessed  Looly  k  Eliza- 

Dear  Son,  what  will  become  of  those  two  clear  little  ones?  Will  this 
new  woman  be  of  use  to  them?  I  wish  I  had  the  strength  1  had  20 
years  ago— You  should  not  suffer  from  care,  as  I  know  you  do— l  low 
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oitcn  I  think  how  wonderfully,  wisely  &  kindly  God  has  lead  you, 
so  as  to  prepare  you  for  your  present  arduous,  lonely,  sad  position, 
but  be  of  good  cheer,  it  is  Your  father’s  good  pleasure,  to  call  you 
through  much  trial  to  your  Heavenly  rest,  a  little,  very  little  while 
&  you  will  have  ceased  from  your  care  k  labors— When  we  look  back, 
three  score  &  ten  seem  very  little— When  1  reflect,  that  to  the  ex¬ 
treme,  only  eight  years  more  &  my  allotment  closes,  I  am  fi  ightened 
—Only  when  we  are  called  to  (lie,  do  we  seem  to  begin  to  know  how¬ 
to  live— 

With  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  and  earnest  prayer,  that  our 
dear  Saviour  may  make  your  burthen  light  you  to  rejoice  in  the 
light  of  his  countenance,  1  am  ever 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Detroit,  August  1  (i,  1 85. j 

Dear  Son- 

Yesterday  you  were  in  my  heart  all  day,  with  distressingly  gloomy 
reminiscence— at  five  oclock  1  attended  the  funeral  of  a  sweet  little 
girl  of  Mrs  Harry  Scovel,  just  the  age  of  our  our  angel  Fanny— I  Ier 
mother  was  in  the  habit  of  putting  her  with  her  Nurse  in  the  garden, 
k  shutting  the  Gate,  and  had  no  fear  because  she  was  sit  ut  in  from  all 
that  could  injure,  shaded  by  trees  from  the  sun,  saved  irom  dirt,  &c 
by  the  grass— &  no  children,  nor  Servants  to  trouble  her— She  had 
scarcely  lost  sight  of  her,  when  screams  brought  her  to  her  precious 
child,  snatched  from  a  pail  of  Boiling  Water\\\  The  Servant  had 
taken  it  into  the  yard,  to  wash  with,  finding  her  tub  leaking— she  was 
hammering  it,  when  nurse  k  child  came  to  see  what  was  the  matter, 
the  swrect  little  creature  begging  for  the  hammer,  walked  between 
the  pail  k  Servant,  stept  bach  instead  of  forward,  k  fell  perfectly 
doubled  in  a  sitting  posture! ! 

Now,  in  the  midst  of  the  harrowing  exciting  feelings,  it  produced 
in  me,  l  have  derived  peace,  k  comfort,  from  the  circumstances  at¬ 
tending  the  little  sufferer— Until  now,  I  never  dared  let  you  or  our 
sainted  one,  know  what  bitterness  of  Soul  I  have  ever  can  ied  about, 
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since  the  death  of  our  little  angel— 1  thought  /  had  killed  her,  that 
had  /  not  thrown  cold  Water  over  her,  or  had  thrown  less,  she  would 
have  lived,  or  had  we  thrown  only  Hour  over  her,  or  envelloped  her 
in  Oil  &  Cotton— altho  I  have  stated  the  whole  treatment  to  many 
Physicians  and  all  said,  “What  was  done  was  exactly  what  should 
have  been  done,  that  she  would  have  died,  that  neither  laudnum  nor 
cold  water  produced  death,  but  that  it  was  the  scald  Sec”  Yet  until 
now,  that  undying  worm  tormented  my  soul,  that  /  had  caused  t he 
death,  of  that  which  was  so  enshrined  in  my  heart— 77/ is  precious 
Lamb  had  not  a  drop  of  Water  thrown  over  her— she  was  immedi¬ 
ately  unripped  in  oil  &  cotton— &:  after  the  first  scream  she  never 
uttered  a  groan— had  her  senses  perfectly— when  her  Mother  got  to 
her,  she  said,  “Mamma,  I  am  scalded’’— Thinking  that  she  only  re¬ 
peated  what  she  had  heard,  but  had  no  reason,  they  brought  her  doll, 
she  took  it  in  her  arms  Sc  kissed  it— Her  mother  weeping  said,  “Oh, 
Doc:  she  will  die!’’  “Oh,  no”,  she  said,  “Mother,  1  shall  not  die,  I  am 
only  scalded,  I  want  water”— She  drank  incessantly,  but  vomit  led  it 
as  fast  as  she  drank  it,  after  \  hours  spent  in  this  manner,  apparently 
ft  ee  from  pain— she  said,  “Mother,  I  want  to  sleep,  come  &  sleep  with 
me,  she  slept  in  death!!  Not  a  struggle,  no  labored  breathing— Drs 
say  that  scalds  in  the  same  parts  of  the  body  almost  always  produce 
“Coma”,  which  is  the  absence  of  all  suffering— Another  thing  to 
console  me,  one  of  the  Drs  said,  “Perhaps,  if  plenty  of  cold  water  had 
been  dashed  over  her  in  time,  it  might  have  produced  reaction— but 
we  cannot  tell— Four  views  were  so  perfectly  the  Christian,  tracing 
all  to  God,  that  I  never  dared  to  tell  you  of  my  accusations  of  self— 
Now,  1  am  relieved,  R:  trust  1  can  for  the  future  look  at  it  as  God’s 
fiery  Charriott,  to  transport  her  to  her  glorious  abode  and  perfect 
her  precious  Mother  in  holiness  to  meet  her— 

Our  City  is  perfectly  healthy,  Sc  things  are  assuming  a  more  cheer¬ 
ful  aspect— Our  little  household  light  is  so  well,  so  joyous  that  I  am 
afraid  to  speak,  or  think,  of  it  lest  boasting  should  enter  my  heart 
but  indeed  it  is  not  that  she  is  mine,  but  she  is  the  admiration  of 
every  one,  her  animation  Sc  intelligence  attract  the  attention  ol  every 
one— when  she  is  suddenly,  Sc  very  much  elated,  she  manifests  it  by 
kicking  R:  working  both  arms,  as  if  she  were  grinding  a  Mill,  but  so 
quickly  that  you  would  suppose  she  had  hurt  herself— A  few  days 
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since,  Maria  was  standing  in  front  of  Mrs  Hastings,  with  her  in 
Arms,  waiting  for  the  Omnibus— I  had  my  veil  down,  and  as  soon  as 
I  got  by  Mrs  Sibley’s  gate,  she  gave  a  crow— Sc  her  feet  &  hands  Hew 
like  a  Wind  Mill  until  1  got  up  to  her— After  I  had  kissed  R:  made  a 
great  luss  with  her,  she  was  satisfied,  she  seemed  to  know  that  she 
had  a  ride  a  head— She  is  uncommonly  smart,  looks  like  l.ooly— not 
so  handsome,  she  wants  his  beautiful  eyes— 

I  have  this  morning  recieved  your  always  looked  for  8c  welcome 
lavor—  1  rejoice  with  you  that  one  of  your  trials  is  removed,  how 
terrible  that  hateful  self  will  crowd  out  Christ— That  woman  had  it 
in  her  power  to  do  a  great  work,  for  time  8c  Eternity,  yet  Self  de¬ 
stroyed  all— Poor  human  nature  will  not  have  kind  indulgence— like 
Satan,  will  cast  itself  out  of  happiness  in  spite  of  all  that  may  be  done 
—I  can  not  understand  the  feeling  that  prompts  any  one,  to  step 
higher  than  where  God  in  his  providence  places  them— in  my  old 
spelling  Book,  were  some  excellent  remarks,  which  1  find  the  truth 
of  every  day— Among  them,  give  an  inch,  and  they  will  take  an  ell , 
few  know  when  to  say  thus  far ,  &  no  farther—/,  like  you ,  hope  Miss 
Hayden  will  do  well  Sc  learn  a  lesson  from  her  present  great  loss— 
As  soon  as  you  have  had  time  to  judge,  do  let  me  know,  how  you 
think  this  present  one  will  do— 1  suspect  her  position  will  be  better 
for  you—  1  here  arc  lew  who  know  how  to  keep  their  place— 

I  have  feared  from  the  birth  of  the  child  that  Mrs  Clark  would  not 
recover— 

Oh,  I  trust  you  will  get  that  Music— I  am  afraid  that  I  did  not 
name  “Come  to  me’’— Did  I  tell  you  that  I  wished  a  set  for  each, 
Bessie  &  Mary,  on  one  side  her  name,  Sc  the  other  theirs,  or  mark 
them  as  you  like  best,  only  associate  her  dear  name  with  the  Songs— 
If  I  have  ommitted  any  which  used  to  delight  our  hearts  8c  ears,  be¬ 
cause  they  were  peculiarly  her  own,  please  add  them— 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  poor  Mrs  Perry’s  ill  health— I  am  afraid  that 
she  exerted  herself  too  soon  after  the  birth  of  her  Babe— 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  I  long  to  look  upon  those  dear  children— My 
sweet  Eliza  or  Looly  ought  to  be  here  for  a  companion  for  my  Baby- 
In  cleaning  house,  Miss  Rockwell  found  an  old  Slate  in  my  room 
Sc  she  told  Elizabeth  to  throw  it  away— “Oh”,  she  said,  “Miss  Rock- 
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well,  1  think  Mrs  Stuart  would  grieve  iT  I  did,  See,  this  is  Looly’s 
uniting”— She  loves  him  with  ardor,  &  for  it,  I  love  her— She  is  my 
diamond — She  is  to  be  my  Kate’s  nurse — 8:  then  I  am  sure,  nothing 
will  ever  irritate  or  trouble  the  Babe— 

Did  Looly  make  restitution  of  the  stolen  present— 1  can  see  his 
laughing  mischievous  eyes,  on  being  detected— Give  my  love  to  my 
dear  Mary  8:  Bessie— tell  them  as  soon  as  I  can  get  steadiness  of  nerve 
enough  to  write  to  them  as  1  ought,  I  shall  acknowledge  their  valued 
letters  but  they  must  not  wait  letter  for  letter— &  when  Robert  ar¬ 
rives  from  Mkna,  I  will  hand  him  Bessie’s  letter— 

Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  purchase  for  me  and  send  by  Lavinia 
a  work  “Five  Sermons  on  Popery,  by  Maturin’’  and  “Memoirs  of 
Burton  Fowler”— 

Dear  Son,  you  see  how  rampant  our  ignorant  settlers  are— Last 
night  G. Porter  was  here— he  says  that  he  does  not  believe  that  Real 
estate  will  ever  again  be  what  it  is  worth  now— if  he  were  in  out¬ 
place,  he  would  sell,  La  Brosse  property,  50  feet  (corner)  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  where  1  live— 8:  even  the  Ladouceur  Property  if  we  can  to  advan¬ 
tage— lie  says  he  thinks  the  50  feet  from  Jeff.  Ave.  to  Woodbridgc 
Street  would  bring  $25000,  8c  sold  on  contract  would  exempt  me 
from  Taxes,  Assessments,  8cc—Sc  be  an  addition  to  income— where 
now,  I  am  taking  from  the  income  to  meet  these  terrible  Assessments 
holding  on  to  the  property,  we  will  never  realize  all  its  cost  8:  ex¬ 
penses— 'I  he  Water  Lot  has  to  be  Spited— filled  and  assessed  for  pav¬ 
ing— Now,  do  not  in  your  decission  be  influenced  by  my  case  or 
convenience  but  what  will  be  most  to  the  advantage  of  all—  Rivard 
Street  is  to  be  paved— They  are  building  an  expensive  sewer  in  it! 
Let  me  know  your  opinion  immediately— My  love  to  all  friends,  with 

much  for  yourself  from  your  .  fr  •  .  f  , 

J  Affectionate  Mother, 


All  at  Sarah’s  well.— Dave,  just  a  little  troubled  about  “ Know 
Nothings”1 


1  I  he  American  Party  or  Know-Nothings,  was  a  secret  patriotic  society  opposing 
the  joint  menaces  of  immigrations  and  Catholicism.  It  advocated  the  vote  only  for 
natives,  a  probationary  period  preceding  naturalization  of  cm  years,  and  combating 
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ihc  Catholic  C.lmicli.  1  licit  political  strength  was  experiem  ing  phenomenal  giowth 
m  185.1,  when  disruption  caused  by  the  slavery  question  drew  voters  away  limn  both 
of  the  other  parties.  The  party  was  divided  into  three  classes,  the  liist  two  alone 
capable  of  determining  policy  or  being  nominated  for  public  ollice.  Members  of  the 
third  class  were  pledged  to  vote  the  party  ticket  and  to  reply  “I  don't  know”  to  all 
inquiries  concerning  the  party. 


Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  August  ytj,  185.1 


I  am  glad  to  hear  that  poor  Lavinia  has  been  on  a  visit  to  your 
home— I  hope  our  precious  Kate’s  children  k  dear  John’s  lonely  one, 
may  grow  up  knowing  &  loving  each  other— Lavinia  seems  delighted 
with  her  visit,  K:  with  you,  took  a  terrible  “skinnier”  ai  poor  Miss 
Hayden— I  hope  you  will  be  more  at  ease,  certainly  the  annoyance  of 
being  obliged  at  least  three  times  a  day  to  be  seated  at  the  same  table 
was  a  wearing  annoyance  (o  you— 

I  hope  you  will  be  successful  in  collecting  our  precious  one’s 
Songs— 

Mary  Baily  is  married— Her  mother  lived  in  Brown  Street,  where 
she  kept  a  School — Mary  picked  the  notes  for  Kate,  &:  ihcy  put  1  ,ong- 
fel low’s  (I  believe)  words  to  it— “She  sleeps!  my  Lady  Sleeps”— were 


not  the  words  “Rosalie  Love,  Farewell”  part  of  the  Serenade,  &  “My 
Bark  is  upon  the  Waters”-Please  add,  “The  Heath  is  all  dreary  k 
lone,  Love”  or  “Open  thy  Lattice  to  me”,  “The  Miller’s  Maid”,  or 
lick  I  ack  goes  the  M  ill  ,  “I’d  offer  I  hce  this  hand  of  mine,  could 


I  but  love  Thee  less”— 


You  have  been  truly  fortunate  that  in  changing,  you  have  got  a 
woman  who  professes  to  be  a  Christian— I  have  faith  to  believe  that 
Cod  governs  your  household,  &  will  bless  your  efforts  R;  sell  denial, 
for  the  precious  legacy  put  into  your  hands— certainly  my  share  of 
it,  surpasses  any  child  I  ever  saw— Indeed,  1  am  not  alone  in  thinking 
this— she  is  the  admiration  of  every  one— I  am  anxiously  desirous 
that  you  should  see  her  now,  I  am  so  afraid  of  time  changing  her 
beauty,  or  health,  or  sweet  cheerfulness,  I  want  you  to  see  her  as  she 
is— She  is  like  Looly,  only  light  instead  of  black  eyes— Oh,  how  1  long 
to  see  the  blessed  group— precious  fellow,  I  see  him  working  with  his 
Blocks— Tell  him  how  much  G  Ma  loves  him  and  how  delighted  she 
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will  be  to  get  a  letter  from  him— dear  Mary  is  growing  last  into 
womanhood  and  her  present  position  is  going  to  develop  her  charac¬ 
ter  much  earlier  than  it  would  have  been  under  other  circumstances 
—her  blessed  Mother’s  character  did  not  develop  until  after  her 
marriage— 

As  soon  as  I  can  composedly  do  it,  1  will  acknowledge  Mary’s  & 
Bessie’s  letters— I  wish  to  take  more  pains  with  my  writing  than  1  am 
at  present  able  to  do— I  never  was  in  so  nervus  a  state  in  my  life  yet 
every  one  says  “How  remarkably  well  1  look’’!  I  suppose  it  is  my 
age,  (D  — 

May  God  in  his  fatherly  love,  not  only  Eliza,  but  bring  all  those 
consecrated  children  early  to  choose  Him  for  their  portion— Some¬ 
times  in  looking  over  the  past,  I  feel  as  if  they  were  all,  from  their 
birth,  sealed  for  his  service— Let  us,  with  that  blessed  little  spirit, 
pray  that  the  Spirit  may  make  her  young  heart  mete  for  his  indwell¬ 
ing— It  is  the  all  of  life— 

I  thank  Mrs.  Stites  &  Stevens  for  their  kind  thoughts  toward  me— 
Please  always  remember  me  in  love  to  them,  &:  your  family  in  Bond 
St: 

Dave,  1  rather  think,  means  to  run  for  renomination— Your  re¬ 
mark  reminds  me  of  his  father— how  often  he  lias  said,  if  that  miser¬ 
able  fellow  would  even  now  cut  loose  from  Locolocism1  he  would 
have  a  handsome  business— One  among  our  many  consolations  is, 
God  sees  dilfcrently  from  man— Why  David,  the  child  of  so  much  & 
fervent  prayer  as  his  father  offered  for  him,  should  run  such  a  career, 
I  cannot  understand—  Now,  l  ask  but  one  thing,  that  God  in  his 
power  would  arrest  him  in  his  career  k  sit  him  clothed  and  in  his 
right  mind,  at  the  feet  of  Jesus- 

German  Church  pd  $50,  it  turns  out  to  be  the  “Reformed  Luth¬ 
eran”  &:  not  “Reformed  German”  Church  which  was  burnt— 

Please  make  my  respects  to  Miss  Coxe— and  for  yourself  much 
love  &  daily  prayer  that  God  would  keep,  guide  k  comfort  you, 

Ever  yours 

E.E.S. 

1  The  I.ocofoco  Party  was  a  radical  faction  of  the  Democratic  Party  in  New  York. 
The  name  was  given  in  allusion  to  an  incident  which  occurred  at  a  tumultuous  meet- 


i.l  '/uii'  A  vril^  f.  >fv  -r  -  rf  i  .  *  .i  Tnnl  p  if);  of  vd  fiw 
,t  !  i*>r  I  (jol  ,./*)b  Ol  ; 1  IH'i  AXJ  Jl  ri.  : /«[  r  .  liin,  iiOOdftftlftOW 


~!»gi;rrir.ifi 

a;  bjlwou  1  ,]•  oj  '!(>•)«'  jffioi  m;j  I  <u  nooi  tJ\ 

;i  "i  rn  u/i 'in  o.  n  ?f;v/  i  /on  I  ohm  )UJis  Ji  k  >kj  Jr. 

/IdKjJfl  I1J  !  tfol-T  ✓  (!.*  )flO  •{  >/') 

Ui<!  !  I  ,  Off)  jr»ri  .  ,  )l  <  r  >  '  <ifi  f  -  >  'I  <  i. 

II  •  II  Kj  t  I)  -f.  »i  Ilf  I  >>il  o,  '■  •  Mil  >  »!■:•)  >•  HO  > 

J  1 1  1 1 1 1  . 1 i :  ft  oil;  !  /i.  loV  }  ,*•  'j  ill  'O  (ijf.i  ni 

'fj(M  A  rol  jjoffi  I  orft.mo  ini  >Ji  II  I,n  !  Jib  Ji.ih  YCfq 

fJiijfc  y.i\A  Jfi.  ill  I 


-I  woY— noiWiriimofi  i  .<  run  .  j  zutynii  rorflM  1  ,o/i:(I 

■  \  i»i  'n  1  fi  ,hii;e  :.rl  or  rr'.lfo  to*  i  u  ;  ml  V»  *>in  njlminnH  A  tj  .u 

»ooj  n;Oi  :vooi  wj  v/  n  n  j  }  ioa  //oil  ,  ol<l«; 

>  j  ,  i  ...  i 

i  •  »;  ii  hu  rw  >:  hhiorb.  mill  ioI  1  -or  >]fto  r  ♦rltf.4  >bf  :  v  ic,Jn>/iol 

art  iti  bn*  bulbil,  mi.!  lie  •>;  tjo  ij  )  ??tl  .ri  mill  rn  <’  •  iov/  rjyrtKj 

(I  i.I  I  '  inobX  ‘  arti  fxf  oi  >ur»  unit)  J:  ^  bij  fbrmt)  nun  r  ) 

n.  /  //  •  ufl aa  >  h  »  'u  ..i .  )  1,  >i  '  i  on  >,  Miir,to 


down  Min/  ioI  1  m;  >;  >!  >  !jl,  »j  y  ,  u  jf  ,  ytn  •>  •  tj  /j(*f 

»;oy  rioimoo  ol  iuy  -U  hlcjov/  fu>0  trail  vj'ft.v]  y(i  ,b-J!  jvol 


f,58 


STUA RT  LETTERS 


'Mt>  tIlC  democratic  Party  in  Tainmany  Hall  Ociobci  i><),  18  5-,,  when  the-  radical 
faction,  after  their  opponents  had  turned  oil  the  gas,  relighud  the  room  with  candles 
by  the  aid  of  Loco  loco  matches  (a  trade  name  for  a  friction  or  sell  lighting  match) 
and  continued  the  meeting.  The  newspapers  derisively  called  this  faction  the  '  l.oco- 
loco  laity  .  Jts  program  embraced  the  suppression  ol  paper  money,  curtailment  of 
banking  privileges  and  protection  of  laboi  unions.  The  Locofoco  laction  soon  dis¬ 
appeared,  but  the  name  was  long  used  for  the  Democratic  party  in  general  by  its 
opponents. 


Florence. 

A ng.  23,  1854 

1  acknowledge  with  thanks  dear  Father  your  letter  ol  August  2nd 
just  received  containing  Messrs.  Duncan  Sherman  &  Co.  first  ol 
Fxc  hange  lor  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  my  credit . 

I  cannot  as  yet,  dear  lather,  give  you  any  decided  information 
legal  ding  my  Inline  plans,  the  Commodore  having  received  orders 
not  to  leave  this  squadron  until  fully  authorized  by  written  docu¬ 
ments  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  lie  will  not  probably  leave 
be  I  ore  Spring.  In  the  meantime  when  an  opportunity  oilers,  I  will 
visit  some  places  of  interest  in  Italy,  this  I  will  surely  do  before  sail¬ 
ing  lor  America.  It  is  customary  on  ibis  station  always  to  give  officers 
an  opportunity  of  visiting  different  cities.  Some  months  since  when 
the  Cumberland  was  at  Civita  Vccchia  (a  seaport  near  Rome)  the 
Commodore  said  he  would  remain  sufficiently  long  to  enable  all  so 
disposed  to  \  is  1 1  Rome,  as  Rob  did  not  go  I  he  Commodore  expressed 
some  surprise  when  Rob  told  him  he  would  thank  him  at  a  future 
day  for  a  leave  to  accompany  his  family.  1  will  first  visit  Naples, 
Pompeii  and  Herculanium,  then  il  funds  permit,  will  go  to  Rome. 

1  1  icy  are  in  opposite  directions  in  the  summer  season  owing  to  the 
deadly  influence  of  the  malaria,  or  fever,  Rome  is  deserted,  and  in 
the  winter  charges  arc  enormous.  I  took  Mrs.  Maquay  who  has  a  son 
in  Rome,  through  iny  apartments  here,  for  which  1  pay  25  francs,  or 
about  27  American  dollars  a  month,  then  four  francs  extra  for  sheets, 
spoons,  and  (orks,  and  two  for  a  piano.  I  have  a  written  agreement 
that  the  rent  is  not  to  be  raised  in  the  winter.  Mr.  Maquay  has  'writ¬ 
ten  to  Rome  and  made  all  inquiries  for  me.  I  thought  if  there  would 
not  be  much  difference  in  the  expense,  I  would  hire  a  vetturina  in 
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company  with  some  American  family,  go  to  Rome  and  pass  the  winter 
there,  and  in  the  Spring  have  Hob  come  for  me,  but,  lor  inferior  apart¬ 
ments  to  what  l  have  here  during  the  three  winter  months,  1  must 
pa)  §50 a  month.  During  the  three  months  ol  June,  July,  and  August 
the)  were  ollcred  to  me  for  $15,  but  Mr.  Maquay  told  me  it  would 
be  sure  death  to  go,  so  I  will  wait  t  ill  Hob  can  obtain  a  leave,  and  then 
bestow  a  hasty  glance  on  the  lone  Mother  of  dead  empires”  “the 
N iobe  of  nations.” 

1  am  delight! ully  situated  here  directly  opposite  the  palace,  on  the 
square  of  the  Grand  Duke;  four  times  a  week  he  is  serenaded,  of 
course  with  the  finest  music  that  Florence  boasts.  In  the  afternoon 
when  the  Court  drives  out,  I  generally  at  the  signal  given  by  the 
guards,  take  my  stand  at  the  window  and  always  receive  a  cordial  bow 
from  the  Duke.  A  few  nights  since  the  Palace  was  illuminated,  and 
lour  bands  at  intervals  continued  playing  until  three  A.M .  in  honor 
of  some  noble  of  the  I  louse  of  Austria. 

W  e  receive  dreadful  accounts  of  cholera,  particularly  from  Genoa 
and  Naples;  the  latter  place  is  almost  entirely  deserted,  shops  closed, 
and  guards  stationed  for  miles  not  permit  ting  st rangers  to  approach. 
At  Genoa  all  hastening  from  the  city  were  stopped  at  the  gates,  and 
ordered  to  make  a  provision  of  payment  of  two  pauls  a  day  (about 
twenty  cents)  for  the  sick.  Meanwhile  the  poor,  in  this  ignorant 
superstition,  imagine  that  the  Nobles  arc  anxious  to  destroy  them, 
and  are  administering  poison  in  their  food.  At  Modina  the  Grand 
Duke  (who  is  much  disturbed)  after  visiting  the  hospitals,  ordered 
rice,  indian  meal,  etc.  to  be  served  out  to  the  poor,  but  they  threw  it 
all  in  the  sea,  remaining  during  the  night  kneeling  on  the  shore  offer¬ 
ing  prayers  to  the  Virgin  and  waters  for  preserving  them  from  death. 
Families  also  who  have  paid  high  rents  in  Leghorn  for  apartments 
during  the  summer  months,  it  being  a  watering  place,  have  many 
ol  them  returned  to  Florence  showing  their  sense  in  rather  losing 
their  money  than  their  lives.  All  letters  I  receive  bear  ample  proof 
of  fumigation,  the  last  one  I  received  from  Hob  was  cut  in  6a  places 
and  stained  in  14  places  with  some  yellow  purifying  liquid.  I  was 
surprised  yesterday  that  your  letter  was  not  cut.  They  surely  do  not 
know  that  cholera  claims  many  victims  in  America  as  well  as  Italy, 
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or  perhaps  they  have  faith  in  a  sea  voyage.  Today  I  received  a  note 
from  Genoa,  and  also  a  New  York  Herald,  the  first  I  have  seen  in  a 
long  time,  but  both  were  so  gashed  it  was  almost  impossible  to  read 
them. 

Last  Monday,  Miss  Stringham  and  Mr.  Creighton  were  married 
on  board  the  Cumberland,  in  the  presence  of  all  the  officers  and 
crew.  They  are  now  at  the  lakes  of  Lucca,  after  which  they  visit 
Florence.  Immediately  after  the  marriage  the  Cumberland  left  for 
Barcelona  in  company  with  the  Saranac  for  Constantinople.  Mr. 
Wise,  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Everett,  has  been  detached,  and  left  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  family  for  America.  I  was  in  hopes  that  your  letter 
contained  information  of  Jessie’s1  safe  delivery,  I  feel  so  anxious 
concerning  her  that  it  really  unfits  me  for  my  numerous  duties  which 
my  dear  little  family  necessarily  involve  upon  me. 

My  little  Italian  Robert  runs  alone  and  begins  to  talk  a  little,  but 
all  in  Italian.  I  often  think  how  much  they  would  all,  (and  mother 
too)  enjoy  a  play  on  Clifton’s  beautiful  lawn.  I  tell  them  long  and 
wonderful  stories  about  America,  for  their  little  minds  cannot  yet 
comprehend  how  it  is  that  1  too  will  meet  there  with  a  loved  father 
and  mother.  Meantimes  when  I  remember  the  fearful  ocean  that 
separates  us,  a  feeling  of  dread  passes  through  me,  but  an  officer’s 
wife  must  have  a  brave  heart  and  such  surely  I  have,  and  ever  remem¬ 
ber  that  over  all  the  world  t  he  same  great  God  protects  us  all.  1  know 
that  I  will  always  remember  with  pleasure  the  years  l  passed  abroad, 
and  feel  a  home  interest  in  Italy,  a  land  so  beautiful  but  yet  echoing 
with  the  groans  of  dying  martyrs  which  have  ascended  to  Heaven. 
I  will  remember  how  I  have  sat  on  the  stone  where  Dante  sat  com¬ 
posing  his  great  poem  of  “Visions  of  Hell,  purgatory  and  Paradise”, 
dwelling  on  his  loved  Beatrice  as  the  beau  ideal  of  beauty  and  again 
wandering  in  memory  with  Petrarch  and  Laura  and  Basso  and 
Elenora,  for  as  Burns  had  his  “Mary  in  Heaven”  so  did  all  these 
great  men  love  angel  spirits. 

Give  much  love  to  Mother.  I  wrote  her  a  long  letter  a  short  time 
ago.  Remember  me  also  to  Mr.  Willis  and  my  dear  sister.  I  hope  by 
this  time  she  is  happy  and  lays  claim  to  the  endearing  name  of 
Mother.  Do  write  to  me  soon,  dear  Father,  and  tell  me  all  about 
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yourscll  and  Mother.  I  do  not  care  about  party  news,  I  like  a  good 
home  letter. 

My  little  ones  send  much  love,  and  believe  me  dear  Father, 

Your  most  affectionate  daughter, 

Ellen  E.  Stuart 

1  Ann  Jeannette  (Jessie  Cairns  had  married  Richard  Storrs  Willis  on  Sept.  30, 
1852.  Her  first  daughter,  Annie  Willis,  was  horn  at  Roslyn,  Queen  Co.,  Long  Island, 
Tuesday  night  at  2  A.M.  August  23rd,  185.1. 


August  29,  185.1 

Dear  Son— 

Quite  a  discovery  has  been  made— After  Citizens  under  oath  gave 
in  their  Taxes  &  saw  them  marked  in  the  Book— on  examination  it 
has  been  found  that  the  Assessors  had  altered  many— &  now  is  going 
on  an  investigation— among  them,  they  taxed  me  $2000  household 
furniture— more  than  Mr  Cass— Mr  Brush— or  Mrs  Jones— Mr  Bacon 
has  filed,  with  others,  a  petition  to  the  common  council  for  repay¬ 
ment  of  my  extra  'Fax- 

Yesterday  I  rccicved  a  letter  from  Mrs  Col.  Stuart,  in  most 
wretched  spirits,  the  Col.’s  promotion  sends  him  to  a  post  on  the 
Pacific— she  says  they  had  just  begun  to  settle  down  comfortably  for 
the  rest,  of  their  life! 

Mrs  McCrea  and  Willie  have  been  ill  with  dysentary  all  summer 
—She  is  exceedingly  weak— 

Your  welcome  favor  of  20th  I  have  just  reed— am  rejoiced  to  learn 
that  all  are  well  and  going  on  smoothly— 

Poor  Mary,  her  life  has  been  most  unsatisfactory  in  one  sense, 
but  she  has  been  blessed  in  being  permitted  to  be  so  much  with  her 
husband— I  hope  that  she  will  not  complain  to  him  of  Texas— it  will 
do  no  good,  make  him  unhappy  and  perhaps  induce  him  to  resign, 
which  might  cause  him  sorrow  the  rest  of  his  days— Robert  says  his 
father  could  not  live  out  of  the  Army— this  constant  change  of  cli¬ 
mate  attendant  on  the  life,  has  prolonged  his  life— This  is  enough 
to  reconcile  us  all  to  our  painful  Sc  long  separations— 
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My  own  precious  Eliza’s  clear  letter— it  cost  her  great  labor— In¬ 
deed  I  can  decipher  it  without  the  aid  ol  Chainpollion1  — 

I  am  truly  pleased  that  our  precious  ones  songs  are  neat  ly  collet  ted 
—Would  you  ha\e  any  objection  to  writing  to  Mrs  Bispham  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  ask  her  to  get  some  copyist  to  I  rom  her  singing,  copy  oil 
"  I  he  Moon  brightly  beaming,  Love”— Tell  her  why— she  taught  it 
to  Kate  and  they  two  alone  sang  it  exactly  alike— d  ell  you  will  gladly 
make  lull  compensation — I  would  almost  lather  lose  any  than  that — 
So  many  would  try  to  play  it  and  sing  it  exactly  like  her,  but  could 
not— I  believe  l  could  play  it  from  Memory  but  I  doubt  il  1  could 
bring  in  the  Bass— I  think  I  can  obtain  “Rosalie”  through  Mrs  Hall, 
whose  son  in  law  Moreen  taught  it  to  Kate— with  ‘  I’d  oiler  thee  this 
hand  of  mine”.  Oh,  how  rejoiced  I  am  that  you  found  “She  sleeps, 
my  lady  sleeps”— to  me,  she  is  more  vividly  present  than  in  any  other 
song,  and  why,  1  can  not  tell — her  lather  is  always  associated  with 
her— Oh,  how  we  cling  to  shadows,  shadows  replete  with  anguish— 
they  can  not  come  to  us— May  God,  in  his  infinite  love  &  mercy,  lead 
us  to  them  in  Christ  Jesus— 

I  must  write  to  my  precious  children,  altho  it  will  not  be  done  as 
properly  as  it  should  to  them— You  need  not  be  shocked  to  see  me 
one  ol  these  clays  walk  in  very  unceremoniously— I  am  like  a  child 
with  a  new  doll,  I  want  to  display  by  blessed  babe,  before  any  change 
comes  over  her  &  1  want  to  see  her  delight  at  finding  herself  stir- 
rounded  by  children  especially  by  Looly  &  Eliza— Your  heart  would 
rejoice  in  her— 

My  kind  regards  to  all  friends,  R:  much  love  to  yourself,  from 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Champollion  Jean  Francois— 1790-1832- -French  Egyptologist— decipherer  of 
hieroglyphics. 


Brooklyn,  Oct.  6,  1854 

Dear  Son— 

I  have  hoped  to  have  recieved  intelligence  to  day  from  Morris¬ 
town  &  called  at  Bond  Street,  and  as  “No  news  is  good  news”  hope 
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Looly  is  better  k  that  good  Kirs  Pemberton  found  two  good  girls— 

I  have  been  on  a  rush  ever  since  I  have  been  here,  I  have  called 
on  all  whom  I  expected  to  except  three  Brooklyn  friends— 

Today  Dr  T.1  took  me  to  the  Croton  Water  Works,  and  Crystal 
Pal.  which  together  with  the  Pal.  Chh.  you  may  be  sure  made  me 
stare,  and  body  &  Mind,  being  kept  under  such  constant  exertion, 
am  left  rather  tired  tonight— 

Cive  my  love  to  my  blessed  children— tell  them  1  hope  not  to  dis¬ 
appoint  them  in  their  Books— 

I  cannot  but  feel  anxious  about  Baby,  the  little  soul  floats  before 
me  1  1 1  list  all.  will  be  well,  until  we  meet,  which  I  hope  will  be 
I  hursday —  1  o  morrow  we  go  to  the  Neck,2  where  we  will  stay  until 
Monday— 

My  kindest  remcmbcrancc  to  Miss  Coxe  &  Mrs  Pemberton,  tell 
them  1  shall  depend  on  their  having  an  eye  to  my  baby— 

Your  Carriage  Man  honored  your  introduction,  he  took  my  check 
— &  1  had  no  more  trouble  of  thought  until  he  put  my  Baggage  in  the 
1  Iall  for  which  he  only  chgd  me  $>i  .50— 

II  I  live  until  Monday,  I  will  write  you  my  plans  for  departure — 
Please  (should  you  sec  them)  tell  Judge  Whitehead’s  family  1  called 
at  No.  4  St  Marks  place,  and  could  not  find  Mrs  Campbell  nor  Mrs 
Gillespie— 

With  much  love  to  you,  I  am  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Dr.  Thorne. 

I  he  I  hoines  hail  a  large  estate  at  Treat  Neck,  Long  Island — a  stock  farm  where 
Dr.  Thorne  indulged  his  hobby-that  of  raising  thoroughbred  horses.  The  Jupiter 
stot  k  originated  there.  Eugene  Thorne  and  his  wife  lived  there.  It  was  Eugene  Thorne 
who  introduced  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  to  Ellen  Cairns. 


Corpus  Christie,  October  7th,  1854 
Sir1 

1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  special  order  No.  147, 
making  changes  in  the  stations  of  medical  officers  in  pursuance  of 
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the  provisions  of  War  Dept.  Circular  of  June  10,  1854.  J  am  not 
aware  of  what  may  be  die  application  of  this  Circular  in  my  case,  but 
from  the  detail  of  order  1  17  assigning  oflicers  who  are  my  juniors  in 
rank  and  do  not  come  under  the  four  year  rule,  to  desirable  stations, 
I  would  respectfully  state  that  1  am  particularly  anxious  to  obtain  a 
northern  station,  and  that  my  choice  is  Baltimore. 

I  cannot  with  safety  to  life  remain  another  summei  in  the  south 
and  1  select  Baltimore  on  account  of  its  climate  and  because  so  far 
as  1  know  it  is  the  only  desirable  station  not  permanently  occupied. 
I  do  not  seek  an  extreme  northern  station. 

1  will  state  in  conclusion  that  1  have  served  more  than  yo  years 
almost  continuously  on  the  frontier  without  leave  of  absence  except 
on  one  occasion  when  1  hired  a  substitute  to  enable  me  to  be  absent 
on  account  of  sickness  for  3  months,  and  a  lew  other  leaves  ol  a  few 
days  absence. 

I  am  sir  very  Respt. 

Your  obd.  Servt. 

Geo.  F.  Turner 

Surgeon  U.S.A. 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  Lawson 
Surgeon  General  U.S.A. 

Washington,  D.C. 

1  This  letter  is  from  the  file  for  Dr.  George  F.  Turner  in  the  National  Archives, 
at  Washington,  D.C.  It  is  used  by  permission. 


Brooklyn,  Oct.  9,  1854 

Dear  Son— 

1  was  rejoiced  on  my  arrival  from  Great  Neck  a  half  hour  since, 
to  learn  by  your  kind  attention  of  the  5th  ins.  that  our  blessed  Looly 
had  recovered  Sc  that  all  were  well  &  going  on  smoothly,  Sc  how  re¬ 
lieved  and  thankful  to  hear  that  the  blessed  Babe  was  well  and  had 
been  seen  and  admired  by  her  sainted  Mother’s  friends— I  hold  bless¬ 
ing  by  so  slender  a  tenure  that  1  have  had  some  very  gloomy  fore¬ 
bodings  about  her— I  had  determined  to  leave  here  on  Thursday  and 
that  Detestable  Boat,  H. Hudson  goes,  Sc  I  will  not  willingly  go  in 
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her,  il  1  leave  on  Friday,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  spend  the  day  in  Utica 
—So  1  have  decided  on  leaving  a  week  from  to  day  (Monday  eve.) 
in  the  Isaac  Newton— 

Fxcept  to  eat  Sc  drink,  I  have  scarcely  been  seated  in  Sands  St.1 


since  my  arrival— My  kind  hearted  Brother  in  Law  has  carried  me  in 
his  little  carriage  every  where-paid  nearly  all  my  visits-Crystal 
Pal.— Whit.  Works  See— To  morrow  we  go  to  New  Rochelle— I  am 


going  to  look  lor  some  lruit  for  Mrs  Pemberton  to  preserve  for  the 
children— I  hope  I  shall  find  it— I  am  on  a  rush  all  the  time,  but  tell 
dear  Mary  I  hope  to  get  the  Books  I  promised,  &  Eliza  her  ten  Book, 
S:  my  own  precious  Looly  a  Book  that  I  hope  will  please  him — 
McCloud  is  rather  cool—  I  have  written  to  Miss  Rockwell  that  he 
must  leave— 


Please  ask  Maria  whether  she  found  the  Cloak— tell  her  that  1  was 
i  iglit— 1  remember  to  have  seen  it  in  the  waggon,  on  the  grass  during 
those  cool  days— she  will  find  it  if  she  looks  for  it— 

My  love  to  my  blessed  children— to  Miss  Coxe— Mrs  Stites  &  Tay¬ 
lors— Kind  rememberance  always  to  good  Mis  Pemberton,  for  her 
sake,  and  your  peace,  I  rejoice  in  her  success— Please  to  let  me  know 
il  the  two  girls  she  got,  are  they  who  advertised  to  go  together— 
I  trust  you  will  now  have  peace— 

With  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  ever 


Your  Affectionate  Mother, 


E.E.S. 


I  saw  your  Mother  on  Fryday,  Your  father  had  just  got  home— all— 
were  well— 


1  Sands  Street,  Brooklyn  was  the  home  of  R.  V.  W.  Thorne. 


Brooklyn,  Oct.  1 1  1 854 

Dear  Son- 

Yesterday  I  made  arrangements  to  send  you  a  little  fruit  for  pre¬ 
serving,  which  I  trust  you  will  get  in  good  order— You  know  in  what 
a  whirl  I  live,  &  this  is  my  apology,  if  all  is  not  pd.  on  them— if  not. 
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please  let  me  know  wliat  you  have  paid— You  know  whai  I  always 
tell  you,  your  arrangements  I  dare  not  meddle  with,  &  /  have  the 
same  tenacity,  when  /  make  arrangements  (i.e.  pay  all  expense)— 
1  was  afraid  of  giving  my  brother  unnecessary  trouble,  R;  with  him, 
as  once  with  you,  determined  to  start  on  my  own  responsibility,  & 
with  perfect  ease,  in  my  mind,  bought  my  fruit  &  Basket,  crossed 
Jersey  City  Ferry,  and  waited  with  my  baggage  to  see  some  Morris¬ 
town  person,  in  whose  care  1  would  put  them— (Did  you  ever  read 
the  fable  of  the  Country  M  ilk  Maid?)  My  “J/ail  of  milk  all  fell  to  the 
ground— So  according  to  promise,  when  I  got  to  Sands  Street,  almost 
worn  out,  1  told  them  what  I  had  tried  R:  how  unsuccessful— and  all 
the  sympathy  I  recieved  was  a  run  upon  me,  R:  “I  am  glad,  Aunt 
Bessie,  if  you  will  only  speak,  all  you  want  can  be  got  with  ease”  fee 
&c— Now  tell  me  what  you  want  Sc  before  l'o  morrow  Night,  it  will 
be  in  Morristown— 

I  am  now  going  to  Town  to  get  the  children’s  Books,  which  I  shall 
leave  at  Your  father’s— Tell  my  dear  Looly  that  if  he  promises  to 
love  my  Baby  &  give  her  his  toys  (band  Ma  sent  him  three  Oranges, 
one  for  Baby  fe  two  for  him— 

Please  tell  Mrs  Pemberton  if  she  is  at  a  loss  to  preserve  the  Bar¬ 
berries— Mrs  Leslie’s  Book  will  tell  her— T  hey  must  be  done  with 
White  Sugar  Sc  lb.  for  lb.  Her  lemons  will  flavor  all  her  pears  R:  her 
“Pumpkin  Chips”  also— She  will  find  directions  for  Pumpkin  Chips 
in  Miss  Leslie— 

I  purpose  leaving  here  Monday  eve.  in  the  Isaac  Newton— 1  am 
such  a  Stranger  on  the  Erie  R.R.  that  I  dare  not  go  that  way— Please 
pay  Maria’s  fare  on  the  early  train,  as  I  wish  her  to  be  here  early 
Monday  A.M.— and  give  her  a  note  of  introduction!  to  your  good 
Carriage  Man,  who  I  assure  you  honored  your  introduction  to  me, 
and  let  him  bring  her  Bag  Sc  Baggage,  to  Sands  Street— You  need  not 
be  apprehensive,  he  will  care  for  them,  as  if  they  were  his  own— 

We  pd  our  visit  yesterday  to  New  Rochelle,  and  1  am  thankful 
that  we  did,  I  flatter  myself  that  1  really  gave  poor  blind  Deborah1 
happiness  for  one  hour— usually  she  is  “slow  of  speech”  R:  calm,  she 
could  not  cease  to  utter  sent  intents  of  love  &  thanks  all  the  time  1  was 
there— 
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I  have  yet  to  go  to  Bedford  &  pay  three  calls  to  dear  friends,  &  then 
he  composedly  settled  until  Monday— All  are  well— 

1  ell  my  dear  Bessie  with  much  love  that  1  was  very  happy  8c  flat¬ 
tered  at  her  well  written  letter,  and  as  soon  as  I  can,  1  will  with  pen 
&  ink  acknowledge  it— I  am  truly  grateful  that  our  blessed  Lamb 
Looly  is  well— I  trust  that  now  you  will  enjoy  tranquility— I  knew 
he  would  be  happy  with  Mrs  Pemberton— She  is  a  gentle  Spirit  & 
one  whose  heart  goes  out  to  children— 1  feel  fully  satisfied  about 
those  precious  Legacies— I  believe  that  in  Miss  C— we  have  a  treas¬ 
ure— The  c  hildren  all  love  her— Please  remember  me  in  love  to  both 
her  &  Mrs  P— If  the  Servants  are  not  what  we  would  have  them— you 
have  effectually  got  rid  ol  the  "Beast”-  &  that  is  no  small  matter  - 
I  am  disappointed  about  Mary  &  Doc:  but  it  is  only  part  of  the 
dark  shades  of  life— no  news  from  Detroit— 

With  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  ever 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  am  disappointed  in  not  seeing  you  again— 1  had  hoped  that  you 
would  have  come  to  N.Y.  &  brought  Looly— the  change  of  air  & 
journey  would  have  been  beneficial— 

1  Dibor.di  Underhill  Thorne,  wife  of  Dr.  John  Sullivan  Thorne— “Still.” 

-  lit  is  is  probably  a  reference  to  the  maid  who  was  so  cruel  to  little  Looly.  See  the 
story  in  the  note  to  the  letter  of  Nov.  a,  iH.-,  |. 


Brooklyn,  Oct.  12,  1851 

Dear  Son- 

Yesterday  1  know  was  a  day  replete  with  sadness  to  your  stricken 
heart— Oh,  I  know  how  to,  and  do,  most  deeply  sympathize  with 
those  bereaved  friends!  I  low  terrible  a  loss!  a  young  and  interesting 
daughter,  upon  whom  life  in  its  most  joyous  happy  light  was  just 
opening,  to  be  snatched  as  it  were  in  health  from  the  heart  8c  eyes  of 
so  many  who  doted  on  her— Yes,  she  was  “only  complaining’’,  and 
hopes  were  entertained  that  it  would  not  be  of  consequence— the 
judge  had  been  very  ill,  but  all  were  joyous  because  he  was  able  to 
be  in  l lie  room— Oh,  dear  Son,  what  a  sorrowing,  disappointing 
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woi  Id  is  ours  good  lor  us  it  is  so — We  should  love  to  make  our  nest 
here  Sc  gather  our  dear  ones  iu  one  group  &:  settle  down— A  Wise, 
merciful,  just,  good  &  loving  Father  comes,  and  for  our  and  their 
denial  well  arc  Stirs  up  the  Nest  — and  takes  its  most  precious  one, 
that  we  too  may  prepare  to  lly  away  Sc  be  at  rest— 

1  his  morning,  my  poor  sorrowing  brother,  came  quite  early  to 
my  room,  I  saw  he  had  been  crying— he  said  “Bessie,  come  with  me” 
1  loll  owed  and  there  was  the  door  ol  my  Sister  s  closet  open,  as  he 
entered  he  burst  into  tears,  snatched  down  her  hat  &  cap,  kissed  them 
with  ardor,  grasped  one  dress,  &  then  another,  &  cried,  “Oh,  Betsy, 
Betsy,  how  can  I  live”!! 

Of  course,  I  could  say  but  little— I  made  out  to  say,  “Oh,  how 
wrong  you  are  to  keep  these  things— give  them  to  some  person  to 
whom  they  will  be  useful”— ‘‘Oh,  I  cannot”,  &c— "What  1  brought 
you  here  for  is  (opening  a  door  8c  exhibiting  silver  not  in  use)  to 
ask  you  what  I  shall  do,  she  charged  me  to  give  these  Pitchers,1  one 
to  poor  dear  Kate  &:  one  to  Mary— 8:  Bessie,  1  have  never  had  courage 
to  speak  about  them— Tell  me  what  to  do”— Of  course,  1  could  not, 
I  told  him  1  could  not  give  him  one  word  of  advice— R:  So  stands  the 
Pitcher  question— I  rather  think  he  will  leave  it  unsettled  until  Mary 


comes- 


A  day  or  two  since,  while  riding,  he  went  over  all  his  sorrows, 
Wills,  See  &  when  done,  he  said,  “  1  here  is  one  thing  1  wish  you  would 
do,  (i.e.)  give  me  a  written  release  of  any  claim,  or  right  in  the  Prop¬ 
erty  Quint iir  lei t  in  Whiter  Street,  near  Crctiens  Slip”— 1  told  him 
I  would  do  it  with  pleasure— Please  draw  for  me  such  a  paper  as 
I  may  sign— 

Let  me  know  if  you  get  the  fruit,  Barberries,  Quinces,  Pears, 
Plums,  Oranges  &  Lemons,  last  for  the  Pears  Sc  Pumpkin  Preserves— 


I  will  attend  to  the  Cloak— Maria’s11  sister,  Kate,  came  over  to  see 
her  yesterday— Please  hurry  her  off  in  the  first  Carrs  &  consign  her 
to  your  first  rate  Carriage  Man— I  want  time  to  shew  Baby  to  some 
who  knew  8c  loved  her  Mother— 

Tell  my  sweet  Bessie  I  will  soon  write  to  her  to  tell  her  how  much 
1  thank  her  for  her  well  written  letter— Love  to  dear  Mary,  tell  her 
I  wish  she  would  do  as  Bessie— Love  8c  Kiss  my  blessed  good  f.l i/a  & 
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Looly— I  rejoice  with  all  my  heart  at  the  promotion  now— Your  peace 
&  interest  will  be  taken  care  of— Kind  reinemberance  to  Mrs  Pember¬ 
ton  who  won  my  heart  &  coniidencc— Love  to  M  iss  Cox— those  preci¬ 
ous  children  are  in  kind  faithful  hands— 

Yours  with  love, 

E.F.S. 

1  am  always  in  hurry 

1  Maria  Sullivan  Thorne  died  Nov.  ^5,  1850. 

-  Qninlin  Sullivan— brother  of  Elizabeth  Stuart  ft  Maria  Thorne,  who  had  be¬ 
queathed  to  Maria  all  his  property,  inherited  from  his  father. 

:!  Little  Kate  baker's  nurse. 


Detroit,  Monday,  Oct.  23rd  -5 \. 

Mother  has  just  received  your  letter  Mr.  Baker,  and  being  quite 
unable  to  write,  has  requested  me  to  do  so.  She  has  been  miserable 
since  our  return,  and  indeed  during  our  journey,  which  was  very 
fatiguing.  The  night  upon  the  river  was  uncomfortable,  the  ride  in 
the  cars  tedious,  and  we  encountered  a  severe  gale  upon  the  Lake, 
which  prevented  our  reaching  this  place  until  eight  o’clk.  P.M.,  since 
which  time  Mother  has  been  mostly  confined  to  her  bed.  She  has 
attributed  her  indisposition  to  the  fact  of  having  caught  successive 
colds  while  at  the  East,  and  also  to  over-exertion!  But  whatever  may 
have  been  the  commencement,  or  the  direct  cause,  her  present  dilli- 
culty  is  something  more  than  common  cold  or  fatigue.  Her  symp¬ 
toms  are  precisely  like  those  of  dear  John— same  cough,  same  expec¬ 
torations,  same  catching  of  breath,  etc.  etc.  If  these  continue,  she 
cannot  be  well  this  winter. 

She  says  she  will  write  you  as  soon  as  possible,  and  will  send 
Robert’s1  account  the  first  moment  she  can  make  it  out.  She  received 
a  letter  from  Mary  two  or  three  days  since,  written  in  quite  a  low- 
spirited  strain.  I  hope  they  will  come  North  soon.  Robert1  is  well 
now,  but  has  had  an  attack  ol  “chills” .  Dear  little  Kate  is  in  perfect 
health  and  fine  spirits.  Fannie  is  somewhat  “under  the  weather’’, 
but  1  hope  will  be  better  soon. 

Sarah  talks  v  ery  strongly  of  remaining  here  this  winter,  instead  of 
going  to  Morristown.  She  and  her  family  are  well.  Dave  is  very  busy 
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canvassing  the  county.  Me  Iccls  c]iiite  disheartened  and  fears  losing 
the  election.  I  1  eel  sorry  lor  him.  Some  of  his  former  friends  are. now 
working  against  him,  and  he  feels  deserted,  disconsolate. 

Men.  John  R.  Williams  died  on  Friday  night,  after  a  protracted 
illness. 

Major  Backus  lei t  this  morning  for  Newport,  Kentut  ky,  to  which 
post  he  was  unexpectedly  ordered,  a  short  time  ago,  from  New  Mex¬ 
ico.  Me  is  delighted  with  the  change. 

1  can  think  ol  no  more  news,  therefore  with  love  to  the  children 
and  M  iss  Cox, 

1  remain 

your  sincere  friend, 

L.  K.  Stuart. 


Enclosed  you  will  find  a  check  for  $1  50. 

Mother  wishes  you  to  write  George  Thorne  to  have  the  barrels 
directed  to  Mrs.  Robert  Stuart,  Jellerson  Avenue,  Corner  of  Rivard 
Si  red— otherwise  the  Robert  Stewart  who  keeps  a  Restaurant  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  Avenue,  may  receive  and  appropriate  the  Oysters 
and  Clams. 

1  Robert  Smart  1  inner,  who  was  with  his  grandmother  in  Detroit. 


Florence,  Nov.  1 ,  1 8 5. j 

Dear  Father: 

I  received  your  letter  informing  me  of  the  birth  of  Jessie’s1  little 
one  about  three  weeks  ago,  but  sickness  has  prevented  my  sooner 
answering  it.  First  Bob  was  sick,  then  Virginia  &  lastly  myself.  I  re¬ 
joiced  to  hear  of  my  sister’s  safety  in  a  letter  from  mother  Stuart 
written  a  few  days  after  her  confinement,  and  which  reached  me 
about  two  weeks,  before  1  heard  from  home.  I  feel  the  neglect  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Willis  and  Jessie,  and  think  it  strange  that  an  only  sister 
should  have  been  forgotten  and  not  immediately  informed  of  such 
an  important  event. 

I  he  loss  of  the  Arctic  has  cast  a  gloom  over  many  here."  The  par¬ 
ticulars  of  which  reached  us  here  before  any  doubt  had  even  arisen 
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in  the  minds  of  the  citizens  of  New  York  regarding  the  safely  of  the 
steamer.  Among  the  lost  were  Mr.  &.  Mrs.  Chile,  child,  and  servant, 
who  lor  a  long  lime  here  were  my  nearest  American  neighbors. 

About  three  weeks  ago  the  cholera  suddenly  broke  out  on  board 
the  Cumberland,  and  in  the  course  of  six.  hours  there  were  seventy 
three  cases,  only  live  however  died.  Of  course  it  created  a  great  panic 
on  shore,  and  the  frigate  was  immediately  ordered  with  all  hands 
on  board  out  to  sea.  In  the  course  of  four  or  five  days  the  frigate 
returned,  and  was  again  allowed  to  communicate  with  the  shore, 
although  the  police  were  stationed  to  prevent  any  soiled  clothing 
being  brought  on  shore.  Then  a  fever  broke  out  on  the  Levant.  The 
Italians  tvere  wild  with  fright,  and  rushed  to  their  houses  if  they 
even  saw  a  sailor  on  the  streets.  My  cook  left  me  to  visit  her  husband 
in  Genoa,  and  two  days  after  died  with  the  cholera.  Oncol  the  Com¬ 
modore’s  servants  died  in  his  house,  and  a  colored  woman  whom 
one  of  the  officer’s  wife’s  had  brought  over  from  America  was  found 
at  night  in  the  last  stages  of  the  disease.  The  people  were  furious, 
and  wrote  threatening  letters  to  the  Commodore.  They  would  not 
allow  us  to  buy  land  to  bury  one  dead  in,  so  we  rented  a  piece  for 
99  years. 

Hob  left  here  yesterday— the  Cumberland  sails  in  a  few  days  for 
the  Coast  of  Spain.  The  ship  to  relieve  the  Cumberland  is  expected 
in  March,  and  the  Commodore  is  anxiously  waiting  his  orders  to 
return,  lie  has  written  lor  bob  to  Washington  applying  for  his 
leave,  which  he  will  probably  get,  but  if  not,  and  bob  should  be 
obliged  to  return  on  the  Cumberland,  he  will  before  he  sails  accom¬ 
pany  me  to  Havre.  If  he  obtains  his  leave,  wc  will  go  to  Rome  R: 
Naples  before  returning  home.  You  offered,  Father,  to  advance  me 
money,  for  return  should  I  need  it.  To  show  you  that  I  require  it, 
1  think  best  to  give  you  a  list  of  the  charges  from  here  to  Havre. 
For  one  passenger 


From  Florence  to  Genoa 

$24 

From  Genoa  to  Marseilles 

1  2 

Marseilles  to  Paris 

18 

Paris  to  Havre 

10 
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The  regulations  arc  to  charge  full  price  for  every  child  over  two 
years.  I  cannot  possibly  pay  the  price  lor  live  persons,  multiply  the 
price  for  one  passenger  $64  by  live  which  makes  a  cost  of  .vpo,  extra 
baggage  certainly  $30,  and  hotels  $50.  Passports  vised  at  each  place 
$1  for  every  seal.  I  have  given  you,  Father,  the  lowest  prices,  that  is 
by  travelling  in  second  class  cars  Sec.  Add  to  the  above  the  charges 
for  the  ocean  trip  and  you  will  sec  I  am  not  extravagant,  when  1  ask 
for  a  year  in  advance.  I  would  like  to  have  the  amount  here  in  the 
Bank.  You  need  not  fear,  Father,  my  spending  it,  but  as  the  ship  is 
now  liable  to  be  ordered  home  any  day,  and  Bob  may  lie  obliged  to 
return  in  her,  if  we  had  not  the  funds  on  the  spot  for  taking  us  to 
Havre,  he  would  be  obliged  to  sail,  and  trust  to  my  meeting  some 
family  to  take  charge  of  me,  which  would  be  an  extra  expense,  as  I 
would  be  obliged  to  stop  at  all  places,  hotels  &c  with  them.  1  regret 
to  trouble  you,  my  dear  Father,  but  now  the  time  for  my  return  is 
so  near,  I  wish  to  have  all  money  matters  arranged.  Orders  will  come 
for  the  Cumberland  to  sail  for  America,  and  she  must  start  immedi¬ 
ately,  therefore  I  wish  to  be  ready  for  any  emergencies. 

Mr.  Lewis  Cass,  our  Minister  at  Rome,  passed  through  this  place 
a  few  days  ago.  He  appeared  glad  and  astonished  to  meet  Bob,  and 
said,  I  must  write  to  him  before  we  left  for  Rome,  and  lie  would  send 
his  servant  and  a  free  pass  for  me  to  enter,  without  having  the  lug¬ 
gage  examined,  and  this  we  will  do,  as  they  are  particularly  sus¬ 
picious  of  foreigners,  and  delay  travellers  for  hours  at  the  gates  ex¬ 
amining  every  paper,  bundle,  &c.  If  Mr.  Cass  sends  his  carriage  with 
a  private  pass  8c  servant  to  meet  us  tit  the  gate  we  will  avoid  all 
annoyances. 

Florence  is  full  of  Americans.  Last  evening  I  was  invited  to  a  party 
at  Mr.  Macquays  (the  banker),  but  did  not  go,  as  Bob  had  just  left 
and  I  did  not  feel  in  any  humor  for  such  festivities. 

The  people  here,  have  been  amusing  themselves  lately  by  ascend¬ 
ing  in  balloons.  Today  one  rose  from  the  Arno,  with  two  ladies,  three 
men,  horse  and  soldier.  I  never  saw  such  a  crowd.  The  river  as  far  as 
I  could  see  with  an  opera  glass  was  lined  on  both  sides.  Foolish 
amusement!  I  think  1  have  been  suffering  lately  with  my  last  win¬ 
ter’s  pain  in  chest,  and  left  shoulder.  1  now  have  a  plaster  on  my  back 
which  I  hope  will  do  me  good. 
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Give  much  love  and  many  congratulations  to  Jessie.  I  long  to  see 
the  wonderful  baby. 

A  servant  to  attend  the  children,  who  has  lived  with  me  for  two 
years  and  promised  to  go  to  America  with  me,  suddenly  took  it  into 
her  head  to  run  oil  with  a  soldier.  1  miss  her  very  much.  She  had 
learned  the  dressmaking  trade,  and  was  very  useful  to  me  in  sewing. 

1  am  now  making  winter  clothing  for  my  little  children. 

I  am  sorry  Mother  is  not  well.  I  long  to  see  you  all  again  dear 
Father,  and  tell  you  how  much  1  have  seen  far  away  from  home.  My 
baby  begins  to  talk,  but  all  in  Italian.  1  hope,  Father,  my  asking  you 
to  advance  me  money,  will  not  fret  or  worry  you,  but  you  told  me 
to  write  you  plainly  of  my  circumstances,  and  wants,  which  1  have 
done. 

Families  arriving  here  now,  are  charged  $50  and  $(io  lor  apart¬ 
ments  like  mine,  but  as  1  have  a  written  agreement,  they  cannot  raise 
my  rent.  All  the  court  now  is  here,  8c  I  could  not  possibly  have  more 
cheerful  rooms.  My  little  ones,  dear  Father,  always  remember  you 
in  their  prayers.  We  often  talk  of  America  and  think  of  loved  ones 
there.  Believe  me  truly  your  alfectionate  daughter. 

Ellen  E.  Stuart. 

1  Annie  Willis,  eldest  daughter  of  Richard  Storrs  Willis  and  Ann  Jeannette  Willis 
(Jessie— sister  of  F.llen  Cairns  Smart),  horn  Roslyn,  L.I.  August  1*3,  i8.yj. 

-  U.S.  Mail  .steamship  “Arctic”  left  Liverpool  for  New  York  Sept.  20,  1953  &  col¬ 
lided  with  the  barque  “Huron”  on  Sept.  27th,  and  foundered  with  the  loss  of  300— 
only  32  being  saved.  There  was  a  considerable  passenger  panic. 


Detroit,  Nov.  2,  1 854 

Dear  Son— 

Ever  since  my  arrival,  I  have  been  too  unwell  to  think,  talk,  or 
write— 

I  left  N.York  with  a  bad  cold,  and  added  to  it— it  rained  hard  in 
Albany  &  going  from  Boat  to  Carriage,  8c  from  Hotel  to  Carrs,  got 
my  feet  very  wet— Not  being  well,  the  journey  seemed  the  hardest 
1  ever  took— We  had  a  gale  on  the  Lake,  which  made  me  very  sick, 
altogether  I  was  just  lit  to  take  to  my  Bed,  1  fear  from  appearances 
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it  has  turned  to  intermittent— yesterday  all  clay  I  was  ill  with  lever, 
chills  &  headache— this  morning  1  (eel  very  smart;  but  oh,  dear  Sou, 
how  distressed  I  am  about  my  precious  angel  Looly—  1  am  afraid  we 
i  hink  too  much  ol  him — I  am  rejoiced  that  you  have  decided  on  llan. 
drawers  lor  him— When  I  had  his  flannels  made,  /  wished  to  have  his 
dear  legs  covered  to  his  Ankles  with  flannel,  friends  said,  “Oh,  No, 
he  has  always  dressed  so,  Sc  it  is  the  way  all  children  dress -&  when 
he  goes  out,  put  on  long  gaiters”-!  thought  1  was  old,  unfashionable, 
N  no  taste,  N  gave  up— Never  mind  looks,  put  him  on  warm  woolen 
long  stockings,  &  warm  flannel  drawers— Oh,  I  wish  you  had  let  me 
bring  him  home— May  God  graciously  restore  him  to  perfect  health 
—blessed  Lamb,  his  constitution  has  recicved  a  severe  shoc  k—1 

1  rejoice  that  the  others  are  in  fine  health— My  beautiful,  gay, 
healthy  Kate  gave  me  two  nights  &  days  of  sadness,  she  was  quite  ill, 
but  our  hearts  rejoiced  when  we  found  two  great  double  teeth 
through— She  is  herself  again,  happy  in  perfect  health,  the  admira¬ 
tion  ol  all  who  see  her — is  thoroughly  weaned— 

Our  weather  is  cold— it  makes  us  begin  preparations  for  winter— 
Will  you  tell  Mrs  Pemberton  or  Miss  Coxe  that  all  the  children’s 
out  door  winter  things  arc  in  a  square  trunk  in  the  Garret?  Mulls, 
Comforters,  Sec— 

I  am  Hattered  at  the  assurance  that  my  visit  to  Morristown  is  re¬ 
membered  with  pleasure  by  my  precious  children— Tell  them,  as 
soon  as  I  am  able,  I  will  answer  their  kind  letters— The  thouuht  of 
losing  Mrs  Pemberton  makes  me  sad— Have  we  any  real  in  good  in 
lile  without  a  draw  back?  Sooner  than  lose  her,  would  you  not  lake 
her  child?  Let  Eliza  sleep  with  Mary,  &:  clear  Hessie  take  the  trundle 
bed— I rom  her,  I  should  think  he  would  be  a  gentle  boy— would  he 
not  anchor  her?  Your  peace  &  welfare  of  your  family  depend  so  much 
upon  a  right  IVoman  for  house  keeper— how  rare  they  are! 

1  ruly  the  dedication  ol  Mrs  Taylor’s  children  to  Christ  was  a 
heart  cheering  blessed  scene— she  has  cause  for  thankfulness— 

Sarah  Sc  all  hers  are  well,  she  is  busy  preparing  for  her  visit  to 
Morristown— I  will,  when  I  recieve  it,  carefully  keep  your  Saginaw 
Mortgage— 

I  am  cheered  at  the  thought  of  your  happiness,  however  brief,  in 
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Living  a  visit  from  your  respected  lather— it  is  a  star  in  your  dark, 
lonely  pilgrimage— 

Looly’s  illness  makes  ii  very  sad— Do  you  remember  before  1  left, 
1  said  several  times  to  you  “I  am  afraid  Looly  has  hint,  himself,  he 
seems  to  drag  his  legs,  and  when  moved  suddenly  after  sitting  in  the 
lap,  he  would  cry  out,  &  through  the  night  rubbing  his  legs  always 
soothed  him— 1  wish  you  would  get  Opedildoc  &:  rub  his  limbs  freely 
twice  a  day,  in  the  morning  before  he  is  dressed,  &  at  night  going  to 
bed— Oh,  1  wish  you  would  roll  him  up  &  bring  him  to  me,  if  only 
lor  the  winter— Miss  Rockwell  &  I  would  take  just  the  care  ol  him 
he  needs— it  should  be  my  sole  occupation— it  is  too  much  for  you— 

Miss  R— desires  her  kind  regards— Poor  Lavinia  begs  to  be  affec¬ 
tionately  remembered— she  seems  very  happy,  yet  permanently  sad, 
—dear  Fanny  is  in  perfect  health— 

My  love  to  Miss  Coxe  R:  Mrs  Pemberton— I  love  them  both  for 
theii  faithfulness  to  you  &  yours— Love  to  my  precious  children  with 
much  lor  you,  my  beloved  sorrowing  Son,  from  your 

Alfectionatc  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Oh,  do  give  my  sincere  love  to  your  dear  Mother,  tell  her  as  soon 
as  1  can  do  it  legibly,  I  will  write— my  most  respectful  R:  kind  regards 
to  your  father— kind  regards  to  kind  Mrs.  Fish  R:  Mrs  Griffin—-  They 
are  dear  to  me,  because  they  were  so  kind  to  my  sainted  one  R:  hers— 

1  Alice  Baker,  Looc's  daughter,  writes:  "Father’s  crippled  condition  was  due  to  the 
angry  ac  t  of  a  nursemaid.  When  he  was  about  four  years  old  the  nurse  dressed  him  up 
in  his  best  clothes,  as  company  was  expected.  1  Ie  went  out  and  got  all  dirtied  up,  and 
the  nurse,  infuriated,  pulled  oil  his  clothes  and  threw  him  into  a  tub  of  icy  water. 
1  his  act  evidently  brought  on  inflammatory  rheumatism,  which  drew  up  one  leg,  and 
it  stillened  permanently  that  way.  Ever  since  I  was  old  enough  to  remember  and  un¬ 
derstand,  I  knew  that  he  suffered  agony  much  of  the  time.  1  don’t  recall  ever  hearing 
a  word  ol  complaint  or  a  mention  of  his  condition,  or  a  groan  from  him,  but  many 
a  time  1  have  seen  him  leave  the  room  hastily,  with  his  face  working  painfully,  or 
heard  him  say:  “Run  along  now  children.” 

-  Mrs.  Hamilton  Fish  &  Mrs.  Griffin  were  William  Baker’s  step  sisters,  daughter  ol 
the  second  wife  of  Looe  Baker  Sr. 
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STUART  LETTERS 


(iyf) 


Del  roil,  Noy.  sd.  i  or.  t . 

My  dear  Mr.  Baker, 

Mrs.  Kingsbury  lias  this  morning  brought  us  a  letter  written  at 
St.  Louis  by  an  officer  just  arrived  from  Texas,  containing  such  sad 
news!  Two  weeks  ago  he  was  at  Corpus  Christ  i  where  he  watched  at 
night  with  Dr.  d  inner,  who  was  then  delirious  with  the  Yellow 
fever.  'The  Dr.  died  towards  morning,  &  on  the  day  of  his  burial, 
kilty  died!  And  poor  Mary  who  also  lay  delirious  at  the  time  this 
officer  left,  has  probably  ere  this  followed  her  husband  R;  child!  Was 
ever  such  an  accumulation  of  trials!  Blow  after  blow— shocks  suffi¬ 
cient  to  crush  the  stoutest  heart— all  heaped  in  such  rapid  succession 
upon  poor  Mother!  And  Robert  too!1  Mow  is  he  to  be  pitied!  1  Ie  was 
at  school  when  the  news  arrived— &  now  has  retired  to  his  mom. 
A  house  of  mourning!  Nothing  but  broken  hearts,  &  withered  hopes! 
Hut  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  does  right!  What  we  know  not  now, 
we  shall  know  hereafter. 


Mother  says  she  seated  herscll  this  morning  to  write  you  a  full 
statement  of  her  affairs,  but,  now  mortgages  have  dwindled  to  dust. 
—  Is  it  not  strange  that  October  should  be  such  a  fatal  month  for  us? 
A  letter  from  Robert-  a  short  time  since  said— Whom  of  us  will  this 
October  carry  off?3 

Little  Kate  is  well,  &  has  two  new  teeth— 

With  love  to  all,  1  remain 


Yrs.  truly 

Lavinia  E.  Stuart 


Mother  sends  love— 


1  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  iC  years  old  when  his  father  and  sister  died  of  yellow  fever 
on  October  17th. 

-  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  then  in  Italy. 

;1  Robert  Stuart  had  died  in  October  1 8  j8,  Kate  Stuart  Baker,  “Old  Unc  le’’  David 
Stuart,  and  John  Stuart  had  died  in  October  1853. 


Detroit,  Nov.  14,  i S54 

My  dear  Son— 

Ever  since  the  last  terrible  crash  came,  until  we  recieved  Major 
Hills  cheering  letter,  wherein  lie  mentioned  having  written  you 
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by  same  Mail,  My  mind  has  been  so  distracted  &  my  bean  so  sad, 
I  could  only  dwell  on  one  thought,  All  gone!  1  low  can  1  get  the  little 
lei i  one?!!1  And  if  1  could  only  go  to  Morristown!  or  if  Mr.  baker 
could  come  to  me!!  I  felt  like  one  chained  in  a  cage,  R:  distractedly 
going  from  one  end  to  the  other,  for  counsel— 1  saw  God’s  hand  of 
love,  R:  Mercy,  in  much  of  the  astounding  sorrow— the  very  views 
you  so  sweetly  wrote,  took  almost  entire  possession  of  my  mind— 
That  God  was  gathering  all  M  rs  Stuart ’s  as  last  as  they  were  prepared 
to  meet  the  glory  which  1  le  had  prepared  lor  all  who  love  Jesus!  but 
soon,  1  found  myself  groveling  to  Earth— I  low  can  1  get  the  left 
one? 

but  in  the  midst  of  bitter  allliction,  how  like  a  tender  piltying 
Father  he  lias  blended  Mercy  in  our  cup!  with  my  soul,  I  can  say  he 
doeth  all  things  well.  My  child  was  lost  and  is  found!  and  in  this,  let 
our  song  be  of  Mercy  R:  thanksgiving!  When  we  dwell  only  on  the 
single  thought,  Our  loved,  our  good,  our  precious  Doctor  gone!  We 
shall  never,  never  more  see  him  in  the  flesh— nor  hear  his  precious 
voice  in  prayer— My  heart  swells  with  sadness,  R:  my  eyes  fill  with 
tears,  And  my  poor  Mary’s  double,  bitter  bereavement!  her  Kitty!! 
the  delight  of  her  heart,  her  promise  of  future  happiness,  all  fill  me 
with  unutterable  sadness!  but  when  by  faith,  I  get  a  flitting  view  of 
having  his  sweet  Kitty  accompany  him  through  the  dark  Valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death  and  by  Jesus  ushered  into  the  presence  of  the 
glorious  ones  gathered  before  him,— In  truth,  1  can  say  I  would  not 
have  detained  him  in  this  Vale  of  tears— 

1  cannot  just  now  say  one  word  of  business— My  whole  mind  is 
taken  up  with  Mary  R:  her  blessed  babe— You  will  think  me  all  sel¬ 
fishness— When  you  read  that,  I  see  no  possible  way  of  her  getting 
home,  unless  you  go  for  her!  In  all  such  things,  poor  Dave  is  a  child 
—  I  will  go  to  Morristown  immediately,  if  you  say  so,  and  will  never 
(God  willing)  lose  sight  of  those  children,  unless  I  know  all  about 
them— Eliza  R:  Looly  shall  lie  in  my  bosom— k  ever  be  near  me—  I  am 
aware  that  I  am  asking  a  most  unreasonable  thing,  but  we  are  called 
to  pass  through  uncommon  scenes— Do  not  be  frightened  lest  my 
health  will  give  out— I  am  in  perfect  health— I  have  been  unwell,  but 
only  from  Cold  and  worry— excitement— 
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Sarah  leaves  tomorrow  lor  Morristown— Kind  regards  to  Mrs  Pem¬ 
berton  &  Miss  Coxc— Much  love  to  my  dear  precious  children— tell 
them  I  will  write  them  as  soon  as  I  am  able— 

Peter  is  ill— has  been  for  a  week-Elizabeth  Chills  &:  fever  every 
other  day — so  we  arc  not  living  comfortably — 

Son,  please  to  add  to  what  you  have  already  pd  for  me— Bringing 
Maria  &  Baby  from  Morristown  to  Brooklyn  —Telegraphing  to 
Dave  about  our  Texian  Sorrow  &  Joy— 

I  will  wiitc  to  Got  heal  to  pay  all  in  N.York — Lavinia  sends  love 
to  you  &:  children— Fanny  is  perfectly  well— 

With  much  love  to  you  &  daily  prayer  that  you  may  find  the  com- 
lort  in  Christ,  which  Earth  can  neither  give  nor  lake,  believe  me 
your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.F.S. 

1  I  lie  baby — hlizabeth  linmu  Hillings  Turner,  born  A j >1  i  1  K, 


Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  Nov.  1 5,  1  Sr,  | 


Now,  I  send  a  statement  of  Roberts,  from  the  beginning— l  le  has 
now  at  the  I  ailors  to  be  made,  an  over  Coat  — Blk  Vest- Drawers— 
a  Bill  I rom  a  retail  store  will  soon  be  presented— and  one  from  the 
Shoe  Makers— the  following  begins  from  his  arrival— June  7,  (j  Pkt 
M kfs  $1.50,  18th  Cash  $3.00—2  1st,  Cash  $5— July,  Express  (by  Miss 
Rockwell  $  1 .50,  17th  Livery  Stable  (Miss  Rockwell)  $2, — 23rd,  Liv¬ 
ery  Stable  by  Miss  Rockwell,  $2.,  24th  Cash  by  Miss  Rockwell,  Sir,.— 
25th,  Cash  by  Miss  R— $17.— Cash  at  Mkna  by  Miss  R_$jj— ,\ug.  1  lat 
purchased  by  Sarah  $2.50— Aug.  Daguerro  $1.50,  Aug.  Books  &c  $5. 
-Passage  from  Saut.  to  Detroit  $12,  Aug.  25,  Cash  for  Boots  Re  $5.- 
Aug.  29,  Tailor’s  Bill  $30— Sept.  4  Cash  $  10— Oct.  28  Money  ad¬ 


vanced  Robert  by  Miss  Rockwell  during  my  absence  in  N.York,— 
T°  g°  10  Fait'  $3.— Music  Teacher  $11.25,  Ride  $1.25,  Ride  $2. 
HuSgy  $2— Pocket  Money  $5— Oct.  27— Horse  hire  $1.— 29th  Cash 
$5.—  Nov.  10  by  Miss  Rockwell  for  riding  $2.— Nov.  13,  Cash  S3.— 
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\  ou  may,  as  /  do,  think  that  Robert  has  been  extravagant  — I  have 
ac  ted  toward  him  conscientiously,  according  Lo  ( irciunslnnces,  not 
as  1  would  to  a  Son  of  my  own  at  that  age,— with  no  lather,  brother, 
nor  Male  friend—  I  o  have  all  right,  1  made  him  write,  lor  his  par¬ 
ents  to  say,  how  much  Pkt  Money  they  were  willing  to  allow  him  per 
Mo.— 1  thought  this  plan  would  give  him  economical,  business,  sys¬ 
tematic  habits  of  keeping  an  account  of  what  he  spent.  Sc  teac  h  him 
not  to  throw  money  away  recklessly— I  le  wrote,  and  his  dear  Mother 
relying  on  his  home  habits,  and  forget  t  ing  t  he  inducements  in  a  City 
to  spend  Money,  formation  ol  a  circle  of  lads,  who  would  soon  find 
out  that  he  could  always  be  depended  on  to  foot  the  bill  &c— wrote 
to  him.  Your  Grandmother  always  has  money  enough  of  your 
lather’s  in  her  hands,  and  she  wall  f  urnish  you  with  all  you  want”— 
You  wall  pcrcievc  much  has  gone  in  Livery  Stable— Mis  blessed 
Father  wished  him  to  ride  often— told  him  to  purchase  a  horse,  but 
1  advised  not— 1  lay  &  Oats  are  enormously  high— A  long  winter  set- 
t  ing  in,  and  terrible  Men  Servants,  who  would  soon  ruin  a  Horse, 
where  no  Master’s  eye  was— As  things  have  eventuated,  I  am  glad  he 


did  not  get  one— 

Today  Sarah  left  for  Morristown— Very,  very  cold  w'cather—  La- 
vinia  &  her  dear  Fannie  are  well— poor  Lavinia  is  truly  a  sad, 
widow  indeed,  she  seems  to  mourn  as  much  for  John  as  at  the  first— 
this  last  sad  news  has  added  to  her  gloom— She  8c  1  feel  alike— we 
would  love  a  hut,  in  the  Cemetery,  railed  in,  that  we  might  be  alone 
—She,  with  me,  sends  to  you  Sc  the  precious  children  much  love— 
Remember  me,  please,  to  Mrs  Pemberton  8c  Miss  Scot— You  will 
think  me  very  silly  when  1  tell  you  that  in  learning  the  pleasant  ar¬ 
rangements  of  your  family,  8c  that  the  poor  little  boy  is  so  pleasantly 
accommodated,  I  feel  relieved  of  a  load  on  my  mind,  which  you  can¬ 
not  understand— I  have  been  at  that  house  Sc  seen  the  woman,  it  is  a 
comfortable  home— 

With  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  ever 


Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Please  add  to  what  you  have  already  pd  for  me  $5.  for  bringing  Maria 
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&  Baggage  from  Morristown  to  Brooklyn,  &  lill  up  the  Note  1  send 
Gotheal  with  amt.  and  Telegraph  despatches  about  our  blessed  ones 
at  Corpus  Christ  i. 


Detroit,  Nov.  t>ist,  185.]. 

Dear  Mr.  Baker 

Your  two  letters,  one  to  Mother  and  one  to  myself,  have  been 
received.  I  write  in  haste  to  say  that  Mother  will  leave  here  (D.V.) 
tomorrow  morning,  spend  the  night  at  Bulfalo,  go  to  Albany  on 
Thursday,  down  the  North  River  the  same  night,  and  to  Morris¬ 
town  on  Friday  morning.  She  takes  Rate  and  Maria  with  her.  1  have 
engaged  two  or  three  persons  to  search  at  the  different  hotels  for 
some  gentlemen  who  may  be  going  down,  for  1  feel  unwilling  for 
Mother  to  attempt  the  journey  without  an  escort .  Her  health  is  much 
better  than  when  we  returned,  indeed  she  proclaims  hersell  per¬ 
fectly  well  and  strong  and  actually  forbids  our  saying  or  thinking 
otherwise.  She  feels  now,  for  the  first  time ,  that  Mary  is  touting 
home,  as  hitherto,  so  many  obstacles  have  presented  themselves  and 
the  prospect  has  been  so  dark,  she  has  been  quite  discouraged. 

Wishing  you  a  prosperous  journey  and  a  safe  return,  1  remain 

Yours  sincerely 

L.  E.  Stuart 

Kate  and  Fannie1  are  playing  in  the  parlors  and  chasing  each  other 
in  high  glee.  Fannie  will  be  very  lonely  when  Kate  is  gone. 

1  Kate  Baker— 1. 1  mouths  old— the  motherless  daughter  of  Kate  Stuart  Baker— & 
Fauny  Stuart— s'A  years  old,— the  fatherless  daughter  ol  John  Stuart  both  happy  at 
their  grandmother’s  home. 


Florence 

December  (i,  i  851 

My  dear  Father: 

1  wish  to  keep  you  advised  of  our  plans  as  possible.  My  husband, 
a  few  days  since  received  a  document  from  Washington,  detaching 
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him  from  the  Cumberland  to  the  United  States,  with  three  months 
leave  of  absence,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  is  to  report  to 
the  Department.  I  was  delighted  when  I  received  the  document,  as 
1  had  determined  to  remain  another  year,  or  two  rather  than  cross 
the  ocean  alone.  Death  has  made  such  sad  havoc  in  my  husband’s 
family,  during  our  residence  abroad,  8c  his  mother  being  very  ill, 
and  urging  his  return  1  feel  reluctant  about  advising  him  to  join  the 
coming  squadron.  The  terrible  information  concerning  the  death 
of  his  sister  Kate,1  her  husband  and  child  has  also  reached  us,  and 
dreadful  as  it  is,  a  feeling  of  thankfulness  arises  in  my  heart,  that 
you  my  loved  father,  mother,  and  sister,  are  still  spared  to  me. 

General  Dix  who  you  of  course  know  by  reputation  is  here  with 
his  family,  and  asked  me  a  few  days  since  if  I  was  the  daughter  of 
William  Cairns,  who  owned  that  beautiful  place  at  Roslyn.  1  lc  said 
he  had  often  driven  past  it,  and  wished  for  just  such  a  lovely  spot. 

1  le  then  spoke  of  the  Bryants  and  said  Mr.  Bryant-  was  one  of  the 
last  persons  lie  had  seen  in  America— that  he  had  been  trying  to 
purchase  a  place  between  us,  and  Glen  Cove,  but  the  woman  asked 
a  pi  ice  lie  could  not  allord  to  give.  They  are  all  very  agreeable,  and 
I  quite  regret  that  they  are  leaving  Rome  so  soon.  On  the  1 8th  of 
Jail,  the  whole  Squadron  is  to  meet  at  Spczia,— on  the  19th,  to  see, 
and  in  the  presence  of  all  a  man  is  to  be  hanged  who  murdered  one 
of  the  men  on  board  the  Levant,  about  two  months  since;  of  course 
it  is  kept  very  quiet  for  fear  of  trouble. 

I  have  been  to  several  parties  lately,  not  that  my  inclination 
prompted  me  to  go,  but  that  1  thought  it  desirable  8c  well  to  see 
something  of  Florentine  society.  One  evening  the  topic  of  general 
conversation  was  Mr.  Cass,  who  refused  to  exert  his  influence  in 
having  a  Mr.  Bloodgood  and  his  family  presented  at  court.  This 
exasperated  Mr.  Bloodgood,  who  wrote  Cass  a  severe  letter  saying 
that  upon  his  return  to  the  United  States,  he  should  report  his  un¬ 
willingness  to  oblige  his  countrymen,  and  all  about  his  general  con¬ 
duct  which  had  gained  him  the  contempt  of  all  Americans.  Mr.  Cass 
said  in  reply,  that  the  letter  was  in  the  hands  of  his  friends  and  in  a 
few  days  he  should  demand  satisfaction.  Mr.  Bloodgood  answered  if 
satisfaction  consisted  in  Hogging,  a  good  strong  horsewhip  was  ready 
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lor  him.  Ol  course  (his  has  occasioned  quite  an  excitement,  and  we 
aie  on  the  qui  vive  lor  our  letters  Irom  Rome  to  acquaint  us  with 
its  termination.  1  was  interrupted  then  by  Mrs.  Dix  who  had  just 
received  a  letter  Irom  her  son  in  Rome,  saying  the  city  was  crowded, 
and  charges  so  exorbitant  as  to  prevent  them  Irom  going  yet  lor 
several  weeks. 


Jessie  mentioned  that  you,  and  Mother  had  been  staying  a  short 
time  at  the  Irving  House,  The  wife  of  the  proprietor,  Mrs.  Howard 
and  her  daughter,  are  here.  I  understand  they  intend  opening  a  hotel 
in  Paris  on  the  American  plan. 

1  he  Cumberland  is  at  present  at  N ice,  celebrated  lot  its  charming 
climate.  T  he  frigate  is  constantly  crowded  with  visions.  Dining  the 
two  weeks  they  have  been  there,  they  calculated  that  about  i;boo  per¬ 
sons  have  been  on  board.  On  the  first  of  the  month  Martin  Van 
Buren  was  received  on  board  with  the  same  honors  as  il  he  was  Presi¬ 
dent — salutes  bred,  one  for  each  state  in  the  Union— manning  yards 
— officers  in  lull  dress,  cocked  hats  and  swords,  and  band  playing 
“1  lail  Columbia  happy  land.” 

I  wrote  you  father  a  short  time  ago  requesting  you  to  pay  me  a 
year  in  advance,  which  I  hope  did  not  displease  you.  1  wish  to  see  as 
much  as  possible  while  I  am  here.  Of  course,  we  do  not  expect  to 
travel  during  the  whole  of  these  three  months,  knowing  full  well  the 
length  of  my  purse,  still  there  is  much  unseen  within  out  immediate 
reach,  and  as  the  Cumberland  is  liable  to  be  ordered  home  at  any 
day,  you  will  understand  why  I  wish  the  money  in  the  bank.  I  have 
had  many  hours  of  enjoyment  in  sunny  Italy,  still  the  thought  ol 
again  meeting  with  those  I  love  at  home  almost  unnerves  me.  Jennie 
still  talks  about  the  dark  place  under  grandma’s  house  where  black 
Emma  put  her.  I  will  not  tell  you  how  proud  you  will  feel  of  my  little 
family,  but  I  long  for  you  to  see  them. 

Give  much  love  to  Mother,  and  tell  her  I  wonder  if  she  wishes  to 
see  me  half  as  much  as  I  do  her. 

I  wrote  to  Jessie  a  short  time  since.  Bob  is  sure  New  York  cannot 
produce  a  baby  equal  to  ours,  while  I  contend  that  Jessie  will  now 
hold  ours  at  quite  a  discount. 
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With  much  love  dear  father  to  all,  believe  me  sincerely,  your 
allect ionatc  daughter. 


Ellen  E.  Stuart. 


1  It  w;is  Mary  Stuart  Turner's  death  which  was  at  first  erroneously  reported. 
-William  Cullen  Hryant,  the  poet,  who  was  a  neighbor  and  close  friend  of  the 
Cairns. 


Detroit,  Jan.  1  i ,  1 855 

Dear  Son— 

W  e  arrived  here  last  night,  i  1  Oclock,  alter  a  pleasant  journey— 
At  lhtllalo,  in  searching  (or  Frany’s  Brothers,  Mary  found  that  the 
whole  family  had  arrived, -three  Brothers  &  three  sisters— a  sister 
came  to  see  Mary,  who  resembled  Frany  so  much,  that  she  decided 
to  hire  her— 

The  children  bore  the  journey  astonishingly  well,  until  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  London,1  and  then,  oh,  dear  Son,  our  precious,  blessed  litt  le 
Kate,  broken  suddenly  out  in  a  fearful  scream,  and  never  ceased  un¬ 
til  we  came  within  an  hour’s  ride  of  Windsor— She  drove  me  to  tears 
&  prayer,  &  unfeeling  men  to  “move  that  we  adjourn  to  another 
Car r”— and  I  addressed  the  man  that  brought  forth  the  resolution, 
Oh,  Sir,  il  you  knew  the  daily  habit  of  this  child,  your  heart  would 
ache,  lor  you  would  know  that  she  was  in  intense  agony— She  never 
cries  except  when  hurt  or  ill’’— All  this  time  she  was  screaming,  as 
you  may  remember  our  precious  Looly  did  last  fall— 1  really  lelt 
almost  deranged,  neither  Maria  or  I  could  do  a  thing  to  sooth  her, 
she  would  try  to  throw  herself  out  of  our  arms,  &c— 111  the  midst  of 
my  distraction,  that  Text  came  strongly  to  my  mind,  “any  thing  ye 
ask,  believing,  &c  L-c’’— In  fervent  believing  prayer  I  carried  my 
heart’s  agony  to  Jesus— Son,  do  not  sneer— I  tell  it  to  you  to  glorify 
our  Father,  as  sudden  as  a  flash  of  lightning,  she  lay  her  head  down 
on  Maria’s  lap,  as  if  she  heard  the  command,  “Peace,  be  still”,  and 
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from  that  moment,  she  slept  sweetly,  &  has  been,  &  is,  as  well  as  she 
ever  was  in  her  life— 

8°  much  lor  our  precious  onc-My  own  Looly  is  in  my  thoughts 
all  the  time— 1<  or  iear  ol  making  him  cry,  1  would  not  take  leave  of 
him,  which  I  shall  never  cease  to  regret  as  long  as  I  live— 

It  is  dark— 1  cannot  see— &  this  must  go  to  the  l'ost— Mary  says, 
Mother,  tell  him  my  Boxes  have  not  arrived".  I  find  Mr  Astor’s 
A/e  which  I  shall  send  when  I  am  able-Now,  l  am  all  confusion- 
kemember  me  kindly  to  Mrs  P-&  Miss  Coxe,  and  much  love  to 
m\  own  blessed  children— Mary  &  Lavinia  unite  their  love  to  you, 
with  that  of  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 


1  London,  Ontario,  about  100  miles  from  Detroit. 


E.E.S. 


Florence  Jan.  «  i ,  1 855 

Many  thanks,  my  dear  father,1  for  your  kindness  and  attent  ion  as 
well  as  liberality.  Your  kind  letter  enclosing  the  draft  was  received 
a  day  or  two  since,  and  should  (as  is  my  habit)  have  been  answered 
immediately  had  I  not  been  suffering  with  a  severe  headache..  Just 
as  I  was  beginning  this  letter  &  making  an  effort  to  write  Bob  gave 
me  an  agreeable  surprise  by  walking  in  with  a  ten  days’  leave  from 
the  ship.  1  his  is  the  last  time  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
him  till  he  is  lcgulaily  detached,  which  he  expects  to  be  sometime 
during  March,  although  as  yet  no  orders  have  been  received  for  the 
return  of  the  Cumberland.  The  Levant  leaves  for  New  York  on 
the  15th  of  February;  by  her  I  will  send  one  of  my  trunks,  and  if 
possible  some  of  Mother’s  things.  They  will  be  sent  to  Jessie’s  by 
the  city  express.  I  am  anxious  to  get  rid  of  as  much  luggage  as  pos¬ 
sible,  011  account  of  the  expense,  which  amounts  to  nearly  as  much 
as  our  passages.  The  St.  Louis  will  also  leave  this  station  durinu  Feb- 
ruary,  but  as  she  sails  for  Norfolk  I  will  divide  my  affairs  between 
the  Cumberland  and  The  Levant. 

I  will  attend  to  Mother’s  commissions  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
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I  have  sent  to  Genoa  lor  some  articles,  and  hope  to  receive  them  in 
time  for  The  Levant. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  Italy  has  been  thrown  into  the  greatest  excite¬ 
ment  by  the  death  of  the  Oneen  of  Sardinia.  Of  the  members  ol  this 
Court,  Lather,  I  wrote  considerably  from  Spezia  during  my  lirst 
summer’s  residence  there.  It  appears  the  Queen  was  safely  delivered 
ol  a  little  Prince,  and  was  doing  well,  but  on  the  Sth  day  she  was 
suddenly  taken  ill  and  died.  Foul  play  is  suspected,  as  a  bill  strongly 
recommended  by  the  King  and  his  ministers  has  been  introduced 
into  Parliament  confiscating  all  the  property  of  the  monks.  I  his  bill 
will  surely  pass,  and  will  be  a  great  revenue  to  the  State,  and  destroy 
almost  entirely  the  immense  Catholic  influence— nearly  all  The 
Royal  family,  strange  to  say,  have  been  seriously  ill.  Flic  priests  say, 
“see  the  linger  of  God  is  pointed  to  them  for  this  awful  sin’’.  I'he 
Pope  threatens  excommunication  and  all  kinds  of  awful  things— 
hence  poison  is  suspected.  The  Cumberland  was  in  Genoa  when  the 
Queen  died,  and  all  of  the  officers  were  specially  invited  to  High 
Mass. 

Florence,  Italy,  1 855 

On  the  uoth  of  this  month  on  board  The  Levant  was  carried  into 
execution  the  sentence  of  Court  martial  in  a  case  of  murder  on  board 
that  vessel  about  three  months  since.  At  9  A.M.  all  hands  were  called 
to  witness  the  punishment.  The  officers  in  full  uniform  with  their 
swords  &  pistols,  marines  drawn  up  with  their  muskets  loaded  and 
bayonets  fixed.  The  prisoner  was  then  brought  up  in  double  irons; 
he  was  perfectly  composed  although  very  pale.  He  kissed  The  Cap¬ 
tain  and  first  lieutenant,  and  read  a  few  verses  of  his  own  composi¬ 
tion  to  his  mess-mates  urging  them  to  repent  and  profit  by  what  they 
would  soon  witness.  At  9:30  the  gun  was  fired— The  rope  was  placed 
around  his  neck,  and  in  an  instant  his  lifeless  corpse  was  dangling 
at  the  yardarm. 

Give  much  love  to  Mother.  I  hope  to  be  in  New  York  some  time 
during  May,  but  of  course  cannot  tell  till  the  orders  for  the  Cumber¬ 
land  arrive.  I  will  answer  Jessie’s  letter  in  a  few  days.  I  am  anxious 
to  see  her  little  one,  although  Bob  declares  that  no  little  New  Yorker 
can  equal  our  darlings.  Excuse  this  imperfect  letter,  dear  Father. 
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Willie  is  quite  sick  today  and  requires  my  care,  then  I  have  my  hus¬ 
band  with  me  and  as  we  are  so  much  separated  of  course  our  meet¬ 
ings  are  quite  lover-like. 

Bob  desires  his  kindest  regards  to  all.  As  the  time  draws  near  lor 
our  return  I  have  hardly  patience  to  wait.  God  grant  we  may  all 
meet  again.  Believe  me  your  ailectionate  daughter. 

E— 

P.S.  (by  Robert  Stuart.)  “As  1  see  Ellen  has  told  you  ol  the  suspicions 
in  regard  to  the  death  of  the  Queen  ol  Sardinia  &  most  letters  are 
opened  and  read  at  the  Post  office  for  fear  of  any  trouble  1  have  made 
her  erase  the  name— 

Yours  truly  R— 

1  Letter  from  Ellen  Cairns  Stuart  to  her  father,  William  Cairns. 


My  dear  Baker 


Washington 

qth  Be  by.,  1855. 


1  enclose  you  two  impressions  of  the  seal  you  ask  for.  Undoubtedly 
what  you  propose  to  do,  will  give  Mary  the  legal  right  to  the  articles, 
in  the  event  of  your  decease  before  her. 

I  cannot  express  to  you  Dear  Baker,1 2  the  sorrow  and  regret  1  felt, 
as  well  at  the  sudden  death  of  your  Bather,  as  at  your  unfortunate 
absence,  particularly  since  you  went  so  almost  exclusively  on  my 
account.  I  cannot  forgive  myself  for  allowing  any  more  pecuniary 
interests  of  mine  to  have  interposed  to  subject  you  to  such  an  aggra¬ 
vation  of  the  grief  you  were  called  to  suffer,  so  deep  and  painf  ul  to 
you,  under  any  circumstances. 

Kiss  the  dear  little  children  for  me  and 


Believe  me  ever 

Afl  tly.  yours, 
D.S.- 


1  Looc  Baker,  father  of  William  C.  Baker  died  at  i<j  Bond  Street,  New  York  City 
December  4.  1854.  William  Baker  had  brought  Mary  &  her  baby  home  from  Texas. 

2  D.S.— David  Stuart,  living  in  Washington  as  representative  in  Congress  of  the 
1st  District  of  Michigan. 
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Detroit,  Feb.  lyth,  1855 


Dear  Son— 

I  have  pel  Mary  the  Bal.  of  ihe  A/c  between  her  and  me  $880.43, 
which  closes  a ll  between  her,  8c  our  dear  Doctor  8c  me— I  have 
handed  to  her  $250  from  Chittenden— $1*00  from  LcRoy— $100  from 
Lynn  8c  Campbell— 

Peters  has  not  yet  pd  his  Rent— I  have  rented  the  two  P— house 
$1250  per  An.  to  1 1  ills  8c  Davis- 

Early  in  March  link  of  Mich,  are  to  make  their  dividend  of  Stock 
—Oh,  how  I  shall  miss  that  Bank  8c  Adams1— 

When  1  took  my  Kate,"  the  agreement  between  you  8c  me  was— 
You  must  never  know  when  she  was  ill  Rcc  8cc— Only  the  bright 
should  be  yours— l  find  that  Mary,  (who  did  not  know  of  this  under¬ 
standing)  has  written  that  she  was  ill— She  is  very  little  better  to  day 
(120th)  nothing  definite— Dr  thinks  it  “a  derangement  of  the  Liver” 
—She  had  a  comfortable  night  8c  played  this  morning,  but  still  I  con¬ 
sider  her  a  very  sick  child— She  is  sweet,  8c  uncommonly  smart,  not 
too  much  so  for  Heaven— We  have  all  been  so  disciplined,  that  1 
hope  we  know  experimentally,  for  her  to  die  is  joyous— is  gain— to 
our  selfish  hearts  grievous— 

My  kind  regards  to  Miss  Coxe  8:  Mrs  Pemberton— I  know  their 
alfect innate  hearts  will  be  pained  to  hear  of  the  “Light  of  the 
1  louse”3  being  doomed— 

Love  to  my  dear  children— T  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  ever  be 
able  to  write  them  again— 

With  much  love  to  you,  ever  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


1  The  Bank  of  Michigan,  incorporated  in  183(1,  was  reorganized  by  a  Corporation 
which  bought  up  iis  stock  in  18)5.  C.  A.  Trowbridge  was  elected  President,  and  A.  II. 
Adams  was  Cashier.  When  its  charter  expired  in  1855  the  capital  stock  with  a  dividend 
of  13%  was  divided  among  its  shareholders. 

-  Baby  Kate  Baker,  whom  her  grandmother  had  taken  on  the  death  of  her  mother, 
Kate  Stuart  Baker. 

Little  L.ooe  Baker,  who  had  been  ill  since  the  previous  autumn  with  inflammatory 
rheumatism. 
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Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  March  end,  1855 


I  am  delighted  to  be  released  Iroin  all  responsibility,  truly  from 
idleness— and  this  is  my  only  apology,  for  not  keeping  you  more 
accurately  or  punctually  acquainted  with  business  matters— as  things 
occin,  I  say,  Mary  is  writing,  &  I  will  get  her  to  write  this  or  that— 


I  foi  get  it,  and  bat  k  it  comes  upon  me  Irom  Morristown  in  the  shape 
of  questions  1  ci  haps  1  am  now  reiterating  what  you  know — 

I  am  truly  glad  to  tell  you  that  our  precious  Kate  seems  entirely 
lecoveied— she  is  joyous,  has  an  excellent  appetite,  rides  out  every 
day  k  sleeps  calmly  k  soundly—  1  he  others  are  quite  restored,  poor 
Kavinia  mends  slowly— she  leels  exceedingly  weak — 

Otn  winter  has  been  long  k  severe  k  gloomy,  and  only  that  we 
know,  that  a  change  to  a  milder  time  must  come,  we  should  feel  a 
lutlc  gloomy,  for  the  weather  is  still  too  cold  to  walk  with  comfort, 
k  stoimed  through  the  night  and  a  Lowering  morning  breaks  upon 
us,  with  a  new  coate  of  snow,  k  threatening  a  heavy  storm — 

I  feel  exceedingly  anxious  about  poor  Sarah  k  her  little  children 
I  shall  ne\ er  cease  to  regret  not  urging  her  to  come  with  us,  but 
I  was  afraid— Three  days  in  succession  we  have  had  lues  built  all 
day— k  the  wing  ready  to  rccieve  her,  now  we  cease  to  expect  until 
we  see  her-May  I  beg  the  favor  of  you,  to  give  my  love  to  her  k  her 
lamily— I  have  not  answered  her  letter  because  1  thought  it  would 
pass  her  on  the  way— 

l  lease  give  my  love  to  your  Mother  k  tell  her  that  Maria  may  be 
in  N.York  earlier  than  I  intended,  it  was  to  have  been  in  April— but 
Lavinia  is  possessed  with  the  idea  that  she  never  will  get  well  in 
this  climate,  so  her  father  has  written  her  to  come  home  by  the  fust 
opportunity-When  she  goes,  I  shall  send  Maria  with  her,  to  help 
her  on  the  journey  with  Fanny-Mrs  Fish  cannot  do  better  than  to 
take  Maria— She  is  very  handy  with  her  needle  and  knows  how  to  be 
a  Inst  rate  Lady  s  Ala’ul — having  no  ladies  to  wail  on  hen’,  her  talent 
has  not  been  elicited— She  is  certainly  above  common  Servants— 
Please  remember  me  kindly  to  Miss  Coxe  k  Mrs  P-1  think  almost 
continuously  of  our  blessed  Lamb  Looly— I  am  anxious  for  April, 
hoping  it  may  see  11s  united  somewhere— Now,  we  are  hoping  to  get 
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sonic  where  on  Long  Island,  near  the  Sea  Shore,  where  he  can  have 
the  benefit  of  Sea  Air  Sc  Bathing— My  love  to  my  dear  children,  as 
soon  as  I  can  I  will  write  to  each  of  them— 

Give  my  love  to  Mrs  Stites  Sc  family— Stevens— &  Condit— they 
loved  Kate  fv  for  it,  I  love  them— 

Mr  Ledyard  is  nominated  for  Mayor— I  trust  they  will  elect  him, 
but  it  is  a  disgrace  to  our  country  that  the  Press  is  destroying  every 
inducement  to  young  Men,  to  strive  for  character— After  a  Man  has 
gained  a  high  &  honorable  position,  one  Election  can  cast  such  dis¬ 
honoring  hints  upon  him— that  the  earning  of  40  years  is  all  pro¬ 
strated  in  a  few  days— 

The  children  are  all  at  the  pitch  of  their  voice— I  can  not  write 
any  more— 

Yesterday  Mr  B.  Morris  spoke  to  me  on  the  Street,  enquired  par¬ 
ticularly  after  you  Sc  yours— All  unite  me  in  affectionate  remember- 
ancc  to  you— 

1  cannot  but  be  sorry  that  you  are  parting  with  Peter— l  ie  is  one 
of  your  own  teaching— well  taught,  has  less  objectionable  than  any 
you  will  find— but  if  you  have  nothing  more  to  trouble  you,  we 
should  be  truly  thankful— Your  house  will  be  delightfully  pleasant, 
should  your  plans  be  carried  out— Allow  me  to  suggest  one  thing— 
have  doors  with  Locks  R:  keys,  under  the  set  of  shelves,  on  which  your 
crockery  stands— so  that  you  can  Lock  a  Bbl  of  Flour,  or  Bbl  of 
Sugar— or  Buck-wheal  Meal— I  believe  the  distance  from  the  floor 
to  the  lowest  shelf  is  sufficiently  high  for  a  Bbl— 

With  much  love, 

Ever  yours, 

E.E.S. 


Detroit,  March  20th,  1855 

Dear  Son— 

I  have  seemed  so  shamefully  negligent  in  writing  that  I  am  sur¬ 
prized  at  your  kindness  in  writing  to  me— I  cannot  tell  why,  but 
I  never  felt  writing  such  a  severe  task  as  I  have  in  the  last  six  Months 
—My  health  is  excellent,  yet  my  nerves  are  so  weak  that  1  feel  in- 
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capable  of  doing  any  thing— You  see  by  my  un  iting  how  my  hand 
trembles,  R:  the  head  &  heart  keep  pace  with  it— 

For  the  fourth  time,  we  opened  Dave’s  house,  for  him,  &  prepared 
supper,  &  he  did  not  arrive  until  near  1  Oclock  P.M.— in  a  severe 
Rain  &  Wind  Storm— they  seemed  rejoiced  to  get  home,  and  he  quite 
satisfied  with  his  humble  home— 

Cenl.  Cass  got  home  in  time  to  see  Mr  Ledyard  inaugurated 
Mayor  of  our  City,  which  is  good  lor  us  all — he  got  some  scourging 
in  the  papers,  but  not  more  than  was  to  be  expected— 

I  have  had  rather  an  agitating  fortnight— Mary  of  course  has  told 
you,  or  will  tell  you,  all  about  it— None,  however,  behaved  as  badly 
as  Peter,  whose  conduct  has  surprized  me— 1  thought  him  among  the 
most  faithful,  honest  men  1  have  ever  seen— truly  Catholicism  is  the 
Father  of  all  abominations— 

Oh,  I  cannot  tell  you  how  the  suffering  of  our  precious  Lamb 
makes  my  heartache— Is  it  confined  to  only  one  Limb?  or  is  the  whole 
body  a  fleeted.-'  Have  you  seen  Dr  Parker?  Do  bring  him  to  Morris¬ 
town  to  examine  him— Mr  Led  yard’s  was  for  a  long  t  i  me  pronounced 
inflamatory  Rheumatism— &  so  Major  Williams’  son— by  searching 
it  out  in  time,  he  may  be  speedily  cured,  if  it  is  hip  disease— a  pint 
of  Milk  boiled,  with  a  quarter  II).  Sulphur  turned,  by  pulling  a  wine 
Class  (wine)  or  Vinegar  in,  as  soon  as  it  comes  to  a  boil,  strain  the 
whey  from  it,  and  let  him  drink  a  half  wine  glass  f  ull  every  morn¬ 
ing  for  three  mornings  in  succession,  stop  three  mornings,  and 
resume  again  half  glass  every  morning  in  succession,  &  so  on, 
until  all  be  taken,  has  produced  most  wonderful  cures  ol  inflamatory 
Rheumatism— 

It  was  in  accordance  with  Dr  Stuart’s  advice  we  were  making 
arrangements  to  go  to  the  Sea  Shore  with  our  suffering  Lamb— We 
have  given  all  up  and  wish  you  to  decide  for  us— Had  we  the  faith 
of  our  dear  little  girl,  we  would  not  undertake  to  decide  for  our¬ 
selves,  in  so  important  a  case— should  we  go  to  Morristown,  l lint  need 
not  interfere  with  the  building— As  regards  myself,  I  am  no  part  of 
the  consideration,  but  Looly  should  be  kept  as  long  as  possible  from 
the  Morristown  climate— 

I  am  glad  that  you  have  a  protestant  Swiss,  they  have  a  good  name 
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—  Had  Servants  are  the  torment  of  Life— they  destroy  our  peace  of 
mind— 1  am  now  hiring  by  the  day  as  I  may  want  the  work  done— 

My  blessed  promising  Eliza’s  little  Apron  shall  be  put  with  Grand 
Ma’s  treasures— dear  Miss  Cox  &  Mrs  P— are  about  a  great  work,  & 
God  will  reward  their  faithfulness— 

Will  you  give  Mary  a  Dollar  for  her  beautiful  letter,  my  blessed 
Eliza  for  her  little  Apron  and  her  prettily  printed  verse  to  Aunt 
Mary— one  to  dear  Bessie  to  hire  her  to  do  as  her  sister  Mary  did— 
&  one  to  my  sullering  Looly  to  buy  a  horse  or  top  or  whip— my  heat  1 
aches  for  him— Chg  to  me— 

Our  little  Kate  is  once  more  in  line  health— she  is  the  most  inter¬ 
esting  sweet  little  creature  you  ever  saw— 

Mary  is  writing  &  from  her  you  will  get  particulars  of  every  thing 
—I  really  am  not  able  to  write— 

Kind  regards,  if  you  please,  to  Miss  Coxe  &  Mrs  P— &  thanks  &  love 
to  my  dear  little  Eliza— 

With  much  love  to  you,  from 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Williamsburg1  March  y .j th/55 

Dear  Mr.  Baker, 

I  should  have  replied  to  your  kind  note  on  Tuesday,— Wednes¬ 
day— when  1  wrote  to  Bessie,  had  1  felt  able  to  do  so— but,  I  was  just 
out  of  my  bed,  &  could  only  sit  at  my  table  long  enough  to  “scratch 
oil”  hurriedly  those  few  lines. 

1  have  most  truly  been  “unlucky”  this  winter,  and  sometimes  fear 
the  fates  are  never  going  to  smile  upon  me  again.  This  miserable 
lever  seems  determined  to  retain  a  secret  hold  upon  me,  and  is  too 
ready  to  break  forth  whenever  I  “overdo"  as  the  old  ladies  say.  As 
1  reached  home  on  Friday  last,  I  deemed  myself  sufficiently  rested 
to  go  to  the  city  on  Monday  to  see  Mrs.  Clark.  Unfortunately  1  was 
induced  to  walk  some ,  Sc  in  the  evening  1  was  violently  attacked,  & 
the  next  day,  obliged  to  send  for  the  physician.  Do  you  not  think 
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I  get  along  bravely?  By  the  by,  I  thought  1  passed  you  in  Broadway 
on  Monday!  Was  1  right? 

Were  1  in  Detroit,  1  should  certainly  take  pains  to  see  Dave,  about 
his  trunk:  Now,  I  must  depend  upon  chance  to  find  out,  unless  you 
tell  me.  Did  he  find  it  at  all?  If  so,  1  am  indeed  glad,  for  1  presume 
its  non-appearance  in  Washington  troubled  me  quite  as  much  as  it 
did  Dave— inasmuch  as  1  had  sent  it.  Where  was  it?  In  the  Express 
ollice?  I  feel  some  curiosity  to  know  how  the  search  ended. 

Love  to  your  children,  R:  kind  wishes  for  yourself  from 

Yrs.  truly 

Lavinia 

1  Staten  Island,  New  York. 


Detroit,  March  28,  1855 

Dear  Son— 

1  am  really  restlessly  anxious  to  see  our  precious  Looly— then  one 
alter  an  other  come  bclore  me  til  I  wish  it  were  so  that  all  could 
come— Yet  1  well  know  that  it  is  far  better  for  them  to  be  with  Mrs 
Pemberton  R:  Miss  Coxe— Last  bill  Mrs  P— became  restless  to  visit 
her  friends  in  Albany,  I  am  fearing  that  she  will  again  become  so 
this  Spring— should  she,  Perhaps  she  may  be  pul  oil  with  1  he  promise 
of  vacation  in  July  or  Aug.  it  is  then  Miss  Coxe  lakes  hers— 1  can  not 
oiler  to  come  as  1  louse  Keeper,  for  if  ever  I  were  able,  I  have  lost  the 
ability,  but  I  can  come  R:  keep  the  children  together,  R:  watch  their 
health  R:  interest— Once  more  we  have  the  promise  of  a  peaceful, 
good  set  ol  servants— Mary  has  written  you  of  our  trouble— I  am  sorry 
lor  her  own  sake  that  Maria  did  not  hold  out  to  the  end— As  Nurse 
to  our  little  Lamb— None  could  have  done  better,  for  it  I  would 
have  unhesitatingly  have  given  her  a  high  recommendation— When 
I  asked  her  that  day  to  wash  the  parlor  Dishes,  I  expected  to  be  Nurse 
—for  such  a  trillc,  being  the  first  of  the  kind  since  she  lived  with  me, 
1  would  not  have  dismissed  her,  but  the  example  to  the  other  Ser¬ 
vants  was  dangerous— 

All  are  well,  carpets  are  up,  preparatory  to  putting  down  “them 
new  ones”— So  you  see,  when  we  get  old,  others  guide  us  R:  make  us 
go  whither  we  'would  not— 
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All  send  to  Mary,  Bessie,  Eliza  much  love  &  thanks  for  their  Kind 
attention— Soon  I  hope  to  write  to  my  blessed  Eliza— the  love  k  sym¬ 
pathy  of  all  lor  our  dear,  suffering  Boy, 

With  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  1  am 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Please  give  my  best  love  to  Mrs  P— &  Miss  Coxe— k  our  other  dear 
Iricnds— Sarah  k  hers  are  all  well— her  nose  better— 


Detroit,  April  i  ith,  1855 

Dear  Son— 

I  am  alraid  that  you  will  say,  and  with  some  cause,  “like  Mother, 
like  Son” — 

When  1  reed  your  last  valued  welcome  letter,  I  determined  to  sit 
down  immediately  &  write,  before  I  could  begin,  interruptions  came 
thick  k  fast,  &  each  day  being  laden  in  like  manner,  I  pitched  Pen, 
ink  k  paper  away  until  I  shall  be  rid  of  Painters,  White  Washers, 
Carj)et  Mahers!!  kc,  when  I  would  commence  writing— Now,  I  only 
write  on  business— 

Please  write  immediately  on  rect  of  this  either  to  G.F.P.  or  me, 
as  you  please—/  am  Bankrupt— Today  my  Bank  Book  comes  in  for 
the  quarter— 1  have  over  drawn  my  A/c  $40.54!!!  and  my  Carpets 
were  cash  purchase,  to  be  pd.  for. 

All  are  well— Mary  wrote  you  a  long  letter  this  morning— Tell  my 
beloved  children  Grand  Mother  hopes  some  time  to  be  able  to  write 
to  them— 

Please  remember  me  with  much  affection  to  Miss  Cox  and  Mrs 
P— tell  the  former,  I  think  those  patterns  very  pretty  k  suitable  for 
the  children— as  soon  as  I  can,  I  will  write  her— 

An  Assessment  (Copper  Stock)  is  levied  on  me,  1  st  May,  $216.!!! 

With  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  ever  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 


E.E.S. 
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Detroit,  April  12,  i8kp; 

Dear  Son- 

I  rejoice  in  having  a  day,  when  I  feel  able  to  write,  not  but  that 
I  am  in  perfect  bodily  health,  but  having  to  figure  in  every  depart¬ 
ment,  and  totally  inefficient  for  even  one >  has  really  incapacitated 
me  lor  any  &  every  thing— I  have  taken  my  seat  in  perfect  listlessness, 
feeling  as  if  I  should  never  again  be  able  to  connect  my  thoughts, 
sufficiently  to  put  them  on  paper— To  day  we  hope  to  get  rid  of 
Painters,  by  Saturday  we  hope  White  Washers  &c  will  be  through, 
and  Carpets  down— Our  Man  is  ill  in  Bed  wtih  Fever,  but  I  hope 
will  soon  be  about— 

I  believe  this  is  my  first  since  rect  of  your  kind  favor  of  24th  ins. 
which  was  read  with  melancholy  pleasure— Our  dear  precious  Looly 
was  “better  and  playing  about  the  house”,  but  since  that,  been  very 
ill— We  are  now  unhappy  about  him,  fearing  that  you  have  the  same 
piercing  cold  weather  that  we  have,  which  must  cost  him  much 
suffering— How  thankful  I  shall  be  to  get  him  safely  here— I  know 
that  he  is  as  well,  if  not  better,  taken  care  of  there,  than  he  can  be 
here,  yet  I  want  him  to  be  with  11s— I  hope  much  from  change  of 
air,  See— 

Mary  is  pressing  every  nerve  to  leave  here  by  the  26th  with  Robert 
—Please  ask  Mrs  Pemberton  to  send  every  thing  of  Looly’s  that  we 
may  know  how  to  arrange  for  the  Summer  &:c— 

Is  it  a  violation  of  delicacy  to  say,  that  we  would  be  very  happy 
to  hear  you  read  as  much  of  your  father’s  sacred  Biography  of  your 
Mother1  as  you  saw  fit,  from  information— Not  from  you,  but  others 
that  knew  her  well— She  has  long  been  written  in  my  heart,  as  one 
of  the  Excellent  of  the  Earth— Your  father’s  devotedness  to  her  mem¬ 
ory  speaks— It  truly  is  a  singular  coincidence,  that  she  &  our  dear  K 
—should  have  been  born  on  the  same  day  of  the  month,  and  beyond 
a  doubt  are  now  among  the  glorified  throng,  that  honored  Christ 
011  Earth— Her  verses  are  sweet,  touching  and  solemnly  speak  to  us 
all;  Son,  few  have  such  consolation  as  we,  it  is  not  because  they  are 
ours  8c  dead,  that  we  number  them  among  the  Blessed,  But  in  their 
lives,  all  who  knew  them  bore  testimony,  that  they  were  taught  of 
Jesus,  and  this  is  the  foundation  of  our  hope  for  them— And  may  we, 
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i 1 1 1  the  humble  spirit  ol  her  verse,  bow  in  like  submission  to  God’s 
holy  will,  knowing  that  as  a  Father  pittieth  his  child,  so  the  Lord 
pitlieth  all  who  fear  him,  our  trembling  hopes  hang  around  our 
booly,  but  dear  Son,  let  us  try  to  be  prepared,  8c  u'illing  to  recieve 
just  what  infinite  wisdom  will  send  us— 

1  he  engraving  is  a  most  beautiful  picture,  yet  1  do  not  like  the 
expression  as  well  as  the  Daguerre— You  have  been  at  great  expense 
Kj  trouble  in  having  them  struck— if  the  dead  were  permitted  to  view 
our  actions,  our  precious  one  wotdd  know,  how  she  was  entwined 
around  your  heart— 

You  ask  M— how  I  like  your  will— 1  should  be  as  hard  as  the  nether 
Millstone,  did  1  not  like  it,  it  is  the  clearest  manifestation  ol  your 
entire  confidence,  and  greatest  compliment  you  could  have  paid 
Kate— and  all  connected  with  her— May  God  bless  you  &  guide  you, 
&:  so  govern  all  events,  that  you  will  here  on  Earth  reap  the  happiness 
and  peace,  which  /  think  you  so  richly  merit— May  wisdom  be  given 
to  all ,  to  do  all  things  with  an  eye  to  his  glory,  as  well  as  to  our  own 
interest  &:  happiness— 

Our  best  love  to  you  R:  the  dear  children— &  kindest  regards  to 
Miss  Coxe  8c  Mrs  P— 8c  love  to  all  our  friends 

With  love  to  you  &:  daily  prayer  that  God  will  comfort  you  in  all 
trials,  believe  me  your 

A  (feet  io nate  M  other, 

E.E.S. 

1  la  Eliza  Wardcll  Baker  published  the  “Letters  of  Looc  and  Eliza  Baker  from 
1 801-18.*  i  Edited  and  copied  by  Looc  Baker,  Esqr.”  Kate  Stuart  Lowry  later  deposited 
the  original  Mss.  in  the  Princeton  University  Library. 


Florence 
April  15,  1855. 

Dear  Father:1 

I  am  still  unable  to  inform  you  of  any  decided  movements  regard¬ 
ing  the  sailing  of  our  “flag  man  of  war”,  although  the  general  opin¬ 
ion  now  is,  that  having  been  detained  already  long  beyond  her  usual 
time,  she  will  not  start  “homeward  bound”  until  the  arrival  of  the 


I  ft  \  ^  i  T  V\  MIT?. 


;  fK'i '  :tidu<»  /Mu  .  >il  Jo  jititjz  ol« » (miff  jr1  \  ihiv/ 

hioJ  v<!  «»/  Mi/b  <*i if  •f  jrlh.'l  i  u.  ti;elf  wxri  ,Iliv/  yfoif 

m  >  !>  mom  ^i,  rl  jqor(  jjiiidn  ii  x i >«  ,miil  »i  >1  oilv/  II;;  ilniJ  iij 

‘  /  rin  oi  ;  \\%  ,l>>  u><  , :  j  d  ol  V  1  "U  J*»l  .nori  Hid  .yloo  l 

i  v.  il  //  molM vi  TmiiUii  tftdv/  J<m[ 
!  !  ioi.  )i  [  i->y  1 1  r>L<  >j  »;  >»i<  *rf  jjtoui  j.  *i  jjriivci^fio  yflT 

i  .•  '  f  j , v  f,.  nu  l  'j/i  i  in  {  .mi.  ,  d  11  2i;  (taw  x  uoi  Yo/q/j 

*  <  iu  Tjq  o’fjv;  b»  oh  ii  li— ;  n  :«  nodi  j{ti  /ul  ni  ‘jUIijoiJ  £ 

//in»  *  'jilf.  v/oil  ,v/t  bijxov/  on  luoijo  q  mo  ^.uoilDfi  iuo 

-  i  i  .  >i  I  n  joy  br mot r» 

f  j  ju  jilt  ?t.  h :  ilziiad  Iu<  .1  Hi // itio  1 1  woib  1/  \<  u  ii  oY 

'O  r  1 1; )/-  •  I  II  I,  /ilj  j)  i!  iO"  I  !)i  i  ,9<>oJ'Iii  1/j 

u.<  •  / «.» i  b.iiO>  m,(  iuji.iilqmoJ  ,jh>>t  tu.  ,-jJir  itfio'j  on  lie  > 

u  *’/  «j!  1  be  J  yid  i-  t  )i  /Iij /’  b  J'.  iiiiio)  Hi,  bm.  -  oifiyi 
fl  o  i  '  i  u  I  •  ri  .  . 

i  'ti>  'f;  •*  «.•  l !  i  )i  j  '  j  (i*.  iiji>w^/ii ill  He  ob  oi  Utt  oi 

4  jffiqqRil  vi 

<  J  .'[>11  /l  -imlMifo  II  >b  Dili  :■  o/  oi  jyoI  tnO 

t)yol  ■&-  4  t\A  $  uxoO  *ziM 

moy  t>e/i  jvuil  j(J  .slid  ii 

,r  1 1 1<  >  ■  •  dicnoijjjl)/ 

i  ■  '/.ri  *i  I  ,iiiii  •  ’  I’  i  I)  aV  »!,  . ,  •«.  :!  !  >in  i  .i  j  'j^i  ill  * 

r  f'  '  fl.  il/ViuU  n  nOjc.iiM  ■  «»». ■••.!/!  Ii 

:*r  nfift  l  ir.uU 

bin  .ni {bi;‘j*f]  >u  »  u iijs  '  gniv&i  isrlj  ,*i  won  nc-i 


6c)G 


ST  11 A  RT  LETTERS 


rclicL  ship  “Congress”,  which  can  hardly  be  expected  lor  the  next 
two  months.  I  he  men,  although  receiving  nearly  double  pay  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  government  are  dissatisfied  at  being  detained  beyond 
the  lime  for  which  they  shipped— the  officers  are  without  letters, 
having  advised  their  relatives  to  stop  writing;  the  Commodore  has 
remained  stationary  in  Spezia  lor  the  last  two  months  and  a  half, 
each  mail  expecting  his  orders  to  return,  and  now  in  despair  has 
hoisted  his  flag  in  Leghorn,  a  ride  of  three  hours  from  this  place  by 
railroad. 

II,  Father,  we  are  detained  several  months  longer  we  will  not  have 
sufficient  funds  for  our  passage  home.  I  asked  for  a  year’s  advance 
from  the  fust  of  March,  calculating  that  1  would  have  the  full 
amount  to  return  with,  but  now  a  month  and  a  hall  have  already 
passed,  and  here  we  are  each  day  encroaching  on  our  funds  deposited 
in  the  bank.  Should  we  be  detained  several  months  longer,  or  two 
months,  it  would  be  impossible  for  us  to  return  on  the  remainder, 
even  admitting  that  we  engage  passage  on  some  common  fruit  vessel, 
which  Hob  and  I  would  much  prefer  doing  to  asking  you  to  again 
advance  the  year’s  pay  from  the  first  of  June,  which  would  be  an 
extra  $250.  But  we  may  be  detained  here  for  three  or  four  months. 
1  know  it  frets  you,  Father,  to  have  me  write  lot  money,  and  1  have 
inquired  of  captains  of  till  sorts  of  vessels,  and  written  to  different 
ports  in  Italy,  to  find  out  the  cheapest  and  not  the  most  comfortable 
way  of  reaching  America.  Still,  month  alter  month,  drawing  from 
one  thousand  dollars,  no  matter  now  meanly  l  travel,  we  cannot  pay 
our  way  home.  Perhaps,  Father,  you  think  it  extravagant  for  Bob  to 
cross  the  ocean  with  me,  but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  travel  through 
France  alone,  and  for  him  to  accompany  me  to  I  lavre,  or  even  Paris, 
and  then  return  to  join  the  “Cumberland”  in  Italy,  would  be  mot  e 
expensive. 

1  cannot  tell  you,  dear  Father,  how  it  worries  me  to  write  to  you 
about  money.  It  is  in  truth  my  only  trouble,  indeed  1  often  wish 
that  you  and  Mother  could  lead  the  happy,  free  from  care,  merry 
life  that  I  do. 

During  the  last  week,  many  of  the  officers  have  been  visiting 
Florence,  and  I  have  been  kept  in  a  constant  state  of  excitement 
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witnessing  the  religious  ceremonies  belonging  to  I  Ioly  Week,  such 
as  the  Grand  Duke  washing  the  beggars  feet.  We  crossed  over  to  the 
Palace  at  nine  A.M.  but  even  at  that  early  hour  so  great  was  the 
crowd  that  had  it  not  been  lor  the  American  uniform,  which  is  par¬ 
ticularly  respected  here,  and  always  entitled  to  a  “poste  distingue” 
we  should  have  been  unsuccessful  in  our  attempts  to  enter  the  Pal¬ 
ace.  1  never  was  in  such  a  crowd,  several  ladies  fainted,  and  once 
when  I  was  fairly  lilted  off  my  feet,  1  certainly  thought  1  should  be 
crushed. 

We  were  conducted  into  an  enormous  salon  where  two  tables  were 
spread  with  all  the  delicacies  of  the  season,  each  table  with  twelve 
plates.  Soon  twelve  women  dressed  in  black,  and  each  escorted  by 
two  servants  in  livery  were  seated  at  the  table  where  the  Duchess  was 
to  preside.  Then  twelve  men,  dressed  as  priests  were  seated  at  the 
other  table.  Then  came  the  soldiers  and  noble  guards  followed  by 
all  the  Court.  A  servant  then  removed  the  shoe  and  stocking  from 
one  ol  the  beggars,  another  held  a  silver  basin  of  water,  a  third 
carried  an  elegant  napkin  fringed  with  gold  while  the  Duke  knelt, 
sprinkled  some  water  over  the  foot,  kissed  it.  and  passed  on  to  the 
next,  lie  then  placed  around  the  neck  of  each  a  black  ribbon  with 
a  dollar  attached.  The  Duchess  performed  the  same  ceremony  at  her 
table. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Royal  Family  walked,  all  dressed  in  deep 
mourning,  to  place  the  body  of  Jesus  in  the  tomb.  All  the  bells  were 
tied,  and  it  was  not  considered  respectable  on  this  day  to  be  seen  in 
a  carriage. 

On  the  following  day  the  Spirit  of  the  Holy  Ghost  was  made  to 
fly  out  of  the  Church  window,  in  the  shape  of  a  dove.  A  tower,  said 
to  be  two  thousand  years  old  is  opposite  the  Church.  At  twelve 
o'clock,  all  the  bells  were  untied  and  rung  and  this  was  the  signal 
for  our  Lord  to  appear,  which  came  whirling  out  of  the  Church 
window,  touched  the  tower,  which  exploded  in  the  shape  of  all  sorts 
of  fireworks  and  rushed  back  to  the  Church. 

The  following  day,  Easter  Sunday,  the  Court  attended  high  mass 
in  full  dress,  trains,  diamonds,  etc. 

I  have  given  you,  Father,  but  a  hasty  account  of  the  above,  wishing 
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to  have  room  left  to  tell  you  of  a  handsome  dinner  given  by  Mr. 
Maguay  to  my  husband.  We  were  invited  to  dine  at  half  past  seven, 
and  calculated  to  leave  at  an  early  hour.  But  we  did  not  leave  the 
table  until  ten,  and  then  to  our  surprise  found  the  drawing  room 
lull  of  invited  guests  and  as  they  were  invited  out  of  compliment  to 
us,  we  were  obliged  to  remain.  Mr.  Thomas,  the  celebrated  harpist 


was  there,  L  de  Meyer  and  many  line  singers  so  that  with  dancing 
the  night  passed  swiltly.  We  had  a  sumptuous  dinner  served  in 
splendid  style. 

Then  we  were  invited,  in  company  with  a  few  officers,  to  dine 
with  an  American  family,  beside  two  other  dinners  “en  famille”  so 
you  see  Father,  during  the  last  week  while  Bob  was  here,  we  were 
fully  occupied. 

Fast  Monday,  a  couple  of  Italian  gentlemen  passed  the  evening 
with  us,  both  fine  singers  but  not  speaking  one  word  of  English. 
How  constantly  I  wished  Mother  was  by  my  side.  1  know  she  would 
have  been  delighted.  They  sang  some  comic  songs,  and  acted  them 
with  such  spirit,  that  1  wished  and  wished  constantly  lor  her. 

In  a  few  days  the  Commodore’s  daughter  with  her  husband  start 


lor  America.  As  the  orders  lor  the  return  ol  the  Irigate  do  not  arrive, 
the  Commodore  was  apprehensive  of  an  increase  on  board,  and 
thought  it  safest  to  give  his  son-in-law  leave  of  absence  to  return 
home.  The  Saranac  sails  tomorrow  for  Naples  and  Funis,  the  Cum¬ 
berland  in  a  few  days  stalls  for  Elba,  and  then  probably  will  return 
to  Spezia  to  wait  another  six  weeks  for  the  mail. 

My  little  ones  are  all  well.  1  low  strange  it  appears  that  I  have  one 
over  two  years  old  that  you  have  never  seen.  My  little  Willie  Caii  ns 
still  continues  the  beauty,  although  I  have  cut  oil'  his  long  curls. 
Virginia  says  it  will  be  so  funny  for  her  to  talk  Italian  to  you  and 
you  will  not  understand.  I  am  like  Willis.  I  do  not  see  any  children 
better  than  my  own,  nor  do  I  envy  any  woman  her  husband.  Every 
day  I  receive  a  little  note  from  Bob  with  fresh  assurance  ol  his  un¬ 
shaken  love  for  me. 

I  do  not  wish  to  dwell  on  the  future.  A  sudden  chill  occasionally 
passes  over  me  when  1  remember  that  my  trials  and  sorrows  are  yet 
to  come,  but  our  merciful  Father  never  sends  more  than  we  can 
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bear.  How  happy  I  shall  be,  my  loved  parents,  to  see  you  again. 
What  pleasure  to  tell  you  long  stories  of  your  daughter’s  foreign 
home. 

I  hope  the  contents  of  this  letter  will  not  fret  you,  Father.  I  am 
not  extravagant,  but  1  have  a  large  family  and  they  must  be  clothed 
and  fed.  1  wish  to  start  from  this  place  with  a  thousand  dollars.  Wc 
may  be  detained  by  sickness,  or  some  unforscen  event  and  need  a 
spare  dollar.  We  are  both  willing  to  travel  the  cheapest  way  possible. 

Please  answer  this,  Father,  by  return  mail,  and  don’t  mention  the 
contents  to  Willis  or  Jessie. 

With  love  to  them  both  and  Mother,  believe  me, 

Affectionately,  your  daughter, 

Ellen  E.  Stuart. 

1  William  Cairns. 


Detroit,  April  19,  1855. 

Dear  Son— 

We  have  just  reed,  your  sad,  sad  letters— Altho  Mary  is  sick  in  Fed, 
yet  her  medicines  &:  her  starving  have  all  had  an  admirable  effect : 
so  that  we  hope  that  by  the  Morrow  she  will  be  sufficiently  recruited 
to  be  up  &  dressed.  Tomorrow,  we  hope  to  go  to  the  Cemetery  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  last  resting  place  of  our  loved  precious 
dead!1  Leaving  Mr  Dulfield  &  David  to  do  all  that  will  be  necessary 
— &  God  willing— will  leave  here  next  Wednesday  Morning,  26th, 
ins. 

With  love  &  heart  felt  sympathy, 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

Time,  oh,  how  short— Let  the  assurance  that  all  will  work  together 
for  your  good  be  your  consolation— You  have  none  other 

E- 

1  I  I  1C  bodies  of  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner  and  his  daughter,  Kate  Stuart  Turner, 
were  brought  from  Texas  to  be  buried  in  the  Stuart  family  lot  in  Klmwood  Cemetery, 
Detroit. 
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Rome 

Dear  Mother:1  M;»y  a  ' ,  > 855 

I  leie  I  am  teally  at  Rome,  although  how  I  reached  here  is  almost 
a  mystery  to  myself.I  have  been  so  very  ill,  and  now  from  debility 
am  still  unable  to  walk,  but  Bob  seeing  my  anxiety  to  come,  as  usual 
giatificd  me,  and  he  has  been  so  patient  and  kind,  carrying  me  in 
his  arms  from  carriage  to  steamer,  and  lrom  steamer  to  cars,  and 
upstairs  and  down  until  my  conscience  really  accuses  me  of  selfish¬ 
ness  in  imposing  on  him. 

\ cstci day  we  visited  ancient  Rome.  You  see  part  ol  the  ruins  of 
the  old  forum  above.  You  must  remember,  dear  Mother,  here  are 
the  ruins  ol  past  splendors,  hundreds  and  hundreds  ol  years  before 
Chiist  was  on  the  earth.  We  saw  the  gloomy  prison  where  St.  Peter 
and  Paul  were  imprisoned,  and  walked  on  the  road  where  Jesus 
met  St.  1  etei  aftei  the  angel  liberated  him,  and  saw  the  impress  ol 
Christ’s  feet  which  were  left  on  the  stones  where  he  stood.  We  saw 
the  Pantheon,  the  splendid  Coliseum,  said  to  have  afforded  room 
for  87000  spectators,  the  house  of  Pontius  Pilate,  the  Catacombs 
which  extend  entirely  under  Rome  and  where  it  is  asserted  170000 
Christians  were  buried.  We  saw  the  Vatican,  or  palace  of  the  Pope 
also,  but  he  unfortunately  is  out  of  town.  I  brought  a  black  suit  with 
me,  expressly  to  be  presented,  but  cannot  wait  for  his  return. 

\Ye  saw  the  celebrated  Church  of  St.  Peter’s  which  is  beyond  my 
feeble  descriptive  powers.  In  the  center  of  the  Church  is  the  tomb 
ol  St. Peter,  surrounded  with  a  balustrade,  on  which  arc  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  lorty-two  silver  lamps  constantly  burning.  You  go  down  a 
flight  ol  steps  into  the  tomb  in  front  of  which  is  a  magnificent  statue 
ol  Pius  VI,  in  the  act  of  praying.  At  one  end  of  the  Church  is  the 
chair  used  by  St.  Peter,  supported  at  an  immense  height  by  four 
gigantic  figures.  If  a  Pope  should  govern  Rome  for  twenty-five  years, 
he  would  be  placed  in  this  chair  and  proclaimed  holy,  but  none  yet 
have  ever  ruled  for  more  than  twenty-two  or  twenty-three  years, 
f  his  present  Pope  has  about  sixteen  more  to  wait,  little  chance  for 
him! 

We  saw  the  celebrated  bronze  figure  of  St.  Peter  whose  toe  is  -worn 
away  by  kisses  bestowed  on  it  by  pilgrims  and  others.  1  satisfied  my- 
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sell  by  giving  it  a  friendly  pat,  though  even  during  the  few  moments 
I  stood  looking  at  it,  I  saw  about  a  dozen  rub  and  kiss  and  make  a 
prayer  over  the  toe. 

l»ut  1  do  not  intend,  dear  Mother,  to  describe  Rome  to  you  now, 
1  am  too  fatigued  to  sit  up  long.  I  only  wished  to  let  you  know  1  am 
really  here.  I  hope  to  be  home  and  then  if  you  will  have  patience  to 
listen,  1  know  I  can  tell  much  to  interest  you. 

We  leave  Leghorn  on  the  25th  of  this  month,  in  the  ship  “Lilias” 
direct  for  New  York.- 


Some  time  ago  I  wrote  to  Father  for  another  draft.  1  have  left 
orders  when  it  arrives  in  Florence  for  Maguay  to  send  it  to  me  in 
America  as  it  would  only  be  an  extra  expense  to  wait  for  it.  I  left 
money  with  Mr.  Maguay  to  pay  for  the  postage,  so  tell  Father  not 
to  feel  any  anxiety  about  it. 

bob  says  he  does  not  think  the  ship  will  sail  before  the  fifth  or 
sixth  of  next  month,  as  they  never  sail  on  the  days  appointed. 

Excuse  this  miserable  scrawl,  dear  Mother,  It  has  really  been  an 
effort  to  write  it,  as  I  am  so  \  ery  weak. 

Love  to  Father,  Hoping  we  may  all  meet  again  is  the  earnest 

"  Your  affectionate  daughter 

Ellen  Stuart. 


1  Mrs.  William  Cairns. 

-  t  he  hark  Lililias  sailed  from  Leghorn  May  ^7.  1855,  ami  arrived  in  New  York 
July  ~’j,  1855.  with  a  cargo  of  rags. 


Rome,  May  21,1 855. 

My  dear  Mrs.  C.:  — 

Your  dear  baby  never  did  get  anything  right.  Ships  generally 
sail  on  the  day  appointed,  but  as  the  merchants  who  have  chartered 
the  ship  pledged  me  their  honor  the  ship,  before  the  25th,  should 
not  sail,  1  wish  her  to  see  all,  or  as  much  of  Rome  as  her  present 
state  of  health  will  allows.  She  is  all  safe  and  I  guaranty  you  her  safe 
arrival  in  New  York  by  the  20th  of  July. 

Goodbye,  Love  to  all,  my  dear  Mrs.  C.  and  believe  me, 

Ever  yours. 

L  S 
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Oct.  (>,  1  855 

My  beloved  Son— 

Your  favor  ol - 1  rccievcd,  &:  not  feeling  in  writing  trim, 

1  knew  you  would  excuse  me  for  not  writing— Knowing  that  Mary 
wrote  all  the  needful— but  now,  I  am  perfectly  demented— have  put 
my  Blanket  over  my  head,1  Sc  locked  up  every  thing  until  you 
return— 

Among  my  papers  in  fin  Box,  did  you  find,  or  do  you  know  of  a 
Note  ol  1  Ieron’s  to  me— I  always  kept  it  there,  &  know  that  1  left  it 
there,  when  I  left  home  in  April— I  can  not  find  it  any  where— 

Dear  Looly  is  sweetly  improved  every  way,  except  in  that  dreaded 
abcess  which  increases  fast— lie  is  habitually  cheerful,  appetite  excel¬ 
lent,  loves  company  S:  is  always  lighted  up,  to  dancing  of  eyes',  when 
your  letter  is  handed  him,  which  I  hope  may  be  kept  up  each  week— 
Make  each  sister  write  him  occasionally— make  him  feel  that  he  is  of 
great  consequence  to  them— Blessed  child,  today  we  send  forStewart 2 
to  look  at  his  leg,  S:  1  trust  that  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  do  any 
thing  for  him  until  you  are  with  us— 

All  arc  well,  except  my  Nose,  which  I  utterly  despair  of—  Mary 
of  course  keeps  you  posted  up  with  every  thing— I  trust  you  trill  not 
suffer  any  thing  she  has  written  to  operate  against  M  iss  Coxe— 1  think 
Mary  was  mistaken  in  thinking  that  Miss  Coxe  meant  to  enter  a 
complaint  against  her— it  was  only,  I  think,  to  shew  how  careful  we 
should  be  with  children,  that  we  do  not  injure  when  we  meant  to 
benefit  them— Please  give  my  love  to  her  &  Mrs  P— Tell  Miss  C— as 
soon  as  I  can  1  will  write  her— Writing  is  such  a  task  to  me,  that  1 
dread  it  at  all  times— 

My  love  to  my  precious  children,  always  to  your  Mother  &:  Mrs 
Stites  8c  family  &:  Taylors— I  rejoice  that  you  have  Mr  Irwin— 3 
With  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  ever  your 

Affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 


1  Elizabeth  Stuart  had  lived  among  the  Indians  at  Mackinac  S:  was  familiar  with 
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tin  Indian  custom  of  pulling  up  the  blanket  over  the  head  as  evidence  that  ail  hope 
had  been  given  up. 

lb.  Morse  Stewart,  the  family  physician. 

;I  Rev.  Dr.  David  Irving,  who  became  l’astor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Morristown  in  November  1855,  and  remained  there  until  May  1883. 


Detroit,  October  15,  1855 

Dear  Son— 

I  luce  weeks  have  passed  since  rcct.  of  your  kind  &  acceptable 
lavor  of  27th  Sept.— except  my  nose  and  head  I  have  never  been  in 
better  health  than  1  am  at  present,  yet  the  remnant  of  Erysipelas  or 
something  worse  has  left  my  nose  &  head  in  such  an  inflamed  fv  am- 
tated  state,  that  1  cannot  accomplish  any  thing— If  I  attempt  to  read, 
write  or  talk,  I  become  so  nervus  that  it  makes  me  almost  sic  k— some¬ 
times  1  think  it  is  my  thorn  in  the  flesh  ,  to  bring  &  keep  me  in  my 
place— 

1  am  thankful  to  hear  that  our  loved  Bessie  is  better,  dear  little 
fragile  thing,  when  any  thing  ails,  1  fear  immediately  that  it  is  unto 
death— 1  wish  you  would  bring  her  up  with  you— the  travel  &  change 
would  be  very  beneficial— 

No  grate  yet— I  have  bought  the  common  Coal  & :  had  to  pay  $6 

Dooly  cheers  our  hearts— Me  seems  in  as  good  health  as  he  ever 
was,  he  is  happy  &  cheerful,  has  a  very  good  appetite,  always  sits  at 
table,  &  delights  in  his  daily  anticipated  visit  to  the  "Drawing 
Dooms  after  dinner,  where  he  is  until  bed  time— herein,  he  is  all 
Stuart  (i.e.  a  dear  lover  of  company,)  but  that  dreaded  Abcess  is 
progressing,  he  is  entirely  free  from  pain— The  weather  is  so  cold 
that  he  does  not  get  as  much  fresh  air  as  we  could  wish— Mary  took 
him  a  few  days  since  to  the  Cemetery,  he  enjoyed  the  ride  very 
much— 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  about  the  silly  spat  between  Miss  Coxe  & 
Mary,  I  had  hoped  that  a  pleasant  state  of  things  would  be  main¬ 
tained— I  shall  write  her  by  this  mail,  and  would  fain  pour  oil  on  the 
waters,  but  this  Mary  absolutely  forbids— I  would  like  to  know  what 
1  had  to  do  with  the  “spat”— Mary. 


'  \  \  v  \  v  rni-AJ'VA 


t.  'j  •,  n  l  •>  U  n  f  !  -i  «'  *iM  J  ««**•  I  i‘‘l  "  •  "l  ,,u 

.«(:  w'lty  yhrfi».l  nil  ,Ji».nnu<  -  ml  K! ;; 

) a  .  .  U  iijdll  liliJ  „1  »  I'Kl.ltJM./  III  I  Ullrifiol/ 

<  i  i  ‘i  >ooJo()  .lion toH 


— noci  unll 

•  1  h  )  (  J  ,  j.,nu(  n.  /  |.»  loot  o>.«u  fa  esq  o'/. .rl  *X  yytr  vru\  1 

■  >7  ;  )  :u  uiim  oft  nof  i  q  m  fm.  1  m>  ■  j  -oi  iomj-I 

!  i  I-  •.  '1  O  ‘  »•  i  ‘ 

■(in  in  of  i  «ro  a  t  ft,  id  'i/’.i.oi  di  ii  niodj*' ^tiidJ  1  KwiiiJ 
Jjj  f  ,  i  ? I  .5  >tss Iv./ol  Hio  Ji  rf i  ir.oil  uj  lu'Urijjffj  (in;  • 

■j  Ui  , ...  j  i  i.iij  '■/  ri.tr.  qo  to.  ^tiiid  bluov;  »  dv/  l  i!m n 

-It  ioibind  vro7  od  bluovr 

r  j  ,1  I  '  ...  >3  Jill  Jil,.;iiod  oVj:f!  I— J*0( '>:  ;ty  o(/I 

I  /J  ;  .  I  ’  t!  j  j  !,on  rti  fiiioo?  oll-e.  »d  mo  nod.)  y too.! 

n  trU,  ,o';»oqqo  I;  tr.-y  yro7  r,  ?.i  I  .luho  >rb  4  t(qqi.rl  d  oil  ,ww 

•i  «o  I/,  boix  •  iKflt  Jud  (.  ti.iji  ’OJ  lo  r>vo!  n;ob  i;  .o.i)  JiuulE 

I  o  o>»  d  'i  j ■ ' ii !.-;//■  !  -  .;i  q  hkt  ootl  yb-mm  d  od  >io<> iq 

/  to  /  .bit  aril  b  //*»:  ;o  ad  ,vnj  titi  )  odl  ol  oonie  <jyi;b  v/ol  i.  mid 

>,*,:)  n\\f  .  _>  I /ri  >-  M:  >  !:  -rli  rm  u  y  i io^  yl^niltooo;  mi;  I 

-m  •  -tt  .  |»  i<  •  oil .  lo  ;  rl;  lrOC|  !  Ill  Mi  A? 

'  •  j  ■  i  •  <  :  •  ’ 


STUART  LETTERS 


7°1 

May  I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  give  to  Miss  Cox  $2.75  with  which 
to  make  that  unprincipled  woman,  Mrs  Madden,  a  present.  Give 
my  love  to  my  beloved  precious  Mary,  Bessie  &  Eliza,  tell  them  when 
1  leel  able  1  wdl  wiitc  to  them  all — &  that  one  ol  them  must  surely 
write  one  letter  every  week  to  Looly-&:  dear  Eliza  must  be  sure  to 
send  a  Text,  he  will  learn  it— 

1  lease  lemcmbci  me  m  much  love  to  all  my  Morristown  friends. 
With  much  love  to  you,  ever 

Your  obliged,  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Be  so  kind  as  always  to  remember  me  to  your  Mother— I  ask  Eooly 
\\  h.it  I  shall  tv  1  ite  to  1  apa  for  him — he*  says,  1  ell  him  1  am  a  good 
Boy,  I  want  him  to  come  and  see  me  very  much,  &  he  must  bring  me 
something,  some  Sab.  School  Books"- 1  am  afraid  you  will  find  no 
improvement  in  his  mind— he  loves  to  hear  “ Stories ”  and  demands 
it,  but  will  not  submit  loan  examination  that  you  may  know  whether 
he  understands— 


Detroit  Dec.  sjd,  1855 

Dear  Son— 

Mary  being  so  punctual  in  correspondence  leaves  me  nothing  to 
write  ol  but  business. 

All  are  well,  Eooly  so  thoroughly  so,  that  it  almost  frightens  nic¬ 
he  goes  every  where  on  the  same  lloor  and  a  few  days  since  had  the 
temerity  to  mount  from  his  own  room,  up  to  the  third  story!!  where 
the  other  children  had  congregated,  his  appetite  8c  spirits  are  excel¬ 
lent,  and  it  is  the  remark  of  the  whole  house,  that  now,  he  is  all  Boy — 
We  rejoice  with  trembling— We  send  him  out  ev  ery  day,  he  is  carried 
in  the  arms— Mary  has  been  disappointed  today  (Sat.)  in  not  reciev- 
ing  a  letter  from  you— 

I  have  just  recieved  the  Map  from  Wisconsin— Dave’s  suit  was 
gained  8c  the  man  sent  to  St  Prison— Last  night  lie  was  again  Tele- 
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graphed  to  go  to  Chicago  where  he  now  is— Sarah  and  all  hers  are 
well,  Marion1  has  been  a  little  complaining,  but  is  quite  well— 
I  -only  is  playing  beside  me  horsey— I  ask  him  what  I  shall  say  to  you 
for  him— he  says  “tell  him  that  1  am  a  good  boy!— Sc  he  must  come 
back  again  soon— and  Oh  Grand  Ma  ask  him  if  Nutty  is  going  to 
have  more  lit  s’. 

My  love  to  dear  Mary— Bessie— 8:  Eliza— it  would  give  Grand  Ma 
pleasure  to  recieve  a  letter  from  them— 

My  kind  regards  if  you  please  to  Mrs.  Pemberton,  Miss  Coxe, 
Mrs.  T  s  family  &  my  many  friends— with  much  for  yourself  from 
your  Affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 

1  Marion  Stuart,  (laughter  of  David  &  Sarah  Smart,  born  May  :><j,  i8|y 

Dec.  5,  1855 

Dear  Son— 

Having  mailed  a  letter  to  you  yesterday,  1  have  nothing  to  write 
about  — 

Mary,  who  went  down  town  this  morning  &  returned  with  a  vio¬ 
lent  sick  head  ache,  requests  me  to  write  to  say  to  you  that  she  reed 
your  letter  this  morning,  8c  hopes  to  be  able  to  write  you  to  morrow 
— 1  ler  Baby'  has  been  very  sick,  but  is  convalescing,  but  quite  fret¬ 
ful— she  is  now  with  me,  8c  is  crying  at  the  top  of  her  voice  for  her 
“Mother”— 

Looly’s  leg  discharges  very  freely— This  morning,  the  Doct.  looked 
at  it  and  said  it  was  doing  well— his  general  health  is  certainly  as 
good  as  it  ever  was— lie  is  always  delighted  with  your  letters 

We  truly  rejoice  in  good  Mrs  Pemberton’s-  public  profession  of 
love  to  Christ— my  love  to  her  Sc  Miss  Coxe,  tell  her  if  you  please, 
I  will  write  her  as  soon  as  I  can— 

My  love  to  the  dear  children,  tell  Mary  her  Book  Mark  is  very 
much  admired,  8c  by  me  highly  valued— We  grieve  that  you  arc  so 
sorely  visitted— they  are  most  distressing— Do  you  think  of  dear 
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Kitty’s  suffering?  We  hope  that  Mary  &  Hessie  will  do  all  they  can 
to  wait  upon  you  &  comfort  you— 

With  love  from  M— ,a  accept  the  same  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  hurry  for  the  Mail. 

1  Eli/.abcth  Emma  killings  Turner,  born  April  8,  1853. 

On  November  30,  1855  Airs,  Elizabeth  Pemberton  became  a  communicant  of  the 
First  ( fl lurch,  Morristown,  N.J. 

:i  Mary  Stuai  t  Tui  tier. 


Detroit,  Dec.  8th,  1  855 

Dear  Son— 

1  thank  you  very  much  for  your  kind  attention  in  thinking  ol  me 
and  my  concerns,  in  your  hour  of  tribulation— l  certainly  think 
nothing  so  totally  incapacitates  the  mind  for  thinking,  as  Hods  & 
toothache— We  are  glad  to  hear  from  Mary’s  letter  reed,  this  morn- 
iug,  that  you  are  better,  and  once  more  able  to  attend  to  business — 

No,  dear  Son,  an  acquaintance  with  my  unprecedented  extrava¬ 
gance,  in  doing  what  I  thought,  nothing  could  attempt  me  to  do, 
break  in  upon  the  principal  of  the  Est.  did  not  “malic  my  head 
Ache!"  I  have  made  the  subject  one  of  prayer,  that  God  would  re- 
st  1  ain  me,  lrom  doing  a  wrong  act,  and  take  from  me  the  inordinate 
care  &  anxiety  which  was  sapping  my  health  &  carroding  my  heart, 
that  Satan  might  not  be  permitted  to  wield  against  me,  “the  deciei- 
1  til  ness  ol  Riches— Avarice,  nor  parsimony— Nor  the  cares  ol  the 
World”— 

Yesterday,  Mr  Ledyard  was  here  to  tell  me  the  result  ol  a  Meeting 
that  the  Gent,  ol  our  Chh.  had  held — You  know  I  am  timid  about 
reporting  figures!  but  the  debt  is  fearful  &  discouraging— he  said  he 
had  acted  so  violently  that  he  felt  ashamed  ol  himself,  and  wished  to 
tell  me  how  out  of  place  he  had  acted— that  he  had  retrieved  a  bad 
impression  from  seeing  the  total  disregard  of  Minister  U  People 
relative  to  debt— to  see  Men  come  up  with  pompous,  big  striking 
words,  such  as  “Gentlemen,  I  am  poor,  but  1  will  give  so  much,  R;c! !” 
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In  contempt,  I  turned  upon  them,  &  said,  “I  too  am  poor,  but  1  am 
iust>  1^'lorc  generous,  1  do  not,  nor  will  not,  put  my  name  down  for 
?'•  n'dess  1  see  my  way  clear  for  paying  it,  and  had  I  not  believed  in 
ihe  good  laitli  of  Christians,  you  would  never  have  got  me  on  a 
Building  Committee.  Here  are  Mechanics,  to  whom  we  are  owin<> 

#  C"> 

$700,  coming  to  me  daily,  and  I  have  to  turn  them  off”— “Now,  Mrs 
Siuait,  they  have  got  several  to  go  in  for  .Spurn,  which  must  he  pd. 
immediately,  among  which  1  am.  They  wished  me  to  call  011  you. 
1  told  them  I  would  not,  they  might  come  themselves — I  have  now 
come  to  tell  you  that  il  I  were  you,  1  would  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it  I  have  taken  lour  more  Pews,  which  will  cost  me  between  two  R 
three  Hundred  a  year,  R  this  is  to  help  pay  the  absolute  currant 
expenses  for  the  year  whieh  is  $./ooo!U  They  can  never  get  through 
—I  sometimes  wish  I  was  in  a  Log  Cabin  in  the  woods,  Rc”  Too 
much  for  me  to  attempt  to  write,  but  he  seems  to  be  entirely  dis¬ 
couraged— 1 1c  R  Miss  Cass  leave  for  Wash,  to  morrow  morning — 
Mary,  Irom  having  been  violently  attacked,  is  perfectly  well— 
Bessie1  better— R  dear  Looly  remarkably  well— 

You  ask  il  I  have  put  out  any  Money  which  I  have  omitted  to 
mention— Not  one  cent— I  may  have  left  out  some  Taxes  Re— but 
not  t  hat  I  know  of— 

I  drew  a  Chk  for  Mr  Lcdyard  $100  to  pay  for  my  Pew— I  was 
mighty  easy — thought  all  relative  to  Chh.  was  done  for  the  year — 
The  $1*00  which  I  subscribed,  went  toward  it,  R  the  price  was  $300 
—of  course,  1  had  to  pay  an  other  hundred— Mr  L— said  the  Fort  St 
Chh.-  is  in  a  worse  dilemma  than  ours— already  Mr  Jones  has  ad¬ 
vanced  $3000— An  extra  elFort  was  made  there— Genl.  Cass  refused 
to  add  one  cent  to  his  $1000— Davis  is  off  to  Kalamazoo— 

Mary  unites  me  in  affectionate  regards— Please  remember  me  to 
your  household,  with  much  love  to  my  blessed  children,  ever 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 


1  Bessie  was  little  Bessie  Turner. 

-  Fort  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  which,  with  the  Jefferson  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church,  was  an  off-shoot  from  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Detroit. 
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Detroit,  Dec.  18,  1855 

Dear  Son- 

On  Sun.  the  Jeff.  Av.  Chh.1  was  dedicated,  and  we  had  Dr  Styles 
\ 1 1 )  finest  efloits,  he  is  to  remain  among  the  Chinches  lor  some 
weeks,  we  ai c  all  hoping  much  from  his  labors,  he  seems  a  holy  man — 

\\  e  ate  happy  to  learn  from  your  letter  reed  this  morning  of  the 
health  of  your  household— My  blessed,  precious  children  are  on  my 
heart  by  day  &  night-PJease  give  my  love  to  dear  Mary  Sc  thank  her 
for  her  kind  affectionate  attention,  and  will,  when  1  can,  thank  her 
111a  letter— 

Remember  me  most  affectionately  to  Mrs  P— &  Miss  C-to  whom 
you  arc  indebted  for  very  much  of  your  comfort— Mrs  P— has  been 
a  tender,  conscientious  friend  to  our  blessed  sufferino-  Looly  & 
Eliza— 

We  have  had  two  rather  gloomy  weeks,  our  Looly  has  been  more 
of  an  invalid  than  he  has  since  lie  arrived  in  Detroit-dear  Kate-  has 
keen  very  sick— she  is  now  playing  about— Our  good  Francis  ill  in 
bed  lor  one  week,  with  Jaundice,  he  is  better,  but  can  not  sit  up— 

I  must  close— my  Eye  troubles  me- 1  fear  it  is  the  effects  of 
Erysipelas— 

Please  remember  me  affectionately  to  Mrs  Stiles  &  family  &  all 
Morristown  friends-Say  to  Mrs  Taylor  little  Sarah3  is  belter,  yet 
cjuite  sick,  all  the  others  well— 

W  ith  much  love  to  you,  Sc  please  with  my  love,  make  my  gratef  ul 
acknowledgments  to  your  kind  Mother,  for  my  Cloak,  &  believe  me, 

Ever  your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Jefferson  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church-ail  offshoot  ot  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Detroit. 

-  Kate  Stuart  Baker,  born  Sept.  26,  1853,  daughter  of  William  C.  Baker  &  Kate, 
his  wife. 

•''Little  Sarah  Lawrence  Stuart,  daughter  of  David  R:  Sarah  Stuart,  born  Jan.  a<}, 
1850. 
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Dear  Son— 


January ug, 1 856 


Do  not  be  alarmed  at  seeing  my  handwriting  so  soon  again— 

Feb.  1  sl.  Tins  morning  Mr  Hills  called  &  pd.  $63.50— Taken  the 
house  lor  an  other  year— Probably  I  might  rent  it  for  .'yjoo  k  run 
my  self  sick  every  quarter  for  the  rent,  finally  have  to  pay  a  Lawyer 
lot  Collet lion  k  ejeettment  kc — Mr  II — is  a  consistent  Minister  of 
the  Gospel,1  a  good  I  cnant,  k  no  trouble,  k  1  thought  in  doing  good 
to  him,  I  was  doing  great  good  to  myself  in  not  charging  more  than 
his  last  year’s  rent— 

Our  precious  Looly  is  well  beyond  expression— this  morning 
Doct.  found  him  sitting  in  his  little  chair  just  as  any  other  child 
would  sit,  k  on  expressing  pleasure  Looly  said,  “See,  Doct.  My  Lame 
Leg  is  just  as  long  as  the  other”— A  new  Druggist  has  sent  for  a  sup- 
pb  ol  Calysagea— k  Phosphate  of  Lime— Drs  S—k  Pitcher  think  them 
gland  medicines — we  think  they  are  curing  Looly — he  is  exceedingly 
(ond  ol  his  1  .  ol  I .imc,  as  well  as  the  other — his  abccss  discharges  very 
little—  just  as  much  as  I  wish,  Mrs  Stuart,  for  it  merely  acts  as  a 
natuial  issue,  k  pi  events  an  other  issue — Hut  do  not  be  too  san°uin 
now  every  thing  is  as  favorable  as  we  could  hope,  yet  the  disease  is 
of  such  a  nature,  that  he  may  have  an  other  abccss”— So  said  Dr  S— 


Notwithstanding,  I  believe  lie  is  getting  well— I  wish  you  could  hear 
him  01  del  his  I  01 1  k  then  look  round  the  I  able  'with  his  laughing 
mischievous  eyes,  to  see  what  is  going  to  be  said— 


The  Man  Hcrtram,  from  the  adjoining  farm  of  Trouble,  is 
anxious  10  get  a  lew  years — I  think  the  whole  Land  must  be  in  a 
deplorable  condition— he  is  a  young  strong  healthy  German,  who  is 
anxious  to  do  something  for  himself,  says  he  expects  to  pay  rent, 
and  that  punctually”— Howlct  does  not  want  it  except,  1  suspect, 
on  the  terms  you  suspected-What  do  you  advise?  As  it  now  is,  the 
Rookeries  are  going  to  ruin,  Logs  stolen,  k  the  place  so  cumbered 
with  fallen  Limber  that  it  is  scarcely  fit  for  occupancy— 

1  oday  1  have  got  rid  of  Annie,  k  in  her  place  a  respectable  Scotch 
woman  50  years  old— 


7°9 
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M)  Jew  I  enants  have  been  kept  back  by  Hebner,  who  only  went 
to  work  last  Wednesday  (16  Feb.)— They  ask  lor  two  weeks  to  be  de¬ 
ducted  I  loin  Rent,  as  they  are  entirely  stopped  in  their  business  &c 
-  I  suppose  it  I  had  to  allow  Mr  I  Iills  one  month  on  same  pretense, 
I  should  do  the  same  for  Israel-They  are  going  to  build  a  Bed  room, 
Countet  k:  Shelves  on  their  own  Act.  1  hey  seem  delighted  with  their 
prospects— the  last  week  they  “made  clear,  $300!” 

German  Chh.  cannot  pay  Interest— Barret  cannot— Can.  R.R. 
returns  have  arrived  &  now  wait  an  opportunity  lor  investment— 
whole  amt.  1  yb.75— It  was  a  first  rate  investment— 

1  believe  I  have  told  you  all  ol  business,  R:  Dave's  absence  sets  me 
almost  deranged,  I  cannot  write  any  more— All  are  well,  but  all  Sad— 
1  meant  to  have  written  Miss  Cox  &  dear  Mary-1  cannot  do  it- 
Give  my  love  to  them,  and  tell  them  1  will  do  it  when  1  can— Please 
gi\c  Miss  Coxe  .*jS  1  for  me  R:  Charge.  Do  not  lorget  to  get  lor  the 
childien  I  hat  Heart  Book  —  Representation  ol  the  heart  ol  Man 
in  its  depraved  state  by  nature  R:  the  Changes  under  the  Spii  it”  lor 
yourself— one  for  these  children  also,  a  work  just  published  by  Apple- 
ton— “  I  imes  R:  Portraits  ol  distinguished  Ladies  in  the  time  ol  the 
American  Revolution” 

Love  to  all  R:  much  lor  yourself, 

Your  A  lit.  Mother, 

K.K.S. 

1  Rev.  Horace  Hills,  Rector  of  the  Mariners'  Protestant  Kpisconal  Church  in 
Detroit. 


Detroit,  Feb.  1  r)t  1 856 

Dear  Son- 

Yesterday  I  pd  to  Kelsey  $8.18  Cross  Walk  Lax  Ad.  Avenue, 
'When  Rogues  quarrel,  honest  people  get  their  own”— he  shewed 
me,  how  out  ol  all  proportion  I  was  I  axed  over  other  property  of 
like  value,  K  lcmaikcd,  i(  an  other  Assessor  were  to  say,  Slowed1 
that  is  unjust,”  he  would  say,  “No,  the  old  Lady  is  rich,  let  her  pay 
lor  the  poor”! ! 

Poor  Marion2  was  foolishly  induced  to  put  her  tongue  on  a  piece 
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°1  h°n,  out  in  the  Street,  &  the  little  sufferer  lias  injured  her  tongue 
very  much— 

You  may  judge  what  a  state  we  are  all  in,  at  having  no  Dave  yet— 
Say  nothing  about  it  to  any  person,  but  I  am  afraid  that  he  has  de¬ 
cided  not  to  go  into  the  new  arrangement,  but  throw  it  up,  &  return 
to  political  life!  I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  ever  named  to  any  one 
that  he  had  reed  the  office— 

‘•i  i st  Dave  has  returned  Sc  is  off  to  Chicago— I  trust  that  lie  may 
put  his  mind  to  his  business  R:  be  diligent— 

l’lease  give  much  love  to  my  precious  children,  tell  them  it  is  not 
want  of  love,  which  prevents  my  writing,  but  old  age  &  its  infirmities 
-My  love  to  all  Morristown  friends  &  your  New  York  family— 

Dave  R:  Casses  were  astonished  at  the  magnificent  dinner  at  Sen. 
Fisher’s— could  not  have  cost  less  than  $ moo !!! 

Mary  reviewed  yours  this  morning,  Sc  precious  Looly  was  trans¬ 
ported  with  his  three,  perfectly  in  extacies,  at  “dear  sweet  Ilodys”3 
—I  Ie  is  so  well  that  really  f  am  frightened  for  fear  it  will  he  as  it  was 
before,— that  just  as  you  will  be  ready  to  be  with  him,  he  will  per¬ 
haps  he  suffering  from  an  other  abcess— he  is  a  shrewd,  observing, 
reflecting  child  R:  1  trust  may  be  to  you,  what  you  were  to  your  father, 
&  using  his  sentiments,  you  need  ask  no  more— Where  a  heart  is  will¬ 
ing  to,  as  yours  does,  lie  passive  in  the  hands  of  I  Iim  who  rules  over 
all,  1  know  that  all  things  will  work  together  for  your  Eternal  good 
— 1  am  willing  to  take  our  blessed  treasure  a  Cripple,  if  God  sees  lit 
to  have  it  so— 1  know  that  he  will  make  a  valuable  member  of  Society, 
he  has  a  tender  conscience  a  sweet  docile,  but  energetic  Spirit,  Re 
every  feature  of  character  to  make  a  strong  decided  Christian,  R: 
what  else  do  we  want!? 

Mary  waits  to  take  my  letter  with  her— she  is  going  to  town— With 
much  love  to  you,  dear  Son, 

Ever  your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Alexander  H.  Stowell,  alderman  &  real  estate  broker. 

-  Marion  Stuart,  daughter  ol  David  &  Sarah  Stuart,  ten  years  old. 

3  Hoddy  was  the  children’s  nickname  for  Eliza. 
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~  0  Detroit,  March  aG,  i8r,6 

Dear  Son—  J 

1  o  day,  the  I  rustees  o(  Ger.  Ref.  Chh.  paid  int.  due  i  (>  Feb.  S50— 
I  never  had  a  trifle  a i feet  my  feelings  as  did  the  scene  with  Looly 
the  morning  of  your  departure— You  may  remember,  you  left  him 
sitting  111  the  Arm  Chair  by  the  window— after  I  had  said  goodbye, 
I  went  into  him,  he  sat  gazing  intently,  through  the  glass,  as  quickly 
as  a  flash  of  lightning,  simultaneously  with  the  shutting  of  the  car¬ 
riage  door,  his  head  dropped  on  the  arm  of  the  chair!  &  covering  it 
with  his  arm,  all  was  silent-I  stooped  to  kiss  him,  but  did  not  say 
a  word-1  mmediately  Mary  came  in,  and  lifted  him  from  his  chair, 
&  the  big  tears  were  rolling  down  his  cheeks!  not  like  a  child,  but 
like  a  man  ol  deep  intense  feeling,  too  bitter,  to  lie  expressed,  &  the 
blessed  lellow  seemed  sad  the  rest  of  the  day— but  since  that,  he  is 
joyous,  &  goes  about  humming  &  counting  weeks  and  days,  when 
lie  shall  again  “have  Papa” 

28th— All  well,  but  Kitty  and  Bessie  who  arc  about  as  you  left 
them. 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  that  David  has  gone  to  Washington- 
Would  you  have  any  objection  to  writing  to  him  to  urge  Porter 
about  the  Deed?  Or  can  1  do  any  thing  towards  pressing  business? 

Mary  has  just  reed  your  letter,  Sc  1  rather  think  is  writing  to  you, 
and  will  give  you  all  the  news— 

My  love  to  the  children— Miss  Coxe  k  Mrs  P-I  regret  that  both 
my  letters  to  Miss  C-should  be  lost- 

I  am  called  away  by  Company— With  much  love  to  you,  I  am 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S, 

I  beg  you  to  use  your  powers  with  Mary,  to  be  married  either 
Monday  Eve.  or  Tuesday1-^  will  be  impossible  to  do  the  other  way 
-It  was  very  pretty  theoretically,  &  I  liked  it  a-s  well  as  she,  but  it 
cannot  work— 

1  Mary  Stuart  Turner,  widowed,  with  two  children,  and  William  Raker,  widowed, 
with  five  children  were  to  be  married  in  April.  Dr.  Turner  had  died  Oct.  17,  1851 
and  Mrs.  Baker  had  died  Oct.  .j,  18.7^. 
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Detroit,  April  1,  1856 

Dear  Son— 

Alt  ho  I  mailed  a  letter  to  you  yesterday,  I  am  obliged  to  write  a 
few  lines  now,  having  forgotten  yesterday  to  beg  the  favor  of  you 
to  gel  loi  me  a  handsome  silver  Goblet,  on  which  have  engraved, 

Robert  Stuart 
8th  April  1  8561 
From  his  Grandmother 
E.  E.  Stuart 

I  have  never  given  him  anything  for  his  name— 

All  well  8c  send  you  much  love— Looly  increases  in  Boy,  &  line 
health— It  may  he  imagination,  but  1  think  his  Hip  is  decreasing 
last— 

In  haste,  with  much  love  to  you, 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.F..S. 

1  Robert  Stuart,  soil  of  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  X:  Ellen  Cairns,  was  born  April  8,  18-,^. 


Detroit,  April  i>,  1 856 

Dear  Son— 

To  day  we  recicved  your  letters-dear  Looly’s  eyes  danced,  please 
with  my  love,  thank  Mary-Lovc  to  dear  Bessie  &  Eliza,  to  Miss  Cox 
Sc  kind  regards  to  Mrs  Pemberton— 

God  directs  our  way,  8c  we  may  hope  it  is  for  good— Oh,  how  richly 
he  has  blessed  that  Morristown  CI1I1. — he  has  certainly  sent  Godly 
Ministers  to  break  the  bread  of  life  to  that  people— May  the  spirit 
ol  God  he  poured  out,  &  souls  given  to  Mr  I,1  that  will  he  stars  in  the 
crown  of  his  rejoicing— How  vain  are  all  things  here  below,  time 
seems  nothing.  Eternity  terrible!! 

Mary  (&  1  too)  is  distressed  about  your  getting  Lace  Curtains— 
Your  rooms  needed  nothing  more— every  thing  was  handsome 
enough— 

Mary  is  oil  to  Mrs  Bascoe— She  had  no  message  to  send— I  am  glad 
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ihaL  you  proposed  1  Stir’— It  suits  her  very  much,  &  had  she  not  been 
“disgusted  with  her  often  changes,  she  herself  would  have  proposed 
the  i hth  Now,  il  you  could  happen  to  arrive  on  Tuesday,  instead 
ol  Wednesday,  &  be  married  on  Wednesday  Eve.  &  start  Friday 
Morning,  all  would  be  right — I  was  as  much  pleased  with  her  first 
arrangement,  at  least  as  she  could  be,  but  neither  had  wisdom  to 
look  at  it  right— Yours  was  the  only  proper  arrangement— I  only 
Avondei  that  I  e\ei  thought  ol  any  other  way- — 1  think  the  reason  she 
perseveres  in  the  morning  arrangement,  is  simply  because  1  unfor¬ 
tunately  happened,  when  she  told  me  ol  it,. to  say,  I  think  that  is  a 
grand  arrangement— I  said  it  under  the  Emitted  feeling,  of  leaving- 
no  room  lor  talk,  &  inquisitive  visitors  R:c— 

1  t.iy  do  not  forget  to  have  made  lor  your  Mother,  a  handsomely 
ornamented  Cake,  presented  to  her  irom  me,  with  my  sincere  love— 
Another  favor— Please  bring  me  Two  Dollars  worth  of  Penny 
Stamps,  we  can  not  get  one  here  for  Love  or  Money  Sc  we  can  feel  no 
security  in  the  delivery  of  drop  letters  or  Papers,  if  we  have  to  depend 
upon  the  cent  payt— 

I  could  not  write  to  David,  because  we  were  told  that  he  would 
only  be  in  Wash,  two  days,  was  expected  here  last  Saturday— Monday 
has  come  and  we  do  not  hear  of  him— 

1  suppose  from  what  you  write,  we  must  lose  the  property— 

I  believe  I  have  said  all  1  have  to  say— With  much  love  to  you,  dear 
Son,  I  am,  ever 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 

1  Rev.  Dr.  David  Irving,  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Chinch  in  Morristown 
since  November  1855. 

-  Mary  Smart  Turner  was  married  to  William  Baker  in  Detroit  on  April  18,  185G. 


Detroit,  April  i*.j ,  1 85b 

Dear  Son— 

Your  kind  (expected)  attention  from  Horncllsville,1  reached  me 
last  night— my  heart  was  gladened  that  you  had  got  that  far  so 
comfortably— 

My  blessed,  precious  Looly  I  cannot  but  hope  will  not  long  want 
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Poj^a  to  be  springs  ior  him,  I  am  anticipating  great  results  from 
bis  crutches— I  am  relieved  about  dear  Bessie,  we  have  been  troubled 
lor  fear  that  those  spots  would  turn  out  Scarlet  Fever— 


1  low  thankful  I  am  to  think  that  dreaded  journey  is  past,  and 
that  you  are  salely  R  happily  R  comfortably  once  more  settled  in 
)om  own  home — Yes,  dear  Mary,  I  do  not  doubt,  but  that  you  were 
very  meek,  very  subdued,  and  a  wife  after  Paul’s  pattern— Write  me 
this  a  year  hence,  R  then  1  will  say  you  may  both  boast,  that  it  is  good 
that  you  have  "concentrated  the  families”— You  know  how  often  1 
have  said,  "how  sad,  how  alflictingly  lonely  for  a  man  who  has  had 
a  good  wile,  to  be  sick,  to  live  Sc  not  to  have  a  female  friend  to  sym¬ 
pathize  in  his  sorrows,  nor  to  participate  in  his  joys— May  God’s  rii  li¬ 
es  t  blessing  abide  on  your  family,  may  those  blessed,  consecrated 


children  early  become  the  set  apart  servants  ol  Christ,  they  have  the 
honor  ol  parentage,  who  are,  Scare  to  be,  Kings  R  Priests  unto  God- 
Keep  Looly  up  to  his  Ambassadorship— I  believe  now  is  the  time  to 
direct  his  attention  to  his  future— 

Poor  Mr  Kinney  has  worked  himself  sick— he  meets  with  some 
I  earl  u  1  scenes— How  his  crown  will  glitter  in  Eternity! 

My  friends  are  calling  all  the  time,  R  all  seem  to  feel  alike  about 
the  marriage,2  it  is  the  very  thing  which,  of  course,  pleases  me— 
Kitty  enjoys  the  out  door  pleasure— She  and  little  Sarah,  who 
comes  up  every  morning  &  the  “little  Miss"  R  Dog  form  a  very  happy 


party— 

1  have  nothing  to  write— Except  that  Francis  is  heart,  head  and 
hands  in  the  Garden— Which  would  you  rather  have  me  bring  with 
me,  Isabella  or  Elizabeth? 

Mr  Hale  went  yesterday  to  N. York— he  will  put  up  at  the  Astor 
House,  says  he  will  take  ch.  of  Eliz.  with  pleasure— he  must  be  in 
Detroit  on  r,th  May— Must  wre  pay  full  price  when  we  get  tickets  lot 
Servants?  I  wish  to  know  so  as  to  make  my  arrangements— 

I  low’  did  you  find  the  Erie  Road?  At  Jersey  City  what  hour  Carrs 
did  you  take  for  Morristown— Where  you  Ticketted  through  from 
I  Iornellsville?— or  from  Detroit?  Or  from  Sus.  Bridge?3  Tell  me  how 
this  was  managed— You  remember,  when  we  last  went,  we  were  left 
in  N.Y.  R-  had  to  sleep  in  jersey  City  Rc— 
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My  love  lo  you  both,  with  daily  prayer  that  God  will  have  you 
both  111  his  holy  keeping— If  experience  fc  regret  will  make  us  avoid 
a  the  hidden  Rocks,  Shoals  &  quicksands,  so  as  never  again  to  make 
Shipwreck  ol  our  peace  even  for  an  hour,  would  avail, -the  first  you 
both  have  had  a  fair  trial,  may  it  be  blessed  to  your  peace  &  happi¬ 
ness  here,  &  to  the  Eternal  salvation  of  your  whole  household  here- 
after—  Life  seems  to  me  truly  as  a  vapor— 

l-ove  &  a  kiss  to  every  one  of  the  blessed  group,  who  I  suppose 

are  romping  through  the  Garden-Kind  regards  to  Mrs  Pemberton 
— lrom  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 

'  HorncIUville,  NX,  where  William  linker  amt  Mar,  Swan  Turner  passed  Weir 
honeymoon. 

“’Hie  marriage  of  Alary  Stuart  Turner  to  William  Baker,  April  ,8,  .HyG,  In  Dr 
Dullield  s  records  in  connection  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Chimb  of  Detroit,  there 
fs  the  lol lowing  entry  of  marriage 

April  1 8,  185G  Mr.  William  C.  Raker  (17)  Mon  istown,  N.J. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Turner  ([*)  Detroit 

Afrs.  E.  E.  Stuart,  Miss  Maria  Rockwell  §  p>. 

3  Suspension  Bridge  built  in  i8r)5.  on  route  of  Canadian  Cheat  Western  R  R  at 
Niagara. 


Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  May  1st,  1856 


\oui  kind  attention  ol  25th  Hit.  I  reed  last  night— I  can  not  tell 
you  how  my  heart  thrilled  with  delight  at  the  immaginary  scene  of 
the  meeting  with  the  precious  little  group  at  home,  &  especially  of 
the  extatic  joy  which  I  know  filled  my  blessed,  my  precious  Looly’s 
heart,— I  am  very  sure  he  recognized  every  spot,  as  his  own  loved, 
well  remembered  happy  home-May  his  health  &  life  be  precious  in 
Ilis  sight  and  we  will  be  thankful  to  see  him  permitted  to  be  on 
a  utches—  1  le  can  be  a  Chalmers,  or  Hamilton,  or  Ryle,  just  as  well 
as  with  Ins  own  original  beauty  of  figure  as  well  as  fac c-t/icy  are 
only  the  casing,  the  inner  is  the  imperishable  man!! 

I  am  sure  Miss  Cox  is  missed  from  your  midst;  1  am  glad  to  hear 
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of  Mrs  Pemberton's  prospects1— May  God’s  richest  blessing  (ill  your 
house— In  the  midst  of  heart  rending  sorrow,  we  have  all  had  much 
reason  to  praise  1  lim  R:  give  thanks— Alary  knows  how  lo  hr  a  good 
wife  tell  her  “to  him  who  knoweth  to  do  good  R:  doeth  it  not. ,  t’is 
sin  ’—She  writes  most  happily,  for  which  1  am  thankful— I  trust  that 
the  change  ol  climate  R:  occupation  may  give  her  own  natural])  good 
health,  strengthen  her  nervus  system,  &  enable  her  to  make  herself, 
the  Sun  Hearn  ol  your  now  settled  lamily— 1  am  convinced  there 
is  no  happiness  lor  any  one  ol  us,  except  as  we  contribute  to  the 
happiness,  or  comfort  ,  of  our  fellow  beings— 

I  can  not  tell  you  how  sadly  we  miss  you— Mary’s  room  strikes  us 
as  il  death  had  been  there — 

I  trust  dear  Bessie  is  henefitted  by  the  journey— 1  feared  she  was 
going  to  he  ill— 

Brother  Kinney  leaves  this  morning  from  necessity— he  has 
worked  too  hard  in  his  Master’s  service— he  is  thoroughly  worn  out, 
goes  to  an  Aunt  at  St  Clair  to  he  nursed— 

Our  dear  Kate2  is  in  line  health,  very  happy  Sc  very  pleasant,  hut 
lor  a  lew  days  alter  you  lelt,  she  was  perfectly  wretched— “I  want  my 
Looly”— “1  want  my  Bessie”— “Let  me  go  to  Aunty’s  room”  See— 
I  quieted  her,  promising  that  she  and  I  were  going  to  Morristown 
to  live  with  them  all— She  anticipates  great  happiness— Were  it  not, 
that  it  would  he  losing  her  her  birth  right  for  a  mess  of  pottage, 

I  would  keep  her  for  my  company  Sc  comfort— 

Mrs  McK— leaves  to  morrow  morninu— 

The  day  of  your  marriage,  Mrs  Scot  spent  the  day  with  me,  but 
looked  very  badly,  the  next  day  she  was  taken  sick,  Sc  now  lies  very 
ill,  I  am  a  1  raid  (yet  not  afraid)  that  it  is  her  last  illness,  the  poor  girls 
feel  badly— 

1  hope  to  he  able  to  leave  home  soon— Goo  Doctors  are  expected  to 
convene  here,3  and  I  find  /  am  counted  as  one  to  entertain  them— 
“I  do  not  feel  like  it”— 

My  tenants  are  all  the  better  for  your  having  been  among  them— 
Last  night,  Peters  pd  $18.75— This  morning  Jew  pd  $75  less  $7  for 
Side  Walk,  Water,  R:c— 

Allen  called  for  permission  to  put  up  a  high  fence,  between  him 
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and  Spillan  &  Jessup— they  have  cut  windows  in  the  side  of  their 
house,  which  came  on  our  Lot,  their  house  having  been  “built  plum 
on  the  line  does  not  leave  the  twentieth  of  an  inch  between  them”— 
he  begged  me  in  the  month  of  May  to  visit  him  to  look  at  the  im¬ 
provements— and  the  Jew  invited  me  to  his  wedding,  which  is  to 
take  place  in  five  weeks  from  this-So  I  shall  lose  this  silt.*— 

My  love  to  Mary  &  all  the  blessed  happy  little  ones,  &  much  for 
yourself,  Iron,  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


All  at  Sarah’s  well— Dave  has  gone  to  attend  some  1 1 undi  ed  Thou¬ 
sand  Dollar  suit  at  Rock  River— 

I  reed  a  letter  last  night  from  Robert,  date  28th  till.- lie  had  not 
heard  one  word  from  the  Goblet:  Birth  day  present— for  R.  S.  Inn.1 


1  Mrs.  Pemberton  was  to  be  married  to  F.  II.  Brown  of  New  York. 

-  l  ittle  Kate  Baker,  the  baby,  who  was  left  in  Detroit. 

This  was  the  <jth  annual  session  of  the  American  Medic  al  Association,  whic  1,  met 
in  Detroit  May  6-10,  185G  at  Fireman's  Hall.  Delegates  were  present  from  many  States 
and  from  numerous  medical  societies. 

‘  Robert  Stuart  Junior. 


Morristown,  July  22,  i8r,6 

My  dear  Mary- 

I  have  had  ever  since  you  left  here  until  yesterday,  one  of  my  real 
suffering  old  attacks  of  Asthma,  and  am  weak,  and  almost  afraid  to 
untc  Now ,  I  am  told  that  it  is  well  known  as  a  general  fact,  an 
Asthmatic  cannot  live  in  Morristown  without  suffering— Mrs  Croly, 
Kate’s  old  Nurse,  came  to  see  me,  she  “has  a  brother,  who  never  has 
Asthma,  only  when  he  comes  here”,  &  is  attacked  always  within  a 
day  or  two  of  his  arrival— Mrs  Shutc  told  me  of  “a  gentleman  who 
has  not  had  an  attack  lot  ten  years,  came  here  to  visit  some  friends, 
was  seized  violently,  &  had  to  leave  immediately”— 

I  have  got  so  much  to  write,  that  I  am  perplexed  to  do  it  with  least 
writing— 
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}  oin  Mr  Baker  arrived  oil  Saturday  eve.1  R:  left  this  morning  lull 
of  sadness  at  not  seeing  you— Oh,  1  wish  I  could  tell  you  all  he  said 
of  you,  Doctor  &  Kitty— II  ever  we  meet,  I  will  tell  you  all— “he 
grieved  that  he  was  not  the  one  to  have  written  the  'Tract,  which 
only  comprizes  j  pages,  which  ought  to  have  been  if>,  &  is  now 
steriotyped  by  the  Pres.  Board  ol  Publication  No.  i,p|  Chestnut 
Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  lie  distributed  to  every  one  ol  his  congre¬ 
gation  i  1  ract— He  tried  to  speak  to  them  on  the  subject,  but  was 
denied  utterance— 1 1  is  chh.  is  in  a  most  flourishing  condition— 

\  on  have  a  treasure  in  Miss  McK— I  have  never  seen  two  better, 
nor  happier  children  in  my  life  than  I.ooly  &  Kitty— he  is  a  sweet 
precious  fellow— Do  you  know  he  goes  sweetly  to  bed  R:  you  hear  no 
mote  than  now  k  then  some  playful  speech  til  he  is  soon  asleep— 
Charley  begins  to  day  to  ride  him  out  every  afternoon,  after  Clvai  ley 
strikes  oil  work— he  seems  to  love  him— in  speaking  of  his  lameness 
and  the  ability  of  his  own  boy  to  walk,  the  Tears  came  in  his  eyes  & 
he  said,  “Every  day  I  wish  Mr  Baker  take  a  german  Doctor,  I  believe 
he  make  him  well”  R:c— 

Mr  Baker  is  all  you  said  of  him,  8:  more  too— He  brought  home  to 
dinner  with  him  a  Mr  Shafer  from  Madison,  but  home  in  Peters¬ 
burg,  Virginia— Today  (I  believe)  forty  three  years  ago— 1  was 
married—- 

Mary  is  very,  very  happy,  but  lonely— she  misses  you  all  very 
much— 

Miss  Mi  Kid— sends  you  much  love  R:  says  be  perfectly  easy—  every¬ 
thing  shall  be  1  a  it  hi  ully  attended  to— Stay  until  you  can  say  all  are 
well— 

Dr  Schcmcrbum  escaped  chills  30  days— went  off  to  Rock  way  R: 
staid  till  he  thought  himself  entirely  restored,  when  he  had  only 
been  home  a  day  or  two  and  his  enemy  returned  full  force— 

Love  to  all  and  with  much  for  yourself,  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Rev.  Seymour  A.  Baker,  a  Methodist  Minister. 

-  Elizabeth  Emma  Sullivan  was  married  to  Robert  Stuart  on  July  21,  1813  in  New 
Vork  City  by  Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  that  city. 
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My  dearest  Mary—  Dcimh,  Julyg,,  ,85(i 

Perhaps  you  will  be  shocked  and  even  grieved  to  see  my  date! 
1  had  become  too  unwell,  to  either  in  hand,  or  head,  be  of  the  least 
use  in  Morristown— Chills  &  Fever  had  assailed  me  and  I  was  really 
dejected— Miss  McKid  kindly  urged  me  to  leave,  with  a  view  to  my 
being  .benefit  ted  by  the  change,  declaring  that  she  did  not  anticipate 
the  slightest  difficulty  more  than  if  I  were  there— Mr  Baker's  letter 

came,  which  rather  encouraged  me  to  leave  as  he  was  to  be  home 
on  Wednesday — 

I  made  one  more  point  of  decission.-if  David  does  not  come  on 
Monday  Morning,  I  will  not  leave  until  Mary  •comes— for  some  time 
1  thought  he  had  not  come  &  decided  that  I  would  remain,  even  then 
I  hesitated,  but  I  thought  to  have  the  long  journey  to  take  alone! 
All  was  dark— I  wanted  to  hire  a  first  rate  Proles,  girl,  to  leave— Miss 
Mck— said  “Not  for  the  world  would  I  have  a  new  girl  brought  in 
until  Mrs  B-returns”-  Hie  two  girls  both  violently  rebelled  against 
declaring  that  they  would  be  faithful  Sc  see  that  Miss  Mck— was  not 
troubled— Jane  promised  that  she  would  always  attend  to  their 
“ ah  (lh"  and  regularly  to  Kitty’s  Bathing  Sc  dressing-1  told  her  I 
should  inquire,  &  il  she  were,  I  should  remember  them— 

But  Oh,  1  have  suffered  since  I  left-If  1  could  have  been  Tele¬ 
graphed  back  to  Morristown  from  Albany,  1  should  have  been  there 
quickly,  never  to  have  left  until  you  came— but  now  their  Father  is 
with  them  Sc  I  trust  that  all  is  well— 

Dr  Jones  says  his  daughter  only  spent  one  week  at  Long  Branch 
.'NS  &  returned  a  different  woman— Oh,  do  come  home,  your  being 
(there)  will  conteract  all  the  Sea  air  you  can  inhalc-Besides  the 
Mead  should  be  thcrc-You  may  trust  Miss  McK-as  yourself-only 
she  is  more  vigilant— She  will  not  leave  Looly  one  minute  except 
she  knows  where  he  is,  the  same  I  know  with  Kitty— She  said,  “Go 
and  do  not  fear,  every  thing  shall  go  on  as  you  can  wish” — 

We  had  a  pleasant,  cool,  delightful  ride  home,  where  have  been 
just  two  hours,  iound  all  well,  but  not  expected,  of  course,  rather 
a  desolate  reception— 

Poor  Mary  Baker  is  lonely  almost  to  gloom— My  love  to  dear 
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Bessie,  Eliza,  &  kind  rcmemberancc  to  Ellen  and  lor  yourself,  Much 
love  from  your 

Alfect innate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

T  grieve  to  hear  of  your  having  had  a  chill  since  your  arrival  in 
Manchester— the  day  I  left  Dr  Johns,  whom  1  had  employed,  war¬ 
ranted  me  to  have  no  more— Yet  yesterday  in  the  Carrs,  1  had  snlti- 
cicnt  ol  one  to  leave  fever— Do  write  immediately  on  rec.  of  this— 


Detroit,  Aug.  i ,  1 856 

Dear  Son— 

Ere  this  you  know  the  why  ol  all  my  movements— I  begin  to  think 
it  is  all  old  age— I  am  now  so  weak  that  if  I  did  not  know  that  it  is 
impossible,  1  should  believe  I  was  going  to  have  a  chill— Make  no 
remarks  about  writing,  I  will  try  to  make  it  legible,  but  until  you 
are  made  acquainted  with  everything  as  it  arises,  I  get  worried— 
Do  not  say  you  cannot  be  “bothered ”— Oh,  l  wish  you  knew  how 
olten  Satan  tempts  me  to  say,  I  can  not  be  “bothered”  &c  &c— But 
now  Son,  what  Stranger  can  come  in,  and  attend  to  things?  I  decided 
upon  putting  every  thing  into  Mr  Towle’s  hands— It  will  not  do— 
AH  the  Land  business— Green  Bay— Madison— Sag:  B— rest  5kc  with 
all  my  heart,  but  no  permission  to  sell  or  give— Me  will  be  able  & 
willing  (for  pay)  to  attend  to  all  that— 

When  1  left  Morristown,  Mind  (never  very  strong)  &  body  were 
so  completely  gone,  that  I  had  scarcely  energy  left  to  eat  or  dress— 
You,  of  course,  heard  of  the  beautiful  visit  I  paid  Mrs  Taylor— 
Have  they  told  you  of  Mr  St  it  es’  uncommon  kindness,  while  you 
were  absent,  in  attending  to  the  poor  Cow?  We  all  feared  that  she 
would  die— 

Oh,  how  desolate  R:  dirty  the  house  seemed;  and  when  I  got  in  my 
room,  there  was  my  lamb’s  bed,1  just  as  she  slept  in  it!— there,  beside 
the  1  .ounge.  lay  her  shoes  that  I  had  taken  off  to  put  on  her  new  ones, 
—hanging  up,  was  her  Sun  Bonnet,  Sc  green  dress,  which  seemed  to 
speak— I  burst  into  tears,  R:  was  finished  for  the  day— I  truly,  ungrate- 
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lnlly  Iced  oil  “bit In  bn bs ’’—her  Sainted  Mother  came  before  me 
&  aflcr  hcan  wnm8  tears,  I  believed  she  would  approve  my  taking 
her  Kate  to  her  lather’s  home,-  that  she  might  love,  &  be  loved  - 
I  o  hod  alone  daily,  yea  hourly,  I  commit  you,  and  your  house¬ 
hold— Let  us  never  in  prayer,  forget  to  bring  our  blessed,  sweet, 
beaut  il  ul,  lovely  Looly,  that  if  it  be  for  the  glory  ol  God,  and  booty’s 
best  eternal  welfare,  he  would  lay  his  healing  hand  upon  him  &  bid 
him  walk— 

I  hope  Mary  will  soon  be  home— The  change  of  weather  from 
Morristown  to  Detroit  is  astonishing— I  sit  with  closed  windows  & 
doors,  everything  grass,  &c,  green  and  luxurious,— and  I  am  told  that 

the  weather,  with  the  exception  of  two  days,  has  been  just  as  now— 
h\e.  &  Morn,  cool— Mr  Bacon  says  he  has  never  spent  one  night  this 
summer  without  a  Blanket  over  him— lie  says  Cullen  told  him, 
“Much  as  he  (Cul:)  regretted  it,  he  was  going  to  have  trouble  with 
the  heirs  ol  Mr  Stuart— but  he  had  now  a  clear  title  »o  that  property 
&  was  going  to  take  possession  of  it”— 

Did  you,  on  your  return  home,  find  a  package  which  1  put  in  your 
Desk:*  In  it,  was  there  a  Note  Irom  G.  Porter?  stating  the  Amt.  exact 
ol  money  reed  Irom  G.  Western  Stock— I  think  it  was  Two  Thou¬ 
sand  one  hundred  Sixty  Six  Dollars-If  it  is  not  in  that  package, 
please  ask  Miss  McKid  if  she  knows  anything  about  it— 1  had  it  on 
my  ,)ccl  that  day  she  wrote  for  me— I  through  mistake  put  on  the 
back  of  it  something  I  wished  her  to  writc-Plcase  let  me  know- 

Lvery  one  says  the  City  is  unusually  healthy— Mr  Dulfield  was 
taken  ill  at  the  General  Assembly— has  gone  up  the  Lake— Miss 
Rockwell  to  the  East- 

All  Sulk  estate3  is  easily  understood  by  Got  beaks  letters— At  any 
late,  it  all  resolves  itsell  into  one  Estate— Under  the  eye  of  God,  I  try 
to  keep  all  right  and  do  nothing  that  I  think  my  husband  would  dis- 
appiove— If  I  only  could  “serve  my  God,  as  conscientiously”  as  1  have 
aimed  at  my  husband’s  approval,  I  should  be  very  happy— I  have  not 
seen  G.  Porter  since  my  return— 

I  lease  lemembei  me  in  love  to  kind,  good,  faithful,  conscientious 
Miss  McKid,  to  my  dear,  good,  discreet,  well  behaved,  easily  pleased 
Mary,  whom  I  wish  you  could  take  back  with  you,  or  give  her  a  jaunt 
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when  you  return,— &  kiss  my  blessed  lonely,  sweet  Looly,  and  my 
hearts  living'  Rate,  from  Gan  Ma — It  gladencd  my  heart  to  hear 
every  one  on  first  seeing-  her,  exclaim,  “Oh,  Mrs  Stuart,  how  like¬ 
lier  Mother!  She  will  be  like  her,  in  looks,  in  head,  &  in  character”— 
Oh,  dear  Son,  I  live  with  the  dead— 

\\  ith  much  love  to  you,  &  peace  Sj  happiness  in  &  from  you,  ever 
believe  me, 

Vour  alfectionately  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


1  Link-  Kate  Baker,  who  had  been  in  her  }>iaiulmother'.s  tare  since  the  death  o £ 
her  mother,  Kate  Stuart  Baker. 

‘  K;1U'  Baket  was  now  returned  to  the  care  of  her  father  and  his  second  wife.  Maty, 
Who  was  her  aunt  as  well  as  her  step-mother. 

:i  Sullivan  estate-inherited  from  her  parents— John  &  Mary  Sullivan. 


Detroit,  Aug.  ph,  1 8r,t> 

Dear  Son— 

Jackson  called  on  Saturday  and  paid  $200  Interest  for  Mary,  for 
which  1  gave  him  rect.  and  depositted  with  Lycll1  to  Mary’s  credit- 
1  he  Express  Office  sent  word  dated  July  1  ith,  1856,  that  a  pack¬ 
age  lor  Mrs  E.  M.  Turner  awaited  her  call,  with  Fourteen  shillings 
charges  to  be  paid— he  sent  word  on  my  sending  Francis  for  the 
Package,  that  it  had  been  delivered,  that  if  1  would  look  at  the  date, 
it  was  three  weeks  ago— I  shall  send  again,  but  I  think  there  is  some 
mistake  about  it  being  for  Mary— 

1  hank  you,  thank  you,  my  kind  reliable  loved  Son— Oh,  I  wish 
1  could  tell  you  how  great  a  load  of  remorse,  sorrow  &sclf  abhorrence 
your  kind  letter  ol  J uly  3  1  st  just  reed,  has  relieved  me  from— Travel¬ 
ing,  change  ol  air,  &c.  all  have  made  me  much  better,  so  that  now 
I  believe  l  was  partially  deranged,  from  excessive  nervusness,  or  I 
never,  never  could  have  left  your  house,  &  you  just  at  the  door- 
hut  your  letter,  k  Miss  McK’s  kind  urgency,  and  Dave’s  arrival,  all 
decided  me,  as  now,  neither  would  have  weighed  a  feather— 

I  am  glad  that  you  have  taken  my  precious  Mary— She  needed  the 
change  and  she  will  fully  appreciate  the  delights  of  the  Trip— 
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I  wrote  Miss  McKid  &  Mary  at  Manchester  from  Sus.  Bridge,  hm 
by  neither  answering,  1  am  sure  Dave  did  not  mail  the  Keitcis'- 

A  fuw  llllcs  liom  bob  tell  me  that  his  new  house  is  burned  to  the 
giound!  that  is  all — not  how  it  happened  R:c _ 

David  said  Riggs  was  to  write  you,  had  you  not  better  write  Riggs. 
If  you  have  any  delicacy,  please  write  in  my  name— 

I  ti  ust  those  two  dear  blessed  children  may  be  preserved  in  health 
-I  have  no  fear  except  sickness,  never  in  their  life  have  they  been 
so  well  off  as  now  They  love  Miss  McK-with  great  tenderness  &  she 
them,  they  love  each  other  dearly  &  play  sweetly  together,  her  inllu- 
ence  1S  exactly  such  as  we  could  wish-I  believe  God  has  them  in  his 
special  keeping,  and  I  shall  fear  no  evil— 

brother  Kinney  is  still  here,  quite  unwell  with  dysentery-  1  trust 
that  it  will  not  amount  to  much — 

I  am  really  tired,  having  to  get  things  a  little  settled,  &  your  letter 
c  licei  ing  me  lias  really  made  all  things  seem  cheerful  to  me— 

My  love  to  Mary  &  my  blessed  children  and  much  lor  yourself, 
from 

Yours  sincerely, 

K.K.S. 

1  Mr.  James  Lycll  was  a  private  banker  in  Detroit  from  18  13-18-. 7  &  became  a 
prominent  citizen  &  financier.  lie  was  quite  popular  in  the  bminc*  community  & 

well  though1  of  by  the  Scottish  element  in  the  city.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  St.  Andrew  s  Society. 

=  Kobm  Stuart  Jr.  ami  hi,  wife  Ella,  had  built  a  home  at  Roslyn,  la,.,..  Island, 

N  Y,  oil  land  given  then,  from  the  Cairns  estate  there.  The  house  was  just  about 
|,  eled  and  Mr.  Cairns  had  asked  them  if  it  was  insured.  On  learning  that  the  young 
people  had  not  thought  of  this,  he  at  once  had  the  house  insured.  Within  a  v  ery  short 
tune,  workmen,  on  the  roof,  had  a  bucket  with  fire  in  it,  which  blew  over,  and  the 
house  was  burned  to  the  ground.  The  insurance  company  paid  the  full  amount  of  the 
insurance,  and  the  young  Stuarts  were  thus  able  to  rebuild  the  house. 


Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  Aug.  51I1,  1856 


Alt  ho  I  mailed  a  letter  to  you  yesterday,  enough  has  occurred  to 
make  me  send  a  few  lines  to  day— 

I  have  just  reed  a  sweet  letter  from  Miss  McKid,  written  so  cheer- 
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I ully,  so  happily  about  the  children,— that  kind  Mrs  Brookfield,  Sc 
precious  Mrs  Stiles  had  been  twice  there,  since  I  left— Mary,  you 
must  love,  Sc  shew  Mrs  Stiles  heart  attention,  she  is  a  precious,  well 
tried  enduring  friend— I  only  grieve  that  1  could  not  have  gone  to 
say  larewell  to  him— had  his  own  animal  been  ill,  he  could  not  have 
shown  mot  e  interest  than  he  did  when  our  cow  was  ill— sin  h  friends 
are  not  common— “All  love  the  purchase,  few  the  price  will  pay”— 
Today  Whiting  called  and  pd.  me  $50— Miss  McK— says,  “tell 
lobby  that  Kitty'  has  her  Bath  every  day  &  never  cries,  nor  frets”— 
Oh,  said  Elizabeth,  You  are  not  there.  She  used  to  say,  I  will  cy,  Sc 
I  will  scream,  8:  my  Gaud  Ma  will  hear  me  8:  she  will  come  8;  take 
me  Irom  you— Now,  Miss  Libby— I  am  truly  thankful  that  she  is 
removed  from  her  influence,  it  was  most  pernicious  to  temper— 

Mr  Kinney  is  still  with  us— at  present  quite  unwell— dysentery — 
he  is  about,  is  not  at  all  confined  to  house,  but  looks  badly— 

My  much  love  to  Mary,  dear  children.  Sc  kind  rememberance  to 
Ellen— I  am  rejoiced  that  you  are  going  to  the  White  Mountains— 
In  much  love, 

Your  Affect.  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


1  hat  letter  you  sent  me  from  Morristown  was  a  few  hasty  lines 
bom  Robert,  urging  me  to  send  the  money,  which  ought  to  have 
been  in  his  possession  at  least  the  day  before  he  wrote  me— 

While  in  Morristown,  I  wrote  a  few  lines  to  Mr  Franchcre,2  care 
of  Ramsay  Crooks,  Esqr.  begging  him  to  enclose  one  Vol.  of  his 
journal  8;  send  it  to  Robert:  sent  him  $1  to  pay  for  it— I  have  never 
heard  one  word  of  it  since— I  am  afraid  the  $50  Dft  is  gone— Can 
anything  be  done— 

1  I  idle  Kate  Baker,  now  living  at  Morristown. 

-  Narrative  of  a  Voyage  to  the  Northwest  Coast  of  America,  by  Gabriel  Franchcre, 
translated  and  edited  by  J.  V.  Huntington,  New  York,  1851.  Gabriele  Franchcre  sailed 
on  the  Tonquin  around  the  Horn  to  Astoria,  and  returned  overland  to  Montreal— 
not  with  Robert  Stuart,  but  with  another  party.  David  Stuart  returned  overland  with 
Franchere.  In  the  Appendix  Franchcre  writes:  “I  promised  the  reader  to  give  him  an 
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account  of  the  late  ol  some  ol  i  lie  persons  who  left  Astoria  he  I  ore  and  alter  its  sale 
oi  tiansfer  to  the  British.  I  will  now  redeem  that  pledge. 

Messrs.  Ramsay  Crooks,  R.  Md.elland  (correct  name  was  M 'I .ellan  — the  error  in 
spelling  appears  only  in  the  Appendix.  Sec  Rranchere's  "Narrathe”  and  living’s 
Astoria  )  and  Robert  Stuart,  after  enduring  all  sorts  of  fatigue,  dangets  and  hair- 
hieadth  escapes  with  their  lives— all  of  which  have  been  so  graphically  described  by 
Washington  Irving  in  his  "Astoria"  finally  reached  St.  Louis  and  New  York." 


My  very  dear  Mary  Sc  Son— 


Detroit,  Aug.  i  ;p  1 85 G 


I  acknowledge  rect  ol  both  your  very  welcome  letters  on  the  same 
sheet— 1  am  troubled,  dear  Mary,  to  learn  Irotn  yours  ol  1st  ins.  that 
you  remain  so  feeble,  and  am  glad  that  you  have  left  Manchester, 
lor  however  pure  &  bracing  the  Sea  Air,  unless  you  have  nourishing 
lood  &  well  cooked,  it  avails  nothing— 

Shall  1  confess  to  you  that  1  was  a  little  pained  at  some  of  your 
remarks,  for  instance,  “sometimes  1  fancy  that  I  have  a  very  short 
time  to  live  and  then  what  will  become  of  Bessie?”1  Should  1  outlive 
)ou  (Uncle  outlived  those  who  were  35  years  his  juniors)  Do  you 
not  think  dear  Bessie  would  be  taken  care  of?  You  have  often  told 
me  that  you  thought  Kate  was  better  taken  care  of  than  she  could 
have  been  had  her  Mother  livcd-because  with  me,  she  was  alone- 


with  her  Mother  she  could  only  have  her  5th  share  ol  care  -Could 
you  not  commit  her  to  Him  who  neither  sleepclh  nor  slumbercth? 
She  is  1 1  is  by  creation,  preservation  K*  redemption.  1  Ie  will  keep  that 
which  is  in  faith  committed  to  Him— 


\ou  say  you  are  too  feeble,  too  inefficient,  to  have  charge  of  such 
a  family!!  You  are  in  yourself— ‘It  any  Man  lack  wisdom  let  him  ask 
ol  Cod’’  See  If  he  is  burdened  and  cares  perplex,  “Cast  all  your  care 
upon  Him  who  careth  for  you”— I  hear  you  say,  “Oh,  yes,  Mother 
can  preach,  Why  does  site  not  practice?  She  ran  from  her  post  and 
left  Miss  McK-to  suffer”— Not  so-all  were  in  perfect  health  and 
checrlul— I  cast  a  gloom  upon  all— Sc  my  very  presence  hindered 
efficient  cai  c  ol  those  dear  Babys — who  need  one,  and  a  judicious  one, 
to  minister  to  their  wants— to  my  baby,  7  had  to  he  that  one,  for  you 
know,  I  could  not  endure  to  have  Elizabeth  touch  her,  Kj  especially 
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out  ol  my  sight,  and  1  was  not  able— so  removing  E— with  myself, 
seemed  the  best,  kindest,  most  gentle  care  they  could  have— 

1  reed  a  letter  today  from  Miss  McK— She  says,  she  "could  not  ask 
lor  better  behaved,  sweet  happy  children— "fell  Libby  Kitty  goes  in 
her  bath  every  day,  and  you  never  hear  a  sound  but  mirth”— I  read  it 
t°  1'  li/abcth,  Kj  she  said,  "Oh,  wont  you  please  to  say  to  Miss  McK  — 
Kitty’s  Grand  Ma  is  not  there”!!! 

1  know  you  fear  God  Ik  loved  their  Mother—  these,  if  not  love, 
sympathy,  Kc  for  the  children,  will  compel  you  to  do"  equal  justice 
to  them”— therefore,  any  playful  speech  from  any  of  them  to  you 
about  your  partiality  to  your  own”  should  not  weigh  a  leather— 
1  ell  them  that  they  should  render  thanks  a  dozen  times  a  day,  that 
a  Stranger  had  not  come  in  among  them,  give  their  nonsense  to  the 
winds,  Sj  let  the  lcar  ol  God  Sc  the  prevailing  feeling  "if  Kate  had 
gone  among  mine,  as  I  have  among  hers,  how  would  1  wish  her  to 
do?”— And  then  be  at  peace— 

You  need  not  be  troubled  about  Miss  McK’s  work— one  piece  is 
not  finished  be  I  ore  site  has  settled  upon  what  next?  A  little  rest  will 
not  hurl  her— those  two  children  arc  full  occupation,  I  assure  you— 
When  I  left,  I  gave  the  two  girls  a  talk  about  the  children,  Sc  they 
promised,  very  fair— My  blessed  Looly  is  affectionately  considerate, 
he  loves  her  most  tenderly— She  has  made  him  several  pairs  of  pan¬ 
taloons  Sc  dresses,  &  keeps  him  always  looking  uncommonly  neat— 
that  Treasure,  Mrs  Stites,  is  in  often— Oil,  love  her,  cherish  her, 
Mary,  she  is  a  friend  and  you  know  the  way  to  a  Mother’s  heart  is 
through  her  children— pay  Fanny  unwearied  attention— 

I  was  in  bed,  not  "in  church”  lor  the  most  time,  during  your  Mr 
B  s  visit— I  saw  enough  to  love  him,  and  not  to  detect  one  iota  of  the 
father— I  gave  him  $20,  Sc  would  have  given  him  $50  if  I  had  had  it— 
I  do  not  believe  that  he  had  fjjiio  in  his  pkt.  before  he  got  it— he  was 
exceedingly  dejected,  said  he  "felt  in  the  dark  as  to  duty”,  8cc— After 
1  put  this  in  his  hand,  he  seemed  to  cheer  up  and  decided  on  going 
directly  back  to  Texas,  he  evidently  lives  by  Faith— I  le  presented  no 
claim  in  Morristown,  came  only  to  see  you,  and  cry  about  Dr— & 
"sweet  Kitty”— to  tell  you  all,  I  must  sit  beside  you,  to  write  it  would 
paralize  my  pen  lor  a  week  to  come,  &:  just  now  I  cannot  afford  that— 
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Dave  is  m  Chicago,  his  praise  is  in  the  month  of  every  body,  so 
that  it  makes  me  low  spirit  ted— I  am  afraid  that  Cod  has  given  him 
this  world  as  his  portion— 

A  sweet  lady  lrom  Newport,  a  Miss  N— ,  at  the  request  of  Revnd 
Mr  Shephard,  called  on  me  with  Mrs  Chandler,  said  she  had  prom¬ 
ised  Mr  S— especially  to  give  information  of  my  Son,  and  as  1  judge 
born  my  Mother,  I  know  1  will  gladcn  your  heart,  when  1  tell  you 
that  1  am  told  that  he  is  quite  the  head  of  the  Chicago  Bar,  &  stands 
very  high  &  much  more  like  this-Mary,  1  was  so  overwhelmed  that 
had  1  been  alone,  &  not  afraid  that  it  might  be  called  affectation,  I 
should  have  wept  like  a  child-May  God  keep  him,  restrain  &  guide 
him— Oh,  pray  for  his  conversion,  perhaps  he  has  not  sinned  away 
his  day  of  grace-G.  Porter  told  me  that  Joy  gave  him  great  praise- 
I  he)  send  all  theii  business  to  them,  but  the  R.R.  business  will  turn 
them  grey— To  God  be  the  praise-I  never  dared  hope  to  see  the  day 
--lie  is  punctual  as  Mr  Baker— No  matter  what  1  write,  back  comes 
a  response— 

Sarah  was  two  weeks  at  the  Springs,  returned  spotless— She  leaves 
N. York  on  the  sotli  ins.  It  is  thought  that  those  spots  were  Krysipelas 
Elizabeth  is  in  God  rich” — I  have  Sarah’s  Mary — Francis  who  is 
equal  to  any  Woman— &  Sally— 1  found  Mr  Kinney  here,  he  became 
ill  with  dysentery  &  .j  days  ago  went  to  his  Sister’s  in  the  Country— 

1  have  had  for  the  last  ten  days  a  Minister  Mr  Brittain,  formerly  of 
the  Epis.  Chh— he  is  an  Englishman,  a  very  spiritual  Man,  was 
cotemporary  with  Rowland  I  till,  was  intimate  with  him,  he  is  quite 
unwell,  but  preaches  &  holds  meetings,  he  says  nine  tenths  of  the 
Epis.  is  1  usey3  and  he  cannot  see  how  an  Evan.  Minister  can  stay  in 
their  communion— he  says  he  has  brought  down  his  wife  &  family- 
lie  says  he  “loves  the  chh— the  prayers— the  Litany,  the  39  Articles, 
which  are  the  confession  of  Faith,  but  not  their  Romanism— &  lie, 
for  one,  will  not  bow  in  the  house  ol  Riminon.” 

Your  letter  was  so  full  of  questions,  reflections,  &c,  that  it  has 
brought  from  me  one,  the  length  of  which  I  am  ashamed.  I  meant 
to  have  written  Mr  B— on  the  same  sheet — 

I  got  a  lew  hurried  lines  from  Robert,*  telling  me  that  his  new 
house  is  burnt  to  the  ground,  but  nothing  more— 
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Poor  Mrs  Hastings  has  had  a  severe  paralysis,  deprived  her  of 
speech  for  two  days— she  now  speaks,  but  imperfectly— I  believe 
brought  on  by  trouble— I  le  has  had  h is  trial,  and  gone  against  him— 
the  whole  has  been  more  than  her  gentle  nature  could  stand— 

My  friends  seem  delighted  to  have  me  return— Why,  l  am  sure 
I  can  not  tell— I  think  1  am  living  upon  your  blessed  Father’s 
character— 

The  summer,  I  am  told,  has  been  charming,  &:  unusually  healthy, 
with  the  exception  of  two  nights,  all  have  slept  under  a  quilt  or 
blanket— More  than  I,  “think  that  Morristown  is  the  hottest  place 
in  all  the  Northern  States” — 

There,  now  you  may  go  to  lied— it  is  your  own  fault  if  1  have 
worried  you— 

With  much  love  to,  Sc  a  kiss  for  all  the  children— tell  dear  Mary 
that  1  was  rejoiced  that  her  lather  took  her  to  enjoy  herself  on  the 
Sea  Shore— dear  child,  she  was  sadly  lonely— 

With  much  love,  ever 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Bessie  was  Bessie  Turner,  Mary’s  child  by  Dr.  Turner,  born  April  8,  185;$.  't  here 
were  two  Bessies  in  that  Morristown  home:  Bessie  Baker,  born  Nov.  <),  iSjr,  and 
Bessie  Turner,  Bessie  Turner  called  Bessie  Baker  "Sister  Emma”— for  het  name  was 
Elizabeth  Emma— 

-  Coderich,  Ontario,  from  where  Scotch  maids  were  often  secured. 

:i  Dr.  Edward  Bouverie  Pmey,  1800-1 88 a.  Cannon  of  Oxford  Catheilr.il.  1  e.ider  of 
High  Ch.  of  England. 

•*  Lt.  Robert  Stuart,  her  son. 


Detroit,  Aug.  1 7,  1  8 r, ( > 

Dear  Son— 

The  weather  is  so  cold  that  I  suppose  you  are  about  turning  your 
face  homeward,  where  alone  you  can  find  real  comfort— 

If  you  think  it  best,  I  will  put  every  bit  of  Land  out  of  the  City  of 
Detroit  in  Towle’s  hands  to  attend  to  in  every  respect  except  selling 
—That  Madison  property  I  never  hear  of— 

1  suppose  Towle  will  have  to  go  to  Wisconsin  8c  make  himself 
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acquainted  with  Localities  Ike-How  shall  1  do  to  give  ld,n  an  accu¬ 
rate  idea  ol  everything?  Bacon  does  well  Sc  thoroughly,  I  believe  he 
is  an  honest  &  true  friend  of  minc-I  shall  be  glad  when  you  get  home 
— ^our  letters  reach  here  in  5  or  0  days  from  their  dale,  this  I  know 


is  wrong 

O 


Sarah  is  expected  home  day  after  tomorrow— They  have  been  & 
still  aieall  sick  in  N.York  with  chills  &  fever,  derived  no  benefit  from 
Neversink— her  Mother  returned  home  sadly  discouraged,  having 
recieved  no  benefit  and  was  at  great  cxpense-I  lenry,  too,  had  chills 
little  Sally  Sarah  seems  to  write,  is  quite  ill — 

I  hope  Mary  is  improving,  give  her  much  love,  also  to  the  dear 
children— Miss  Mackid  writes  cheerfully  &  praises  the  children  1 
hope  she  will  encourage  Looly  to  walk  by  chairs-he  does  not  use 
his  Lame  Leg  as  well  as  he  did— crawling  as  he  now  does,  is  only  con¬ 
tracting  the  Muscles— Oh,  do,  the  moment  you  gel  home, carry  him 
to  Dr  Parker’s  and  get  his  opinion  and  advice— I  know  that  more 
should  be  doing  for  him  than  is-IIe  is  young  Sc  in  perfect  health, 
and  1  believe  with  care,  his  leg  need  not  be  shortened  so  as  to  impede 
his  walk— 

Tell  Mary  I  had  a  visit  a  few  evenings  since  from  Mrs  Norton  of 
Lockport,  111.  enquired  very  affectionately  for  her— &  thinks  that  she 
had  done  the  very  thing— 

With  much  love,  your 

Sincerely  attached  mother, 

E.E.S. 


Detroit,  August  23,  185b 

My  dearest  Mary— 

I  Laving  been  made  almost  heartsick  by  the  detention  of  my  letters, 
I  have  resolved  to  write  no  more  to  the  “Glen  I  louse, -You,  it,  and 
your  three  rooms  on  the  floor’’,  may  be  very  pleasantly  circum¬ 
stanced,  and  quite  at  ease  whether  you  get  my  letters  in  f>  or  three 
days,  not  so  with  mine- 1  trust  this  will  reach  you  by  third  day  from 
date— At  any  rate,  you  will,  I  hope,  be  at  Morristown  by  the  sixth 
day  and  that  will  be  as  early  as  you  would  get  it,  in  the  Mountains— 
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I  wish  Mary  had  reached  l  he  top  ol  t lie  Mountain— I  love  that 
spirit  in  her — the  ellect  ol  the  Mountain  scenery  on  your  feelings, 
made  me  think  ol  that  often  quoted  remark,  “Clod  made  the  Coun¬ 
try,  Man  the  City”,— dear  Kate  used  to  say,  “Mother,  when  I  walk 
ihe  streets  ol  New  York,  1  say  to  myseli,  ‘Lord,  how  can  souls  he 
sated  in  this  dreadlul  City’?”— We  who  are  not  accustomed  to  its 
scenes,  can  understand  it,  and  I  fully  enter  into  your  feelings  while- 
in  prayer;  lew  things  are  so  well  calculated  to  bring  vividly  to  our 
hearts,  and  mind,  the  Almighty  power  of  God  as  Mountainous  scen¬ 
ery  or  the  Ocean  in  a  Storm— You  were  highly  favored  in  your  iso¬ 
lated  place  to  have  a  minister  to  address  you— how  strange  it  is,  that 
for  so  short  a  time,  any,  if  any  thought,  should  turn  their  steps  from 
such  favorable  opportunities  of  hearing  the  truth— That  dreadful 
heart,  how  loudly  it  tells  its  total  depravity— 

I  had  heard  that  Gen.  Stanton  died  ol  Yellow  Fever,  but  his  family 
say  No,  it  was  his  old  disease— I  see  by  the  papers  that  it  is  at  different 
places  on  L.I. 

1  thought  1  wrote  you  very  distinctly  about  poor  Mr  Hastings, 
taking  it  for  granted  that  you  remembered  the  trial  with  which  he 
was  threatened  about  the  Pension  Money  lost  in  Chicago— 1  kept 
nothing  back,  but  just  referred  to  it,  by  letting  you  know  that  the 
suit  went  against  him,  and  “some  said  one  thing,  and  some  an  other” 
—And  he  seeing  himself  bereft  ol  everything,  and  obliged  or  bound 
to  pay,  all  this  beside,  crushed  him;  and  that  she  had  a  paralytic 
stroke— there  is  the  whole— I  make  a  fuss  about  Mrs  Stiles  Kc,  to 
make  you  as  much  beloved  and  honored  in  Morristown  as  Kale  was, 
it  is  not  by  standing  on  our  dignity  we  make  friends,  but  by  our 
“preferring  others  over  ourselves”— 

I  am  a  little  of  your  way  ol  thinking  about  my  hopes  &  fears  of 
David— I  wish  I  could  give  up  all  fretting  anxiety— Nothing  is  my 
allair,  but  it  will  intrude  in  spite  of  me— 

I  am  thankful  that  health  once  more  reigns  among  you,  but  did 
you  send  dear  Bessie  'Turner  with  Ellen  back  to  Morristown?  or  lost 
her  among  the  mountains?  Not  one  word  of  her  or  poor  Ellen,  any 
more  than  if  they  did  not  live!  Dear  precious  child,  kiss  her  and  tell 
her  Grand  Mother  never  forgets  to  pray  for  her— 
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No,  “brother  Kinney”  is  not  as  desirable  a  companion  as  my  “own 
blood”— Nor  is  he  a  companion  at  all,  I  have  long  since  learned,  not 
to  live  to  please  myscll,  else  “brother  Kinney,  nor  no  other  like 
brother,  would  lind  themselves  domesticated  in  the  heart  ol  my  fam¬ 
ily— My  very  nature  revolts  at  strange  men  who  have  not  the  first 
rudiments  of  refinement— but  when  I  see  that  they  are  servants  of 
the  Master,  from  whom  1  derive  all  I  have  and  by  whose  Mercy  & 
loibeatance,  1  hold  all  1  have— My  only  feeling  is  Lord,  all  is  thine, 
use  it  as  1  hou  wilt  for  thine  own  cause— lie  has  been  gone  three 
c  cks,  I  have  never  heard  ol  or  I rom  him,  since  he  left  very  sick  wit h 
dysentery  to  go  to  a  Sister  in  the  Country-1  have  had  for  the  past 
four  weeks  a  Minister  staying  with  me,  ill  all  the  time  in  the  same 
^ay ,  he  keeps  about,  but  is  ill  all  the  time  taking  Medicine.  1  le  is  a 
Mr  bnttam  from  brooklyn,  come  out  from  the  Epis.  Chh.  “because 
he  could  no  longer  commune  with  nine  tenths  of  its  Ministers  who 
are  Puscyites.”— he  is  an  Englishman,  and  was  cotemporary  &  in¬ 
timate  with  Rowland  1 1  ill— 


Will  you  ask  Mr  baker  to  purchase  for  himself  “The  Prince  of  the 
House  of  David”,  or  “Letters  from  Adina  to  her  lather”,1  and  for 
you,  “Memoirs  of  Capt.  Vicars”— 

I  teed  a  lettei  today  I  rom  Miss  McK — P. Marked  20  ins.  All  well 
and  very  happy— 1  wish  she  would  induce  Looly  to  walk  by  pushing 
a  chair,  his  leg  will  contract  remcdelessly  by  his  being  allowed  to 
crawl  any  longer— he  must  be  roused  to  exertion— Oh,  I  wish  Mr 
baker  would  take  him  to  see  Dr  Parker  and  see  what  should  be  done, 
he  can  be  taken  in  the  early  Carrs  to  N.York,  with  perfect  ease,  and 
brought  back  in  the  late  trains— 

Mrs  Lye  11  is  exactly  as  you  left  her,  a  little  more  cheerl  ul-always 
talks  ol  you,  and  sends  you  much  love — 


Sarah  had  a  chill  yesterday,  her  children  are  getting  better— 

\  cstci  day  I  vis  1 1 ed  Mi  s  Senator  \\  ood bridge,-  who  is  failing  very 
fast  She  said,  I  have  never  seen  you  since  your  wedding1  at  your 
house, -Oh,  Mrs  Stuart,  I  was  truly  rejoiced  for  your  sake”.  “Then 
you  do  not  disapprove  it”?  “Disapprove  it!?  1  think  it  is  one  of  the 


best  things  that  ever  happened.  Everything  for  those  dear  children 
and  the  most  natui  al  f  01  Mr  baker.  1  asked  My  Minister  h  is  op  in  ion ! 
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1  Ic  is  a  grand  Hi blc  scholar.  Why,  Madam,  there  is  no  doubt  on  that 
subject,  God  commands  it. 

The  Scots*  shut  themselves  up  in  total  darkness,  wear  veils,  1  know 
not  how  many  folds,  but  so  black  that  sitting  beside  them  you  could 
not  tell  whether  it  is  a  broomstick  dressed  up  or  what  it  is.  Unerring 
truth  says,  he  that  will  not  work,  shall  not  cat— I  fear  they  are 
starving— 

Miss  Isabella  made  a  mistake  and  called  upon  me  as  an  invalid— 
I  lear  she  will  not  get  over  it— ‘‘We  are  missionaries  and  only  visit 
where  there  is  sickness  or  distress”— I  had  a  visit  from  Mrs  Clarke 
(Eliza  Jones)  today— I  should  never  have  known  her— she  is  as  large 
as  Mrs  Fisher  used  to  be— She  talked  much  of  you,  and  sent  you  mtu  h 
love,  regretted  not  seeing  you— Only  think  of  big  House  S— and  his 
Wife  being  separated— She  is  in  N.York,  he  at  the  Riddle  House- 
Elegant  carriage,  Silk  Curtains,  all  left  alone  because  of  incompati- 
bility  of  I  cm  per¬ 
tly  best  love  to  the  dearest  children,  and  kiss  them  all  round  for 
Gtand  Mother  who  dearly  loves  them— If  you  ever  get  settled  at 
home,  1  wish  you  would  make  them  write  to  me,  once  in  two  weeks 
or  even  a  month— 

With  much  love  to  Mr  B— &:  yourself,  and  daily  prayer  that  you 
ma)'  be  wholly  sanctified,  ever  your 

devoted  mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 

Love  to  Bob  if  he  is  with  you  &  kind  wishes  to  Ellen5 

1  "The  Prince  of  The  House  of  David”  by  Professor  J.  II.  Ingraham,  purported  to 
be  a  series  of  letters  written  by  Adina  to  her  father. 

-Mrs.  (Senator)  William  Woodbiidge  recovered  and  did  not  die  until  February 
1 8(io. 

3  The  Marriage  of  Mary  Stuart  Turner  to  William  C.  Baker,  whose  first  wife  had 
been  Kale  Stuart.  Dr.  Dudield  performed  the  marriage  and  the  witnesses  were  Mrs. 
Stuart  and  Miss  Maria  Rockwell. 

1  Three  Scott  daughters  who  were  in  mourning  for  their  mother,  Mrs.  Hector  Scott, 
one  of  Detroit’s  early  private  school  teachers.  Mrs.  Hector  Scott  started  a  private 
school  in  Detroit  at  an  early  day  which  most  of  the  fashionable  young  ladies  attended. 
She  died  in  May  185G. 

Robert  R  Ellen  Stuart. 
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Dear  Son- 


Dct  mil,  Auo-. 


How  true,  “Hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart  sick”— Daily  lor  the 
past  week  have  I  sent  to  the  P.O.  to  get  a  letter,  and  only  now  a  few 
lines  G  days  old  have  reached  me,  leaving  all  my  questions  relative 
to  loaning  Wicker  Money  unsettled— I  cannot  help  it,  hut  anxiety 
always  produces  headache  &  loss  of  appetite  &c— it  is  not  the  love  ol 
money,  but  the  desire  to  be  right  and  give  satisfaction  and  now  the 
thought  that  this  letter  lias  to  take  6  days  to  go  G  to  come  frets  me 
-  I  wish  I  knew  how  to  act,  only  you  can  decide  nie-I  could  not, 
without  telling  a  falsehood,  hinder  Barclay1  from  knowing  that  the 
Wicker  money  was  pd— he  talks  independently,  oilers  security  on  his 
Foundry,  which  he  says  is  as  unshaded  as  We  could  wish,  and  so  all 
his  pi  opei  ty,  ours  is  the  only  Mortgage  he  owes  on  Earth— I  thought 
to  make  him  pay  Interest  quarterly— 

1  lie  Frazer  Deed  is  sent  me  by  Porter,  the  detention  has  been  at 
Washington,  and  I  guess  in  Porter’s  Officc- 

I  am  thankful  to  hear  of  the  improvement  in  Mary,  but  dear 
Bessie,  what  can  be  done  lor  her?  Would  you  be  willing  to  trust  her 
"uith  me  loi  the  Winter?  perhaps  our  climate  might  be  better  for 
her  than  Morristown,  which  I  think,  except  the  Sank  &  Mkna,  is 
the  coldest  place  I  ever  saw  in  my  lile-Poor,  dear  Bob,  the  change 
will  do  him  good-Does  he  enter  College  this  Fall?  1  am  sure  Mary 
has  enjoyed  her  trip,  dear  child,  it  makes  me  sad  to  see  her  so  lonely 
oui  piccious  Eliza  and  blessed  Bessie  I  inner  I  am  sure  are  all  the 
better  for  the  summer’s  ramble— Pray  give  my  love  to  all,  and  tell 
them  Grand  Mother  kisses  them  all— The  precious  ones  at  Morris¬ 
town  “are  sweet,  every  one  is  full  of  admiration  of  them.”— Miss 
Mck— tells  the  Taylors  that  she  never  saw  more  pleasant,  well  be¬ 
haved  children,  &  Sarah  says  ‘‘Kate  really  does  look  beautiful— Looly 
seems  very  happy  &  chccrful”-Sarah  arrived  yesterday,  very  much 
bettei  lot  hei  1 1  ip,  but  Sally  ~  looks  like  one  just  risen  from  the 
giavc,  the  childicn  have  all  had  chills  R:  fever — She  seems  delighted 
at  having  got  home— 
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Our  City  is  in  perfect  health,  and  the  weather  most  charming— 

1  have  laid  in  40  erds  wood  at  $3.— Beach  &  Maple,  Coal,  $5.50 
—  1  o  Ton- 

Dear  Mary,  1  am  keeping  house  with  the  old  English  Nurse  that 
you  saw  .it  Morristown,  and  little  Sally— Eliz.  has  been  gone  to  God- 
rich  two  weeks— 

Mrs  I, yell  always  enquires  with  much  aHection  for  you,  She  isjusL 
as  you  left  her,  &  I  fear  will  never  be  any  better— 

Mr  Towle  is  rather  ft jetty  about  that  Wash,  matter  being  left  with 
Riggs— 1  told  him  he  had  better  write  his  feelings  immediately  to 
Mr  baker  R:  have  things  brought  to  a  close— 

With  much  love  to  yours, 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Willi. mi  Harday  R:  'Thomas  Johnston  were  the  proprietors  of  the  Michigan  iron 
Foundry,  Atwater  Street,  Detroit. 

-“Sally"  was  Sarah  Lawrence  Stuart,  daughter  of  David  R:  Sarah  Henson  Stuart, 
born  May  ^3,  1851. 


Detroit,  Aug.  28,  1856 

Very  dear  Son— 

I  ruly,  I  might  almost  as  well  be  in  Europe,  as  regards  facility  in 
hearing  Irom  you— Your  long  looked  for  favor  of  the  22nd  ins.  has 
just  reached  me—  Gorham  should  he  healthy,  to  be  so  perfectly  iso¬ 
lated,  as  it  is,  the  intelligence  it  brings  of  Mary  is  cheering,  but  dear 
little  Eliza  is  truly  unfortunate— Mountain  fever  R:  chills  is  mighty 
tenacious,  it  effectually  broke  up  my  asthma,  but  it  took  horrid 
medicines  to  break  it  up— 

Poor  Johnny1  is  in  l)r  Stuart’s  hands,  today  is  having  his  third 
chill  since  his  return— Little  Sarah-  looks  wretchedly— Dave  has  been 
quite  unwell— We  are  expecting  him  to  morrow  night— 

I  have  just  reed  a  letter  from  Mary’s  Uncle  Thorne, a  really  grieved 
at  Mary’s  neglect  of  him,  says  she  has  not  written  him  a  line  since 
site  left  Morristown,  and  says  that  llob,  Ellen  and  children1  are  to 
be  in  Detroit  this  week— 
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Through  Miss  McK-1  hear  ol  the  two  precious  oncs-1  rejoice 
that  their  lieahli  is  good,  and  that  they  are  happy— 

Oh,  dear  Son,  the  moment  you  get  home,  do  lake  our  beautiful 
precious  Sonny  down  to  I)r  Parker  &  get  him  oil'  his  crawling-I  can¬ 
not  think  of  him  without  Tears-I  invent  all  kinds  of  crutches  for 
him,  make  him  walk  by  chairs— 

I  wish  you  had  conic  home  from  Montreal  via  Detroit-What  a 
delightful  trip  it  will  be  when  accomplished— 

My  much  love  to  Mary  and  all  the  dear  children  -Poor  Mrs  I  .yell 
is  just  so— 1  fear  very  much  for  her— 

Mr  Hastings  has  just  sold  his  property  for  §j»o,ooo-She  is  better 
and  will  spend  her  winter  South— 

All  Mr  Duflield’s  family  are  jaunting— He  has  been  absent  a  long 
lime— She  is  among  the  White  Mountains  with  Bell"*  and  children— 
Sami  at  the  Springs-ftcthune  in  N.York-Dr  D-Cincinnati-Now 
I  believe  I  have  told  you  every  thing  J  can  think  off- 

it h  much  love  for  you,  and  daily  prayer  that  you  and  your 
household  may  be  wholly  the  Lord’s,  ever  believe  me, 

Your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Oh,  1  am  so  glad  at  the  prospect  of  your  being  within  three  and 
not  six  days  mail— 

’  Join,  Stuart,  son  of  David  &  Sarah  lknson  Stuart,  horn  fan.  ,]f  ,8,7. 

“Sarah  Lawrence  Stuart,  his  sister,  born  May  yj,  1871. 

•J  l)r.  Ruhard  Van  Wyck  Thorne,  husband  of  "Aunt  Maria”  Sullivan  I  home 

*  Robert  Stuart  &  his  wife  Ellen. 

•>  Belle  Du  (field,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Duflicld,  who  had  married  Dr  Morse 
Stewart  in  1 852. 


, .  ,  Detroit,  Aug.  !>oth,  i8rd) 

My  dearest  Mary- 

Knowing  your  laziness  about  Letter  writing,  I  am  not  going  to 
1  el  ease  you  from  your  duty  to  write  me,  by  your  shirking  excuse, 
that  “Mother,  there  is  no  necessity  for  my  writing  to  you,  for  you 
and  Mr  15-keep  up  such  a  continual  correspondence  about  Kincaid 
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or  something  that  I  have  nothing  to  write  about”— Now,  my  dear 
Mary,  where  the  will  is,  there  can  always  he  found  matters  to  write 
about,  especially  where  there  is  a  family  of  little  children,  the 
thought  of  whom  occupies  the  most  of  my  awake  time- 

hue  this,  I  hope  you  are  all  safely,  happily  and  healthfully  settled 
in  your  own  pleasant  home,  and  that  you  have  begun  1  lousekeeping 
in  earnest— You  would  be  surprized  to  see  me  lly  around  the  house 
with  old  Mamy  for  Cook— Miss  Sally,  House  Maid!  Francis  Man  of 


all  work,  he  masons,  White  washes,  Gardens,  Errand  Boy,— beau  to 
wait  on  me,  if  I  am  caught  out  at  Night,— last,  not  least,  an  excellent 
painter— 1  buy  the  White  Lead— Oil  and  Turpentine,  Jx  he  puts  it 
on  equal  to  any  painter— He  is  now  thoroughly  painting  my  base¬ 
ment— I  wish  you  could  now  see  how  nicely  everything  looks— 


1  reed  a  very  short  but  sad  note  from  Lavinia  yesterday,  acknowl¬ 
edging  reel  ol  Fannie’s  Books  “Susy’s”,  and  what  she  said,  &c,— 
seemed  grieved  that  I  should  have  left  for  the  West  without  her  see¬ 
ing  me,  find  referred  very  lightly  to  her  being  thrown  off,  and  her 


letters  not  being  noticed,  that  she  had  been  told  very  bitter  things 
had  been  said  of  her  Sec — it  was  only  about  twenty  lines— 1  told  her 


that  they  who  had  informed  her  of  bitter  things  were  very  unprin¬ 
cipled  or  they  would  not  relate  anything  which  had  been  said  in 
their  presence,  unless  it  was  to  do  good— if  unprincipled,  their  word 
was  worth  nothing  &c— 

Mrs  1  rowbridge  suddenly  packed  up,  and  went  on  Tuesday  with 
her  brother  Alex  to  Europe,  where  you  know  she  hopes  to  meet  her 
husband— 


bro.  Keeney  has  gone,  he  has  another  County  in  the  State  to  sup¬ 
ply  with  Bibles.— 

Mrs  Lycll  is  precisely  as  you  left  her,  keeps  her  spirits  by  hope 
which  ‘deferred,  maketh  the  heart  sick”— 1  feel  troubled  about  her, 
&  so  does  her  husband— No  one  knows  Dr  Pitcher’s  opinion— Mrs 
Moore  still  lives,  but  feels  that  as  the  leaves,  so  she  is  gradually  fall¬ 
ing,  and  as  they  soon  will  be  no  more  seen,  until  they  put  on  their 
Spring  Attire,  so  she,  “The  Spring  will  return,  and  with  it  (probably 
not  a  vestige  of  her  will  be  seen)”— Oh,  how  sad,  sad,  heart  trying  it  is 
to  see  one  dear  to  us,  wasting  with  that  melancholy  disease,  and  no 
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means  to  relieve  them!  My  visits  to  her  always  leave  me  depressed 
for  a  clay  or  two,  and  should  not,  for  she  is  in  a  very  sweet  confiding 
slate  ol  mind,  has  clear  views  ol  Christ,  and  a  happy  assurance  ot 
meeting  her  honored  friends  around  the  Throne— Oh,  lor  a  living 
laith,  to  enable  us  to  say  clearly,  “Christ  is  mine,  and  1  am  His”— 
1  hear  you  say,  “here  Mother  is  sermonizing— 1  wish  she  would  Slop” 
—So  I  will — 1  am  called  by  Company — 

It  was  Mrs  Chester,  who  sat  a  long  time,  giving  me  a  full  account 
ol  pool  Mis  Scots  funeral  See — it  was  too  silly,  too  ridiculous  to 


i  m  magi  ne- 


I  wish  1  could  get  between  you  and  Mr  Raker,  to  make  linn  laugh 
—I  see  him  now— it  is  much  richer— the  ice  Box  &c— 


Duckman  has  pd.  figy-Roe  $26  &  29  before,  is  all  he  has  pd  of 
interest  since  1855  (April)— his  wicked  wife  came  with  a  tale  of  dis¬ 
tress  of  his  extreme  illness,  of  her  dangerous  illness  previous,  &c  &c— 
&  Notv  I  learn  that  the  Money  which  she  should  have  pd  me,  She  pd. 
to  Zug  $65  for  a  Sofa,  which  she  as  much  needed  as  I  do  Satin  Cur¬ 
tains— Much  dealing  with  the  world  hardens  the  heart— 

Poor  Johnny  is  quite  under  the  weather— with  chills  &  fever— 
Little  Sarah  is  getting  better— Elizabeth  is  still  away,  she  has  been 
gone  4  weeks— I  begin  to  fear  that  she  will  not  be  back— 

Oh,  how  much  &  continually  I  think  of  the  dear  children— How 
is  out  precious  afflicted  Looly — I  cannot  think  of  him  without  great 
heaviness  ol  heart,  which  almost  always,  ends  in  tears,  Oh,  do  make 
him  walk  by  chairs,  as  our  children  do  when  they  begin  to  walk, 
break  up  his  crawling—  at  one  time  it  rejoiced  our  hearts,  to  see  him 
able  to  do  it— no  more— Now,  we  must  make  every  exertion  to  get 
into  positions  where  he  cannot  keep  his  Leg  crooked— Oh,  I  wash 
Mr  Baker  would  carry  him  to  Dr  Parker— He  is  worth  all  the  trouble 
and  all  the  expense,  the  blessed  Boy,  which  he  may  cost— if  he  die, 
then  Remorse  lor  not  giving  him  attention  will  not  gnaw  as  a  never 
dying  worm— If  he  live,  it  will  all  be  paid  back,  by  him,  in  love  and 
gratitude— 

Tell  me  all  about  how  Robert1  was  pleased  with  his  journey,  how 
he  is  progressing  Sec— all  about  him— Mary— Bessie— 1  Ioddie2  Sc  preci¬ 
ous  little  Bessie— Love,  with  a  kiss,  to  every  one  of  them— Much  love 


AH 'V  WAY  ViU-.'VW. 


j  lifiitr  > >  i  i  ii)  ,'  ij/  i.  hi  j  ■*)'  tot  .Jen  lilwo/  bur  ,ov/»  10  ^i.t*  c  i<> 

/ni.tjiiioJ  (»  b»lb  *  Mir  “  f  '  <v’  ' 
j  1 1  ,h  >  ».  [lull  mjNU'itf  Jinlgnoif  iw  oil  //  .  19*.  «M  "t/  Ji 

r.  ■  # 


,u.  .J  ./I 'if'  (1  '  i-  if  >‘i"'  <)l?-  l/  ftH  I 


minimum 


i I  .  •  <  *  til]  \  v  I  • 


,v  z»m)  >i  ’jjii-  i  itoi.  i  i  i*  -woii  mil!  y  *.  J  — 
lx  *„,f  ,  Hr  ?!  ™  t  .  ■/■’>!  ^  “(  ^  'HHiuhuCl 

,-niUi  oiotu-.i:  :•  f'-wi  o  ,  >1  ■  U  ■  u  i  )'/.■>  ;  ir  )o  >‘l 

.  !  i  .  i,  Uih  r.  , ffe  ii  ■  i r! /.•  >i  i  >-U  i  i!J  i 

. 

i;  .)>[  :vli  ftvAi.  A  J>i  f*  n  wU  |!  i#  f  ‘»h 

1 1( )  .  t/)i  iu  ‘ '  <i  •  >  (  .vi  Ik  )<'«>!!  .  >i  i  •  /.  ,  ’  o  f1  j>  *  /i 

- 


‘jffjno-n  *>*!]  Hu  i; M-wAitfl  r,CI  oi/imi  vth  *  liiow io;hii iW 


(ifl.  mu!  ii  wi  Hi  ->  9il 

r;«>l  rl  >u?  ‘  n.jilllo  »V  'i  iln//,  /ol  n>.t  fioiihizuo 


S  TUA  11T  LETTERS 


739 

(o  M r  Baker — to  dear  kind  M iss  Mck  and  (only  think  of  my  naming 
her  last)  my  blessed  Kate— she  will  forget  me  entirely— My  love  to  all 
Morristown  friends,  especially  Mrs  Stites  &  family,  Mrs  Stevens  & 
all  1  aylors— Sarah  is  well— No  Dave— expected  tomorrow  morning — 

Uncle  T:1  is  very  much  grieved  at  your  not  writing  to  him— 

W  ith  much  love  to  you,  dearest  M— ever  believe  me 

Your  affectionate  Mother. 

E.F..S. 

I  am  expecting  Bob  and  family1— 1  have  had  Minister,  Rev.  Mr 
Brittain  lor  .|  weeks— I  thought  he  was  only  to  stay  two  days,  until 
Mr  l)uf.  should  get  home,  instead  of  which  Mr  Duflicld  went  oil  and 
left  him  to  do  the  preaching— 

1  ell  Mr  B— that  1  have  been  notified  that  my  Copper  Slock  being 
forfeited  will  be  sold  28th  of  Sept.  Ask  him  if  he  will  see  if  it  can  not 
be  sold  in  Boston  or  N.York  or  Pittsburg,  and  if  we  had  not  better 
sell,  rather  than  pay  any  more— we  are  only  paying  to  pay  salaries 
to  a  few  Yankees— 

1  Robert  Turner. 

-  I’or  the  first  time  her  grandmother  used  the  nickname  "Hoddie”  for  I'liza. 

:t  Uncle  Thorne. 

1  Robert  Stuart,  her  son. 


Detroit,  Aug.  30,  1856 

1  )ear  Son— 

1  had  sealed  my  letter  to  Mary,  of  this  date,  and  meant  to  have 
told  you  that  last  night  1  got  my  Bnk  A/c— There  are  in  Bnk  to  my 
Cr.  $3,236.45— $2, 1 70.79  are  Wicker’s  Mortgage— 

I  went  immediately  to  Mr  Porter,  who  says  he  thinks  he  can  make 
a  safe  k  good  investment  of  $3000,  which  I  begged  him  to  do— When 
done,  I  will  send  you  particulars  of  this— Trowbridge  &  Menzier? 
I  have  no  Chks  out,  so  that  I  have  in  Bnk  $236.45  beside  Bnk  of 
Mich.  Div.  which  with  some  soon  due  must  be  reinvested— the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  Est.  of  R.  Stuart  must  be  kept  whole,  good  as  I  reed  it,  else 
I  shall  think  1  have  been  an  unfaithful  Servant— 
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Did  I  tell  you  that  Rrabant  has  not  pd-The  'I  ron hi  idge  (,cr- 
nian  has  pd. 

I  rccievcd  a  letter  Irom  Robert,  informing  me  that  he  is  "ordered 
to  report  for  duty  without  delay  on  board  the  Store  Ship  Rebel,  and 
on  my  arrival  in  Rio  to  report  for  duty,  on  board  the  Ilrig.  Jiain- 
bi  *dge,  n  lilt  h  \  cssel  is  a  pet  lect  wreck  — He  writes  very  low  spn  itetlly 
Rrsays,  If  I  only  knew  where  to  address  Sister  Mary,  I  should  like  to 
write  to  her  before  I  leave,  we  may  never  meet  a<rain”— 

1  forget  whether  I  mentioned  in  Mary's  letter  that  they  had  noti¬ 
fied  me  that  my  forfeitted  stock  (Copper)  would  be  sold  mSth  Sept. 
Does  this  include  all  that  I  have  punctually  pd:  or  only  that  on  which 
I  am  delinquent?  Please  let  me  know— And  will  you,  or  can  you,  sell 
lor  me,  I  suppose  Rost  on,  or  Pittsburg,  would  be  the  best  place  for 
Sale  I  have  thought  that  perhaps  the  person  who  was  so  anxious  to 
possess  himself  of  all  that  Stock  would  purchase  ours— Do  you  re¬ 
member  his  name?  W  ere  I  to  apply  to  one  of  the  Officers,  think  you 
we  could  find  him  out?  I  got  the  impression  at  the  time  that  he  wished 
to  secure  as  much  Stock  as  he  could  — 

David  has  not  been  here  since  we  arrived— Johnny  still  has  thills 
and  level  Sally  only  one  since  we  arrvd — Sally  very  well  and  in  line 
spirits — 

I  ani  really  happy  to  think  this  is  to  be  addressed  Morristown— 
among  those  Mountains  you  seemed  to  me  as  inaccessible  as  if  the 
Atlantic  rolled  between  us— It  is  wonderful,  that  a  life  of  6  j  years, 
with  a  good  deal  of  chafing,  will  not  teach  some  people  wisdom— 

\\  hilc  Mr  Dufficld  was  gone,  a  Minister  arrived  here,  expecting 
trom  the  Dr  to  be  immediately  furnished  with  a  place— lie  went  to 
Moore’s  hotel1— McFarrand  went  from  House  to  House,  try  ing  to 
find  a  home  among  Christians  for  him,  not  one  in  this  City  could 
accommodate  him’  —when  I  heard  this,  I  naturally  thought  it  was 
only  for  a  few  days,  and  that  text  came  to  me,  Luke  io:  7,  IS  verses, 
and  I  told  them  to  send  him  to  me— Dr  Dufheld  came  and  went,  until 
four  weeks  are  past,  yet  no  indication  of  my  boarder— if,  as  Mary 
says,  there  were  only  a  Man  about  house,  it  would  not  embarrass  me 
so  much,  but  indeed  I  have  got  myself  in  a  painful  position— I  do  not 
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know  1  > 1 1 1  that  he  may  quarter  with  me  all  winter— easier  to  take 
persons  in,  than  get  rid  of  them— 

Much  love  to  all— 1  have  just  reed  yours  ol:  147th  from  Glen  House, 
the  first  that  has  reached  me  under  live  or  six.  days,  since  you  have 
been  E:  how  is  it? 

I  am  cheered  by  the  intelligence  of  general  health— I  am  very  glad 
that  Mary  sent  for  poor  Bob-— is  he  not  past  the  age,  when  they  admit 
to  West  Point? 

I  should  think  your  Glen  House  a  beautiful  one— It  would  be 
strange,  after  Mary  determining  not  to  know  the  Glentworths,  that 
they  should  find  her  away  among  the  Mountains— 

Once  more,  love  to  all,  always  kiss  all  the  children  for  me,  tell  my 
dear  Looly,  I  hope  to  write  to  him  in  a  day  or  two— 

Much  love  to  Mary,  Robert-  &:  Yourself,  from 

Your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 

1  John  Moore  was  the  proprietor  in  1856  of  The  Merchants’  Kxthange,  a  hotel  at 
(),  it,  13  &:  15  Wooclbridi>c  St.  West,  Detroit. 

-  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  born  April 1838. 


Detroit,  Sept .  ti>,  185G 

Dear  Son— 

My  heart  was  made  glad  by  rect  of  yours  of  the  10th— I  am  thank¬ 
ful  that  you  are  all  once  more  well— I  have  been  wretchedly  unhappy 
about  Dooly’s  Leg,  fearing  contraction  from  always  creeping— Oh, 
1  pray  you  never  consent  to  his  having  his  Leg  cut,  as  far  as  my  en- 
c 1 11  iries  have  gone,  they  have  been  an  agonizing,  failing  experiment, 
—dear  Freddy  is  totally  helpless,  his  legs  like  rags,— true  they  are 
straight,  fv  do  not  lie  “like  a  frog  on  his  back”— this  latter,  I  hope 
with  ours,  need  not  be  feared— I  must  not  write  upon  it— 

I  am  gett  ing  well  fast,  but  I  am  weak,  I  tremble  now  in  writ  ing  R; 
only  write  to  let  you  know  how  things  are  going  on— 

Is  it  not  strange  I  do  not  hear  from  Gotheal  for  last  quarter?  A 
letter  from  Dr  Thorne,  says  Robert  Sailed  for  Rio  in  the  Relief 
on  the  9th!1  Poor  little  fellow,  he  went  very  reluctantly— 
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sriiA nr  letters 


M )  love  lo  Mary— tell  her  Uncle  1 — leels  bitterly  her  neglect _ 

I  heard  from  you  all  through  Mr  Wetmorc-My  blessed  Lamb,  to 
ba\e  a  boil  on  her  Nose— No  Matter  if  it  is  not  painful— My  lo\e,  G 
tell  them  all  that  Grand  Mother  wishes  she  could  first  kiss  one  &  t  hen 
the  other-May  God  reign  over  your  household  &  your  lives  &  health 
be  precious  in  his  sight— 


You  &  Mary  were  too  prompt  in  your  chk  for  $ao  and  Sio- Im¬ 
mediately  on  my  return  home,  I  gave  Elizabeth  the  §  i  o  and  told  her 
that  it  was  Irom  Mary— and  you  know  I  am  always  wanting  you  to 
Pl't  your  hand  in  your  pocket  for  me-Will  you  buy  &  dig  to  me, 
Two  Copies  of  the  “Prince  of  the  Mouse  of  l)avid’’-\\rrite  in  one, 
Mrs  Looc  Baker,  from  her  sincere  friend,  E.  E.  Stuart”,  in  the 
other,  ' M .  E.  Baker,  from  Mother”  “The  Gospel  in  Ezekiel”  and 
write  W.C.B.  from  his  sincerely  attached  E.E.S.”— &  buy  Capt. 
Vickers-  lor  the  children,  who  will  understand  it— Robert— Mary  G 
1  Jessie :  G  please  get  a  pretty  Book  for  each  ol  the  precious  little  ones 
and  give  them  from  Grand  Ma— I  hope  dear  Bessie  is  strengthened 


by  her  journey— I  could  write  two  sheets  full,  but  1  dare  not— I  have 
been  pretty  ill— 


My  blessed  Mary,  my  heart  and  head  are  with  you  by  day  G  by 
night-how  fortunate  that  my  body  is  not-I  have  Mrs  Thompson, 
but  I  do  not  do  as  well  with  her  as  formerly — She  is  too  willing  to 
Americanize— 

Oh,  how  1  want  to  talk  to  you— Perhaps  we  may  be  permitted  to 
meet  again,  when  I  dare  say  I  shall  make  Mr  Baker  laugh  as  heartily 
when  I  told  him  of  Uncle  Alex— G  Scotts— 


Farewell  lo  you  both,  with  much  love,  also  to  dear  Kid,3  whose 
brother  was  here  this  Morning— I  could  not  see  him— 1  had  only  just 
got  up  G  1  could  not  get  ready— all  well— Mrs  Lyell  as  she  was— 


[E.  E.  Stuart] 


1  i  he  Oflicc  of  Naval  Records  &:  Library  of  ihe  U.S.  Navy  Dept,  gives  the  date  of 
this  sailing  of  the  “Relief”  as  Sept.  (3,  i8.yG. 

2  “Memorials  of  Captain  Hcdley  Vicars,  Ninety-Seventh  Regiment.”  By  Catharine 
Marsh.  Published  1856. 

3  Miss  McKid. 
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Dear  Son— 


Detroit,  Sept.  1  (>,  1856 


A  sadness  pervades  our  Neighborhood— Mrs  Newberry,1  wile  to 
Mr  Towle’s  partner,  only  married  one  year,  I  am  told  very  beauti¬ 
ful  a  grand  Musician  and  great  Singer,  led  the  choir  in  jelF.  Avc. 
Chh.  died  very  suddenly  in  full  health,  left  an  infant  1  e*  hours  old— 
her  parents  lei  1  their  home,  to  come  and  open  house  here  lor  their 
only  child! ! 

Mrs  Nall,-  right  opposite,  a  sweet  lively  Christian,  an  only  child, 
her  widowed  Mother  had  lei t  her  home  to  be  with  her— alter  the 
birth  ol  her  child,  she  sank  and  alter  fourteen  days,  died  leaving  two, 
one  two  years,  one  fourteen  days,  but  her  chamber  was  privileged 
beyond  the  common  walk  ol  life— it  is  said  by  those  who  witnessed 
it  that  it  was  indescribable— She  warned— She  comforted— she  re¬ 


joiced,  all  according  as  they  needed,  and  when  she  would  become 
exhausted,  would  say,  Oh  give  me  something  to  enable  me  to  speak 
to  Souls,  and  honor  my  precious  Savior— Who  would  dare  mourn 


for  such?— 

Mrs  Mallock’s  poor  Mother  has  at  last  entered  her  rest— Much 
love  to  my  dear  Mary,  all  the  children,  and  Miss  Mackid,  to  whom 
I  will  write  as  soon  as  I  can— Mrs  I  .yell  just  as  she  was— With  much 
love  to  you,  dear  Son,  ever  your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 


E.E.S. 


Dear  Johnny3  is  in  bed  every  other  day  with  chills  and  fever.— Sarah 
is  better. 


1  Mrs.  John  Stoughton  Newberry,  first  wife  of  J.  S.  Newberry  died  Sept,  11,  185b 
leaving  one  son,  born  Sept.  1,  i8r,G. 

-  Mrs.  Janies  Nall,  Jr.  died  August  30,  185G,  aged  25  years. 

:i  John  Stuart,  son  of  l)a\  id  and  Sarah  Stuart,  born  Jan.  4,  1 84 7. 


Detroit,  Sept,  20,  1856 

Dear  Son— 

1  am  glad  poor  Mary  gave  satisfaction  in  her  party— Was  it  not  a 
little  Presbyterially?  Where  were  Mr  &  Mrs  Irwin?1  and  Mr  and  Mrs 
Tyng?-  She  and  you,  too,  must  keep  an  eye  to  that,  for  religion’s  sake 
the  older  I  grow,  the  more  I  am  impressed  with  the  saddening  influ- 
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ence  on  the  Chh.  of,  I  am  of  Paul,  &  1  of  Appollos-May  God’s  bless¬ 
ing  i est  upon  you  both,  and  oil  your  household,  then  she  can  not 
fail  to  make  you  happy,  and  you  her— 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  much  my  blessed  Looly  occupies  my  mind— 
I  am  all  the  time  inventing'  something  to  get  oil  from  crawling— 
1  talked  ol  a  “ Go-Curl ”  all  last  summer,  but  gave  it  up— he  is  so  dar¬ 
ing  a  Hoy,  that  1  feaied  alter  lie  should  become  accustomed  to  it, 
he  m ig lit  i  un  it  recklessly,  and  stumble  with  it !  il  he  should,  his  last 
state  would  be  worse  than  the  first,  it  might  kill  him — I  le  is  a  sensible 
reasoning  child,  &:  if  taught  all  the  danger  8:  probability  of  a  lall,  he 
might  use  caution  Oh,  do  let  us  all  make  it  a  continuous  subject 
o!  prayer,  knowing  that  when  on  Earth,  our  loving  pitying  1  leavenly 
Father  never  did  refuse  one,  but  healed  all  who  came,  unless  it  is 
best  for  him  and  for  you,  and  for  all,  he  will  hear  &  answcr-A  kind 
ol  desperate  feeling  pervades  my  heart— it  distresses  me  more  now, 
than  when  he  was  younger  and  could  not  help  himself— Oh,  do  be 
faithful  with  his  Callysaia  8c  Phosphate-1  have  great  faith  in  both— 
If  we  have  a  valuable  or  valued  article  marred,  how  it  troubles  us! 
and  to  see  so  beaut  il  u  1  a  piece,  so  lovely  a  ch  i  1  cl  as  lie  is,  it  wn ngs  my 
heart— Mis  go  cart  should  be  made  to  spread  as  wide  at  the  bottom 
as  will  only  let  him  pass  through  doors,  else  lie  may  upset  it— It  is 
almost  equal  to  crutches  and  much  safer — old  time  children  were 
taught  to  walk  with  them— 

My  love  to  Mary  and  tell  her  I  have  so  much  to  say  to  her,  that 
I  must  write  separately  to  her— 

Love  to  kind  Miss  McK  &  all  my  precious  little  ones— While  I  was 
sick,  they  tell  me  I  talked  and  seemed  to  be  in  much  trouble  about 
my  little  Kate— I  had  some  horrid  dreams  of  her— her  shoulder  dis¬ 
located,  the  blade  in  front,  and  her  arm  over  her  head— She  had  lost 
a  leg,  was  hobbling  on  crutchcs-my  brain  as  usual,  very  active  about 
nonsense— 

I-ovc  to  you,  dear  Son,  from  Yours  sincerely, 

E.E.S. 

1  Rev.  Dr.  &:  Mrs.  Irving.-Dr.  Irving  was  the  Pastor  of  the  First  I’resh)  icrian  Church 
of  Morristown,  installed  Nov.  5,  1855. 

Rev.  Mi.  R:  Mrs.  James  II.  1  yng.  lie  was  the  Rector  ol  the  1  pi.stojtal  Church  of 
the  Redeemer,  at  Morristown.  Mr.  Baker  was  a  member  of  that  Church. 
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Detroit,  Sept.  14 (i,  1 85(1 

Dear  Son— 

1  had  just  mailed  a  letter  to  you,  when  your  kind  favor  of  itjih 
was  handed  me,  and  since  I  have  mailed  one  to  Mary,  which  is  my 
apology  for  leaving  yours  so  long  unnoticed— 

Dave  is  expected  to  morrow,  when  1  will  get  a  letter  from  him, 
lor  Towle  Sc  1 1.  Porter— Will  you  cl  ft ,  just  such  a  Note  of  introduc¬ 
tion,  for  me  to  copy,  for  Mr  Towle  to  present  to  Messrs  Haird  &  Gat¬ 
lin  &  Williamson?  1  feel  as  you  do,  anxious  to  have  things  once  more 
all  straight— 

I  have  heard  nothing  from  Gotheal  since  1st  May— in  looking  over 
his  A/c  1  see  once  or  twice,  he  has  made  committances  as  late  as  two 
months  after  being  due— 

1  am  troubled  about  the  Frazer  Deed— What  can  1  do  about  it? 
I  would  not  send  it  to  you  while  you  were  in  the  mountains,  fearing 
that  it  might  miscarry,  and  waited  until  1  got  your  letter,  written 
the  very  day  you  arrived  home,  when  1  mailed  it— There  seemed 
to  me  to  be  such  a  quantity  of  writing  to  be  done  to  give  you  a  cor¬ 
rect  idea  ot  all  about  it,  that  it  proved  a  “Lion  in  my  way’’,  and  I  sent 
all  to  you— Francis  remembers  distinctly  having  mailed  it— 

I  believe  1  wrote  you  that  I  had  really  begun  a  bedroom  down 
stairs  for  myself— the  Jacob’s  Ladder  to  my  room,  would  in  an  other 
year  make  me  helpless,  it  bringing  on  infirmities  which  1  am  too  old 
to  combat  with— Mary  would  say,  “Why  not  make  the  Hack  Parlor 
a  bed  room— it  is  too  exposed,  too  public— it  is  to  cost  about  $500— 
Yesterday,  Mr  Allen  called  to  tell  me  that  his  Cellar  was  Idled  with 
water  (i.c.)  from  two  to  three  feet,  and  that  it  was  so  offensive  that 
it  would  breed  sickness— he  had  011  his  own  account  had  two  men 
at  work  two  days,  and  could  not  line!  the  drain,  thought  it  not  right 
for  him  to  be  at  the  expense  of  remedying  the  injury.— Mr  Hills  in 
the  same  manner— he  has  gone  from  Detroit,  &  let  his  house  to  a 
family  who  have  not  yet  moved  in— I  suppose  the  opening  of  the 
drain  will  cost  me  between  $15  and  $20— it  seems  that  there  was  no 
general  sewer  made,  when  those  houses  were  built,  simply  a  short 
one  made  by  the  owners  of  houses  in  Elizabeth,  Sc  Park  Street  now, 
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the  chains  will  he  led  into  the  grand  Sewer,  on  Woodward  Ave — 
13  feet  deep,  and  Mr  A— says,  can  never  again  give  trouble— 

I  am  sorry  that  the  business  gives  you  so  much  trouble— I  have 
always  been  deeply  sensible  ol  it — 1  by  telling  you  every  nonsense, 
have  probably  added  unnecessarily  to  it,  now  in  this  my  nisi',— You, 
nor  Mr  I  owle,  nor  I,  can  do  nothing  in  it— 'J  lie  drain  must  be  there, 
and  ol  course,  it  is  the  Landlord’s  business  to  put  it  there,— I  am  not 
'Willing  to  put  the  business  111  Mr  I  owle  s  hands — I  can  nut  see  any 
use  in  it  11  anything  is  wanted  to  be  done,  it  will  all  have  to  be 
referred  to  you  in  the  end— he  will  come  to  me,  and  1  certainly  wrill 
go  to  you,  for  my  decisions— Now,  I  can  always  go  to  Mr  Towle  for 
legal  business— the  rest,  except  giving  you  an  A/c  ol  money  pd.  & 
recieved— &  invested,  would  be  done,  even  il  he  had  all— When  1  get 
imbecile  enough,  to  be  cheated,— or  cheat— or  waste— or  “marry  some 
Brother  that  will  make  you  (me)  think  it  dooty”,  then  J  authorize 
lor  you  all,  to  be  appointed  guardians,  to  take  care  of  that,  which 
caused  too  much  care,  labor  &:  comfort,  lor  me  to  lightly  or  remorse¬ 
lessly  squander— I  will  give  him  every  information  that  1  am  capable 
of,  about  the  property,  as  circumstances  occur  to  call  lor  it— before 
he  goes  to  Wisconsin,  1  will  get  what  papers  there  are  that  he  may 
understand  what  he  is  about— 

I  wish  clear  Eliza  could  spend  the  winter  with  me— 1  believe  Sarah 
expects  one  of  her  sisters  this  fall— would  you  be  afraid  to  trust  her 
with  them?  I  think  1  would  take  good  care  of  her— I  am  sorry  to  hear 
of  the  chills  continuing— 

My  love  to  Mary,  Miss  McK— and  all  my  blessed  children— My 
heart  and  mind  are  in  Morristown,  but  I  am  a  very  bad  member  of 
Society  when  there— 

Always  make  my  kind  regards  to  Mrs  Raker  &  all  the  family,  when 
you  sec  them— 

With  much  love  to  you  clear  Son,  ever  believe  me. 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 


E.  E.  Stuart 
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Detroit,  Sept.  1*7,  1 8r.G 

Misses  M.  B.  &  E.  Baker,1 

My  precious  dearly  beloved  daughters— 

Yesterday,  I  meant  to  have  written,  and  sent  this,  hut  1  was  hind¬ 
er’d  until  it  became  so  dark,  that  1  could  scarcely  see  to  finish  one, 
which  1  had  begun  to  your  father  and  my  dear  little  Kate- 

Dear  Mary,  when  I  think  ol  your  being  in  your  fourteenth  year! 
it  seems  incredible,  but  it  is  so,  and  how  soon,  when  the  days  lor 
study  and  mental  cultivation,  will  be  encumbered  with  many  other 
things,  your  brightest,  best  days  for  that  will  be  past— You  are  so 
thoughtful  and,  I  hope,  conscientious,  that  from  me  you  need  not 
one  word  to  urge  you  to  preparing  here,  to  accomplish  much,  in  the 
u  ay  ol  your  educ  at ion,  you  know  how  much  we  all  expect  lroin  you  — 
\\  hat  I  say  to  Mary,  my  sweet  Bessie,  I  say  to  you— You  arc  only 
two  years  Sister  Mary’s  junior— you  will  not.  1  am  sure,  disappoint 
our  fond  hopes.  On  the  example  ol  you  two  dear  sisters,  very  much 
depends  the  success  of  our  sweet  little  three,  Eliza,  Bessie-  and  Kate 
—  In  all  your  getting,  my  blessed  children,  be  sure  to  get  wisdom, 
which  is  to  be  obtained  simply  by  asking— 

Dear  Eliza,  you  used  to  remember  Grand  Mother  by  sending  me 
a  verse  every  week  written  with  your  own  dear  little  fingers— will 
you  not  continue  this?  Yesterday,  1  read  over  several  of  these  little 
verses  from  you  and  many  from  Mary  &  Bessie,  some  written  while 
at  Mr  Bacon’s  school— Now,  my  dear  daughters,  Grand  Mother  can 
not  consent  to  be  forgotten  by  you,  and  you  will  certainly  forget  me, 
unless  you  write  to  111c— 1  am  very  happy  when  I  sit  and  think  of  you 
all  and  ol  the  goodness  of  God  toward  us  all,  in  again  opening  your 
pleasant  home,  where  you  can  surround  your  kind  father  and  your 
dear  "Amity  Mother’"'*  with  bright  eyes  and  happy  hearts,  truly 
“God  has  taken  my  sweet  children  up”,  And  now  is  it  the  fondest, 
unchanging  wish  of  your  heart,  that  the  Lord  God  of  Your  parents 
may  be  your  God?  I  believe  it  is,  and  now  in  the  morning  of  life, 
when  your  hearts  are  tender,  your  affections  fresh  and  ardent,  dedi¬ 
cate  yourself  to  be  the  Lord’s  in  time  that  you  may  meet  an  unbroken 
family  in  I  leaven,  not  one  missing! 

Grand  Mother  has  got  a  large  circle  of  dear  ones  in  1  leaven,  and 
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STUART  LETTERS 


when  my  little  ones  get  there,  You  will  know  them  all— You  will  see 
as  you  are  seen,  8c  know  as  you  are  known— Will  you  not  make  it  part 
of  your  solemn  daily  duty  to  teach  Bessie,  Kate  8c  Looly,  one  sweet 
verse,  either  Bible  or  Hymn— Dear  Mary  and  dear  Bessie,  before 
you  were  as  old  as  either,  you  both  knew  a  great  many  hymns  and 
verses  from  the  Bible— Freely  ye  were  given  to,  Freely  give— Dare 
not  wrap  your  talents  in  a  Napkin— do  your  work  as  you  go  on— do 
not  wait  for  an  other  season— You  may  be  the  honoured  instruments 
of  leading  the  little  ones  to  the  dear  Savior— Sing  with  them  every 
evening,  just  before  Bed  time— Let  them  see,  that  you  have  a  realiz¬ 
ing  sense  of  the  worth  of  the  Soul— You  all  have  a  happy  faculty  of 
imparting  instruction— always  remember  to  whom  much  is  given, 
much  is  required— 

I  wish  you,  my  three  dear  girls,  every  day,  at  least  morning  8c  eve¬ 
ning,  to  pray  to  God  to  teach  you  how  to  live  for  Him,  and  bless  our 
dear  suffering  Looly,  and  if  consistent  with  his  purpose,  to  do  as  he 
did  when  on  Earth,  touch  his  Lame  Leg  and  bid  disease  depart,  and 
give  him  the  power  to  walk— 

I  wonder  if  I  shall  ever  have  you  all  around  me  in  my  own  home 
once  more— Oh,  how  I  wish  1  could  go  this  afternoon  and  take  tea 
with  you  all  8c  give  8c  get  all  around  a  sweet  Kiss,  which  you  must  do 
for  me  all  round— and  give  much  love  to  dear  Aunty,  Papa,  and  M  iss 
McKid— and  always  to  Mrs  Stitcs  and  family— Sherman  8c  Taylors— 

Aunt  Sarah  and  all  hers  are  well,  but  Johnny,  who,  my  dear  Eliza, 
as  you  arc,  is  afflicted,  with  chills,  8c  looks  wretchedly— 

You,  of  course,  have  read  how  all  children  who  love  the  blessed 
Savior  and  love  to  honor  him,  by  sending  the  knowledge  of  him 
over  the  whole  world,  through  Missionaries,  have  an  opportunity  of 
having  “stock”  (Papa  will  tell  you  what  that  means)  in  a  Missionary 
Ship,  which  if  they  can  get  money  enough,  the  A.M.F.4  Board  mean 
to  build,  to  keep  on  purpose  for  the  Savior’s  service— 

Now,  ask  your  father  if  he  will  please  give  you,  dear  Mary,  Bessie 
and  Eliza,  and  Looly,— dear  Bessie  and  dear  Kate,  each  Two  Dollars 
from  Grand  Ma,  so  that  if  you  have  a  desire  to  put  your  fortune  in 
this  Missionary  Ship,  you  can  do  so— I  believe  it  will  pay  great  inter¬ 
est,  better  than  any  other  Stock  in  the  world— When  it  is  completed 
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7  1!) 

and  ready  lor  Sea,  will  you,  my  three  dear  ones,  write  to  Grand 
Mother  and  tell  her  all  about  it? 

W  ith  much  love  to  you— and  daily  prayer  that  you  may  now  in 
the  days  ol  your  Youth,  remember  and  live  for  your  Creator,  Re¬ 
deemer  &  Savior— Ever  your 

Affectionate  G.  Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart 

W'lien  you  see  dear  Robert,5  give  my  love  to  him  and  tell  him 
1  hope  1  shall  sometime  have  a  long  visit  from  him— I  wish  he  would 
write  me— 

1  Mary,  Bessie  k  Eliza  Baker— 

-  Little  Bessie  was  Bessie  Turner,  the  daughter  of  Mary  &:  George  Turner. 

8  “Aunty  Mother”  was  their  aunt  &  step-mother,  Mary  Turner  Baker— sister  of 
their  mother,  Kate  Stuart  Baker. 

1  American  Foreign  Missions  Board. 

0  Robert  Stuart  Turner. 


Detroit,  Sept,  ay,  1 85 (> 

Dearest  Son— 

Your  always  composing  letter  is  just  handed  me— altho  li  was  Sab. 
night  instead,  after  getting  in  bed,  composing  my  mind,  1  lay  and 
wrote  to  you,  and  I  built,  and  did  everything,  but  marry  &:  give  in 
Marriage— I  went  to  bed  with  a  fervent  wish  that  I  had  Pope’s  power 
of  infalibility— 

I  he  poor  G.1  Chh.  is  Bankrupt  and  sorrowful— I  have  not  reed, 
their  interest— they  are  about  selling  their  Chh.  and  because  to 
Negroes,  I  would  not  release  the  individual  security  I  had,  all  of 
whom  are  honest,  strugglingChristians,  absolutely  contending  single 
handed  for  the  purity  of  the  Gospel— They  are  day  Laborers— They 
have  pd  off  every  thing  but  my  Mortgage— I  shall  be  pleased,  if  they 
can  meet  with  a  good  sale  for  it— C.  A.  Trowbridge  paid  his  $200 
well  McGraw  too  pd  his  $  1 50— 

I  thank  you  lor  sending  to  your  Mother  the  Book— I  think  Mary, 
B<  .sic  K-  Eli/a  will  be  very  iinicli  pleased  with  it— 
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STUA  li  T  LETTERS 


I  am  exceedingly  troubled  about  the  Frazer  papers— Tell  me  what 
plan  to  pursue,  to  recover  them— I  thought  I  would  go  to  Broadhead, 
tell  him  Francis  remembered  putting  them  in  thc.OHice,  &  write  to 
the  Dead  Letter  Office,  Washington— 

Please  give  my  love  to  Mary  &  tell  her  if  she  could  look  in  upon 
me  day  by  day,  site  would  quickly  understand  why  she  docs  not  re- 
cieve  my  letters  as  punctually  as  1  wish  her  to— Tell' her,  I  should 
think  myself  demented,  and  1  am  sure  others  would,  were  1  to  si l 
down  &  tell,  what  I  do— 

We  arc  forbidden  to  trumpet  our  gifts— mine  are  so  insignificant 
— 1  am  rather  afraid  I  am  written  parsimonious— I  try  to  wrong  none, 
but  I  find  each  think  that  I  do  nothing — one  thing  1  know,  except 
in  going  to  Morristown  once  a  year,  I  am  mighty  careful  to  allow 
myself  no  Luxury— In  building  a  Bed  room  down  sta'irs,  1  am 
troubled  about  the  expense,  but  when  I  refer  it  to  Mr  Stuart,  I  hear 
him  say,  Build  it,  if  you  want  it,  and  here  I  try  to  leave  all  my  indi¬ 
vidual  actions,  else  I  would  not  know  how  to  act— 

My  love  to  Miss  McKid  and  all  my  blessed  children— 1  low  my 
heart  is  gladdened  that  my  blessed  Boy  is  in  his  Go  Cart— a  strange 
coincidence,  that  you  and  I  should  have  thought  of  the  same  thin" 

1  dared  not  suggest  it,  for  fear  it  might  prove  a  velocipede-God 
grant,  that  il  it  be  best,  it  may  prove  a  means  of  restoring  his  Limb 
to  use— I  can  not  tell  you  how  constantly  he  is  in  my  mind— happy 
for  him,  that  you  are  so  patient,  and  have  such  a  rich  talent  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  his  happiness— This  world  is  a  sad  lonely  wilderness  to  his 
naturally  bouyant  spirit— Oh  tell  him,  I  wish  Papa  would  bring  him 
with  him,  when  he  comes  to  Detroit— You  sec,  ‘  I  am  lotting  on  your 
coming” — 

Sarah  and  all  hers  well— Love  to  all  my  your  friends— From  your 

Sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Tell  me,  do  you  think  Looly  will  straighten  his  Leg? 


1  German  Church. 
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S  T  U A  R  T  I.  E  T  TE  R  S  7r, , 

Detroit,  Oct.  •> nd,  185(1 

Dear  Son— 

Our  City  is  in  a  Hustle— a  grand  Fair— an  immense  Mass  Meeting 
— d’om  1  Innnb  and  carriage,  and  suit— the  Grand  Cinderella  Circus 
— Panoranuna  of  the  Russian  War  and  last— Catholic  Fair  lor  Or¬ 
phans— they  always  come  in  on  every  occasion— every  hole  ol  accom¬ 
modation  is  Idled,  and  men  going  from  door  to  door  begging  "for  a 
Night’s  Lodging”- 

I  have  retd,  a  lew  lines  from  MrGotheal  enclosing  Chk  for  :>  1  .jq.89 
—My  income  decreases  every  year— he  did  not  send  a/c  but  1  suppose 
its  May  R  leasing  of  Houses— increase  of  Taxes  Rc— 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  offer  to  purchase  furniture  Rc— I  have 
already  changed  my  mind  R  believe  had  either  written  you  or  Mary 
to  that  effect— It  is  not  only  great  risque  of  breaking,  but  detention, 
R  perhaps  loss  altogether— 

6th— My  love  to  Mary— please  tell  her  that  Mrs  F.  Moore1  is  dying, 
perhaps  has  gone  this  morning— she  was  speechless  yesterday— 

Mrs  Ledyard  has  been  complaining  for  about  two  months,  today 
goes  to  St  Katherine’s,  hoping  to  be  benefitted— 

Mrs  Biddle,  with  her  sister,  has  gone  to  Elizabeth  Town— on  Sat¬ 
urday  I  sent  her  Lavinia’s  letter,  to  get  her  opinion  whether  I  should 
invite  her  here  for  the  winter— Oh,  these  family  divisions  really  will 
shorten  my  lile— I  am  truly  unhappy— 

My  love  to  the  dear  children,  1  will  soon  write  to  them— To  Miss 
McKid,  please  tell  her  that  Mrs  Lyell  remains  just  so,  thinks  of  going 
into  the  new  house— 

1  dreamed  last  night  of  our  dear  Looly— looking  very  well  &  happy 
—crawling  about  very  joyously— 

1  recieved  a  few  lines  from  your  Mother  yesterday,  acknowledging 
rcct  of  Hook,  with  which  she  &  “they  are  all  delighted’’— compli¬ 
ments  me  on  selection  and  again  speaks  of  Goodrich  on  prayer— 
1  might  as  well  live  in  Kamschatca  as  here,  for  Hooks— I  wish  you  to 
get  lor  yourself  R  be  kind  enough  to  pay  the  Hook  man  for  one  for 
me,  R  tell  him  to  send  to  me  by  Mail,  R  ch.  all  to  me,  if  you  please— 
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Mr  Clarke  says  it  is  “Christ  in  History”— Miss  Rockwa  ll  says  “Cocl 
in  1 1  istory” 

With  much  love  to  you,  ever  believe  me, 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Mi'..  Franklin  Moore.  She  ilieil  October  i  itli  of  consumgiion. 


My  wing  goes  on,  but  1  am  too  old  &  too  nervus  to  begin  any  thing 
but  what  I  have  Cash  in  hand  to  pay  for— I  am  afraid  to  touch  a  Hol¬ 
lar,  lor  fear  that  when  it  is  done,  which  will  be  in  six  weeks,  1  may 
have  to  say,  call  again— I  shall  feel  happy  when  1  can  see  in  my  link 
Hook  $6oo  on  the  Cr  side— 

My  love  to  all  the  dear  children— 1  shall  write  them  all  as  soon  as 
I  can— Do  when  you  write  speak  particularly  ol  all  Espec  ially  poor 
little  lonely  Looly— You  know  my  intense  anxiety  about  him,  I 
know  you  think  it  the  weakness  of  old  age,  but  indeed  it  is  not— 
1  believe  it  is  a  Mother's  individual  love  and  fear  for  him— he  is 
always  before  me— 1  have  given  up  every  earthly  hope  of  his  recov cry, 
but  not  prayer— here  is  my  hope— his  father  has  nobly  given  up  to 
Christ  all  will,  and  has  attained  so  perfect  an  acquiesans  in  Cod’s 
will,  that  “il  it  be  the  means  ol  preserving  him  from  moral  deform¬ 
ity”,  cheerfully  he  says,  thy  will  be  done— Feed  him  on  Callyrea  and 
phosphate— Sj  let  us  pray  that  il  consistent  with  Cod’s  plan,  that  he 
may  be  restored  to  soundness  of  Limb  and  health— 

You  never  speak  of  dear  Bessie  any  more  than  if  she  were  not 
mine— Do  you  not  know  by  telling  of  their  little  sayings  and  doings, 
I  can  the  better  keep  their  growth  and  improvement  in  my  mind? 

And  dear  Bob,  you  make  him  an  alien  with  me,  when  does  that 
vacation  begin,  when  1  am  to  have  a  visit  from  him? 

Tell  all  the  children  that  Crand  Mother  loves  them  and  sends 
them  a  kiss— With  love  to  you,  dear  Mary,  and  daily  prayer  that  Cod 
will  dwell  in  youi  House  and  be  your  guide,  ever  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 

Sarah  has  just  come  in— all  arc  well  there— and  she  S:  I  are  going 
to  our  graves  (to  the  Cemetery)— 
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fr  r  .1 
/  ;)/> 

Detroit,  Oct.  7,  1856 

Dear  Son- 

On  enquiry,  I  find  that  omitting  to  pay  o?ie  instalment,  forfeits 
all  our  Copper  Stock— Mr  Towle  thought  that,  as  we  had  pd  so 
much,  it  would  be  better  to  avoid  forfeiture,  so  he  pd  for  me  on  the 
bill  $108— he  says  we  have  already  pd  $14  per  Share— 

Your  letter  of  the  7 1  h  is  just  recicved— I  reed,  the  'Frazer  Deed 
from  J.  Porter,  since  that  he  invested  the  $3000,  After  which  1  wrote 
to  him  &  asked  for  his  Bill— he  “ had  no  Till  against  me”,  so,  that 
shuts  1  he  door  against  my  ever  troubling  again— 

Mr  Lyell  says,  that  by  writing  to  the  Post  Master  General,  he  has 
often  recicvcd  lost  Papers— Can  it  be  that  our  Det.  Letters  are  sent 
via  Philadelphia  to  Morristown?  Mr.  Broadhcad1  says  they  are— 
I  do  not  believe  it— at  any  rate,  I  think  I  will  write  to  Washington— 

I  shall  write  immediately  for  that  letter  to  David,  for  Deed  from 

I I  tunes  Porter- 

Much  love  to  Mary  the  dear  children— I  am  not  sorry  that  de¬ 
ltas  given  up  the  Go-Cart,  should  he  have  upset  himself  in  it,  it  would 
probably  have  killed  him— 1  believe  firmly  in  the  providences  of 
God— 

My  love  to  Miss  Mackid— Mrs  Lyell  just  as  she  was— I  must  stop, 
after  begging  you  to  accept  much  love  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 

1  Mr.  T.  F.  Brodhead,  the  Postmaster  of  Detroit. 


Detroit,  Oct.  9,1  1 856 

Dear  Son— 

Mary  wrote  me,  of  your  embassy  to  Trenton— I  am  not  exactly 
with  her  in  feeling,  I  do  not  think  a  seat  in  the  U.S.  Senate  would 
make  you  one  peg  higher  than  you  now  are— but  I  know  God  raises 
up  men  for  the  immergency,  and  the  Chh.  I  believe  make  it  an  un¬ 
ceasing  prayer  that  he  will  give  us  Rullers  who  fear  God  and  will 
keep  his  commandments— Men  of  sound  Mind,  and  discretion,  who 
will  deliver  our  Country  from  the  trouble  that  fools  &  wicked  poli- 
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ticians  have  plunged  us  in — In  that  light,  I  really  rejoiced  to  hear 
tliat  you  had  consented  to  go  to  1  renton — ‘‘Coining  e\  ents  cast  their 
shadows  before”— looking  at  it  in  that  light,  l  rejoice  that  you  have 
consented  to  be  numbered  among  the  lovers  ol  Country  who  will 
endure  latigue,  See  to  get  things  once  more  right— 

1  need  not  tell  you  how  it  gladens  my  heart  that  Mary  is  what  you 
hoped  lot ,  a  help  mate  and  one  to  contribute  to  your  happiness,  one 
m  whom  you  can  salely  trust  your  all — this ,  is  what  Cod  designs  in 
the  perfect  institution  of  Marriage,  and  sorrow  all  oiu  life,  must, 
and  will  be  ours,  if  we  negligently  or  wilfully  fail  in  accomplishing 
the  end  My  daily  prayer  to  God  is  that  he  may  be  the  Rullcr  in 
your  House,  and  that  every  member  may  be  found  as  stars  in  the 
crown  of  Cx-  rejoicing— Eternity  is  all  that  we  should  live  for— 

Mrs  Franklin  Moore  is  to  be  buried  to  day— 

Cass  is  as  much  engaged  in  canvassing  the  State,  as  il  he  were  only 
beginning,  instead  of  ending  life!!  I  suppose  he  has  often  said  Go 
thy  way  for  this  time — It  is  a  terrible  risk  to  wait  the  convenient 
season! ! 

Give  much  love  to  Mary —  I  ell  her  Robert '  his  friend  seem  very 
happy— the  friend  is  a  good  deal  amused,  to  see  how  the  young  ladies 
beset  him,  and  bow  indifferently  he  rccieves  their  attentions— 

Mr  David  Jones  of  Green  Bay  died  two  weeks  since-Boor  Mr  and 
Mrs  1  Eastings  leave  here  tomorrow  hoping  to  recover  their  health— 
1  tear  we  shall  never  see  them  here  again— They  have  sold  their  prop¬ 
erty— Sorrow  has  cut  short  their  life,  they  are  as  dejected  as  any 
I  ever  saw— 

I  am  always  disappointed  when  you  do  not  name  the  blessed  chil¬ 
dren— Oh,  always  say  something  of  my  blessed  little  pilliable  Looly 
—sometimes  I  have  faith  to  believe  that  he  will  get  well,  Sc  be  a  valu¬ 
able  honored  member  of  Society;  &  then  my  heart  sinks,  and  I  fear— 
quickly  I  can  say,  begone,  unbelief,  if  it  be  best,  God  can  Se  will 
restore  him— 

Mary  wrote  me  of  the  scene  between  her  and  my  precious  Kate— 

I  hope  Mary  will  have  courage  to  completely  subdue  her,  into  im¬ 
plicit  obedience  under  the  eye  of  God— Love  alone  is  our  hope  for 
her  early  conversion— 
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I  rel  ieved  a  letter  from  Miss  Coxe— she  said  she  hoped  in  Novem- 
to  pay  Mary  a  visit ,  that  she  had  “reed  a  very  sweet  letter  from  Mary’’, 
fee— seems  to  take  a  great  interest  in  the  children— I  low  it  rejoiced 
my  heart  to  learn  that  your  Mother  was  so  surprized  and  pleased  at 
the  great  improvement  in  those  blessed  children— 

Remember  me  kindly,  if  you  please,  to  Miss  Kid— Much  love  to 
the  dear  children— all  friends  at  Morristown,  and  the  New  York 
family— Robert  says  Love  to  his  Mother,  rememberance  to  the  young 
ladies— 

With  much  love  to  you,  dear  Son,  ever  your 

Sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 

If  to  be  had,  will  you  get  for  yourself,  and  tell  the  Book  seller  to 
send  me  a  Copy,  and  pay  for  each,  “The  Suffering  Savior”  by  Krum- 
niacker,  and  if  you  please,  at  the  same  time,  let  me  know  how  much 
1  owe  you,  and  I  will  make  arrangement  to  pay— 

E-  ' 

1  Dale  obviously  incorrect.  Context  indicates  this  letter  should  follow  letter  of 
(hi.  II,  1 8r,f). 

-  Christ. 

:i  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  visiting  his  grandmother  in  Detroit. 


Detroit,  Oct.  i  i,  1856 

My  very  dear  Mary— 

A  It  ho  it  is  past  my  bed  time,  yet  1  am  not  willing  to  sleep  until 
1  have  told  you  that  Robert  has  safely  arrived  and  seems  very  well, 
and  very  happy— 

Your  long  and  very  welcome  letter,  too,  has  arrived— I  was  greatly 
afraid  that  I  had  lost  it  in  the  Mail  which  was  burnt  the  day  before, 
and  in  noticing  its  contents,  T  will  meet  them  as  your  father  always 
would  my  reformatory  Curtain  Lectures,  “Ah,  Mamy,1  you  cannot 
make  Gold  out  of  iron— I  am  an  iron  man,  don’t  know  any  other 
way”— Now,  1  say  to  you,  you  can  not  bend  the  Knotted  Oak— and 
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return,  I  am  going  to  read  you  a  Lecture  (i.e.)  for  the  Inline,  please 
to  regulate  your  own  household  and  not  mine-  When  young  Gentle¬ 
men  are  going  to  favor  me  with  their  company,  please  do  not  inter- 
lei  e  wit  h  them,  by  telling  them  what  they  must  do  L  what  not— jest¬ 
ing  apai  t,  I  low  could  you  charge  that  dear  Boy  not  to  1  >1  ing  his  It  iend 
to  his  Grand  Mother’s  house?  Oh,  Mary,  do  you  not  know  that  these 
are  the  very  trifles  in  life  that  go  to  form  character?  See  how  you 
clinked  the  waimth  ol  youth,  crushed  the  spirit  ol  hospitality,  in¬ 
duced  a  Misanthropic  spirit  and  deprive  him  of  sell  esteem— Now, 
k  t  me  tell  you  how  the  poor  blessed  boy  acted— 1  suppose  from  his 
own  Mother -his  Grandmother's  daughter!  lie  is  taught  that  his 
Grand  Mother  is  selfish,  old,  humdrum,  who  does  not  care  for  any 
body  s  happiness  but  her  own— dare  not  invite  a  friend  with  me  to 
her  house  &c-He  went  to  the  Biddle  House,  dear  fellow,  and  left 
him  t hue,  and  came  home,  and  alter  the  how  do  yous  were  over, 

I  said,  Lobei  t,  where  is  your  I r lend?  “  1  o  tell  you  the  truth,  Grand 
Mother,  1  did  not  ask  him,  I  left  him  at  the  Biddle  I  louse,  but  I  am 
mighty  glad  you  have  asked  for  him”.  “Why.  Son,  1  am  ashamed  of 
you,  don’t  stop  one  minute,  go  down  and  bring  him  up-Why,  what 
w  ill  he  think  ol  you?  1  le  laughed  &  said,  J  told  him  to  go  m  t here, 

1  wished  to  go  for  a  few  minutes  and  would  return,  so  lie  will  not 
think  it  strange”.  Now,  concicve  how  that  dear  Boy  must  have  lelt 
until  he  found  a  happy  welcome  lor  lus  Iriencl — Now,  please  never 
make  any  ol  my  Grand  children  feel  that  mine  is  not  their  home, 
to  leel  in  and  act  in  as  il  it  were  their  own— It  is  all  that  1  live  for, 
il  I  can  contribute  to  their  happiness — 


About  5  o  clock  Lizzy  Ledyard  came  in,  evidently  nuclei  excite¬ 
ment  Altei  a  while,  1  said,  Lizzy,  I  am  expecting  Robert  this  cve- 
ning  —she  sprang  up,  &  said,  "There  I  was  betting,  yes  Mrs  Stuart, 
belting  with  Charlotte  that  he  would  not  be  here,  and  she  bet  that 
he  would  She  saw  him  on  I  hursday  at  the  falls  —  I  lie  Carrs  came 
in  late,  so  Lizzy  could  not  welcome  him— He  and  his  friend  are 
sound  asleep— Rob  coughs  badly,  but  he  has  got  a  Bottle  of  Cough 
Mixture  and  sliced  Lemmon  and  sugar,  and  1  think  will  get  along— 
Oh,  how  much  I  think  of  the  Quaker  woman’s  Sermon,  "La  me, 
how  foolish  young  men  arc,  in  loosing  their  valuable  time  in  running 
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alter  the  girls,  if  they  would  stay  at  home,  the  gals  would  certainly 
mu  after  them”.  1  only  wonder  young  men  are  as  modest  and  unas¬ 
suming  as  they  arc — I  am  shocked  to  sec  the  lamiliarity  used  towaid 
young  gentlemen  by  very  young  ladies,  absolutely  challenging  gen¬ 
tlemen  to  take  liberties  with  them  and  here  is  the  1  eason  that  gei 1 1  le- 
nien  do  not  manifest  more  respect  for  ladies  than  they  do— I  saw  him 
kiss  a  lady  as  he  bid  her  goodnight  at  the  gate!!  Poor  Ma  used  to  say, 
one  bad,  or  bold  woman,  is  worse  than  one  bad  Man— 1  wish  Mary, 
Bessie  &  Eliza  to  read  this— 1  want  my  little  girls  to  be  so  distant,  with 
every  he,  as  they  will  never  dare  approach  them  but  with  respect 
no  lamiliarity,  it  always  produces  contempt  in  gentlemen,  lor  such 
a  female— a  Lady  can  never  be  free  with  a  gentleman— 

My  blessed  rebellious  little  Kitty,  I  trust  she  is  subdued  into 
obedience— Mr  Finney  says  an  unsubdued  child  is  seldom,  il  ever, 
converted,  a  well  disciplined  child  is  from  her  habitual  obedience 
at  home,  prepared  to  obey  Christ  and  early  become  a  useful  Chris- 
t ia n — I  low  great  the  sin,  then,  in  not  laboring  to  make  (lnldien 
perfectly  obedient —  1  know  Abraham,  that  he  will  command  his 
household”— 

Mrs  Davenport  is  reaping  the  fruits  of  her  discipline— her  children 
rise  up  and  call  her  blessed,  all  are  now  doing  for  themselves,  help¬ 
ing  her,  and  line  promising  members  ol  Society— Our  dear  children 
must  be  taught  obedience,  implicit— they  will  all  be  happier  and 
loved— 

Mrs  Moore  died  this  morning-very,  very  happy  for  the  last  two 
weeks-Mrs  Lyell  just  as  she  has  been  for  the  last  eleven  months- 

My  love  to  Miss  Mackid-and  all  the  dear  children-Tell  dear 
Mary  soon  1  will  answer  her  letter,  and  my  poor  dear  Bessie  &  Eliza 
again  to  be  visitted  with  those  dreaded  chills!  Love  and  a  kiss  to  dear 
Looly— Bessie  8c  Kitty-Fell  them  Gand  Ma  will  send  them  each 
very  soon  a  letter— I  hope  they  are  dear  good  obedient  children  to 
poor  Mama,  who  loves  them  so  much— 

Always  remember  me  in  love  to  my  Morristown  friends-I  wish 
you  would  speak  to  Miss  Condit  of  that  beautiful  present  that  her 
Sister  made  Kitty— I  mean  in  time  to  present  her  Baby  with  some¬ 
thing— it  is  soon,  it  will  appeal  like  ”  1  alfy  came  to  my  house,  Kc. 
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I  bewail  a  letter  today  to  Mr  Maker,  but  was  iiVtei  rupted— I  shall 
leave  now  until  next  week— My  best  love  to  him,  and  tell  him,  if  it 
does  not  interfere  with  his  spirtuality,  I  too  would  love  to  hear  of 
bis  being  sent  to  the  Senatc-We  want  suc  h  Men  in  this  dreadful 
crisis-God  i earing,  God  honoring,  Christ  loving  Men -I  do  not 
believe  that  he  could  ever  become  suflicientl)  ol  a  politician  to  wean 
bim  from  bis  Master- By  faith  he  stands— 

With  love  to  you,  dear  Child,  &  daily  prayer  that  you  may  grow 
in  grace,  and  in  strength,  to  discharge  every  duly  as  unto  God 

Ever  your  Affectionate  Mother, 

E.K.S. 

Do  you  not  think  this  deserves  a  Cr  Mark-it  just  strikes  eleven, 
and  my  neck  aches,  and  1  am  so  sleepy— Kindness  to  all  the  Kitchen— 

1  “Mamy”  was  Robert  Stuart’s  pet  name  for  his  wife,  illi/abclii  Stuaii. 


Detroit,  Oct.  1 8,  1 85 (i 

My  very  dear  Son— 

1  catch  myself  quarreling  because  you  are  interested  in  Politics, 
>el  evciy  day  ol  my  life  I  pray  to  God  to  give  us  Rubers  who  fear 
God,  and  will  keep  his  commandments— and  hateful  sell  comes  in,  & 
1 1  lghtens  me,  because  it  takes  from  me  some  ol  my  strength — 1  am 
tilraid  to  write  for  fear  of  a  Letter  being  reed  Mai  Apropos,  &c. 
Drowning  men  catch  at  straws-as  do  I— If  J  do  not  put  down  to  you 
c\ciy  idea,  it  wot  1  ics  me,  and  I  think,  suppose  1  should  die  suddenly, 
then  he  will  know  nothing  of  this  or  t  hat— 

\\  ill  you  a  1  id  Mai  y  1  ead  ca  re  fully,  and  let  me  know  your  opinion 
of  it,  Numbers  27th  Chap.  6  to  9  verses.  The  Bible  we  believe  “is 
g  1  \  c  11  to  1  is  I < )  1  111st  1  uc t ion ,  1  cproof  &rc —  Do  not  let  ns,  w  1 1 1 1  011  r  open 
Bible,  be  governed  by  our  own  wisdom— 'To  go  wilfully  against  its 
directions  is  like  a  Ship  putting  to  Sea  without  a  compass— You  see 
I  cast  all  my  burthens  upon  you— Oh,  do  be  patient  and  bear  with 
me,  to  whom  can  I  go  but  to  Thee— 

1  owle  could  not  relieve  me,  he  could  not,  would  not  act  without 
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me— I  would  not,  could  not  act,  without  Thee,  so  all  would  stand 
just  as  it  does— When  you  consented  to  take  the  business,  Mr  Stuart, 
only  a  week  before  he  died,  said,  “Well,  I  am  thankful,  now  1  am  at 
ease,  I  shall  have  no  more  trouble’’ 

J  have  heard  nor  seen  nothing  of  David,  since  I  wrote  for  that 
letter  to  Humes  Porter— One  of  my  old  passing  lessons  in  false 
Syntax  was  “Patience  and  perserverance,  like  faith,  removes 
Mountains”— 

Our  Atmosphere  is  so  impregnated  with  Smoke  that  our  eyes  and 
head  ache  all  the  t  ime,  and  paint,  walls  R:c  are  being  much  injured— 
Do  you  remember  about  three  years  ago,  when  we  arrived  here,  our 
dear  John  and  every  invalid  had  suffered  from  the  smoke,  the  woods 
around  us  all  being  on  Fire?  I  suppose  this  is  now  the  case. 

Yours  of  1  r,th  is  just  reed— I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  prompt¬ 
ness,  and  as  usual  lias  removed  a  monstrous  trouble  from  my  heart, 
head,  relative  to  the  Frazer  Papers— I  will  put  it  immediately  in 
Porter’s  hands— 

2  i st — 1  have  had  Mrs  McClausen,  Scotch  Minister’s  wife  from  the 
Country,  staying  with  me  for  a  few  days— she  left  this  morning— Mr 
Kenny  came  last  evening— all  this  is  for  Mary’s  information— tell  her 
that  last  week  lie  sent  me  a  beautiful  pot  of  Putter  by  express— 
Augustus  left  yesterday  and  left  his  shawl  behind  him,  and  poor 
Robert  is  like  a  Fish  out  of  water  without  1  i is  friend— 1  am  glad  that 
he  has  decided  on  Army  life,  it  is  only  where  he  will  be  happy— May 
God  direct  his  steps,  he  is  the  child  of  Prayer,  and  I  have  faith  to 
believe  that  such,  unless  they  become  very  wayward,  will  be  kept, 
guided  and  claimed  by  a  covenant  keeping  God— He  is  a  good  boy, 
but  I  think  needs  association  with  Men— 

Tell  Mary  &:  Miss  Kid  that  Mrs.  Lyel  moved  on  Saturday— Sarah 
got  her  Bed  made— her  room  in  order,  cheerful  fire  burning— China, 
Glass  &c  all  arranged  in  Closscts— the  family  all  home  to  supper  with 
her— and  sent  Mrs  L’s  over  on  a  waiter— Mr  L— appears  astonishingly 
well  &:  cheerful— If  I  can  get  out,  I  expect  to  get  there  this  afternoon— 
If  Mary  can,  without  troubling  your  Mother,  get  me  just  such  a 
1  hit  (Bombazeen)  as  she  wears,  also  one  of  Miss  Martin’s  Caps,  1  shall 
be  inexpressibly  obliged— the  hats  &  Caps  here  are  not  decent,  all 
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made  lay  Seivant  Maids,  with  their  minds  written  upon  every  stitch, 
Cannot  it  be  done  by  note  without  making  any  one  go?  and  let  the 
makers  send  both  to  me  by  express,  only  bear  in  mind  my  big  head— 
and  then,  may  I  beg  you  to  send  my  Hill  of  all  I  owe  you— I  am  aware 
that  I  am  troublesome— 

Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  attend  to  what  I  wrote  the  children 
about  the  Mission  Ship,  and  see  that  every  one  gets  their  Cert  ilicate, 
and  I  dale  say  they  have  some  for  little  ones,  who  might,  be  led  to 
learn  of  these  things  by  each  giving  away  simple  certificates  in  the 
name  of  each  Make  Looly,  E — Bessie — 8:  Kate  understand  what  they 
are  about— 

My  love  to  each  ol  them— Oh,  how  my  heart  longs  to  be  among 
them— When  I  left  Morristown,  I  thought  that  1  was  too  old,  and 
too  shattered  ever  again  to  brave  the  climate  which  was  certainly 
unli  iendly  to  me,  but  God  willing,  I  hope  once  more  to  see  them 
there,  and  upon  your  own  plan  “give  you  something  to  think  of  dur¬ 
ing  winter"— 

1  01  you  to  take  Eooly  to  St  Catherine’s  early  in  Spring — the  cures 
effected  are  miraculous— Mr  Ledyard  runs  up  Stairs  like  a  Boy— 
I  see  nothing,  with  God  s  blessing,  to  hinder  Kooly’s  being  entirely 
restored— I  believe,  could  1  see  that  blessed  boy,  well  and  able  to 
take  his  place  joyously  with  other  children,  that  I  could  be  perfectly 
happy— but  Oh,  how  his  present  condition  weighs  011  my  heart— 
May  God  restore  him,  is  my  unceasing  prayer— 

I  he  little  Epis.  Chh.  has  at  last  settled  a  Min ister1 — M r  Carpenter 
tells  me  that  he  is  a  decidedly  unconipromizingly  holy  Man,  a  Mr 
Chipman  lrom  Astoria— the  Bishop  utterly  opposed  to  him,  for  which 
they  are  expecting  trouble;  if  so,  from  what  little  he  said,  and  with 
great  caution,  I  gather  that  il  they  find  him  what  they  hope  and  the 
Bishop  opposes,  they  mean  to  be,  or  act  without  reference  to  the 
Bishop— He  said,  perhaps  you  are  not  aware  of  it,  and  we  never  speak 
ol  it,  but  our  Bishop  and  we  are  two  parties  separated  widely  from 
each  other—  We  hope  that  a  separation  never  will  take  place,  but  he 
must  not  attempt  to  drive  us  to  measures,  for  which  we  find  no  plea 
in  the  Scriptures— I  told  him,  of  course,  I  must  not  give  an  opinion, 
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but  I  wished  them  God  speed— They  have  lost  much  of  their  Congre¬ 
gation,  but  hope  that  the  strayed  may  be  brought  back— 

My  love  to  all— Robert  is  writing  to  his  Mother  so  1  will  not— He 
has  just  come  from  Dr  Stuart’s  from  having  had  that  thing  cut  out 
of  his  cheek— appears  like  a  man— Dr  says  that  it  will  leave  no  mark— 
With  much  love  to  yours  ever  your 

Sincerely  attached  Mother 

E.E.S. 

1  Rev.  Tapping  Reeve  Chipman  was  Rector  of  Christ  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
South  side  of  Jefferson  Avenue  between  I  fastings  &:  Rivard  Streets. 


Detroit,  Oct.  25,  1 85b 

My  beloved  Son— 

1  am  distressed  beyond  measure  at  David  taking  no  notice  of  my 
Letter,  my  hope  is,  that  being  absent  from  Chicago,  he  has  not  re- 
cieved  my  letters— We  have  not  heard  of,  nor  from  him,  in  three 
weeks— 

Last  night,  Mrs  Rates  was  here,  they  have  just  had  settled  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  U.S.  precisely  such  a  case,  as  our  question  of 
Grand  Haven  Claim— only,  in  our  case,  the  water  overllowed  our 
Land,  and  in  theirs,  the  Sand  drove  up  into  the  River,  and  presented 
them,  she  says,  with  50  or  Go  acres  of  ground  (i.e.)  Sand  Soil,  grown 
out  on  their  Water  Lots— this  is  good  for  us— 

28th— Robert  has  just  come  in  from  having  found  Hyde— lie 
laughed  &  told  Robert  that  he  had  reed  my  dun,  but  was  coming  up 
here  with  Tom,  to  endeavor  to  get  me  to  foreclose  the  Mortgage— 
$100  is  due  since  18th  ins!  it  seems  that  the  property  has  past  from 
his  hands  to  others— 

2()th— I  have  just  reed  your  truly  welcome  letter  of  the  29th— I  am 
glad  to  find  that  Roe  is  all  clear— he  is  an  honest  Man— but  sickness 
threw  him  into  confusion,  and  I  of  course  partook  of  it— 

I  thank  you  for  your  frank  Sc  prompt  answer  in  relation  to  “minis¬ 
ters”—  it  is  exactly  my  own  view— we  have  no  business,  with  our  own 
“views” ,  when  we  in  sincerity  come  before  God  in  prayer— Lord, 
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what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do?  It  is  to  get  rid  of  sell',  and  preconcicvcd 
opinions,  that  we  go  to  the  Word  of  God  in  search  of  right  principles 
to  guide  us— and  when  our  own  views  of  right  are  confirmed  by 
friends  in  whose  principles  we  have  implicit  confidence,  we  are 
strengthened  to  do  the  right,  fearlessly— 

I  am  \ ci )  much  like  the  Man  m  the  fable,  who  tried  to  carry  the 
Ass— In  trying  to  please  all,  1  came  short  of  pleasing  any— Oh,  edu¬ 
cate  your  children  only  on  one  principle.  What  will  God  think?  Not 
as  1  was.  What  will  the  world  think?  What  will  People  say?  K.c  It  is 
a  terrible  snare  for  a  Christian!  and  ever  will  be  a  Stumbling  Block- 

Oil,  what  a  clog  my  poor  Dave  is  to  his  Mot  her,  in  business  matters 
—It  is  nearly  four  weeks  since  we  have  seen  or  heard  any  thing  of 
him— I  dared  not  venture  to  propose  Mr  Towle  going  to  Madison, 
lor  fear  that  in  his  absence  it  might  be  found  necessary  to  send  him 
elsewhere— What  a  rare  jewel  is  promptness  N  punctuality— all  these 
light  trials  should  serve  to  discipline  us  for  higher  &  more  exalted 
stations,  but  it  seems  to  me  instead  of  improving,  I  am  sinking  into 
imbecility-Corroding  care,  fear  of  things  getting  into  confusion 
through  me,  building  this  awful  room  fcc  has,  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt,  brought  on  me  a  severer  attack  of  Ast Inna  than  I  have  had  in 
\ ears— I  never  close  my  eyes  alter  two  until  about  seven,  time  to 
get  up— 

I  thank  you  for  being  willing  to  go  on  the  Kincaid  business— 
I  assuie  you  1  fully  appreciate  all  you  have  done  N  are  doing  for  me, 
ahho,  I  recicve  it  all  apparently  ungratefully— but  what  can  I  say!! 

\  oil  must  only  look  in  the  Book  of  the  Angel  over  the  Right.  Shoul¬ 
der,  &  then  learn— Now  that  you  will  go  after  that  hateful  business 
and  I  feel  none  can  do  it  but  you— wait  until  Congress  has  convened, 
and  take  Mary  with  you — I  should  like  her  to  see  it  in  session — and 
our  Estates!!  (R.  &:  E.  S’s)  Shall  pay  all  expense— 1  hear  her  say,  “Yes, 
Mother  makes  a  Pack  Horse  of  you,  and  is  afraid  of  me,  and  means 
to  stop  my  mouth  from  growling  by  throwing  me  a  piece  of  Cake!” 
No,  I  think  she  will  improve  by  the  trip— not  Physically,  but  intel¬ 
lectually— I  fear  my  letter  is  too  long,  it  will  tire  you— 

With  much  love  to  you,  and  daily  prayer  that  God  will  be  unto 
you,  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification  &:  complete  redemption— 
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\\7hcu  he  wants  Men,  he  moves  them  to  action— You  are  by  nature 
no  Politician— and  if  God  means  to  make  you  one  of  our  rubers,  He 
means  good  lor  our  Nation— the  hearts  ol  all  are  in  his  hands,  and 
his  People  are  crying  aloud,  only  for  one  thing,  that  he  would  give 
us  Rollers,  who  lear  God  &  keep  his  commandments  “that  we  may 
be  a  Nation,  whose  God  is  Lord”— 

Farewell,  dear  Son,  ever  your 

Attached  Sc  Obliged  Mother, 

E.F..S. 

Alter  my  letter  was  closed,  a  Tax  gatherer  was  here,  to  collect 
Taxes  on  Mary’s  personal  property,  $40— Of  course,  I  knew  nothing, 
I  told  him  that  if  Mrs  B— had  property  here,  pers.  property  on  non¬ 
residents  was  never  1  axed— il  so,  they  would  drive  all  Loans  from 
the  State— I  would  write  to  Mr  11— tell  him  give  answer  Sec —  lie 
said  he  hoped  it  would  be  prompt— I  told  him  lie  might  be  sure  of 
that— he  said,  Mr  Baker,  of  course,  knows  that  if  provision  is  not 
made  to  pay,  that  I  will  seize  the  Property,  wherever  found— I  sup¬ 
pose  they  have  been  searching  records,  Sec— Oh,  these  Locos  are  a 
hungry  set  — 

Latitude  io°-iq'  South 
“ Rebel’’  at  Sea,  October  3  1,  185b. 

My  darling  Nelly,1 

1  his  day  As’e  are  55  days  out,  But  at  last  we  hope  the  charm  is 
broken.  We  now  have  a  lair  line  breeze,  and  in  the  last  24  hours  have 
run  200  miles.  We  have  now  onlv  800  miles  10  run,  this  we  ought 
10  accomplish  cenainh  in  r,  da\s.  >o  b\  next  l  l\u\ sd. in  owning  l 
think  we  may  now  calculate  upon  riding  quietly  at  anchor  in  the 
beaut ilul  harbor  of  Rio.  If  we  can  only  then  receive  letters  from 
home,  how  happy  we  shall  all  be,  But  I  fear  my  dear  Nelly  does  not 
think  enough  ol  me  to  write  in  so  short  a  time  after  our  sailing,  Yet 
1  shall  hope  to  be  one  of  the  lucky  ones,  until  I  am  disappointed, 
which  I  hope  will  however  not  be  the  case. 

1  took  cold  about  a  week  ago,  and  it  has  settled  in  my  teeth.  So  I 
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have  and  have  had  for  about  a  week  a  horrible  tooth  ache,  which 
almost  drives  me  crazy.  What  I  am  to  do  I  cannot  conceive,  for  if  I 
have  to  join  the  brig.  I  shall  be  wet  all  the  time  and  the  idea  of  suffer¬ 
ing  constantly  with  the  tooth  ache,  is  too  horrible  to  think  of.  How¬ 
ever,  as  I  have  enough  else  to  fret  and  worry  me,  I  shall  not  think  of 
these  trifling  ailings.  How  strange  it  is  that  I  so  constantly  dream 
of  home,  either  yourself  or  one  of  little  darlings,  invariably  appear¬ 
ing  to  me.  I  do  not  wish,  or  intend,  dearest  Nelly,  to  close  this  my 
8th  at  sea.  As  we  have  nothing  to  write  about  our  letters  cannot 
help  proving  irksome,  so  shall  write  but  little  from  day  to  day  until 
we  arrive,  when  I  hope  to  be  able  to  announce  my  good  fortune  in 
getting  transferred  from  the  “Bainbridge”  to  the  “Germantown”. 
For  today,  then,  dearest  Nelly,  adieu. 

Yrs.  ever,  Bob. 

Evening.  What  infamous  luck  we  do  have.  Here  an  hour  ago  we 
were  running  off  8  or  9  knots  with  a  fine  fair  wind,  now  it  is  quite 
calm  and  raining  in  torrents.  The  rain  I  presume  is  for  my  especial 
benefit,  as  I  have  the  first  watch.  A  day  or  two  since,  by  way  of  seeing 
who  had  had  the  most  rain  during  our  watches,  since  leaving  New 
York,  it  turned  out  l  had,  having  had  two  weeks  and  four  days,  con¬ 
stant,  that  is  counting  every  rain  watch,  right  along,  this  is  too  much. 
We  did  hope  when  we  got  down  here  in  these  Southern  Latitudes, 
to  at  least  have  good  weather,  but  even  in  this  are  we  disappointed. 

1  ea  is  now  ready,  after  which  I  must  dress  for  my  watch,  so  I  must 
say  Good  Night. 

November  1st,  56  days  out. 

Dearest  Nelly, 

We  had  a  horrible  night  of  it,  I  assure  you,  it  rained  until  about 
9  o’clock,  8c  then  commenced  blowing  very  heavily,  and  a  very  heavy 
sea  got  up,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  take  nearly  all  the  sail  off  the 
ship.  We  made,  however,  out  of  it  a  very  fair  run. 

In  thinking  of  your  house2  this  morning,  My  dear  Nelly,  one  or 
two  suggestions  occurred  to  me,  which  may  not  be  amis  to  mention. 
In  the  selection  of  an  oil  cloth  for  your  hall,  I  would  not  pick  out 
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one  with  a  small  figure,  because  the  hall  being  a  large  one,  a  small 
figure  would  cause  it  to  look  low  &  shabby.  The  same  holds  good  in 
the  selection  of  parlor  carpets,  particularly  for  the  lower  floor.  The 
oil  cloth  should  neither  be  too  dark  or  too  light,  and  if  you  can,  by 
all  means,  buy  an  English  one.  The  American  ones  are  not  worth 
a  cent,  and  only  prove  an  expense,  as  a  new  one  is  required  every 
year,  or  so.  Ask  the  man  who  puts  it  down  what  is  the  best  thing  for 
washing  and  preserving  it.  Do  not  lorget,  before  putting  down  your 
carpets,  to  wash  the  floors  well  with  strong  alum  water,  R;  lor  a  foot 
in  breadth  around  the  room,  paint,  the  floor  with  corrosive  of  sub¬ 
limate,  R:  you  will  never  have  a  moth  in  your  carpets. 

It  is  so  rough  and  there  is  so  much  motion  on  the  ship  1  cannot 
write,  so  must  close  for  the  day.  Goodbye  dearest  Nelly  &  with  many 
kisses  believe  me, 

Yrs, 

Bob 

No.  8)  Let  me  know  whether  you  receive  all  my  letters  and  if  all 
come  in  regular  succession.  Bob. 

1  Lett  cl-  written  by  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  to  his  wife  Ellen  Cairns  Stuart.  Original 
owned  by  Helen  Stuart  Marlatt. 

-  House— “Locust  Knoll”  being  built  at  Roslyn,  Long  Island  on  part  of  the  estate 
of  Mr.  X  Mrs.  Cairns,  parents  of  Ellen  Stuart,  by  Robert  and  Ellen.  The  lawn  was 
shaped  like  a  heart,  and  Robert  called  it  “Nelly’s  heart.” 


Nov.  3rd,  1856. 

My  darling  Nelly,1 

I  have  not  written  for  two  or  three  days  for  the  simple  reason  that 
I  have  not  been  able  to,  ha\  ing  been  actually  sick  with  my  tooth  a<  lie. 
I  have  never  suffered  so  much  in  my  life,  my  face  has  been  swollen 
up  to  three  times  its  natural  size,  and  our  stupid  Dr.  cannot  or  will 
not  draw  it.  lie  tells  me  it  must  be  split  out.  When  1  get  to  Rio,  it 
must  come  out  somehow,  I  care  not  how,  for  I  would  as  willingly 
die,  as  to  suffer  as  I  have  for  the  last  ten  days. 

Our  trade  wind,  My  dearest  Nelly,  has  been  serving  11s  very  hand- 
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soincly.  We  have  made  during  the  past  24  hours,  the  best  day’s  run 
we  have  had  since  leaving  New  York.  We  are  this  day  58  days  out, 
and  I  think  without  doubt  now  Thursday  evening  we  shall  let  go 
our  anchor  in  Rio,  which  will  make  us  Sixty  days  out  exactly.  ( )uitc 
long  enough.  Not  expecting  so  long  a  passage,  our  Caterer  did  not 
lay  in  an  over  abundance  of  stores,  so  for  the  last  two  weeks  we  have 
been  on  very  short  commons,  having  nothing  but  salt  pork,  tea, 
coll ecfc  dry  bread.  /  did  very  well  on  this,  howeter,  until  a  week  ago 
when  the  onions  gave  out.  I  never  eat  my  pork  and  onion  without 
thinking  of  the  old  lady.  Yet  you  may  say  to  her  that  1  lear  1  shall  be 
obliged  to  eat  so  much  salt  beef  and  pork  this  cruise  that  1  shall  not 
feel  like  joining  her  in  it  again  for  some  time.  I  think  1  will  send  y on 
home  a  bag  of  Rio  colfce,  if  not  by  this  ship  1  will  by  the  “German¬ 
town”,  a  bag  of  best  washed  Rio  colfce  will  weigh  1  ho  lbs.  R:  cost 
about  $18.,  and  ought  to  last  about  one  year  in  our  family,  or  at  least 
Six  months.  Whatever  1  send  home,  my  dear  Nelly,  1  will  put  in  my 
green  chest,  that  is,  all  I  can,  R:  send  you  the  Key  in  a  letter.  If  I  send 
my  glass  home,  don’t  let  it  get  broken,  for  1  need  never  buy  another, 
as  long  as  it  lasts.  If  your  Mother  or  Jessie-  want  a  bag  of  the  colfce, 
let  them  pay  you  the  money,  and  I  will  get  it  and  send  it  home.  1 
mention  this  because  I  know  you  will  want  every  cent  you  can  raise,3 
and  as  1  am  going  to  be  very  economical,  1  can  save  the  ami.  out  of 
my  pay,  after  my  allotment,  in  a  short  1  hue,  and  this  is  the  only  means 
of  getting  the  money  to  you  from  Rio  that  1  know  of.  Should  1  come 
across  anything  I  think  pretty  for  your  house,  and  1  can,  1  will  get  it. 
We  have  many  chances,  you  know,  of  picking  up  little  things  which 
are  always  ornamental.  1  will  write  to  Purser  Rittcnhouse  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  ask  him  to  get  for  me  four  or  live  of  those  Mas- 
sina  figures,  such  as  the  beggar  we  have.4  Me  can  have  them  sent  home 
by  any  merchant  ship,  directed  to  the  care  of  George  or  James  Post.5 
I  do  not  recollect  the  No.  of  James’  house  in  39th  Street,  but  1  can 
have  them  sent  to  Lucky  office  in  Nassau  St.  I  think,  my  dear  Nelly, 
I  have  in  a  previous  letter  spoken  of  your  Will.  You  ought  to  attend 
to  it  before  it  is  too  late. 


Evening,  half  past  8.  We  are  bowling  it  oil  ,  dearest  Nelly  in  gallant 


;  \  X  V  ;  \  v  /■,  \  '  \  '\  / 


ttii  i  '.!>  j«Il  ,Aiurod  |  £  liftij  iflj  ^iir  ub  jL»i;mj  avurl  i»W  tf!  >rno* 
'*  '  !  7/  4  «  (  l  >  HI-  III.  :  < 

i> hi  2 >» i  i  .  mJfeiD  ‘ux<  .up},  mj  ft  i;  tol  <*  ^fii » ''  j/  >  io/  .ifguoin  *mkiI 
•j/i  l  ivMftwi  j  ..i -xll  j».l  cv.  /  >.oi  !-  ..»•  iwirjdn  n. o  ne  ni  {/;! 

*1  Ihil  I  1  j  lit  r>fl  oj  (  u  iw  r/f  ybftl  bio  3»lj 

:  i  l>/f  •  :  I  .7  II  h  I  .  •'  (  *11  -II.!  .  .  i’i  i-  .  flilij  j 

,‘yt  i)  kH  lo  -i  d  if/ 1  r  t  j\  > i  -iHoy  If  li  *6  %(HjI  ts 

uni  ii  J  1  mi;  I  i;  li  j-j  II  ff  i  bin:  /vnoai  •: i J  la  //.  I  /ri-jrll  :jf 

k  y I . ;  *.  .li  'I  J  J>M.  a  )  ..  i  *  >l.:  flit  *  2 *  1  ,v  i  rr 

J !  V  t  /f  f/  <1  o  • 

.a  i  Hi  /  I  .<■«  >  1  i.  fi  iio/1  a;  y  lot  /mi<i  Jn  ih  I  iirlif.'x i^o nn 

■  . .  i !  i  .  i-r i 

v<  'li--)'  i  ;  t(  •'  j  j.  .-ill  >mfib  <]  i  rl^.  uiKflTf'jM  yin,  v>l 

i"  )  :  iv  nil  ,  ‘JW  4  V>ui;s|_  •;>  .<>/  ill  I  >  llo  Oi  Jon  <>b  I 

.  t-j.  »  b  yii  ,Jinfj  1  .1/  .’laet'-f  of  •>>$<>  /7m,r  oj  fnMirreril  v/r.»l 
2>ir»|i.  o»  i  >7  Hi’//  no  -  lo  fioJorj/t  rji  .»{  oioivoirj  /  ni  avial  1 


vii*j  .  i.-  m  >  tlr  v  .  'fly,.  ,i  ‘  .8  i?r.  •  llr.fi 


STUART  LETTERS 


style,  I  assure  you,  which  causes  all  to  wear  a  happy  smile.  We  are 
running  oil  8  miles  an  hour  with  all  the  petticoats  spread  the  old 
lady  can  hear,  and  lor  the  last  three  days  she  appears  anxious  to  im¬ 
press  us  favorably  as  to  her  sailing  qualities,  but.  1  fear  she  has  left  it 
until  too  late  a  day.  I  Iowever,  as  the  old  saying  goes,  “We  must  praise 
the  bridge  that  carries  us  over  safely”.  There  is  time  enough,  how¬ 
ever,  yet  lor  her  to  trick  us.  Yet  now  that  we  are  within  400  miles 
I  can  hardly  doubt  but  that  our  arrival  in  Rio  is  at  least  safe  &  sure, 
but  we  have  really  had  a  hard  time  of  it.  Having  so  few  men  as  we 
have  has  kept  11s  very  busy,  and  in  fact  often  and  often  as  olficer  of 
the  deck  have  we  been  obliged  to  take  hold  of  a  rope  and  work  as 
hard  as  any  ol  them  for  our  own  safety.  I  did  this  until  my  hands  were 
all  blistered  S:  I  swore  oil  that  1  would  not  haul  on  another  rope,  and 
so  far  I  have  not,  neither  shall  I.  It  is  quite  enough  for  me  to  use 
my  skill  Sc  judgement  without  any  manual  labor,  the  Government 
do  not  pay  me  for  it,  and  shan’t  do  it.  * 

1  his,  dear  Nelly,  may  be  the  last  letter  I  shall  be  able  to  send  you 
for  some  time.  I  have  sent  you  letters  now  already  thro  France,  Eng¬ 
land  N  sent  some  to  Rio  to  be  shipped  from  there,  so  by  the  time  you 
receive  this,  il  you  receive  all  the  others,  you  will  have  heard  often 
enough  from  me  for  some  time.  Yet  I  flatter  myself,  My  dear  wife, 
that  they  arc  always  welcomed.  Our  dear  little  ones  1  hope  occasion- 
all)  think  and  speak  ol  their  poor  papa  who  is  so  far  away  from  them. 
Do  you  ever  shew  them  on  the  map  where  I  am?  I  hope  they  are  very 
good  and  kind  to  you,  their  dear  Mama.  I  shall  not  love  them  if  they 
at  e  not.  How  does  poor  Marguerita®  get  along?  Is  she  happy  Sc  con¬ 
tented?  Good  bye  now,  dearest  Nelly,  for  the  present. 

Novr.  5th.  Since  writing,  dearest  Nelly,  we  have  been  doing  remark¬ 
ably  well—  I  oday  at  noon  we  shall  only  be  about  160  miles  from  Rio 
and  from  our  present  prospect  we  will  certainly  get  in  tomorrow 
evening.  Since  having  so  nearly  finished  this  sheet,  I  shall  now  com¬ 
plete  it,  and  add  a  half  sheet  on  our  arrival.  I  was  thinking,  clearest 
Nelly,  this  morning  of  you  and  recollected  your  saying  that  you 
thought  that  two  rooms  in  the  garret  would  be  enough.  The  two  will 
be  enough  for  servants  sleeping  rooms— But  you  must  have  another 
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one,  say  on  the  North  side,  lor  a  Store  room,  and  in  it  should  he  a 
scuttle,  or  put  it  on  the  South  side  under  the  scuttle.  You  cannot  that 
1  can  see  do  without  it. 

I  shall  send  home,  dearest  Nelly,  two  hags  of  Colfee,  the  one 
marked  with  a  cross  thus  I-  will  he  the  very  hest  washed  colfee,  and 
if  you  put  it  away  in  a  dry  place  &  keep  it,  it  will  improve.  The  second 
hag  is  the  same  coffee  except  that  it  has  not  been  picked  over  &  con¬ 
tains,  as  does  all  coffee,  some  refuse  matter,  and  costs -only  one  half 
what  the  washed  costs— Yet  use  whichever  you  please.  1  would  not 
give  it  away  because  you  happen  to  have  a  quantity  of  it,  for  there  is 
110  telling  when  you  will  get  another.  At  all  events,  you  cannot  again 
get  it  so  cheaply.  I  shall  send,  il  I  do  not  go  to  Pernambuco  and  send 
or  carry  you  home  some  of  their  preserves,  they  are  said  to  he  the 
handsomest  in  the  world. 

I  hope  and  pray,  dearest  Nelly,  tomorrow  l  may  hear  Irom  you. 
Good  bye  now,  dearest  Angel,  kiss  our  sweet  little  ones  for  me,  and 
my  love  to  your  Father  and  Mother,  and  with  much  for  yourself,  &: 
many  kisses,  dearest  Nelly,  believe  me,  my  darling  “bird”. 

Your  devoted  husband, 

Robt.  Stuart 

1  Letter  written  by  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  to  his  wife,  Lllcn  Cairns  Stuart.  Original 
owned  by  Helen  Stuart  Marlatt. 

-  Jessie  Cairns  Willis,  sister  of  Ellen  Cairns  Stuart. 

•‘  The  Stuarts  were  building  a  new  house  in  Roslyn  to  replace  the  one  recently 
burnt. 

4  These  are  the  two  Sicilian  figures,  boy  and  girl,  now  owned  by  Helen  Stuart 
Marlatt. 

5  James  Post,  business  agent  for  Mrs.  Cairns. 

c  Marguerita— the  Italian  nurse  who  returned  with  the  Stuarts  from  Italy.  She  came 
from  the  village  of  Sarzana. 

Detroit,  Nov.  12,  1856 

Dear  Son— 

Your  favor  of  the  11th  ins.  containing  your  severe  repremand, 
was  handed  me  last  evening— Some  of  mine,  which  might  have  ap- 
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peared  presumptuous,  was  from  having  rccicved  the  impression  that 
you  had  decided  on  sending  Mary  somewhere  in  the  Spring,  and 
knowing  your  dread  of  Cath.  influence  in  the  N.York  Schools,  took 
the  liberty  only  to  let  you  know  that  there  was  a  Protestant  school, 
on  the  same  plan  as  those  of  N.York,  and  kept  by  Italians,  the  Lan¬ 
guage  of  the  School  French  and  altogether  entirely  superior  to  those 
ol  N.York,  &  that  “Mdiu.  was  a  decided  Christian,”  all  these  1  had 
been  told  before  l  wrote— since,  1  have  been  informed,  that  she  is  a 
communicant  in  the  Episcopal  Chh.— 1  needed  no  assurance,  to 
know,  that  neither  Mary,  nor  any  other  one,  had  either  seen  or  heard, 
or  knew  of  my  letter  to  you,  had  I  not  had  implicit  confidence  in 
you,  it  would  not  have  been  sent  as  it  was— Until  now,  I  have  all  my 
life,  had  one  in  whose  judgement  1  could  rely,  more  than  upon  my 
own,  having  submitted  to  that  judgement  it  has  always  yielded  me 
peace— To  your  judgement,  and  not  with  the  shadow  of  a  doubt, 
but  that  Kitty  was  more  wisely  taken  care  of,  than  she  could  be  with 
me,  but  in  a  disturbed  state  of  mind,  thought  it  was  my  duly,  to  at 
least  offer,  to  make  one  less  in  the  Baby  House,  for  Mary’s  care  and 
anxiety— I  rejoice  in  your,  and  the  blessed  children’s  complete  hap¬ 
piness— My  daily  prayer  to  God  is  that  you  &  your  household  may  be 
sanctified— I  have  seen  no  reason  to  regret  having  written  just  as  1 
did— and  feel  much  anxiety  and  indeed  sorrow,  removed  from  my 
own  heart  Xj  head,  from  having  done  it— 

Love  to  all  &  much  to  yourself— 

Your  sincerely  attached, 

E.E.S. 


Detroit,  Dec.  16,  1856 

Very  dear  Son — 

Only  this  morning,  just  before  your  truly  welcome  favor  of  13th 
ins.  was  handed  me,  1  thought  “If  I  do  not  quickly  write  to  Morris¬ 
town,  acknowledging  rcct  of  and  thanking  them  for  the  beautiful 
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Bi acelct,  Mai  y  will  be  in  dud  jean  and  denounce  me  (or  being  like 
all  the  others— (i.e.)  “get  all  I  can,  and  feel  no  gratitude  to  the  con- 
leiiei  /  ad  in  ned  the  Bracelet  exceedingly,  but  1  know  nothing  ol 
such  things— Evidently  Mrs  Pitcher  and  Sister  were  agreeably  sur¬ 
prized  at  “so  beautiful  a  present’’— this  is  all  1  cared  for— 

1  must  have  written  blindly  to  have  given  the  impression  that 
Saiah  is  going  to  take  Marion  East — Not  so — She  leaves  Detroit  on 
-9th  with  Lavinia,  in  company  with  Dr  &  Mrs  I  luniphries— Sarah 
does  not  leave  until  Spring,  when  we  hope  to  rent  the  House;  and 
she  will,  with  Johnny,  &  Sarah,1  whose  health  she  thinks  is  very  bad, 
go  to  N. Haven,  put  Johnny  to  School,  &  teach  Sarah  herself— A 
change  may  take  place  as  regards  time  of  Marion’s  departure— She 
has  just  fallen  &  broken  her  collar  Bone— 

\\re  having  severely  cold  weather,  and  painting  in  the  Wing  in  the 
midst  of  it— I  low  are  Mary’s  prospects  about  Robert  going  to 
W.  Point?  I  hope  she  will  make  exertion  irrespective  of  David— I  do 
not  think  Gov.  Cass  ever  was  celebrated  for  exertion  for  his  friends 
unless  there  was  a  recompense  ahead— 

I  can  not  but  feel  sad  at  the  accounts  of  our  dear  Looly,  I  trust 
that  he  may  escape  an  other  abcess— May  it  not  be  cold?  1  las  he  on 
his  Han .  drawers?  It  may  be  impertinent  to  ask  such  questions,  but 
remember  “/  knew  all  about  such  things,  before  you  and  Mary  were 
born/!” 

I  am  not  sorry  at  Riggs’  tardiness— it  will  make  your  undesirable 
trip  to  Wash,  come  after  the  Holidays  and  at  a  more  pleasant  time— 
My  love  to  Mary— tell  her  I  had  a  hcaf)  to  tell  about  Mrs  Noon 
who  has  been  to  sec  me,  just  on  her  return  from  the  Marriage  of  her 
Niece  Miss  Rayworth— $fio,ooo  per  An.  To  a  french  Baron  Rusty 
'Tushy,  a  Brilliant  affair— She  is  Mrs  Baggs’  granddaughter— he  1 
suppose  a  needy  one  who  will  scatter  her  money  &  cpiite  probably 
her  happiness,  he  is  a  Son  to  Genl.  Moore— Mrs  Farnsworth’s  cards 
are  out  for  Friday  Eve. 

I  enclose  Ewell’s  Note— Always  remind  your  Mother  of  my  love 
for  her— Love  to  my  Morristown  friends— Sarah  expects  John  &  her 
friend  to  Det. 

My  love  to  dear  Mary,  Bessie,  and  all  the  little  ones— Always 
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remember  Miss  Mackid— Mrs  Lyell  spent  part  ol  the  evening  with 
Sarah  a  few  evenings  since— The  Sewing  Society  meets  here  this 
afternoon— 

With  much  love  to  you,  and  thanks  for  your  kindness,  ever 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 

1  .Sai all  I .awmuc,  fifth  child  of  David  &:  Sarah  Stuart,  horn  May  23,  1 83 1 . 

Detroit,  Dec.  31,  1 

Dear  Son— 

Void  favor  of  26th  reached  me  this  morning— Your  valued  l  ic  k 
ler  yesterday,  for  which  please  accept  my  thanks— To  me  it’  is  really 
a  valuable  Christmas  Present— it  is  Eyes  8c  Head  and  comfoi  t  to  me— 

Just  as  1  was  sitting  down  to  dinner.  Mr  Paeon  came  and  handed 
me  the  enc  losed  reels.  He  says,  “Please  tell  Mr  Baker,  in  the  proper 
time  1  will  do  as  lie  wishes  about  the  sale  of  Eots— No  use  in  adver¬ 
tizing,  only  Money  thrown  away— Must  do  as  the  Land  Jobbers  do, 
Paint  a  board  &  put  it  upon  the  property— Now,  the  Earth  is  too  Ice 
bound,  and  weather  too  cold,  and  money  too  scarce  to  sell  a  grain  ol 
Land”- 

1  am  sadly  disappointed  at  my  Prussian  Express  failure— I  thought 
it  would  I  urnish  myrth  to  the  dear  Children— When  you  pay  for  each 
child’s  share  in  the  Mission  Ship,  please  get  a  Certif.  in  the  name  of 
each,  have  each  framed,  Ch.  me— Your  exalted  Abmlumiic  Christian 
feelings  about  our  blessed  Boy  made  me  shed  tears  of  joy.  Yes,  here 
we  will  leave  him,  knowing  and  believing  that  all  will  be  ordered 
for  the  best  for  him  and  for  us,  to  whom  he  is  so  dear— 

It  is  nearly  dark  and  1  have  been  all  day  trying  to  get  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  write— have  lor  the  last  two  weeks  been  full  of  interrup¬ 
tions— 

Yesterday  Lavinia  left  with  Marion,  She  seems  to  have  had  a  most 
pleasant  visit  for  which  I  am  thankful— 

Today  1  reed  a  few  lines  from  Ellen,1  saying  that  she  had  just  got 
a.  letter  from  Robert,  announcing  his  safe  arrival  at  Rio  Nov.  1 9 — 
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Yesterday  I  reed  a  letter  from  Mr.  Baird  Drawing  for  $250  Dol¬ 
lars—  1  o  morrow,  or  when  I  can,  I  will  send  you  Ex.  from  his  letter 
— 1  wish  to  get  this  in  the  Night’s  mail  il  possible — 

Sarah  and  all  hers  well— My  best  love  to  Mary— to  dear  Children— 
cv  Miss  Mac  K— Mrs  Lyell  is  quite  Smart— 

My  love  to  1  aylors,  and  all  Morristown  Iriends— 

And  sincerely  yours, 

E.E.S. 

1 .1  Ion,  wile  of  Robert  Stutirt  U.S.N'.  I. lien  mid  the  children  were  in  Rodyn,  Roiig 
Inland,  New  York. 


1 8  5  7 


Detroit,  Jam  1st,  1  857!! 

My  dearly  loved  Mary 

When  I  awoke  this  morning,  my  earliest  thoughts  were  with  you, 
and  resolution  to  express  to  you  with  my  pen,  my  heart’s  fondest 
\v  ishes,  t  hat  cvei  y  blessing,  temporal  anc^spirit  ual  may  be  yours,  and 
test  upon  your  household.  Can  you  conceive  my  happiness,  when 
only  a  lew  minutes  ago,  7  P.M.,  Francis  put  your  delightfully  accept¬ 
able  New  Years  present  into  my  hands?  As  it  was  evidently  designed 
as  a  Salety  Valve,  the  Steamer  ere  this  is  steaming  delight! Lilly  under 
her  usual  guage. 

h  o?u  you  have  got  through  1  hope,  having  reed,  great  praise,  not¬ 
withstanding  your  carelessness  of  “what  will  people  think?”  and  my 
terror  of  what  will  they  think,  Miss  Coxe  and  Mrs.  Pemberton  luav- 
ing  been  tieated  111  a  Eady  like  manner,  and  delighted  with  your 
kindness.  No,  do  not  suddenly  cut  short  MissC.,  because  I  am  bound 
to  her  by  honor ,  for  her  next  vacation.  Beside,  I  hope  the  N.  Year  has 
wiped  Irom  the  1  ablet  of  your  memory”  all  the  combustible  mate- 
lial,  and  left  only  the  record  of  God  s  goodness  111  having  given  you 
such  precious  connections,  so  sweet  a  home,  and  honored  you  by 
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making'  you  the  dispenser  and  not  the  recipient.  Poor  Miss  Coxe  is 
a  Stranger  in  a  strange  land,  and  feels  the  necessity  of  not  only  mak¬ 
ing  hut  of  securing  all  the  friends  she  can.  1  am  glad  that  she  and 
poor  Mrs.  Pemberton  found  a  pleasant  place  wherein  to  sojourn  from 
their  daily  drudgery  only  for  a  few  days.  You  must  not  let  your  fas¬ 
tidiousness  hinder  you  from  comforting  God’s  little  ones.  Irish  go 
aheadism  is  antagonistic  to  Scotch  circumspection,  nevertheless,  both 
are  well  in  their  place. 

And  my  poor  Prussian  was  robbed  of  his  mail  and  money!?  and 
only  dear  Looly  got  his  packet.  What  is  that  about  the  Lot  being 
cast  in  the  Lap?  All  my  delightful  anticipations  were  foiled,  he 
should  have  arvd.  Christmas  night,  when  they  had  been  satiated  with 
nice  and  f rretty  things,  then  1  thought,  reviewing  him,  opening  his 
packages,  etc.,  would  have  created  a  few  minutes  of  new  pleasure. 

l.avinia1  with  Marion"  left  on  Monday  and  we  hope  arvd.  in 
N.  York  on  Wednesday.  Poor  Dave  came  from  Chi.  and  in  every 
respect  appeared  the  father.  They  were  all  deeply  sorrowed,  it  really 
appeared  like  a  death  in  their  home.  Lavinia  seemed  delighted  with 
her  v  isit  and  evidently  did  not  wish  to  leave,  all  things  considered, 

1  thought  it  best,  and  told  her  so.  Beside  Doctors  say  the  climate  is 
dreadful  for  Fanny,3  she  came  here  in  perfect  health  and  for  the  last 
ten  days  she  was  sorely  afflicted  with  her  eyes,  one  at  times  being  per¬ 
fectly  blind. 

Miss  Rockwell  spends  her  vacation  with  me,  but  has  spent  the 
day  with  Mrs.  Lockwood,  and  I  alone  recicved  all  the  Gentlemen, 
about  Thirty  live.  Miss  R.4  has  just  come  in  and  sends  much  love 
to  you.  My  love  to  Mr.  B.  and  the  dear  children  and  dear  kind 
Miss  M.5  and  wish  them  many,  many  happy  returns  of  the  Season, 
and  with  much  love  to  dear  Rob,  tell  him  altho  he  does  not  love  me 
well  enough  to  write  to  me,  not  a  day  passes  without  my  thinking  of 
him.  When  David  was  here  1  asked  him  if  he  were  exerting  himself 
in  behalf  of  Robert,0  he  says  he  is  and  shall  follow  it  up. 

Tell  sonny  when  he  wishes  a  change  from  Morristown  home,  he 
must  turn  West.  Willie7  Ladue  called  today,  he  is  in  College.  I  never 
have  anything  of  interest  to  communicate.  Today  1  told  Dr.  Pitcher 
about  Dr.  John’s  opinion  of  Looly.  “Tell  Mr.  B.  that  Dr.  is  entirely 
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mistaken,  that  I  henry  is  entirely  exploded.  1  once  thought  such 
things  were,  it  is  all  wrong.  I  became,  at  Medical  convention,  ac¬ 
quainted  with  a  German  Doctor  of  great  celebrity  in  Hip  disease, 
having given  that  part  of  the  profession  his  entire  attention,  he  is  one 
to  whom  Di.  Parker  refers  all  his  critical  cases.  Mr.  Ledyard  sitting 
by,  said,  who  is  it?  Dr.  Bauer.  Oh  yes,  said  Mr.  L.,  he  is  always  con¬ 
sulted  by  Dr.  Parker.  He  lives  in  Brooklyn,  and  beg  Mr.  Baker  to 
take  his  Son  to  him,  it  will  be  a  great  rebel  to  his  mind  to  have  a  con¬ 
versation  with  him.”  May  God  direct. 

How  rejoiced  I  am  that  you  speak  so  sweetly  of  my  dear  little 
Kate.  1  here  is  no  reason  why  she  should  excite  my  feelings  more 
than  the  others,  none  of  them  need  my  sympathy,  only  my  thanks¬ 
giving,  but  the  early  days  of  her  life  are  written  on  my  heart  and  head 
in  such  a  strong  manner  that  were  she  made  rullcr  ol  Kingdoms  she 
would  ever  be  in  my  mind  as  an  object  of  deep  sympathy.  She  and 
dear  sweet  Bessie  will  come  up  like  Sisters,  and  contribute  to  each 
other’s  happiness  through  life.  “Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  Law”. 
1  each  them  to  love  each  other  and  all  will  be  right. 

Your  elegant  Furs  arc  making  a  noise  and  I  am  glad  of  it.  I  wish 
Baker  to  have  credit  for  such  beautiful  delicate  attention,  but  1  say 
again  I  would  not  encourage  him  to  do  such  things.  The  Fishes, 

1  aylors  and  Co.  are  wuld  upon  dress  and  iurniturc.  I  suppose  you 
are  posted  up  about  the  N.  York  Perry  Party,  where  they  think  poor 
I  Iatly  was  the  Belle. 

Robert  is  expected  home  in  February.  Scarlet  Fever  is  prevalent 
here  but  mildly.  Dr.  Stuart’s  eldest  has  had  it,  his  youngest  now  ill 
with  it.  The  poor  Scots  move  in  their  new  house  on  Monday.  Today 
Mrs.  Lycll  took  a  sleigh  ride.  Are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fish  the  persons  who 
have  taken  the  place  of  Mrs.  B— and  Miss  jay  to  pay  into  the  poor 
widows  and  destitute  children’s  Soc.  $500  per  aim.?  I  suppose  so. 

Dear  Mrs.  Baker,9  to  think  of  those  dear  children.  Teach  them  to 
love  her  and  you  must  love  her  too.  She  loves  William  Baker  with  a 
Mother’s  love,  told  me  how  nobly  generously  he  and  Eliza1"  behaved 
in  settlement,  etc.11  I  did  not  of  course  ask  how,  or  in  what,  but  was 
delighted  to  hear  her  expressions  of  love  for  him. 

With  much  love  to  you  all  with  daily  prayer  that  the  Spirit  may 
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he  poured  out  upon  your  household,  that  its  heads  may  be  .sanctified. 
With  Christ  the  spring  of  our  actions  we  must  be  happy.  Good  night 
my  blessed  child.  In  love, 

Your  Mother. 

Traveling  is  very  pleasant.  Shall  I  come ?  If  I  come,  will  you  give 
Kate  or  Looly  for  my  bed  fellow?  If  Looly,  will  make  an  agreement 
if  he  is  cross  1  will  leave  and  come  home  again.  Mrs.  Clarke’s  l.ot 
reminds  me  of  him.  Was  the  Insurance  got  from  G.  Porter  on  our 
last  Mi  l.?  I  am  afraid  to  ask  him. 

1  Lavinia  l  it  Id  Stuart,  widow  of  John  Stuart. 

-  Marion  Smart,  oldest  daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  Henson  Stuart,  born  May  ui/, 

15- 

Fanny  1.11a  Stuart,  only  child  of  John  and  Lavinia  Stuart,  born  l'cb.  i,  1852. 

I  Miss  Maria  Rockwell,  an  old  friend  of  Mrs.  Smart,  who  was  for  many  years  a 
teacher  in  '1  lie  Old  Capitol  School  in  Detroit,  and  who,  in  1857,  opened  A  Young 
Ladies  Institute,  in  Detroit,  which  was  continued  for  two  or  three  years. 

Miss  McKid,  the  baker’s  governess. 

Robert  Stuart  Turner,  eldest  son  of  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner  and  Mary  Stuart 
Turner,  who  was  anxious  to  get  an  appointment  to  West  Point. 

7  William  Ladue,  who  later  married  Mary  baker,  eldest  daughter  of  William  baker 
and  his  wife  Kate  Stuart. 

s  Kate  Stuart  baker,  youngest  daughter  of  William  baker  and  his  wife  Kate  Stuart, 
horn  Sept,  a(>,  1853,  who  had  been  taken  by  her  grandmother  after  her  mother’s  death. 
When  her  father  married  again,  little  Kate  was  taken  back  into  the  Morristown  home, 
where  her  aunt  and  stepmother,  Mary  Turner  baker,  always  treated  little  Kate  and 
her  own  c  hild,  bessie,  who  was  born  April  8,  1853,  exactly  alike. 

u  Mrs.  I.ooe  baker,  second  wife  of  William  baker’s  father. 

i<>  Eli/a  Walker  baker,  sister  of  William  baker. 

II  Settlement  of  estate  of  Looe  baker. 


Detroit,  January  13th,  1857. 

Dear  Mary. 

My  wing,1  Green  Bay  and  Mich.  Taxes  have  been  a  dreadful  drain. 
Jan.  is  a  very  poor  month,  but  by  the  middle  of  February,  I  trust 
I  shall  be  ahead.  I  try  to  economize,  but  I  come  short.  I  do  not  see 
where  I  can  curtail.  If  in  the  middle  of  Feb.  I  can  serve  you,  I  will  be 
happy  to  do  so. 
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I  am  truly  happy  that  you  arc  so  much  pleased  with  Robert’s  posi¬ 
tion.  I  trust  that  he  may  be  happy,  and  if  for  the  best,  his  wishes  for 
the  Army  may  be  crowned  with  success.  Let  us  in  laith  daily  commit 
him  to  God’s  ordering  and  then  we  know,  whether  pleasing  or  dis¬ 
pleasing  to  us,  all  will  be  well.  He  has  been  dedicated  to  God,  and 
some  cllort  made  to  train  him  in  the  nurture  and  ad  n  inn  it  ion  of  the 
Lord,  and  il  while  his  guides  slumbered  or  slept,  the  Kncni)  sowed 
tares,  God  is  able  and  willing  to  root  them  out,  and  our  dear  Sonny 
even  in  the  Army  become  a  trophy  of  redeeming  grace.  1  suppose 
it  is  because  I  am  getting  old,  but  this  world’s  occupation  seems  to 
me  a  small  matter,  when  we  can  get  a  slight  glimpse  of  the  momen¬ 
tous,  terrible  Eternity.  Robert  1  believe  will  do  well.  1  am  glad  they 
are  Scotch,  they  will  be  exacting. 

1  cannot  but  feel  gloomy  when  I  hear  of  my  blessed  little  being- 
sick.  1  am  grieved  dear  Mary  that  you  never  name  dear  1  Jessie  any 
more  than  if  she  were  not  alive.  I  cannot  tell  why,  in  all  yout  letters 
you  have  something  to  say  of  each,  but  never  of  her!  'There  is  some 
reason  for  this,  what,  I  cannot  tell,  but  it  hurts  me.  Kiss  her  and  do 
not  teach  her  to  look  011  me  as  a  stranger,  but  tell  her  she  is  tenderly 
loved  by  her  Grandmother.  1  know  that  all  the  c  hildren  are  happier 
and  better  oil  than  ever  mine  were,  with  both  parents  living.  Yet 

r 

there  is  in  my  heart  a  tenderness,  a  deep  sympathy  for  all  that  1  c  an¬ 
not  describe.  Looly  floats  in  my  mind  unceasingly.  May  God  s  rich¬ 
est  blessing  be  on  you  all,  all  need  much  grace.  Oh  pray  lor  it,  Wis¬ 
dom,  justice,  holiness,  patience. 

Now  you  know  I  take  all  your  scoldings  and  never  rebell.  'There¬ 
fore  don’t  you  dare  rebel  when  I  tell  you  that  your  feelings  and  in¬ 
tentions  toMissCoxe  are  not  “gentle,  courteous,  meek,  loving’’.  I  beg 
you  to  answer  her  letter,  be  Lady  like,  tell  her  what  is  truth,  that 
your  cares,  together  with  family  correspondence  compel  you  to  give 
up  her  correspondence.  I  low  often  1  have  told  you  (it  is  vulgar  ’tho 
true)  that  you  are  like  the  Cow  that  gave  a  good  pail  of  milk  and 
kicked  it  over”.  It  is  as  easy  to  keep  Miss  Coxe  your  friend  as  hurt 
her  feelings  and  lose  her  favor.  No,  you  are  mistaken,  I  do  not  “love 
coarse,  vulgar  persons,  but  I  have  learned  to  take  persons  as  they  are, 
not  as  I  would  have  them.  I  am  glad  that  you  mean  to  write  to  poor 
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Lavinia,  she  is  a  discreet  good  woman,  and  has  done  and  is  doing 
well  lor  our  blessed  John’s  child. 

I  hope  dear  Looly  will  be  able  to  be  carried  to  N.  Y.  II  lie  were 
mine  no  Doctor  should  ever  cut  or  rack  him.  Fredy  I.arned  is  a  most 
pitiable  sufferer. 

II  the  Soldier  pleased  I  am  glad.  He  was  not  robbed  then  as  I 
feared.  Did  they  all  read  their  Letter?  Did  Robert  get  his  Sr,?  Did 
Ellen  get  hers?  How  about  Bessie  and  Kittie?  1  came  short  in  my  cal¬ 
culations  and  one  had  to  go  without.  I  packed  him  after  i)  Oclock 
P.M.  so  that  he  should  get  to  Morristown  Christmas  Night.  Mr. 
Baker  needed  not  the  “Christ  of  History’’,  he  is  so  strongly  so  lov¬ 
ingly  planted  on  Christ.  Yet  to  a  mind  like  his,  there  are  beauties  and 
strength  to  be  gathered  from  it.  1  knew  that  he  would  love  the  stiller- 
ing  Saviour,  it  is  a  sweet  thing.  I  am  reading  a  vol.  of  Sturgeon's 
Sermons,  they  are  excellent,  yet  want  the  refinement  of  Chalmers 
and  McCheyncv  yet  they  are  rich  and  practical. 

Oh  how  sorry  I  am  that  you  lost  Margaret.  Never  praise  a  servant, 
let  their  works  praise  them,  it  requires  more  grace  and  education 
than  they  have  to  recieve  praise  and  not  be  injured  by  it,  let  your 
silence,  and  no  censure  be  their  praise.  I  fear  you  will  be  long  ere 
you  get  another. 

Yes  Sarah  told  me  that  Austin  had  been  very  sick,  but  1  rather 
suspect  that  your  suspicions  are  correct,  from  the  praise  that  I  find 
Kate  bestowed  on  Pet  ty  for  his  unvaried  attention,  etc.,  I  suspect 
that  a  fellow  feeling  made  Perry  wondrous  kind.  My  mother  used  to 
say,  We  need  have  no  more  trouble  than  we  bring  on  ourselves.  M  i  s. 
Taylor,  too  late,  will  find  it  so. 

I  ordered  three  Books  sent,  Eliza  had  “Susy’s  6  Birthdays’’,  I  sent 
her  “Susy’s  G  Teachers’’3  and  now  Susy’s  Servants,  one  to  Looly,  I 
forget  the  name,  “Picture  Illustrations  of  the  Bible  for  the  two  little 
children.  You  remember  you  wrote  me  that  all  were  sick,  Kitty  and 
Mary  quiet  so  and  Looly  suffering  very  much  with  his  Leg.  Presum¬ 
ing  you  would  remember  what  you  had  written,  I  simply  wrote  to 
ask  you  if  “I  should  go  to  you,  and  take  Looly  or  Kitty  oil  your  mind, 
only  to  relieve  you.  The  blessed  little  fellow,  Oh  how  gladly  would 
I  take  as  much  care  as  I  am  able  of  him,  the  rest  of  my  life.  Fell  him 
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I  hope  to  see  them,  God  willing,  all  in  the  Spring.  Your  Chun  h  has 
done  nobly,  and  she  will  be  richly  blessed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyell  spent  last  evening  with  me,  she  is  very  smart, 
lomonow  night  Misses  Scot  give  a  donation  parly  in  then  own 
home!!  I  saw  it  in  the  paper.  Today  our  papers  announce  that  Mr. 
Chandler  takes  Genl.  Casses  chair  in  the  U.  S.  Senate!  Oh  how  the 
hue  gold  has  become  dim,  once  ii  was  a  high  honor  to  be  a  Senator 
m  the  IJ.  States  Congress,  but  1  fear  the  time  is  being  ushered  in 
when  we  shall  have  given  Children  to  rule  ol  us  and  “Servants 
riding  and  Princes  walking’  .  Our  weather  the  three  last  days  has 
been  intensely  cold,  4  deg.  below  Zero,  very  line  sleighing.  Sarah  has 
rccievcd  a  remarkably  well  written  letter  from  Marion,  she  seems 
quit  happy.  Sarah  and  all  hers  are  very  well. 

My  love  to  Miss  Mck.  and  all  my  Morristown  Iriends,  especially 
all  at  the  1  aylors.  I  reed,  a  letter  yesterday  horn  Uncle  Thorne,  all 
theirs  were  passing  through  the  Measles.  Nelly  and  Jane1  had  been 
over  to  call  on  Mrs.  Ward  (Aunt  John)!!  Imiiiii."  has  been  to  several 
parties  over  there,  one  at  Glentruiter  and  one  somewhere  else,  and 
is  coming  out,  had  company  once  or  twice,  etc.  Poor  Unde  l  horne 
seems  filled  with  loneliness  and  sorrow. 

I  am  sleepy,  and  after  giving  much  love  to  Mr.  Baker,  the  same 
to  yourself  with  a  kiss  lor  good  night. 

Ever  your  attached  Mother 

E.E.S. 

1  I  lie  bedroom  Mrs.  Stuart  was  building  on  the  ground  floor  of  her  house. 

-  Itev.  Robert  Murray  McChency,  Minister  of  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Dundee,  Scotland. 

;1  “Susy’s  Six  Teachers”  by  Mrs.  E.  Prentiss  was  given  by  Ellen  Cairns  Stuart  Ward 
to  her  granddaughter,  Helen  Stuart  Mac  kay-Sinith. 

4  Nelly  Sulivan  Coxc  and  Jane  Sullivan  I  faslett,  sisters  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart. 

c  "Emm”  was  Emma  M.  Williams,  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart’s  first  cousin,  the 
daughter  of  her  aunt,  Emma  Palmer,  and  Daniel  Quimby  Williams.  Emma  Williams 
lived  with  Quintin  Maynard  1  home  and  his  wile.  She  was  a  cousin  greatly  beloved. 


Dear  Son 


Detroit,  Jan.  lcjth,  1857. 


Your  kind  and  always  soothing  letter  reached  me  some  days  since 
and  should  have  been  acknowledged,  as  is  my  habit,  but  I  had  got 
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bch i nd  in  some  tilings,  which  you  would  have  adjusted  in  a  hall 
hour,  bm  not  being  quite  as  lonely  as  Mary  supposes  I  am  somet imes 
hindered.  You  know  1  try  to,  or  mean  to  make  you  acquainted  with 
the  most  trilling  act  of  mine  in  money  matters,  that  when  1  am  gone 
you  ma)  take  hold  ol  things  intelligently  and  not  have  the  snarl  lo 
disentangle  which  you  once  had.  Never  speak  of  what  I  am  going  to 
write.  1  believe  I  told  you  that  1  thought  doing  business  through 
Lawyers  was  a  dull  tedious  way.  Now  1  am  afraid  to  trust  them,  not 
theii  honesty,  but  their  Bungling. 

David  never  being  at  home  except  on  the  Sab.  1  gave  up  all  hope 
ol  his  doing  the  necessary  business  ol  extension  in  the  Chit.  Moil- 

P'MO’C 

1  am  rejoiced  that  you  have  so  liberal  a  Chh.  There  is  that  scat- 
terelh  and  yet  increased),  the  Liberal  soul  shall  prosper,  I  wish  ours 
were  so,  we  arc  all  very  poor  in  purse  and  in  spirit.  The  Germans 
have  sold  their  Chh.  and  promise  to  pay  all  in  Feb.,  if  they  do  1  shall 
think  1  have  been  very  fortunate. 

( )ur  ( . i t y  is  healthy.  I  i rust  your  household  may  not  be  visited  with 
Si.  Fever,1  even  its  mildest  form  is  to  be  dreaded.  Those  dear  chil¬ 
dren  occupie  almost  all  my  waking  thoughts,  please  give  them  all  my 
love.  My  love  to  Mary  and  Miss  McKid.  Our  friend  Mrs.  I  .yell  im- 
pro\es  well.  With  much  love  to  you  ever, 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.F..S. 

1  Si  ,ii  Iri  I  V vi  i . 


Detroit,  January  26th,  1857 

Dear  Son 

When  I  found  that  Trains,  etc.  were  all  stopped1  I  stopped  my 
letter  for  a  more  convenient  season  lo  send  it,  and  right  glad  1  am 
that  I  did,  lor  the  safe  and  direct  arrival  of  yours,  post  marked  2  1st, 
date  17,  encourages  me  to  hope  that  the  Embargo  is  in  a  measure 
removed,  certainly  may  hope  that  it  will  be  no  worse.  Oh  the  winter 
has  been  and  is  dreary,  terrible!  The  thermometer  ever  since  1st 
Janry.  has  ranged  between  20°  and  23!  It  has  truly  been  a  MKna.- 
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winter,  it  is  nearly  three  weeks  since  the  water  has  been  ciil  oil  from 
the  house,  and  by  the  work  going  on  in  the  Street,  1  am  led  to  believe 
that  the  trouble  is  in  the  main  Logs,  i(  so,  our  condition  in  ease  ol 
lire  is  terrible! 

1  oiten  think  ol  a  speech  your  Mother  told  me  that  your  lather 
made,  after  he  had  consented  to  part  with  you  to  bring  Mary  home. 

1  am  sure  1  am  very  thankful  that  \\  illiam  is  so  usclul  a  man,  and 
that  he  can  contribute  so  essentially  to  the  peace  and  comfort  of 
Mrs.  Stuart.”3 

1  o  me  I  Iumes  Porter  charges  high,  but  I  suppose  he  lately  makes 
a  dollar  and  to  me  to  have  the  Deed  in  your  hands  is  worth  S^o.  I 
have  regretted  and  am  regretting  every  day  that  1  gave  up  entci  ing 
in  the  Hook  all  1  pd.  out  and  all  1  reed.,  but  as  you  have  often  re¬ 
marked  it  seemed  like  taking  out  of  one  pkt.  and  putting  it  into  all¬ 
ot  her.  A I  ter  I  am  gone,  not  one  will  take  the  l  rouble  to  In  id  out  how 
much  1  have  reed,  or  how  much  pd.  Yet  I  stiller  m) sell  to  be  troubled 
lest  they  should  say,  “What  has  Mother  done  with  all  the  income 
since  Pa’s  death.  She  has  lived  alone,  been  at  no  expense,  etc.,  “but 
it  seems  to  me  1  am  a  selected  object  for  everyone.  1  believe  that  the 
Astor  men  are  determined  to  Tax  that  properly  out  of  our  hands. 
And  why  do  1  not  hear  one  word  horn  Madison.  The  Hills  from 
I  owle’s  Office  I  think  high,  lor  releasing  two  Mortgages  1  pd.  §i>, 
beside  that  Hill  ol  Three  hundred  doll.,  they  have  lately  sent  me 
in  of  $20.  Newberry  has  just  been  for  me  to  sign  oil  the  Mortgage  of 
Dutch  Chh.,  which  might  as  well  have  been  pd.  to  me  as  to  them, 
but  somehow  the  money  is  to  come  through  them  to  me,  on  the  red. 
of  which  they  ch.  me  5  pet.  Newberry  and  1  Lint  are  entirely  my  men 
of  business,  no  longer  Towle.  I  do  not  like  to  do  business  with  them 
as  well  as  with  1  owle.  I  onight  I  asked  him  il  he  had  done  anything 
with  Patten  as  regards  warning  him  to  vacate  the  premises,  he  wak¬ 
ened  up,  “Oh  no,  there  is  no  danger  but  he  will  pay  punctually. 
We  will  see  to  that.”  Yes,  Sir,  but  I  am  not  willing  to  pay  5  pet.  lor 
collecting  a  pittance  which  1  have  always  collected  myself,  etc.!  I  will 
write  to  Gothcal  to  pay  you  out  of  Feb.  collections  that  which  you 
have  so  kindly  advanced  for  me  to  II.  Porter,  and  in  any  other  way 
if  you  will  let  me  know  Amt. 
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1  need  not  tell  you  that  it  rejoices  my  heart  that  Mary  contributes 
to  your  happiness.  I  know  that  you  do  to  hers.  May  God  be  the  guide 
of  both,  to  lead  you  1  Ieavenward.  To  Clod  alone  I  look  for  relief  with 
our  precious  affl icted  Looly.  We  know  that  all  things  work  together 
lor  good,  etc.  You  and  his  mother  dedicated  yourselves  and  him  to 
God,  and  to  him,  he  belongs. 

My  love  to  Mary  and  Miss  McKid,  toall  my  blessed  children,  and 
much  with  daily  prayer  for  you  clear  Son,  from 

Your  aflt.  Mother,  E. 

1  Due  to  heavy  snow  and  ice  storms,  railroads  and  harbors  were  blocked. 

-  M Kna— abbreviation  for  Mackinac. 

:i  William  Raker  had  gone  to  Corpus  Christi  to  bring  home  Mary  Smart  Turner 
and  her  baby  after  the  death  of  Dr.  Turner  and  Kitty  from  yellow  fever  in  October 
'«;>!• 


Detroit,  January  27th,  1857. 

My  very  dear  Mary 

1  wish  you  could  hear  from  day  to  day  the  “well  Mother  any  news 
from  Mary?”  “No  Sarah,  and  I  do  not  expect  it,  she  is  the  most  un¬ 
satisfactory  being  on  Earth.  She  never  writes  “except  she  feels  like  it  " 
lot  get  ting  that  here  1  sit  wondering  how  they  get  along,  etc.”  At  last 
your  long  looked  for  has  come,  and  1  am  rejoiced  that  you  are  all 
well,  and  only  baracaded  from  your  gates,  and  not  all  buried  beneath 
Snow  and  Ice,  lor  il  our  weather  has  been  so  sulferingly  severe,  how 
much  worse  yours  must  have  been.  I  feel  low  spirited  about  dear 
Looly.  Freddy  Williams  is  an  excruciating  sufferer,  another  abscess 
is  forming,  and  he  has  a  large  fever  sore  on  his  hip,  and  is  very  much 
emaciated. 

1  am  rejoiced  that  my  blessed  Kitty1  has  so  completely  walked  into 
your  heart  and  that  you  know  that  she  is  never  in  the  slightest  degree 
fretful  except  when  she  is  sick.  You  know  this  was  “always  Mother’s 
excuse  for  her”.  We  should  be  thankful  that  they  have  escaped  Scar¬ 
let  fever!  I  often  think  of  you  surrounded  by  the  little  candidates  for 
Eternity  and  pray  that  grace  may  be  given  to  you  and  Mr.  Baker  so 
to  order  your  household  that  when  you  all  meet,  you  can  with  joy 
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lead  the  blessed  trust  more  especially  committed  to  you,  to  the 
Saviour  with,  Mere  Lord  arc  wc,  and  the  children  Thou  hast  com¬ 
mitted  to  us.”  You  are  yet  too  young  to  fully  realize  how  soon  and 
all  will  he  ended,  let  us  prepare  that  we  shall  be  found  with  our 
Lamps  well  trimmed  and  burning. 

Mr.  Bakers  letters  always  have  a  soothing  influence  over  me, 
his  life  I  know  will  have  over  you.  I  have  looked  upon  him,  long 
before  he  made  a  profession  of  religion,  as  a  strong  lo\  ing  Chi  istian. 
Few  are  so  jealous  of  the  honor  of  Christ.  1  Ie  says,  “Mary  makes  me 
very  happy,  etc.”  1  look  upon  this,  praise  worth  having.  1  esteem  it 
a  great  attainment  in  Christian  life  to  have  a  husband  of  Christian 
principles  feel  that  his  wife  contributes  to  his  happiness,  to  do  it, 
my  dear  M.,  it  is  not  alone  the  fond  attention  to  little  things  direc  ted 
to  him,  but  it  is  the  ordering  the  family  in  the  tear  of  God,  looking 
to  him  for  wisdom  in  every  point.  Patient  in  well  doing  is  a  fruit  ol 
the  Spirit,  and  I  believe  especially  directed  to  us  women.  I  am  read¬ 
ing  the  women  ol  Israel,  and  more  than  ever  see  God’s  requirement 
ol  them,  in  rearing  the  Plants,  designed  for  his  Garden. 

Not  like  you,  I  am  a  linn  believer  in  all  Solomon  says.  I  do  not 
believe  that  when  he  recommended  the  rod  he  meant  it  to  be  used 
except  when  Gospel  argument  failed.  Nor  do  1  believe  in  moral 
suasion.  Mr.  Finney  says  children  must  be  brought  into  perfect 
obedience,  or  their  chance  for  conversion  is  very  small.  I  am  rejoiced 
that  you  “no  more  whip  dear  precious  Bessie”,  it  makes  hard  un¬ 
favorable  tempers,  and  irritates  the  whip  per.  If  God  whipped  us 
(ourselves  being  judges)  as  we  deserve,  what  a  world  of  woes,  tears, 
hatred,  envy,  etc.  should  we  be!  Mr.  Baker’s  father  told  me  that  he 
highly  disapproved  of  whipping,  it  lessened  self  respect”. 

I  hear  you  say,  What  a  letter!  1  wish  Mother  would  keep  her 
preaching  to  herself.  I  will.  Every  day  I  think  how  I  have  been 
cheated!  Mary  was  to  come  and  live  with  me  when  she  was  1  -j  years 
old.  I  would  not  have  her,  she  would  not  get  her  education.  So  with 
Bessie,  but  I  wish  you  and  Mr.  Baker  would  let  Eliza  come  and  stay 
with  me,  she  would  be  a  great  comfort  and  company  for  me.  1  hope 
Bob-  will  be  coming  in  a  few  weeks,  would  you  not  venture  to  let 
her  come?  I  think  she  would  go  on  in  her  studies  as  well  as  with  you. 
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With  my  love,  thank  Miss  MacKid  for  her  attention,  when  1  can 
1  will  write  her.  She  speaks  of  yon  and  Mr.  B.  with  great  gratitude 
and  esteem,  seems  very  happy.  I  am  a  little  anxious  to  know  whether 
ni)T  Prussian  Ex.  was  robbed.  Did  he  give  a  Package  and  letter  to  Rob 
and  each  child?  From  a  remark  you  made,  we  all  reed,  the  impression 
that  he  unincumbered  alone  was  reed,  lias  Lavinia  pel.  you  a  visit? 

1  meant  ere  this  to  have  written  to  Robert,  but  1  could  not.  After 
1  became  well  enough,  writing  of  every  sort  had  so  accumulated  that 
until  now  1  have  been  kept  very  busy.  Today  the  weather  is  most 
charming.  I  suppose  our  Jan.  1  haw  has  begun.  But  Oh  what  ter¬ 
rible  weather  we  have  had  since  the  first,  our  Therm,  has  ranged 
from  2  i  or  eg  below  Zero.  God  help  the  poor! 

I  am  keeping  house  with  only  Eliz.  and  a  Germ,  girl  right  from 
the  woods,  never  worked  out  before.  I  never  had  so  peaceful  so  safe 
a  domestic  family  in  my  life.  Sarah  left  me  ist  January,  and  right 
glad  was  I  that  1  was  relieved  from  the  incubus.  I  will  try  to  look  to  it 
that  1  do  not  again  get  saddled.  Servants  arc  the  torment  or  comfort 
ol  a  family.  I  have  the  comfort.  Francis  if  better  be  possible,  he  is 
better  than  ever.  So  that  my  missionary  visitor  remarked  that  1  had 
an  uncommonly  attentive  set  of  servants.  I  attribute  all  to  family 
worship,  it  is  the  regulation,  the  restraining  influence.  To  God  be 
the  thanks. 

Mis.  Dibble  was  buried  yesterday,  Hotel  keepers  wife.3 

Sarah  and  all  hers  are  well.  Remember  me  most  kindly  to  poor 
Mis.  1  aylor  and  all  my  Morristown  friends.  Much  love  to  Mr.  B. 
to  whom  I  mailed  a  letter  a  day  or  two  since.  With  love  to  you  my 
tenderly  loved  one,  with  daily  prayer  that  you  may  be  sanctified, 
and  grace  given  you  to  train  those  dear  Souls  in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  ol  the  Lord,  and  that  our  dear  Robert  may  line!  in  him 
strength  to  persevere  in  all  that  conspires  to  lit  him  for  the  Christ  ian 
1  afe. 

Your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


Do  write  to  poor  Uncle  T.,4  he  is  after  you  as  a  loving  father  after 
his  baby.  I  have  just  got  a  letter  from  dear  Rob.—  just  and.! E  Misses 
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Scott  had  a  donation  visit  a  few  days  since.  I  am  told  it  was  a  total 
failure.  Their  mother  is  missed. 

1  I.illlc  Kate  Stuart  Baker,  the  baby  who  was  left  motherless  when  Kate  Baker 
died  of  puerperal  fever. 

-  l.t.  Robert  Stuart— on  his  way  home  from  South  America. 

■‘‘Wife  of  Col.  Orville  Dibble,  who  was  the  proprietor  of  the  Biddle  House  in 
Detroit. 

1  Uncle  Thorne. 

•'■I.t.  Robert  Stuart,  who  arrived  Jan.  1-3,  1857  in  New  York  on  S.S.  Relief,  from 
South  America. 


Detroit,  January  3  1st,  1857. 

Dear  Son 

I  have  seated  myself  hoping  to  think  aloud  to  you.  First,  I  shall 
note  the  contents  of  your  last  kind,  and  most  welcome  letter,  it,  as 
your  valued  letters  always  do,  cheered  me  and  relieved  me  from  sad 
dispondcncy,  and  here  I  would  say  to  you  and  to  Mai  y,  when  Sarah 
writes  about  my  being  sick,  it  is  not  disease  of  body,  if  it  were,  / 
should  be  as  fierce  to  have  you  know  it  as  anybody;  it  is  the  wish  of 
my  heart  that  you  and  Mary  be  on  the  spot  when  1  am  called  hence. 
Now  that  my  way  appears  clear  once  more,  you  shall  know  every¬ 
thing.  Let  it  ever  remain  where  it  is.  You  must  not  lose  your  patience 
with  me. 

Fhe  season  has  been  a  very  gloomy  one;  I  do  not  suppose  that  our 
dear  Looly  would  be  at  all  benefitted  had  you  seen  the  German  Dr. 
Yet  there  is  a  restless  anxiety  in  spite  of  reason  that  pervades  my 
heart  all  the  time,  it  is  like  one  drowning,  catching  at  everything 
and  hoping  against  hope.  I  wish  1  had  your  acquiescent  faith.  I  no 
longer  pray  that  he  may  live  and  not  be  crippled!  but  1  only  daily 
pray  that  God  will  lay  his  pitying  hand  upon  him  and  bid  his  an¬ 
guish  cease.  I  suppose  the  severely  cold  weather  lias  much  to  do  with 
his  present  suffering.  1  am  happy  to  learn  that  the  others  are  all  well, 
and  that  dear  Kitty  “is  never  in  the  least  fretful,  except  when  she  is 
unwell'!!  I  used  to  assert  this  but  it  was  “Mother  mining  that 
child”! ! 

When  the  German  men  were  going  to  sell  their  Chh.,  they  sent 
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their  Colored  Minister  to  me  to  know  whether  if  they  would  buy  the 
Chh.  I  wish  a  change  in  the  Mortgage,  etc.  I  told  them  that  1  would 
not  be  a  hinderance  to  them  in  selling,  that  I  would  he  very  glad  to 
be  paid  the  $1000,  with  what  Interest  was  due,  or  hold  the  same  men 
responsible  for  the  Int.  1  feared  trouble,  I  did  not  wish  to  become 
odious  to  the  colored  People,  nor  oppressive  to  the  Germans.  I  told 
all  my  dilliculties  to  Mr.  Towle,  put  all  the  papers  in  his  hands,  only 
to  secure  me  in  pyt.  ol  int.  and  not  bring  me  in  collision  with  the 
Cob  d.  People.  I  his  1  believe  is  six  months  since,  I  heard  nothing  nor 
cared  nothing  about  it. 

1  wrote  a  note  to  G.  Porter  lor  permission  to  call  upon  him  and 
occupie  may  be  two  hours  with  whining,  he  called  immediately  on 
me.  declared  he  had  not hing  to  do  but  to  1  a’sten.  And  when  you  can 
feel  so  too,  you  may  begin  to  read.  I  told  him  1  knew  that  he  thought 
women  troublesome  clients.  1  could  not  help  that,  that  1  had  deter¬ 
mined  last  night  after  distressing  nights,  head  aching  and  so  nervus 
that  I  could  no  longer  think  nor  write,  to  tell  him  that  I  thought  it 
a  cruel  thing  in  him  to  refuse  pay  for  attending  to  what  business  he 
had  done  lor  me.  That  he  and  Mr.  Baker  were  the  only  men  who 
could  do  the  business  for  me  and  lie  tried  to  laugh  it  oil,  by  saying 
that  he  was  our  retained  council,  etc.  No  Sir,  this  will  not  do.  You, 
rather  than  accept  the  labor  of  any  human  being  gratis,  would  take 
your  Pick  Axe  and  grub  in  the  Street,  lie  laughed  and  as  1  talked 
lie  became  more  sober  and  manifested  much  tenderness  of  feeling, 
and  said,  1  trust  you  will  never  more  hesitate  to  call  on  me.  I  will 
charge  you,  and  do  as  you  desire,  make  it  the  business  of  my  Nephew, 
whom,  altho  an  ungainly,  awkward  fellow,  I  am  not  afraid  to  trust. 
Your  business  shall  be  faithfully  attended  to  in  my  Office.”  And  for 
pay  Mr.  Porter.  Oh  yes  for  pay.  l  ie  laughed  and  said  “every  one  to 
see  that  green  fellow,  but  he  is  just  like  My  Brother,  would  not  trust 
him  to  think.  I  will  tell  you  what  1  said  to  him  when  he  came  in 
from  the  Country.  Fred,  go  right  down  to  Mr.  Couse, 1  the  dancing 
Master,  and  tell  him  to  give  you  dancing  lessons,  privately  for  two 
quarters,  and  try  to  act  and  walk  like  other  men.  The  fellow  went 
and  did  improve  very  much.  Yet  oh  he  is  gawky,  just  now  as  bitterly 
cold  as  the  weather  is  I  met  him  going  down  the  Avenue,  with  his 
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head  rutming  away  beyond  his  shoulders,  no  overcoat,  his  Haps  to 
his  unbuttoned  Coat  living  with  the  wind,  a  ligure  lor  amusement. 
Fied  where  in  such  haste?  Where  is  your  Overcoat?  in  period  sur¬ 
prize,  he  thought  he  had  it  on!!  Notwithstanding  all  these,  he  is  to 
be  trusted.  Oive  yourself  no  more  trouble,  send  it  to  the  ollice.  Now 
there  is  one  Mountain  removed. 

Much  love  to  Mary  to  all  the  precious  little  Flock.  And  love  with 
earnest  prayer  that  God’s  richest  blessings  may  be  yours,  deal  Son, 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Adam  Couse,  whose  Music  &:  Piano  Store  was  underneath  the  Masonic  Hall,  had 
a  Dancing  School  in  one  of  the  rooms  attached  to  the  hall.  Mr.  Couse  was  a  finished 
dancing  master  and  introduced  all  the  new  dances  as  fast  as  they  appeared  on  the 
carpet  hast.  lie  had  a  large  class  at  once,  and  gave  universal  satisfaction.  He  almost 
danced  himself  to  death  and  had  to  gi\e  it  up.  (This  information  was  given  hy  the 
Burton  Historical  Collection,  Detroit  Public  Library.) 

February  10th,  1857. 

Dearly  loved  comfort  and  Son 

Give  my  love  to  Mary,  tell  her  that  her  not  writing  makes  me  sad, 
and  not  one  word  from  Robert1  since  the  day  he  arrived  in  N.York. 
Your  brief  “all  well”  10  me  is  painful,  could  you  only  know  how 
Looly  constantly  occupies  my  mind  you  would  write  me  something 
of  him  in  every  letter. 

When  I  think  of  my  Bilk.  Act.  1st  February  leaving  to  my  Gr. 
only  $yo,  1  am  shocked,  and  cannot  tell  what  has  become  of  the 
money  that  has  been  spent.  I  know  that  I  am  not  guilty  of  one  act  of 
extravagance.  In  giving  1  do  not  give  one  cent  more  than  Mr.  S.  did 
when  he  lived.  Nor  as  much,  for  oftentimes  he  would  give  to  one 
Minister  $50,  to  another  40  and  so  on.  I  put  the  blanket  over  my 
head  and  rush  over  the  falls,  and  all  the  waters  meet  in  one  vast 
basin,  and  all  I  can  say  I  have  done  the  best  I  could.  My  living  is  of 
the  most  economical  cast,  except  Francis’  wages,  but  he  is  everything 
to  me;  I  really  believe  him  to  be  a  God  fearing,  God  loving  man, 
filled  with  the  darkness  of  popery. 
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Ic  11  Mary  that  Mrs.  James  Mantua  maker  turns  out  to  he  a  woman 
of  very  bad  Character.  She  was  lately  robbed  of  a  considered  amt. 
of  Money,  as  well  as  Store  Goods,  “Elegant  Cloaks  and  Mantillas’’, 
etc.  They  had  got  as  far  as  Buffalo,  some  to  Rochester,  when  they 
and  some  of  the  Gang  who  stole  them  were  arrested.  She  went  East 
to  identify  properly,  etc.  When  who  should  be  the  leading  offender 
but  the  Son  of  the  man,  who,  won  by  the  wiles  of  Mrs.  James,  for¬ 
sook  his  wife  and  became  her  devoted,  had  put  her  in  business  on 
the  E.  Avenue!  What  a  life! 

Uncle  Thorne  writes  me  that  Bond  St.  Mrs.  Cunningham  is  the 
daughter  of  an  old  Rope  Maker  in  Brooklyn,  who  used  to  live  in  an 
alley  running  behind  Maa’s.  I  remember  the  name  (Hempstead) 
well,  cannot  in  mind  recognize  the  girls  three  of  them.  Cunning¬ 
ham’s  Eat  her  was  a  good  old  Scotchman,  whose  son  went  to  destruc¬ 
tion  through  marrying  this  beauty. 

Sarah  and  all  hers  arc  well.  Dear  Mrs.  Lycll  for  whom  I  feel  more 
tenderness  than  ever,  1  believe  the  I)r.  thinks  is  affected  just  as  lu  1 
Mother  was,  for  her  of  course  is  no  hope!  David  is  ill  with  in lla mina¬ 
tory  Rheumatism  so  that  she  has  not  much  comfort.  My  love  to 
Mary,  all  my  precious  children,  Miss  McKid  and  my  many  loved 
ones  in  Morristown.  Is  Mrs.  Biddle’s  Step  Mother  dead?  Mrs.  Ogden? 
I  saw  a  wife  of  Judge  Ogden  of  Patterson,  N.J.  marked  as  dead. 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son, 

Ever  your  affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 

I  am  troubled  that  I  hear  nothing  of  Robert. 

1  I.t.  Robert  Stuart  bad  arrived  in  New  York  from  South  America  ou  Jan.  23.  In 
his  mother’s  letter  of  Jan.  27th  to  Mary  Baker,  she  writes  that  site  has  heard  from 
Robert,  who  has  just  arrived  in  New  York. 


Detroit  Eebruary  16th.  1857. 

Dear  Son 

Ehis  Burdcll  murder  is  a  terrible  thing1— It  makes  one  tremble, 
to  think  what  we  are  capable  of,  left  to  ourselves!  Oh  for  Gods  pro¬ 
tecting  &  restraining  grace!  How  that  poor  wretched  woman,  if  she 
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is  the  Murderess— would  have  exclaimed,  had  she  been  told  that  she 
would  have  done  so— “Am  I  a  dog  See  See"  and  so  we  all.  It  seems  to 
me  l hue  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  she  and  Eckel  are  the  guilty  ones. 
We  had  just  in  the  rear  of  us,  a  German  murdered  in  his  own  house, 
he  lived  alone,  stabbed  in  several  places  no  possible  clue  to  the 
perpetrator. 

May  the  love  S:  peace  of  God,  which  pass  .ill  understanding  be 
abidingly  yours  &  your  households  dear  Son  is  the  daily  prayer  of 
your  sincerely  attached  Mother 

E.E.S. 


1  I)r.  Harvey  Burclcll,  a  well-known  dentist,  was  tnurili  ml  in  New  Yoik  City  at 
31  Bond  Strcet-not  far  from  the  home  of  Mrs.  Looe  Baker.  The  landlady,  Mis.  Cun¬ 
ningham,  and  another  boarder,  John  J.  Eckel  were  also  involved.  Mis.  Cunningham 
was  tried  and  released. 


Detroit,  February  mst,  1857. 

beat  Son 

The  result  of  your  visit  to  Brooklyn  has  depressed  me  so,1  that 
I  lecl  as  it  I  want  to  be  alone.  1  ruly  wc  are  where  we  should  be; 
Shut  up  to  God  alone!  The  thought  of  new  suffering  imposed  upon 
his  precious  slender  Body  seems  cruel!  and  then,  looking  forward 
to  stiller  lepioof  of  conscience,  fearing  that  all  had  not  been  done 
which  might.  Oh  Son  it  makes  my  brain  whirl.  What  ever  may  be 
your  decision,  il  1  can  in  any  way  with  this  rickelly  Tabernacle,  be 
ol  any  use,  command  me  any  way,  I  would  ptst  as  leave  rent  this 
house,  and  take  Elizabeth,  and  go  and  board  in  that  German  Doc¬ 
tor’s  house,  and  have  Looly  there,  and  then  you  know,  you  could 
be  with  him  whenever  you  pleased.  Oh  if  in  any  way  on  Earth,  I  can 
contribute  to  his  comfort,  or  relieve  You,  it  is  all  I  ask,  if  only  for 
one  Year,  I  should  feel,  altho  1  might  not  have  accomplished  any¬ 
thing,  as  il  it  had  been  the  best  spent  year  of  all  my  life.  Son,  if  we 
should  get  to  Heaven,  nothing  will  amaze  us  more  than  the  clear 
view  which  we  shall  have  of  the  power,  neglected  power,  of  the 
mighty  Engine  Prayer!  our  want  of  faith  almost  prevents  the  results 


K  \\  VV’Y  \.\  \Hi  .  \  l 


a,!.,  n. H)  Mill  n’j  ,il  orl t  bell  .bwi  l»"  »'«'<  '•  afK>hr**»I^  »•"« 

■ 


,;|  J  o,  Mil!**  I !  <  l  i  |  Olf  »»  it  |  I*.  >’/  f*I  ’  J*  1 


i” 

yluo  li  ’ i  Hi.  ai  Ji  ijoY  Viibi  10  ,jtn|iii<r>  'ii\  01  UiJo'j 

,  >ii  ilt  IK,  •>..  «J/I  (!  t<-  Oflin;  .bo  1  I:  >H.  I  !"  •  >li" 

•  .  ,nofc  I  Ml  Hr.  1  I  .  V  mi.  {  »>’kI  >fl  :  1  'fi  •  v11,1' 

1»  M,I,  ni; r!t  trtoiff  Ml  '  UK  Ifiv  »»r«il>(  <  I  oi  fig  billon^ 

Ml t  *  !(■  If0<j  llM  .  V.ti  ,TJVA'i.j  >|il  It;  .>/.!»  'I  l!«  1>W  *  » ‘ '  >■  7 

it  .ili«Jirjv)iq  leomli;  iliiiilln  i  i./rnw  i i  t*i  l  (U'w 


ST  LI  A  RT  LETTERS 


7s!) 

which  God  stands  ready  to  bestow,  but  we  not  ready  to  rel  ieve.  May 
God  grant  us  till  whose  hearts  arc  deeply  interested  in  this  blessed 
invalid,  a  spirit  of  deep  fervent  wrestling  prayer  of  faith— that  if  con¬ 
sistent  with  his  holy  will  that  he  may  be  healed,  or  at  least  spared 
suffering. 

With  much  love  to  You  dear  Son, 

ever  Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  A  consultation  with  the  German  doctor— Or.  Louis  Bauer,  Physician  &  Surgeon 
Orthopedic  Institution,  .jyc)  Pacific  Street,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 


Detroit,  Feb.  28th,  1857. 

Dear  Son 

The  Jews  made  their  last  payt.  of  $75  due  1st  Feb.  this  morning, 
they  are  all  right.  Not  one  word  of  Allen,  nor  of  Gotheal. 

March  4th.  1  am  just  in  rect.  of  your  truly  welcome  but  sadening 
Letter  of  27th  ins.  You  see  from  the  1st  date  of  this,  that  it  is  some 
days  since  I  began  to  write,  but  1  have  suffered  so  severely  for  the 
past  week  with  depression  of  spirits,  that  1  threw  my  pen  on  one  side 
and  could  not  rouse  myself  to  writing.  Oh  I  cannot  tell  you  how 
deeply  sorrowful  I  am  about  our  blessed  precious  Looly,  the  dear 
sufferer!  1  feel  like  a  Bird  in  a  Cage,  flying  from  side  to  side,  beating 
its  head  against  the  wires,  and  all  to  no  purpose.  I  know  that  as  re¬ 
gards  action,  /  am  utterly  useless,  but  with  Elizabeth  as  nurse,  or 
servant,  under  my  supervision,  it  seems  to  me  that  1  am  the  one  to 
go  anywhere  with  or  for  him,  the  blessed  Lamb.  “Rather  than  suffer 
as  he  does,  die  and  go  to  Heaven”!!  May  God  fit  him  for  what  is 
before  him! 

I  wrote  to  A.G.D.F.  Randolph  a  little  while  since  and  enclosed 
$2,  directing  him  to  send  A  Pack  of  Game  Cards,  one  to  dear  Looly, 
one  to  Eliza,  one  to  Bessie  Turner,  one  to  Kitty,  with  directions  to 
send  it  to  Vincent  King,  Wall  Street,  addressed  to  W.  C.  B.  Morris¬ 
town.  Were  they  recieved?  Please  let  me  know.  Randolph  lives  (>83 
Broadway. 
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l.iltlc  Robert  lias  got  famously  through  with  scarlet  lever  and  the 
other  child  perfectly  well. 

I  have  not  seen  Mrs.  1  .edyard,  our  weather  is  so  dismally  cold  and 
damp,  that  I  shrink  from  going  out.  Soon  Mr.  1  .edyard  will  be  here 
on  his  return  from  N.  York,  then  I  will  get  all  satisfactory  intelli¬ 
gence  ol  Mrs.  Leveret t’s- school.  1  am  rejoiced  that  Robert  is  becom¬ 
ing  better  satisfied  with  his  school,  L  trust  that  all  will  eventuate  for 
his  good. 


1 1  was  surely  kind  m  M  iss  Me  Kid  to  be  willing  to  go  with  our  dear 
sufferer,  she  always  loved  him.  l)o  you  remember  the  day  the  blessed 
angel  was  dedicated  to  God  in  Baptism? 

Please  give  my  best  love  to  Mary,  tell  her  I  wish  she  would  make 
it  a  rule  to  write  to  me  every  week.  It  is  long  since  1  real.- a  letter 
horn  her.  My  love  to  my  dearly  loved  children.  Oh  I  pray  that  they 
all  may  be  the  Lord  s.  Earth  seems  to  me  very  empty,  very  unsatisfy¬ 
ing.  1  hear  you  say  yes,  and  so  it  will  to  us  when  we  shall  have  com¬ 
pleted  our  three  score  and  five  years.  1  am  so  sad  that  I  cannot  find 
a  thing  worth  writing  about.  Kind  regards  to  Miss  McKid.  Always 
love  to  Mrs.  Baker  and  Mrs.  Grilhn.  And  accept  for  yourself  dear 
Son  much  love  from 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 


E.E.S. 


Please  ask  Mary  if  she  knew  in  Texas  an  Officer  named  Steth.  What 
kind  ol  a  man  was  he?  And  if  you  can  without  trouble  let  me  know 
if  the  Randolph  Letter  is  recicved. 

Would  you  if  you  were  in  my  place  write  to  Got  heal  about  last  (pun  ¬ 
ter’s  Rents,  due  ist  Feb.  and  not  been  reccl.?  It  may  be  just  as  it  was 
last  quarter. 

-  Mrs.  E.  S.  l.everett’s  School  for  Young  Ladies,  32  West  18th  Si.  New  Voile  City. 


Detroit,  March  pth,  1857. 

Dear  Son 

It  is  a  poor  compliment  to  say  that  when  my  heart  is  so  dejected, 
and  my  brain  so  ricketty  that  I  cannot  think  connectedly,  nor  write 
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siiiliciciilly  dearly  to  put  anything  on  paper,  I  roll  all  my  burthen 
on  You,  and  think  “1  le  will  make  all  straight”. 

I  hear  so  seldom  from  Morristown  that  it  troubles  me.  1  cease  to 
ask  for  Looly,  hoping  that  you  will,  when  you  have  leisure  let  me 
know  all  about  him  and  the  other  dear  children. 

1  have  not  heard  one  word  from  Cot  heal  since  close  of  last  quarter, 
lias  he  pd.  you  your  Act.?  I  dislike  to  trouble  you,  but  1  think  1  le, 
as  well  as  others,  will  improve  by  feeling  that  1  have  a  strong  man 
to  look  after  business.  If  you  have  no  objection  1  wish  you  would 
write  him  a  note,  it  may  be  sailing  around  the  Country  as  his  last 
pay l .  did  and  he  think  that  I  have  reed,  the  money. 

On  Friday  Sarah  reed,  a  letter  from  David  saying  he  had  been 
sick  two  or  three  days,  but  was  now  well.  On  Saturday  she  and 
Kobei  t  started  for  Chicago.  We  expect  them  home  tonight. 

Much  love  to  Mary,  I  wish  she  was  a  better  correspondent,  but 
1  hope  she  is  better  and  more  happily  employed  than  in  writing  let¬ 
ters  to  me.  Much  love  to  all  my  heart’s  loved  children.  My  blessed 
Looly  is  with  me  always.  Until  now  1  have  always  hoped  for  his 
restoration.  God’s  and  not  our  will  be  done,  he  is  the  Lord’s  and 
living  or  dying  /  believe  he  will  be  the  Lord’s. 

With  love  to  you  dear  Son,  ever  your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E. 


Detroit,  March  30th,  1857. 

Very  dear  Son 

My  heart  is  full  of  our  precious  Looly,  we  loved  him  too  much,  in 
all  probability  would  have  spoiled  God’s  perfect  beautiful  work, 
which  now  we  trust  will  be  made  meet  for  the  inheritance  with  Saints 
in  glory.  I  rejoice  that  you  have  calmly  and  with  a  perfect  acquicsons 
to  God’s  blessed  will,  given  him  up.  Lie  is  and  has  been  our  Isaac, 
God  will  strengthen  you  and  honor  you  in  the  sacrifice!  Soon  oh  how 
soon  and  you  will  be  gathered. 

I  should  not  write  I  am  exceedingly  dejected.  I  thank  you  for  your 
kind  attention  in  having  written  Mr.  Baird.  I  hear  nothing  from 
Madison  nor  our  Mich.  St.  Taxes  through  Adams  and  Witt.  1  see  in 
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the  Journal  that  the  Kewanee  Lands  are  some  lor  which  Lands  in 
Brown  Co.  “were  exchanged.  My  lost  Deed  has  come  Irom  the  Dead 
Letter  Olftce.  Should  1  live  to  see  you  1  will  tell  you  all  about  it. 

1  rejoice  that  poor  Mary  has  even  got  the  appearance  of  decency 
in  servants,  it  is  hard  lor  her,  having  always  lived  in  Cari  bou,  she 
had  but  little  trouble.  1  had  live  in  about  three  weeks.  Kept  the  1  i fill 
because  she  is  pleasant.  Protestant,  no  smell  of  Irish  about  her  but 
respectable  German,  perhaps  a  little  more  capable  ol  Cooking, 
Washing  and  Ironing  than  Ellen.  My  Francis  is  line  Gold  altlio  a 
Catholic. 


(Jive  my  best  love  to  Mary,  tell  her  the  contents  of  her  letter  over 
which  she  so  bitterly  laments,  were  only  impressed  in  the  Sand.  It 
has  vanished  in  the  Whirlwind,  if  it  will  only  teach  her  the  lesson 
it  did  me— that  just  so  we  treat  our  Patient  God.  The  sin  of  unbelief 
caused  the  bones  of  the  Israelites  to  be  left  in  the  Wilderness.  Only 
unselfish  believing  Caleb  and  Josh,  entered  the  Canaan  of  promise. 

Dear  Son  I  know  that  I  have  tried,  you  make  Mary  read.  My  love 
to  my  blessed  children,  altho  Mary  strictly  maintains  that  I  do  not 
love  that  blessed  Bessie  and  by  it  will  make  Bessie  not  care  for  Grand- 
Ma.  She  is  very  tenderly  loved  by  me.  1  dare  not  often  say  so,  for  fear 
that  it  may  be  said  when  jealousy  evil  surmi/ings  and  all  manner  of 
uncharitable  ness  may  clothe  Grandmother. 

With  much  love  to  both  of  you,  and  one  unvarying  prayer  that 
you  and  your  household  may  be  wholly,  entirely  consecrated  to  God. 


Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 


E.  E.  Stuart 


Detroit  May  ist  1857 

Dear  Son— 

I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  be  better  able  to  write  than  I  am  at  present, 
and  tell  you,  how  delighted  I  was  in  settling  Aunt  “Mary”  at  New 
Port,  instead  of  Mary— as  your  kind  attention  of  yesterday  informed 
me.  I  feel  badly  that  I  cannot  write,  especially  as  it  is  a  bad  example 
to  my  precious  Mary,  Bessie,  &  Eliza,  not  acknowledging  favors— 
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My  love  to  Mary,  tell  her  for  nothing  do  1  more  regret  my  utter 
inability  to  write  than  that  I  cannot  return  her  a  burst  of  Artillery 
that  would  meet  her  last  to  me.  Tell  her  she  should  keep  her  1  .anceis 
shut,  until  time  came  to  spring  them  on  me.  When  1  wrote  “What 
ye  sow  you  shall  reap”— She  was  iartherest  from  my  thoughts,  now 
/  never  take  hints— tell  her  1  am  afraid  by  her  applying  it  to  hersell 
there  may  be  some  unknown  corner  in  which  she  finds  the  truth 
applicable— ’Tis  not  for  me  to  judge.  Tell  Mary  that  Mrs.  Grant  R: 
Son  (j  years  old  is  spending  a  few  days  with  me— We  talk  often  of  her 
Sc  Lockport  days1— She  sends  much  love  to  Mary.  Elizabeth  is  st  ill  at 
Goderich.-  I  hope  to  see  her  on  Thursday.  A  kiss  R:  much  love  for 
every  child  and  much  love  for  Mary,  hoping  soon  to  have  Mind  8c 
Body  to  write  her.  With  much  love  to  you  dearest  Son  from  yoiu 
sincerely  attached  Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart 

I  did  not  personally  know  Mr.  Halsey,  but  have  always  from  his 
appearance,  felt  deep  interest  enough  in  him  to  regret  that  so  good 
R:  respectable  a  man  has  left. 


1  Robert  Stuart  was  connected  with  the  construction  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan 
canal  as  sec  retary  of  the  Canal  Company’s  trustees.  The  Burton  1  listoric  al  Collection 
owns  a  letter  from  him  to  William  Woodbridge  of  Detroit,  headed,  Lock  poll,  Illinois, 
March  in,  1 8  j  (».  While  mainly  writing  about  politics,  Mr.  Stuart  adds  an  invitation 
to  Mr.  Woodbridge  "to  favor  ns  with  a  visit  on  the  .jlh  of  July  ’.j 7  .  .  ."  when  he  will 
lake  him  for  a  trip  on  the  new  canal,  lie  also  adds  “Mrs.  Stuart's  health  lias  greatly 
improved,  my  own  is  excellent. 

Robert  Stuart” 

-  Goderich,  Ontario,  the  home  of  Mrs.  Stuart’s  maid,  l-'.li/abcth. 


Detroit,  May  28,  1857. 

Dear  Son, 

Your  kind  Sc  very  welcome  favor  of  25  ins.  1  reed,  night  before 
last :  Yesterday  I  mailed  a  letter  to  Mary  8c  sent  you  a  paper,  contain¬ 
ing  a  little  sketch  of  that  Wondersmith;  at  first  I  thought  1  would 
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nidi  k  it,  and  send  it  to  (adieu  brown,  but  dared  not.  1  leel  as  you  do 
that  something  should  he  done  now,  they  certainly  as  things  now 
stand,  have  adv  antage  ol  us— we,  no  title,  they,  a  Deed  on  record,  the 
validity  ol  which  strengthens  every  day  Sc  our  inability  to  prove  it 
a  lorgcry  increasing.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Giiffin  spent  the 
morning  with  you  but  I  really  think  The  World  must  think  it 
strange  that  she  can  come  to  Morristown  to  spend  days  with  Mrs. 
Radlord  and  not  with  her  brother. 

1  wish  Mary  would  unbend  a  little  and  give  them  a  cordial  invita¬ 
tion  to  especially  visit  your  house,  Mrs.  G.1  for  as  long  as  she  might 
make  it,  or  find  it  pleasant,  Sc  Mrs.  baker-’  Sc  Fislr1  lor  a  day.  A  very 
lew  years  in  the  manner  in -which  the  last  was  spent,  will  find  you 
strangers.  Did  Mary  spend  her  last  holiday  at  Ursula?1  Mrs.  Ledyard 
told  me  that  Lizzy  was  so  distressed  that  she  and  Mary  were  not  at 
the  same  school.  1  think  that  they  arc  not  altogether  satisfied  with 
Mis.  Evcret.'1  I  am  thankful  that  our  blessed  Looly  continues  com¬ 
fortable,  and  that  all  are  doing  well— I  have  been  really  troubled  at 
the  knowledge  that  my  visit  caused  such  a  thorough  disorganization 
of  the  family.  Mow  docs  dear  “Sister  Emma”0  get  on?  I  fas  she  come 
into  systematic  practizing  her  music?  1  hope  so— her  'Teacher  told 
me  that  he  was  determined  she  should  be  equal  to  Mary— and  my 
poor  little  Eliza,  1  hope  will  soon  catch  bessie.  blessed  children  they 
are  with  me  in  spirit  most  ol  the  time,  the  two  dear  little  ones,  always 
come  before  me  together,  and  it  gladcns  my  heart  that  they  always 
appear  in  love.  May  God’s  richest  blessing  be  upon  the  little  group. 
I  have  faith  to  believe  that  they  are  chosen  sealed  ones,  to  become 
inheritors  with  the  Saints  in  light.  I  am  afraid  my  letter  to  Mary 
may  trouble  the  water.  1  trust  lo  you  to  pour  oil  on  them. 

“They  say”  such  dismal  times  were  never  seen  as  now  exists  in 
Detroit,  the  streets  seem  as  if  a  pestilence  were  raging— the  pressure 
for  money  is  terrible.  I  doubt  if  David  will  recicve  your  note;  while 
here  he  was  telegraphed  to  go  off  to  undertake  some  “conspiracy 
case”.  I  got  the  impression  away  from  Chicago. 

My  love  to  Mary  and  my  blessed  tenderly  loved  children— kind 
regards  to  Miss  McKid. 
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W  ith  much  love  lo  you,  and  daily  prayer  that  you  may  be  guided 
and  comforted  by  unerring  wisdom,  ever  believe  me  your  sincerely 
at  tached  A I  ot  her 

E.E.S. 

1  Mrs.  Gnll.ii-Chrisiine  Kean  Griffin,  William  Maker's  step-sister. 

-.Mis.  Loot  Maker— William  Maker's  stepmother,  who  had  been  the  widow  of  Gol. 
l*i  ter  Kean  of  Elizabeth,  N.  f . 

:!  Mrs.  Hamilton  Fish,  who  was  Mrs.  Maker’s  daughter,  Julia  Kean  Fish,  stepsister 
ol  William  C.  Maker. 

1  The  Kean’s  country  home. 

5  Probably  Is.  S.  Leveret t’s  School  for  Young  Ladies  at  32  West  18th  St.  New  'l  ink 
City. 

Fli/abeth  Emma  Maker,  afterwards  Mrs.  Robert  Stuart  Turner— called  “Sistei 
Emma"  lo  distinguish  her  troin  Elizabeth  Emma  Millings  Turner,  her  cousin  and 
step-sister. 


Detroit,  June  5th,  1857 

Dear  Son,— 

My  heart  rejoices  at  the  glad  tidings  of  our  beautiful  precious 
Eooly.  Oh  that  he  could  be  restored  to  health.  I  would  not:  let  him 
drive  about  on  his  legs— even  to  creep.  1  believe  that  if  he  can  be  ke  pt 
quiet  lor  a  time  the  limb  will  become  healthy.  1  am  not  willing  to  be 
forgotten  by  those  precious  children  nor  to  be  unloved— but  it  has 
lo  be  so— how  selfish  the  heart  is— instead  of  being  happy  in  loving 
we  crave  lo  be  loved.  Love  does  not  run  up  bill  it  descends,  and  this 
is  God’s  plan— were  it  otherwise,  we  should  be  anything  but  benevo¬ 
lent— “He  doeth  all  things  well”. 

1  feel  sadly  about  dear  little  Bessie.  She  seems  the  healthiest  of 
Mary’s  children,  yet  we  all  naturally  feel  troubled  if  she  is  not  per¬ 
fectly  well.  I  hope  her  indisposition  arose  from  the  change  of 
weather.  We  have  cold,  wet,  backward  weather.  I  wish  Mary  had 
sent  Robert  here— it  would  not  have  been  as  expensive,  and  I  think 
he  would  have  been  as  well  off  as  at  Cozens.  Dear  little  fellow,  it  does 
seem  a  difficulty  in  his  advancing  uninteruptedly  in  his  education. 
These  monthly  Fridays  are  joyous  periods  to  all,  for  dear  Mary  quite 
an  impetus,  when  she  returns  to  study,  to  all  at  home  a  delightful 
lest  ival,  to  he  remembered  with  pleasure  all  their  life  through.  These 
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dear  children  have  had  and  are  having  an  unusually  happy  home. 
And  our  dear  luckless  Bessie— Oh  I  wish  you  would  iry  the  e  xperi¬ 
ment  and  when  her  term  is  finished  with  Miss  Seeley,'  let  me  have 
her,  if  for  only  one  year— perhaps  the  change  might  be  beneficial, 
it  is  worth  the  experiment.  1  think  she  can  in  every  w;t)  have  as  good 
advantages  here  as  in  Morristown.  Here  she  will  be  alone,  nothing 
to  tempt  her  to  giddiness— her  exercise  in  daily  going  to  Jv  coming 
from  school  will  be  sufficient,  at  any  rate,  it  will  break  up,  for  a  sea¬ 
son  at  least,  bad  habits.  I  think  it  w  ill  relieve  Mary,  and  be  ol  incal¬ 
culable  advantage  to  Eliza,  who  you  say  is  faithful  in  practicing  and 
dcligcnt  in  her  studies.  Is  not  the  experiment  worth  trying?  She 
would  be  great  company  &:  comfort  for  me.  You  cannot  imagine  how 
lonely  it  is  to  sit  down  meal  alter  meal  entirely  alone.  M\  love  to 
Mary  and  every  one  ol  the  loved  little  ones,  especially  my  poor  little 
Eooly,  and  for  yourself  accept  my  heart’s  warmest  love. 

Ever  your  affectionate  mother 

E.  E.  Stuart 

Were  you  here  when  poor  Griswold  was  appointed  Purser?  They 
have  just  reed,  intelligence  of  his  death  on  Coast  of  Africa.  1  le  has 
left  a  suffering,  inefficient  wretched  family,  Wife  &  5  children— not 
a  human  being  to  look  to  for  aid. 

1  Kale  Lowry  wrote  that  Miss  Seeley’s  liuisi  have  been  (lie  New  Yolk  hoarding’ 
school  attended  by  Mary  and  Bessie  Baker.  Mary  liked  it,  but  Bessie  was  miserable. 


June  1  1 ,  1857 

Dear  Son 

If  Mary  were  to  see  my  paper  scraps  she  wotdd  read  well  merited 
lecture,  but  they  are  indicative  of  my  memory,  and  I  fear  after  these 
have  gone,  I  shall  think  of  something  which  I  shall  have  forgotten. 

While  in  Morristown  I  tried  by  watching  to  find  out  what  would 
be  an  acceptable  present  for  Mary,  as  she  had  told  me  “never  to  give 
it  in  money,  that  $50  which  1  had  given  her  to  get  something  with 
she  had  never  used.  Will  you  get  something  for  her  Birthday.1  I  will 
send  you  a  chk.  on  N.York  from  Mr.  I.yell  for  $50.  1  have  neither 
taste  nor  judgement  and  therefore  could  not  select  it.  I  once  heard 
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her  speak  of  a  chair,  when  I  spoke  ol  getting  such  as  she  would  like 
she  rather  ridiculed  the  idea  of  a  piece  of  Furniture.  Please  present 
whatever  you  get  to  her  on  the  morning  of  the  i> 7 1 h ,  with  my  love 
and  sincere  wishes  for  her  long  continuance  of  uninterrupted 
happiness. 

1  address  to  you  that  you  may  take  out  the  scraps. 

(E.E.S.) 

1  Al.ii  y  Stuart  Rake  r’s  birthday  was  011  June  27th. 


Detroit  June  1 7 1  h ,  1857 

Dear  Son,— 

My  heart  rejoices  in  the  happiness  you  have  with  Mary.  You  cer¬ 
tainly  were  favored  in  having  that  school  recommended  to  her.  1 
have  never  for  one  moment  felt  anxiety  for  her.  My  dear  Bessie 
1  feel  very  sadly  about.  I  beg  leave  to  differ  entirely  from  you,  in 
opinion  relative  to  “age  R:  experience  correcting”  what  is  now  so 
painful  to  all  who  are  interested  in  her,  and  to  say  no  more,  the 
sullcring  from  mortification  and  loss  of  self  esteem,  which  must  re¬ 
sult  of  such  habits.  In  everything  but  in  this,  I  acknowledge  your 
superiority  of  judgment  &  love  to  be  submissive  to  it,  and  never  am, 
in  important  matters  easy,  unless  1  feel  1  have  it  to  sustain  me.  But 
in  this  case,  you  go  in  the  face  of  infinite  wisdom.  “Train  a  child  in 
the  way  he  should  go  and  he  will  not  depart  from  it."  You  must 
remember  in  this  field  1  worked  before  your  or  Mary’s  children  were 
horn,  and  1  tell  you  that  what  ye  sow  you  shall  reap.  Don’t  you  think 
one  having  reaped  the  whirl  wind  might  be  brought  in  reliance  011 
God,  her  own  experience  in  the  past,  to  be  able  to  take  one  little 
pliable  sappling  and  tie  it  here,  R:  prune  it  there  and  dig  around  it 
to  day  R:  graft  a  little  of  self  respect,  benevolence,  veneration  for  God, 
age  and  duty  to  society  to  form  a  tree  that  might  not  be  among  the 
roughest  or  most  useless  in  the  Garden?  I  hope  much  from  Mary’s 
influence  and  companionship  at  home  this  summer.  But  notwith¬ 
standing  your  opinion,  I  have  the  vanity  to  think,  that  she  will  never 
do  as  well  anywhere  as  with  me  for  the  next  three  years  should  God 
spare  my  life,  if  he  should  not  she  can  but  go  home.  I  hoped  much 
from  the  change  and  did  I  not  think  it  of  the  utmost  importance, 
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I  would  not  dare  alter  what  you  have  written,  write  as  boldly  as 
I  have  done. 

With  much  love  to  Mary,  my  precious  children  &  Miss  McK.., 
always  a  large  share  lor  yourself,  from 

Yours 
Sincere!) , 

E.E.S. 


Detroit,  )  line  eg,  t  857. 

Dear  Son 

O11  Saturday  morning  just  as  we  were  assembled  for  family  wor¬ 
ship,  Robert1  and  his  little  Virginia  walked  in.—  1  was  as  much  sur¬ 
prized  as  if  they  had  dropped  from  the  clouds.—  1  Ie  appears  well  and 
cheerful.— Through  Elizabeth  who  gets  her  information  from  Jin- 
ncy— a  1  learn  that  Jinney  is  to  stay  here  one  year,  “as  there  is  not  a 
decent  school  in  Roslyn!!”  1  infer  from  this  that  Robert  took  her 
from  Madam  Chignary’s. 

We  are  having  a  large  Sab.  School  convention.  I  have  two  Minis¬ 
ters.—  On  Saturday  our  City  was  thrown  into  excitement  by  a  Fire 
kindled  by  a  Mob.—  Four  Houses  were  burnt,  and  the  poor  wretches 
all  pitched  into  the  Street— about  a  half  mile  above  the  R  Road 
Bridge.—  A  Nest  of  about  50  or  bo  I  louses  had  become  so  offensive 
to  the  neighborhood,  and  nothing  could  be  done  to  oust  them,  that 
the  people  became  outraged  R:  took  Law  into  their  own  hands.— 
This  morning  Dr.  Russell’s  &:  Co.  Grand  magnificent  smelting  Fur¬ 
nace  was  utterly  destroyed  by  the  Coal  generating  Gass— blowing 
the  whole  to  Atoms  and  burning  what  they  did  not  lose  by  combus¬ 
tion.  A  heavy  loss  individually  Sc  to  the  City.— 

Today  1  have  begun  an  expensive  job-opening  and  new  laying 
Water  Works.—  The  Casses'  leave  on  Tuesday,  1  suspect  never  to 
return,  they  are  I  am  told  thoroughly  disgusted  with  David.—  A  few 
days  since  an  effort  was  made  to  give  him  a  Pub.  Dinner.—  1  Ie  would 
not  accept.—  Yesterday  he  and  Mr.  Lcdyard  called  to  say  farewell, 
he  appeared  (I  think)  very  sad  &:  looks  ten  years  older  than  when 
1  last  saw  him. 
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I  think  that  “Nancy  R:  Sally  Wright”  arc  my  “Aunt  Silky's"’’ 
daughters.—  Me  I  believe  was  a  N.  Jersey  man.—  Nancy  became  a 
gay  fashionable  Episcopalian  while  Aunt  Suky  R:  Sally  ever  con¬ 
tinued  the  Friends’  costume,  R:  attended  Quaker  Meeting  in  Pearl 
Street  until  she  died.—  Poor  Nancy  was,  1  am  now  persuaded,  thor¬ 
oughly  converted  under  Dr.  Milners  Ministry  and  died  a  happy 
Christian.  Should  they  have  been  the  ones  attended  to,  1  low  strange 
it  seems  that  members  of  the  two  families  had  so  many  Years  since 
been  acquainted! 

My  love  to  Mary  R:  every  one  of  the  dear  children— also  to  Miss 
Mi  kill.—  I  am  truly  happy  to  hear  of  Looly’s  comfort.—  May  he  be 
kept  in  peace  R:  cheerfulness.—  Anything  more  is  not  to  be  hoped 
for,— for  this  we  do  all  feel  deeply  thankful.—  Let  us  ever  pray,  un¬ 
ceasingly.  that  he  may  if  it  is  consistent  with  God’s  will,  be  spared 
Physical  suffering,  and  his  heart,  be  so  operated  by  the  1  loly  Spirit- - 
as  to  not  only  so  (it  him  for  an  inheritance  with  the  Saints  in  light, 
but  that  his  life  here  may  be  a  foretaste  of  the  joys  of  his  1  Ieavcnly 
home. 

Poor  dear  Freddy  I  am  told  is  suffering  severely. 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son— Your  obliged  R:  sincerely 
attached 

Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

Yesterday  John  Weeks  &  Wife  called  to  say  Farewell— Going  to  settle 
East,  perhaps  near  you.  Sarah  has  just  come  in  R:  says  give  my  love 
to  all  at  Baker’s. 

1  In  Feb.  1857  Koljcrt  Stuart  had  returned  from  South  America,  and  on  March  i»7th 
he  was  ordered  to  the  IJ.S.S.  Dale,  which  was  to  sail  to  join  the  African  Squadron. 
On  April  13,  1857  Robert  Stuart  resigned  from  the  U  S.  Navy,  and  his  resignation  was 
accepted  April  iG,  1857. 

-  Nickname  for  Virginia. 

:!  Mine.  Heloise  I).  Ghegaray  school,  68-70  Madison  Avenue,  N.Y. 

1  Lewis  Gass,  Secretary  of  State  in  the  Cabinet  of  President  Buchanan. 

•r»  Susannah  Palmer,  sister  of  John  Palmer,  whose  daughter  married  E.  E.  Stuart’s 
father,  John  Sullivan.  Susannah  Palmer,  born  about  1733,  married  Charles  Wright, 
Nov.  G,  17G  ]. 
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Detroit,  July  <),  1 857. 

Dear  Son— 

1  hope  ere  this,  tl  lat  my  darling  Kate  is  sal  el  y  through  her  chit  ken 
pox  and  that  all  are  doing  well.  My  heart  rejoices  in  our  sweet 
Kooly’s  comfortable  state.  May  our  Father  bless  him  and  lit  him  to 
live,  or  to  be  mete  lor  the  inheritance  of  the  Saints  in  life.  It  is  all 
that  is  worth  having.—  My  love  if  you  please  to  the  other  dear  chil¬ 
dren.  1  ell  my  sweet  Mary  that  1  am  really  setting  her  a  very  bad 
example  in  not  having  acknowledged  reel,  of  her  kind  letter  written 
from  Mrs.  Gibson’s.—  I  have  not  been  able.—  1  am  more  quiet  in  my 
nervus  system  today— it  is  why  I  am  able  to  write  as  1  have  done  to 
you.  lias  Bessie  reed,  her  wash  silk?  They  assured  me  that  it  would 
go  quicker  and  more  direct  by  Mail  than  Express.  1  mailed  it  ist 
day  J tine.— 

I  have  just  pd.  .'>19.  for  opening,  deepening  5k  repairing  Water 
works.  A  note  this  moment  from  Mr.  Towle,  informs  me  that  Mr. 
Mum  ford’s  House  Basement  has  two  feet  of  water  in  it,  which  is 
becoming  offensive.  This  is  the  Cellar  from  whit  h  that  St  amp  Allen 
professed  to  lead  a  drain  and  for  which  he  made  me  pay  Si  8.  To¬ 
morrow  I  must  send  for  a  Mechanic  to  do  the  needful.— 

David  has  spent  the  three  last  days  here,  is  now  in  Chicago.  1  was 
never  more  surprized  than  I  was  on  1  3  ins.  Robert  and  his  deal  little 
Jinney1  dropped  as  unexpectedly  in  our  midst  as  if  he  came  from 
the  Clouds.  At  the  dear  child’s  request  1  wrote  a  short  note  for  her 
to  her  Mot  her. 

It  is  so  dark  I  cannot  sec.  Give  much  love  to  Mary,  tell  her  as  soon 
as  I  can,  I  will  write.  I  fear  I  shall  pay  for  this.—  Love  to  Miss  McK. 
And  for  you  dear  Son  my  heart’s  best  love  5k  gratitude  from  your 

Sincerely  attached 

Mother 

E.E.S 

George  Thorne  has  just  left.  Sat  an  hour,  5k  was  obliged  to  return 
to  company  at  the  Biddle  House.  Breakfasts  with  me,  5k  leaves  at 
to  A.M. 

1  Virginia  Stuart,  daughter  of  Robert  &:  Ellen  Cairns  Stuart. 
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Detroit,  J  uly  i  f>lh,  1 857 

My  own  dear  Sonny--' 

Among-  my  many  causes  to  make  me  sorry  that  1  am  so  unwell, 
not  the  least  is  that  1  am  totally  unable  to  write  to  you  or  your  deal 
Father  Aunty-  !v  dear  Sisters  1  am  glad  that  the  dear  little  ones  arc 
through  with  chick  Pox.  Fell  them  all  how  much  Grand  Mother 
thinks  ol  them,  &  of  Morristown.  1  send  you  by  Aunt  Sarah  '  a  bundle 
of  gum  drops  to  divide  with  all  -and  two  boxes  ol  liirds  R:  Beasts, 
which  1  hope,  while  the  others  are  enjoying  themselves  with  living 
ones  in  the  of>en  air,  they  may  cheer  a  lew  of  your  hours  in  your 
room.  God  can,  and  will  make  you  happy  there,  as  well  as  il  you 
could  run  out  doors,  just  as  the  others  do  Only  dear  Sonny  never 
lorgct  to  keep  that  well  leg  strati  lied  straight  all  the  time,  because 
that  will  incline  the  other  to  do  so.  Poor  1 'redie  neglected  this,  R; 
from  sitting  in  Bed  all  the  time  with  both  up,  he  is  now  utterly 
unable  to  move.  Grandmother  thinks  that  too  many  experiments 
have  injured  him.  I  am  glad  that  your  dear  kind  Father,  allot  ha\  ing 
the  advice  of  the  best  Physic  ian,  and  spared  no  expense,  nor  atten- 
t  ion.  nor  love,  nor  labor,  has  decided  to  leave  all  to  your  dear  Savior 
( Jod  who  is  the  great  Physician,  and  to  Nature.  We  will  all  pray  that 
out  clear  boy  may  not  be  called  to  intense  sullcring,  but  that  his  ill¬ 
ness  may  be  the  means  ol  fitting  him  to  be  one  ol  Ghrist’s  happiest, 
purest  little  ones  here,  R:  in  Heaven. 

Francis  hands  me  a  letter  from  your  dear  kind  Father— -and  now 
with  a  kiss  for  all  the  sisters  &:  love,  Jv  love  to  Cousin  Robert  ~l  (band 
Mother  kisses  you  my  sweet  boy,  and  would  love  to  help  you.  Papa 
says  clear  little  Bessie0  seems  unwell— 1  wish  Aunty  would  bring  her 
lot  a  change  up  here. 

Grand  Ma 


1  “Sonny'* — lit  tic*  I.ooe  Baker. 

-  "Aumy”—  name  given  Mary  Turner  Bakci  by  her  stepchildren,  who  were  also  her 
m\  i  e.s  X-  nephews. 

:1  "Aunt  Sarah"  was  the  wife  of  David  Stuart,  the  brother  of  Loot’s  mother,  Kate 
Baker. 

1  Cousin  Robert— Robert  Stuart  Turner,  little  l .one's  cousin  K-  stepbrother. 

«•  Bessie  Turner,  Looe’s  cousin  Jv:  step-sister,  sistei  ol  Robert  Turner. 
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J  lily  1  bill,  1  Sr,  7 

Dear  Son: 

I  have  written  enough  to  Sonny  to  make  me  tremble:  etc  can  only 
1  hank  yon  lor  your  kind  attention.  In  yonr  lavoi  of  1  1 ,  yon  ask  how 
long  Rob1  is  to  remain.  1  know  no  more  ol  his  circumstances,  plans 
etc.  than  yon.  1  lad  his  Mother  had  the  wisdom  ol  his  Wife,  he  would 
have  been  the  best  trained  man  on  Earth. 

I  am  more  than  happy  at  the  Fish  visit,-  k  yours  to  lJrsina,:f  they 
have  shown  themselves  I  think  lovely  well  bred  persons— and  now 
I  hope  nothing  will  occur  to  produce  coolness  with  any  member 
however  remote  of  any  families.  Mary  must  not  feel  1  molded  about 
coolness  with  Aunt  Jane.  She  nor  the  children  lose  nothing  by  it. 
I  like  Mr.  R:  Mrs.  Kean  much— none  can  sympathise  more  than  I  do 
with  him.  Urge  him  to  St.  Catli:4— Only  think  of  the  absurdity  of 
buying  baths  by  the  Bottlefull!  —  Nonsense— I  participate  in  Mrs. 
Morris’  &:  Estelle’s  prosperity,  1  think  they  deserve  it.  Not  that  1 
think  that  there  is  comfort  in  Carriage  or  I  lorses  except  as  /  keep 
them. 

1  am  glad  that  Rob  is  enjoying  his  vacation,  I  understand  that  he 
stands  high  in  his  school.  Robert  went  this  morning  with  Sarah  as 
far  as  Buffalo.  This  was  to  have  gone  with  her. 

(E.E.S.) 

1  Robert  Stuart— son  of  E.  E.  Stuart. 

-Mrs.  Hamilton  Fish  was  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  I.ooc  Raker  b)  lur  first  husband, 
Col.  l’eter  Kean,  who  had  been  Mayor  of  Elizabeth,  N.J.  Julia  Kean  Fish  was  the 
stepsister  of  William  C.  Baker.  The  relationship  was  always  a  happy  one. 

3  Ursina— the  Keans’  country  place. 

1  St.  Catharine’s,  Lincoln  County,  Ontario,  on  the  Welland  Canal:  famed  for  its 
mineral  springs. 


Del  roil ,  July  12 « ) ,  1 857. 

Dear  Son 

1  am  so  unwell  and  perfectly  prostrated,  (not  in  Bed  but  about 
house)  that  I  am  utterly  unable  to  think,  ol  course  cannot  write. 
I  thank  you  for  your  attention  to  Cat.  Will,  and  Co.1  Your  letter  and 
their  reels,  are  this  moment  reed.  I  feel  that  what  1  have  to  do  must 
be  done  quickly,  and  therefore  wish  to  keep  you  acquainted  with 
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matters  as  they  occur.  Today  I  send  a  Clik.  to  Madison  to  pay  Taxes, 
3-1 G  12/100  Dollars.  This  morning  1  learn  that  Bagg  lias  pd.  his 
(piarteily  Interest  due  1st  July. 

I  am  rejoiced  that  Mary"  lias  gone*  to  see  Christine.11  1  wish  her  to 
stand  with  your  family  just  as  Kate  did.  She  will  leel  happier,  and 
they  deserve,  /  think  all  the  attention  she  can  shew,  without  com¬ 
promising  her  dignity.  I  am  truly  sorry  that  1  am  utterly  unable  to 
answer  her  and  Mary’s1  and  Bessie’s  last  letters.  My  happiness  here 
is  pretty  much  confined  to  my  hopes  from  your  Household.  Perhaps 
1  shall  gain  strength  with  change  of  season. 

Today  1  am  expecting  Miss  Coxen  to  spend  her  vacation.  When 
I  gave  her  the  invitation  I  felt  in  perfect  health,  but  1  fear  she  will 
have  a  gloomy  time.  1  will  do  what  1  can.  1  wish  Mary1  and  Bessie 
accompanied  her.  I  suppose  she  will  return  about  the  close  ot  Mary’s 
vacation.  Oh  dear  Son  “Life’s  all  but  a  dream,  at  the  best. 

"Today  1  have  reed,  an  order  to  take  down  the  Fence  in  Rivard 
Street  and  make  Broad  Side  Walk,  a  disgraceful  order.  I  have  been 
worried  at  not  getting  that  Book.  I  sent  Francis,  after  that  Miss  Roc  k¬ 
well,  and  today  Robert  has  promised  to  leave  no  stone  unturned  to 
get  it.  Morse  is  away.  1 1  is  partner  may  be  brought  to  know  something 
about  it. 

Love  to  my  blessed  children.  1  hope  my  Kate  will  not  forget 
GrandMa.  I  trust  dear  little  Bessie  is  well.  1  know  Mary"  sacrificed 
a  good  deal  feeling  to  leave  her  and  go  to  N.  Port.0 

With  much  love  to  you  from  your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Baird  called  on  me  yesterday,  talked  much  about  our  not  selling, 
etc.  Says  the  determination  is  to  make  Non  residents  pay  lor  their 
waste  Land,  and  that  paving,  etc.,  is  going  to  make  "Taxation  heavy. 
1  cannot  write. 

1  Gatlin,  Williamson  &  Co. 

-  Mary  Turner  Baker,  daughter  of  E.  E.  Stuart. 

a  Christine-Mrs.  Griffin-daughter  of  Mrs.  Looe  Baker  &  stepsister  of  W.  C.  Baker. 

‘  Little  Mary  Baker,  E.  E.  Stuart’s  granddaughter. 

5  Miss  Coxe  was  the  former  governess  of  the  Baker  children. 

u  Newport. 
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Detroit  Aii”  i  71 li  1857. 

Dear  Son— 

Today  our  City  is  thrown  into  consternation  by  a  Telegraph  from 
poor  Mr  Lyell,  to  his  agents  to  '‘Stop  payment”!  k  dose  the  doors!1 

1  le  is  in  N  York,  where  he  lias  been  for  the  last  three  days,  1  suppose 
called  there  by  the  terrible  crash  of  the  Ohio  Life  k  trust”  Sec — it  is 
sad,  and  yet  cheering  to  see  and  hear,  the  opinions,  &  implicit  con¬ 
fident  e,  placed  in  him,  I  low  of  ten  have  I  exclaimed  this  day,  A  good 
name,  is  better  than  precious  ointment,  one  says  if  I  lose  what  1  have 
in  their  hands,  it  will  cause  me  great  suffering,  but  No,  Mr  Lyell 
will  never  wrong  a  poor  man.  Oh  it  is  delightful  to  hear  the  hidi 
L*  low,  1  ich,  and  poor,  all  sympathizing,  and  all  expressing  lull  con¬ 
fidence  in  him.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  w  ill  lose  by  him  but  1  fear, 
he  will  be  ruined. 

^  ou  know  that  Strachan  k  I  ait  were  closing  their  business,  they 
had  made  this  Co  their  depositing  Bank,  through  their  advice  poor 
Mr  Lyell  had  done  the  same  thing,  and  this  makes  me  fear.  Please 
do  not  intimate  one  word  of  this  to  any  one— it  is  no  ones  business 
but  Mr.  Lyell  s  and  /  know  to  whom  1  communicate,  when  I  com¬ 
municate  to  you.  Safety  thy  name  is  W  C  Ik 

O  Porter  very  kindly  came  up  to  ask  “Do  you  feel  rich  or  poor?" 
poor  just  now.  “How  does  your  A/c  stand?  I  am  very,  very  sorry  as  is 
cv'ery  one  in  the  City  for  Mr  Lyell,  I  came,  knowing  that  it  has  been 
collecting  season  with  you,  to  offer  you  any  Money  that  you  may 
want,  as  I  suppose  yours  is  all  shut  up.  Davis’  Thousand  Dollars  is 
thereon  Deposite,  although  a  procrastinating  man— to  whom  1  have 
written  twice  in  the  last  three  weeks,  that  it  was  waiting  his  order- 
hearing  nothing  from  him;  only  on  Monday,  I  resolved,  if  Fisher 
did  not  send  for  it— I  would  put  it  in  G  Porter’s  hands.  It  is  too  late. 

G  Porter  spoke  most  exaltedly  of  him— and  says  all  the  best  &  most 
reliable  men  in  the  City  kept  their  A/c  with  him.  Porter  I  find  is 
deeply  interested  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Dry  Dock  Gentry,  and 
I  am  sure  all  will  come  out  right,  he  says  it  is,  or  ought  to  be,  just,  and 
more  too,  what  it  seemed  to  be  from  the  beginning.  But  nothing  can 
be  done  with  such  men  at  its  head  as  Sylvester  Darned.  Mary  may  be 
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inconvenienced,  not  a  looser.  Give  my  love  to  her  8c  tell  her  not  to 
“get  sick”,  but  cheer  up. 

1  trust  that  you  are  all  well  and  happy.  I* lease  give  much  love  to 
my  precious  apparent ly  neglected  Mary— Bessie  &  lsliza.  Soon  1  hope 
to  write  to  each  of  them.  Until  this  week  1  have  not  I  el  t  able  to  write 
to  you  even  when  it  was  necessary  on  business.  I  am  well,  yet  too 
nervus  to  accomplish  much  with  my  brain.  The  little  1  had  seems  all 
to  be  gone. 

There  are  insinuations  of  tremendous  crashings  in  Chicago.  Suf¬ 
ficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.  Our  city  continues  healthy,  for 
which,  we  should  be  very  grateful.— Robert  talks  of  leaving  lor  Ros- 
lyir’on  Tuesday  next.  My  kindest  regards  to  Miss  McKid  Rc  Bushels 
of  love  for  my  blessed  little  Lambs— Bessie— Kitty  R:  our  Angel 
I  .ooly— 

Always  much  to  yourself 

from  Your  sincerely  Attached 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

All  are  out  spending  the  evening  Sc  I  fell  asleep  while  writing 
“situ  erely.” 

1  Mr.  James  L.  I, yell  was  a  private  banker  in  Detroit  from  18.13  1,1  1  L’j7  ;i,>d  became 
a  prominent  citizen  ami  financier.  He  was  also  interested  in  real  estate  and  business 
\ entures  and  at  one  time  was  in  partnership  with  Richard  Hall,  a  leading  builder  and 
brick,  maker.  Lye  11  never  sought  or  held  a  public  office,  although  he  was  quite  popular 
in  the  business  community  and  well  thought  of  by  the  Scottish  element  in  the  City, 
lie  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  St.  Andrew’s  Society. 

From  C.  M.  burton  Scrapbook— burton  Historical  Collection,  Detroit  Public 
1  .ibrary. 

-  Robert  Stuart’s  home  was  at  Roslyn,  Long  Island,  N.Y. 


Detroit,  August  25th,  i857 

1  )car  Soil, 

Your  favor  of  22nd  just  recieved,  for  a  little  while  pained  me,  the 
thought  of  Mary’s  losing  the  $3000  “almost  made  me  sick  ”,  but  in 
reflection,  I  believe  without  knowing  anything  but  hearing  of  the 
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value  of  property  in  the  \  icinity  ol  the  Dry  Dock,1  1  believe  will  turn 
out  a  valuable  speculation  lor  Mary.  It  must  be  worth  double  the 
sum  Mortgaged,  and  if  she  pays  oil  the  lust  Mori,  which  I  do  not 
believe  she  will  be  allowed  to  be,  it  will  prove  lieu  most  profitable 
investment.  I  am  rejoiced  that  it  will  bring  you  to  Del.,  and  why  will 
she  not  come  with  you?  The  Dock  1  am  told  is  doing  “a  gieat  busi¬ 
ness”.  I  thought  1  wrote  you  that  Rob.  had  gone  to  Wisconsin;  it  is 
one  week  on  Sat.  22nd  since  he  returned;  he  brought  me  an  im¬ 
proved  map  of  Green  Bay,  which  1  thought  1  would  send  you  by 
mail,  but  as  1  hope  to  see  you  so  soon,  I  will  hold  it  until  1  see  you. 
The  Lot  to  which  Mr.  Baird  alludes,  is  one  Rob.  says  was  Valued  at 
■$.  1 5— lies  by  itsell  amid  swamp  lands  and  far  oil  from  our  Astor  prop¬ 
erty.  1  now  enclose  Mr.  Baird’s  letter  for  your  approval  or  disap¬ 
proval— together  with  Mem.  relative  to  Kewanee  Lands. 

My  blessed  Looly,  to  anchor  a  hope  for  poor  suffering  Freddy-  in 
Heaven!!  Yes  Doctors  caused  him  sullering  unheard  of,  .11  least  by 
all  who  know  him.  Our  blessed  Lamb  will  escape  all  that  torture. 
May  God  give  wisdom  to  know  how  to  treat  him  in  the  best  and 
safest  manner,  to  render  his  life  peaceful  Sc  comfortable,  and  the 
teachings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  lit  him  for  the  inheritance  of  the 
Saints  in  light.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  all  arc  in  fine  health,  that  dear 
little  Bessie  is  better  of  her  attack.  Does  Robert enter  \V.  Point  this 
fall?  It  will  be  great  relief  for  Mary’s  mind.  My  love  to  Miss  Me  K. 
I  thank  her  for  her  kind  message  through  Mrs.  Lyell,  who  returned 
on  Friday  R:  whom  I  saw  this  morning.  She  is  very  much  benefited 
by  her  trip  to  Sharon.  I  heard  of  my  precious  Mary’s  Fabjeau— her 
Indian  Girl  was  admired.  Did  dear  Bessie  take  part  in  them?  The 
blessed  Morristown  group  form  a  fertile  field  for  my  daily  thoughts 
—hopes  and  fears.  They  are  the  Lord’s  and  1  have  faith  to  believe 
that  he  will  order  all  their  steps. 

A  Ladue*  is  within  grasp  of  a  tremendous  fortune  from  England. 
LordTownly’s  daughter,  Mary,  in  Family  opposition  ran  away  with 
Sc  Married  Capt.  Laurence  a  sea  captain.  She  became  Grand  Mother 
to  the  Laducs— his  eldest  daughter  is  named  Louise  Townly— his 
Sisters  have  jewelry,  which  they  got  from  their  Grand  Mother  Mary 
Townly  Laurence  and  call  them  the  Townly  Jewels.  It  has  been 
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decided  that  the  only  heirs  to  the  immense  estate  are  in  America 
under  the  name  of  Laurence.  An  agent  lias  been  sent  out,  and  be¬ 
yond  a  doubt  the  fortune  comes  to  America. '  1  he  Ladues  are  the  lust 
a  kin— the  other  Sister  had  no  children. 

On  Saturday  Mr.  bacon  pd.  my  City  Taxes— $58 1 .5. j— Please  tell 
me  is  not  this  all  that  Mr.  B.  is  to  pay  me?  Why  1  ask  is  when  he 
brought  me  reccit  I  thought  he  waited  for  something  and  alter  he 
had  gone  I  thought  probably  it  was  the  $10.  pay  for  his  services.  I 
will  pay  him  immediately  on  information  from  you.  Patou  not  yet 
pd.— nor  Gotheal  one  line  not  one  cent.  M  iss  Coxer>  thinks  ol  return¬ 
ing  via  St.  1 .011  is  to  N.  York.  I  hope  she  will  not  be  disappointed.  She 
seems  to  have  been  very  happy.  She  certainly  has  improved  very 
much  in  health  and  appearance.  Our  City  continues  very  healthy. 
Please  find  enclosed  for  Mary  $50.  which  please  hand  her  with  my 
best  love.  Poor  l  .avinia  too  is  going  to  have  trouble  with  Mckibbon. 
All  his  property  is  attached  by  creditors,  and  1  suppose  will  give  her 
trouble.  1  have  not  answered  Baird’s  letter.  Please  send  it  back,  with 
your  council  to  me  how  to  act  in  all. 

With  much  love  to  you  ever  your 

obliged  sincerely  attached  Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart 

1  l)i\  Dock— Mary  Turner  Baker’s  investment. 

-  I’robahh  1’ieiteriik  1  .anted  Williams,  who  died  August  17,  187,7.  *3  Vt;ils- 

;i  RoIk  1 1  Stuart  Turner. 

1  William  Newton  Ladne  married  Mary  Baker  Sept.  19,  18G7. 

Miss  Coxc— former  governess  to  the  Baker  children. 


Dear  Son 


Detroit,  August  3 1st,  1857. 


Robert  and  his  little  girl1  left  this  Morning  and  You  know  as 
much  as  I  do  of  the  whole  proceeding.  He  is  the  first  Stuart  that  1 
have  ever  known,  who  could  keep  the  whole  of  his  own  counsel, 
he  does  it  most  admirably.  Tlis  departure  was  as  sudden  and  unex¬ 
pected  as  his  arrival. 

Our  City  knows  nothing  but  poor  Mr.  Lyell’s  “rascality  and  “all 
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running  oil  to  Scotland’’.  Oh  it  is  a  sad  scene,  her  only  Son  at  home, 
a  Lad  ol  sixteen  years,  been  in  the  cilice  a  year  looks  ill,  will  not  he 
seen  111  the  Stiect  because  they  are  all  111  such  disgrace:  and  she 
pool  Soul,  sits  with  her  heart  beating  and  face  Hushed  to  answer 
coarse  vulgar  ones  who  come  to  know  “if  she  will  let  them  have  her 
piano”.  "11  she  cannot  pay  them  only  $100”,  etc:.,  etc.,  it  is  truly  a 
heart  tending  scene.  11  you  should  see  Lyell  (he  has  been  slaving  at 
the  N.Y.  I  louse,  Talk  with  him  and  comfort  him,  his  son  clashed  up 
lor  a  lew  hours  and  said  that  he  was  almost  distracted.  She  feels  that 
il  he  were  only  here,  she  could  afford  to  stiller.  Friends  say  he  had 
better  come  home  if  he  has  to  go  back  again.  It  would  assuage  much 
bitterness,  tell  him  these  things  and  comfort  as  You  are  capable. 
Oh  I  wish  you  were  here  to  advise  him,  he  is  a  baby  in  such  trying 
times  and  surrounded  by  fools. 

I  wish  you  would  write  to  Mr.  Adams  about  that  link.  Act.  and 
also  for  the  $500  odd  due  from  link,  of  Mich.  C.C.T.  is  so  absorbed 
in  R.R.,  etc.,  all  he  says  to  me  is  “You  must  have  that  cert  if.,  but  you 
can  get  that  $500,  it  is  on  the  Books  and  Mr.  Adams  will  pay  it.” 
Now  is  a  good  time  to  get  it,  lor  everyone  is  looking  for  failures 
among  our  Bankers.  There  was  a  run  on  Ives-  all  day  Saturday,  but 
by  Monday  the  excitement  had  subsided.  1  shrink  from  writing  to 
Adams,  1  am  not  sufficiently  of  a  “Woman’s  Rights”  one  to  (ill  my 
place,  notwithstanding  my  conspicuous  position  in  our  late  daily 
papers.3  Oh  I  wished  that  I  could  have  had  wings  that  1  might  flee 
away.  It  was  reported  and  believed  that  1  had  Forty  Thousand  Dol¬ 
lars  locked  up  in  the  Vault!!!  1  should  not  have  had  the  $1,000,  had 
the  fellow  to  whom  I  promised  it,  have  either  called  or  answered  my 
notes  which  I  have  written  him. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  had  company  from  whom  1  gathered  the 
following  information.  1  feel  intensely  for  Mr.  Lycll’s  lonely  situa¬ 
tion.  Dear  Son,  Oh  do  as  a  Christian,  as  a  benevolent  man  go  to  Mr. 
L.  in  this  his  dark  hour.  Your  Motive  being  good,  God  will  give  you 
wisdom  and  he  will  honor  you  in  the  duty.  Do  not  curl  your  lip  and 
say  “Your  poor  Mother  manifests  more  the  imbec  ility  of  age  in  this 
recjiiest  than  usually.  Now  what  1  write  1  Itnozu.  Mr.  Lyell  has  all 
the  shrinking  diffidence  of  a  woman,  all  the  utter  detestation  ol  the 
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drudgery  of  business  that  most  professional  men  have.  l  ake  from 
him  his  head  man  Anderson  and  his  bookkeeper  I  Iutten,  and  as  re¬ 
gards  real  business  knowledge,  perhaps  lie  knows  a  little  more  than 
1.  Now  whatsoever  You  would  have  done  to  you  under  like  circum¬ 
stances,  that  do,  to  one  who  has  not  a  wise  business  friend  or  Man. 

1  know  that  all  his  counsellors  are  hall  fools.  Oh  do  go  to  him,  he  will 

I  know,  ever  remember  You  in  gratitude,  he  needs  the  sympathy  ol 
just  suc  h  a  one  as  You.  If  he  can  come  home,  urge  him  to  do  it,  not 
for  wife,  children  and  friends,  but  for  reputation’s  sake  and  sa\e 
himselt  if  there  is  a  wrong.  Oh  how  my  brain  whirls  and  bin  ns  to  see 
and  talk  with  you.  Now  mark  carefully  what  I  write. 

Mr.  1  Iutten,  present  Bookkeeper  came  Irom  Scotland  about  2 
years  since.  Something  of  character  followed  him  so  that  two  other 
unimpeachable  Scotch  clerks  (as  Mr.  Lyell  supposed)  look  a  dislike 
against  him  and  said  they  or  Hutten  should  leave,  the  same  oilice 
should  not  contain  them.  One  to  the  surprize  of  Mr.  Lyell  Revel. 
Mr.  McCleland’s  Son,  a  perfect  embodiment  of  sterling  Scotch  in¬ 
tegrity,  left  and  engaged  with  Mr.  Lyell’s  Brother  in  Law,  marked 
by  Mr.  L.  and  friends  as  an  ingratc,  for  Lyell  had  been  his  staunch 

I I  iend.  Soon  the  other  clerk  drove  Mr.  Lyell  to  say  you  can  leave  if 
you  please,  but  Mr.  1  Iutten  shall  stay!!  ‘1  le  proved  himself  a  smart 
ellicient  man  in  this  scene  of  Sherills,  Constables  and  attachments, 
has  obtained  great  credit,  he  was  seized  by  the  Sheriff  with  about 
S2000,  which  he  was  grasping  for  Mr.  Lyelis  interest.”  Now  mark. 
Yesterday  Mr.  I  Iutten,  another  Clerk  McLeod,  went  down  to  New 
York!!  what  for  I  know  not,  but  yesterday  dreadful  reports  and  exas¬ 
perated  feelings  Idled  the  City!! 

Now  for  the  ground  of  my  terrible  fears  for  poor  Mr.  Lyell.  A 
friend  of  mine  has  just  returned  to  Dct.,  having  been  absent  in  all 
the  hubbub.  Days  before  the  Bank  doors  were  closed,  while  Mr. 
Lyell  was  at  Sharon  Springs,  where  he  had  gone  to  bring  his  wife 
home,  who  had  been  driven  there  for  poor  David’s  health,  a  Scotch 
Gentleman  just  arvd.  from  Scotland,  went  to  Lyell’s  Oilice,  pre¬ 
sented  heavy  claims  against  Air.  Ilutten,  as  a  defaulter  in  a  Banking 
house  in  Europe  which  drove  him  to  this  country!  Ilutten  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  impudent,  making  such  remarks  as  “collect  if  you  can", 
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"leave  ill  is  Office”.  At  length  (he  Stranger  look  a  paper  from  his  pkl. 
and  holding  it  up  to  1 1 11  tten  with  threats  said  perhaps  you  will  ac¬ 
knowledge  this,  which  seemed  to  subdue  I  Iuiten.  I  he  Stranger  said, 
I  regret  Sir  that  your  Master  is  out  of  Town,  but  rest  assured  he  shall 
know  ol  the  dishonesty  ol  his  servant,  who  holds  so  important  and 
dangerous  a  position!!  1  wish  Mr.  Lyell  to  know  all  and  have  some 
friend  to  advise  him. 

Another  thing  which  1  trust  you  will  never  speak  of,  1  only  write 
it  to  shew  you  the  poor  suiferer’s  friends.  Mi .  Fraser  has  deposites— 
some  say,  $4000.  I  do  not  believe  it.  He  is  too  smart  to  have  $4000 
lying  at  7  pet.  when  he  can  get  10  and  ground  and  Bricks  and  Mor¬ 
tar,  instead  ol  a  simple  promise  to  pay  from  Mr.  Lyell.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  Young  Frazer  happened  in  at  the  moment  of  seizure  and  by 
some  hook  or  crook  became  a  deposite  for  the  safe  keeping  of  some 
of  the  scattered  Money.  Now  let  me  tell  you  what  l  know  once  hap¬ 
pened,  with  me  trifles  mark  character.  When  G.  L.  Stevens  went  into 
Bankruptcy,  Frazer  was  his  lawyer,  of  course  as  means  accumulated, 
funds  were  depositted  with  him.  1  cannot  tell  you  how  the  hocus 
poctis  was  accomplished,  but  he  had  the  money  and  held  it  to  pay 
himself  a  debt  of  $3000!!  Stevens  dared  not  say  one  word,  because 
his  character  was  at  stake,  and  had  to  pocket  what  he  ‘‘termed  Frazer 
swindling  operation.  No,  Alek.  Frazer  is  no  more  fit  to  council  nor 
legally  act  for  Mr.  L.  than  1  am.  1  am  afraid  to  make  poor  Lyell  foot 
the  Bill.  Three  Gentlemen  have  gone  unbidden  to  N.  York. 

Today  a  new  Fire  is  kindled,  it  seems  a  few  days  Creditors  were 
pd.  in  dlls,  on  Metropolitan  Bnk,  which  1)1  is.  have  all  come  back 
protested,  this  has  outraged  the  people.  Dave  prevented  Storer  from 
putting  in  a  scorching  piece  in  this  morning’s  paper. 

My  love  to  Mary.  She  should  be  ashamed  for  not  writing  to  me. 
If  you  must,  come  to  Det.  in  Oct.,  why  will  site  not  accompany  you 
and  bring  the  two  young  ones  with  you?  The  trip  will  be  beneficial 
to  all.  My  love  to  the  dear  children.  Soon  1  hope  to  write  to  all.  My 
blessed  Looly  fills  my  thoughts.  Oh  1  long  to  see  him.  Please  remem¬ 
ber  me  to  my  many  friends  in  Morristown.  Miss  Coxe  leaves  on 
Thursday.  Miss  Rockwell  left  on  Saturday.  Today  Kate  Rowland 
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and  Son  came  here  and  are  to  remain  here  till  Monday  when  she 
leaves  lor  the  South. 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son,  ever  your 

Attached  greatly  obliged  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Robert  Stuart  and  bis  little  daughter,  Virginia. 

-  C.  &  A.  I\es,  bankers  and  exchange  brokers. 

::  On  Aug.  »(j,  1857  a  List  of  Creditors  of  Mr.  l.yell  appeared  in  kite  Free  Press 
under  a  statement  expressing  lull  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  Mr.  l.yell.  Mis.  1  .  1.. 
Stuart  was  one  of  the  names.  Mrs.  Stuart  believed  that  a  lady’s  name  should  only 
appear  in  the  newspaper  when  she  was  married  and  when  she  died. 


Dear  Son 


Detroit,  Sept.  3rd,  1857. 


Yesterday  1  mailed  a  very  long  letter  to  you,  nothing  all  ol  interest 
has  occurred  here  since,  from  you  1  now  expect  all  the  intelligence 
which  can  be  reliable  relative  to  our  all  absorbing  “Life  and  Trust"? 
Poor  Mrs.  I  .yell  has  not  heard  one  word  from  her  husband,  and  is 
almost  distrac  ted,  she  is  as  deep  an  object  of  pity  as  1  have  ever  seen. 

1  he  People  are  violently  incensed,  some  fear  for  his  lile.  All  the 
German  and  Catholic  population  depositted  with  him.  My  Dlt.  lor 
S50  was  bought  on  the  25.  The  Bank  did  not  close  until  the  271I1, 


how  would  it  be  alfccted?  l.yell  Telegraphed  here  Twice  before  the 
( )llice  obeyed  the  1  elegraph.  1  have  had  another  Claim,  a  Chk.  drawn 
lure  on  2.7  and  on  the  29th  brought  back  to  me.  \\  by,  said  l,  where 

has  this  been?  “I  depo.  in - Bank,  etc.”  Well  Sir  then  you 

must  go  to - Bank  for  your  money.  “No  I  am  allowed 


Twenty  4  hours”.  Yes  Sir,  but  you  had  over  48  hours  in  which  time, 
if  I  had  had  the  money  I  would  have  unhesitatingly  have  depositted 
any  amount  ol  Money  with  Mr.  Lyell.  He- went  off,  1  have  heard 
nothing  from  him  since. 

Your  anxiously  looked  for  welcome  letter  reached  me  this  morn¬ 
ing.  I  am  sad  to  hear  of  your  indisposition,  1  trust  that  you  will  soon 
be  restored  to  your  wonted  health,  how  earnestly  I  wish  that  you  and 
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Mary  and  two  or  three  Baby  girls  would  come  up  here  and  be  on  the 
spot  by  the  time  of  the  D  D.~  sale.  S.  Larned  is  compassing  Sea  and 
Land  to  stave  off  the  Sale.  Porter  is  determined  that  the  close  shall 
be.  Others  have  spoken  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  D  D.  value  and 
so  lias  G.  Porter  who  says  that  he  has  never  changed  his  mind  about 
the  value  of  the  property,  but  the  management  is  what  has  killed  it. 

1  was  afraid  that  Mary  had  money  in  Lyell’s  hands,  for  some  time 
we  hoped  that  things  would  be  better  than  they  seemed  today,  dis¬ 
trust  comes  in.  I  must  have  about  $1500  in.  “To  do  good  and  com¬ 
municate  forget  not”,  here  I  sinned  instead  of  being  glad  to  have  it 
in  my  power  to  help  a  poor  man  and  be  amply  secured,  I  put  the 
5 1000  Davis  Prin.  upon  7  pet.  until  I  got  a  sure  interest  payer  at 
10  pet.  I  played  to  perfection,  the  Lighter  bit,  the  man  to  whom  I 
promised  it  did  not  answer  my  notes  saying  that  I  would  not  hold  it 
a  day  after  Wednesday  26th.  I  suppose  to  save  interest  came  not  and 
on  Thursday  27th  the  Shop  was  Shut.  Mr.  Lyell  came  to  me  and 
advised  me  kindly  in  friendship  not  to  give  it  to  Mcnzie,  altho  an 
honest  man  at  present  was  too  hard  pushed  to  be  a  punctual  Interest 
payer.  I  send  you  every  paper  that  speaks  of  the  affair.  Until  he  come, 
it  is  impossible  to  say  whether  is  not  a  ruined  man. 

I  like  you  have  no  faith  in  the  Ladue  Estate,3  only,  this  last  call 
from  England  it  appears  is  for  Lawrence  and  not  Townly. 

Dear  Mary  is  still  with  you  I  suppose.  I  beg  that  I  may  be  named 
to  her  dear  Bessie,  Looly  and  Eliza  in  much  love,  tell  them  that  as 
soon  as  I  can  find  time  and  strength  to  write  them  I  mean  to  do  it, 
after  I  finished  your  long  letter  last  night  I  was  utterly  used  up.  1  am 
well,  my  appetite  good,  but  so  nervus  and  weak  that  I  am  almost 
incapable  of  thinking.  How  much  and  continually  I  wish  I  could 
only  have  you  and  Mary  here  for  a  little  while,  it  seems  that  I  have 
too  much  to  say  to  put  on  paper.  Yet,  were  I  to  see  you  perhaps  I 
would  not  have  a  thing  to  communicate. 

With  much  love,  ever  believe  me 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

1  The  Ohio  Life  Insurance  &  Trust  Co.  failed  in  August  1857.  This  failure  ruined 
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the  private  Detroit  Hank  of  James  L.  I.yell.  The  first  editorials  were  very  sympathetic: 
towards  him,  deplored  his  misfortune  k  defended  his  honor. 

"  Dry  Dock  Sale— Mary  Turner  Baker’s  investment. 

3  The  story  of  the  mythical  fortune  from  England  referee!  to  in  her  letter  of  Aug. 

2r„  i H f, 7 . 


Detroit,  Sept.  7th,  1857. 

Very  dear  Son 

Your  letter,  always  anxiously  looked  for  and  rccicvcd  with  pleas¬ 
ure,  was  handed  me  last  Eve.  and  Henry  'Taylor  leaving  this  morn¬ 
ing  allords  me  an  opportunity  of  sending  my  Chk.  and  Bnk.  Book, 
up  to  the  close,  he  will  be  oil  I  fear  before  I  can  get  my  Act.  from 
Anderson  (it  is  now  half  past  3  A.M.).  I  shall  make  every  elfort 
to  do  so. 

1  understand  fully  your  reproof  about  intelligence  from  you,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Baird  Letter,  and  thank  you.  1  am  not  a  Stuart  and  not 
only  ran  recieve  meekly  all  reproof,  but  love  the  friend  who  will 
frankly  administer  it.  1  take  it  for  granted  that  if  it  is  not  merited 
then,  it  has  been  on  some  former  occasion,  or  will  be  in  the  liiture, 
so  that  it  can  not  come  amiss.  If  such  are  the  only  mistakes  occurring 
from  failure  of  mind,  never  over  accurate,  1  should  be  thankful. 

My  last  three  months  have  been  so  replete  with  sorrow,  agitation, 
the  cares  of  the  world,  deciet fulness  of  riches,  plague  of  my  own 
heart,  “doubts  within,  and  fightings  without’’  that  I  can  not  be  sur- 
pi  ized  to  hear  that  in  my  confusion  1  have  marked  hours  for  days 
and  days  for  weeks.  I  hear  Mary  say,  1  am  glad  of  it.  She  had  no  busi¬ 
ness  to  invite  Miss  Coxc,  etc.  That  invitation  has  existed  ever  since 
the  first  visit  I  made  to  Morristown,  I  renewed  it  this  summer  and 
have  been  very,  very  happy.  She  enjoyed  her  visit  very  much  and  ol 
course  did  not,  nor  would  not  make  for  me  the  slightest  thought  ol 
care.  She  got  only  what  I  promised,  plain  fare,  change  ol  climate, 
a  sight  of  Niagara  and  L.  Erie,  And  her  Board  saved  for  one  month! 
which  for  her  was  an  object.  Now  I  call  this  last  the  hospitality  ol 
the  Bible.  “Be  not  forgetful  to  entertain  Strangers,  etc.’’  She  will 
dispute  this  part  of  the  argument.  She  may  not  suit  Mary’s  taste,  but 
I  think  she  is  an  unmistakable  Christian. 
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stua nr  letters 


I  am  thankful  that  you  have  got  rid  of  your  distressing  malady. 
Truly  “a  Rose  by  any  other  name  smells  as  sweet”.  II  \  iolenl  tooth 
ache  and  head  ache  could  be  soothed  by  calling  it  neuralgia,  we 
would  gladly  call  it  so.  For  a  minute,  on  reading  that  that  blessed 
liule  pair  “had  been  taken  with  lever”,  my  heart  throbbed  and  it 


Hashed  upon  me  that  it  was  scarlet  lever.  1  am  thankful  for  its  happy 
results.  It  is  exceedingly  selfish,  but  the  death  ol  those  little  Lambs, 
1  believe  would  cause  my  heart  grief. 

Robert  and  his  little  girl'  left  me  on  Monday,  A.M.  and  Mrs. 
Rowland  and  Son,  a  lad  of  15,  came.  She  had  not  been  in  the  house 
15  minutes  when  one  ol  the  Norvcls  called,  and  put  a  paper  in  her 
hands.  I  lei t  the  room,  when  soon  Kate  came  into  my  room,  said 
“I  have  just  reed,  a  lew  lines  from  Mrs.  Norvel,  she  writes  that  she 


will  be  in  Del.  on  Thursday  to  make  purchases,  il  you  have  no  objec¬ 
tion  1  would  be  glad  to  invite  her  to  dinner.”  1  answered,  Kate,  I 
must  deal  I  rankly.  Any  of  your  friends  shall  be  welcomed  here  ex¬ 
cept  Isabella  Norvel.  Should  she  accompany  her  Mother,  1  pray  you 
do  not  invite  her  even  to  call.  Thursday  came.  Kate  met  her  at  10 
O'clock  at  the  Boat,  by  twelve,  Mrs.  Rowland  and  Son,  Mrs.  Norvel 
and  Mr.  Mizner!  a  second  John  Norvel  and  Isabella  Norvel  (mean¬ 
ing  Mother),  were  all  in  the  Parlor.  1  did  not  go  in,  because  I  was 
determined  that  Mizner  should  not  dine  at  my  table.  On  leaving, 
Mrs.  Norvel  said,  “on  Saturday  Emily  is  coming  up  to  be  with  Kate.” 
1  did  not  open  my  lips,  lor  I  thought  1  saw  a  determination  to  open 
my  doors  for  a  staying  place  for  her  daughter.  Saturday  came.  Kate 
went  to  the  Boat  for  her,  and  here  she  is.  Oh  if  my  calling  and  elec¬ 
tion  were  sure,  how  sincerely  I  could  say,  Oh  that  my  hour  were 
come,  when  this  Mortal  would  be  immortal!! 

Oh  never  make  an  clfort  to  write  one  word  10  me  when  you  are 
in  the  least  indisposed.  Altho  1  miss  your  letters  sadly,  selfishness 
prompts  the  hope  that  you  will  never  expend  one  minute  of  your 
strength,  or  ease,  to  write  when  you  are  not  well,  there  are  too  many 
of  11s  wholly  dependent  on  you  for  you  to  tax  your  strength  for  me. 
I  know  well  what  it  is  to  write  when  you  feel  that  your  bed  and 
retirement  are  what  you  need. 
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I  understand  and  fully  appreciate  all  your  feeling  relative  to  Mr. 

I  .yell.  Yet  I  regret  that  you  could  not  have  talked  with  him.  1  le  is  as 
unable  to  look  his  business  in  the  face  as  a  child,  and  they  on  whom 
alone  he  depends,  except  in  Bookkeeping,  are  as  deficient  as  he. 
S<  ot  is  a  high  minded,  honest  Scotchman,  with  as  much  sense  as  nine 
men  out  of  ten.  Wisdom,  judgment,  sound  discretion  are  the  fea¬ 
tures  of  character  wanted  in  this  immergency,  and  in  all  his  circle 
there  is  not,  /  Among  one  to  be  found.  Anderson  is  called  a  “first  rate 
English  Bookkeeper' ,  so  says  G.  Porter,  but,  what  do  you  think  ol 
the  head  or  nerve  of  a  man  who  had  three  days  to  prepare  in,  and 
suifer  himself  (when  he  sat  in  the  Master’s  Seat)  to  be  surprized  into 
handing,  without  demurring,  all  the  keys  of  Safes,  papers,  Books, 
etc.,  into  the  hands  of  a  Sherilf  and  Constables'of  such  a  City  as  ours, 
where  all  are  made  up  of  ignorant  Irish  and  French  Catholics!  Never 
put  a  Seal  on  anything,  and  left  all  to  their  merciless  power! !  l  ie  max 
be  a  good  Bookkeeper,  but  the  concentration  ol  Brain  in  that  depart¬ 
ment  lias  weakened  all  other.  Mr.  L.  in  business  of  so  herculean 
nature  as  this  failure  1  know  is  only  a  Boy.  Honest,  honorable,  Re¬ 
lined,  a  handsome  (so  called  by  Classicals)  Belle  I.ettre  scholar,  that 
cannot  settle  a  scattered  capital  of  $.{00,000.  He  can  put  his  Blanket 
over  his  head  and  God  may  send  a  rescue.  My  soul  sympathizes  with 
them,  not  in  the  loss  of  cash,  but  should  it  end  in  loss  of  Character! ! ! 
You  know  the  Cr.  only  knows  “dishonesty”,  not  Misfortune. 

True,  1  have  through  you  recieved  money  from  the  Mich.  Bank, 
but  in  that,  as  in  every  other  business  transaction,  I  knew  that  it  was 
all  done  in  the  right  and  best  manner,  and  therefore  never  informed 
myself  about  it.  So  that  if  you  know  nothing  about  it,  it  must  rest 
“in  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets”,  for  sure  T  am  that  Mr.  Trowbridge 
and  Mr.  Adams  will  not  tax  their  time  nor  Brain  to  look  alter  our 
business.  I  have  heard  of  two  or  three  more  whose  certil.  are  missing. 
1  cannot  now  remember  any  name  but  Campau.  Whether  lie  lound 
his  or  not  1  do  not  know.  I  am  very  sure  that  I  have  never  seen  such 
a  Certil. 

1  have  ever  since  Mr.  Stuart’s  death  been  troubled  to  know  my 
duty  relative  to  David’s  rent.2  His  father  placed  him  there,  two  years 
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helot  c  his  dent  h,  cind  never  risked  nor  expected  rent  from  Inin.  1  have 
done  as  1  have  thought  he  would  have  done  had  he  lived.  At  times 

I  thought  1  would  by  paying  all  to  equalize  things  give  to  each  the 
amt.  ol  rent  at  which  the  house  is  valued,  and  then  when  1  thought, 

II  I  do,  and  render  niysell  unable  to  meet  1  ax,  demands;  assessments, 
etc.,  1  I  eared,  and  hoped  that  a  time  would  come  when  it  could  he 
done.  Mr.  Lycll’s  failure  makes  me  Icel  that  it  is  better  for  my  peace, 
and  some  of  my  children’s  interest,  to  begin  now,  and  as  far  as  1  can, 
I  will  try  to  continue  to  pay  to  each  Three  Hundred  Dollars  a  Year, 
ft  too  in  Sept.  1857,  $100  in  Nov.  18.77,  ft 100  hi  February  18.78,  and 
must  beg  you  to  take  the  trouble  to  see  it  paid  to  Mary,:t  to  Lavinia’ 
and  my  Kate’s,1 * 3 * 5  for  which  I  now  enclose  Gotheal’s  Check  on  Me¬ 
chanics  link,  for  Two  hundred  Ninety  Nine  17/100  Dollars.  En¬ 
closed  one  Dollar  making  Three  Hundred. 

It  would  delight  my  heart  if  Mary  could  come  with  you  to  Del., 
hut  I  dare  not  urge  it.  My  love  to  her,  to  Mary  and  Bessie  and  dear 
Naughty  Bob,  if  with  you,  to  my  precious  Eliza,  l.ooly  and  two 
Babys  a  kiss  from  GrandMa.  With  kind  regards  to  Miss  McKid  and 
my  Morristown  friends.  All  well  at  Sarah’s 

Ever  your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Does  Dunbar  Ross  yet  owe  Uncle’s  Est.?  While  1  was  in  Morristown, 
he  was  here  on  a  visit.  I  only  heard  it  on  Saturday  from  Mrs.  Chase 
who  told  me  that  an  old  friend  of  Uncle’s  was  here  last  May,  asking 
everything  about  Uncle.0  lie  is  At.  General  in  Quebec.  I  asked  what 
he  was  doing  here,  and  she  said  nothing. 

1  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  ami  his  little  girl,  Virginia. 

-  David  Stuart  lived  at  aha  YVoodbridge  Street. 

3  Mary  Stuart  Raker. 

1  Lavinia  Field  Stuart,  widow  of  John  Stuart. 

5  Heirs  of  Kate  Stuart  Raker. 

0  “Old  Uncle”  David  Stuart,  who  had  died  October  18,  18',^.  David  Stuar  t  had 
come  from  Scotland  to  Canada,  where  he  was  one  of  the  North  West  Company's 
“agents”.  It  was  at  the  suggestion  of  his  Uncle  David  that  Robert  Stuart  came  to 
Canada  in  1 807. 
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Detroit,  Sept.  12,  1857. 

My  loved  Son,  My  earthly  Consolation— 

Your  favor  of  7th  lias  remained  unanswered  from  necessity.— 
Mrs.  Rowland,  Son— 8c  Miss  Norvcl  left  me  on  Thursday  A.M.  & 
Mrs.  1  Iulbert  most  unexpectedly  marched  in,  so  that  I  have  not  had 
one  minute  in  which  to  write.  1  have  been  unusually  interrupted 
with  transient  visitors  also.  Today  1  have  seated  myself  to  answer 
that  8c  your  of  glh  with  sealed  doors,  having-  given  positive  orders 
“not  to  admit  even  the  Pope  of  Rome!!”  Mrs.  Lyell  (as  well  as  l) 

1  egrets  very  much  your  not  having  seen  M  r.  L.  She  says  her  “Brother 
little  knew  what  he  did  when  lie  did  not  write  you.  I  know  it  would 
have  been  such  consolation  to  him  to  have  seen  Mr.  B.”— Messrs 
l.edyard  &:  Trowbridge  have  been  to  see  him  and  I  hope  strength¬ 
ened  him.  1  am  afraid  that  he  will  be  deranged;  everything  seems  in 
Fgyptian  darkness.—  I  am  really  cheered  by  learning  that  Robert 
has  written  Mary  to  visit  him.—1  And  if  you  approved  it,  it  would 
gladden  my  heart  if  she  could  take  her  Bessie  and  go  up  in  the  Boat." 

I  know  all  the  self  denial  it  would  cost  her  Sc  you,  but  dear  Son  “No 
man  liveth  to  himself.”  She  could  go  so  as  to  be  only  one  meal  Sc 
one  night  there,  Sc  home  the  next  evening— 8c  not  fatigue  to  injure 
her. 

Oh  how  I  have  wanted  to  sit  between  you  Sc  Mary  and  talk.  Here 
1  planted  firmly  in  “faith  which  is  substance”  upon  the  Rock  ol 
Ages.  I  low  I  should  be  tempted  to  say  Ah  Father  bid  this  whirling 
brain  to  cease  to  beat  and  let  me  (lie)  beside  my  buried  clay!  1  have 
had  such  a  sad  summer.— 

1  hope  Mary  will  give  Lavinia  a  cordial  welcome  &:  try  not  to  show 
weariness.  For  her  she  has  had  a  hard  summer.  She  has  always  lived 
so  quietly,  so  snugly— that  I  know  that  the  varied  scenes,  going  8c 
coming  of  friends,  parties  8cc  and  the  demands  upon  your  visiting  8cc 
have  been  hard  because  new;  she  will  get  accustomed  to  it,  it  gives 
her  so  much  occupation  of  mind,  that  it  makes  her  cheerful.  1  am 
sorry  to  hear  of  your  Laundress  leaving.—  Why— these  are  only  light 
a  1 1 1  ict  ions,  which  work  for  us  “patience.”  I,  like  you,  woidd  as  Auto¬ 
crat,  issue  some  decree,  that  would  bring  these  ignorant,  impudent 
Cooks  8c  Laundresses  to  their  bearings.  Your  letter  ol  gth  ins.  re- 
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cieved  this  morning  looks  as  if  some  of  them  at  least  w  ill  be  brought 
Irom  their  stills,  or  out  of  their  flounced  hoops.—  i  am  ashamed  to 
have  omitted  my  signature  on  that  Chk.  The  Dollar,  you  have  1 
hope  reed,  ere  this, — enclosed  in  a  letter— shut  up  in  my  Bank  Book 
sent  the  8th  ins.—  I  believe.—  As  soon  as  I  can,  1  will  send  Mary  the 
%o.  I  think  1  had  better  not  meddle  with  the  St.  Bank  but  leave 
it  to  your  joyously  anticipated  visit  among  us. 

Dear  Son  1  am  very  sure  you  are  right  in  all  you  state  about  the 
business  &  money  transactions  between  the  Esl.  of  R.S.  Sc  Bank  ol 
Michigan.—  You  know'  what  I  have  always  told  you  from  the  time 
Mr.  Stuart  left.—  1  made  you  my  thinker.—  lie  did  it  all  for  me  Sc 
1  was  too  old  to  attempt  to  learn  after  that. —  1  have  endeavored  and 
hope  to  faithfully  transmit  to  you  an  A/c  of  all  my  transactions,  if 
I  do  not,  it  is  from  iorgctl illness  8c  I  hope  Sc  depend  upon,  being 
always  reminded  ol  my  delinquency. — 

Yesterday,  i  ith,  Mrs.  I.ycll  reed,  a  sad  sad  letter  Irom  her  poor 
all  I  icted  husband,  the  v'hole  theme  of  which  was  loss  of  character, 
enemies,  Sc  being  therefore  a  rascal  or  fool,  1  am  afraid  that  he  w  ill 
lose  his  senses. —  An  exquisitely  sensitive  re  lined  temperament  old 
school,  highly  honorable  principles— a  despiser  of  trickery— the  crash 
is  terrible  for  him.—  She  says  “Oh  if  he  were  only  here,  that  if  sick  I 
could  take  care  of  him,  if  in  affliction  I  might  comfort  him.  What  is 
money?  l  ie  has  character.  We  have  all  our  children,  we  are  healthy.— 
Not  old. —  I  am  capable  ol  1  eaching. —  With  my  family  I  could  be 
happy  in  a  cabin!!” 

hell  Mary  not  to  fret  about  Dry  Dock.1*  1  trust  that  the  dear  Doctor 
yourself— and  all— have  put  all  our  concerns  into  the  keeping  of  him 
who  neither  slumbereth  nor  slecpcth— &  wrc  know  that  all  will  be 
right.—  Let  us  be  thankful,  that  she  will  not  suffer.  The  time  is  at 
hand  when  it  must  prove  a  valuable  investment.  None  of  us  have, 
or  have  ever  manifested  a  disposition,  to  consume  God’s  bounty  on 
our  lusts.  Nor  invent  means  Sc  ways  to  scatter  it,  but  have  prayed  to 
be  delivered  from  parsimony— as  well  as  to  be  led  into  Benevolence 
which  He  would  approve.  My  love  to  her  Sc  tell  her  to  go  on  her  way 
rejoicing— &  not  care  for  the  money.  She  only  wants  it  for  her  chil¬ 
dren  8c  it  will  be  ready. 
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May  Cod  give  us  all  wisdom,  &  grace  to  commit  all  our  concerns 
to  Him.  My  love  to  my  heart’s  loved  children.  My  Looly’s  sweet  eyes 
are  on  me  all  the  time.  Love  to  Miss  McKid— and  lor  yoursell  my 
heart’s  deepest  gratitude  &:  love— 

E.E.S. 


1  I  O  visit  Robert  and  Ellen  Cairns  at  Roslyn,  Long  Island,  where  they  had  built 
a  house  in  i  S.yG. 

-  boats  sailed  from  New  York  City  to  Roslyn,  and  to  go  by  boat  was  the  easiest  way 
at  that  time.  To  go  by  rail,  it  was  necessary  to  cross  to  Brooklyn  by  ferry  from  3  |th  St. 

I  hen  to  take  a  train,  changing  at  Jamaica.  When  Helen  Stuart  Mathay  Smith  was 
a  child,  boats  to  Roslyn  had  ceased  to  run,  and  this  train  journey  was  the  only  way  to 
get  to  her  grandmother’s  home  in  Roslyn. 

Mary  had  an  investment  in  Dry  Dock  Company.  This  investment  was  probably 
made  by  her  first  husband,  Dr.  f  timer. 


Detroit,  Sept.  17,  1857 

Dear  Son, 

1  cannoi  tell  you  how  sadly  1  am  disappointed  at  the  breaking  up 
of  the  Roslyn  party.1  It  seemed  to  be  a  matter  of  almost  vital  impor¬ 
tance,  but  u>e  may  make  arrangements,  another  power  can  prostrate 
them.  I  am  hying  to  learn  that  in  whatsoever  state  1  am,  therewith 
to  be  content. 

()  day  or  two  since,  1  enclosed  a  Dft.  to  you  for  $100.,  being  Neale 
&  Walker’s  Interest,  ea.  $50.  Frazer  is  all  in  a  heap  terrified  about  his 
money  locked  up  in  Lyell’s  Bank.  So  I  suppose  we  must  wait.  Ex¬ 
change  is  very  high;  so  I  send  my  Dlt.  Irom  band,  out  of  whit h  pay 
Mary  the  $50.  1  owe  her— and  $65.  due  her  from  Frazer,  and  when 
yon  come  up  bring  the  rest  with  you.  I  shall  not  want  it,  and  then 
you  can  make  arrangements  lor  a  new  bank  for  out  Dcposites. 

The  times  are  really  gloomy.  1  had  lost  sight  of  that  Stum  page 
money,  or  it  would  not  have  been  as  it  is,  and  had  Fisher  only  come 
as  he  promised,  I  should  not  have  had  one  Dollar  in  the  bank.  1  did 
not  feel  easy  at  this  last  being  there.  There  is  no  use  in  fretting.  En¬ 
closed  please  find  Baird’s  letter  and  Dft.  Explanation,  etc. 
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Much  love  to  Mary,  Miss  Kiel  and  all  my  precious  children,  and 
lor  yourself  accept  my  heart’s  love  and  warmest  gratitude. 

Your  Aflectionate  Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart 

1  Mary  Baker  had  planned  to  go  to  Roslyn  to  visit  her  brother  Robert  and  his  wife. 

Detroit,  Sept.  2grd,  i  S.-.y. 

Dear  Son 

We  arc  having  winter  weather,  and  times  very  gloomy.  Poor  Mr. 
I  -yell ,  from  too  much  sensitiveness,  I  fear  will  bring  great  injury 
upon  himself.  Ilis  best  friends  are  out  of  patience  that  he  does  not 
make  his  appearance,  i(  it  only  be  for  a  week  or  so  and  return  to 
N.  York.  What  Lessons  God  teaches  us  by  his  providence}!  Those 
who  will  not  take  heed  to  his  word  as  to  a  Lamp  in  a  dark  place,  are 
compelled  to  stand  aghast  and  see  the  mighty  fearful  power  of  God, 
in  swallowing  up  in  a  few  hours,  Souls  and  treasures,  on  whom  and 
on  which  so  many  hopes  and  expectations  and  calculations  were  with 
certainty  being  made. 

1  he  loss  of  the  Central  America  is  a  terrible  thing! ! 1  and  happen¬ 
ing  just  at  this  time  makes  it  appear  more  gloomy.  All  speak  the 
nothingness  of  Earth.  I  low  beautifully  Young  writes  the  Bible  truth, 
“Lean  not  on  Earth,  ’twil  pierce  thee  to  the  heart,  a  Broken  reed  at 
best,  on  whose  point  peace  bleeds  and  hope  expires.” 

I  wish  I  dare  beg  Mary  to  accompany  you,  but  no,  I  will  not.  My 
love  to  her.  May  she  be  kept  as  in  the  hollow  ol  her  Heavenly 
Father’s  hand.  My  love  to  the  blessed  children.  My  Looly  is  con¬ 
stantly  before  me.  I  see  his  sad  expressive  beautiful  eyes,  and  sweet 
pensive  face,  all  ripening  to  be  glorified.  Remember  to  Miss  McKid 
and  all  friends.  Kate  leaves  day  after  tomorrow. 

With  much  love  to  you,  ever  your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  1  lie  “Central  America”  owned  by  the  II. S.  Mail  Line,  running  between  Chagrcs, 
New  Orleans  &  New  York,  while  on  a  voyage  from  Chagrcs  to  New  York  Sept,  12,  1847 
foundered  in  a  violent  Hurricane  with  the  supposed  loss  of  423  lives  and  400,000 
pounds  in  gold. 
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Detroit,  Oct.  17th,  1  857. 

Very  cleat  Son 

First  or  all,  1  give  thanks  that  you  were  safely  c  arried  through  your 
journey  and  conducted  so  happily  to  your  family,  and  found  all  well. 
Your  making  such  strenuous  efforts  to  avoid  using  sab.  hours1  to 
facilitate  your  plans,  only  shew  us  “It  is  not  in  man  to  direct  his 
steps.”  But  it  is  a  sweet  reflection  that  we  did  everything  in  our  power 
to  do  that  which  we  Believed  to  be  right.  We  Both  profess  to  Believe 
that  in  keeping  the  commandments  there  is  exceeding  great  reward. 

Your  favor  of  1  uth  was  really  a  sunbeam  to  dispel  a  little  ol  our 
Kgyptian  darkness.  I  have  faith  to  believe  you  are  a  pretty  good 
l’rophel.  Years  and  great  changes  have  past  since  you  accurately  pre¬ 
dicted  these  fearful  days  of  crash  and  gloom,  and  why  not  a  change? 
Foundries,  Maclm.  Shops,  everything  is  suspended,  and  men  women 
and  children  by  the  hundreds  arc  turned  out  of  work.  Hunger  is  a 
tyrant,  1  fear  violence  from  this  starving  foreign  population!  A  long 
winter,  no  work;  to  supply  wood,  provision  and  shelter,  money  is 
needed,  where  is  it  to  come  from  except  got  by  might!?  The  times 
seem  to  Bring  forth  the  Benevolent  feelings  of  some,  But  where  is  aid 
to  come  from?  None  But  a  wise  unerring  God  could  have  produced 
such  tremendous  events.  The  world  is  his,  he  can  turn  the  heart  ol 
man;  that  plenty  with  Righteousness  can  reign  as  wickedness  and 
extravagance  have  clone. 

Give  my  love  to  Mary  and  tell  her  that  she  and  I  expended  very 
uselessly  our  sympathies  on  poor  Willie  Dudicld’s  “old  Goats  etc.” 
Say  his  intimate  and  near  friends,  “I  pity  poor  Will  Dulfield.  In  the 
Peninsula  Bnk.  he  loses  all  lie  had,  $15,000.  He  would  not  touch  it 
until  he  could  get  enough  to  purchase  and  furnish  a  house  to  settle 
in,  but  all  is  gone”!!  Bethune  lost  $5000.  It  is  said  that  Brown  owes 
the  Bnk.  $50,000,  Stringham  his  Brother  in  Law  $10,000,  Norton 
Strong  Brother  in  Law  $20,000,  Waram,  $2000!!!  Poor  Lycll  is  oil 
again,  he  left  last  Monday  for  Gin.,  not  yet  returned,  he  seemed  al¬ 
most  distracted.  I  le  remarked  “if  they  would  only  cut  pieces  of  flesh 
from  me  and  call  it  gold,  I  would  be  thankful.”  1  feel  more  lor  him 
than  any  man,  he  has  recicvecl  less  Mercy. 
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W'ill  you  tell  Mary  that  by  this  mail  I  send  a  small  pat  kage  lor  her, 
let  her  be  on  the  look  out  lor  it. 

1  at  sous  not  heal  d  liom.  1  he  body  ol  poor  barker  is  lound  and 
will  be  brought  to  the  City  today.-  Julia  Allen  told  Sarah  that  S. 
Lamed  had  gone  down  lor  $8,000  to  save  his  dry  l)oek,  the  whole 
ol  which  would  have  been  lost  had  he  not  stopped  that  Sale.  Truly 
he  is  a  most  visionary  man. 

I  am  retrieving  Copeland’s  from  him,  Ten  Dollars  at  a  time,  suits 


me  better.  1  had  no  place  where  1  would  deposit e  it.  1  was  afraid  of 
all  money,  lor  they  were  beginning  to  question  Can.  links. and  he 
is  \ci)  piompt  at  the  counter  ol  the  bake  Shop  to  honor  my  Dfts. 
for  $  10. 

I  am  moving  the  fence  by  order  of  Law,  it  is  a  great  job,  if  well 
done,  I  shall  be  glad  that  1  have  been  made  to  do  it.  1  suppose  I  will 
gel  it  done  cheaper  than  I  should  have  done  in  the  Spi  mg. 

Wheic  shall  l  deposite  Marys  Larsons  and  Ferry  money  when 
reed. 


My  love  to  Miss  Mck.  and  dear  children,  a  kiss  for  each  and  thanks 
to  my  sweet  Bessie  for  her  letter  which  1  shall  answer  immediately. 
In  haste  with  much  love,  ever  yours  sincerely, 

[K.  K.  Stuart] 


1  1  o  navel  on  the  Sabbath  was  considered  a  sin,  if  it  was  not  absolutely  unavoid¬ 
able. 

-  “The  body  of  Mr.  Ferdinand  Parker  or  Detroit  was  washed  up  from  Lake  t  rie 
neat  Monroe,  Michigan.  I  he  body  was  clothed  when  loutul,  and  it  was  surmised  that 
in  t he  dm k  Mi.  1  aikei  had  walked  oil  the  deck  ol  a  ship  011  which  he  was  a  passenger. 
From  the  Free  Press  of  Detroit— Oct.  17,  1837. 

:t  Canadian  Banks. 


Detroit  Oct.  20th  1857 

My  dearest  Mary 

I  meant  this  package  to  have  been  sent  on  Saturday,  but  all  my 
plans  were  Irustratcd;  it  will  reach  you  in  good  time.  Our  weather 
is  really  winterish— Boisterous  Sc  cold.  You  must  ext  use  brevity,  I  am 
quite  unwell,  I  have  had  three  very,  very  bad  nights,  which  attacks, 
leave  me  weak  or  indolent,  and  too  nervtis  to  think. 
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ricasc  tell  Mr.  Baker  that  Mr.  Ferry  paid  me  this  morning  one 
1  lunched  &  Sixty  Dollars,  says  he  will  bring  the  rest  in  a  day  or  two, 
l  gave  him  reel:  lor  lliat,  and  when  he  brings  the  rest,  I  will  hand 
him  M r.  Bs  reel,  and  take  mine  back— lie  also  wishes  an  extension  of 
the  Mortgage,  he  “wishes  to  build  a  Brick  House  on  the  property, 
which  will  very  much  strengthen  the  security”— he  wishes  an  answer 
immediately. 

1  am  engaged  in  having  the  fences  moved  on  Rivard  R:  Wood- 
bridge  Street,  which  is  a  great  job.  1  am  warned  by  the  corporation 
to  make  a  side  walk  (i  feet  on  Woodbridgc  Street,  Laduceer  Lot  75 
feet  front.  The  election  is  at  hand  and  I  suppose  they  are  hunting 
up  all  the  “rich  widows  with  large  incomes,  to  make  them  improve, 
alter  Sc  repair;  it  gives  work  to  poor  fellows  who  are  out  ol  work, 
and  secures  their  votes.”  What  a  world  God  looks  down  upon! 

All  at  Sarah’s  well.  I  had  an  early  visit  this  morning  from  Mrs. 
Davenport,  she  told  me  that  last  night  Mrs  Lockport’s  Son  (>  years 
old,  died  with  Scarlet  fever.  My  love  to  Mr.  Baker,  I  am  rejoiced 
that  his  fears  were  disappointed  about  that  Southern  Dll:  Our  days 
are  exceedingly  gloomy— The  Laborers  are  going  to  sull'er.  Sarah 
expects  to  leave  here  about  a  week  from  today  (Tuesday)  to  my  view 
a  very  mad  scheme,  Every  one  knows  their  own  kind  best.  I  le  writes, 
that  if  he  is  not  dismissed,  he  will  make  arrangements  to  settle  in 
Chicago. 

1  lave  you  seen  Robert?1  Give  my  love  to  all  the  children.  I  1 1 11st 
that  Gods  richest  blessing  may  rest  on  you  Sc  your  household.  Have 
you  faith  to  pray,  earnestly  for  David’s  &:  Roberts  conversion?-  Oh 
pray  for  them— They  must  die!!  And  must  go  before  the  fudge,  if 
found  naked.  No  Christ  in  which  to  hide!  Oh  I  have  sown— aud  1 
must  reap.  Love  to  Miss  McK.  Did  her  Box  reach  Godrich?3  1  am 
sure  your  Ministers  heart  grieves  for  India.  With  much  love  to  you 
my  dear  Mary  ever  Your  A(Jt  Mother 
I  was  called  olf  Sc  must  now  end  this  letter.  ^  p  <, 

1  have  sent  the  waists  in  separate  Envelope— 

Bleasc  let  me  know  if  you  ever  recieve  them 


1  Robert  Stuart— Mary’s  brother. 
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-  1  lie  sons  of  Robert  and  l'.li/a  belli  Stuart  were  not  “converted”  and  did  not  for¬ 
mally  join  the  Presbyterian  Church.  This  was  source  of  great  grief  to  their  parents, 
who  believed  that  without  such  a  profession  of  faith  their  souls  would  inevitably  be 
lost.  Christian  parents  were  more  loving  than  Presbyterians  conceded  God  to  be. 

:i  Goderich,  Ontario. 


Del  roil  Nov  41I1  1 857 

Dearly  loved  Son 

1 1  stands  me  in  hand,  to  make  interest  to  prevent  your  ever  cut  1  ing 
your  linger.  You  cannot  tell  how  much  1  missed  your  letter.  I  am 
glatl  that  it  is  in  wi  it  ing  slate,  and  that  you  all  are  recovering  Irom 
Influenza. 

Poor  Lamed  has  begun  the  downward  road  and  I  I'ear  he  will  find 
the  bottom  sooner  than  lie  expects.  He  is  now  plunged  in  Politics 
on  the  Blk.1  Rep.  Ticket,  of  course  beaten— and  severely  handled  in 
the  papers,  accused  of  coming  out  of  Mayor  Hyde’s  Office  1  1  Odock 
Sunday  Night  “been  at  a  prayer  meeting  with  the  Mayor  with  plenty 
ol  Lct\  Pipes,  Oaths  Sc  Scgars  !!  I  ruly  he  that  honoreth  me, 

him  will  J  honor— and  he  that  lightly  esteemeth  me,  shall  be  lightly 
esteemed. 

In  reading  the  sale  of  Mortgage,  I  do  not  see  Pierson’s  name— 
II  he  w ci e  one  ol  the  defendants  should  not  his  name  appear  among 
the  defendants?  was  it  not  such  an  omission  that  caused  the  trouble 
in  the  Crab  mortgage?  1  am  sorry  you  troubled  yourself  to  send  the 
check,  for  $150— which  you  borrowed  while  here  to  invest  for  Mary 
in  Ci  as.  May  she  not  want  it  lor  Robert  s  Hills?"  Payments  come  m 
very  slow— Lc  Roy  has  not  come  with  the  rest  of  his— Parsons  I 
should  think  is  out  of  business— his  family  are  with  his  parents,  and 
lie  and  Elwood  are  out  of  partnership.  His  father  is  wealthy,  he  told 
me  that  his  father  would  pay  it,  but  that  he  did  not  wish  to  ask  it 
ol  him  as  lie  had  Eight  I  housand  Dolls;  due  him  in  the  country 
which  he  had  been  after  through  the  State  and  had  ret  timed  totally 
disappointed”.  I  told  him  that,  I  was  only  appointed  reciever,  but 
no  power  to  change  your  decree.  But  I  felt  safe  in  saying,  that  I 
should  not  be  surprized  if  the  Mortgage  should  be  closed,  that  it  was 
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of  the  highest  importance  that  Mrs.  B— for  whom  yon  acted,  did  not 
wish  to  own  real  Estate  in  Mich:— that  one  or  two  payments  remain¬ 
ing  might  weaken  the  security,  so  as  to  throw  the  property  in  her 
hands— he  smiled,  I  said  “This  is  gratuitous  in  me;  only  1  know  Mr. 
Baker  and  all  Business  men  whose  opinion  I  have  heard,  ridicule 
(mi  valuation  of  property  in  Michigan— and  l  know  Mr.  Baker,  does 
not  value  yours  lot  hall  what  you  do”— Why  Mrs  S— in  the  last  year 
I  have  put  $1000  on  that  property”— That  was  for  your  own  taste 

or  convenience— but  has  not  added  to  the  Sec - y:1— it  ended  in  no 

money— No  possibility,  for  a  little  time  to  come  to  pay. 

I  trust  that  Mary’s  sensible  mind,  &  not  her  whimsical  mind,  will 
quickly  decide  for  her  coining  here;  the  sorry  thoughts  Sc  worrying 
that  constantly  intrude  themselves  upon  her  are  injurious  to  her— 
here  she  will  be  free  from  every  thing,  to  trouble  her  We  have  her 
army  Doctor— who  lias  been  with  her  before4— The  two  Babies  to 
delight  my  heart;  the  journey  benefitting  all. 

Last  night  and  night  before,  we  sat  up,  until  1  1  Oclock  waiting  for 
Maynard  &  his  Bride.5  We  reed  a  letter  saying  “On  Monday  we  start 
for  Detroit  8c  on  Tuesday  eve.  we  hope  to  take  tea  with  you”— We 
hear  nothing  from  them. 

Sarah  reed  a  letter  from  David  requesting  her  to  come  Chi:  before 
she  went  East  and  bring  the  children  to  spend  a  week  there.  She 
expects  to  return  here,  and  leave  for  the  East  by  the  16th  to  18th 
ins:  — 

My  heart  is  troubled  about  my  poor  Bob."  rely  upon  it  his  disap¬ 
pointment  in  not  getting  to  Morristown  was  greater  than  yours— 
he  is  doomed— God  alone  can  keep  him— Oh  how  he  needs  his 
father— dear  Boy  he  speaks  enthusiastically  of  his  Father  “The  best 
husband  and  the  best  Father,  that  ever  lived  our  loss  my  dear  Mother 
can  never  be  replaced”— This  makes  me  happy. 

Mr.  DufTield  is  quite  ill.  Last  Sunday  was  communion  in  our  R: 
Mr.  McElroy’s  Church.7  In  ours  7  were  expected  to  join  on  confes¬ 
sion  some  by  letter— in  Mr  McE:7  five  or  six  Mr.  D8  was  too  ill  to 
be  in  Chh:  Mr  McE.7  opened  the  service  with  prayer  singing  and  got 
through  with  reading  the  covenant,  when  as  Sarah  supposed  he  sunk 
down  dead  in  his  chair,  a  severe  fainting  fit  of  course,  service  c  losed 
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&  no  communion— Sarah  seemed  very  much  shocked,  she  thought 
he  was  dead. 

My  love  to  Mary  to  all  my  blessed  children,  I  wish  you  would 
always  be  particular  to  let  me  know  how  my  poor  l.ooly  gets  on, 
how  his  general  health,  spirits  &c  are.  My  love  to  Miss  Me  Kid.  1  wish 
always  to  be  kindly  remembered  to  our  Morristown  Circle. 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son,  from  Your 

Ailcct ionate  Mother 

E  E  Stuart 

1  Black.  Republican  Ticket— 

-  Mary’s  son,  Robert  Stuart  Turner. 

'A  Security. 

1  Mary  Baker  was  expecting  a  baby  in  January  1838. 

6  Quin  tin  Maynard  Thorne  and  his  bride,  Maria  late  Hall,  who  had  been  married 
Octobei  1.MJ,  1857  by  the  Rector  of  St.  John’s  Chinch,  Brooklyn.  Ouiniin  Maynard 
1 1101  ne 'was  the  son  of  Richard  Van  YVyck  Thorne  and  Maria  Sullivan,  who  was  the 
sister  ol  Fli/abcth  Sullivan  Stuart,  so  he  was  her  nephew. 

0  l'-lizabeth  Stuarts  son,  Robert —  doomed  ’,  she  laced  because  he  had  not  hum. illy 
joined  the  Church. 

7  On  May  1  j,  1855  Rcv-  S.  McKlroy  of  Medway,  Kentucky,  was  called  to  be 

the  first  l'aslor  of  the  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church,  Cornel  ol  Jelleison  A\c.  ft  Rivard 
St.  Detroit,  lie  remained  there  until  his  death  from  typhoid  level  .it  the  age  ol  -7, 
on  Dec.  a  p  1837. 

8  Mr.  Dullield,  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Detroit.  Alter  the  l’iist 
Presbyterian  was  burned  on  the  night  of  Jan.  10,  183.1,  llll‘  land  on  whic  li  ii  had  stood 
was  sold,  and  the  First  Church  retained  four-tenths  ol  the  purchase  price,  the  other 
six-tenths  being  contributed  to  the  new  congregations  of  the  Jelleison  Ave  nue  and 
Foil  Street  Churches,  many  of  whom  had  gone  forth  from  the  mother  church.  Flic 
location  of  the  new  First  Church  was  voted  by  the  Trustees  to  the  decision  of  Dr. 
Dullield,  and  he  was  given  the  choice  of  pastorates  of  the  three  Presbyterian  churches 
above  named.  He  naturally  chose  to  continue  in  his  own  church.  From:  One  Him- 
dreth  Anniversary  Celebration,  First  Presbyterian  Church— p.  31. 

II  your  Mother  and  Mrs.  Griffin  have  returned,  I  beg  to  be  affec¬ 
tionately  remembered  to  them.  I  suppose  Mary  Lawrence  will  be 
paying  our  Mary  a  visit  in  return  lor  her  N. Port1  politeness.  I  think 
it  is  a  very  pleasant  friendship  to  be  formed,  one  which  I  hope  will 
be  continued,  it  is  a  little  strange  that  the  Grand  parents  of  each  of 
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1 1  km  ii  should  have  been  intimate,  Your  parents— and.  Kate’s  parents 
—intimate  with  Capt.  &  Mrs.  Lawrence— &  yet  never  knew  each 
other. 

Om  weather  gloomy,  rainy,  looks  like  preparing  lor  early  winter. 
Enclosed  please  find  Chks: 

E 


Please  tell  Mary  that  Mrs.  Allen  was  confined  yesterday— an  other 
daughter.  A  Met  hanic  brought  me  in  a  Hill  ol  that  bean  til  ill  1  enant 

o  o 

Allen  lor  the  drain.  I  must  pay  it. 

1  Newport. 


Detroit,  Nov.  1 3th,  »«57 

Dear  Son, 

1  have  had,  and  have  great  difficulty  in  getting  money.  Jews  pd. 
punctually  1st  ins.  Smith  11th  all,  Paton  after  threat  with  a  suit- 
day  before  yesterday  §u8.  Peters  last  night  $5.  My  punctual  Mr. 
Clarke  hall— and  not  another  can  even  promise  to  pay.  Gotheal1  in 
best  times  is  always  a  month  behind  so  I  suppose  now  1  may  hope 
to  hear  from  him  in  two  months.  A.  Hagg— my  mortgage  man— has 
lost  his  property  on  which  was  the  inort— 

1  wish  you  would  write  explicitely  to  Ferry.  1  delivered  your  mes¬ 
sage  relative  to  Molfat— Me  said  that  did  not  answer  his  request  to 
know  if  you  would  extend  the  mortgage.  You  may  remember  all  1 
asked  was— were  you  willing  to  extend  time,  that  he  might  be  will¬ 
ing  to  put  up  another  building,  which  would  inhancc  the  value  ol 
the  mortgage.  1  should  think  from  your  letter  that  you  had  reed,  an 
idea  that  MolTat  was  in  some  way  concerned— of  this  I  know  nothing 
and  cannot  speak  intelligently.  LeRoy  was  here  a  few  days  since — 
he  has  not  yet  pd.  residue  of  his  Interest. 

Our  times  are  distressingly  gloomy.  God  alone  can  send  rebel. 
Our  farmers  will  not  sell,  even  to  pay  their  just  debts— “rather  their 
wheat  should  rot  than  take  eighty  cents  for  it.’’  Mr.  Dufiield  is  very 
ill.  Mr.  McElroy  very  ill— Ft.  St.  Chh.  without  a  Pastor!!-  'Troubles 
do  not  spring  out  of  the  Ground.’’ 
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Maynard  &  Bride3  arrived  here  on  Thursday,  ist  ins.  will  leave 
here  if  permitted  on  Monday  1 6th.  I  think  it  probable  Sarah  will 
accompany  them.  She  is  in  Chicago. 

Dear  Son,  do  you  remember,  we  promised  a  visit  to  Mr.  Bacon, 
and  a  particular  description  ol  property  of  which  he  has  charge  for 
taxes?  i.c.  Where  Located— No.  of  Lot.  By  whom  f  axes  to  be  pd. 
whether  Landlord  or  Tenant.  1  Ic  gets  confused  about  Jews,— Baton 
&  Beters  properly.  He  evidently  has  been  hurt,  until  last  Sat.  Kvc. 
he  has  never  been  in  our  house.  I  became  suspicious  or  Icarlul  that 
I  had  slighted  him,  and  went  over  to  tea  there  in  the  course  of  con¬ 
versation  he  remarked  that  he  had  hoped  to  have  welcomed  you. 
1  told  him  that  all  your  arrangements  here  had  been  frustrated  and 
you  were  suddenly  called  to  leave  earlier  than  you  had  contemplated 

Now  may  I  beg  of  you  to  make  out  and  send  me  that  paper.  1  know 
as  well  as  you  that  it  is  unnecessary— yet  if  it  please  him,  I  am  sure 
you  are  willing  to  take  the  trouble. 

Maynard  &  wile3  are  forming  plans  to  leave  here  on  Monday,  and 
be  in  Morristown  for  a  day  &  night.  They  expect  to  lose  a  day  (Tues¬ 
day)  Sauntering  about  Buffalo  and  Niagara.  Wednes.  Morning  or 
Eve.  leave  Albany  for  New  York,  &  go  directly  to  Mon  istown  before 
they  go  to  Brooklyn. 

Love  to  all  &  much  for  Yourself  from  your  sincerely  attached 

Mother, 

E.  E.  St  nai  l. 

1  C.otheal  was  the  Agent  for  the  Sullivan  Estate  in  Brooklyn. 

-  Fort  Street  Presbyterian  Church,  an  olfshoot  from  the  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

:s  Quintin  Maynard  Thorne,  son  of  Richard  Van  Wyck  Thorne  and  Maria  Sullivan 
Thorne— Elizabeth  Stuart’s  nephew. 

Novem  lbtli.  1857 

Dear  Son— 

This  morning  at  half  past  5  poor  Mayn  &:  his  little  wife1  left  for 
home,  and  declares  that  “the  last  two  weeks  have  been  the  happiest 
he  ever  knew  in  life  or  ever  expects  to  see.’’ 
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This  Evening-  Lc  Roy  paid  Forty  Dollars,  the  last  due  on  his  $200 
Interest;  with  your  permission  I  will  keep  it,  for  1  have  not  nor  can 
I  collect  one  Dollar.  1  will  write  to  Gotheal,  when  he  has  money  in 
hand  lor  me,  to  pay  you  the  $.10— which  make  all  straight  with  me, 
in  that  quarter  (i  e)  Mary’s  Money.  I  feel  sorry  for  Parsons.  Lc  Roy 
seemed  to  feel  mortified  and  not  having  pel :  but  said  “Mrs  S— 1  have 
spared  no  pains  since  I  was  here  to  get  that  $40— with  great  trouble 
I  have  succeeded— No  man  can  collect  money.  1  have  never  seen  such 
gloomy  times.” 

Mr.  Dufficld  is  still  ill  but  Doc:  Stuart  thinks  better.  Mr.  1. yell's 
is  said  to  be  a  very  bad  failure.  None  expect  to  get  a  cent  above  50 
pet:  Sarah  still  in  Chicago.  Excuse  my  desultory  letter  but  I  have 
had  a  weeks  strife  by  day  8:  Night  for  freedom  to  breathe,  it  always 
makes  me  nervus.  “hope  on,  hope  ever”  sustains  me.  I  hope  when 
the  weather  changes  I  too  will  change.  Now  it  is  dark,  dreary,  at 
times  snowing  then  drizzling  rains  8c  very,  very  cold. 

1  am  sorry  that  1  must  give  up  all  hope  of  having  Mary.2  As  things 
now  are— for  me  to  attempt  to  go  to  her  would  be  the  height  of  pre¬ 
sumption— 1  should  only  go  to  give  trouble.  Altho  she  has  never 
asked  it  yet,  I  had  resolved,  that  if  she  did  not  come  to  me,  I  would 
go  to  her.  Now  I  give  up  all  hope— as  I  now  am,  I  cannot  even  look 
the  journey  in  the  face. 

Please  give  much  love  for  me  to  Mary  8:  all  the  precious  children 
—say  to  Mary  Stuart  Baker,  as  soon  as  I  can  I  will  thank  her  for  her 
truly  welcome  letter.  What  shall  I  say  about  my  deep  heart  felt  sor¬ 
row  for  our  blessed,  afllicted  lent  Treasure?  I  dare  not  pray  for  his 
recovery,  he  is  the  Lord’s  who  doeth  all  things  well,  Yet  l  would  say, 
if  consistant  with  his  blessed  plans,  I  would  say,  Oh  our  God  spare 
his  poor  little  shattered,  nervus,  frame,  any  more  sulfering,  and  with 
cords  of  love  8:  peace  draw  him  unto  thyself— to  think  of  his  sullering 
again  as  I  have  seen  him,  makes  me  shudder.  Oh  if  I  only  had  the 
ability,  how  gladly  would  1  spend  my  few  remaining  days  in  his 
service! ! 

My  affectionate  remembrance  to  Miss  McKid— to  Morristown 
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friends— love  to  Taylors  all.  Sarah  is  well  in  Chi:— When  to  return, 
I  know  not. 

Much  love  to  you,  my  dear  Kind  Attentive  Son. 

ever  Your  grateful,  Affectionate  Mother 

E  E  S 

1  On i min  Maynard  Thorne  and  his  bride. 

-  l.lizabeth  Stuart  had  hoped  to  have  her  daughter  Mary  eome  to  Detroit  lor  her 
approaching  confinement  in  January,  but  Mary  decided  to  remain  in  Morristown. 


Detroit  Nov.  20th  1 857 

My  dearest  Mary, 

Your  very  welcome  letter  of  (P  Mark)  16th  ins.  gladcned  my  heart, 
it  brought  intelligence  of  my  poor  little  sufferer,1  being  easier  and 
the  others  all  in  health.  The  blessed  child!  if  only  (hand  Mother’s 
weakness  afford  him  one  moments  cheerful  thought,  I  am  content 
to  be  weak  with  him,  for  his  sake  1  wish  I  had  the  physical,  and  ner- 
vus  strength  of  forty  four,  the  rest  of  my  days  and  nights  should  be 
spent  in  serving  him,  I  dare  not  pray  for  his  recovery  I  only  pray 
that  God  will  spare  him  accute  suffering,  and  be  to  his  soul  the  light 
of  life— that  he  may  be  converted,  made  meet  lot  an  inheritance  with 
Saints  in  I  leaven,  that  the  graces  of  the  spirit  may  abound  in  his  soul 
—Meekness— patience,  long  suffering— love— and  a  lively  faith  in  the 
precious  Savior.  Oh  my  dear  Mary  nothing  causes  me  more  suffei  ing 
of  soul,  than  my  neglect  to  my  children,  while  their  minds  were 
tender,  and  if  they  had  had  a  Mother,  might  now  all  have  been 
bright,  decided,  active,  blessed  Christians.  Let  me  implore  you  to 
pray  for  grace,  to  train  those  already  committed  to  your  influence  & 
power,  alone  for  Christ:  There  is  nothing  to  live  for  but  Him  and 
his  Son.  Tell  my  blessed  boy— 1,  treat  his,  and  my  Savior,  just  as  he 
did  me,  and  1  am  as  often  forgiven,  and  the  glass  ol  Jelly  brought 
to  me,  before  my  guilty  heart  has  dared  to  hope,  that  1  could  be 
forgiven. 

Oh  how  1  wish  that  I  could  be  with  you  in  all  the  month  of  Dec. 
but  it  is  next  to  impossible.  I  find,  as  1  near  the  I'lnee  score  Sc  ten, 
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the  Building  totters  more  and  more,  my  prayer  to  God  is,  that  1  may 
be  hid  in  Christ,  and  not  depend  on  rocks  R:  Mountains  to  lall  on  me, 
Sc  hide  me  from  him:  1  can  praise  God  lor  the  faith  I  have  in  prayer— 
and  1  feel  as  the  ignorant  little  Captive,  “if  they  would  only  go”  with 
their  cares,  their  wants,  their  doubts  &  darkness  to  our  ( iod,  Israel  s 


God,  we  need  not  stiller. 

1  am  led  to  these  remarks,  by  my  hearts  overflowing  gratitude. 

I  believe  nothing  could  have  accomplished  in  the  condition  ol  my 
poor  unhappy  ill  fated  Sons,  the  little  glimmer  of  improvement 
which  I,  with  the  eye  of  faith,  see  in  them,  but  a  prayer  answering 
God!  1  know  that  he  has  given  me,  and  is  giving  me  all  that  can  be, 
constantly  with  his  honor,  all  that  is  withheld,  is,  because  my  Hoys 
feel,  Who  is  the  Lord  that  lie  should  reign  over  us.  1  know  that  all 
will  be  done,  that  can  be  done.  Do  not  think  that  either  give  the 
“plausible  appearance  of  a  probability”  of  their  conversion.  Oh  no 
—  Hut  a  great  change— I  believe  all  will  be  granted  that  God  can  do. 
You  believe,  and  so  do  I,  that  a  time  may  be  in  our  life,  When  God 
will  say  “Let  them  alone,  they  are  joined  to  their  Idols”— I  should 
fear  to  that  Soul  the  Spirit  can  never  appeal  either  for  tear  or  hope!! 

1  have  never  prayed  for  Earth’s  honors,  nor  talents,  nor  wealth, 
simply  that  they  may  be  converted,  or  restrained  from  every  sin, 
especially  that  which  most  easily  beset  them.  Now  judge  you— from 
every  quarter,  I  hear  of  David’s  rising  character,  his  great  success, 
that  he  is  looked  upon  as  the  Lawyer  ol  the  West  Sec.  Oh  1  wish  I 
could  sit  between  you  8c  tell  you  all,  for  poor  Baker  is  too  firmly 
identified  with  us,  not  to  participate  in  our  joys  if  any,  8c  sympathize 
in  all  our  sorrows,  &  in  all  our  disgrace.  David  is  esteemed  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  by  the  respectable— Sarah  is  quite  affected,  when  she  speaks  of 
his  tender,  courteous,  attention  to  her,  while  she  was  in  Chicago— 


and  his  love  &  attention  to  the  children. 

1  get  pleasant  letters  from  my  dear  little  ill  latecl  Bob,2  and  get 
cheerful  bright  intelligence  of  him,  from  Uncle  I  home,  who  always 
writes  just  as  things  are.  They  are  (i  e  Bob  8c  co— fairly  located  in  the 
Pres.  Chh.  I  believe  have  a  converted  Man  for  a  Minister;'  who  is 
manifesting  a  deep,  active  interest  in  their  family  and  are  rel  ieving 
Kindness  from  Cairns  8c  Co.4  as  well  as  from  Ellen.  11  they  are  never 
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converted,  I  know  that  these  changes  are  of  Cod,  and  in  answer  to 
prayer. 

Our  Iriend  Mr.  Lyell  I  fear  will  sink  under  his  sorrows— Nol  loss 
of  Money,  nor  style  nor  ease,  for  these  he  cares  not  a  Straw— ‘’hut 
failing  has  disgraced  him  he  cannot  hold  up  his  head— ruined  his 
children— empoverished  the  poor,  5k  caused  his  best  friends  to  be 
losers  by  him,  I  must  sink  R:c  Jkc”  M uch  like  this,  is  the  theme  of  his 
conversation,  he  looks  old,  quite  grey— and  feeble,  he  thinks  that  he 
has  disease  of  the  heart,— a  violent  abiding  pain,  and  irregular  pul¬ 
sation  cause  the  thought. 

Sarah  hopes  to  leave  here  for  Morristown  on  Tuesday— but  there 
are  so  many  hinderances,  she  has  decided  not  to  write,  when  she 
hopes  to  leave. 

1  believe  I  (wrote)  to  Mr.  Baker  about  Maynard  k  Wife— You 
know  with  me— Love,  is  the  only  requisite  in  Marriage— if  1  choose 
to  love  weakness,  strength,  beauty— wit,  or  ugliness  k  clownishness— 
that  put  to  my  A/c— but  if  I  love,  I  shall  not  see  their  ways.  Now, 
they  love  each  other  purely— unselfishly,  and  1  think  happily,  and 
I  believe  they  will  be  prospered,  (happily)  all  their  life.  She  is  a  girl 
of  excellent  principles0— no  foolry  nor  striv  ing  to  do,  beyond  her 
reach— not  a  want  beyond  her  husband’s  means,  and  he,  careful- 
good  habits,  loves  her  tenderly,  is  unhappy  at  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  treated  her— her  Mother7  is  of  highly  respectable  parent¬ 
age— her  father  an  Englishman  of  standing,  R:  her  home  in  (vacation, 
at  Mdm  Buntz.es  or  Mdmc  Chigarri’s  School,8)  was  always  at  Martin 
Iloflman’s  in  N.  York— from  whose  house  she  married  Mr  Mali"— 
whose  father10  married  Miss  Seaman  of  New  York,  Brothers’  daugh¬ 
ter  to  Mrs.  Cort wright  who  Married  Brokholst  Livingston  ol  N 
York  (Ledyard’s  G-father)— good  enough  blood  for  any— and  I  think 
she  is  decidedly  the  superior  of  all  the  Daughters  in  Law  in  Your 
Uncle’s11  house. 

Now  for  self— I  wish  while  you  are  looking  December  in  the 
face—1”  You  would  send  me  up  some  of  your  .supernumeraries— Will 
not  Mary  k  Bessie  have  one  Months  vacation?  Will  not  Bob11  have 
one  month?  Why  not  they,  and  dear  little  Eliza  come,  R:  slay  their 
vacation?  they  need  not  loose  time— they  can  devote  part  of  their 
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time  to  study— The  girls  can  have  higher  musical  advantages  than 
any  where  else.  Their  health  improved— and  do  not  care  lor  the 
traveling  expenses— You  Sc  Mr  B  can  easily  pay  them,  &  not  miss  it  — 
and  you  will  have  the  comfort  of  it— beside,  they  may  not  live  to 
enjoy  one  cent  of  their  property— 

Every  night  since  Wednesday  Francis11  has  been  twice  to  Can. 
from  6  P  M  to  Z:  past  t  t  tit  Night— &:  the  Nights  have  been  fearfully 
stormy.  At  Vi  5  this  morning  entirely  alone  poor  Lavinia  &  her  little 
Fanny11’  arrived,  in  a  bitterly  cold,  pelting  Snow  Storm.  She  has  been 
giving  an  interesting  account  of  the  “Happy  Morristown  home”— 
children’s  love  &c:  that  God  may  in  a  special  manner  preside  in  and 
over  that  nest  is  my  daily  prayer.  1  am  very  very  happy  to  have 
Lavinia  here,  she  appears  uncommonly  well.  Dear  Fannie  is  too 
much  like  her  blessed  Father1®— but  if  she  is  only  good,  I  care  not 
for  her  lack  of  beauty. 

Our  weather  is  very  severely  cold,  and  a  fierce  Snow  Storm— Dis¬ 
tress  ol  ev  ery  kind  not  one  cent  of  money  can  be  collected.  1  thought 
that  I  did  not  owe  Towle’s  office  one  cent— last  Night,  I  suppose 
Newberry  left  at  the  door  an  A/c— which  I  send  for  Mr.  Baker’s  spe¬ 
cial  examining— I  did  not  know  that  the  word  Kewanee  had  ever 
been  lisped  in  their  office.  I  do  not  believe  that  Towle  has  an  idea 
that  such  a  Bill  has  been  presented.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  perfect 
Swindle— shall  pay  it,  and  forever  be  a  loser  at  first  cost  rather  than 
have  my  name  ever  again  written  in  that  Office.  They  allowed  Allen 
to  cheat  me,  and  then  send  his  accounts  to  me  to  pay.  They  did  not 
even  know  that  he  had  left  the  house  til  I  sent  for  the  Key,  to  shew 
the  house  to  Applicants.  They  are  hungry  Yankees,  and  mean  to 
"get  the  living  which  the  world  owes  them”— At  any  rate  /  am  done 
with  them,  once  I  gel  out  of  Grand  River,  there  l  expect  to  be 
drowned,  but  trust  in  resuscitation  &c— 

You  see  I  write  in  haste— 1  am  afraid  that  between  Porter  and 
Campbell— All  my  papers  relative  to  Crabb  Mortgage  are  lost,  and 
1  being  the  sure  Bird  I  suppose  will  have  to  foot  all  that  Bill  with 
which  I  have  no  more  to  do  than  the  Pope  of  Rome. 

Dinner  bell— I  must  stop— I  only  send  Law  papers  for  Mr.  B’s 
amusement— he  may  keep  them  to  return  by  Sarah.  I  meant  to  have 
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scm  you  today  your  I.croy  Ijjqo-but  I  cannot.  My  Jove  to  Mr  B- 
and  every  member  of  your  family— in  which  Lavinia  &  Sarah  join 
they  sit  beside  me.  Tell  Mr  B.  that  your  advices  to  B.  Bol  ter  released 
G.CIunclT  &  Mortgage:  &:  did  all  the  business.  Yet  Towle’s  Office 
ah  me - 

I  hope  you  will  send  me  some  of  your  supers— In  muc  h  love 

Your  afreet ionale  Mother 

K.K.S. 

I  have  just  reed,  a  letter  from  Mrs  Doty— her  line  Son  James,  is  dead! 
while  they  were  daily  expecting  him  at  home— and  their  Inst  Grand 
child  is  just  dead  she  very  sad”. 

I  Tittle  Looe  Baker,  a  great  sullerer  from  iuilamniaiory  rheumatism. 

-  Robert  Stuart,  her  son,  who  had  resigned  from  the  Navy  April  i(i,  iH-,7.  lb-  had 
returned  from  a  long  voyage  to  South  America,  and  when  in  March  t K-j  lie  was 
ordered  to  the  African  Squadron,  he  offered  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted. 

;i  Rev.  Samuel  Fly,  who  was  the  first  Minister  and  founder  of  the  Roslyn,  1.1. 
Presbyterian  Church.  I'he  young  Robei  t  Stuarts  lived  at  Roslyn, 

4  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caiins,  parents  of  Ellen  Cairns  Stuart,  who  lived  at  Roslyn. 

•r'  Ellen  Cairns  Stuart,  Robert  Stuart’s  wife. 

Maria  Tate  Hall,  who  had  married  Quintin  Maynard  Thorne. 

‘  Maria  'Fate  Hall's  mother  was  Susan  Tate,  daughter  of  Alexander  lit oclie  Tate, 
of  Birmingham,  England.  lie  was  a  first  cousin  of  Sir  John  Moore,  who  died  at 
Corunna. 

*  Possibly  Chegaray’s  School,  listed  in  Wilson’s  Business  Directory  for  1857/8  at 
70  Madison  Avenue,  under  "Schools.”  it  was  an  old  New  York  School,  first  fm titer 
down-town. 

1  he  father  of  Maria  late  Ilall  was  Charles  Dana  Hall  of  Camden,  Maine  and 
New  York. 

10  Catharine  Seaman,  daughter  of  Edward  Seaman,  had  married  (1)  (Apt.  John 
Korti  iglit— and  (2)  Judge  Ilenry  Brockholst  Livingston.  Edward  Seaman’s  brother, 
William  Seaman,  had  a  daughter,  Harriet  Seaman,  who  married  Farnham  Hall. 

II  Dr.  Richard  Van  Wyck  Thorne,  who  had  married  Maria  Sullivan,  and  was  the 
father  of  Quintin  Maynard  T  horne. 

‘-William  Chapman  Baker  Jr.  was  expected  in  December.  He  was  born  fan  tr, 
1858. 

13  Robert  Stuart  T timer. 

14  Francis  was  Mrs.  Stuart’s  handy  man. 

15  Lavinia  &  Fanny  Stuart,  John  Stuart’s  widow  and  child. 

I(i  J°l|n  Stuart  was  evidently  not  considered  handsome  by  his  family. 

11  German  Church,  on  which  E.  E.  Stuart  held  a  mortgage. 
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g.,r 

Detroit  December  12  1  1857 

M  y  belo\  ed  Son— 

I  loin  ly  1  am  looking  for  news  from  Morristown.1 2  Mary  gives  her- 
sell  till  ey  ins.—  1  have  gone  to  the  extreme  limit  2  1st.  Today  1  real 
Randolph’s  Books  Bill— I  see  he  sent  the  package  addressed  to 
Robert’s  children"  to  Morristown,  will  you  oblige  me  by  sending  it 
to  him,  &  advise  him  of  the  mistake..  1  dreamed  last  night  of  seeing 
my  l.ooly  very  ill  and  your  whole  house  in  confusion— You  know 
in)-  Bethlehem1  education  made  me  very  superstitious.  1  look  cargerly 
every  morning  for  a  letter  from  Morristown.  Please  remember  me 
affectionately  to  Mary.—  I  will  write  her  in  a  day  or  two.  1  am  sorry 
to  hear  of  the  indisposit ion  of  her  dear  little  Bessie. 

Love  to  all  the  Children  and  Miss  McKid.  1  trust  that  my  blessed 
l.ooly  may  be  spared  suffering.  Day  by  day  I  wish  I  had  health 
strength,  and  my  remaining  days  should  be  wholly  given  to  him, 
&  his  comfort ,  and  as  far  as  in  me  lies  to  his  improvement.  Wish  them 
all  from  me,  a  very  happy  Christmas  day  &  many  happy  returns, 
richly  ladened  with  God’s  blessings  of  this  festive  Season.  To  you 
with  my  hearts  best  love,  wishes  that  you  may  have  all  the  happiness 
which  the  love  of  Christ,  Sc  his  peace  which  passeth  all  understand¬ 
ing  is  adequate  to  supplying. 

Your  attached  Mother 

EES 


It  is  said  that  Mr  McElroy  must  die1— My  love  to  Sarah  and  all  hers— 
With  happy  Christmas  to  all— Do  not  let  my  Box  nor  Books  be 
opened  until  Christmas  Morning. 

Root  Eavinia  sends  much  love  to  all.  She  has  been  very  tenderly 
kind  and  attentive  to  me  during  my  sickness.  Fanny  is  going  to  make 
a  second  Mary  Baker. 

1  M;iry  Baker’s  confinement.  Her  baby  was  born  Jan.  15,  1858. 

2  Robert  Stuart’s  children,  who  were  at  Roslyn,  L.I. 

:J  Elizabeth  Stuart  was  educated  at  the  Moravian  Seminary  at  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

1  Rev.  Hugh  S.  McElroy  died  Dec.  24,  i8",7. 
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Detroit  Dec:  3  1st.  185*7. 

Dear  Son— 

^  our  looked  for,  &  truly  acceptable  (avor  ol  25th  reached  me  on 
Monday  morning  28th  ins:  of  course  brought  me  an  agreeable  dis¬ 
appointment:  (i  e)  that  Mary  was  able  to  add  her  checrlul  presence 
to  the  joyful  Group  ol  Friday  morning.  1  was  really  afraid,  that  the 
anticipated  happiness  of  the  day,  might  have  been  frustrated,  by 
uncontrolablc  events,  which  have  been  kindly  deferred  until  all 
shall  be  in  a  better  state  to  meet  the  necessity. 

I  low  kind  you  are  ever  to  me,  Oh  I  wish  I  could  write  it  on  your 
heart,  the  peace  ol  mind,  the  release  from  Care,  and  even  thinking 
that  you  have  been,  and  arc  to  me  for  the  last  Nine  years.1  You  can 
never  be  rewarded  by  me  or  mine.  My  expressions  of  Gratitude  seem 
pi esumptuous.  But  1  know  that  one  so  capable  of  shewing  such  at¬ 
tentions,  is  fully  capable  of  appreciating  his  work— and  only  wish  1 
could  shew  how  they  are  appreciated  by  me. 

I  thank  you  lor  doing  as  you  have  with  the  Aslor  A/c:  All  such 
documents  should  be  with  you.  The  little  collections  Taxes,  Insur¬ 
ances  &:c,  After  your  arranging  them  are  easily  attended  to  by  me, 
but  I  (eel  all  papers  of  importance  should  be  with  you. 

I  am  truly  glad  that  my  Books  &  my  Soldier  reached  Morristown 
by  Christmas,  Oh  how  I  should  have  delighted  111  seeing  those  happy 
faces.  My  own  precious  Dooly’s  morning  of  life  so  clouded  makes  me 
sad,  yet  I  believe  that  all  will  be  well.  Your  list  of  Books  were  all 
right.  I  am  glad  that  Livingston  met  your  acceptance,  1  had  read 
extracts  from  it,  and  became  very  much  interested  in  it.  1  wrote 
about  Robert’s  package,  immediately  011  recieving  Randolph’s  A/c 
&  list,  in  which  he  says,  “  I  o  R  Stuart,  Morristown  See — I  saw  a  great 
mistake  had  been  made,  and  wrote  to  you,  &  Randolph,-  by  the  same 
mail,  that  Robert’s  might  be  sent  to  him;  but  in  good  time  learned 
I  rom  Ran:  that  all  was  right,  S:  in  t  ime,  the  mistake  was  made  by  his 
Clk:  — 

In  reading  over  your  letter  of  25th  I  get  the  impression  that  you 
sent  Astor’s  A/c— I  reed.  A’s  Letter  &  A/c  Sc  Check.  Is  this  all? 

Will  you  please  give  my  best  thanks  to  my  dear  Bessie?  Tell  her, 


.r  .Ei  i>u  o(I 
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Iut  acceptable  «Y  valued  present,  was  handed  me  on  Christina. v  morn¬ 
ing  just  as  I  sat  down  to  Breakfast.  Poor  Sarah  had  a  gloomy  close  to 
her  Christinas  day— My  love  to  her  if  you  please,  Tell  her  “Dave  is 
very  well,  very  hard  at  work  and  diligent  business,”  “has  not  that 
anyone  knows  of,  been  absent  from  Chicago. 

My  worst  Icars  are  more  than  realized  with  poor  unhappy,  mis¬ 
taken  Mr.  Lyell.  He  has  not  had  one  human  being  with  whom  he 
could  consult,  or  one  from  whom  he  could  get  one  grain,  of  counst  1. 

1  le  has  leant  up  on  Brainless,  apologies  for  men— when  all  put  to¬ 
gether,  himsell  in  the  group,  would  not  have  produced  mind  enough 
to  make  one  man  of  business.  1  have  no  doubt  but  that  he  has  lied 
to  parts  unknown!— And  she  left  here,  on  Wednesday  morning,  to 
go,  she  knew  not  whither— but  I  guess,  to  meet  instructions  instead 
of  her  husband  in  N. York!—  which  no  doubt  are  to  carry  her  across 
the  Ocean. It  is  well  he  has  gone,  1  believe  that  he  would  have  be¬ 
come  deranged,  or  would  have  blown  his  brains  out.  The  hour  is 
past  when  I  know  could  he  have  had  your  counsel  he  might  have 
been  saved.  Now  all  is  over,  he  has  made  Shipwreck  of  his  fortune— 
his  character,  his  peace— I  hope  not  his  soul.  He  has  been  surrounded 
by  fools— Anderson  his  chief  Man  in  the  Office,  is  a  poor  miserable 
imbecile— And  all  is  left  in  his  hands!!  I  hope  poor  Mrs.  L  &:  David 
and  Kilty  will  go  to  Morristown  to  see  Sarah,  she  enquired  particu¬ 
larly,  about  Duncan’s  Hotel,  with  a  hope  that  she  would  spend  her 
Sab:  there— 

New  Year’s  Evening:  1  began  this  last  night  hoping  to  get  it  in  the 
evening’s  Mail  but  was  prevented  by  company. We  have  had  a  charm¬ 
ing  day  quite  Spring  like— A  sadness  pervades  our  City— which  has 
caused  very  little  visiting.  Mr.  McElroy’s  Congregation  neither  paid 
nor  reed  visits.1  Mr.  Foot,  Pres  of  Farmers  &  Mech.  Bank  a  man 
highly  cxtccmcd,  was  found  yesterday  morning  dead  in  his  bed— 
and  Mr.  Russel  of  the  Russel  House,  it  is  feared  has  been  murdered 
in  N. York— these  together  with  the  times,  made  a  sad  community. 
Has  Earl’s  Instal:  &  Interest  been  pd:  Tickler  for  1857  stands 
$104.50  against  him.  There  is  an  impression  in  my  mind  that  there 
was  a  payt.  made  if  so— I  have  neglected  to  mark  it  paid.  Please  in¬ 
form  me.  Oh  if  I  could  only  feel  an  assurance  that  I  was  the  weakest 
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branch  of  the  strong  vine!  how  gladly  would  1  meet  the  mandate, 
to  leave  all  here. 

My  love  to  Mary — 1  will  write  to  her  and  dear  Bessie  soon.  With 
much  love  to  you  dear  Son,  and  hearty  wishes  that  all  may  ha\ e  many 
happy  returns  of  this  Season— Please  tell  Sarah,  that  1  have  just  seen 
a  gent,  from  Chicago— who  says  David  is  well  and  means  to  be  here 
this  week.  Pell  Mary,  I.avinia  begs  her  love  to  be  given  to  her  and 
wishes  to  know  why  she  has  not  acknowledged  rect  of  her  “Mean 
I  .el ter’’. 

Good  night  my  loved  Son — May  God’s  richest  blessing  be  on  your 
Household.  Please  always  when  you  see  them,  name  me  in  love  to 
your  kind  respected  Mother  and  Mrs.  Grillin— I  am  much  pleased 
with  the  plan  of  the  name  — 

Ever  your  affect  innate 

E.K.S. 

1  Elizabeth  Stuart  had  been  a  widow  since  October  at).  i8|8. 

-  Randolph  was  the  New  York  stationer  with  whom  Mis.  Smart  dealt. 

:t  Mr.  I  .yell  lied  to  Scotland,  and  later  to  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  where  he  was  a 
leading  partner  in  a  brewery. 

1  the  congregation  ol  the  Jefferson  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  was  mourning 
the  recent  death  of  their  Pastor,  Rev.  Mr.  M<  Elroy. 

5  The  name  for  the  baby  who  was  expected.  lie  was  baptised  William  Chapman  Jr. 
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Detroit,  Jan.  81  h,  1  858. 

My  very  dear  more  than  Son 

Your  letters  arc  all  in  haste.  You  say  not  one  word  of  my  blessed 
afflicted  Looly.  Oh  that  God  may  be  his  Father  and  Physician, 
then  all  is  well.  Dear  Mary  is,  as  I  am,  filled  with  anxiety  about 
Robert.  He  is  the  child  of  Prayer  and  consecration  to  God.  Let  us 
in  faith  carry  to  the  Saviour  and  only  ask  that  he  may  be  his,  and  that 
he  will  guide  all  the  circumstances  in  life  pertaining  him.  We  are 
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all  lot)  prone  to  lean  on  an  arm  of  ilesh  instead  of  on  1 1  is  who  has  in 
love  said  cast  all  your  care  upon  him. 

1  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  indisposition  among  the  little  Hock,  am 
lhanklul  that  scarlet  fever  has  not  been  among  them.  1  see  by  the 
papers  that  it  has  been  very  fatal  through  the  Country. 

Our  weather  is  intensely  cold.  I  am  confined  to  the  1  louse.  1  have 
reed,  a  letter  from  Lavinia.  She  and  Marion  arvd.  safely  in  N.York. 
Met  Mrs.  Perry  and  Ed.  Taylor.  Ere  this  Marion  is  at  her  studies 
I  hope.  Lizzie  Ledyard  is  at  Mrs.  Levcrett’s1  N.York  City,  they  say 
a  very  high  class  School,  limited  to  20  Scholars.  She  is  a  New  1  Liven 
Lady,  her  daughters  educated  in  Europe. 

Tell  Mary  dear  good  Mrs.  Porter  sent  me  a  present  clay  after 
N.Year.  A  Tumbler  of  Grape  Jelly,  a  gallon  of  beautiful  popped 
Corn  and  a  very  handsome  pair  of  Mils,  and  a  Pyrcan?  Cup  and 
Saucer,  all  in  Mary’s  and  your  name.  Charley  and  Kate  Baton  a  \  ery 
handsome  silver  fruit  knife,  and  Mrs.  Clarke  a  Mother  of  Pearl 
Paper  Cutter.  Now  this  deprives  me  of  ever  again  gratifying  myself 
in  endeavoring  to  shew  my  esteem  and  gratitude  to  them.  1  am 
thankful  to  say  that  all  Sarah’s  are  well  and  cheerful. 

1  wish  you  would  never  consult  me  when  you  feel  a  thing  is  to  be 
done,  but  do  it.  1  have  long  thought  that  the  Kcncaid  Deed  should 
be  in  our  own  hands.  I)o  send  for  it. 

My  love  to  Mary  and  my  dear  little  ones,  to  Miss  McKid.  My  love 
to  my  tenderly  loved  Son  from  his  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.  E. 

Always  love  to  the  N.York  house. 

1  Mrs.  li.  S.  Lcvtrett’s  School  for  Young  Ladies,  32  West  18th  Street,  New  York 
City. 

Detroit,  Jan,  11th,  1858. 

Dear  Son 

This  should  have  been  written  on  Saturday,  but  the  reasons  why, 
etc.  would,  to  give  them,  take  more  time  than  they  are  worth.  Poor 
Mr.  L yell’s  conduct  has  I  fear  lost  him  every  friend  but  Mr.  McCle- 
land  wife  and  me.  You  know  from  the  beginning  1  wanted  you  to 
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go  10  him.  I  knew  that  lor  such  a  position  lie  had  not  the  wisdom  of 
your  Alary,  Scot  as  little,  and  he  had  not  a  soul  with  whom  lie  could 
Lake  council,  until  I  believe  feeling  himself  “hunted  like  a  wild 
Bear  by  Hyenas,  who  seemed  to  feel  that  pieces  might  be  cut  from 
his  llesh  and  turned  to  gold’’,  1  le  became  deranged  and  madly  sacri¬ 
ficed  everything.  1 1  is  character  was  his  treasure,  he  felt  that  it  was 
gone  forever!  and  none  had  wisdom  enough  to  point  him  to  right. 
1  fear  and  believe  that  unless  the  quiet  and  retirement,  the  utter 
seclusion  which  may  be  aliorded  in  1  i is  State  Room,  restore  him,  he 
will  never  reach  Europe.  1  fear  he  will  drown  them  at  the  Bottom  of 
the  Atlantic,  or  blow  his  Brains  out. 

II  ever  we  meet,  I  will  tell  you  how  at  times  he  lias  acted  like  a 
child  and  then  like  a  maniac.  Only  think  of  his  making  David,  whom 
you  saw  with  his  Mother,  his  stay  and  his  Stall!  A  boy  not  nearly  as 
able  to  think  and  decide  as  Robert  Turner!  Never  gave  his  wile  his 
confidence,  but  threw  her  in  the  midst  of  clamorous  German  and 
Irish  ignorant  Creditors,  or  depositors,  to  meet  their  coarse  abuse 
and  threats,  when  she  poor  thing  would  stand,  rccicve  all  and  when 
through,  would  tremble  as  a  leaf  and  burst  into  tears.  My  heart 
aches  for  them  all  and  1  am  rejoiced  that  they  ate  all  well  oil!  I  be¬ 
lieve  him  to  be  the  soul  of  honesty,  but  a  Martyr  to  great  sensitive¬ 
ness  and  too  weakly  strung  nerves. '  1  hey  are  all  to  be  pit  ied  and  none 
more  so  for  his  mental  weakness  than  Scot.  1  would  not  be  surprized 
if  this  imbecility  caused  that  wise,  judicious,  strongly  nerved  and 
Bodied  Strachan  to  close  up  the  concern,  “the  wise  man  seeith  the 
danger  and  hideth  himself  from  it.” 

The  feeling  here  is  very  bitter  against  Mr.  L.  and  with  none  more 
so  than  his  own  County.  All  he  has  in  the  World  is  under  attach¬ 
ment,  nearly  everything.  Many  of  out  business  men  still  believe  that 
he  is  a  man  more  sinned  against  than  sinning,  among  whom  are 
Brush,  whose  loss  I  am  told  is  $7000!  G.  Porter  and  I  kill  think  it  as 
I  know  it  is  being  too  sensitively  constructed  for  a  Banker!!  Frazer 
is  hard,  he  says  that  he  has  undoubted  proof  that  Lyell  drew  out  of 
a  Bnk.  in  N.York  $70,000  to  leave  with.  Be  that  as  it  may,  let  us  thank 
and  bless  God  that  by  his  kind  care  and  guidance  we  have  never  been 
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driven  to  such  distressing  expediencies.  May  we  all  be  so  guided 
and  restrained  that  we  may  live  in  peace  of  conscience.  Oh  how  my 
soul  aches  for  them. 

1  believe  1  have  given  you  a  regular  statement  of  every  occurence 
since  1  last  wrote  to  you.  Tell  Sarah  please  that  Dyer  in  Chicago  is 
dead,  with  my  love  to  her  and  all  hers.  1  should  like  to  know  how 
dear  John)  is.1  My  love  to  all  yours  and  Miss  McK.  1  pray  that  my 
Dooly  may  be  spared  pain.  Oh  how  I  wish  that  1  could  look  in  upon 
you  all.  My  love  to  Mary,  tell  her  not  to  be  faint  in  heart.  She  will 
1  trust  be  all  right  by  15  ins.-  Our  weather  is  not  cold  but  very  bois¬ 
terous.  Anna  Scot,  it  is  thought  cannot  live  through  the  day,  with 
Small  Pox!!  Yesterday  Mr.  Dullicld  administered  the  communion 
to  our  Chh.,  20  Additions,  14  Confession,  G  Certif.  1  fear  it  is  his  last, 
he  is  very  much  changed,  his  voice  very  weak  and  his  spirit  very 
much  revived,  lie  baptized  Willie’s  little  girl,  recieved  his  Wife, 
her  three  Sisters  and  Bell  Duflield  among  the  new  communicants. 

Now  I  believe  I  have  written  all  I  know  anything  about.  Lavinia 
has  just  sent  a  letter  to  the  P.O.  for  Mary.  I  will  keep  mine  open  for 
tomorrow. 

1 2th.  I  have  just  read  over  my  letter  and  fear  that  you  cannot  un¬ 
derstand  it.  If  you  only  could  realize  the  circumstances  under  which 
all  my  writing  is  done,  you  would  understand  why  so  much  con¬ 
fusion  is  manifest.  Today  1  have  locked  myself  in,  leaving  orders 
to  admit  no  one.  Not  even  the  Pope. 

My  love  to  all.  Our  weather  is  changing  and  all  of  us  blest  in 
health.  Only  as  usual  I  am  having  trouble.  My  Bills  $78  are  pre¬ 
sented  and  Paxes  $500  and  I  in  Bilk,  about  $350  to  meet  it.  My 
sidewalk  costs  $56.  It  was  good  enough  for  two  years  to  come.  Truly 
when  the  wicked  reign  the  People  mourn.  Kiss  four  Babys  for  me. 
Lavinia  begs  much  love  to  you  all,  “hopes  Mary  did  not  find  her 
last  letter  too  mean  to  answer. 

(E.  E.  Stuart) 

1  Little  John  Stuart,  David’s  son. 

.  -  Mary's  baby  was  born  on  Jan.  15th. 
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Del  roil  J;m:  i;;th  1858 

Dear  Son 

A 1 1 1 1  o  I  mailed  a  letter  to  you  yesterday,  your  kind  favor  ol  <)th 
ins,  induces  me  to  write  again  today.  I  acknowledged  reel  of  Mr 
Astor’s  letter  8;  Money  the  day  I  reed  it.  By  my  letter  of  yesterday, 
you  will  see  all  my  stupidity  cleared  up.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  much 
I  thank  you  for  your  watchfulness  against  my  want  ol  memoiy— I 
need  it,  very  much,  that  Katie  money,  has  caused  me  more  trouble 
than  it  is  worth.  I  mean  to  keep  you  acquainted  w  ith  all  transactions, 
that  when  I  am  gone,  things  may  be  as  easily  settled  as  when  my  head 
lei t.  My  “debtors  being  so  behind  hand”  is  a  severe  trial,  but  1  know 
that  they  cannot  help  it.  I  have  been  more  fortunate  than  almost 
any  one  else. 

Campbell  8c  Lyn  sent  me  in  a  Bill  a  day  or  two  since  .S-n.  When 
I  pd:  he  said  I  glad  to  get  it,  1  have  traveled  all  day  and  could  not 
collect  as  much  as  that.  My  Bill  for  Lumber  $18  came  in  8;  Bill  for 
Flour  Sec  1  made  Francis  take  them  to  Barclay  and  ask  him  to  put  me 
in  a  way  to  pay  them— lie  said,  the  moment  I  can  lay  my  hand  on  any 
Money  I  will  carry  it  up  to  her— I  feel  badly  about  it  See.”  You  can¬ 
not  imagine  the  gloom  that  pervades  this  whole  community. 

Dear  Mrs.  Stevenson!  I  rejoice  that  she  is  through,  it  is  encourag¬ 
ing  to  Mary— both,  that  it  is  over— &  that  it  isc/  hoy.  My  heart  rejoices 
over  our  blessed  Looly’s  exemption  Iron)  pain,  May  he  he  spared 
sullering—  My  own  precious  Kate  as  soon  as  she  begins  to  read,  it. 
will  be  all  t he  amusement  she  will  ask,  only  she  must  be  watched, 
and  turned  out  to  run  down  hill  with  her  sled,  even  if  she  break  a 
tooth.  I  dread  curved  spine;  if  she  contract  sedentary  habits,  she  cer¬ 
tainly  will  sulfer  in  this  way.  Dear  blessed  little  Bessie’s  activity  will 
lead  her  into  action,  when,  if  left  to  herself,  she  would  stick  to  her 
reading.  Do  they  read  in  their  little  Books  ‘‘Learning  to  read  with¬ 
out  Tears?” 

Last  night  G  Porter  was  here  lie  asked  me,  ‘‘Are  you  writing  to 
Mr  Baker  in  these  days?— I  wish  you  would  tell  him,  that  as  soon  as 
I  have  anything  definite  to  write  I  will  write  to  him.  Our  case  is 
through  trial  we  oidy  wait  for  a  decree,  which  probably  we  shall 
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rccieve  by  Saturday  it  has  been  delayed,  by  the  press  of  business 
before  the  Court. 

About  two  weeks  since— Russel 1  of  the  Hotel  was  in  N  York  in  the 
Astor  1  louse— left,  S:  has  never  been  heard  from  since!  A  week  since, 
one  of  our  most  highly  esteemed,  &  respectable  Citizens,  Mr.  Foot,- 
Pres:  ol  the  Farmers  8c  Mch:  Bank— a  man  of  property  just  came  on 
to  settle  up  the  business  of  the  Bank  and  reorganized  it— was  found 
dead  in  his  Bed.  Two  days  since  a  Mr  Austin,-1  a  man  of  like  charac¬ 
ter;  also  just  elected  to  the  Pres,  of  the  Peninsular  Bnk!  Mr.  Porter 
says  “a  Man  of  such  wisdom,  high  character,  Sc  wealth,  that  he  was 
surprized  how  he  could  get  in  among  such  a  set”— he  was  one  of  their 
large  securities,  for  One  hundred  Thousand  Dollars— when  he  found 
the  Bnk  had  failed— he  became  ill,  oil  &:  on  the  Bed,  and  his  wile 
8:  friends  feared,  because  they  discovered  symptoms  of  Insanity— he 
was  missed  from  his  bed— and  without  Coat  or  Hat  in  the  night 
strayed  away  Sc  till  fear  that  he  is  drowned. 

And  now  lor  Lyell— Mr  Porter  says,  That  there  is  a  Mystery  about 
the  transactions  of  his  Office— that  there  are  no  regular  Books,  such 
as  exists,  are  kept  in  such  a  manner  as  no  human  being  can  make 
them  out;  from  what  he  has  been  told  they  are  such  as  any  common 
Black  Smith  would  keep— I  should  suppose  about  perhaps  equal  to 
mine!  he  says  daily  the  crushing  ellects  of  the  failure  arc  coming  to 
light.  Poor  McLeland  member  of  Congress,  has  been  scratching  to¬ 
gether  for  Twenty  odd  years,  had,  through  Frazer,  in  Lyell’s  Bnk: 
Ten  I  housand  Dollars.  An-other  poor  fellow  had  bought  out  a  new 
business,  waiting  for  Spring,  put  his  all in  otdy  two  or  three  weeks 
before  failure  Fourteen  thousand  Dollars,  &  so  on  all  over  the  State, 
poor  Brush  instead  of  $7000— had  $  1 0000— 8cc— it  is  said  that  he 
sailed  under  the  name  of  James  L.  Leach  Sc  J.  L.  Leach  Junr:  (fiis 
son)— The  bitterness  of  feeling  has  deepened  very  much  since  the 
last  step— There  is  a  report  that  two  have  been  sent  out  after  him— 
if  so,  he  will  be  caught  he  has  not  sense  enough  to  take  care  of 
himself. 

Fault  is  found  with  him,  because,  he  Mortgaged  just  before  his 
departure  his  house  on  Jefn  Av:  to  his  Brother  Sc  Sister  in  Scotland. 
Oh  1  cannot  tell  you  how  sad  the  whole  Affair  has  made  me.  At  first 
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1  thought  that  1  would  write  to  Scot:  but  I  will  not— If  you  do  not 
disappio\  e  it  I  wish  you  would  tc*ll  Scot— that  be  lore  his  Sister 
sailed,  she  sent  tome  for  safe  keeping  from  Attachment  from  Sherill 
It  was  hei  Harp  before  she  ever  saw  Mr  I. yell  and  its  value  is  not 
nearly  what  the  Law  allows  her  to  keep.  Site  was  scrupulous,  she 
would  not  save  her  pianno,  which  also  was  hers,  bclore  he  ever  saw 
her— fe  there  it  stands  to  be  sold  at  Sheriffs  Sale! 

Our  weather  is  charming— soft  like  Spring.  My  love  to  Mary— 
Miss  M  K— and  all  my  loved  children,  please  tell  dear  Bessie,  As  soon 
its  I  can,  I  will  thank  her  for  her  sweet  kind  letter  Jc  Christmas  pres¬ 
ent.  Love  to  Sarah  and  all  hers 

With  much  for  you  dear  Son  from  your 

Affectionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 

Always  remember  me  in  love  to  Mrs.  Baker  R:  Griffin.  1  low  they  have 
manifested  their  love  to  you  in  their  attention  to  your  wives. 

1  William  II.  Russell,  proprietor  of  the  Russell  House. 

-  C.uy  Foote. 

3  Julius  A.  Austin,  whose  body  was  later  found  in  the  Detroit  River. 


Detroit,  January  1 8th,  1858. 

My  very  dear  Son 

I  first  acknowledge  with  heartfelt  thankfulness  your  kind  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  15th.1  Dear  M.~  was  not  only  all  day  ol  the  irph  in  my 
heart,  but  on  my  lips.  Yours  of  the  1  .j  th  was  handed  me  111  the  morn¬ 
ing  (yesterday)  and  one  from  Mary  the  day  before,  written  in-line 
spirits,  and  yours  of  t.jth  served  as  a  pioneer,  for  as  soon  as  Francis 
banded  me  the  letter,  I  said  Ah,  now  we  shall  have  news.  Truly  thus 
far  we  have  been  blessed.  Oh  for  hearts  to  praise  and  thank  our  God 
for  his  loving  kindness  over  11s  all.  May  Mary  and  the  blessed  little 
Stranger  be  his  care;  and  sanctify  this  mercy  to  all  out  hearts. 

Do  tell  me  how  those  precious  little  ones  act.  I  think  1  can  see  dear 
Looly’s  pensive  eyes  bent  upon  him,  while  he  “keeps  up  a  wonderful 
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thinking.  May  his  little  Brother,  with  him,  ever  have  written  ol 
them  my  favorite  and  beautiful  lines,  “Me  dying  bequeathed  to  his 
Son  a  good  name,  which  unsullied  descended  to  me.”  The  older  I 
grow  the  more  I  reflect  upon  the  blessing  of  the  inheritance  and 
possession  ol  “a  good  name  which  is  better  than  precious  ointment. 
May  this  blessed  one  be  like  Samuel,  consecrated  to  God,  irrcspec- 
t  ive  of  all  Wot  Idly  considerat ion. 

Your  remarks  of  Mr.  Lyell  make  me  feel  sadly,  for  1  see  that  your 
confidence  is  shaken,  and  1  am  not  surprized.  /  find  extenuation  in 
firmly  believing  that  he  is  deranged.  As  for  Frazer’s  report,  1  do  not 
believe  one  word  of  it ,  had  he  had  that  amt.  on  earth,  1  know  dozens 
that  he  would  have  paid,  and  not  have  ruined  his  family  as  he  lias. 

I  feel  with  you  that  the  decree  is  gone  forth  to  Tax  we  a  little 
more  than  my  neighbors,  and  they  now  talk  of  increasing  taxation, 

1  believe  by  personal  Tax?  It  is  in  Wisconsin  as  here.  1  believe  they 
are  determined  to  drive  us  into  Selling  or  Improving.  On  Saturday 
1  sent  a  check  to  Messrs.  Williamson,  Co.,  etc.  for  Ninety  Fight  Dol¬ 
lars,  75  cts.  On  the  State  reel,  was  written  ‘‘Under  protest”.  I  am 
afraid  of  miscarriage  or  I  would  send  it  to  you.  G.  Porter  told  me  ol 
the  disgraceful  conduct  of  Famed.  I  wrote  you  what  he  told  me, 
ere  this  you  have  reed.  it. 

I  .avinia  says  do  give  my  love  to  them  and  tell  Mary  I  wish  she  had 
carried  out  her  intention,  now  I  fear  she  will  not  be  able  for  some 
lime  do  so.  1  am  truly  happy  to  hear  of  the  good  health  of  the  chil¬ 
dren.  they  are  all  part,  and  a  large  part,  of  my  heart’s  care.  Oh  that 
precious  Fooly  were  entirely  healed,  but  we  should  be  thankful 
that  he  is  exempt  from  pain.  Is  Marion  still  with  Sarah?  Has  she 
heard  from  David?  I  suppose  Mr.  Seely  stepping  in  Mr.  Kirk’s  place, 
puts  him  in  Earthly  ranks,  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the  other  Son 
in  Faw  Mr.  Parker!  I  suppose  Robert  Turner  is  with  you;  how  does 
he  act  on  the  present  occasion?  We  should  all  forgive  him  if  he  mani¬ 
fest  displeasure.  Our  weather  is  gloomy  and  has  I  think  an  influence 
on  our  Spirits. 

My  love  to  Mary,  to  all  my  blessed  children  and  a  Kiss  for  each,  to 
poor  Sarah  and  all  hers,  love.  Kindest  regards  to  Miss  McKid.  Never  . 
forget  to  name  me  in  love  to  your  dear  respected  Mother,  and  kindly 
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to  Mrs.  Griffin.3  I  almost  wish  a  Twin  ware ,  that  it  might  he  (ailed 
Crist i nc  Kean.  I  reed,  a  very  short  but  sweet  letter  from  Mary.  I  wish 
she  would  cultivate  a  taste  lor  letter  writiiw 

o  ■ 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son,  with  deep  gratitude  ol  heart, 
believe  me  ever  yours  affectionately, 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

1  William  Chapman  Halter  Jr.  was  born  in  Morristown  fan.  i iK.,8. 

“  Mary  baker,  the  baby’s  mother. 

\\  iliiam  Baker  s  sister,  Christine  Kean  Oriffin. 


Detroit,  January  26th,  1858. 

Dear  Son 

I'oi  yoiu  kind  and  alTectionatc  in  giving  me  constant  inlormal ion, 
rccieve  my  heart’s  warmest  thanks,  we  have  1  am  sure  all  rejoiced 
with  trembling  and  we  will  give  thanks  for  all  the  mercies  and  lov¬ 
ing  kindness,  that ’all  things  are  so  well.  It  rejoices  my  heat  t  that  our 
precious  Kooly  has  adopted  the  dear  little  brother  as  his  baby,  this 
protective  loving  feeling  will  go  with  them  through  life.  1  am  truly 
thankful  that  out  precious  boy  is  getting  through  the  winter  with 
so  little  pain,  may  God  s  richest  blessing  rest  upon  him,  and  cheer 
his  heart  with  comfort  which  Earth  can  neither  give  nor  take. 

^  °ur  favor  of  22nd  ins.  just  reed,  speaks  of  Mary  having  head 
ache.  I  am  sure  that  it  was  the  Chocolate,  very  pleasant  and  excellent 
nourishment  lor  Mother  and  baby,  but  always  predisposes  to  head 
ache.  Give  M.  my  best  love  and  tell  her  if  my  head  ever  gets  com¬ 
pletely  settled  again  1  shall  write  to  her.  I  have  suffered  so  much, 
not  a  moment  of  pain,  but  such  a  bewildering,  gloomy  state  of  mind 
that  I  was  not  a  little  afraid  of  derangement.  1  could  not  write  or 
think  upon  the  slightest  subject,  so  forgetful  that  I  dared  not  trust 
my  mind  with  anything.  Today  I  thank  my  Clod  1  am  less  nervus 
and  my  head  is  no  more  distressed,  at  times  t  he  same  sensation  as  the 
beating  of  the  heart  would  be  in  my  brain,  the  f  ront  part  of  the  head 
on  top. 

I  he  times  are  fearful,  all  seem  in  deep  dist  ress.  It  is  fearful  among 
the  poor.  Our  weather  is  most  charming.  Please  give  my  love  to 
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Sarah,  her  Mother  and  Sisters,  with  much  love  to  Miss  Me  Kid,  he 
kind  enough  to  say  to  her  soon  1  hope  to  write  to  her,  and  to  my  own 
dear  Bessie  that  1  hope  soon  to  write  to  her.  A  kiss  to  everyone  of 
them.  I  ell  Looly  to  tell  his  dear  little  Baby  Brother  how  much  his 
grandmother  loves  him  and  thanks  him  that  he  is  going  to  live  with 
Looly  and  they  will  be  two  sweet  Brothers  loving  each  other.  I  long 
to  see  how  the  four  little  ones  get  on  with  the  Baby. 

I  cannot  see  to  write  any  more  and  only  with  much  love  to  say 
I  am 

Your  all  eel  ionate  Mother 

E.E.S. 

Lavinia’s  love  and  claims  from  Mary  her  lust,  to  pay  for  that  letter 
that  was  not  mean.  Three  men  have  gone  in  pursuit  of  Lyell. 


Detroit,  February  3,  1858 

Dear  Son— 

Your  sad  favor  recievcd  Yesterday  gave  me  employment  for  the 
night.  I  was  nursing  a  very  sick  Baby,  rubbing  it  to  keep  it.  alive. 
You  were  with  me,  but  seemed  in  no  way  connected  with  the  Baby. 
Breakfast  time  brought  me  your  kind  attention  saying  that  he  was 
decidedly  better,  and  all  was  sunshine  in  your  happy  home,  where 
I  have  faith  to  believe,  it  will  be  so  for  a  long  time.  Poor  Mary  1  am 
sure  has  been  severely  excited;  1  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  Irrisy- 
pelas  in  so  young  a  child;— had  it  been  exposed  to  cold?  Dear  Looly 
I  suppose  felt  sadly.  I  trust  that  ere  this  Mother  and  Baby  arc  entirely 
well,  and  with  care,  may  soon  be  once  more  in  the  family. 

You  cannot  know  how  deeply  1  feel  your  kind  attention  in  keep¬ 
ing  me  apprized  from  time  to  time  of  the  health  of  all  yours.  You 
know  that  in  spite  of  reason,  I  am  of  a  worrying  temper,  and  if  1  have- 
no  trouble  I  am  wickedly  disposed  to  anticipate  it.  I  have  many 
interruptions,  which  hinder  my  writing  connectedly.  This  has  been 
written  in  much  confusion.  1  must  write  if  1  can  to  dear  Bessie  B.  & 
Bessie  T,  &  Eliza,  the  precious  little  creature  to  write  again  to  me. 
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Hoping  to  hear  of  the  perfect  restoration  of  our  dear  little  Willie- 
with  much  love  to  Mary  and  Yourself,  as  ever  your  sincerely  attached 
Mother, 

E.E.S. 

W  y°11  gTt  lor  me  a  Book,  advertized  8c  present  it  Irotn  me  with 
inucli  love  to  your  Mother?  And  let  me  know  cost,  and  1  will  send 
the  money.  1  believe  that  it  is  “Memoirs  of  Maria  Jay’’  and  her  Sister 
whose  name  I  cannot  remember,  but  it  is  said  to  be  a  valuable,  im¬ 
proving  Book.1  Our  weather  severely  cold. 

E. 

Mumford  wishes  a  lease.  Wants  painting  &  papering  done,  kitchen 
Plastered,  and  stable  moved  away.  I  think  I  can  sell  this,  and  am  glad. 
Love  to  Sarah  and  all  hers. 

1  "A  Christian  Memorial  of  Two  Sisters.”  The  two  sisters  werc.danehters  of  Chief 
Justice  John  Jay:  Maria  Jay  (1782-Nov.  21,  i8r,(i)  who  hetame  Mis.  Goldshorou^h 
Hanyer  in  1801,  and  Ann  Jay  (1783-Nov.  13,  1 8;,C»). 


Detroit,  February  <jth,  .  858 

My  dearest  Eliza,1 

I  was  made  very  happy  by  the  reel,  of  your  sensible  and  prettily 
written,  accurately  spell,  sensible  letter,  enclosed  in  one  to  me  from 
your  kind  Father.  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  and  hope  you 
will  continue  to  write  to  me.  Your  precious  letter  should  have  been 
acknowledged  before— but  Grand  mother  realizes  that  she  is  very 
old.  I  cannot  think,  nor  write  as  easily  as  1  once  could.  Do  you  know 
my  dear  daughter  that  sometimes  I  am  afraid  that  1  have  neglected 
to  cultivate  the  talent  of  thinking  and  that  is  why  I  cannot  do  it. 
I  fear  that  I  have  suffered  the  cares  of  the  world  alone  to  occupie  my 
brain!  'This  is  wrong. 

Notv  my  blessed  one,  God  has  given  you  a  clear  mind— to  think— 
to  study— to  acquire  education,  and  most  of  all,  to  acquire  knowl¬ 
edge  of  God— and  his  claim  and  right  over  you  so  that  when  you  take 
up  any  study  your  first  thought  must  be,  My  Heavenly  Father  is 
looking  at  me,  and  knows  whether  1  wish  to  learn,  that  1  may  be  one 
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of  his  act  ive  loving  children,  just  such  a  child  as  my  Mother  now  in 
I  leaven  was,2  for  when  she  died,  site  gave  me  to  God  and  1  must  try 
to  live  for  him.  How  good  he  has  been,  he  has  left  you  the  kindest 
Father  you  ever  saw,  Four  sweet  sisters,3  Two  loved  brothers,1  and 
an  Aunty,5  who  is  your  Mother  on  Earth;  how  many  dear  children 
have  lost  all!  and  have  no  home,  and  only  strangers  to  take  care  ol 
them.  1  am  very  anxious  to  see  you  all  together,  what  a  llo<  k  of  sweet 
birds  in  one  Nest!  May  God  bless  you  all,  and  may  you  love  one 
another,  and  make  it  the  study  of  your  life  to  administer  to  the  com¬ 
fort  and  happiness  of  all  around  you— especially  Father  and  Aunty 
and  your  kind  friend  Miss  McKid.0 

A  kiss  for  you  my  dear  child  and  much  love  from  Grandmother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Oi  igin.il  letter  owned  by  Kate  Stuart  I.owry. 

-  Kli/a’s  mother,  Kale  Stuart  Baker  had  died  when  she  was  four  years  old. 

;t  Mary  Baker,  l.li/alieth  Kniin.a  Baker,  Kate  Stuart  Baker  and  I  li/abeth  l'  liima 
Turner,  her  cousin  and  step-sister. 

1  l.ooe  Baker,  her  brother  and  William  Chapman  Baker,  her  half-brother. 

Maiy  Turner  Baker,  her  aunt  and  step-mother. 

<!  Miss  Mi  Kid,  her  governess. 


Detroit,  Feb.  i  ith,  1858. 

Very  dear  Son 

Your  deeply  interesting  favor  of  ylh  ins.  was  handed  me  last  night, 
its  thrilling  heart  rejoicing  intelligence,  that  our  blessed,  precious 
Mary1  had  chosen  her  position  with  the  servants  of  Christ,  came 
upon  me  like  an  electrical  shock.  “Oh  faithless  and  hard  heart!  I 
thought  that  I  verily  believed  that  everyone  of  those  dear  children 
would  early  be  the  Lord’s,  avowedly  walk  with  him  before  a  gain¬ 
saying  world.  How  little  we  know  ourselves  and  our  vile  treacherous 
hearts!!  I  could  not  have  believed  that  my  stricken  heart  and  with¬ 
ered  fountain  of  tears  could  have  been  so  powerfully  affected  as  they 
were,  when  I  read  your  own  careful  judicious  anunciation,  that 
“Little  Mary  is  about  taking  a  step.”  My  heart  throbbed  violently, 
my  Tears  rushed  down  my  face,  as  they  have  never  done  since  your 
honored  Father,  with  quivering  lips  and  Tears  in  his  eyes,  in  the 
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DcPot  saicl  "°U1'  Kate  is  dead!'  And  now,  that  our  and  hn  Mary  is 
made  alive ,  I  ha\  e  leat  ned  how  much  al  ike  are  the  nia  1 1  i  lest  at  ions  ol 
heart  wrung  grief  and  over  powering  joy.  My  tears  literally  poured 
Irom  my  eyes,  and  left  me  in  so  excited  a  state,  that  all  the  evening 
my  head  was  so  light  that  I  felt  as  il  1  had  taken  liquor.  I  could  not 
sleep  and  this  morning  I  am  paying  for  the  want  of  self  control.  I 
write  with  trembling  hand  and  hard  head  ache,  yet  I  feel  as  if  1  want 
to  sit  down  and  talk  with  you  and  Mary  upon  this  gi eat,  this  solemn 
transaction. 

It  is  the  blessed  woik  of  the  Spirit.  II  ever  youth  had  attractions 
lor  the  evanesant  pleasures  of  earth,  that  precious  child  has  it,  every 
way  situated  to  be  a  participant  in  them,  every  way  calculated  to 
make  a  shining  member  ol  worldly  Society,  Our  Mary  Iras  caused 
the  Angels  in  Heaven  to  rejoice.’  “She  has  chosen  that  good  part 
which  shall  never  be  taken  from  her.”  She  has  dedicated  her  Youth, 
liei  warm  Iresh  virgin  heart,  her  brilliant  talents,  all  to  her  precious 
Saviour,  who  died  that  she  may  glorify  Him  here  and  be  one  of 
bright  saints  in  I  leaven! 

Reside  this  joyous  intelligence,  I  read  the  sufferings  of  our  dear 
little  Willie  which  to  me  is  an  unheard  ol  circumstance.  1  did  not 
think  that  so  young a  Babe  could  have  Irisypclas.  I  have  in  heart  and 
mind  been  with  you  both  in  your  sorrow  and  deep  anxiety.  What 
do  they  do,  who  in  such  dreaded,  afflicted  hours  have  no  God  to  look 
to?!  Both  of  you,  while  every  feeling  of  flesh  is  suffering,  can  look  up 
and  say  Thou  doest  all  things  well,  and  we  know  that  all  things  work 
together  lor  good  to  them  that  love  God.  Our  disappointments  are 
part  of  the  discipline  of  our  I  Icavcnly  Father  to  keep  us  from  anchor¬ 
ing  our  wayward  erring  hearts.  May  God  bless  you  both,  and  com¬ 
fort  you,  and  give  you  that  preparedness  of  heart  to  bow  in  sweet 
submission  to  whatever  may  be  in  store  for  you. 

How  fleeting,  how  transitory  are  all  things  here  below!  You  know 
poor  Crooks  has  buried  his  first-Born.3  She  was  a  widow,  her  husband 
died  three  years  since  in  a  Lunatic  Asylum  in  Paris.  She  and 
her  three,  now  orphan  children,  lived  at  home.  I  am  afraid  she 
died  while  they  were  here  in  Detroit.  Yet  1  hope  they  reached  home 
in  time  to  find  her  living.  A  year  since  they  lost  their  second 
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t  liild  a  Son,  died  of  Yellow  Fever  on  board  his  vessel  somewhere  in 
S.  America. 

Not  recicving  a  letter  on  Tuesday  Morning  (we  have  no  mail  on 
Monday,  1  was  sure  your  dear  Babe  was  recovering.  I  could  not  have 
imagined  the  blessed  Lamb  enduring  such  anguish.  To  have  an 
abscess  lanced!  To  have  Blood  and  Matter  issue  from  it!  Is  there  no 
probability  that  a  pin  or  needle  has  gone  into  its  precious  foot?  We 
shall  all  I eel  anxious  for  months  to  come.  1  am  sure  dear  Looly  must 
leel  deeply  for  him.  He,  the  blessed  sufferer,  alone  knows  what  the 
lit  i  le  I  .and)  has  suffered. 

Our  whole  City,  really  without  the  Ministry  in  either  of  the  Pres. 
Churches,  seems  to  be  in  a  very  solemn  state.  The  Spirit  seems  to  be 
in  every  house.  Oh  that  God  would  pour  out  his  Spirit  upon  us  all. 
Mr.  McKlroy’s1  people  only  have  a  transient  supply,  Fort  Street  Chh. 
waiting  for  someone,  and  ours5  listening  to  anything  that  we  can 
catch,  sometimes  Baptist,  etc.  19  joined  the  Chh.  last  communion. 

My  love  to  Mary  and  to  our  precious  Mary  Baker,  to  every  child 
under  your  roof,  and  M  iss  McK.  May  God’s  richest  blessing  be  yours. 
May  you  know  and  be  blest  with  the  joy  of  his  Salvation.  Love  to 
Sarah  and  all  hers,  children,  etc.  And  much  for  yourself  from 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother 

E.K.S. 

Ph  ase  give  me  your  Mother’s  address.  Did  you  get  Mrs'.  Banyer  and 
Miss  Jay0  for  her.  Will  you  please  to  find  out  if  she  owns  Living  or 
Dead. 

1  Young  Mary  Raker,  fourteen  years  old,  became  a  member  of  the  Church,  March 
(i,  1  Hr,  8. 

-  Mr.  I,ooc  Baker  had  met  Mrs.  Stuart  in  tiie  Jersey  City  Depot  and  told  her  of  the 
tle.n li  of  her  daughter,  Kate.  See  David  Stuart’s  letter  of  Oct.  6-9,  1853. 

;i  Ramsay  Crooks,  friend  and  Co-Agent  with  Robert  Stuart  at  Mackinac  had  lost 
hjs  eldest  child— a  daughter. 

1  Rev.  Mr.  Me  Elroy,  the  Pastor  of  the  Jefferson  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church  had 
recently  died. 

r*  "bur's”  refers  to  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  which  Mrs.  Stuart  attended,  and 
whose  Pastor,  Dr.  Duflield,  was  ill. 

0  The  book  recently  published:  “A  Christian  Memorial  of  Two  Sisters”— daughters 
of  Chief  Justice  John  Jay:  Maria  Jay  Banyer  and  Ann  Jay. 
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852 

Detroit,  1  (j  February,  1858. 

Dear  Son 

Mary’s  last  favor,  15th  ins.  was  gloomy,  ere  this  1  hope  life  in  your 
late  happy  home  is  wearing  a  more  pleasant  aspect.  The  blessed 
afflicted  Babe  was  sulfering  anew,  an  other  lancing  being  dreaded. 
1  wish  Mary  when  inflamalion  runs  high  and  an  abscess  is  dreaded, 
would  put  an  Arnica ”  Poultice  on  it,  simply  soft  bread,  .perfectly 
saturated  with  Arnica,  the  poultice  warmed  (so  as  to  feel  comfort¬ 
able)  over  Steam.  And  you  too  she  tells  me  are  alllicted  with  a  severe 
sore  throat  and  my  poor  little  sulfering  Looly  complaining  with  his 
leg!!  1  low  vain  are  all  things  here  below,  how  false  and  yet  how  fair! 
Let  us  look  to  the  great  Physician,  and  pray  if  consistent  with  his  will 
our  precious  little  sufferers  may  be  spared  acute  anguish.  lie  who 
healed  all  who  came  to  Him  while  here  on  Faith,  is  the  same  Al¬ 
mighty,  kind  loving  healer.  Your  joys  and  your  sorrows  have  really 
created  in  me  a  strong  desire  to  look  in  upon  you  all  in  Morristown. 

I  recieved  a  letter  a  few  days  since  from  Miss  Coxe,  she  has  just 
returned  from  Alexandria,  Va.,  have  been  on  a  very  pleasant  visit 
to  Mrs.  Fairfax,  Mrs.  Morris’s  Sister  and  some  other  connexions. 
Visit t ed  Washington  and  with  them  visilted  two  of  the  grand  recep¬ 
tions,— says  that  her  health  has  very  much  improved,  but  they  have 
past  through  a  very  gloomy  season.  Mrs.  Morris  was  exceedingly 
anxious  for  a  Son,  she  having  lost  four  and  having  only  one  left .  The 
loudly  hoped  for  Son  came,  a  line  apparently  healthy  boy.  In  about 
three  weeks  after  his  birth  he  was  taken  with  fits,  and  had  a  constant 
succession  of  them  until  he  died,  which  plunged  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morris  in  deep  distress!!  She  says  “I  assure  you  all  is  sadness.”  She 
meant  fully  to  have  spent  this  winter  in  Europe,  but  Mrs.  Morris 
prevailed  on  her  to  postpone  it  until  Spring. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  very  severe  snowstorm,  and  weather  very 
cold. 

I  love  peace  and  woidd  not  have  anything  of  a  painful  nature  to 
occur  between  Mary  and  Sarah,  for  which  reason  1  enclose  her  own 
letter,  for  you  to  gather  from  it  her  reasons  for  her  not  going  to 
Mary,  etc.  If  you  think  the  subject  of  sufficient  importance,  let  Mary 
see  it,  if  not  please  burn  it,  and  never  intimate  that  I  mentioned  to 
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you  one  word.  My  object  is  to  soothe  Mary’s  feelings  by  shewing 
Sarah's  motives,  which  alter  all  we  must  look  at. 

It  is  long  since  1  have  reed,  a  favor  from  you.  1  fear  you  are  feeling- 
worse  than  Mary’s  letter  speaks  you. 

-  i st-  1  was  interrupted  by  hoping  to  recieve  your  letter  which 
Mary  referred  to  your  going  to  write.  Truly  hope  deferred  makeih 
the  heart  sick  ’!  Every  morning  and  evening,  To  my  question  No 
letters  for  me?  No  is  answered.  I  am  afraid  the  blessed  Babe  is  no 
better.  My  heart  and  will  are  with  you  to  go  to  Morristown  and  take 
Eooly  for  my  care  and  leave  Mary  to  the  Baby,  and  the  three  Baby 
girls  with  Miss  McKid.  It  is  impossible,  I  should  go  and  prove  an 
incumbrance,  instead  of  relieving  Mary,  1  should  make  great 
t rouble.  My  feet  and  legs  arc  so  severely  swelled  that  I  do  very  little 
more  than  go  from  the  Parlors  to  my  room,  having  good  reliable  ser¬ 
vants,  1  do  not  pretend  to  go  up  and  down  stairs.  I  wish  you  had  just 
such  a  man  as  Francis.  Two  weeks  since  Dr.  Pitcher  prescribed  for 
me  and  I  have  followed  his  prescription  faithfully,  and  think  I 
am  improving.  I  trust  that  1  shall  be  permitted  to  see  you  all  this 
summer. 

I  here  is  great  solemnity  pervading  our  Churches,  yet  nothing 
definite  I  hear  not  one  word  from  David.  Mr.  Joy  is  just  from  Chi¬ 
cago  and  says  “he  is  doing  a  great  business  and  has  won  a  great  name 
lor  himsell,  he  is  exceedingly  industrious  and  attentive  to  his  busi¬ 
ness.’’  This  is  very  cheering.  But  when  we  think  of  the  nothingness 
of  all  these  things  in  view  of  Eternity,  and  my  two  Sons  without  God 
and  without  hope  in  the  world,  my  soul  is  sad.  Perhaps  1  sin  but 
sometimes  1  think  if  I  only  had  clear  evidence  that  they  were  the 
servants  of  God,  to  hear  of  their  death  would  not  give  me  one  mo¬ 
ment  of  pain.  The  manner  that  David  and  Sarah  are  living,  pains 
me  inexpressibly,  and  Robert’s  life  still  worse.  My  hope  is  alone  in 
God.  Sometimes  I  hope  that  he  permitted  Robert  to  resign,1  to  re¬ 
move  him  from  temptation.  If  work  will  bring  him  to  reflection  I 
suspect  he  has  to  work  very  hard,  this  is  humbling  when  we  remem¬ 
ber  all  surrounding  circumstances.  May  God  order  all,  for  his  own 
1  Ionor  and  salvation  of  my  poor  illfated  boy. 

Give  much  love  to  poor  Mary,  please  remember  me  to  Miss  McKid 
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and  say  to  her  as  soon  as  I  can  1  will  write  to  her.  Love  to  m\  blessed 
children.  And  much  for  you  dear  Son  hoping  soon  to  see  your  hand 
Ava  iling,  I  am  sincerely 

Your  attached  Mother, 

L.K.S. 

Lavinia  begs  “much  love  to  Mary  and  sincerely  sympathizes  with 
you  both  in  the  illness  of  the  blessed  Babe.”  II  you  think  better  not 
shew  Sarah’s  letter,  please  burn  it. 

’  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  had  resigned  from  the  Navy  April  i(i,  iH-j.  David  and  Robert 
Stuart  were  living  the  lives  of  detent  useful  men,  but  all  that  counted  for  nothing  in 
the  eyes  of  their  mother  because  they  had  not  become  members  of  the  Church.  To 
refuse  to  confess  conviction  of  sin  and  repenlcnce  without  the  inner  urge  to  do  so 
must  have  called  for  great  honesty  and  strength  of  character. 


Detroit,  March  jth,  1  8r,8 

My  dear  Son 

1  love  very  much  when  I  have  done  wrong,  or  been  unnecessarily 
troubled,  to  make  free  confession  and  then  1  have  peace.  I  cannot 
tell  you  how  much  unhappiness  your  truly  acceptable  favor  ol  ggnd 
ins.  gave  me.  All  manner  of  evil  things  were  conjured  in  my  brain 
and  kept  me  very  unhappy.  I  am  rejoiced  that  the  dear  Baby  lias 
recovered,  and  that  our  blessed  Looly  is  comfortable,  I  trust  that  his 
sullcrings  are  ended.  Mrs.  Sibley’s  daughter,  the  wife  of  a  Surgeon 
in  the  Army,  is  here,  appears  in  line  health  (1  am  told)  and  so  may 
our  dear  Boy,  we  Avill  pray  for  him  and  in  faith  leave  him  in  the 
hands  of  his  Heavenly  Father,  who  doeth  all  things  well. 

I  low  hatefully  selfish  I  find  1  am!  Whenever  1  hear  of  your  being 
indisposed  I  get  sad.  What  should  we  all  do  if  our  guard  should  be 
removed!  By  a  letter  reed,  yesterday  from  Sarah,  1  am  happy  to  find 
that  you  arc  well  again.  When  I  was  in  N.York,  I  realized  what 
fatiguing  perplexing  work  it  was  to  go  about  to  fullil  orders,  con- 
cieved  and  viewed  from  an  Arm  chair,  and  to  myself  resolved  that 
1  never  again  would  send  an  other  order  to  a  friend  to  execute  in 
N.York,  and,  soon  forgotten,  1  send  to  you  for  a  Book  for  your 


s'  n  i  it  r  /  /  r  r/  it  s 


^r» 

Mother.  h  is  much  easier  lor  me  in  Hit.  lo  get  any  such  order  i\ 
i'i  lik'd  1 1  uni  I  or '  von.  11  you  have  noi  got  it,  please  think  no  more  ol 
ii  ami  she  will  get  the  hook. 

1  ran  easily  imagine  the  blessed  little  group  being  like  the  \\  ihl 
Wes  ('.oil ’  and  rejoice  that  they  all  have  health  and  strength  lo  i  u! 

1  is  ate  by  ait  i\  it  \  even  limit  and  talent  that  (hnl  has  blessed  them 
w  iih  Oh  how  thank  I  nl  1  am  that  they  all  are  able  to  sine,  I  low  sweet 
it  must  be  to  hear  theii  angel  voices  singing  the  praise  ol  then 
Sa\  iottr,  especially  out  blessed  hoy  whom  Mary  says  is  leadei  ol  the 
choir.  May  ( iod  claim  him  as  his  own  and  lit  him  to  sene  him  lieu 
on  larth  as  one  ol  1 1  is  Vmbassadors,  to  (Ilorify  Him  llnoughont 
iMcrnity.  I  he  promise  to  I'hec  and  thy  children  is  yours,  I  I  eel  that 
evei  y  child  under  that  Roof  is  sealed  lot  the  Say  ion r . 

Oh  how  l  wish  to  look  upon  you  all.  Loi  the  yyoi  Id,  uevei  let  Man 
noi  Id  i/a  think  that  they  will  not  be  singers  I  Itch  sainted  Motliei 
and  ill's  blessed  John  were  the  only  children  in  our  family  yvho  in 
their  childhood  could  not  sing.  Was  not  she  a  singer,  such  as  hay  mg 
heard,  other  singing  yvas  lifeless.  I  lcr  blind  boy  and  (  h  igiu  ol  the 
Harp  were  hers  and  hers  alone.  They  ol  great  taste  said,  “none 
should  c\er  attempt  them  but  Kate  Stuart.”  Mary  and  Id  i/a  iiuist 
both  sing  and  sing  well  When  she  has  done  at  Mis  Hibson,  send 
her  here  lor  a  couple  ol  ipiarteis.  Should  mu  Italian  St  Idnaire1 
remain  among  us,  lie  will  make  singers  ol  them.  Will  you  not  give 
Mai  y  a  lew  quarters  on  the  1  l.n  p,-  Then  when  she  comes  heie,  she 
will  not  lose  her  time,  having  Mis.  1  .yells  Harp  for  hci  to  pi  .u  use 
upon. 

We  are  in  the  midst  ol  deeply  a  Heeling  scenes.  Morning  prayci 
meetings  from  S  to  ij  (b  lock  begin  punctually  and  end  promptly. 
I  hope  out  City  yvill  be  visited  by  the  Spirit  as  N.York  is.  I  attend 
every  morning.  1  think  the  baptist  Session  Room  is  growing  too 
small,  it  hardly  contained  us  this  morning.  A  remark  was  made  b) 
one  which  yeas  original  and  I  liked  it .  he  said  " lh  .tyet  is  (i oil's  dele 
graph”.  A  Rather  prays  ardently  and  in  full  faith  for  a  daughtei  in 
1‘  mope,  knowing  Clod’s  mercy  in  listening  to  and  answering  prayer, 
lie  noted  the  day  in  his  Mem.  book,  as  soon  as  Steam  could  bring 
the  Intelligence,  the  glad  tidings  came  from  London  to  the  Lathei 
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that  on  that  clay  of  much  prayer,  that  daughter  became  a  Christian. 
Several  such  things  were  related.  I  thought  of  my  poor  lonely  Hoys, 
who  have  none  to  pray  lor  them,  and  I  am  alt  aid  to  ask  prayer  for 
them.  God  1  know  is  able  and  willing,  but  we  know  that  there  is  a 
possibility  of  so  daringly  trampling  the  blood  of  the  blessed  Saviour 
under  loot  as  to  drive  the  Spirit  forever  away.  May  this  Season  of  the 
visitation  of  the  Spirit  not  be  forever  lost  to  them. 

Much  love  to  Mary,  Miss  Me  Kid.  Tomorrow  and  tomorrow,  I 
have  been  going  to  unite,  and  have  not  yet  done  it,  hope  soon  to  do 
it.  None  can  imagine  the  continuous  interruptions  that  I  have,  and 
then  1  often  lose  a  whole  day,  by,  I  believe  idleness,  but  call  it  indis¬ 
position.  To  all  my  precious  little  Hock  much  love.  Also  to  Sarah 
and  hers. 

No  prospect  of  renting  Woodbridge  I  louse. - 

Our  weather  is  severely  cold.  Did  you  get  my  Tract  on  Prayer? 
It  is  most  excellent.  You  know  Ryel  is  an  Epis.  Minister.  Tell  Mary 
never  to  fear  me,  1  never  tell  secrets.  1  wrote  nothing  to  Miss  Coxe 
that  the  world  might  not  see.  She  told  me  that  she  had  written  to 
you. 

I  sent  your  message  to  Parsons.  Asking  lor  money  is  almost  like 
“calling  spirits  from  the  vasty  Deep.’’ 

Well  dear  Son  if  you  have  had  patience  to  wade  through  this  1 
thank  you,  and  will  bid  you  good  night. 

Ever  your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Signor  Centcmeri  was  the  leader  of  an  Opera  Troupe,  which  had  originated  as 
the  Detroit  Philharmonic  Society,  and  had  a  fine  reputation. 

2  Woodbridge  Street,  where  David  and  Sarah  had  lived.  David  was  now  living 
in  Chicago. 


Detroit,  March  15th,  1858. 

Dear  Son 

Only  this  moment  Francis  started  with  my  letter  to  you,  and  1 
remember  that  I  did  not  write  you  that  I  had  put  Got  heals  Chk.  in 
Lavinia’s  hand,  which  pays  Fannie1  her  second  on  the  Three  1  lun- 


«lu'il  pet  \u  w hii  h  1  In *| k'  to  keep  up  and  the  rest  lot  1  ,’s.  sell  When 
I  aleil  i lie  I  ei n  i  1  though l  i here  w .is  some l lung  more  1  wished  lo 
sa\  and  i ould  nol  i  .ill  ii  up. 

1 V*  1  ,K,U'  iUsl  feed.  your  always  acceptable  letier,  tgth  ins.  I 
ihank  von  loi  yum  kindness  in  taking  trouble  about  Clothed,  ere 
ihis  you  know  all  ol  that  business. 

I  believe  so  implii  ill)  in  the  pro\  ideuee  ol  God.  that  I  believe  n 
is  well  that  dear  Robert  was  |n evented  U i n y*  his  Wun.mt.  Clod 
ami  not  Pol  it  it  s  kept  him  hack;  lor  had  the  Class’s  even  erouked  their 
' 1 1  1  t  o  oht  a  m  it ,  1 1  ie\  ion  hi  ha  \  e  done  it.  No  SI  id  el  nor  any  oi  her 

man  i  ould  have  got  it  il  ( lass  had  only  lelt  that  lor  ome  he  mielii  do 
a  disinterested  an.  I  would  not  d  I  were  Mary  let  him  go  to  lluenos 
\\  i  vs  III'  loves  Texas.  She  knows  all  the  openings  there  lor  a  Young 
Man.  and  il  he  is  determined  to  leave  the  North,  would  ii  not  he 
hi  tier  to  go  I  here  than  to  S  \  ?  Oh  dear,  dear,  how  mm  h  greater  the 

ii 

1  at  e  and  an  \  iel  ies  loi  Hoys  than  lor  girls  I 

I  am  glad  i  hat  Sat  ah  i  leal  ed  my  bungling  about  the  Wood  bridge/1 
li  is  these  n  tegul.n  ities  in  payment  which  has  caused  me  so  nun  h 
'•lie.  anxiety  and  umlusion.  II  you  only  knew  in  what  a  state  my 
mind  has  been  and  is.  you  would  readily  understand  all  my  faux  pas. 
M\  memo)  v  is  gone  enl  irely.  Old  age  has  rushed  upon  me.  I  am  in 
hue  health,  eat  well,  but  my  nerves  are  wliijt  string*.  This  is  why 
I  wish  to  keep  you  acquainted  with  everything  1  do.  I  know  I  send 
you  a  Mass  ol  confused  st nil*,  but  l  know  that  you  can  bring  order 
out  ol  lonlusion.  1  had  got  so  con  I  used  about  Paten’s  dues,  that  1 
made  I’oitet  put  il  on  paper,  which  paper  I  sent  to  you  yesterday. 
1  w  i  ote  to  \stor  as  you  ad\  ised  about  Prairie  I  .anils. 

De.u  Son  1  am  sorry  that  you  did  not  act  as  your  good  judgment 
dw  latcd  about  the  Jay  Memoirs.  II  we  cannot  do  good,  Oh  save  us 
1 1 out  doing  evil  Seeing  that  they  were  esteemed  so  highly  in  the 
Glib  I  did  not  dream  that  high  churchmen  could  have  worked  in 
the  same  Vineyard.  In  Inline  please  in  such  matters,  always  decide 
loi  me.  that  my  desire  is  to  profit  and  not  do  injury.  Kncloscd  $!  i 
pavsloi  the  mischief  that  1  have  scattered  through  that  book. 

I  understood  your  remark  about  Mary  ’s1  spiritual  pride.  In  these 
things  deal  Son  never  fear  me,  1  have  at  least  as  much  dread  ol 
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spiritual  pride  in  her  as  you  can  have.  We  must  unceasingly  pray 
that  she  be  led  wholly  hour  by  hour,  by  the  spirit  of  God  to  walk 
humbly,  fearfully  and  circumspectly  with  out  God.  Oh  dear  Son 
how  good  our  God  has  been!  Now  our  dear  Bessie  and  Looly  must 
become  special  objects  of  prayer.  I  feel  that  it  is  a  most  feat  fully 
responsible  season  for  Barents,  as  well  as  children.  Your  remarks  on 
the  Unitarians  etc.  participating  in  the  revival,  you  have  summed 
11  j)  in  the  finishing  of  your  Letter,  The  l  ares  and  the  Wheat  when 
the  Harvest  conies,  will  be  the  fearful  or  blissful  separation.  You 
believe  that  God  has  sealed  ones,  even  in  the  Unitarian  Ghh.  “Let 
all  grow  together".  When  he  comes  with  the  “Fan  in  hand",  may  we, 
and  ours,  be  found  in  the  garner. 

My  love  to  Mary.  1  am  thankful  that  she  has  been  able  to  go 
out,  and  that  your  scene  is  assuming  a  more  cheerful  aspect.  You 
have  past  through  an  anxious  season.  1  rejoice  with  you  at  the  recov¬ 
ery  of  dear  Willie.0  May  our  dear  Looly  improve  in  health,  and  daily 
improve  in  the  knowledge  of  his  Saviour.  I  believe  he  is  left  with  us 
to  serve  the  cause  of  his  Master  in  the  Ghh.  of  Christ . 

With  much  love  to  all  the  dear  children,  please  tell  them  that  I 
will  write  very  soon.  My  heart  is  gladened  to  learn  that  Bessie  is 
found  among  the  little  ones  who  has  determined  to  1  ry  to  honor  her 
Master  by  doing  what  he  commands.  I  hey  will  1  leel  assured  all  be 
Soldiers  in  the  cause  of  Christ.  Bicase  remember  me  to  M  iss  Me  Kid 
and  to  my  Morristown  friends,  Sarah  and  all  hers. 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son,  ever, 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

This  a  powerful  outpouring  of  the  spirit  in  Chicago.  1  hear  nothing 
of  David. 

1  Fanny  Stuart,  John  Stuart's  daughter. 

“Robert  Stuart  Turner,  who  had  been  disappointed  in  not  retching  an  appoint¬ 
ment  tor  West  Point. 

u  The  house  on  VVoodbridge  Street  which  David  received  free  of  rent. 

4  Mary  Baker,  his  daughter. 

5  The  baby,  William  Chapman  Baker  Jr.  born  Jan.  15,  1 838. 
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Detroit,  March  22nd,  i8r,S. 

Dear  Son 

We  have  no  revival,  but  a  deep  solemnity  seems  to  pervade  all.1 
We  have  a  Union  Meeting  every  morning  from  8  to  9,  well  filled, 
and  one  Irom  9  to  5  P.M.  I  attend  punctually  all  the  meetings,  which 
really  make  it  hard  for  me  to  write  as  punctually  as  I  wish,  (dive  my 
love  to  Mary  and  tell  her  that  1  shall  soon  write  her. 

A  letter  from  your  dear  respected  Mother  reed,  today  brings  pleas¬ 
ant,  and  cheerful  news  of  your  household  and  of  her  little  “Christine 
Grillin  Kean’’,-  which  I  was  please  to  hear  of.  She  seems  much 
pleased  with  the  Jay  Book;1  and  dear  Son,  if  it  does  not  disturb  or 
unsettle  her  views,  perhaps  no  harm  has  been  done  by  sending  it.  My 
love  to  Miss  McKid,  my  dear  children,  and  please  tell  the  writers 
that  in  a  little  while  G. Mother  hopes  to  write  to  all.  Lavinia  leaves 
on  Thursday  evening  for  N.York. 

1  reed,  a  very  sweet  letter  from  Mrs.  Stevenson  a  day  or  two  since, 
little  creature,  she  is  on  the  Mount.  She  is  in  extacy  about  Mary’s1 
conversion,  she  wrote  me  of  the  deeply  interesting  scene  of  Mary’s 
communion,  etc.,  etc.  May  God  keep  her,  and  grant  her  the  con¬ 
tinual  influence  of  the  Spirit,  that  she  may  grow  in  grace  and  the 
knowledge  of  Christ.  Oh  dear  Son  pray  constantly  for  her,  and  in¬ 
struct  her  minutely  and  carefully  in  Christ  and  the  great  scheme  of 
salvation,  a  neglected  duty  of  Ministers  and  almost  all  Teachers. 

2  j .  1  am  just  returned  from  Prayer  Meeting,  a  perfect  jam. 

Mayor  I  Iyde  requested  prayers  for  himself. 

241I1.  Today  1  reed,  your  kind  favor  covering  Mr.  Gothcal’s.  1  am 
truly  happy  at  its  cheerful  tone,  that  Baby  has  quite  recovered  and 
that  all  is  going  on  so  pleasantly.  But  you  say  nothing  of  the  morning 
pray  meetings.  Are  they  not  continued?  And  of  poor  Sarah.  Is  she 
coming  west  with  David?  I  must  confess  1  am  not  disappointed  about 
Robert5  not  rccicving  an  appointment  at  W. Point.  Perhaps  all  has 
been  ordered  for  the  best.  I  consider  Army  or  Navy  a  sorry  position, 
it  seems  unavoidably  the  downward  road  to  peace  of  mind,  at  least. 

Our  weather  is  exceedingly  cold,  everything  looks  like  winter. 
Copeland  does  not  pay,  nor  write.  The  times  here  are  gloomy  and 
truly  distressing.  1  have  just  reed,  a  letter  from  Sarah,  most  unsat  is- 


4iv:VV'V*\  \  TSWAVW. 

‘.Hi.  i(>bviuc,  oJ  ?au  vjt  (jimtrjlo*  qaob  t  wd  ,k/ivai  <»fi  a/Kfl  aW 
Jj jJiil  II w  ti>  oi  i.  ji)  iiiinoi  »  yrjvajuij  A/  noiii  i  r.  a*/i;il  >'// 

o  .  Hi.  .  llr.iii  injjtj  bn  am  I  .1/  1  301  t  >il  m<>  bin; 

ym  avi«)  ik  a  l  <*.«  yJkimmnj  ec  aiiw  oJ  aw  10!  tn&d  ;i  aJi;iii  yika* 

1  ad  aiiiv/  noo*  Ikd*  I  'ki!»  '  >d  ilaJ  bn/;  (  n;M  ol  >/ol 

<•  jl(j  uni  id  vi.ii  1  .b  iviafltoM  baj  >  cu>b  1  >(  moil  /aiial  A 

iii j  )  >1  iil  v  A  o  b  ii;  blod  v.noil  m  r  >  ■  •  ;  l,  if  mu 


iJ  'Wiii  amaae  aib.  lo  mad  oi  aew  1  rbi/lv/  *,  ru >>A  nilliu) 

10  . 1  in igjb  jnn  <•  >b  )i  ifiob  brn;  *,4ooH  y/:f  ail)  ri  j  tr  I >■  i/>b| 


•At,  (ouoM  adi  no  :i  •)!'■  ,anjjc  doIjiiI 
-  '  1, ITS  to  >u->>  -  i  uii  Iciaab  adi  lo  am  aJoi  a.nobrov 


1.7/S  l<  yiiai  *  HU  n  irn  Iqaab 

-ni  bin; ,  lai!  f  >1  yhiii'-wioj  yi/itj  n<>ri  i,.ab  jIO  Ji;  ld3  lo  j^balwofii 
lo  dim  bn  f  bli JiiiilD  ni  yllub.no  bor.  ybjunini  7iil  Jam  i 

,«c *.a‘ I  ik  J/o, 11  :  m.  lo  {.mj])  banai^jii  1;  ,iujiii;/li;/ 

1.  •  •  •  .  '  '  '  ; 

jmi:  I  .«  b.adioO  .il/  #ni  ta/oj  buii  moy  Jw  i  I  y/  bo  l  dij 
bnhbaia/o  >t  oiioj;  r  ii  ydi.d  if  u  >)  lull  aib  Him 

fliim  10m  ‘)i(j  in ;  uni  j  n  v  2  noy  iijH  yiinttusalq  cw  no  jjn;o, ,  A  lb,  tu  i 
>(\i  d  .tU.if.it  lot  1  1)  bri/  JvmmJnoD  Jt  1  ysnll  jil  ?2.ni»oani  (a  <i[ 
Jiiodnb.li  >*,  ;  1  jur.  I  laa'uoa  liliui  I  ;/r;Ki  dliVM*  r  n  io  > 

aiiil  Hr.  iijcrh  i<i  jni  *1  77  .  )r  inuruoqqi.  u.  griivai m  Jon  mdnM 
Uj  r,  y/r.v  .  7  i  r/  *  )  :ad  ai  iol  !>  jI  j<  n  j  ! 

O:  !  if 1  b/iirn  lo  j >1;  >q  01  bcoi  bitv/nv/ob  ail  ybb  biovfiitu  i  ^  U 
rjUu'if  -j'JI  f  aioi>i  n».  b(  ia/*A  tb!oa  ylgnibaaajca  n  Tjilicaw  111O 
bin.  yiiUKn^i  oil.  aiad  aainij  ad  l  >Jnw  ion  ,ynq  ion  «aob  bnftiaqoD 
-/■i  ii.2uu  Jkom  ,dj  ir.EnfOi)  >u  >1  6  .b  at  Jani  a  (  qni  tij  jIi  yluii 


stua nr  letters 


8fio 

factory.  She  seems  to  know  no  more  what  she  is  doing-  or  ought  to  do 
than  a  child.  David  returning  without  her  surprizes  me!  She  seems 
to  be  making  arrangements  to  lake  Marion  f  rom  Mclme.  Roberts/1 2 * 4 * * 
which  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  injudicious  step.  The  whole  year 
will  be  totally  lost,  beside  taking  a  half  year  to  organize  in  a  new 
school,  New  Books,  New  systems  of  teaching,  which  would  throw 
her  back  at  least  two  years,  poor  Marion’s  opportunity  is  past!  Now 
it  only  remains  if  possible  to  meliorate  the  terrible  mistakes  made 
before  she  was  eleven  years  old.  I  like  the  whole  family  very  much, 
but  I  have  a  great  dread  oi  the  influence,  it  is  .ill  N.York,  and  that 
you  know  is  50  years  behind  the  times. 

Please  tell  Mary  when  she  has  read  the  paper  to  send  it  to  Robert7 
McReynolds  was  his  friend,8  and  if  1  remember  right,  Ilowaid  Platt 
also  was  one,  his  sudden  death  is  announced. !> 

My  love  to  your  Mother  and  Mrs.  Gridin,  Mrs.  Stevenson,  Mrs. 
Stites,  and  all  at  Mrs.  Taylor’s  when  you  see  them.  Tell  my  dear 
Looly  that  Grand  Mother  thinks  and  prays  lot  him  always.  Much 
love  to  Mary,  Miss  Mck.  and  all  the  dear  children,  I  feel  impatient 
once  more  to  see  them,  but  1  fear  that  I  am  to  be  disappointed.  At 
present  I  see  no  prospect  of  going  Past  this  summer.  All  will  be  right. 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son, 

Ever  yours  sincerely  attached  and  obliged, 

E.K.S. 

March  29th.  Robert10  attends  with  me  all  the  morning  meetings 
and  has  begun  to  attend  the  Midday  meetings. 


1  A  widespread  religious  movement  which  swept  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Missouri. 
Revival  services  were  conducted  by  all  denominations. 

2  Christine  Griffin  Kean— daughter  of  Mrs.  Baker’s  son,  John  Kean,  named  for  her 
aunt,  Christine  Kean  Gridin. 

a  The  Memoirs  of  Chief  Justice  John  Jay’s  two  daughter’s,  which  William  Baker 
had  ordered  sent  her  as  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Stuart. 

4  Mary  Stuart  Baker,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Kale  Stuart  and  William  C.  Baker, 

who  was  almost  15  years  old. 

0  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  son  of  Mary  Stuart  and  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner. 
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u  Theresa  RobmY  School  in  New  York  City,  listed  in  Wilson’s  Business  Diunorv 
lor  1857/8— Address:  18  j  West . 13  St. 

‘  Robert  Stuart  Turner— now  almost  twenty  years  old. 

,s  Ceoige  S.  McRcynolds,  at  years  old— died  March  27,  1858. 

'•>  Howard  Jonas  Platt,  committed  suicide  at  Yonkers,  New  York  Tuesday  March 
-;>•  *858,  aged  twenty-two.  1  hese  two  deaths  must  have  been  written  by  K.Il.S.  under 
dale  ol  Marc  h  e*c)th. 

111  Robert  Stuart  Jr.— her  son. 


April  (ith,  1  858. 

l)cai  Son 

1  wrote  you  so  recently  that  I  have  nothing  but  Dollars  and  cents 
to  write  about.  Patten  has  at  last  paid  his  rent  $38,  Bag  $37. r;o, 
Lldrcd  Mortgage  pd.  by  Whiting  $50,  l  oins  .>100. 

A  Man,  by  name  John  Hildendeyen,  came  today  “for  $1000,  or 
1  7(,()  011  unproved  property.  Two  or  three  nice  large  Brick  l  louses, 
one  a  line  Store,  and  a  Blksmith’s  Shop,  valued  at  $20,000,  nou>; 
Interest  10  pet.,  payable  Semi  An.  for  5  years  perfectly  unincum¬ 
bered.”  1  thought  probably  Mary  would  have  it  to  put  out. 

7th.  Today  my  heart  was  gladencd  by  rect.  of  your  truly  welcome 
favor  ol  March  30th,  Post  Mark  April  5th.  1  am  glad  to  recieve  such 
cheering  intelligence  of  the  physical  health  of  every  member  of 
your  lamily,  but  you  say  not  one  word  of  the  morning  meetings. 
I  trust  that  your  people  have  “come  up  to  the  help  ol  the  Lord 
against  the  mighty.”  Arc  your  meetings  blessed  by  the  manifesta¬ 
tions  of  the  Spirit’s  influence  in  your  midst? 

Oh  what  a  day  wc  live  in!  and  only  think  of  our  dear  little  Lamb, 
Mary,  being  among  the  first  to  come  out  on  the  Lord’s  side.  Does 
her  blessed  Mother  know  it?  Or,  is  the  knowledge  reserved  to  the 
time  when  they  shall  see  and  know  as  they  that  are  rejoicing  with 
the  redeemed.  That  all  Heaven  rejoices  when  a  Sinner  is  converted 
1  am  as  certain  as  I  am  that  I  live,  but  identity,  until  the  great  day, 
is  not  known.  You  do  not  think  that  a  Mother  will  rejoice  because 
it  is  her  child,  Do  you?  Oh  how  I  wish  1  were  near  you  to  hear  your 
clear  scriptural  views  of  Christ  on  this  point.  Preaching  is  very  im¬ 
perfect.  1  lave  you  read  my  tract?  Call  to  Prayer?  1  believe  it  is  doing 
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immense  good.  I  am  sure  before  be  sent  it  forth,  with  prayer  he 
spread  it  before  his  Master  and  obtained  upon  it  the  pi  utilise  of  the 
Baptism  of  the  1  Ioly  ( .host.  M  blisters  of  all  denominat  ions  are  eager 
for  it. 

In  such  t i i ties  as  these  I  am  impatiently  looking  for  t he  t i me  when 
we  shall  all  be  together.  Neither  you  nor  Mary  can  be  more  sol  it  items 
about  our  dear  Robert  than  I.1  I  le  is  a  child  of  prayer,  dedic ated  to 
God  from  his  birth,  in  wisdom  his  father  was  called  up  higher.  1  have 
felt  that  his  being  shut  out  of  the  Army  was  ordered  in  infinite  love, 
as  a  link  in  the  promise  to  his  Mother,  all  things  shall  work  together 
lor  good  to  them  that  love  God.  The  Army  is  a  hard  place  for  a 
Christian,  a  doubtful  place  to  find  the  way  to  become  one.  1  Ie  must 
be  employed.  Idleness  is  terrible  lor  a  Boy  of  his  age,  and  il  it  were 
possible,  I  would  were  I  Mary  induce  him  to  turn  his  attention  to 
civil  Engineering.  1  am  told  that  it  is  a  valuable  profession,  and  one 
whose  manner  of  life  would  be  such  as  lie  is  fond  of. 

8th.  Yours  of  April  3rd,  1\ Marked  6th,  is  just  handed  me.  1  thank 
you  for  your  prompt  decission  about  sale  of  Lot  .\rt,  it  accords  ex¬ 
actly  with  my  own  views. 

If  I  understand  Mr.  DufTield’s  views,  they  are  as  yours,— lately 
some  one  asked  him  if  he  did  not  think  that  this  was  the  dawning  of 
the  M illenium.  “No,  No,  I  can  find  nothing  in  the  Bible  to  warrant 
such  views,  but  that  it  is  a  great  and  wonderful  day  in  the  Chh.  of 
Christ,  and  a  precursor  to  some  great  event  1  am  very  sure,  some¬ 
times  l  fear  terrible  Judgements.  I  should  not  call  it  a  revival,  but 
that  it  is  a  powerful  awakening  by  the  Spirit  is  beyond  a  doubt.  So 
far  from  the  Chh.  i.e.  Det.  Chh.,  There  is  a  very  manifest  lack  of  the 
“fervent  effectual  prayer  of  the  righteous.  Cod  can  work  without  us, 
but  he  oftentimes  honors  his  People  by  making  them  Coworkers 
with  Him. 

Robert-  has  attended  every  morning  meeting  and  nearly  every 
noon.  Oh  that  Cod  would  convert  him.  There  is  nothing  to  warrant 
the  shadow  of  a  hope  of  the  kind.  David,  too,  1  understand,  attends 
the  Union  Meetings  at  Chicago.  God  is  able  and  willing  to  convert 
him,  but  I  fear  my  Sons  will  not  have  Cod  to  reign  over  them. 

1  hope  you  have  allowed  your  opinion  relative  to  Mary’s  Music, 
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etc.  I  do  not  often  dilfcr  from  you  in  opinion  especially  in  their  edu¬ 
cation.  With  the  line  tuition  she  rccieves  and  her  natural  taste  she 
must  be  a  line  Musician.  Music  is  a  Science,  principally  mechanical , 
admitting'  of  shades  of  attainment,  depending  much  on  taste  and 
practise.  Bessie  may  have  more  taste,  but  she  can  never  make  a  su¬ 
perior  Musician  to  Mary.  Mdine.  Cemented  said  that  Mary  had 
been  t  he  best  t a n < > h t  and  understood  the  science  ol  M  usic  better  than 

O 

any  young  lady  that  had  come  under  her  care  in  this  Country. 

It  will  be  a  great  disappointment  to  me,  should  1  not  see  the  loved 
faces  of  your  household,  but  1  have  served  such  an  apprenticeship 
to  disappointment  that  I  must  not  indulge  in  regrets.  You  say  noth¬ 
ing  of  Sarah,  how  are  she  and  hers?  It  is  late  at  night,  and  alter  beg¬ 
ging  my  love  to  Mary,  Miss  McK.  and  children,  and  much  to  your¬ 
self,  I  must  bid  you  good  night. 

Ever  your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

My  love  to  my  precious  Looly.  Tell  him  and  the  dear  Bessie  and 
El  i/a,  as  soon  as  GrandMa  can,  She  will  write  to  them.  I  cannot  tell 
how  my  time  is  occupied,  but  I  seem  hurried  very  much.  1  am  up 
every  morning  between  5  and  G,  and  yet  never  accomplish  half  what 
I  hope  to  when  I  arise  in  the  morning. 

1  Robert  SuiiiM  Turner,  son  oi  Dr.  Turner,  who  had  died  in  i8^|. 

-  Robert  Smart  Jr.  Elizabeth  Stuart’s  son. 


First  Page  Missing— Endorsed  by 
William  C.  Baker  April  13,  1858 

Will  you  oblige  me  by  going  to  Randolph’s,  683  Broadway,  and 
selecting  Stationary,  viz.  Envelopes,  Letter,  Note  paper,  etc.  lor  one 
year,  and  tell  him  to  Ch.  it  to  my  Ac.  and  hold  it  until  I  send  him 
word  how  to  address  it?  He  knows  me.  11  l  leave  him  to  select  it,  he 
may  send  just  such  miserable  stuff  as  he  did  before. 

There  is  a  report  in  Town,  but  1  do  not  believe  one  word  ol  it, 
that  David  has  come  out  an  avowed  Christian.  1  know  that  with  God 
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all  tilings  arc  possible  and  I  know  too  that  (.oil  will  not  convert  any 
soul  against  its  own  will!!  And  by  the  fruits  we  must  judge.  I  am  a 
learlul,  doubting  unprofitable  servant. 

I  low  does  our  precious  little  Lamb  of  the  llock  get  on?1  Are  Mrs. 
Gibson  and  daughters  lively  Christians?-  Are  they  calculated  to 
soothe  and  strengthen  her  should  she  get  into  doubt:,  etc.,  which  you 
know  is  very  common  with  many  real  Christians.  Oh  dear  Son, 
whenever  you  visit  her  do  instil  into  her  your  clear  views  of  Christ 
as  drawn  from  the  Bible,  not  darkened  by  scholastic  Theology,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  scheme  of  Redemption,  Christ  not  only  to  pardon,  but 
to  save  us  from  sin. 

My  love  to  Mary.  I  think  constantly  of  her  and  her  dear  little 
Willie,  how  I  long  to  see  him  and  kiss  him  and  his  precious  little 
Brother  whom  I  can  imagine  perfectly  in  love  with  him.  Would  that 
their  love  may  go  uninterruptedly  with  them  through  life.  May  God 
seal  them  for  his  own,  and  then  they  will  truly  be  lovely  in  life  and 
not  separated  in  Eternity.  None  can  tell  how  dear  every  child  of  that 
household  is  to  my  heart.  I  feel  that  they  all  will  be  Christians. 
Prayer  is  not  lost,  God’s  promises  are  sure.  They  are  the  children  of 
much  prayer,  and  1  trust  are  being  all  trained  in  the  nurture  and 
admonition  of  the  Lord. 

I  rejoice  that  you  are  all  once  more  in  health.  Please  remember 
me  in  love  to  Miss  McKid.  Does  she  still  intend  to  visit  her  famliy 
this  season  ?Oh  how  I  wish  that  a  way  could  be  found  by  which  part 
ol  you  at  a  time  might  come  and  spend  the  summer  with  me.  Gould 
not,  il  Miss  Mclv.  should  come,  Bessie  and  Eliza  come  with  her? 
leaving  for  Company  for  our  dear  little  Looly,  Aunty,  'Two  Baby 
Sisters?'  Willie  and  Ellen.  Then  when  Miss  McK.  ret  in  ns,  you,  Mary, 
Three  Babys4  and  Ellen5  come  and  Eliza  and  Bessie  return  with  you, 
so  that  the  precious  boy  will  not  be  left  without  company.  About 
that  time  will  be  Mary’s  vacation,  and  as  you  choose,  cither  let  her 
spend  it  here  or  in  Morristown,  in  either  place  she  would  be  happy. 
It  will  be  change  of  scene,  air,  and  rest  of  mind  and  body  to  Mary 
and  the  Babys,  and  to  none  more  than  to  yourself,  and  last  and  not 
least,  and  filled  with  selfishness  the  comfort  and  happiness  you 
would  confer  on  me.  The  journey  back  and  forth  adding  to  the 
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health  ol  all,  and  to  none  more  than  to  yourself.  Expenses  much  less 
than  il  yon  went  to  any  Watering  place,  only  lor  one  month  and  no 
comfort,  no  ease,  and  how  much  happiness  you  would  all  confer. 

Good  night  dear  Son.  Our  Presbytery  is  in  Session,  1  have  two 
staying  with  me  and  have  just  come  in  from  Meeting.  So  with  much 
love  to  you  I  must  stop. 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

J  Mary  Smart  Baker,  who  had  recent I)  joined  the  Church. 

-  Mrs.  Gibson  was  the  I  lead  of  the  school  now  attended  by  Maiy  Baker. 

:!  1  .it tie  Elizabeth  Emma  Turner,  five  years  old  &  Kale  Stuart  Baker,  \/L  years  old. 

1  The  two  little  girls  and  baby,  William  Chapman  Baker  Jr. 

5  Ellen  was  probably  the  nurse. 

Detroit,  April  22nd,  18518 

My  dear  Son,  my  Comforter,— 

I  have  just  reed,  your  favor  of  njth  ins.  &:  Yesterday  yours  enclos¬ 
ing  M  r.  Baird’s  8c  chk.  for  $100— &  will  do  according  to  instructions. 
That ,  whic  h  you  consent  to  do  about  the  business,  is  all  I  could  ask. 

1  he  other  we  will  talk  about  if  we  should  ever  meet.  It  was  to  you 
8c  not  Mary,  1  wrote  about  stationary. 

Do  you  not  remember  that  we  together  sought  every  place  for 
Green  Bay  deeds  etc.  at  the  time  Slausan  located  the  land  and  could 
find  nothing?  T  his  day  I  have  depositted  to  l)r.  Turner’s  Est.  Cr. 
Twenty-one  /jo/  100  Dollars.  My  sending  Baird’s  cl  ft.  to  you  is  only 
an  evidence  of  the  State  of  mind  when  1  did  it.  1  got  the  impression 
that  it  was  sent  to  me,  payable  in  G.  Bay!  And  thought  that  it  was 
not  a  right  way  8c  sent  it  to  you,  to  put  right. 

1  scarcely  read  the  letter,  but  filled  with  selfishness  &  ignorance, 
took  the  safest  and  surest  way,  to  have  it  done,  8c  rue 1 1  done— sent  it 
to  you.  If  ever  we  meet,  I  will  shew  you  to  your  satisfaction  how 
utterly  impossible  or  troublesome  it  would  be  to  make  any  change 
in  our  doing  business,  than  as  it  has  been  since  Mr.  S.  left  it.  I  will 
try,  as  I  have  ever  done,  with  it,  to  be  as  faithful  as  I  am  capable  ol 
being,  I  assure  you  the  money  to  pay  an  agent  has  never  lor  one 
moment  caused  me  hesitation,  to  employ  an  Agent,  but  Oh,  Son, 
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who  can  find  a  prompt,  faithful,  decided  man?  No  matter  what  the 
cause  of  trouble,  it  would  be  all  referred  to  me!  from  me,  to  W.C.B. 
-m  the  end,  W.C.B.  does  the  Business  &  C.D.F.  &c.  pocket  the 
pelage,  01  salary,  N  things  remain,  about  as  they  ever  have  been, 
except  that  we  have  brought  in  a  Stranger  to  be  a  “new  hand  at  the 


Bellows”  &  proclaim  to  the  world  How  rich  Mrs.  Stuart  is!  They 
must  become  the  judges,  how  1  must  lavish,  to  whom— and  to  every 
cause.  There  are  few  in  this  place  to  whom  Twenty  Thousand  Dol¬ 
lars  arc  not  inexhaustible  wealth.  Why  in  speaking  of  how  1  fell 
justifiable  in  doing  certain  things,  1  have  had  it  remarked— “Why  1 
would  sell  real  estate— to  do  thus,  &  so-it  is  all  your  own.’’  So  much 
the  more,  I  feel,  bound,  as  nearly  as  I  can  come  at  it,  to  do  on  all 
occasions,  exactly  as  1  think  Mr.  S.  would,  were  he  here-Oh,  1  can¬ 
not  write,  I  must  see  you— 1  am  overwhelmed  in  trouble  and  none  to 
consult. 


l.\ci  since  1  last  wiote  you,  doubting  the  possibility  ol  my  going 
to  Morristown,  1  have  been  trying  dilferent  ways  to  get  you  all  here 
lor  the  summer.  The  Fable  of  the  Fox-Goose  &  Com  is  constantly 
lie  I  oi  c  i  nc ,  and  since  it  is  decided  that  I\  1  iss  IN  I  c  K  id  is  to  come  on  a 
visit,  I  think  of  getting  it  all  right  but  bringing  my  blessed  Dooly— 
and  were  it  not  that  he  would  lose  his  affectionate  faithful  father  for 
so  much  of  the  year, -and  the  love  &  joyousness  of  his  happy  home 
D  Sisters  around  him,— I  should  say  now  that  he  is  so  smart,  why  not 
bring  him  along?  &  leave  him  for  a  while.  I  would  try  to  be  every¬ 
thing  to  him,  and  see  that  he  should  have  the  best  (  arc.  All  this  you 
and  Mary  must  arrange  together.  You  must  come  to  be  here  before 
ist.  May  God  willing  all  this  business  of  moving  must  be  settled  by 
i st  May.  I  expect  to  pay  Your  expenses,  so  that  it  shall  not  cost  you 
money.  Trouble,  Time,  loss  of  comfort,  fatigue,  1  know,  &  gladly, 
could  you  be  spared  all  that  by  my  enduring  it,  I  would  take  the 
whole. 


And  now  about  transporting  the  Cavalcade.  Miss  McKid.  &  Bessie, 
&  in  her  week’s  vacation— Mary,1— left  with  our  blessed  Dooly.  You, 
Mary,2  Baby  &:  Miss  Corkal  &  Babies  No.  3 — come  on  immediately. 
Now  do  not  let  Mary3  say  that  it  is  easy  for  Mother  to  plan.— You 
know  that  you  and  I  made  the  same  journey  with  exactly  the  same 
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cavalcade,  1-  got  along  comfortably.  Then  you  return  from  Detroit 
ami  when  Mary’s'  vacation  comes  on,  it  will  be  about  Robert’s'1  vaca¬ 
tion— then  let  the  three  come  up.  It  will  be  a  relief  from  care— a  rest 
—change  ol  air  and  scene  for  Mary-— and  perhaps  the  last  time,  that 
she.  and  I,  can  ever  be  together. 

1  was  really  very  happy  to  lind  that  Mr.  Slitcs  dined  at  your  house, 
while  his  own  was  shut.  I  trust  that  nothing  will  ever  occur  to  pre¬ 
vent  your  being  the  happiest  &  best  Neighbors.—  Fried  friends  are 
valuable.— 'There  are  times,  when  friends,  &:  friendship,  are  tenderly, 
deeply  sweet.  Not  Gold,  nor  circumstance,— nor  position,  can  pur¬ 
chase  them.  Such,  1  found  Mr.  &:  Mrs.  Slites.  They  are  ones  whom 
1  delight  to  honor.  I  think  Mary  will  have  much  comfort  in  them.— 
Your  report  ol  the  state  ol  religion  in  Morristown  is  truly  cheer¬ 
ing.  Our  meetings  continue  with  deep  interest  but  only  attended  by 
Christians,  with  a  small  sprinkling  front  the  world.  Well  is  it  that 
our  God  seelh  not  as  Man— else  the  condition  of  some  must  be  tre¬ 
mendously  fearful.  Too  many  have  left,  with  “Go  thy  way  for  this 
time,  at  a  more  convenient  season  1  will  call  for  Thee.”  IJV,  feel  that 
it  is  ( iod’s  Sealing  time,  to  all  who  have  been  awakanecl,  and  of  sulli- 
cient  years  to  know  &:  understand  the  subject.  Can  any  thought  be 
more  solemn  than  that  of  a  Soul,  to  whom  God  has  said  “Let  it  alone, 
it  is  joined  to  its  idols.  My  Spirit  shall  no  longer  strive?”  May  God 
save  all  ours  from  this  awful  fearful  position.— 

I  cannot  concicve  how  Sarah  cotdd  have  immagined,  that  her,  ot¬ 
her  movements,  could  or  wotdd  influence  mine,  or  me,  directly,  or 
indirectly.  She  wrote  me  that  she  expected  to  be  here  in  time  to 
move  her  furniture,  etc.— Should  she  not,  that  Mrs.  Wood,  Mary, 
Tobin  &  Francis  could  do  it,  and  move  all  to  this  house— and  in  the 
same  letter  wrote  or  gave  the  impression  that  she  might  not  be  here 
until  Aug.  when  she  expected  that  David  would  be  prepared  to  re- 
cicve  her  in  Chicago.—  1  trust  that  any  impression  left  on  her  mind 
that  my  arrangements  in  any  way  depended  on  her,  must  be 
removed. 

Whoever  told  you,  that  I  looked  the  worse  for  wear,  should  not 
have  paid  me  such  a  compliment,  as  to  suppose  that  meetings  have 
any  part  in  it.—  Nothing  but  old  age  has  caused  a  change  in  my 
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looks,  and  a  loss  of  memory  &  nci vusness— all  hand  maids  lo  a  rouuh 
life. 

My  love  lo  Mary  &  tell  her  not  to  stop  to  think,  pac  k  np,  stick  all 
work  to  be  done  in  Baskets  &  come  immediately,  Bag  Sc  Ba<">a<>e  — 
Robert  joins  me  in  love  to  yon,  Mary  &  children.—  1  shall  begin  to 
look  for  yon  A  week  from  this  day.  Oh,  decide  for  Mary  &:  all  come. 
Yours  in  much  love  k  gratitude  ^ 

1  William  Baker's  eldest  daughter,  Mary. 

-  Mary,  the  wife  of  William  Baker. 

Robert  Stuart  Turner,  Mary’s  son. 


Detroit,  May  ist,  1 858. 

Dear  Son— 

Sarah  and  family  arvd.  saiely  and  all  well  on  1  lun  sday  evening. 
I  cannot  tell  you  how  much  1  was  disappointed  in  not  seeing  some 
of  your  family— You,  Mary,  &  Eliza  and  three  Babys-Tlicn  you  re¬ 
turn— and  with  Bessie,  and  Mary’s  weekly  vacation— for  Looly— 
stay  until  Miss  McK’s  return— which  will  give  you  chance  to  come 
for  Mary.  All  is  right  I  suppose. 

This  morning  Sarah  left  for  Chicago.—  1  am  not  well  and  thcrc- 
lore,  lor  fear  of  forgetting  what  money  I  recicvc  I  shall  put  it  down 
now  &  write  you  God  willing  on  Monday.—  1’his  Morning  1  real, 
from  Mr.  Mumford  $75.—  From  Smith  $50.—  Mr.  Harding  $1*5. 
finishing  all  he  owed.—  Martin  Tray  $  1  <j.— 

May  3rd.  Yesterday  I  recieved  your  always  welcome  Letter.— 
I  wished  you  to  get  at  least  $10.  worLli  of  Stationary— 1\  Stamps  k  all 
—Or  allow  me  to  furnish  or  rather  to  pay  for  all  that  you  use.  Ch. 
it  to  me.  Now  I  tell  you  for  whom  the  Stationary  is.  This,  and  all 
you  use,  please  ch.  to  me. 

Fell  Mary  I  thank  her  very  much  for  the  Observer— and  would 
not  willingly  do  without  it.—  I  wish  it  as  long  as  I  live,  to  stand  in 
her  name,  but  she  must  allow  me  to  pay  for  it,  and  you  will  be  kind 
enough  to  see  it  paid.— 

Will  you  ask  Mary  to  send  me  up  Ellen's  letter?1 1  should  like  to  see 
it— I  could  not  mention  Ellen’s  illness,  for  it  is  only  a  little  while  since 
I  heard  of  it,  and  am  not  sure,  whether  1  thought  it  of  sufficient  con- 
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setjuence  to  write  about.—  I  low  often  lately,  1  have  thought  of  your 
speech— that  Mr.  Cairns-  had  done  so  well  R:c.—  Were  Robert  only  a 
Christian,  Nothing  would  trouble  me,  for  I  would  have  the  assur¬ 
ance  that  all  things  were  working  together  for  good.  Not  so— with 
Cod  I  leave  all.—  About  three  weeks  before  Robert  came  home, 
I  reed,  a  very  handsome  letter  from  Rev.  Mr.  Ely,3  telling  me  of 
Mr.  Cairns’  union  with  the  Ch.  Baptism  of  Robert’s  children  &c. 
and  spoke  most  interestingly  of  Robert,  and  his  whole  bearing.— 
1  love  Robert’s  feeling  about  “the  sacredness  of  a  wife’s  character.’’ 

1  trust  that  our  dear  Mary  may  have  a  pleasant  visit  at  home  with 
her  Iriend.—  1  hope  that  Mary  will  make  it  a  religious  duty,  to  show 
Bessie  marked  affection,  and  interest,  that  love  and  not  jealousy  may 
reign  in  their  hearts— that  love  should  be  a  strong  bond  and  every 
pains  taken  to  make  it  so  with  those  blessed  Sisters. 

1  am  very  thankful  that  blessed  afflicted  Lamb  is  free  from  pain. 
May  his  portion  be  the  Lord,  then  he  will  have  bliss  &  treasures 
which  the  world  know  not  of.  How  ardently  I  wish  that  lie  may  be 
called  to  be  an  Ambassador  from  the  Court  of  Heaven  to  win  souls 
to  Christ.  Oh,  dear  son,  would  not  our  hearts  be  glad  were  he  noiv 
in  this  great  day  of  God’s  Spirit’s  visitation,  like  Samuel  be  con¬ 
verted.  Do  you  remember  the  day  in  which  he  was  Baptized?  All  of 
us  present  in  his  Mother’s  Bedroom,  he  scarcely  older  than  one  week. 
1  low  he  was  loved!  f  low  tenderly  cared  for!  “I  low  vain  are  all  things 
here  below,  how  false  and  yet  how  fair”.  Each  pleasure  has  its  poison 
too,  and  every  sweet  a  snare. 

1  am  truly  thankful  that  Willie  is  well,  and  bids  fair  to  have  a  fine 
constitution.  If  it  is  not  greater  care  than  most  children  are  to  a 
Mother— it  would  not  be  Mary’s— I  have  always  told  her  that  she  had 
a  harder  time  in  bring  up  her  children,  than  any  three  women  put 
together,  that  I  ever  knew.  His  first  year  will  be  hard,  getting  his 
teeth  will  cause  great  care.—  1  long  very  much  to  see  him.—  1  hope 
that  he  and  Looly  will  be  loving  brothers. 

You  say  “Looly  has  improved  in  disposition  greatly,  &  shows  much 
sweetness  of  temper.”— You  know  that  your  father  and  I  always 
thought  that  he  was  sweet  8c  exceedingly  interesting  in  character, 
as  well  as  beautiful  in  looks.  If  he  is  only  beautiful  in  the  sight  of 
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C>od,  it  is  all  we  ask. —  II is  talents  are  equal  in  ever)  respect  to 
Mat)  s,  1'.  I  iz.a  s  j  Kilty  s,  but  bis  dread  1  til  ill  i  less  lias  crushed  e  vet  y- 
t hing-.  Their  young  tender  minds  were  kept  exercised-  his  not.  It  is 
tune  enough  even  now,  by  reading  to  him  and  talking  with  him,  & 
eliciting  what  is  in  him,  you  will  find  that  that  beaut  dully  formed 
1  lead  K  speaking  eyes  have  more  material  in  them  than  any  are 
aware  of. 

Yes,  Sarah  answered  all  my  enquiries  about  you  all  very  satisfac¬ 
torily.  She  fell  as  I,  about  Bessie’s  not:  coining  with  her.—  Why  will 
you  not  let  Bessie  come  with  Miss  Me  Kid?  1  will  meet  her  at  1  lamil- 
ton  and  bring  her  on  the  rest  ol  the  way.  I  am  disappointed  in  not 
seeing  Miss  Mckid.  J  thought  that  she  would  come  this  way  and  go 
to  Godwich  by  way  of  the  Lake.  I  think  Bessie’s  health  will  be  im¬ 
proved— and  her  education  at  least  as  good  as  Morristown  would 
yield.  You  know  1  have  promises  standing  that  w  hen  they  were  sulfi- 
ciently  of  age— one  or  the  other  should  always  he  with  me,  and  1  am 
sure  Mary  must  have  care  enough,  without  Bessie,  who  stands  alone 
—Eliza  R:  Looly, — Bessie  R:  Kitty — R;  Master  \\  illie  R:  Mother — poor 
Bessie  Solitair— nevertheless  not  mine,  1  by  will  he  done. 

Sarah  took  Marion  to  Chicago  with  her.  My  heart  is  rejoiced  at 
the  prospect  ol  their  going  to  house-keeping.  Their  position  has 
always  been  a  thorn  in  my  proud  spirit.  That  dreadful  Mrs.  (d  unday 
-has  ever  been  a  Bugbear  to  me  —  Love  to  Alary.  Please  tell  her  that 
I  will  un  ite  her,  the  moment  1  get  time.  Love  and  kisses  for  evei  yone 
ol  the  family— Children  1  mean.  Love  to  Miss  Me  Kid.  Always  much 
love  from  your  obliged  comforted  attached  Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart 

1  Kllcn  Cairns  Stuart,  the  wife  of  Robert  Stuart  Jr. 

-  William  Cairns,  Ellen’s  lather. 

;|  Rev.  Samuel  Ely  was  the  first  Minister  anil  foumlei  ol  the  Roslyn  Presbyterian 
Church. 


Detroit,  i  oth  Ala)',  i  858. 

My  dearest  Mary 

I  feel  sadly  reproved  at  seeing  that  the  last  date  of  yours  to  me  is 
April  2nd!  Could  you  have  been  with  me  these  many  days  since  that 
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dale,  you  would  need  no  apology,  nor  explanation  why  1  have  never 
ac  knowledged  it  .  My  life  is  one  unprofitable,  unsatisfactory,  rushing 
wic  ked  delinquencies  before  God.  1  cannot  tell  you  how  wretchedly 
unhappy  and  unsettled  I  am,  and  this  all  arises  from  want  of  faith  in 
Jesus.  M  ere  my  life  hid  with  him  in  God,  then  “everything  that 
molests  or  makes  me  afraid  would  have  no  power  to  separate  me 
I  mm  the  peace  of  God  which  passelh  all  understanding.  1  have  much 
to  be  thankful  for,  my  health  is  excellent,  everyone  tells  me  that  I 
am  very  Meshy.  All  should  be  right,  but,  I  suppose  were  all  things 
here  as  I  would  order  them,  1  suppose  1  would  be  willing  to  stay  here 
and  never  see  joys  that  await  all  who  love  and  honor  Christ.  “As  an 
Kagle  stirrelh  up  her  Nest,  so  the  Lord-stirreth  up  the  Nests,”  etc., 

1  suppose  of  those  to  whom  life  oilers  such  pleasant  abiding  places 
as  need  continually  this  “Stirring  up. 

I  have  written  so  punctually  to  Mr.  Baker  that  it  appears  as  if 
1  have  written  you.  In  reading  over  your  letter,  I  have  to  smile,  it  is 
one  sheet  of  “growling” ,  but  the  “growling”  only  deepens  my  soul’s 
bitter  abasement  of  how  worthless,  selfish  and  wicked  a  Mother  1 
have  been.  It  is  good,  it  is  blessing  were  it  only  to  be  my  retribution 
for  lime.  That  would  be  what  alone  I  should  expect.  Hut  the  reflec¬ 
tion  of  having  brought  forth  and  nursed  children,  who  have  only  to 
look  on  me  with  bitterness  and  cannot  remember  an  act  of  their 
Mother’s  life  that  would  make  them  feel  that  their  Mother  had 
scarcely  the  common  feelings  of  humanity  for  them,  shews  what  a 
fearful  blot  or  injury  I  have  been  and  am  to  Christian  profession. 

David  and  Robert  feel  precisely  to  their  Mother  as  you  do,  and 
make  the  same  expressions  of  and  to  me.  I  “never  did  love  them”, 
“Never  did  anything  for  them”,  Thankful  that  they  want  nothing, 
“Always  from  home  and  remember  childhood  only  to  be  thankful 
that  they  can  never  endure  it  again.”  It  is  an  awfully  sorrowing  lile 
for  any  one  to  have  past,  but  bitter  regrets  for  the  Mother  who 
doomed  her  children  to  such  a  Desert.  My  'Three  remaining  Chil¬ 
dren,  1  acknowledge  have  reason  for  all  the  ill  feeling  they  may  have, 
when  they  reflect  that  instead  of  being  brought  up  in  their  Father’s 
1  louse,  The  days  in  which  their  characters  were  being  formed  and 
all  their  habits  of  thought  influenced,  They  were  put  in  Brooklyn1 
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wlici  e  I  suppose  more  distorted  views  ol  every  tiling  and  every  prin¬ 
ciple  never  existed.  1  was  blind  when  I  sinned,  it  was  the  wind!  and 
to  the  flesh!  And  if  the  fruit  is  corruption,  verily  1  reap  my  reward. 

If  di  any  one  of  my  letters  dear  Mary,  I  have  ever  even  seemed  to 
cast  censure  on  you,  for  your  not  filling  your  place  faithfully,  be¬ 
lieve  me  your  suspicions  have  gone  far  ahead  of  fact  s,  and  when  from 
my  letter,  or  letters,  you  drew  the  conclusion  that  I  thought  “Miss 
Mclv.  could  take  your  place  ’  or  any  other,  you  did  me  cruel  injus¬ 
tice.  1  have  never  to  a  human  being  by  word  or  action  intimated  that 
all  was  not  in  Mr.  Baker’s  family  as  well  as  it  could  possibly  be  all 
things  considered. 

You  speak  of  Reward  hereafter.  You  serve  a  just,  a  holy,  Omnis¬ 
cient,  Omnipresent  God,  whose  eye  pierces  into  the  inmost  recesses 
of  the  heart,  with  whom  Actions  arc  of  little  note,  except  they  eman¬ 
ate  from  pure,  holy  Motives,  carried  out  with  an  eye  single  to  his 
Glory.  You  need  never  think  of  me,  or  my  motives,  these  are  no 
more  weight  than  the  little  infants'  in  your  arms.  If  1  have  not  in  all 
my  intercourse  by  word  and  pen,  made  it  my  business  to  cultivate 
a  right  and  proper  feeling  in  those  dear  children  for  you,  then  it  is 
only  an  other  added  to  the  fearful  Mistakes  ol  my  life  time.  Do  you 
think  I  could  in  any  other  way  be  more  effective  to  those  deal  chil¬ 
dren  than  to  write  of  and  speak  to  them  of  their  "Sainted  Mother ’V 
You  remember,  they  were  all  infants  when  she  died,  her  Christian 
character  could  not  be,  nor  was  it  appreciated  by  them!  Do  you  not 
think  it  desirable  to  always  have  them  think  of  her  as  a  “Saint”  in 
1  leaven?  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  her  and  their  Saviour  they  aspire  to 
go?  f  am  not  sensible  of  even  glancing  the  thought  “that  Miss  Me  K. 
or  any  other  could  do  as  well  as  you.” 

As  regards  your  remark,  “I  have  the  head  and  not  she”,  I  neither 
think  nor  speak  on  the  subject,  but  you  know  the  strongest  mind 
and  most  efficiency  may  be  so  crippled  that  for  the  time  being  or  the 
circumstances  surrounding  them  may  be  dwindled  down  into  a  per¬ 
fect  Automation  or  Mass  of  inefficiency,  but  you  will  not  permit 
either  of  the  children  to  leave,  when  I  think  that  it  would  not  only 
relieve  you,  but  be  a  great  comfort  to  Miss  Mckid  and  a  great  im¬ 
provement  to  Bessie  and  Eli /a.  1  can  only  say  that  which  contributes 
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most  lo  your  happiness  and  the  best  interest  of  those  precious  chil¬ 
dren  will  contribute  most  to  mine. 

1  low  often  I  wish  I  could  go  to  Morristown  and  have  those  four 
little  ones  exclusively  under  my  constant  care.  From  now  until  ten 
years  old,  all  the  mischief  and  all  the  good  that  waits  on  their  futm e 
days  will  be  accomplished.  “You  will  say  what  a  jealous  suspicious 
thing  Mary  is.’’  Yes  all  that  and  more  to.  Pray  against  this  terribly 
peac  e  destroying,  injustice  doing  sin.  You  can  never  be  happy  while 
it  besets  you. 

Yesterday  1  rccievcd  Mr.  Baker’s  kind  favor  of  7  ins.  and  if  you 
will  allow  me,  and  not  think,  “Yes  that  is  Mother,  she  does  not  love 
me  well  enough,  even  to  write  a  full  letter,  etc.?  I  will  answer  it  now. 

1  am  glad  at  heart  that  Robert-  has  decided  for  his  future,  and 
1  hope  in  all  respects  will  tread  in  his  father’s  footsteps,  lie,  as  well 
as  his  studies,  should  by  11s  all  be  made  a  special  subject  of  prayer. 
Dear  Boy  has  labored  under  severe  disadvantages  ever  since  his 
childhood.  I  know  well  of  the  Dr.  Watts  to  whom  you  refer,  he  enters 
under  most  favorable  Auspices. 

Tomorrow  night  Sarah  and  family  leave  for  their  N.3Homc, 
Chicago.  Their  furniture  is  all  gone.  I  fear  I  was  too  hopeful  about 
David,  he  makes  no  pretension  about  religion.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibbs 
are  just  from  Mr.  Walker’s  home.1  She  saw  them,  says  that  Mrs. 
Walker  looks  and  is  remarkably  well,  and  Clement  is  superior  to 
good.  They  are  filled  with  praise  of  him.  The  flood  has  been  most 
disastcrous  to  the  Plantations. 

1  am  rejoiced  that  your  dear  loved  Mother*  is. going  to  pay  you  a 
visit.  Oh  1  trust  that  every  nerve  will  be  devotedly  attentive  to  her. 
She  loves  you  and  yours  most  tenderly.  Please  give  my  best  love  to 
her,  and  to  all  the  children.  My  blessed  Looly  will  delight  in  her 
visit. 

Goodnight  dear  Son  with  much  love  ever  your  sincerely 

O 

Attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


1  Robert  Stuart  was  not  “converted"  until  1829  at  Mackinac.  Elizabeth  Stuart’s 
lamil)  in  Brooklyn  had  not  shared  this  experience,  although  her  mother,  Mary 
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Palmer  Sullivan  came  of  Quaker  and  Presbyterian  stock.  Her  father,  John  Sullivan 
had  been  a  staunch  Roman  Catholic. 

-  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  son  of  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner  and  Mary  Stuart 
Turner,  had  decided  to  become  a  doctor,  like  his  father.  He  graduated  from  the 
Berkshire  Medical  College,  Pittsfield,  Mass,  in  1863.  This  college  became  extinct  in 
18G7. 

3  “N.  Home”— new  home  in  Chicago. 

4  William  C.  Baker’s  sister  Eliza  had  married  Samuel  Walker  of  New  Orleans. 
Clement  Walker  was  their  son. 

r*  Mrs.  I.ooe  Baker,  the  widow  of  I.ooe  Baker,  and  step-mother  of  William  C.  Baker. 


Dear  Son 


Detroit,  May  19th,  1858. 


Last  night  I  was  cheered  with  your  favor  of  14th  ins.  and  am 
thankful  that  all  are  well  and  that  your  dear  Mother  is  with  you. 
Oh  I  wish  I  could  be  one  of  your  happy  group,  I  know  I  could  re¬ 
lieve  Mary’s  mind  occasionally  by  filling  up  the  vacancy  when  her 
presence  would  be  needed  with  the  little  Willie  who  I  am  rejoiced 
to  hear  is  in  fine  health.  Our  precious  Looly  has  quite  a  luxuriating 
time  in  having  his  dear  “GrandMa  Baker”  visiting  him,  it  is  a  de¬ 
lightful  reflection  that  we  can  contribute  happiness  to  anyone  on 
Earth.  Your  Mother’s  sweet  unselfish,  pleasant  cheerful  manner  is 
the  secret  of  her  youthful,  healthy  appearance  and  good  health.  Pray 
remember  me  in  most  cordial  love  to  her.  And  for  Mary  to  have  a 

visit  from  Miss  D - was  truly  delightful.  I  am  glad  1  was  out  of 

the  way.  Yet  I  wotdd  have  been  glad  to  have  been  an  invisible  spec¬ 
tator  of  the  group,  her  visit  of  course  brought  joy  and  sorrow. 

My  health  is  excellent  and  my  hindrances  not  few  and  light,  so 
that  l  am  cut  off  from  paying  my  annual  visit  to  Morristown.  I  can¬ 
not  even  make  change  of  air  an  excuse.  You  can  judge.  1  walk  every 
morning  to  the  Prayer  Meeting  held  in  the  Bapt.  Church,  and  home 
again,  and  sometimes  to  evening  Meeting,  corner  of  Congress  and 
Fort.  Our  Meetings  are  not  fully  attended,  but  are  deepening  in 
interest  and  we  are  all  the  time  hearing  of  new  converts.  Prayer  is 
very  fervent,  and  if  we  may  judge  by  that  1  should  say  they  are 
effectual. 

Sorrowing,  heart  stricken  Dr.  Tyng  has  gone  through  a  fiery  fur- 
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nace!1  but  Ob  how  lie  has  been  sustained  by  Almighty  power  to  obey 
the  dying  charge  of  his  gifted,  Sanctified  Son,  “Stand  up  lor  Jesus 
Father.”  Oh  what  clear  news  of  the  Eternal  world  and  the  worth  of 
Souls  he  must  have  recieved,  when  in  that  trying  hour,  Christ  and 
his  cause  seemed  alone  to  fill  his  heart.  Oh  let  me  die  the  death  ol 
the  righteous. 

O 

Ere  this  you  and  Mary  have  recieved  my  joint  letter.  Will  you  give 
my  especial  love  to  those  dear  children,  and  tell  them  that  apologies 
are  only  substitutes  for  neglected  duty,-  but,  day  after  day,  1  deter¬ 
mine  to  thank  them  for  their  kind  attention  in  their  sweet  Letters. 

And  now  worrying  news  about  Mary’s  affairs.  l)r.  Robertson  was 
buried  last  Sunday.  Mr.  Sheeley/1  who  seems  to  be  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  all  his  concerns,  thought  that  1  was  the  one  to  whom 
he  must  come,  with  reasons,  etc.,  produced  by  a  letter  just  recieved 
from  you.  in  speaking  of  the  l)oc.‘  the  Lears  came  in  his  eyes  and 
he  said,  that  all  he  asked  was  “patience  and  not  foreclosure,  as  fore- 
i  losure  would  only  increase  expense  to  the  poor  widow  and  children 
who  were  left  without  bread,  and  not  a  chair  to  sit  on.  That  they 
have  rented  the  house  for  much  more  than  your  Interest,  to  a  respon¬ 
sible  person,  a  Gentleman  in  the  R.Road  concern,  who  stands  very 
high,  and  who  is  ready  to  pay  now  in  advance,  part  ol  his  rent  enough 
to  cover  interest  now  due  Mary,  and  he  (Sheeley)  promises  that  here¬ 
after  you  may  rely  punctually  on  the  payment.  1  told  him  that  1  knew 
nothing  of  the  business,  and  that  he  better  write  you  on  the  business. 

Now  1  am  going  to  beg  a  favor  ol  you.  Will  you  get  me  just  such 
a  Chest  of  Tea  as  you  got  for  me  last  Spring? 

I  see  by  the  papers  that  Mr.  Parsons’  house  is  either  for  Rent  or 
Sale.  1  Ie  is  in  a  very  needy  condition.  I  suppose  1  am  scarcely  a  judge, 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  “the  times”  with  us  are  more  gloomy  than 
1  ever  saw  them,  the  distress  is  gloomy.  No  work  nor  money,  our 
Streets  appear  almost  as  if  it  were  Sabbath. 

Yesterday  1  reed,  a  letter  from  Sarah.  She  says  they  are  in  their 
new  I  louse,  for  which  with  their  Furniture  they  pay  Fight  hundred 
Dollars  per  Annum.  She  says,  “David  appears  very  happy  and  every¬ 
thing  is  very  pleasant.” 

My  love  to  Mary,  tell  her  I  despair  of  having  her  as  a  correspond- 
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cut  unless  she  will  make  a  business  every  night  to  write  me  the  whole 
transactions  ol  the  day,  and  she  will  be  surprized  to  lind  how  easily 
and  entertainingly  site  has  (died  a  sheet.  May  1  beg  the  lavor  of  you 
to  remember  me  kindly  to  Mrs.  Taylor  and  all  hers. 

1  his  month  has  for  the  most  part  been  cold.  Easterly  winds  and 
sometimes  heavy  rains.  We  have  fires  all  the  time,  in  the  same  places 
as  through  the  winter. 

d  ell  Sister  Emma5  that  she  must  go  to  every  one  in  the  family 
group  and  kiss  them  and  tell  them  that  that,  with  much  love  is  sent 
by  GrandMa.  1  should  like  very  much  to  hear  from  time  to  time  of 
how  Robert  Turner  is  getting  on.  Has  he  been  influenced  at  all  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  which  I  think  stands  at  every  heart  knocking. 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son 

Ever  your  affectionate  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart 


1  I)r.  Stephen  H.  Tyng’s  son.  Rev.  Dudley  Atkins  Tyng  had  died  at  Brookfield 
near  Philadelphia  April  19,  1858. 

-  This  is  one  of  the  "sayings”  Elizabeth  Stuart's  grandchildren  used  to  repeal— 
always  with  the  preface:  "As  Grandmother  Stuart  used  to  say—” 

;t  Probably  Alanson  Sheley,  a  prominent  contractor  and  politician. 

1  Doctor  George  Franklin  Turner. 

5  Bessie  Baker— so  called  to  distinguish  her  from  Bessie  Turner,  her  cousin  and 
step-sister. 


Detroit,  May  25th,  1858. 

Very  dear  Son 

An  affectionate  kind  letter  from  your  Mother  tells  me  ol  her  “de¬ 
lightfully  pleasant  visit  to  Morristown  especially  gratifying,  as  it 
convinced  me  ol  Mary’s  good  sense  and  judgement  in  the  quiet  and 
well  ordered  household  all  on  Christian  principles.”  Her  praise  of 
the  children,  especially  dear  Bessie,  you  may  be  sure  delighted  me. 
She  says  Willie  is  a  bright  fine  fellow,  this  is  blessed  news.  1  trust 
that  he  may  increase  in  vigor,  and  be  physically  and  mentally  what 
our  fondest  hopes  would  have  him,  but  she  says  he  imposes  on  his 
Mother  and  she  imposes  on  him.  So  I  should  think  that  she  has  been 
very,  very  much  pleased  with  her  visit,  and  you  and  Mary  will  never 
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regret  all  the  exertion  and  self  denial  that  you  have  practised  to 
make  her  happy,  she  is  a  sweet  upright  woman.  She  says  her  “heart 
yearns  to  our  dear,  patient  little  sufferer.” 

She  says  Miss  McKid  thought  of  leaving  for  a  Season!  What  will 
Mary  do  in  that  little  world  of  mischief?  A  servant  cannot  take  her 
place.  Never  in  my  life  did  I  more  long  for  activity,  strength  and 
energy  than  now.  At  short  notice  I  would  speed  me  to  Morristown; 
now  1  leel  afraid  of  being  an  incumbrance  every  where,  1  am  no 
more  of  any  use.  I  find  that  1  am  truly  an  old  and  an  idle  woman. 
Yet  1  walk  to  the  Baptist  c  hurch  to  prayer  Meeting  every  morning. 
Still,  I  could  be  in  the  midst  of  the  little  ones  and  see  that  their 
brains  were  not  knocked  out.  Poor  Mary  you  know  has  never  until 
now  known  care.  Gladly  would  I  go  to  her  and  try  to  relieve  her. 
Yet  I  doubt  whether  I  could  get  her  to  walk  out  and  trust  her  babe 
with  me.  When  Uncle  was  just  the  age  1  now  am,  I  was  terrified  if  he 
attempted  to  take  my  babe. 

Will  you  let  me  know  whether  Miss  McKid  is  going?  When?  Will 
she  come  to  Del.?  Elizabeth  leaves  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit 
for  Godrich1  I  rather  think  that  it  would  be  cheaper  than  to  go  by 
R.R.,  unless  she  visits  by  the  way.  Give  my  love  to  her,  please,  and 
tell  her  to  remember  my  house  is  her  home  for  as  long  as  she  please. 
Should  you  think  that  I  could  relieve  Mary  in  any  way,  let  me  know 
before  Miss  Me  K.  leaves,  and  I  can  leave  so  as  to  be  there  before  she 
leaves.  It  need  make  no  difference  in  her  going  right  to  our  house, 
for  Francis  and  Isabella  will  both  be  here.  A  common  servant  no 
matter  how  good,  cannot  fill  her  place.  I  do  not  mean  work,  but  eye. 
If  even  I  am  useless,  I  know  that  I  can  relieve  Mary’s  mind,  by  only 
sitting  among  the  Babys,  and  then  you  know  if  things  do  not  go 
right,  she  will  have  to  “growl”  in  herself,  she  will  be  too  polite  to 
growl  at  me. 

Last  night  I  had  a  visit  from  Mr.  Leavitt,  it  added  very,  very  much 
to  my  already  deeply  depressed  state  of  mind,  he  is  on  his  way  to 
Chicago.  If  I  should  go  to  Morristown,  Do  let  it  be  known  that  I  am 
not  able,  I  do  not  mean  from  weakness  of  body,  but  truly  imbecility 
of  M  ind  to  either  recieve  company  or  visit.  That  people  may  expect 
nothing  from  me,  dim  of  Sight,  hard  of  hearing,  obtuse  in  mind, 
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only  lit  to  sit  in  the  corner  and  darn  stockings.  Oh  that  1  could  say 
I  am  1 1  is  and  lie  is  mine,  1  believe  I  should  be  templed  to  say  Oh 
dial  1  could  (lee  away  and  be  forever  at  rest . 

( * i  \  e  my  best  love  to  Mary  and  to  the  dear  ch ildren,  and  ask  them 
scpaiatcly  what  GtandMa  shall  bring  each,  and  l  know  that  you 
lo\  e  .ill  ol  them  well  enough  and  take  interest  enough  to  enjoy  their 

sweet  joyous  smiles  as  each,  God  willing,  will  rccicve  what  they 
wished  for. 

Is.  1  ml  1  egai ds  to  al  1  1  r tends,  with  much  love  to  you  from  your 

Sincerely  attached  Mother, 

F.  E.  Stuart 

Do  not  send  the  I  ea  whic  h  1  wrote  lor,  until  you  hear  I rom  me  aga  1 11 . 

E 

1  o  Mary  Elizabeth  Stuart  Baker,  born  June  l* 7,  181.J. 

June  •_> 7 ,  1 858. 

Bless  her  this  day  I  ,ord  Jesus 
And  be  to  her  propitious 
Chant  her  thy  kind  protection 
From  every  sin  infectious. 

Nought  in  this  world  to  mr 
Can  yield  such  pleasure, 

As  to  be  found  in  Thee; 

Oh  Christ  our  Treasure. 

A  very  happy  Anniversary  may  this  be  to  you  my  loved  one,  wishes 

Your  Mother. 

1  Coderich,  Ontario,  where  E.  E.  Stuart  secured  her  Scoti  h  maids. 


Dear  Son 


Detroit,  Aug.  e.jth,  1  858. 


For  two  days  after  you  left,  I  was  prostrated,  lost  two  of  my  Meet¬ 
ings. 

I  was  in  meeting  this  morning,  a  very  interesting  one.  Satan  was 
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al  raid  that  your  heart  would  get  enlisted  in  the  meetings,  and  sprin¬ 
kled  it  the  morning  you  were  there  with  ice  water.  This  morning 
our  Mr.  blades'  was  there  and  we  had  grand  praying. 

1  am  not  alraid  of  spoiling  you  with  flattery  from  the  lips  ot  the 
poor  Catholic,  Robert.  He  “thinks  Mr.  Bakr/r  the  noblest  man,  the 
best  Christian  he  ever  knew  in  all  his  life.  God  will  certainly  bless 
him,  and  prosper  him,  and  keep  him  rich’’,  etc.  He  is  now  in  deep 
waters.  1  he  whole  Gath.  Ch.,  women  and  all  are  up  and  doing,  1 
know  not  how  it  is  to  end.  1  le  is  sorely  tempted. 

All  ho  two  weeks  have  past  since  1  and.  home,  not  one  line  have 
1  recieved  from  Mary  who  promised  most  faithiully  that  she  would 
write  me  truly  all  of  Robert.-  Yesterday  1  reed,  a  letter  from  him, 
which  shewed  me  clearly  that  Mary  had  shortened  her  visit!!  W  hy 
so?  All  their  servants  had  gone,  and  they  were  supplied  with  an 
ent  ire  new  set . 

igr,.  1  cannot  tell  you  how  sadly  1  am  disappointed  in  not  having 
recieved  one  line  from  Morristown  since  you  left.  After  Mary’s  line 
promises  to  write  me  every  night  from  the  time  we  parted  until  she 
should  arrive  at  Morristown  not  one  line  have  l  recieved,  except  a 
shoit  note  from  Robert,  from  which  1  gather  that  she  lei t  Roslyn 
much  earlier  than  she  expected,  and  that  you  could  not  have  seen 
her  in  N.York.  1  trust  that  no  trouble  occurred  between  her  and 
them,  while  she  was  there.  He  says  “You  did  not  send  my  Books  as 
I  expected’’, 

We  are  having  cold  weather.  Elizabeth3  not  yet  arrived,  and  today 
1  have  hired  a  respectable  Scotch  girl  from  Goderich!  1  think  she 
will  make  a  good  girl.  She  is  raw,  but  respectful  and  obedient. 

1  am  really  glad  that  Mr.  Baker  called  on  Mrs.  McCoskry.'  She 
was  here  yesterday  and  seemed  very  much  pleased  with  the  visit. 
Asked  me  if  I  knew  that  he  and  she  claimed  Consulship?  Spoke  ex- 
a  1 1 eel ly  of  his  Mother,  etc.  How  sweet  to  live  under  an  imblotted, 
transmitted  name!  which  unsullied  is  likely  to  be  handed  to  his 
blessed  name,  may  Loo  and  William  be  found  among  the  honored, 
when  they  from  whom  they  derived  the  rich  inheritance  better  than 
precious  Ointment,  are  rejoicing  in  a  blissful  immortality. 

Now  let  me,  dear  Son,  give  you  a  rich  feast  of  fun.  In  reading  over 
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my  letter  1  find  Mdme.  Mary  instead  of  yourself  addressed.  1  felt 

put  out  with  her  for  not  having  written  to  me  and  1  suppose  got  her 
fixed  in  my  mind. 

I  he  Bishops  house  is  “Mary’s  permanent  home,  she  only  goes 
with  Mr.  Stanton  lor  a  few  weeks.”  I  am  delightfully  surprized  and 
yet  sorrowful  by  reviewing  your  and  Mary’s  truly  acceptable  letters. 
1  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  to  my  wants.  And  dear  Bessie 
carried  her  indisposition  to  Morristown?!  Dear  child,  she.  is  and  even 
has  been,  very  frail.  I  am  glad  she  took  the  journey,  and  believe  that 
she  will  be  improved  by  it.  Change  of  air  will  be  her  life,  at  least 
until  she  is  i8  or  eo  years  ol  age,  and  our  precious  Eliza  came  and 
went  uninjured,  for  which  I  am  thankful.  But  sad  to  think  while 
I  was  boasting  of  \\  illie  s  vigor,  poor  Mary  was  keeping  her  lonely 
watch  beside  his  sick  Bed.  I  am  rejoiced  and  truly  thankful  that 
again  he  plays  on  the  floor  and  is  cheerful.  But  our  blessed  little 
sufferer  has  again  had  an  Attack!  Poor  Mary  will  think  that  she  must 
never  go  from  home  again.  Well  it  is  cheering  to  know  that  we  fill 
one  of  Earth’s  vacancies,  from  which  we  are  sensibly  missed,  but  Oh 
how  sad  to  feel  that  we  arc  cumberers  of  the  ground! 

I  am  tiuly  happy  to  learn  that  Mary  is  going  to  spend  a  season 
with  her  friend,  Amy  Jay,  I  take  it  from  her  letters  that  she  is  a  sweet, 
interesting  Christian  companion  for  Mary.  One  who  will  be  a  kin- 
d  i  cd  Spn  i  t  with  Mary,  both  m  piety  and  ini  el  1  lgcnce,  and  of  con  rse, 
in  that  family ,  will  be  found  some  of  the  old  time  refined  views  of 
society  and  manners,  a  little  of  which  is  still  hanging  in  or  around 
Society.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  of  your  Sister’s  Sickness,  I 
trust  that  her  visit  North  may  resuscitate  her.  How  happy  1  am  that 
Eliza  and  her  cousins  are  to  be  educated  together,  that  they  may 
learn  to  love  one  an  other;  and  where  is  my  bright  beaming  affection¬ 
ate  benevolent  little,— her  Brother,  who  was  so  affectionately  atten¬ 
tive  to  our  little  lonely  Sufferer? 

Please  remember  me  in  much  love  to  your  Sister  and  her  two  dear 
children.  Is  the  Son  named  Clement?  My  love  to  Mary,  tell  her  1  will 
write  her  later  in  the  week.  How  I  wish  I  could  sit  down  and  talk 
with  her,  this  I  suppose  will  never  again  occur.  Well,  the  end  must 
come.  Oh  that  we  may  both  so  live,  that  when  the  Mandate  come, 
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we  may  he  rejoiced  and  not  terrified  at  our  great,  our  momentous 
call.  1  know  that  Earth  has  no  sorrow  which  Heaven  cannot  heal. 
May  we  all  fully  realize  where  alone  our  happiness  is  to  be  looked 
for. 

My  affectionate  regards  to  Miss  McKid,  I  thank  her  lor  her  kind 
attention  in  having  written  me  while  the  children  were  here,  but 
1  have  not  yet  found  the  opportunity  to  write  to  her.  1  cannot  tell 
you  how  many  days  1  have  had  this  sheet  on  hand.  A  kiss  and  much 
love  to  each  of  my  tenderly  loved  children  whom  I  daily  find  entwin¬ 
ing  themselves  more  closely  around  my  heart.  Love  to  R.  Stuart 
Turner.  May  he  be  prospered  in  all  his  way,  and  honor  his  father  by 
coming  out  deservedly  with  an  honorable  "A/.  D. 

Ever  your  attached  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

>  I-.ldcr  Francis  Asbury  Blades,  minister  of  the  First  Methodist  Church. 

-  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  who  was  living  at  Roslyn,  L.I. 

:i  Kli/abeth  was  Mrs.  Stuart's  maid.  Her  home  was  in  Goderich. 

4  Samuel  Allen  McCoskry  was  the  first  Episcopal  Bishop  of  Michigan  from  1836 
until  he  was  deposed  in  1878. 


Detroit,  Aug.  3 1  st,  1858. 

Dear  Son 

1  needed  not  your  truly  acceptable  favor  of  27th  ins.  to  remind  me 
of  my  delinquency  to  Mary.  Ever  since  1  recieved  her  letter,  day 
after  day,  1  have  said  Tomorrow  1  must  write  to  Mary,  the  Morrow 
would  come  and  bring  the  same  indolence  which  1  try  10  make  my¬ 
self  believe  is  physical  inability.  At  any  rate  ever  since  you  left  me, 
such  a  distressing  weakness  has  so  completely  possessed  me  that  1  am 
totally  incapable  of  thinking  or  writing.  The  weather  has  been  truly 
very  trying  on  the  lame,  and  the  halt  and  the  imbecile. 

Dear  precious  little  Clement,1  to  suffer  with  Fever  and  ague!  1  am 
glad  that  those  two  dear  children  have  your  comfortable  happy  home 
to  rest  in.  And  my  selfish  heart  says,  what  a  comfort,  what  an  advan¬ 
tage  to  our  dear  Looly.  I  fret  a  good  deal  about  him.  I  am  at t aid  that 
his  being  so  constantly  on  the  Bed,  and  sitting  doubled  up  as  he  does 
in  the  chair,  will  utterly  deform  him.  Oh  let  11s  make  it  a  special 
object  of  prayer,  That  we  may  be  taught  how  to  manage  him,  that 
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lie  at  least  may  he  able  to  help  himself,  and  no  longci  live  as  lie  now 
does  his  mind  as  well  as  his  body  will  dwindle.  1  have  seen  many 
as  he  is,  and  all  say-,  just  as  soon  as  they  could  move  I ree  ol  pam,  they 
exercised,  and  none  of  them  are  what  1  should  call  had  delormities. 

It  happens  Mai  Appropos,  that  Mary- should  he  absent  while  her 
cousin  is  here.  Tomorrow  however  they  will  he  together.  Thank  you 
lor  the  Tea  which  ai  vd.  two  days  since. 

I  hear  nothing  of  Gotheal,  hut  if  times  are  as  had  in  N.Y.  as  here, 
I  may  not  hear  muc  h  to  benefit  me. 

My  love  to  Mary.  I  will  I  hope  write  her  in  a  few  days,  illness  has 
not  nor  does  not  prevent  as  you  see.  1  am  sorry  I  troubled  you  with 
Robert  s  Books.1  But  il  you  would  get  a  Man  oi  Boy  to  go  to  that 
Boat  with  them,4  or  leave  them  at  43  Sands  St./'  1  le  would  gel  them. 

1  must  stop,  with  much  love  ever 

Your  attached  Mol  her, 

E.  E.  Stuart., 

1  Clement  Walker,  William  C.  Baker's  nephew,  the  son  ol  his  sister,  Eliza  Bukei 
Walker  of  New  Orleans.* 

-  Young  Mary  Baker,  who  was  oil  On  a  \isit  to  her  friend,  Amy  Jay. 

■*  Elizabeth  Stuart’s  son,  Robert,  who  was  living  at  Roslyn,  l,.l. 

1  Communication  from  New  York  to  Roslyn  at  that  lime  was  usiiall)  by  boat. 

"  13  Sands  Street,  Brooklyn  was  the  home  of  the  Thornes-l)r.  R.  V.  W.  I  home  was 
the  husband  of  E.  E.  Stuart’s  sister,  Maria. 


Detroit,  Sept,  i  r, t h ,  1858. 

Dearly  loved  Son 

1  ruly  you  are  kind,  and  from  my  heart  I  thank  you  for  your  atten¬ 
tion  in  again  writing  me,  before  I  acknowledged  reel,  of  your  last 
kind  lavor,  4th  ins.,  previous  to  the  one  reed,  this  morning,  dale 
Sept.  10th.  1  am  always  sad  when  1  hear  of  any  additional  illness 
with  our  precious  Looly.  Oh  that  he  may  find  happiness,  comfort 
and  (il  lor  the  best  sound  health)  in  his  precious  Saviour.  I  some¬ 
times  think  that  perhaps  his  infirmities  arc  laid  upon  him,  to  fit  him 
lor  extensive  usefulness  in  his  Master’s  service  since  to  our  eye  and 
judgement  he  seemed  in  every  way  endowed  to  make  a  bright  orna¬ 
ment  in  the  world’s  Society— fine  talents,  beautiful  expressive  face, 
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.md  handsome  lorin— our  wicked  heart  would  have  educated  him 
to  hll  one  ol  Earth's  high  stations!  1 1  is  and  our  Father  loved  him 
better  than  we,  and  breathed  upon  our  bubble,  and  1  believe  is 
litting  him  for  higher  and  holier  places. 

Oh  Son,  we  have  had  a  week  of  such  thrilling,  heart  st  in  ing  scenes, 
as  I  never  expected  to  witness.  1  could  not  dare  to  describe  it,  but 
1  can  say  of  Earth  as  Paul  sings  of  Heaven,  Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor 
ear  heard,  nor  has  it  entered  into  the  heart  man  to  concieve  such 
things  as  we  have  been  favored  to  pass  through!  Such  prayers!  Such 
appeals!  and  each  in  turn  seem  to  suppass  the  other.  Oh  you  have 
never,  never  heard  Mr.  Duflicld.  Whenever  he  spoke  all  were  en¬ 
chained,  silence  of  the  grace  marked  the  depth  ol  feeling  which 
pervaded  the  dense  throng  that  clustered  in  the  Churches  trom  the 
opening  to  the  close  ol  the  exercises  every  day,  i.e.,  Early  1'. Meeting1 
from  8  to  (j,  From  14  to  A.M.  to  14  12  P.M.  and  from  14  7  to  14  past  <) 
P.M.  Fifteen  Hundred  Strangers  were  accommodated  by  our  Citi¬ 
zens  of  all  denominations,  and  1  can  only  say  in  Bible  Language, 

‘  it  has  been  a  least  of  fat  things,  of  Wine  on  the  Lees,  ol  Wine  well 
refined.”  I  envy  every  one  who  had  heart,  talent,  education  enough 
to  drink  in  deeply  all  the  Heavenly  truths  there  brought  forward  in 
the  happiest,  purest,  most  elegant  manner.  I  he  Platform,  covered 
with  Christ’s  Noblemen,  Returned  Missionaries,  Ministers  and  all 
the  Foreign  Board,  would  have  delighted  a  heart  ol  stone,  such 
gosjfcl  dignity,  and  never  for  one  moment  by  any  one  ol  them  ever 
put  aside.  The  same  quiet  Heavenly  Spirit  marked  the  exercises,  as 
has  in  so  peculiar  a  manner  characterized  the  whole  ol  this  great 
awakening!  1  am  trespassing  on  your  patience,  "Yet  ceasing  is  such 
sorrow,  I  could  say  farewell  til  it  be  tomorrow.” 

For  their  sakes  I  am  glad  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stites-  are  going  to 
France,  for  yours  and  Mary’s  1  am  really  sorry.  You  will  miss  them, 
they  are  excellent  neighbors.  I  love  them  very  much  and  always  beg 
to  be  remembered  to  them.  1  love  their  tender  delicacy  in  places 
where  but  few  would  have  thought  of  it.  When  I  read  the  part  ol 
your  letter,  the  thought  arose,  Now  if  my  Fuel  were  not  laid  in  I 
would  try  to  rent  this  house  and  take  Mrs.  Stites’. 

1  am  truly  rejoiced  at  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Whclpley,3  1  think 
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with  you  that  lie  will  make  an  upright,  honorable  Guide,  doing  jus¬ 
tice  and  loving  Mercy.  So  tar,  he  has  made  a  good  Soil,  good  hus¬ 
band,  good  kather,  and  an  excellent  member  of  Society,  suc  h  must 
make  a  good  Judge!  1  know  not  whether  he  hopes  he  is  a  Christian. 
My  kind  regards  to  them  all.  With  dear  little  Mrs.  Stevens  and  fam¬ 
ily,  and  all  the  i  aylors.  I  ell  Martina  and  Joe  1  am  looking  lor  them 
every  day.  Weather  most  charmingly  inviting  to  travel.  1  think  it 
strange  that  Mary  has  not  heard  from  Roslyn.  You  know  the  old 
remark,  No  news  is  good  news,  may  it  be  so  in  this  case.  For  my  own 
part,  I  never  hear  only  when  trouble  is  on  the  heart.  May  God’s 
resting  grace  encircle  them  all. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferry  and  Miss  White  came  to  Detroit  direc  t  from 
their  own  door  in  the  Cars,  but  both  Mr.  Ferry  and  mysell  were  too 
full  at  the  “least  of  Tabernacles  to  talk  of  R. Roads,  rents,  or  Faxes. 
1  suppose  now  that  he  is  at  home  he  will  wonder  why  he  said  nothing 
to  me  on  business.  You  know  that  last  March  was  one  year  since  he 
has  ever  said  one  word  on  business  or  of  rents  clue  at  G. Haven. 
“His  Sons  attend  wholly  to  that  business,  it  is  a  very  little  which 
Mr.  Ferry  looks  too.”  They  urged  me  strongly  to  visit  them,  held 
out  strong  inducements  for  me. 

I  am  glad  that  Mary  has  arranged  to  give  the  children  a  farewell 
festival,  in  this  world  of  Rush,  she  must  not  stop  to  think  of  comfort 
or  ease.  \V hatsoever  our  hands  find  to  do  must  be  done  quickly  and 
if  even  a  little  party  can  conduce  to  the  happiness  of  the  young  ones, 
how  happy  to  think  that  she  can  if  only  for  a  few  short  hours,  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  happiness  of  Amy.4 

My  love  to  Miss  Mac  Kid,  to  all  the  precious  children ,  and  to  Miss 
M.  Baker,  Mr.  Stuart  Turner,  and  dear  Clem  and  Sister.  1  know 
how  he  has  comforted  our  sweet  Looly.  Kiss  Master  Willie,  and  tell 
him  notwithstanding  Mother  wishes  to  keep  him  a  Baby,  Grand- 
Mother  hopes  he  will  soon  teach  his  legs  to  move  that  he  may  be 
feet  to  his  precious  Brother  who  loves  him  dearly.  May  I  beg  the 
favor  of  you  to  give  my  best  love  to  Miss  Condit,  and  tell  her  that 
I  know  that  I  atn  indebted  to  her  kind  tho  undeserved  speeches  of 
me  for  a  visit  from  the  deep  interesting  visit  of  Dr.  Barker,  which 
was  not  among  the  least  of  my  heart’s  rich  feast  in  the  past  week. 
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Dear  Son,  to  undertake  any  great  work,  it  is  well  to  familiarize 
the  mind  with  the  thought  and  intention  of  accomplishing  it.  Now 
I  want  you  and  Mary  to  begin  now,  and  talk  and  think  and  deter¬ 
mine,  God  willing,  that  we  will  all  go,  next  October  to  this  same 
great  gathering  in  Philadelphia.  It  is  a  season,  il  like  ours,  on  which 
every  Christian  should  once  open  his  eyes. 

(E.  E.  Stuart) 

1  Prayer  Meeting. 

-  Mr.  K:  Mrs.  Stites  were  Morristown  neighbors  of  the  Bakers. 

;I  Kdwaiil  W.  Whelplcy,  of  Morristown,  N.J.  who  was  appointed  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  N.J.  in  1858. 

1  Amy  Jay— Mary  Baker’s  young  friend. 


Detroit,  October  .ph,  1858. 

My  very  dear  Son 

I  low  kind  and  how  exactly  like  your  unchanging  attent ion  to  me, 
was  your  favor  written  previous  to  your  departure  for  R. Island.  I 
had  become,  as  I  always  do  when  a  little  too  long  a  time  elapses 
tween  your  letters,  troubled.  I  am  thankful  that  all  goes  on  so  hap¬ 
pily,  and  that  dear  Looly  holds  his  own. 

What  delight  to  your  heart  it  must  be  to  see  your  dear  Sisters’  so 
everything  that  you  could  wish.  It  would  have  afforded  your  Father 
great  satisfaction,  could  he  have  seen  these  dear,  well  behaved,  well 
inst  meted,  promising  children.  May  God’s  richest  blessing  rest  upon 
them,  and  their  improvement  be  such  as  will  compensate  their 
Mother  for  the  great  sacrifice  she  lias  made  in  parting  with  them, 
to  be  separated  for  so  long  a  time.  May  their  health  be  preserved, 
and  you  be  made  happy  in  seeing  them  all  that  your  fondest  wishes 
would  have  them. 

I  am  truly  happy  that  Mary  is  so  favored  in  a  companion,  and 
hope  that  they  will  learn  to  love  each  other,  and  the  two  cousins 
learn  to  walk  together  as  Sisters,  in  all  confidence  and  agreed.  Their 
tastes,  their  aims  should  be  one,  they  arc  nearly  connected  by 
stronger  ties  even  than  blood,  and  only  Sisters’  and  only  Brothers’ 
children!  parents  bound  together  by  strong  love,  being  the  all  left, 
of  a  large  and  endeared  family.  Elize1  comes  rightly  by  her  talents, 
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her  GrandMothers’  beside  her  own  Mother’s  ai  c  her  inhei  itance! 

We  have  entered  into,  to  me,  this  solemn  Month  of  Months. - 
This  memorable  day  inclines  my  heart  to  retirement  and  deep  quiet. 
When  1  returned  from  my  very  interesting  prayer  Meeting,  where¬ 
in  heart  I  was  in  company  with  the  inhabitants  ol  both  worlds!  my 
heart  would  reconsecrate  itself  and  all  it  possesses  to  the  precious 
Saviour,  to  whom  1  am  indebted  lor  suc  h  rich,  such  unspeakable 
mercies.  My  whole  life  is  one  replete  with  his  forbearance  and  lov- 

t 

ing  kindness.  Oh  that  all  mine  may  be  1 1  is.  My  heart  is  (died  with 
love  to  jesus. 

Looly  occupys  much  of  my  mind.  My  constant  prayer  is  that  he 
may  be  manilestly  Idled  with  the  Spirit  of  Christ.  1  cannot  but  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  is  one  of  the  Saviour’s  precious,  accepted  sealed  ones. 
Consecrated  before  his  birth.  As  early  as  opportunity  would  permit 
dedicated  to  and  I  believe  sealed  by  Him.  He  is  Christ’s.  Oh  kiss 
him,  tell  him  how  much  1  love  and  pray  for  him. 

My  love  to  Mary,  tell  her  as  soon  as  1  can  I  trill  write  her.  My  love 
to  all  the  children  and  kind  M  iss  Mack  id,  and  to  the  household. 

Mrs.  Brandigce  (elder)  has  just  past  through  on  her  way  to  Mkna 
to  visit  the  invalid  from  whose  wife  (Martina  C.)  1  reed,  a  letter  last 
night.  He  is  very  low,  yet  hoping  to  start  for  St.  Paul!! 

A  kiss  for  my  blessed  little  ones  and  muc  h  love  to  you  from 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

K.E.S. 

Always  much  to  Mrs.  Baker  and  Mrs.  and  Miss  Grillin,  lot  her 
Mother’s  sake.  Dear  Mary,  the  cloth  is  quite  handsome  enough,  and 
1  shall  love  my  Cloak. 

1  Eli/e  Walker  was  the  daughter  of  William  Baker’s  sister,  Eliza  Baket  Walker, 
front  New  Orleans. 

-  Oct.  ],  1853— Kate  Stuart  Baker  died. 

Oct.  1 7,  1 8j.j  Dr.  Turner  and  his  little  daughter  Kate  Stuart  Tut  tier  died. 

Oct.  18,  1853  “Old  Uncle"  David  Stuart  died. 

Oct.  u 7,  1853  John  Stuart  died. 

Oct.  29,  i8|8  Robert  Stuart— Elizabeth  Stuart’s  beloved  husband  died  in  Chicago. 
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Detroit,  Oct.  7th,  1 858. 


Dearest  Mary 

I  never  read  your  letters  lightly  nor  “cushion”  them  until  they  are 
read,  and  because  I  do  not  duly  notice  them,  1  beg  you  will  not  think 
that  their  contents  do  not  interest  me. 

My  dear  Looly  occupies  more  ol  my  thoughts  and  prayers  than  all 
the  others.  1  wish  you  could  be  prevailed  on  to  use  your  influence 
with  Mr.  baker  to  let  him  come  and  spend  the  winter  with  me.  I 
think  the  change  ol  laces,  ol  voices,  ol  air,  scenes,  etc.,  would  all 
cheer  him  and  at  least  help  to  beguile  his  sad  wearisome  life.  Then 
il  he  wishes  he  can  ret  urn,  and  his  dear  patient  Father  will  have  been 
relieved  from  his  post  and  the  whole  change  be  grand.  Mr.  baker 
might  let  him  come  on  with  Lavinia,  and  I  would  send  Francis  down 
as  their  escort.  Isabella  is  a  first  rate  kind  drudge,  my  new  Scotch 
Klizabeth  kind,  tender  hearted  docile.  Neither  my  care  nor  labor 
would  be  a  hair.  Me  would  sleep  in  the  room  with  me,  and  1  would 
be  conscientious  in  seeing  that  he  should  have  cheerful  company. 
Do  let  us  try  the  experiment.  I  would  not  deceive  you  if  I  see  that 
he  droops.  You  should  know  it.  If  it  is  necessary  to  take  him  home 
before  the  appointed  t ime,  1  will  go  with  him.  1  f  you  fear  his  pining 
lor  one  of  the  Sisters,  let  the  one  come  whose  education  would  be 
least  interfered  with,  Eliza  or  Kitty,  or  both. 

1  am  truly  rejoiced  to  hear  of  dear  Willie’s  rude  vulgar  health, 
and  powers  of  digestion.  May  God  bless  him  with  a  sound  mind 
and  Constitution  and  seal  him  now  for  his  own.  Oh  how  I  wish  1 
could  look  in  upon  that  precious  group,  in  whom  1  am  living  my 
life  over  again,  forming  plans,  imagining  their  conversation,  and 
as  your  blessed  Father  used  to  say,  “Martharising”  mentally  altho 
physically  entirely  disabled.  I  only  want  one  or  more  of  those  lit  lie 
ones  around  me  to  make  me  happy. 

1  reed,  a  letter  last  evening  from  Lavinia,  she  was  to  have  left  on 
Monday  for  Ph i la.  where  she  expects  to  spend  the  month  of  October. 
She  writes  very  cheerfully,  and  I  suspect  has  very  happy  times. 

Oh  do  not  condemn  my  Cloth,  1  love  it,  and  without  knowing 
anything  of  its  quality  I  would  rather  have  it  than  the  handsomest 
that  was  ever  imported. 
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My  Mat  got  so  abused  in  Traveling  that  I  must  get  an  other,  can 
you  not  get  me  a  plain  Bomba/ene  one  in  Morristown,  remember 
the  head.  The  Hats  here  all  have  servant  written  on  them,  and  1 
always  leel  in  keeping. 

I  trust  Robert1  wdl  be  all  your  fondest  hopes  would  have  him. 
Carry  him  daily,  yea  hourly  to  Jesus.  Except  the' Lord  build  the 
1  louse,  they  strive  in  vain  who  attempt  to  build  it.  My  love  to  him, 
and  tell  him  that  I  only  ask  that  he  may  be  as  bis  Earlier. 

Dear  M.,  I  cannot  tell  what  lalse  impression  is  on  your  mind  that 
any  Christian  has  ever  tried  to  influence  me  to  squander!  Certainly 
(Porter  Jeremiah)  never  did,  and  if  he  did  he  is  not  N.  School  Pres. 
1  le  is  out  and  out  Congregational.  Again  you  are  wild  in  your  asser¬ 
tion  about  giving.  Your  Father,  when  and  while  he  could,  gave 
double  to  the  cause  of  Cx.2  what  I  ever  have  or  ever  been  able  to  give 
since  his  death.  You  have  a  very  poor  conception  of  my  outlays,  or 
you  would  not  account  my  beneficence  as  largely  as  you  do.  By  rigid 
economy  and  continued  self  denial,  1  thank  my  Cod  that  he  has 
enabled  me  to  do  a  little  lor  his  cause,  who  has  done  so  much  lor  me 
and  Mine. 

Your  money  will  be  safely  and  blessedly  invested  in  the  C.  School 
Board.  1  had  three  ol  their  Missionaries  with  me  last  week,  whose 
station  is  signally  blessed,  and  two  ol  their  daughters,  sweet  young 
gills,  have  been  converted  in  this  great  day,  and  have  given  them¬ 
selves  up  to  the  Board.  But  to  the  Am.  Board  you  know  /  am  in¬ 
debted  for  all  1  ever  had,  have,  or  shall  have.  So  let  us  both  work 
lor  our  hearts  loved  Boards,  and  Jesus  will  be  glorified  and  Souls 
saved!  I  his  and  this  alone  should  be  our  being,  end  and  Aim! 

I  do  not  like  to  hear  a  child  of  R.  Stuart’s  rant  (excuse  me)  about 
property,  Christians’  views,  etc.  I  consider  mysell  God’s  Steward, 
placed  in  possession  of  his  Son’s  goods,  whom  he  promoted  to  a 
higher  and  loftier  place  than  Earth  had  for  him,  and  left  the  labor 
ol  his  life  to  do  good  in  the  manner  in  which  (I  believe)  he,  il  asked 
for  council  will  direct— and  daily  I  pray  for  God’s  Spirit  to  guide 
direct  suggest  every  thought  of  my  heart,  every  word  of  my  life,  and 
so  order  all  concerning  me  as  will  best  please  I  lim.  I  only  ask  perfect 
acquiescence  in  his  Will.  With  this  my  heart’s  desire  being  registered 
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be  I  ore  Jesus,  1  do  not  leav  being  left  to  do  any  very  silly,  no  weak 
thing  whereby  my  good  might  be  evil  spoken  of.  My  days  are  nearly 
numbered,  and  I  have  faith  to  believe  that  if  1  ask  it  nothing  doubt- 
ingtonie  will  be  given  a  sound  Mind,  good  understanding,  that  will 
not  lead  me  into  wild  Fire. 

Much  love  to  Mr.  Baker,  to  all  my  dear  Babies,  and  affectionate 
regards  to  Miss  Mac  Rid.  With  much  love  to  yourself  from 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart. 


Always  love  to  Mrs.  Baker  and  Griffin,  To  all  the  Taylors,  Mrs. 
Stephenson,  Fo  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stites,  to  whom  my  sincere  wishes  for 


a  prosperous  voyage. 

Do  you  write  Mrs.  McCrea?  If  so  will  you  ask  her  if  she  got  my  Let¬ 
ter.  1  fear  she  will  mark  me  for  her  “MarPlot” . 

Mrs.  Biddle  and  Maggie  are  expected  next  week.  Maggie  has  a  fine 
Son,  when  born  weighed  1 lbs.  Tis  thought  that  the  Coin,  will  no 
more  trouble  the  Battle  Field,  but  will  with  her  Father  and  Mother 


settle  in  Phila.  Willie’s  child  is  very  ill  teething  and  life  despaired 
of  (Miss  Ogden’s)  We  having  autumnal  weather,  today  is  cold  and 

dan,P-  Adieu. 


Did  you  read  Mr.  Duffield’s  speech  before  the  Board  about  Adieu 
and  ( food bye? 


1  Robert  Stuart  Turner— Mary  Baker’s  eldest  son. 
-  Christ. 


Detroit,  November .ph,  i  85 8 

My  dearly  loved  Son— 

Your  never  wearying  affectionate  attention  fully  compensates  me 
for  the  want  of  like  attention  from  my  own.  1  only  regret  that  ex¬ 
cessive  weakness  causes  me  to  write  briefly.  Tell  Mary  she  need  not 
think  to  get  rid  of  long  letters,  by  not  writing.  I  do  not  need  Kincaid 
to  talk  about,  for  now  I  am  full— but  my  heart  beats  &  hand  trembles 
&:  I  totter  like  a  drunken  person.  I  have  not  been  outside  the  house 
in  three  weeks,  sometimes  I  am  afraid  that  I  shall  never  again  be 
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wholly  well,  and  now  that  light  begins  to  appeal  1  leel  more  chcer- 
Inl.  Mrs.  MeCrea’s  dead  silence,  taking  no  notice  o!  in)  letters  etc. 
I  eoidd  onl)'  come  to  one  conclusion  that  I  had  unconsciously  di  iven 
Irom  the  family  my  own  dear  Kate’s  valued  Christian  friend.  Not 
being  well  I  sulFercd  it  to  prey  upon  me  until  ii ,  has  been  more  than 
this  crazy  Tabernacle  could  bear.  Our  weather  is  against  me.  1  am 
hoping  when  it  clears,  I  shall  clcur. 

I  rejoice  with  Mary  over  Robert.1  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  ever  lelt 
anxiety  lor  Robert.  1  have  laith  to  believe  that  all  hers  K  all  yours 
are  registered  in  Heaven.  I  believe  that  our  precious  dedicated  Looly 
is  the  Lord’s  &:  living  or  dying  he  is  1 1  is.  Poor  Mary— who  never  knew 
care,  has  had  a  pretty  anxious  summer.  She  will  lie  benelilted,  she 
will  not  be  left  to  mourn  at  67,  over  lost  opportunities,  an  ill  spent 
selfish  life,  “That  life  is  long,  which  has  answered  best,  life’s  end.’’ 
1  am  glad  that  she  has  become  acquainted  with  the  Quit  mans,  now, 
all  yours  have  seen  her  and  she  has  it  in  her  power  ol  being  tendei  ly 
loved  by  your  dear  Sister,  through  her  affectionate  attention  to  her 
dear  children.  We  get  good  by  doing  good  —  1  dare  not  write  any 
more, 

1  wish  1  could  be  in  your  midst,  if  even  to  add  to  your  trouble. 
1  pant  &  my  neck  aches— Yet  1  must  tell  you  a  sweet  dieam  of  Mar¬ 
tini  Brandigee— on  coming  to  Breakfast,  she  seemed  unusually  de¬ 
pressed.  Ol  course,  1  attributed  it  to  her  sorrow  lot  her  husband,  and 
asked  how  she  had  rested.  She  grasped  my  hand  and  hci  lip  quivered 
&  the  tears  started  8c  she  said,  “Oh,  Mrs.  S.,  I  have  had  a  sweet  1  leav- 
enly  vision—  I  could  not  sleep  for  excitement.  Is  it  possible— that 
I  am  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Baker’s  girlhood— In  the  house  where  she 
was  married,  and  her  Mother  here  etc.  I  became  so  wakeful  that  1 
could  not  sleep.  Mrs.  B.  stood  before  me  and  spoke,  but  1  could  not 
answer,  1  could  not  move.’’  I  interrupted  her— “Mrs.  B.,  how  did  she 
appear— Dressed  or  Shrouded?”  “Oh,  Neither,  neither,  Mrs.  Stuart, 
it  was  perfectly  Mrs.  B.,  but  Oh  such  radiance  in  beauty!  Surrounded 
by  a  halo  of  light  she  seemed  shrouded  with  glory.  She  whispered 
‘Martini,  is  it  you?’  I  could  not  speak  &:  she  seemed  to  know  it.— 
All  at  once  she  broke  out  in  her  sweetest  clearest  voice  and  sung  the 
Messenger  Bird— we  used  to  sing  it  together— and  when  she  came  to 
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the  pail  where  1  sung  with  her,  1  could,  not  move  &:  she  knew  ii.” 
(She  told  the  part,  &  I  lorgelting  it,  asked  her  to  write  it  I  will  send 
it  to  you.) 

Kiss  my  blessed  babies.  1  am  glad  Willy  is  vacillated.  It  seems 
hard  that  so  much  Rail  should  shut  me  out  from  Earth’s  most  preci¬ 


ous  I  reasurcs.  May  we  all  have  an  inheritance  where  we  shall  meet 
K  rejoice  through  all  Eternity.  With  much  love,  ever  your  truly 
attached  mother, 

E.E.S. 


1  Rolu-rt  Sin. ii  i  Tm  nor. 


Detroit,  Dec.  2nd,  1858. 

Dear  Son 

Scarcely  are  you  peacefully  at  home  when  it  is  my  province  to  per¬ 
plex  you  with  Dollars  and  Cents!  This  morning  Fisher  called  with 
l  red  Porter,  to  pay  up  his  Mortgage  and  have  it  cancelled.  I  low 
much  should  he  pay  Pi  in.  and  Interest  up  to  this  date? 

I  am  thankful  to  say  that  Willie  is  quite  well,  Bessie  quite  on  the 
sick  list,  dear  Kate  better  yet  feverish  and  complains  of  her  head, 
not  severely,  however. 

I  oday  I  drew  $130,  .ph  dividend  on  Lyell’s  certifi.  Mary  would 
not  draw  hers,  not  knowing  what  arrangements  you  might  have 
made  for  her. 

8th.  Our  hearts  arc  sadened  by  the  reel,  of  your  letter  announcing 
the  startling  death  ol  sweet  little  Annie  Jay,1  and  illness  ol  our  dear 
Mary!-  1  hey  loved  each  other  in  life,  walked  sweetly  together 
agreed;  and  precious  sainted  Annie  now  enjoys  the  bliss  she  was  so 
earnestly  lilting  for,  and  so  fondly  and  often  with  dear  Mary  con¬ 
versed  about.  We  cannot  be  sufficiently  thankful  that  you  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  be  in  N.York  to  remove  dear  M.  and  provide  good  nursing. 
I  fear  that  I  shall  really  be  felt  a  stumbling  block,  were  it  not  for  me, 
now,  you  would  have  your  family  around  you  and  not  have  your 
heart  torn  with  divided  anxiety. 

Our  Willie,  Mary  thinks,  is  in  as  fine  health  and  certainly  as  cheer¬ 
ful  and  playful  as  a  child  can  be,  he  is  now  in  a  high  gale,  and  has 
just  walked  from  the  folding  doors  to  the  Lounge.  Eannie'1  is  a  very 
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sick  child,  Dr.  Stuart  attending.  She  has  a  Blister  on  a  Flaxseed  poul¬ 
tice  over  the  whole  of  her  back  and  Breast.  Dr.  thinks  she  lias  con¬ 
gestion  of  the  Lungs  with  much  inflammation. 

Until  today,  our  weather  has  worn  the  same  gloomy,  chilly  aspect 
as  when  you  were  with  us,  we  are  hoping  for  a  pleasant  change.  1  am 
disappointed  in  my  remittance  from  Gotheal,  but  it  is  very  slight  to 
what  it  might  be.  Enclosed  please  find  chk.  for  §100,  toward  the 
three  now  due. 

1’oday  I  paid  Mary  your  Ac.  against  me,  and  scarcely  am  I  out  of 
debt,  when  I  must  beg  a  favor.  Will  you  purchase  for  me  a  Silver 
“  Table  Scraper”,  have  it  marked  E.E.S.  to  E.E.S.  and  be  kind 
enough  so  to  arrange  it  as  that  Ellen'  may  recieve  it  a  day  or  two 
before  Christmas. 

I  find  Mary  is  writing,  I  shall  stop.  Please  remember  me  in  much 
love  to  my  blessed  Mary/*  thank  her  for  her  letter,  please  say  that 
I  feel  reproved  for  not  having  made  an  effort  to  write.  1  trust  1  will 
do  so.  Love  to  all  the  children,  my  blessed  Looly  is  not  long  at  a  time 
out  of  my  thoughts.  My  affectionate  regards  to  Miss  Mat  Kid.  With 

much  love  to  you  ever,  Your  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


With  much  love  to  your  Mother,  please  say  to  her  I  hope  to  write 
her  and  tell  her  how  much  1  thank  her  for  her  beautiful  hat  and 
Cloak. 

1  Anna  Maria  Jay  died  Dec.  3,  1858— nearly  1G  years  old. 

-  Mary  Baker,  William  Baker's  daughter. 
a  Fanny  Smart,  daughter  of  John  Stuart  and  Lavinia. 

1  Flizabeth  Emma  Stuart  to  Ellen  Eli/a  Stuart,  her  son  Robert  Stuart  Jr's  wife. 
Mary  Baker,  William  Baker’s  daughter. 


Detroit,  Dec.  28th,  1858. 

Dearest  Mary 

Last  night  and  this  morning  I  have  been  disappointed  in  not  get¬ 
ting  a  line  from  you,  but  infer  that  you  reached  home  salely  and 
that  no  news  is  good  news.  1  am  perfectly  well,  went  to  Chh.  yester¬ 
day,  but  poor  Lavinia  is  quite  unwell,  has  been  so  for  the  most  part 
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ol  the  time  si  1  ice  you  lelt,  but  has  been  obliged  to  give  up,  Iasi  night 
she  look  blue  pill,  and  today  looks  very  sick.  Our  weather  continues 
just  as  ii  was  when  you  were  here. 

On  Saturday  I  reccl.  a  letter  from  Uncle  Thorne,  stating  that  Mrs. 
Treadwell  was  evidently  drawing  near  to  death,  and  that  her  poor 
Son  John  lay  dead  in  the  House  from  congestion  ol  the  brain.  1'hey 
had  not  nor  would  not  inform  her  ol  it !  She  expressed  a  very  earnest 
wish  to  see  l  hide  I  borne,  but  he  was  too  much  of  an  in\  alid  to  >>o 
out  ol  the  house,  had  not  been  to  Chh.  in  live  Sabbaths. 

What  a  rich  blessing  is  a  reliable  Man!  Friends  (1  have  had  a  great 
many  calls  since  you  left)  would  say,  “Any  news  from  Morristown, 
Mrs.  S.?’’  No  but  I  am  sure  I  shall  hear  tonight,  for  if  Mr.  Ik  is  living, 
1  know  he  will  write  immediately  on  their  Arrival,  and  sure  enough 
he  did,  last  night  1  reed,  his  truly  welcome  letter  dated  a j  ins.  And 
surely  if  any  on  Earth  should  exclaim  Praise  the  Lord  Oh  my  soul, 
etc.,  I  am  one,  only  think  of  that  precious  sensible  little  fellow  recog¬ 
nizing  his  home,  and  his  dear  Looly  and  Miss  Mackid!  I  am  sure 
Looly  must  have  delighted  to  see  him  walking.  Oh  may  you  be  an 
unbroken  family,  spared  to  spend  many,  many  happy  returns  of  this 
festive  Season. 

Poor  Sarah  sent  me  for  my  Christmas  a  grand  Marino  Saque 
waded  and  lined  through  with  Silk,  which  I  do  not  mean  to  wear, 
until  if  I  am  permitted  1  go  east  in  the  Spring,  dear  Marion1  a  pair 
of  Lamp  Mills  by  herself,  and  little  Sally1  a  pretty  Book  to  Fannie. 
1  reed,  a  very  pretty  note  from  Betlume.-  Miss  Rock.3  says  that  he 
was  delighted  with  his  Books.  Mrs.  McNight  was  here  last  night  and 
said,  “I  wish  you  would  give  my  love  to  Mrs.  B.  and  tell  her  I  felt 
really  hurt  that  she  did  not  come  to  sec  me,  1  tried  to  get  up  here 
but  was  prevented. 

Scot  called  on  Mrs.  Barney  Campau,  one  of  her  former  pupils, 
“Made  known  her  dire  distress,  and  said  that  she  could  not  exist 
with  Eleanora,  she  was  too  untidy!!  She  wished  Mrs.  C.  would  otdy 
accommodate  her  with  a  nook  in  her  house  until  Miss  Scot  could 
suit  herself  with  quarters.  Mrs.  Campau  consented,  but  her  family 
and  friends  “stirred  up  her  nest’’  so  elfectually  that  she  was  obliged 
to  go  to  Miss  S.  and  take  back  the  permission,  but  sent  her  to  a  board- 
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mg  house  Mrs.  Campau  becoming  security  lor  the  Hoard  ”  There 
she  was  boarding  when  you  left  Det.  Last  week  she  went  to  Mis  C. 
and  told  her  that  she  could  not  live  in  that  house,  children  disturbed 
1  it  1  net  \  es  so  t  en  ibly  t  ha  l  she  was  a  I  ra  id  she  should  lost*  her  senses. 
She  could  not  sit  in  her  loom  because  she  had  no  lire.  Mrs.  Campau 
was  out.  yesterday  to  get  subscribers  to  pay  her  Hoard  lor  the  future, 
among  whom  is  poor  Hekky  Hrooks,  one  of  her  old  pupils,  and  all 
t he  other  pupils  on  whom  they  can  pounce! ! 

Mr.  H.  says  “  1  he  Chk.  for  $mo  in  Mary’s  letter  arv’d.  in  my  ab¬ 
sence”.  lie  understands,  does  he,  that  is  the  first  Sioo  on  the  three 
lor  this  year.  You  have  reed,  yours,  Lavinia  hers  and  Mr.  H.  the 
third. 1  I  hope  when  I  get  Gothcal’s  Chk.  again,  1  shall  be  able  to 
send  to  all  an  other  $  i  oo.  I  have  reed,  the  Cert  if.  from  Porter  of  Tax 
reel.,  Sale  and  LaHrosse  Lot,  in  all  S2.50. 

You  arc  verging  into  your  second  Christmas/’  when  this  will  about 
reach  you,  lor  me  to  all  give  a  kiss  with  my  hearts  fondest  love  and 
wishes,  and  sincere  hope  that  you  will  all  be  as  happy  as  “walking 
in  all  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  blameless"  cad  make  you. 

Ever  your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Marion  and  Sally  Stuart— David’s  children. 

-  Hctlmne  Dullield. 

:1  Miss  Rockwell. 

1  Mi/ahcth  Smart  was  giving  eat  It  of  her  <  hildren  $300.  annually. 

•r,  'l  he  second  Christmas  after  her  marriage  to  William  C.  I.akcr. 


Detroit,  Tan.  r.th,  1 8rm 

Dearest  Son- 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  much  your  kind  affectionate,  polite  atten¬ 
tion  affects  me.  The  thought  of  your  withholding  intelligence  from 
me,  because  I  am  not  prompt  in  acknowledging  your  favors,  I  have 
learned,  form  no  part  of  your  character,  &  is  the  more  gratefully 
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real,  by  me.  When  I  wrote  to  Mary  instead  of  to  yon,  1  thought 
“they  being1  one,  it  is  all  the  same”,  but  1  will  not  let  this  be  the 
understanding,  else,  1  shall  be  left  without  any  intelligence  from 
Mon  istown. 

1  am  truly  delighted  to  hear  of  dear  Willie’s  restored  health,— & 
that  our  dear  Mary1  once  more  moves  a  convalescent  in  the  family 
but  dear  Bessie  TJ— she  is  a  frail  little  plant.  I  trust  that  she  is 
wholly  recovered.—  1  wish  that  a  law  were  past,  that  no  confectionery 
should  ever,  more  than  once  a  year  enter  the  house.  How  thankful 
we  should  all  be  for  dear  Kate’s  robust  health!-11  Poor  little  Fannie1 
is  a  slender  constitution  and  gives  her  Mother  much  anxiety. 

You  say  “We  talk  constantly  of  you,  etc.’’  1  do  not  doubt  it.  1  told 
Mary5  when  she  was  here,  that  1  knew  not  how  she  could  get  along, 
were  it  not  that  she  has  my  infirmities  8c  short  comings  to  talk  about. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  very  hard  Snow  Storm  Sc  1,  being  an  excel¬ 
lent  Barometer  feel  its  effects  severely  in  my  nervus  system.—  Yet 
1  have  so  many  things  to  say  that  I  feel  that  1  must  write.—  I'o//  ate 
so  accustomed  to  think  of,  Sc  talk  of.  Sc  disburse  thousands,  that  your 
cool  remark  of  the  Carpenter’s  work  in  your  contemplated  addi¬ 
tion  to  your  house  startles  me,  S:  brings  me  to  consideral  ion.—  1  fear 
that  either  Mary,5  or  I,  mistake  things.  When  Mary  first  suggested 
my  breaking  up  here,  1  thought  it  was  to  either  board  or  keep 
house  in  Brooklyn,  or  Morristown.  On  consideral  ion,  we  thought  ol 
just  such  a  wing  as  mine0  put  on  your  house,  with  no  more  con¬ 
venience,  nor  I  aixury.  After  some  time  talking  together,  S:  supposing 
that  you,  and  she,  had  settled  all  as  you  thought  best,  8:  l  <piickly 
seeing,  for  me  to  pretend  to  live  as  if  I  kept  house,  would  bring 
interminable  discomfiture,  in  your  department,  k  leave  things  as 
regards  me,  a  little  worse  than  they  are  now,  except  that  I  would  be 
among  my  children,  8c  now  your  letter  telling  me  that  your  addition 
is  going  to  cost  you  $2000!  frightens  me!— 

1  have  thought  it  wrong  that  we  separated  without  all  three  con¬ 
sulting,  &  know  definitely,  what  our  movements  were  for  the  future. 
I  had  no  conversation  with  you,  except  about  the  plan  ol  the  wing,— 
8c  1  only  felt  justifiable  in  spending  on  it  $600.  Then  1  thought  ol  a 
plain  Bedroom— No  water  brought  into  it— this  you  know  1  would 
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not  have  here,  because  it  might  be  subject  to  free/e  etc.—  Mary  com¬ 
pelled  me  to  give  up  every  thought  of  1  louse  keeping  &  1  did  so.  but 
your  letter  has  left  me  so  uncertain  that  I  am  now  more  unsettled, 
than  1  have  ever  been.—  You  say  “The  children  are  all  very  happy 
at  the  thought  of  your  coming  to  live  a  long  side  of  us  etc.”— Now 
this  looks  as  il  you  expected  and  thought,  that  1  too  expected  to  carry 
out  my  original  thought,— which  Mary,  with  my  lull  approbation, 
entirely  changed.— 

Now  will  you  on  rect.  of  this,  write  me  explicitly  what  are  your 
views  &  plans,  regarding  me,  that  1  may  immediately,  make  my  plans, 
or  alter  some  arrangements  that  1  have  already  made,  yet  not  too 
late  to  alter,— but  important,  as  regards  others.  1  must  if  1  decide  on 
housekeeping,  decide  upon  wluu  articles  1  may  need  etc.  etc.— 

I  am  rejoiced  to  learn  that  dear  Looly  takes  an  interest  m  drawing. 
It  will  be  a  great  source  ol  pleasure  to  him.  lie  is  very  dear  to  my 
heart.  8c  everything  that  beguiles  him  into  one  cheerful  hour  is  to 
me  a  subject  of  thanksgiving.—  J  am  truly  happy  that  his  health  is 
comfortable.  Dear  Eliza  must  have  a  talent  (or  drawing. —  Looly 
seems  to  be  her  mate.—  You  must  have  had  a  truly  joyous  Christmas. 
My  love  to  dear  Bessie.  1  ell  her  1  hope  that  she  and  her  cousin  will 
love  as  sisters.—  Dear  children,  I  am  glad  that  you  were  in  their 
midst  on  that  festive  season.— Will  your  Sister7  visit  you?  You  &  Mary 
can  enter  into  all  her  sorrowing  feelings,  having  “been  touched  in 
1  ike  manner”.— 

My  love  to  Miss  McKid,  wishes  for  many  happy  returns  of  this 
joyous  season,  &  as  soon  as  I  can  I  will  write  to  her.—  Love  to  Mary. 

1  ell  her  not  to  wait  lor  a  convenient  season,  but  write  to  me  always 
on  a  certain  clay,  Sc  then  il  will  not  ever  be  a  task  thought  of  8c 
dreaded.— 

Robert8  thanks  for  the  ‘‘elegant  Fish  Knife!  Sc  by  its  elegance,  he 
knows  that  Baker  bought  it,  8;  Ball  &  Blacks  name  was  on  the  card”.— 
‘  Ellen0  litis  gone  to  N.  York  to  spend  four  or  five  days— Where  her 
Mother  has  been  for  the  last  week,  8c  left  poor  Mr.  Cairns  alone  to 
the  mercy  of  Servants.  While  Nell10  was  home  she  cooked  for  him, 
8c  always  saw  him  at  least  twice  a  day.”— 

May  I  beg  the  favor  of  you,  to  pay  Randolph’s  Bill  for  me.  I  en- 
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c  lose  Chk.  made  in  Mary’s  name.—  When  I  thought  that  her  Fable 
Scraper  had  failed— I  had  this  Chk.  prepared  to  send  her  on  Christ¬ 
mas.—  Before  Francis  returned  front  Bank  Doty’s  man  was  here 
with  the  Scraper.  Of  course  I  was  obliged  to  take  it  as  lie  had  sent 
expressly  for  it.—  Mary  asks  what  he  charges.—  llis  A/c  is  not  rend¬ 
ered.  I.avinia  reed,  it  from  the  Man  &  she  says  she  thinks  $17.—  May 
1  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  pay  the  enclosed  Bill  to  Randolph,— 11  iv 
what  is  left  give  to  Mary,  which  with  the  Scraper,  carries  out  my 
original  thought  when  1  drew  the  Chk. 

My  heart  is  gladcned  by  your  report  of  R.  Turner.—  We  all  owe 
you  our  hearts’  thanksgiving,  for  had  it  not  been  for  you,  neither 
Mary  nor  I,  would  have  thought  of  his  studying  Medicine,  fearing 
that  his  health  would  suffer  from  the  exposure.— 

Dr.  Pitcher  has  just  left— tells  me  that  Mrs.  Kearsley  died  an  hour 
since.— 

It  is  so  dark,  that  I  can  scarcely  see  to  write.  My  love  to  you— &  tell 
every  one  of  my  tenderly  loved  children,  that  I  hope  that  they  may 
all  be  very  happy— through  this  whole  year— 8c  believe  me  ever 

Yours  sincerely  attached  Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

I  William  Baker’s  (laughter  Mary. 

-  Bessie  Turner— Mary  Turner’s  daughter. 

:t  l  ittle  Kate  Stuart  Baker,  the  daughter  of  William  K-  Kate  Baker. 

1  Fanny  Stuart,  the  daughter  of  John  &:  I.avinia  Stuart. 

•r>  Mary  Baker,  the  wife  of  William  Baker. 

«The  small  bedroom  Elizabeth  Stuart  had  added  to  her  Detroit  house  in  1857. 

7  William  Baker’s  sister,  Eliza  Baker  Walker. 

s  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  Elizabeth  Stuart’s  son. 

!'  Ellen  Cairns  Stuart,  Robert’s  wife.  She  was  often  tailed  “Nell.” 

i"  Mr.  Cairns  was  her  father.  Elizabeth  Stuart’s  standards  were  rigid— a  husband 
should  not  be  left  alone  with  servants!  Even  for  a  few  days. 

II  Randolph  was  Mrs.  Stuart’s  stationery  shop  in  New  York. 


Detroit,  January  13th,  1859. 

My  truly  loved  Son 

What  a  truth,  “What  thy  hands  find  to  do,  do  quickly.”  When 
I  last  wrote,  one  of  my  lazy,  procrastinating  fits  came  over  me,  and  I 
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onl)  wrote  what  ihen  seemed  to  me  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  and 
was  very  rude  in  not  answering  your  kind  favor  of  Dec.  •>  isl.  “I  low 
early  in  the  Spring  do  you  think  you  will  come  down?”  1  hope  to 
leave  here  y6th  April,  this  will  give  Mrs.  Mcknight1  lime  to  be¬ 
set  lied  by  1  si  May. 

I  leal  tout  you  will  not  be  satisfied  with  the  anticipated  tenants. 
Kents  have  fallen  astonishingly,  lew  seemed  to  want  such  a  place  as 
ours.  1'he  signs  to  me  were  that  the  place  would  be  shut  up,  which 
1  knew  would  be  dreadful  for  Brick  walls.  I  knew  that  if  1  sent  the 
furniture  to  Auction,  that  it  would  scarcely  pay  cartage,  Auction¬ 
eer  s  Commission,  etc.  I  spoke  ol  Shoo  to  one  or  two,  and  they  seemed 
frightened,  and  then  they  had  their  own  furniture.  Now  Mcknight 
wanted  it  at  §500  per  A11.  No  children,  no  run  ol  company,  only 
lour  in  family,  and  I  believe  will  pay  punctually.  1  have  not  yet  got 
the  agreement  drawn  out.  G.  Porter  only  waits  to  know  the  terms. 
Mcknight  wanted  a  lease.  1  gave  them  a  kind  of  promise  ol  two 
years,  il  they  expect  it,  I  shall  give  it  for  two  years,  if  they  care  not, 
1  will  only  let  it  for  one. 

I  am  delighted  to  learn  that  our  dear  Looly  has  a  taste  for  drawing 
and  painting,  it  is  equal  to  a  companion  of  refined  taste.  Sometimes 
I  1  h  ink  t  hat  he  is  to  recover,  and  be  till  that  our  loudest  wishes  would 
have  him;  that  these  years  of  mental  and  physical  anguish  will  fit 
him  lor  the  elevated  Christian  walk  of  life  and  to  shine  a  brie-fit  Star 

n 

in  Heaven!  The  blessed  Boy,  how  often  1  have  thought  that  I  hope 
1  may  be  able  to  attach  him  to  me  and  my  quarters,  it  will  at  least 
be  a  change  for  him. 

I  am  afraid  and  doubtful  about  the  leaving  the  business  wit h  Fred 
Porter.  I  believe  him  strictly  honest,  but  Oh  what  a  huiiy  Burley, 
Paper  losing,  dreamy,  unreliable  man  he  is!  Before  anything  is  done, 
we  must  see  each  other,  and  then  it  will  be  time  enough  to  attend 
to  it.  I  have  put  that  one  Mortgage  in  Tickler.  Wilcox  pd.  3rd  Jan., 
$85.  Bagg  3rd  Jan.  $37.50.  Crane  and  Wesson,  $ir,o.  iyth  ins.  I  fear 
that  Baptiste  is  going  to  be  a  troublesome  customer,  his  interest  was 
due  on  the  8th,  he  had  made  a  mistake,  thought  it  was  1  yth,  call,  and 
you  shall  have  it.  Francis  called  but  could  not  find  him,  called  in  the 
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evening  ancl  lie  would  call  on  Mrs.  S.  and  pay  her.”  Last  eve.  he 
tailed  with  ftyr,.  promises  that  the  last  of  next  week  he  will  bring 
the  other.  I  hear  nothing  irom  Barrel,  Nor  Peters,  Nor  Patton,  No 
I  ray.  I  tear  Peters  and  Patou  are  playing  into  I  Iyde  and  Co.’s  hand. 
1  hey  have  a  Mortgage  on  Pat.  1  louse  and  I  fear  on  the  Smith  houses, 
.uul  1  am  going  to  see  Peters  to  see  if  they  have  a  Mortgage  on  their 
1  lou  ses,  il  so,  that  I  lear  will  give  them  possession  of  the  property. 

And  now  to  your  kind  favor  of  i  ith  ins.  recieved  this  morning, 
and  am  relieved  by  explanations,  etc.  1  am  glad  that  you  and  Mary 
went  to  Brooklyn,  and  that  you  influenced  her,  which  1  am  sure 
you  did,  to  call  on  Thorne  and  Sons,  etc.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  Miss 
Mac  Kid’s  indisposition,  tell  her  with  my  love,  that  it  is  well  for  us 
occasionally  to  be  at  rested  in  our  Work,  we  may  be  comforted  by 
being  taught  that  we  are  filling  up  our  time  in  usefulness,  or  that  we 
are  failing  that.  1  trust  ere  this  that  she  has  recovered. 

Please  give  my  love  to  your  Mother  and  as  soon  as  1  can  1  will 
acknowledge  rcct.  of  her  kind  favor,  but  you  see  by  this  that  1  can¬ 
not  write  but  to  indulgent  minds  who  can  pity  my  infirmities.  I  have 
reed,  a  note  from  Mrs.  Macrea,  poor  Woman,  as  f,  so  she  is  shorten¬ 
ing  her  days  by  unavailable  anxiety.  I  will  enclose  her  letter.  You 
are  doomed  to  have  7  women"  hanging  to  your  skirts  and  praying 
that  they  may  only  go  forward  in  your  name,  or  advice. 

My  best  love  to  lazy  Mary  and  to  my  blessed  children,  to  whom, 
some  ol  these  days  I  mean  to  write.  Mrs.  Kearsley  was  buried  on 
Sunday.  l)r.  P.  thinks  that  her  husband  will  soon  follow,  he  had  her 
body  brought  in  to  his  sick  room,  to  look  at  and  take  leave  of.  Geo. 
Bales  and  Wife  arc  separated  forever,  arrangements  are  being  made 
to  obtain  a  divorce. 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son,  ever 

Your  attached  Mother, 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

1  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Me  Knight,  with  whom  Mrs.  Stuart  was  negotiating  the  lease  for  two 
years  of  her  furnished  house  in  Detroit. 

-  William  Baker  had  daughters,  a  mother  in  law,  a  wife,  R:  a  stepmother. 
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Detroit,  January  17th,  59. 

Very  dear  Son 

It  behooves  me  to  keep  a  letter  on  hand  to  you  all  the  time,  lor 
scarcely  have  I  dispatched  mine  to  the  P.Olfice,  when  something 
occurs  which  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  write  again.  Did  I  in  my 
letter  enclosing  chk.  to  pay  Randolph,  say  that  I  wished  whatever 
was  left  to  pay  to  Mary?  1  lien,  it  will  only  make  her  Christmas  pres¬ 
ent  in  value  about  what  I  meant  it  to  be,  her  “Table  Scraper”  cost 
$14. 

For  Mary’s  benefit.—  Last  night  Mrs.  Jones  gave  a  Party,  400  In¬ 
vitations.  Lavinia  went  and  says  that  it  was  a  perfect  Jam.  Every  room 
in  the  house  thrown  open,  even  the  3rd  Story,  3  were  occupied  as 
refreshment  rooms,  everything  in  the  most  elegant  and  splendid 
manner.  Ladies  dresses  elegant  and  expensive  beyond  conception  or 
description.  A  Band  oi  Music  playing  the  whole  evening,  no  danc¬ 
ing.  No  Kerchivels,  no  Bissels,  no  Hunts,  no  Bates.  Kept  up  until 
4  Oclock  A.M.  “because  the  stream  of  Carriages  was  like  N.York, 
never  was  such  a  scene  witnessed  in  Detroit.”  600  and  not  400  invita¬ 
tions  were  issued,  400  were  in  the  House!!  Am  I  not  to  be  envied 
being  an  exempt  from  such  scenes?  I  have  just  heard  that  Sylvester 
Larned  has  become  the  Counsel  for  Mrs.  Bissel!  and  has  sued  Mis. 
Bates!  or  her  friends  for  Mrs.  Bs  letters  to  Geo.  Bates,  which  Miss 
McIntosh,  who  has  read  them  all,  says  “they  are  the  most  shameless, 
impudent  specimens  of  female  impudence  you  ever  saw.”  He  better 
stick  to  Dry  Dock  cases. 

The  trouble  I  find  with  rent  and  Interest  payers  makes  me  imag¬ 
ine  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  right  man  to  attend  to  our  business. 
I  thought  anything  like  a  Man  could  certainly  do  as  1,  having  you  at 
the  helm  to  make  out  Tickler  and  hand  reports  to.  I  am  very,  very 
much  afraid  of  Fred  Porter.  There  is  time  enough  between  this  and 
April  but  it  is  as  well  to  let  the  mind  be  occupied  with  what  will  be 
best.  I  have  thought  of  Mr.  Carpenter.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
would  be  troubled  with  it.  Collecting,  dunning,  etc.  is  not  pleasant 
work.  A  Lawyer  you  cannot  depend  on.  Peters  pays  nothing,  but  is  a 
perfect  nuisance  to  the  Jews,  crowding  his  Marble  around  the  door- 
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way,  and  I  fear  will  drive  the  Jews  away.  The  jew  “will  enter  no 
complaint  against  his  neighbor.” 

Wc  are  all  well,  enjoying  most  delightful  weather.  Please  give  my 
love  to  every  Bee  in  your  Beehive,  and  always  remember  me  to  your 
Mother  and  Mrs.  Gridin.  Ever  believe  me 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

Shall  I  bring  my  Pianno  with  me?  It  is  handsomer  furniture  than 
yours.  1  thought  that  yours  might  be  put  into  the  dining  room, 
where  the  girls  could  practise  without  disturbing  you  early  in  the 
morning,  and  then  when  company  was  in  the  Parlors,  their  Lessons 
could  go  on  with  their  Teacher.  Then  through  the  day  they  would 
have  the  other  to  practise  or  play  upon  and  thus  never  be  intruded 
upon,  nor  intrude.  You  know  this  instrument  is  as  good  as  new, 
having  been  very  little  used. 

You  remember  the  red  chest,  I  suppose  valuable  papers.  Shall 
l  bring  that?  Shall  I  bring  both  Tin  Boxes? 

1  am  told  there  is  a  great  (I  do  not  know  what)  of  Coal  near  Jack- 
son.  Is  that  the  coal  the  Stock  of  which  Mr.  Stuart  got  from  Platt? 


Detroit,  January  29th,  1859 

My  dear  Son— 

Ere  you  recieve  this,  you  will  have  learned  from  Mary's  letter, 
mailed  this  morning,  how  unstable  are  my  decissions.  1  trust  that 
you  will  have  seen  it;  in  time  to  prevent  your  doing  anything  with 
an  eye  to  my  being  for  the  present  located  there.  As  time  draws  near, 
to  begin  preparations,  many,  many  thoughts  arise,  to  deter  me  from 
taking  up  my  permanent  residence  there.—  I  am  surprized  that  we 
neither  of  us  remembered  my  asthmatic  affection  in  Morristown! 
This,  and  some  other  reasons,  cause  me  to  stop  and  consider.—  1  have 
written  all  to  Mary.—  I  consider  it  great  kindness,  for  you  to  be  will¬ 
ing  to  do  for  me,  as  you  have  shown  yourself.—  A  residence  in  Brook¬ 
lyn,  will  be  better  for  all.—  Then  Mary  will  be  drawn  into  fresh  air, 
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t h.ingc  cic.  which  she  needs. —  1  he  dear  girls  have  a  home  in  their 
vacations,  etc.— 

II  you  think  it  sale,  I  would  rather  leave  the  large  Tin  Box,  in 
Bank.  1  notice  what  you  say  ol  Piano,  all  well. —  Von  do  not  say 
what  l  shall  do  with  Keel  I  milk  ol  Papers. — •  You  know  more  ol  it 
than  1  do.  All  will  be  in  time  for  you  to  think  of.—  1  am  glad  that 
Mary  visited  her  Army  friends  in  N.  York,  & -dined  with  your 
Mother.  She  needs  these  little  changes— I  thought  of  the  Coal  Mine, 
just  as  you  speak.  1  Icar  that  through  my  indecission  you  have  been 
led,  perhaps  to  injure  the  appearance  of  your  house,  &  spend  money 
upon  it,  which  will  not  add  to  its  value,  should  you  wish  to  sell  it — 
Co  or  not  go— I  hold  to  my  bargain— to  pay  $(>oo.  toward  the  wing- 
all  this,  we  can  talk  over  il  we  live  to  meet.— 

I  trust  that  you  will  not  come  to  Mich,  to  escort  me.—  You  know 
I  have  three  or  lour  times  made  the  journey  alone  except  a  servant.— 
Now  my  prospect  is  to  have  Lavinia  Sc  John:  the  former  remains  on 
purpose,  her  Sister  leaves  Bullalo  for  New  York  on  Monday.  Sarah 
is  anxious  to  have  me  visit  them,  before  1  leave.  1  think  1  will  try  to 
do  so.—  The  prospect  is  that  I  shall  never  again  visit  the  West,  R: 
I  should  like  to  see  once  more  my  poor  Dave,  to  judge  for  myself  ol 
this  great  improvement  in  him  which  1  hear  spoken  ol  by  everybody. 
And  I  am  under  promise  since  last  summer  to  visit  Mr.  Ferry. 

With  much  love  to  Mary  R:  my  blessed  children,  always  your  loved 

Mother  and  Mrs.  Grillin,— my  heart’s  warmest  to  you  from  your 

sincerely  attached  T,  ^  „ 

E.E.S. 

Mas  there  been  sent  to  you  an  obit,  of  Jessie  Cairns?1  I  reed,  one 
yesterday. 

1  Jessie  Cairns  Willis,  wile  of  Richard  S.  Willis,  sistei  of  lilleu  Cairns  Stuart,  died 
of  puerperal  fever  April  g,  1858,  aged  38  Years. 


Detroit,  February  7,  1859 

Dearest  Mary,— 

It  is  Bible  truth  “A  conscience  void  of  offence  to  Cod  R:  man”  is 
ol  inestimable  value  8c  by  your  harping  so  long  on  that  “Lazy”  string, 
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I  shall  certainly  believe,  that.  1  struck  the  nail  in  the  right  place.— 

I  never  could  lor  one  moment  have  accused  you  of  j)h\\inil  Lazi¬ 
ness,  hut  when  we  only  do  certain  things,  lor  example  write  letters, 
when  “We  leel  like  it”  and  wait  lor  a  spirit  to  move  ns,  which  ad¬ 
monishes  so  seldom,  that  our  letters  are  very  scarce— &  then,  when 
head,  hands  R;  heart  are  bounded  on  all  sides  by  Meazlesl— Center, 
by  sick  husband!— etc.— we  get  smart  caustic,  mdaz.y  letters,  are  we 
not  lazy?  1  hat  we  do  not  write,  when  all  are  well?  Judge  Ye!  But 
your  busy  industrious  brain,  is  too  smart  lor  me.—  You  know  1 
always  admit  that!  Your  last  manifestation,  speaks  everything  but 
lazy,  &  now  for  that  offensive  charge  1  beg  forgiveness  R:  to  shew  that 
your  industrious  fit  is  st  ill  on  you,  You  must  send  me  a  Commentary 
on  your  favor  of  Feb.  i>.  1  was  afraid  that  Mr.  B.  was  sick,  not  having 
heard  from  him.  You  write  so  ambiguously  that  l  cannot  understand 
your  meaning— only  1  think  that  you  are  looking  over  some  Moun¬ 
tain  for  something,  which  is  as  clear  as  day.—  II  1  have  by  any  re¬ 
marks  led  Mr.  Ik  into  mistakes,  1  am  grieved.  You  must  pray  to  be 
saved  from  evil  surmizings!  You  must  remember,  while  you  were 
here  you,  R:  I,  alone  talked  over  matters  R:  things.—  Now,  when  alone, 
at  night— none  with  whom  to  consult,  a  thousand  things  come  to  the 
mind,  that  will  cast  fear  R:  gloom  over  it. 

For  the  last  three  or  four  weeks,  1  have  been  very  weak,  nervus,  R: 
I  frankly  confess,  that  1  shrunk,  from  the  thought  of  adding  to  your 
already  arduous  cares.  Among  my  terrors,  not  the  least  Asthma  came 
to  me.  I  thought,  I  might  try  Brooklyn,  R:  then,  we  would  be  so  near, 
that  I  could  see  you  R:  your  family,  without  dragging  you  away  to 
Detroit,  where  1  have  no  ties  but  the  Cemetery  which  is  clear  to  my 
heart,— and  could  not  have  ch earned  that  Mr.  Ik  could  have  pro¬ 
gressed  in  his  work  as  he  had.—  I  still  think  for  him  for  my  con¬ 
venience  to  have  gone  to  the  great  expense  of  hot  R:  cold  water, 
brought  to  my  room,  R:  other  conveniences,  all  for  me,  R:  perhaps 
only  to  occupy  for  a  Year  or  so,  all  troubled  me,  &  lear  came  over 
me.— 

Did  we  not  agree,  that  you  would  try  in  Brooklyn,  to  get  me  such 
Board  as  you  were  willing  to  see  me  have  for  the  summer?  And  as 
for  Asthma,— Where  is  your  friend  Mr.  Gillespie  obliged  to  locate, 
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tliat  his  wife  may  be  near  her  friends?  lie,  as  well  as  she,  hoped  to 
have  settled  in  Morristown.  That  Nurse’s  Brother,  too  whose  inter¬ 
est,  &  family  are  in  Morristown,  he  can  never  spend  ,|S  hours  there 
without  an  attack.  You  say  “Had  you  not  better  come  to  ns?”  The 
alternative  being  Board  in  Brooklyn.  Did  you  not,  when  you  first 
went  down,  try  to  get  Board  for  me  in  Brooklyn,  1,  hoping  that  the 
air  &  change  would  root  out  my  western  Billions  propensity,  keep¬ 
ing  me  always  prepared  for  an  attack  o {something. 

Now  to  your  last  sentence— I  am  really  grieved  that  you  feel  so 
hard  against  poor  little  timid  down  trodden  “Sarah  Adams  that 
was”.  She  is  too  happy  at  the  prospect  of  keeping  house,  to  raise 
either  hand  or  voice  to  dissuade  me  from  going  Bast.— 

Yesterday  I  reed,  a  letter  from  Uncle  Thorne,  informing  me  of 
Mrs.  Underhill’s  death.—1  Poor  Deborah,  my  heart  sympathizes  with 
her,— not  in  the  loss  of  her  Mother,  but  in  her  living  widowhood. 
Still.-  lias  been  with  Aunt  Treadwell  ever  since  her  attack,— then 
with  Mrs.  Underhill,  while  Deborah  was  in  Brooklyn.—  She  &  her 
two  eldest  children  remained  in  Brooklyn,  while  Sullivan  remained 
with  Mr.  &:  Mrs.  Phil.  Underhill  until  she  was  buried,— when  he 
came  home,  made  his  report  and  went  immediately  to  Aunt  'Tread¬ 
wells!  Poor  Deb.  remaining  alone  with  Uncle  Thorne!  Poor  May¬ 
nard’s  father-in-law,  Uncle  T.  says,  cannot  live  long.  —  The  little 
fellow  “stays  every  night  at  Uncle  T’s,  as  he  is  the  only  Man  left 
among  them.’’  Maria  stays  with  her  Mother. 

You  do  not  refer  to  Ellen’s  letter  which  I  sent  you  to  read.  Did 
you  not  ice  that  she  and  her  Mother  went  together  to  see  Mrs. '  1  read- 
well— a  woman  who  determinately  resisted  all  entreaty  of  her  Min¬ 
ister  to  make  her  acquaintance,  and  left  her  husband  alone  in  that 
lonely  place,  Horses  and  Servants  his  only  company.—  Now  1  have 
reed,  a  letter  from  Robert,  wherein  he  says —I  have  been  to  see  Mrs. 
Treadwell.  Dr.  Thorne  says— Robert  has  been  over  alone,  to  see 

A - poor  unhappy  Boy,  I  fear  he  will  not  get  back  into  the  Navy. 

1  feel  like  a  caged  animal,— beating  my  life  out  against  wires,  that 
shut  out  all  hope  of  escape.—  Do  you  remember  a  sweet  little  song 
we  used  to  play  Sc  sing  in  Bethlehem1— “I  have  a  silent  sorrow  here, 
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a  grief,  I'll  ne’er  impart,  it  breaths  no  sigh,  it  sheds  no  tear,  but  it 
consumes  my  heart”. 

Today  I  give  Lavinia  $200.  completing  her  $300.  from  Sept.  1857 
to  18.58.  This  week  I  hope  to  send  to  the  Morristown  Branch  the 
same.—  There  is  an  opportunity  for  her  to  put  it  safely  where  she 
will  get  10  pel.  per  an!  Our  weather  is  mild— and  all  are  well.— 

My  love  to  the  dear  children— always  to  Miss  Mackid.  Whenever 
you  see  Mrs.  Baker  &  Mrs.  Griffin  give  them  much  love.—  I  1 1  ust 
Mr.  Baker  is  well.  My  love  to  him. 

And  now  dear  Mary,  sleep  having  visited  your  Eyelids  four  or  five 
nights  since  your  last  favor— &:  Mea/les  1  trust  all  vanished— &  health, 
with  its  rich  blessings  have  visited  you,  I  shall  look,  for  a  very  pleas¬ 
ant  penitent  letter,  wiping  away  all  evil  surmizings— &  evil  acc  usa¬ 
tions  from  your  mind,  toward  your  weak  blundering,  tho 

Attached  Mother 

Neither  you  nor  Mr.  B.  say  anything  about  the  Piano.  Miss  Shaw  is 
still  in  Detroit  but  has  never  been  near  me  since  you  left— and  not 
one  word  about  her  from  Roslyn  or  Brooklyn!!  Something  rotten 
in  Denmark! ! 

1  Deborah  Rhinelander  Underhill  had  married  Dr.  John  Sullivan  Thorne  Dec. 
18.10. 

-  Dr.  John  Sullivan  Thorne  was  known  in  the  family  as  "Sull”.  lie  was  the  physi- 
( ian  on  whom  they  all  depended  for  advice. 

3  The  Moravian  Seminary  at  Ucthlehem,  l*a.  where  both  Elizabeth  Sullivan  and 
her  daughter,  Mary  Stuart  had  been  students. 


Detroit,  February  8,  1  859 

My  dear  Son— 

This  110  Monday  Mail,  causes  me  a  little  confusion,  our  last  letters 
crost  each  other  &  so  again  today.— 

This  morning  I  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Mary— &  now  this  evening 
your  favor  of  4th  ins.  is  handed  me— but  as  I  am  alone,  Lavinia  hav¬ 
ing  gone  to  Lecture,  1  thought  1  wotdd  at  least  begin  a  letter  to 
you.—  I  wish  that  I  cotdd  see  that  last  letter  of  mine,  to  see  what  in 
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it  caused  such  a  dressing  from  Mary  as  1  real,  &  now  you  say— "1  am 
so  sorry  that  you  arc  not  coming  to  Morristown  Re.  Mary  certainly 
mulct  stood  that  1  was  to  spend  the  summer  in  Brooklyn — 01  some¬ 
where  in  salt  water  inhalation.  She  was  to  lind  lor  me  such  quarters 
as  she  would  approve.  Do  you  not  remember,  we  even  talked  ol  the 
objection  ol  having  to  go  upstairs? 

As  1  began  to  take  inventory  Re.  many  thoughts  came  up,  a  glance 
il  all,  I  either  sent  to  you  or  Mary— too  long  now  to  go  over— but 
lorgoL  the  prompt  measure  Man  I  have  to  deal  with  01  I  might  have 
known  that  the  building  would  be  far  under  way,  before  I  could  get 
there,  to  talk  it  over  all  together. —  When  1  thought  ol  a  small  wing 
such  as  1  am  accustomed  to — R  then  the  after-thought,  presenting  to 
my  mind  literally  an  entire  house— the  expense  attending  to  it  Re 
il  you  should  see  lit  to  sell  it,  R  never  get  pd.  for  your  addition  Rc. 
1  o  tell  you  the  truth,  I  was  troubled— altho  Maty  who  is  much 
smarter  than  I  sees  something,  which  she  seems  to  understand,  but 
1  cannot  conic  at.— 

1  o  business,  R  away  with  my  transplanting!  You  said  that  you 
and  Mary  would  consult,  R  let  me  know  about  the  riant).—  You 
know  that  it  is  important  lor  me  to  know  quickly.—  11  1  take  it,  it 
must  be  packed,  R  got  ready  to  go  down  before  the  1st  April— be¬ 
cause  then  I  am  going  to  clean  House.—  David  has  no  room  for  the 
Red  d  runk.  He  has  no  room  for  his  books,  which  I  have  here,  I 
reserve  the  dark  room  in  the  3rd  Story  of  the  1  louse  R  I  suppose  will 
be  as  safe  a  place  for  the  Red  Trunk  as  any  other. 

1  think  that.  Mary1  had  either  Measles  or  Whooping  cough,  which, 
1  cannot  remember— it  might  only  have  been  in  the  House,  R  we 
were  afraid.  Kept  the  children  separated.  The  thought  occurred  to 
me  also,  that  perhaps  our  dear  Looly  would  be  “ultimately  bene- 
fitted  by  having  the  measles.”  Oh  that  he  might  be  sufficiently  well 
to  get  about  in  the  fresh  air,  R  rejoice  with  the  other  children.— 
I  would  not  murmur  but  1  do  pray,  that  it  may  please  God  to  raise 
him  from  that  wearisome  bed,  R  permit  him  to  be  a  humble,  use  I  id, 
follower  of  Jesus— that  dear  precious  child!  1  always  feel,  that  I,  in 
some  way  am  to  blame,  for  this  sad,  sad  case.— 

1  ligbie  has  taken  verbally  the  house  for  another  year.—  1  am  hav- 
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ing  a  written  agreement  drawn  up.—  He  is  an  exceedingly  i rouble- 
some  ' I'enant— but  prompt  pay.  Most  destructive,  only  he  R:  wile  R: 
Irish  Servant,  and  already  the  abuse  is  shameful.— 

1  sent  you  Ellen's- letter  that  you  R:  Mary  with  her  smartness  might 
see,  how  they  were  living,  8;  give  me  an  opinion— but  not  one  word. 

I  am  so  nervus,  so  incapable  of  thinking— so  disturbed,  that  1  only 
long  for  the  moment  that  will  land  me  in  Morristown— R:  1  know 
that  you  will  approve  my  arrangements.—  Oh,  that  God’s  Spirit 
witnessed  with  my  Spirit  that  1  was  1 1  is — but  never!!  That  fearful 
truth,  rings  in  my  Ears— "The  Sinner  must  be  born  again’”  or  sink 
to  endless  woe!  Were  my  life  hid  with  Christ  in  God,  How  gladly 
would  I  meet  death’s  Mandate,  R:  be  at  peace!  Oh  Son,  I  need  to  be 
near  you— like  poor  dear  Mrs.  McCrea— I  need  your  council  — 1  need 
your  sympathy,  I  need  your  experimental  wisdom.  I  am  so  distracted 
for  the  most  part  of  my  time,  that  1  cannot  pray!!— 

I  have  just  reed,  the  inclosed  from  Madison.—  Pray  look  at  it,  R: 
tell  me  what  to  do.—  I  thought  that  I  had  regularly  paid  all  Taxes 
there.—  Surely  it  were  better  to  lease  all  that  Wisconsin  property 
if  only  for  Taxes.— They  are  determined  both  at  Green  Bay  8:  Madi¬ 
son  to  drive  us  from  it.—  Love  to  Mary  R:  dear  children.—  If  not 
asking  too  much— will  you  write  to  Williamson. 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son,  ever  your 

Attached  Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

1  Mary  Baker,  William  Baker’s  daughter,— a  reference  to  an  illness  she  had  had 
w  hen  visiting  her  grandmother. 

-  1  lien  Cairns  Stuart,  the  wife  of  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  at  Roslyn. 


Detroit,  February  15,  1859 

Dear  Son— 

Your  kind  favor  of  the  12th  ins.  is  just  reed. 

1  am  thankful,  that  the  dear  children  have  recovered.  The  blessed 
Willie  must  be  an  uncommonly  line  constitution.  Mary  never  had 
a  child  walk  as  young  as  he.  I  feared  that  you  were  still  unwell,  by 
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not  hearing  from  you  on  Saturday,  when  I  expected  a  letter  I  mm 
you.  Our  Looly,  I  believe  is  going  to  be  permanently  in  comfortable 
health.  A  strong  robust  boy  we  do  not  expect,  but  will  thank  our 
blessed  Prayer  hearing,  prayer  answering  Father  in  1  leaven  for  even 
measui able  health,  which  will  enable  him  to  help  himsell  &  no 
longer  confined  to  a  Hed.  May  the  Holy  Spirit  for  Jesus  sake,  dwell 
in  his  Soul,  &  make  him  a  useful  member  among  the  servants  of  out 
( iod. 

I  notice  what  you  say  about  the  Piano.  It  is  true  “that  it  is  a  minor 
point  — not  to  a  Mother’s  heart!  1  do  not  like  to  leave  it  to  be 
pounded  out  by  A,  11  &  C— I  cannot  bear  the  thought  of  selling  it— 
and  am  cast  adrift  upon  a  lonely  Desert  since  my  Morristown  home 
is  shut  off. 

1  hope  that  the  letter  I  wrote  is  still  in  existence,  because  my  im¬ 
pression  is  that  it  was  to  prevent  you  lrom  going  to  different  expense 
than  you  would,  were  there  no  prospect  ol  my  going  there.  I  thought 
that  when  1  went  down  we  would  talk  more  understandingly  than 
we  had.  Mary’s  and  my  t.tlk  was  loose.  Nevertheless,  my  hope  &  be¬ 
lief  are  that  my  days  are  to  end  under  your  and  Mary’s  cat  e— when, 
where,  how— time  must  develope.  If  anyone  is  driven  to  live  not 
knowing ol  the  future  I  am  one.  Neither  you  nor  Mary  have  noticed 
the  letter  I  enclosed  to  you,  written  by  Fllen  to  me!  I  have  reed, 
another  of  more  potentious  aspect  than  that.  The  Ladouceur  Lot 
allair  you  &  Mr.  P.  will  settle.  I  am  truly  glad  to  hear  that  Mrs. 
McRea  is  going  to  visit  Morristown.  I  reed,  another  letter  from  her, 
which  l  answered  &  told  her  how  distressed  I  had  been  for  fear  that 
I  had  been  the  cause  ol  her  visit  not  having  been  made  but  have 
heard  nothing  of  her  since.  Now  my  kind  dear  son,  believe  nothing 
you  hear  ol  my  being  sick  until  I  write  myself.  No— No— Prayer 
meetings  never  hurt  me  in  my  life.  The  want  of  them  has,  &  may 
again.  A  heart  diseased,  will  write  its  character  legibly  upon  the  face 
of  (>7  years  &:  they  who  intcrmedleth  not  with  it,  may  call  it  indis¬ 
position  or  Ncrvusness,  by  attending  prayer  Meetings!  You  are  too 
smart  to  believe  such  absurdity. 

Chittenden  has  paid  $250.  C.  A.  Trowbridge  had  pd.  $108.30. 

16th— Mr.  Porter  has  been  here,  he  wished  information,  which 
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I  cannot  give  him  such  as  how  much  has  A.  pd.  &  -b.  etc.  When  you 
kindly  wrote  me  that  you  would  come  in  April  1  shrunk  Ironi  the 
idea  of  again  dragging  you  over  the  disagreeable  journey  and  Mary 
being  lei t,  whieli  she  rebels  against.  Sc  just  at  the  time  when  yom 
out  door  work  needed  your  presence,  but  Mary  must  consent  ii  you 
will  be  so  kind  as  to  come.  1  want  your  counsel— I  want  your  head  — 
and  I  do  not  see  that  /  understand  enough  to  put  Mr.  1\  in  my  place, 
beside,  1  wish  to  know  more  definitely  about  how  I  am  to  be  disposed 
ol.  Mary  says  1  hurt  your  feelings  etc.  about  paying  traveling  ex¬ 
penses  etc.  1  suppose  she  and  you  cannot  feel  that  1  act  “queerl y” 
because  1  do  what  I  think  right.  You  certainly  came  from  Morris¬ 
town  to  wait  on  me  home,  &;  now  I  beg  you  to  come,  to  lix  my  allairs 
so  that  1  need  never  even  think  of  them  any  more.  Will  you  come? 
When  can  you  come  at  your  own  convenience  between  now  &  isl 
April? 

A  Gentleman  is  very  desirous  to  purchase  our  Corner  Lot—  iooft. 
—Oilers  $10,000  down  or  will  give  Mortgage  on  property  10  pet. 
He  wishes  to  build  a  handsome  house  now,  not  expecting  to  sell. 
I  his'  is  leased  to  Mcknight.  I  mention  all  that  you  may  take  every¬ 
thing  into  consideration.  However  all  this  may  be  talked  over  when 
you  come.  I  think  if  we  can  obtain  the  right,  it  will  be  better  to  sell 
any  property  than  keep  it  paying  Taxes. 

17th.  I  have  been  reading  Sheldon  Mcknight’s  lease.1  I  see  that 
we  cannbt  sell.  There  are  many  reasons.  The  place  loses  its  present 
charm,  Space,  Fruit  Frees,  Asparagus  bed— &  gains  the  annoyance 
ol  the  building  going  up,— Dust,— Mortar,— brick.  Any  number  of 
Irish,  their  premises  being  in  a  litter  etc.  Our  Robert,  the  French 
Romanist  to  whom  you  gave  the  $10— lias  at  length  been  caught, 
after  having  swindled  many  others  as  well  as  us.  He  is  in  Hamilton 
fail. 

Please  give  much  love  to  Mary.  I  lere  is  Francis  just  comes  in  from 
the  P.O.  with  a  broad  smile  at  the  thought  of  old  age  recieving 
Valentines,  &  hands  me  two  most  beautiful  ones.  As  they  are  ad¬ 
dressed  in  Mary’s  hand,  l  put  it  down  to  that-cannot  write— one 
1  call  Bessie’s  &:  one  kitty’s?  or  one  Looly’s  &  one  Willie’s.  Thank 
you  my  blessed  children,  a  kiss  for  all  four,  such  beautiful  cheering 
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attention  made  me  sadly  happy.  And  not  one  of  my  blessed  ones  to 
j^et  a  valentine  from  Grandmother  R:  perhaps  the  last  opportunity, 
lor  ever  gladening  their  young  hearts.  “What  thy  hand  lit  ids  to  do 
—do  quickly!  \\  ith  much  love,  my  dear  kind  son,  your  sincerely 
With  love,  your  attached  Mother, 

I ,ove  to  M iss  Mclvid. 


1  I  lie  lease  ol  Mrs.  Smart's  house  at  |  jo  Jefferson  Avenue,  liast,  Detroit. 


Detroit,  February  Kith,  r,n. 

My  dear  Son 

1  lie  Lease  between  McK.1  and  me  is  signed  lor  'Two  Years.  Yet 
il  it  be  lor  the  best,  I  suppose  lor  some  deduction  he  would 
release  it. 


Another  consideration  the  corner  Lot  is  the  handsomest,  of  course 
lie  would  put  a  Stake  on  the  Woodbridge  property.  Would  that 
injure  our  rear  Lots.  Or  would  it  be  well  to  take  $.5000  Cash  and  a 
Mortgage  on  our  property  for  the  other  $5000  for  fi  years.  I  think 
that  he  wishes  to  get  rid  of  that  other  security  which  he  has.  Do  not 
let  what  I  say  weigh  a  Feather.  1  only  lay  all  before  you  that  you  may 
the  more  leisurely  settle  it. 

I  am  waiting  to  hear  from  Gotheal,  when  1  hope  to  send  for  you 

and  Mary  $400.  You  remember  I  got  nothing  from  the  Brick  Store 

the  last,  quarter  and  now  we  are  20  days  this  quarter. 

attached  Mother,  „ 

E. 


‘  The  lease  of  440  Jefferson  Avenue  liast— Mrs.  Stuart’s  home,  leased,  furnished, 
to  Mr.  Sheldon  McKnight  for  two  years. 


Detroit,  February  23,  1959 

Dear  Son,— 

Your  favor  of  19  ins.  reached  me  last  night.  I  thank  you  for  its 
contents,  it  suits  my  views.  L.  Mcknight  was  here  this  morning, 
and  before  he  heard  the  result  he  seemed  sad.  Alter  a  conversation 
with  him,  finding  that  it  would  please  them  to  get  the  house  at  any 
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time,  I  have  decided  to  leave  as  soon  as  I  can  get  things  in  proper 
conditions  to  leave.  When  that  takes  place,  I  will  write  you. 

I  wish  to  see  you  early  that  you  and  Mr.  Pot  ter  may  settle  all.  1  le 
wants  no  inhumation  of  “what  has  been  paid’’  etc.  W.C.B.  is  my 
l  ower.  Mr.  P.  only  does  what  I  have  done  except  relieving  you  from 
sending  Baird’s  and  Astor’s  notes  etc.  &  relieve  delinquencies 
through  Tenants  etc.— 

Poor  Mrs.  McRea’s  heart!  I  know  how  to  suffer  with  her— only 
her  horses  will  yet  yield  to  the  Bit.  1  may  be  thankful,  il  mine  does 
not  put  the  rein  over  me!— I  am  troubled,  &  long  to  get  where  l  can 
talk  with  you.—  1  am  thankful  that  once  mote  your  household  arc 
well.— 

1  enclose  Mr.  Baird’s  letter.  May  I  beg  you  to  do  the  needful?  Our 
weather  is  most  charming,— like  soft  Spring  weather.  1  have  had 
a  very  pleasing  visit  of  a  day  &:  two  nights  with  Mr.  Ferry  gone  to 
Lansing  to  see  about  some  trouble  about  the  lot  at  G. Rapids,  a  pat  t 
of  which  we  own.  I  think  of  going  out  to  pay  them  a  farewell  visit 
before  1  leave  this  part  of  the  Country— and  1  have  pledged  myself 
to  visit  Chan.  Tappans  family  before  I  leave  only  for  one  day.  They 
arc  very  anxious  for  me  to  go  to  Chi.,1  but  I  cannot  do  it.  1  am  too 
nervus  to  think  of  it.—  Only  thinking  of  it  causes  me  to  tremble.— 
Lavinia  sends  affectionate  regards  &:  thanks  for  your  kind  Message. 

Please  remember  me  affectionately  to  Mary,  Miss  Mckid— &  all 
the  dear  children.  1  trust  that  our  dear  Looly,  is  going  to  get  about 
the  I  louse. 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son,  ever  your 

Sincerely  affectionate  mother, 

E.  E.  St  uart 

1  Chicago— where  David  &:  Sarah  Stuart  were  living. 


Detroit,  March  5th,  1859. 

My  very  dear  Son 

It  is  an  usual  thing  for  me  to  have  before  me  two  of  your  letters 
unacknowledged,  it  would  almost  give  contradiction  to  my  oft  re¬ 
peated  remark,  that  when  I  have  not  reed,  a  letter  long  and  anxiously 
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looked  for,  that  it  casts  a  gloom  over  me,  until  your  always  condon¬ 
ing  letter  is  handed  me. 

1  ne vet  should  have  sold  one  loot  of  Land  without  your  entire. 
approbation.  Your  judgement  and  advice  have  been  too  great  a  bless¬ 
ing  lor  ten  years,  for  me  ever  to  set  lightly  by  it.  1  have  ever  been 
subject  to  rule;  and  when  my  head  was  taken,  an  other  was  given 
me,  in  whom  he  had  implicit  confidence,  in  judgement,  in  wisdom, 
uprightness  and  God  fearing.  1  know  that  in  this  head  he  as  well  as  1, 
wholly  implicitly  relied.  It  has  never  failed  me,  and  when  1  ask  coun¬ 
cil,  it  is  not  to  shake  oil  responsibility,  but  to  do  the  best  under 
existing  circumstances,  and  shoulder  all  responsibility.  Your  remark 
about  the  Lease  was  sufficient  lor  me,  but  Mr.  Swain  I  el  t  that 
Mcknight  could  be  brought  to  consent  to  the  change.  He  behaved 
nobly.  lie  wrote  to  his  Son  to  let  “no  inducement  be  sufficient  to 
stand  in  the  way  ol  Mis.  Stuart  s  interest,  what e\'er  she  wishes,  grant 
it.  Only  tell  hci  that  I  have  consulted  C.  G.  I  rowbridgc  and  Alex 
Sibley  and  one  or  two  Detroiters  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
piopeity,  and  all  say  that  it  is  not  near  the  value.  So  that  is  at  rest. 

In  yours  ol  iy— Mr.  Stuart’s  birthday  71  years,— you  say  I  am  glad 
that  G.  1  01  ter,  etc.,  etc.,  I  can  easily  inform  him  ol  whom  and  what 
payments  have  been  made.”  Mr.  1’.  has  nothing  to  do  with  past ,  lie 
only  stands  where  I  did,  but  more  efliciently,  and  less  hurley  hurley. 

I  have  not  yet  handed  any  thing  over  to  him,  nor  shall  not  until  I 
get  some  payments  which  have  run  behind  in  my  own  hands,  as  soon 
as  that  is  accomplished  he  may  begin  with  clear  papers  except  Barret, 
who  does  not  condescend  to  answer  me  one  word,  he  is  running  on 
to  his  third  payment  due.  Yesterday  Van  Baalim  pd.  last  installment 
%5-  011  his  t'cnt,  making  all  paid  to  1st  February.  Batten  pays  noth¬ 
ing,  nor  Peters. 

I  thought  it  disgraceful  for  me  to  think  of  taking  you  from  home, 
and  to  again  go  over  “the  disagreeable  journey  from  Morristown 
here,  especially  as  Lavinia  staid  to  accompany  me,  but  there  is  much 
more  to  go  over  than  sitting  in  the  Cars  and  be  carried  to  Morristown. 
So  dear  patient  Son,  1  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  conic,  and  come 
when  it  best  suits  your  own  conviencc,  that  and  that  alone  must  be 
consulted.  I  am  trying  to  get  things  arranged  so  that  you  shall  not 
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be  unreasonably  detained.  I  leel  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  (hat 
you  and  Mr.  Porter  should  see  each  other,  and  he  more  clearly  un¬ 
derstand  about  matter.',  and  things  than  I  am  capable  ot  giving  him. 

W  hen  1  first  named  25th  April  lor  leas  ing  Det.  I  did  it  with  an 
eye  to  Lavinia  leaving,  also  Mrs.  McK.1  coining  in,  and  l  wished  to 
go  and  see  Mr.  Perry  and  family,  probably  the  last  time  that  1  shall 
ever  visit  or  see  some  of  them.  Lavinia  seems  very  undecided,  so 
that  1  do  not  know  what  her  plans  are.  And  make  my  arrangements 
entirely  to  suit  your  convenience.  The  spring  promises  with  us  to 
open  early.  I  have  nothing  to  detain  me  more  than  sufficient  time 
lor  you  to  rest  after  your  journey. 

Poor  Mrs.  McRea  had  better  husband  her  nervus  system  for  a 
time  when  it  may  be  needed,  she  is  now  expending  it  on  imaginary 
ills.  She  has  nothing  to  fear.  Her  Sons  have  been  carefully  and  re¬ 
ligiously  brought  up,  never  for  any  length  of  time  away  from  her 
supervision,  left  by  a  dying  Christian  Father  in  faith  to  Christ,  who 
will  keep  them.  1  ler  prayers  will  be  answered. 

I  am  t  ired  waiting  for  M r.  Gothcal.  I  thought  that  this  last  quarter 
together  with  that  which  was  not  pd.  in  the  last  payt.  would  about 
yield  what  1  wanted.  I  now  enclose  a  Chk.  for  $400— $200.  for  Mary 
lor  yours"— making  the  $.  annual  $300  for  1858.  You  remcm- 
bei  Mr.  G.  wrote  that  he  could  not  collect  rent  on  Front  St.  Store.3 
My  last  payt.  from  him  was  $166,  some  cents. 

I  am  truly  thankful  that  poor  Mrs.  Mat  R.  has  been  at  your  house, 
and  I  am  sure  vnu  could  cnmlori  her  and  advise  her.  Oh  she  needs  it! 

Foot  Man  seems  doomed  to  he  in  a  Hospital.  What  a  siege  she 
had  while  hefe,  then  the  Measles,  then  sprained  wrist,  and  now,  not 
the  least,  swelled  face  and  neck.  1  trust  that  she  is  well  and  that  all 
once  more  is  right. 

This  morning  in  Prayer  Meeting  was  announced  the  death  of  the 
Son  of  M r.  Holmes,  2  1  years  old  whom  probably  you  have  frequently 
met  in  the  Streets,  a  Lad  on  one  crutch,  lame  from  Hip  disease,  and 
also  of  the  Son  of  a  tenderly  loved  friend  of  mine,  aged  21  years, 
who  about  three  months  since  gladened  the  friends  of  the  family 
in  having  found  a  most  eligible  position  lor  business  in  Montreal, 
with  high  charactered  Christian  People,  whose  hearts  and  confidence 
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lie  had  I  Lilly  gained.  Two  weeks  since  she  brought  a  letter  from  this 
Son  to  read  to  me,  to  shew  how  pleasantly  and  profitable  (religiously) 
he  was  circumstanced.  In  every  respect  he  was  situated  alter  her 


heal  t  s  loudest  wishes.  ( )nly  one  week  since  he  was  taken  wit h  a  ch  ill 
followed  by  fever.  Three  days  since  she  was  telegraphed  that  he  was 
very  ill,  she  immediately  left  for  Montreal  and  arrived  there  just 
three  hours  alter  her  precious,  tenderly  loved,  sweet  Christian  Son 
had  entered  his  heavenly  I  Ionic,  for  he,  last  winter,  as  well  as  George 
Holmes  were  converted  and  united  with  the  Chh.  and  at  once  be¬ 
came  unusually  active,  apparantly  spiritually  Heavenly  minded 
Christians.  'They  were  Teachers  in  the  Sab.  School.  'Tract  distribu¬ 
tors  in  the  Marine4  Hospital  where  they  with  the  Young  Mens 
Christians  Association  met  once  a  week  for  prayer  and  instruc¬ 
tion,  it  has  produced  much  solemnity  ol  thought  throughout  the 
community. 


All  well.  1  am  called  off  by  Company.  Much  love  to  Mary  and  my 
blessed  children.  My  precious  Looly  occupies  much  ol  my  thoughts 
and  prayers.  Please  always  remember  me  in  hearts  warmest  love  to 
your  dear  Mother  and  kindest  regards  to  Mrs.  Grillin  and  Miss 
Mclvid. 

Much  love  to  you  dear  dear  Son 


from  your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 

F/.li.S. 


1  Mrs.  Mcknight,  the  new  tenant  for  j  jo  Jefferson  Avenue. 

-  l.li/abclh  Stuart  gave  §300.  annually  to  the  children  of  her  daughter  kale  linker 
as  well  as  to  Fanny  Stuart,  the  daughter  of  her  son  John  Sinai  t,  anil  to  her  sons  Robert 
and  l)a\  id  Stuart  and  to  her  daughter  Mary  baker. 

:l  123  Front  Street,  New  York  City  had  been  the  home  of  John  Sullivan.  He  had 
died  there. 

1  The  Maiinc  Hospital  in  Detroit  was  opened  Nov.  30,  18.', 7.  It  stood  at  the  corner 
ol  Jcflerson  &  Mt.  Elliott  Avenues  and  was  supported  in  part  by  a  monthly  tax  of 
|  <>v*  per  month  for  each  person  employed  on  hoard  any  registered  \  esse  I,— whi<  h  tax 
was  collected  from  the  captains  of  vessels  before  the  license  was  taken  out  or  renewed. 
On  an  order  from  the  captain  of  such  a  vessel  to  the  collector  of  customs,  any  sailor 
needing  medical  treatment,  who  has  been  sailing  dining  the  three  months  preceding 
his  application  for  admission,  was  entitled  to  the  care  of  the  hospital  and  his  board, 
without  charge.  'Flic  number  of  patients  was  from  15-25,  but  70  could  be  accommo¬ 
dated.  Silas  Farmer,  in  his  llisltny  of  Detroit. 
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Detroit  March  81I1,  1851). 

Dear  Son— 

I  dispatched  a  letter  to  you  on  Saturday  giving  an  account  ol  all 
ni)  doings  up  to  that  day— nothing  new  having  occurred  except  some 
money  being  reed,  1  think  this  of  sufficient  importance  to  give  me 
excuse  lor  at  least  beginning  a  letter— 

I  his  morning  Dr.  Clark  the  personification  of  punctuality,  pd. 
me  .850.—  Stephen  Trowbridge  died  very  suddenly  on  Thursday, 
this  is  my  apology,  for  not  having  dunned  his  Son  Charles  A.  for  the 
$200.  due  on  Saturday.—  This  morning  1  reccl.  from  Golhcal  a  chk. 
lor  $2 .]().—  I  am  called  on  to  subscribe  for  a  new  Baptist  Chh.  which 
is  to  be  built  in  the  place  where  our  Morning  Meetings  are  held.— 
For  nothing  should  1  pray  more  earnestly  (alter  for  grace)  than  for 
sound  judgement! 

I  find  it  very  hard  to  sustain  the  character  of  a  “very  wealthy 
laid)!!!’’— Tell  Mary  that  my  inheritance  “a  portion”  left  me  “by 
Pa”  is  a  heavy  Joke!— I  fear  through  Romcyns,  and  a  person  I  met 
late  (last)  summer  at  Roslyn,  my  reputation  for  a  “very  wealthy 
Lady”  has  preceded  me  in  Brooklyn— for  the  Lady,  whose  letter  I 
enclose,  at  first  only  charged  me  $12.  per  week— &  now  since  (1  sup¬ 
pose)  she  talked  with  Mrs.  Tittuin,  she  thinks  the  Mother  of  that 
immensely  rich  Alan  Robert  Stuart  should  pay  $14.—  If  you  and 
Mary  should  be  in  Brooklyn,  I  wish  you  would  go  &  see  the  Lady— 
there  is  also  an  other  Lady,  who  lives  in  Henry  Street  next  to  the 
Chh.  where  Mr.  I  logarth1  preached.—  I  am  told  also  a  fine  religious 
family— an  English  family.—  If  not  too  much  trouble,  I  would  be 
happy  to  have  your  opinion.  Mary  knows  exactly  what  I  ought  to 
have.—  I  am  a  little  afraid  that  I  am  going  to  be  afraid  at  Night.— 
Francis  can  no  longer  answer  my  gong.— 

Yesterday  Jk  today  1  was  really  sick  from  disappointment  in  not 
rccieving  a  letter  from  you,  and  not  getting  one,  I  hoped  that  you 
might  be  on  your  way— from  circumstances,  too  tedious  to  write, 
I  held  off  handing  my  papers  to  Geo.  Porter  hoping  day  by  day  that 
you  would  be  here,  and  do  all  for  me.—  But  they  occurred!— And 
to  get  rid  of  all  disagreeableness  I  had  to  do  it.—  Mr.  Duffield  came 
in  person  to  pay  to  me  Eleven  Hundred  Dollars,  feeling  “utterly  in- 
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c  apable  ol  a  i  tending  lo  l  he  business — I  re  I  erred  him  to  Mr.  Porter. — 
He  said  that  lie  would  go  home,  &  send  it  by  bethunc.—  belli,  took 
the  Si  mo.  Je  Mi.  1  oiler  told  him  that  he  would  endorse  it  on  the 
bond  K  b.  lelt,  lecjuesting  Mr.  1*.  to  make  out  a  statement  ol  the 

whole.—  This  was  one  reason  why  1  thought  it  best  to  get  rid  of  all 
papers.— 

Your  long  expected  letter  reached  me  last  night  (Sunday)  &  now 
1  am  settled  in  mind.  Dear  Mrs.  McRea!  I  am  glad  that  she  has  been 
with  you.  I  am  very  sure  she  was  made  happy,  &  has  gone  to  N.II. 
mote  composed.  Oh  none  but  a  Mother,  touched  in  like  manner, 
c  an  imagine  the  bitterness  of  same— restless,  sleepless  nights,— &  dis- 
peptic  days,  of  a  Mother  tossed  on  a  sea  ol  anguish,  produced  by  a 
reckless  Son!  She  may  have  hope  yet.—  She.  never  relaxed  her  vigi¬ 
lant  e  o\ ei  hci  Sons!  1  here  is  a  God  in  Heaven,  who  alone  has  power 
lo  subdue  them,  k  bring  them  to  the  right  place!  My  heart  bounds 
udtli  joy  at  the  thought  ol  so  soon  seeing  you,  when  1  too  will  be¬ 
come  cheerful  at  the  oil  being  poured  on  the  tumultuous  waters.— 

Mr.  Porter  seemed  to  think  that  you  would  have  been  here  last 
week.—  In  handing  papers  &c-I  told  him  why  I  did  not  hand  them 
mimed  lately — that  1  would  rather  it  be  done  with,  or  through  you. — 
but  those  to  me,  knotty  points  decided  me,  to  give  them  to  him,  & 
settle  with  both  parties  lligbie  &  Mr.  Dub— 

Mary  had  written  me  that  Miss  Me  Kid  was  going  to  leave!  She 
will  be  a  great  loss— yet  1  hope,  one  can  be  got  to  fill  her  place.— 

1  here  is  a  Scotch  woman  here,  appears  remarkably  well.—  I  should 
not  doubt,  but  that  she  might  be  obtained.—  She  is  about  thii  ty-fivc 
a  widow— appears  smart.—  It  is  two  weeks  since  she  came  from 
(h  derirh,  (where  her  Husband  died)  in  search  of  employment,  was 
‘willing  k  believes  her  sell  cnjmhle,  ol  turning  her  hand  to  any  thing, 
was  willing  il  she  could  not  do  belter  to  go  as  house  Maid.  She  had 
a  brother  who  would  kindly  take  her  and  her  little  daughter,  k 
support  them,  but  this  dependence  she  could  not  stand.”— I  said  to 
her,  I  am  afraid  that  you  have  not  counted  the  cost.  You  say  you 
have  been  a  Housekeeper,  k  had  a  kind  indulgent  Husband  who 
always  kept  you  a  servant  kc.  Yes  Ma’am,  k  we  could  afford  it,  or 
we  never  should  have  done  it  .  He  was  a  baker  in  line  business— was 
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taken  ill,  8c  Years  of  Doctors  Hills  &  business  falling'  oil  brought  us 
to  poverty.  After  lie  was  buried,  1  sought  employment  to  support  my 
lamily,  but  was  unsuccessful.  I  have  now  come  to  the  American  side 
determined  to  find  work.”  She  has  found  it,  8c  her  Brother  is  uoin« 
to  move  to  Detroit,  8c  he  is  to  take  her  little  daughter.  1  his  is  all 
I  tan  tell  you  ol  her.  She  is  pretty,  what  little  I  saw  of  her,  1  liked 
very  much.—  1  should  think  what  l  saw  of  her,  Mary  would  find  her 
in  every  way  pleasant  to  get  along  with.—  She  says,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  way  ol  sewing  that  she  cannot  do,  8c  do  xvell.—  She  is  a  good 
Mamuamakcr  8cc.  1  will  try  to  make  arrangements  for  you  to  meet, 
and  you  can  then  better  Judge,  than  by  anything  I  can  write.— 

Feeling  that  I  shall  never  again  see  Mr.  Ferry.—  I  hope  to  leave 
here  next  Thursday—  i 7— to  pay  him  a  visit,  of  two  or  three  days.— 
Fxpcct  to  be  back  again  Monday  i>  1  st .  When  you  visit  N.  York, 
please  give  my  affectionate  regards  to  Mrs.  Baker  8c  Mrs.  Griffin.  My 
best  love  to  Mary,  to  tell  her  not  to  think  too  gloomily  of  losing  Miss 
McK.  Sufficient  for  the  day  will  her  strength  be— perhaps  Miss  McK. 
may  know  something  of  this  person  of  whom  I  have  written.—  She 
is  a  Mrs.  Newman.— 

Love  to  all  my  tenderly  loved  children.  Tell  them  that  in  heart 
(Hand  Mother  sends  them  all  kisses.— 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son— 

Ever  Your  sincerely  Attached 
Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

Please  remember  most  affectionately  to  Miss  McKid. 

Detroit  March  13,  1859. 

1  Rev.  Willi. im  Hogarth,  Minister  of  The  First  Presbyterian  Churc  h,  Henry  Street, 
•  ill  Clark,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Detroit,  March  91I1,  1859 

Dearest  Mary— 

Your  letter  date  forgotten,  because  burnt  as  soon  as  reed,  which  is 
my  habit  with  all  letters,  the  whole  of  which  I  am  unwilling  to  be 
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"seen  k  read  by  all  men”,  induces  me,  although  hardly  able,  to  write 
Irom  extreme  weakness  which  causes  every  nerve  in  me  to  tremble. 
i\o,  I  am  not  hint,  but  wish  that  J  could  remove  Irom  your  con¬ 
stitution  suspicion,  and  learn  that  when  /  speak,  or  act,  with  my 
children,  upon  so  important  a  step  as  breaking  up  housekeeping, 
and  making  my  last  Earthly  home,— 1  ought  to. stand  above  suspicion, 
-especially  if  any  new  and  important  (to  all)  thought,  should  give 
rise  to  suggestion,  not  to  go  ahead  with  so  important  an  act  as  build¬ 
ing.  to  the  destruction  ol  an  already  handsome  symmetrical  piece  of 
Architecture.  Enough  with  this  until  we  Meet.—  1  am  truly  thankful 
that,  dear  good  transparent  Mrs.  Macrea,  has  enjoyed  your  hospitali¬ 
ties  and  rccicvcd  your  polite  k  affectionate  attention.  Now,  all  is 
right,  &  I  trust  will  be  kept  right.  And  now  once  more  put  forth 
an  effort,  k  let  your  stimulus  be,  that  in  entertaining  Mrs.  Whitc- 
hoin,  you  are  cheering  K:  condoning  the  heart  ol  a  poor  bereaved 
sorrowing  I Vidow—k  let  every  kind  courteous,  sell  denying  act  you 
put  forth,  be  accompanied  with  a  thanksgiving  to  God,  that  1  le  has 
placed  you  in  so  much  more  exalted  position.—  It  is  more  blessed  to 
bestow  than  recieve.  My  blessed  Mary,  none  should  be  more  grateful 
lor  Earthly  blessings  than  you.—  God  has  given  you  as  good  a  hus¬ 
band,  as  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  Woman— this  of  itself,  is  a  world  of 
happiness.—  You  have  one  heart  alone,  to  which  you  may  safely 
confide— your  heart’s  sorrows— joys— inadvertancics,  and  always  meet 
—sympathy— participation,  or  even  reproof— always  desirable  k 
profitable.  Reproof  of  a  friend  is  blessing.—  Now  as  regards  your  loss 
of  Miss  Mclvid,  I  agree  with  you,  to  us  both,  it  seems  irreparable,— 
yet  I  believe  that  you  will  do  very  well.—  Yet  1  must  say,  that  were  I 
Miss  McK.  I  would  much  rather  maintain  my  independence  among 
friends,  than  labor  as  hard,  &  be  felt  a  dependent  upon  a  Sister  in 
law! 

In  Brooklyn,  is  a  widow  of  a  Pres,  clergyman,— who,  through  Mrs. 
Romeyn,  who  has  kindly  interested  herself  in  finding  a  Boarding 
place  for  me.  She  having  a  large  circle  of  friends  there,— Offered  me 
a  Parlor  &:  Bedroom  in  the  first  floor  of  her  House  at  ,*j>  1 1» .  per  week. 
Now  she  writes  me  that  she  wishes  $14. 1  think  this  is  in  consequence 
of  my  having  told  Mrs.  R.  that  1  wished  the  Lady  to  know,  that  the 
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probability  was,  that  I  would  always  at:  some  time  either  have  a  Son 
or  Grandson  or  Grand  daughter,  all  grown  up  persons,— so  that  I 
think  the  change  in  price,  may  have  occurred  from  this.  I  wish  when 
you  can,  you  would  go  8:  see  the  Lady  8c  send  me  your  opinion  of 
Locality,  People,  etc.  I  have  sent  Mr.  B.  her  note  to  me.—  Now  do 
not  fret  about  anything.  Ye  cannot  make  one  hair,  white,  or  black. 
“Commit  thy  ways  to  God,  I  le  will  direct  thy  steps’’  and  then,  how 
sweetly  we  shall  understand,  and  feel  that  all  things  work  together 
lor  good  to  those  that  love  God!!  Precious  strengthening  promise.— 
Poor  Lavinia  has  gone  to  pay  a  last  farewell  visit  to  dear  John’s 
grave.—  1  leave  my  largest  family  behind,— but  all  will  be  well,  with 
them.  Soon  in  the  order  of  three  score  8c  ’Pen,  I  shall  return  to  them, 
to  part  1  trust  no  more  forever!!  I  see  by  the  papers  that  Dr.  Belhune 
has  gone  to  Europe!  What  lias  he  clone  with  his  poor  unwelcome 
Mother?!!  Do  you  know  that  his  wife  proposed  to  their  family  Physi¬ 
cian  to  be  the  one  to  advise  the  Doctor  to  put  his  Mother  in  the 
Asylum  foraged  Females!!!  Never  lisp  this.  Mrs.  Dul.  told  me  of  it.— 
We  having  most  charming  weather,  really  like  Spring.—  It  is  weak¬ 
ening  to  children  8:  Three  score  Years  8:  seven!  My  love  to  Mr.  B. 
to  all  by  blessed  children— &  to  Miss  McKid.  Tell  her  hope  that  she 
may  change  her  mind  and  remain  where  she  is.  With  much  love  to 
you,  dearest  Mary,  8c  truly  rejoicing  that  dear  Willie  is  about  enter¬ 
ing  Boyhood  8c  childish  things  put  far  from  him,  ever  your  attached 
mother 

E.E.S. 


Perhaps  my  letter  is  confused— so  is  my  brain. 

Lavinia  leaves  this  week,— perhaps  tomorrow  if  a  good  opportunity 
oilers. 

NOTE. 

On  Dec.  7,  1859  Miss  Maria  Rockwell,  the  friend  and  companion  of  Mrs. 
Robert  Stuart,  was  married  to  Matthew  W.  Bui  chard.  For  many  years  Miss 
Rockwell  had  been  a  teacher  in  the  old  Capitol  School  in  Detroit  and  in  1857 
she  had  opened  a  Young  Ladies  Institute,  which  was  continued  for  two  or  three 
years. 

Miss  Rockwell  was  one  of  the  witnesses  at  the  marriage  of  Mary  Turner  to 
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W  1 1 1  tain  C.  linker,  and  she  was  a  loyal  and  devoted  1'riend  of  all  members  of 
the  Smart  family.  For  long  periods  she  had  made  hei  home  with  Mo.  Smart 
tit  |  jo  J ellerson  Avenue,  hast. 

Matthetv  \\ .  Burchard  was  seventy  at  the  lime  of  his  muniage  to  Miss  Roc  k¬ 
well.  It  was  his  second  marriage.  The  bride  was  sixty. 


1860 


Dearest  Son 


Brooklyn,  April  7th,  1 8()o. 


I  need  not  your  kind  attention  today  recicved  to  call  forth  my 
lieatt  s  warm  gratitude.  In  all  time  of  my  need  you  have  ever  been, 
and  are,  my  comfort  &  relief  from  every  burthen.—  Although  I 
changed  my  quarters,  not  a  night  passes  when  1  shut  myself  in  my 
solitary  room,  without  my  raising  my  heart  in  thanksgiving  for  the 
kind  interest  you  have  manifested  in  my  comfort  &  happiness.— 
1  think  lor  a  little  while  Mary  will  be  relieved  a  little  from  care.— 
I  know  that  it  would  be  unpardonable  in  me  to  make  her  trouble— 
^  1  know  such  a  thought  has  never  entered  her  heart  or  her  head, 
^  et  I  know  to  her  anxious  suspicious  temper  it  was  natural  for  hel¬ 
lo  take  thought  for  her  old  Mother.  The  Weather,  I  hope,  will  soon 
be  settled  into  a  balmy  soft  climate—,  which  will  contribute  to  our 
dear  Bessie’s  speedy  recovery, -and  now  that  Mary  is  with  her,  if 
they  would  take  Alice’s  &  my  bedroom,  it  would  be  all  complete, 
then  there  would  be  no  more  tramping  up  and  down  Stairs,  to  tire 
her  poor  panting  lungs. 

I  know  not  why,  but  until  1  1  o’clock  I  felt  persuaded  that  1  should 
see  you  and  Mary  come  in.  She  has  forbidden  me  to  say  Fulton  St.1 
but  I  must  tell  her  that  just  as  I  had  got  comfortably  seated  by  the 
door,  who  should  enter  but  my  poor  Bob.-— Strange  tho  true,  I  was 
truly  sincerely  delighted  to  see  him.—  Oh  dear  Boy,  what  a  Barren 
heath  the  wot  Id  is  to  I  Inn!! — C»  od  can  make  the  wilderness  to  bud 
&  blossom  R:  the  solitary  to  be  made  glad!  — 

I  have  just  finished  my  answer  to  Sarah’s  letter— I  shall  not  mail  it 
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1,111 ' I  Tuesday,  hoping  to  see  Sarah,  5k  perhaps  she  will  add  some* 
thing  One  ol  my  letters  forwarded  by  you  &  reed,  yesterday  was 
1  roin  l)i  Duflield.  !  le  never  writes  nonsense,  5k  I  love  him  so  mueh 
that  1  think  you  will  like  to  read  it.  1  shall  send  it.  One  was  from 
pom  Romantic  Leonora  sends  "much  love  to  dear  sweet  Mrs. 
linke  r.’  1  enclose  power  to  Mr.  Carpenter  signed  5k  witnessed,  & 
hope  to  do  the  same  to  Mr.  band's  Deed.  And  Mr.  l’ortei  s  a  r. 

Von  will  be  surprized  when  you  leant  that  1  have  not  yet  made 
mysell  known  to  any  ol  my  Brooklyn  Friends.  Perhaps  you  did  not 
know  that  1  really  felt  very  unwell  when  1  arrived  here,  altogether 
neiAtisness,  which  bad  been  lor  the  last  week  hardly  bearable.  1 
knew  that  if  they  knew  that  I  was  here  &  did  not  go  to  them,  they 
would  leel  hurt.—  1  did  not  feel  able  to  do  all  1  wished,  &  visit  any 
human  being,  or  be  visitted,  so  1  left  it  until  next  week— perhaps 
Tuesday— when  1  may  go  alter  Breakfast  (We  Breakfast  at  7  o'clock) 
5k  sit  with  Unde  Thorne  until  eleven.—  Should  Mary  come  over  on 
1  uesday,  which  1  hope  she  will,  I  hope  she  will  come  direct  there, 
&  we  can  have  a  pleasant  uninterrupted  visit  of  at  least  three  (planers 
ol  an  hour. 

I  suppose,  dear  Son,  you  agree  with  me  in  gladly  selling  every 
inc  h  ol  Kewanie  Land  that  we  arc  fortunate  enough  to  find  pur- 
c  ha  sc  is  lor,— &  never  mourn  d  they  make  a  good  5k  profitable  bargain 
out  ol  us,  glad  to  hear  ol  their  success— bet  ter  for  us  than  paying 
Taxe  s  for  it,  Ik  in  ten  years  hence  get  no  more  for  it  than  we  should 
now. 

Live  my  heart’s  warmest  love  to  clear  Bessie  5k  Maty— to  my  own 
precious  Looly,  Eliza  ik  clear  little  Twin  sisters,3  and  with  my  thanks 
e\er  my  warmest  love  to  you,  my  own  dear  Son. 

I  need  not  for  my  scrawl  tells  you  that  1  hasten  that  l  may  mail 
this  tonight. 

Tver  your  attached  mother, 

E.E.S. 

I  have  just  read  Lavinia’s  letter,  only  few  lines,  but  does  not  refer 
to  my  chk.  to  her  for  $100  when  1  handed  the  same  to  you  5k  Mary. 
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1  suppose  it  is  all  oversight,  but  it  has  nevet  been  acknowledged.  It 
w.is  sent  while  she  was  at  Roslyn  Sc  lias  only  pist  returned. — writes 
hurriedly 

M  " )  l  .ilmci  Sullivan  >>  house  at  bullion  Street  was  owned  jointly  l>\  her  three 
daughters,  I'li/.ihelh  Stuart,  Jane  Haslrit,  1  lie  n  Co\e  and  the  heirs  of  lui  tleteasetl 
daughter,  Maria  Thorne. 

“  K-nlK  i  t  Stuart  Jr.-still  remaining  outside  the  l’reshyterian  fold. 

I  he  two  little  cousins  and  step -sisters,  so  close  to  each  othei  in  age:  Idi/ahcth 
I'.  1 1 1 1 1 la  Hillings  I  inner,  born  April  8,  1853  and  Kale  Stuait  Baku.  horn  Sept.  t-(i, 


Detroit,  Nov.  2*;rd,  1  860 

Dear  Son— 

It  is  a  strange  coincidence,  that  Mary  and  I  should  at  the  same 
time  be  disappointed  in  redwing  letters  from  each  other.  I  had  writ¬ 
ten  her  a  very  long  letter,  of  I  believe  two  sheets,  &:  1  came  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  my  long  letters  like  my  long  talks,  all  hat  ped  on  the  same 
stung,  and  that  it  was  going  to  be  as  usual,  i.e.,  unless  you  took  up 
the  correspondence,  I  should  be  left  to  guess  about  the  Moriistown 
family! — I  have  gained  something  at  any  rate,  as  her  “being  uneasy” 
drove  you  “to  write  to  let  me  know  that  she  is  uneasy.” 

1  am  glad  that  Mrs.  Carter  is  still  with  Mary.  She  will  be  a  great 
deal  of  company  for  her.—  My  heart’s  deepest  sympathy  is  with  your 
sorrowing  cousin,  Mrs.  McMurran.1  Oh  how  sad  to  think  ol  the  con¬ 
dition  ol  her  loved,  her  alllicted  daughter!  Surrounded  by  every 
comfort,  R:  every  position  that  life  can  yield,  an  a  (fee a  innate,  tender 
husband,  parents  k  sweet  children  to  endear  life  to  her!— To  be  so 
sadly  arrested  in  the  midst  of  all!  To  say  nothing  more,  it  is  a  dark 
Providence,  and  one  which  her  loving  friends,  il  Christians,  dare 
not  raise  a  questioning  voice,  but  find  a  silent  acquiescence  in  their 
own  heart,  by  the  simple  “Re  still,  k  know  that  it  is  the  Lord.  He 
doeth  all  things  well!”  I  wish  1  knew  Mrs.  McMurran,  that  she 
would  not  be  surprized  that  I  sent  my  heart’s  sincere  love  to  her.— 
1  love  her,  and  all  hers,  for  their  loving  kindness  R:  affectionate  atten¬ 
tion  to  my  precious  Kate.—-  1  am  very  sorry  that  you  have  had 
trouble  with  Mr.  Gotheal.  1  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  he  has  be- 
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haved,  I  think,  unhandsomely  to  me  as  a  friend,  8c  most  disgustingly 
to  me,  as  a  Man  of  business,— &  were  this  the  first  time,  I  should  not 
stiller  myseli  to  entertain  the  feelings  which  I  do,— but  he  has  some 
time  since,  ceased  to  care  about  being  punctual  with  me.  It  is  not 
worth  recurring  to,  but  you  may  remember  some  instances.—  It  is 
si  range  to  me  that  a  business  Man,  could  have  made  such  a  faux  pas, 
as  to  send  me  a  chk.  payable  to  Mrs.  Haslet?  when  according  to 
his  own  statement— our  chks.  should  not  have  been  the  same  amount. 
—Such  things  are  not  inexcusable  even  in  an  old  weak  nerved  woman 
as  1  am.—  I  have  only  reed.  One  hundred  &  Twenty  Five  dollars  from 
Mr.  Gotheal  since  tsl  May.— The  Store  in  Front  Street*  occupied  by 
an  excellent  R:  responsible  Tenant  rents  for  $11*00.  per  an.—  What 
in  Mulberry,  I  forget,  Sc  1  do  not  feel  notv  as  if  I  could  rummage  for 
it,— but  out  of  these  I  ought  ere  this  to  have  reed,  more  than  One 
I  kindred  R:  twenty  live  dollars— 23  days  beyond  the  2nd  quarter. 

I  only  owe  Lonsbery  for  making  a  cover  to  the  box  which  took  my 
bed,  etc.  to  and  brought  from  Morristown,  8c  a  cover  for  small  Box 
of  Books.—  Gwen  had  them  fitted  R:  knows  all  about  them.—  1  am 
hurl  at  your  remarks  about  household  expenses.—  You  know  and 
1  know,  that  it  was  understood  that  1  was  to  pay  it  else  1  never  should 
have  been  satisfied,  Sc  my  being  or  not  being  unchangeably  in  your 
family  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  1  lad  l  been  elsewhere  R:  chose  to 
wander  away  for  a  week  or  two  no  difference  would  have  been  made, 
or  expected.—  Do  please  cast  far  away  such  thoughts  8c  oblige  me  by 
adding  to  this,  Sc  other  for  which  I  owe  Twenty  Dollars,  8c  hand  it  to 
Mary,  who  will  oblige  me  by  handing  it  to  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Irving5  on 
their  donation  evening  with  my  love  8c  best  wishes  for  a  large  com¬ 
pany  of  benevolent  hearts  8c  open  hands.— 

Please  remember  me  in  love  to  Mary  Sc  all  the  dear  children.  As 
soon  as  I  can  I  will  write  to  my  blessed  Sonnie— 8c  the  little  Twins.— 
Thanks  to  Eliza  for  her  attention,  8c  to  Mary  Sc  Bessie.  As  soon  as 
I  can  l  will  write  to  them. 

Dear  Son,  will  you  if  you  think  of  it,  when  you  see  your  dear 
Mother  Sc  Mrs.  Griffin  please  make  my  best  i  nspects  to  them,  8:  thank 
your  dear  Mother  for  her  kind  note,  and  as  soon  as  1  can  write  as 
legibly  R:  distinctly  as  she,  I  will  write  to  her.—  At  present  1  am  too 
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net  \  us  to  1 1 l c  to  any  but  who  can  read  my  sera wly  wining  without 
calling  m  an  intci  pretcr,  or  rather  one  capable  ol  reading  my 
writing. 

With  much  love  ever 

i  ours  sincerely  attached  Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

1  Mrs.  MeMurran  was  William  Baker’s  cousin,  living-  in  Natchez,  Mks. 

hate  Stu.u  t  Baker,  first  wile  ol  Wil limn  C.  Baker,  who  cl i eel  ( )e  t .  .j ,  1 8 
a  Jane  Sullivan  Haslett,  Elizabeth  Stuart's  sister, 
i  laont  Street,  New  ^  oi  k  City— the  home  where  John  Sulliv  an  had  died,  and 
which  on  the  death  of  his  widow,  Elizabeth  l’almer  Sullivan,  had  Been  inherited, 
jointly,  by  her  daughters. 

BRev.  David  Irving,  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Morristown,  N.J. 
from  Nov.  1 8-,5-May  1865. 


1861 


Detroit,  January  1  st ,  1 8(3 1 . 

Dearest  Son— 

Y°ur  last  soothing,  always  proving  as  Oil  on  troubled  waters,  f  avor 
of  18th  ult.  has  been  held  unacknowledged,  but  ever  since  my  return 
home,  my  anxious  fretting  temperament,  together  with  an  unusual 
continuance  of  company,  have  really  unnerved  me  too  much,  to  be 
capable  of  sufficient  thought  to  write,  even  to  thank  you  for  your 
kindness  8c  indeed,  had  you  not  done,  just  as  you  have,  and  as  1 
begged  you  to  do,  you  know  me  well  enough  to  know,  that  it;  would 
only  be  an  additional  cause  to  set  in  motion  my  already  trembling 
nerves.—  With  my  love  to  Mary  tell  her  as  1  remember  all  her 
speeches— I  fully  realize  their  truth,  I  am  old,  truly  old.  I  have  much 
to  be  thankful  lor,  altho  1  am  incapable  of  usefulness  anywhere.— 
Yet  God  is  good  in  permitting  my  senses— 8c  the  ability  to  help  my¬ 
self— when  many  much  younger  than  I,  need  attention  8cc  See.— 

David  8c  his  family  arrived  here  two  weeks  today,  24th  ult. You  may 
be  sure  my  heart  was  full  of  joy  &  deep  deep  sympathy.—  Their  boy 
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is  a  fine  noble  one,  but  gave  ns  all  a  distressing  season  all  yesterday 
Sc  Night  with  fits,  at  one  time  we  thought  him  dying.—  lie  is  belter 
Sc  Physicians  hope  that  there  will  be  no  recurrence  of  them.— 

Mary’s  days,  as  my  own  seem  to  be  Idled  as  mine  has  always  been— 
bm  never  mind,  lo  entertain  is  a  Christian  duty.—  Dear  Bess'  cannot 
be  kept  back,  she  loves  company  Sc  opportunities  for  enjoying  it  seem 
forced  upon  her,  dear  child!  I  trust  that  her  health  will  enable  her 
to  be  bcncliited  by  it.  My  precious  pale  lace  Looc  is  my  constant 
invisible  companion.—  I  hope  if  1  am  ever  again  settled  to  write  in 
turn  to  each  of  those  blessed  dear  children.— 

Your  few  words  relative  to  Robert  make  for  peace.  1  know  that 
I  have  been  wickedly  proud.  In  God  is  my  hope. 

Please  remember  me  in  love  to  Mary  Sc  all 

Ever  Your  attached  Mother 

F..E.S. 

1  Bessie  Baker,  gay  and  popular.  Kate  Lowry  had  a  daguerreotype  of  her,  showing 
that  she  was  very  beautiful. 


Detroit,  January  j 5th,  18O1. 

Dear  Son 

.Alt ho  far  removed  Irom  the  scenes  and  noise  of  the  Beligerent 
Spirit  that  surrounds  your  Atmosphere,  through  the  papers  /  inhale 
enough  of  it  to  saden  my  nat  urally  desponding  spirit.  O  course,  we, 
as  all  the  Country,  feel  its  disastrous  influence  upon  the  pecuniary 
interest. 

In  your  kind  favor  of  7th  ins.  you  say  “Do  not  give  yourself  any 
wot  1  y  about  Gotheal,  etc.,  etc.’’  Dear  Son,  you  mistake  me.  I  never 
have,  nor  would  I  ever  indulge  a  suspicion  of  Mr.  Gotheal’s  honesty, 
were  he  even  a  poor  Man,  much  less  in  his  present  independent 
position,  where  my  speck  of  interest  could  never  be  brought  before 
him  in  any  light,  but  to  do  under  all  circumstances  right.  And  altho 
1  have  always  frankly  acknowledged  that  I  am  naturally  ol  a  sus¬ 
picious  nature,  I  have  never  even  for  a  moment  been  left  to  unhap¬ 
piness  to  believe  any  one  of  my  friends  sufficiently  vulnerable  to  be 
wilfully  dishonest,  not  even  poor  Lyell,  who  certainly  was  encom- 
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passed  with  a  great  cloud  of  witnesses.  But  I  tell  you  freely,  when 
■with  my  Non  Compus  mind  1  am  driven  to  see  a  want  of  accuracy, 
and  that  in  three  or  four  instances  in  a  regularly  trained  business 
Man,  then  upon  Bible  principles,  1  do  not  feel  guilty  ol  evil  surmis- 
ings.  Trifles  mark  character.  If  he  bungle  in  two  or  three  instances, 

1  think  /  do  no  harm,  when  1  cannot  fathom  a  subject,  to  bring  any 
thing  to  recollection  that  may  tend  to  explanation.  You  must  bear 
in  mind  my  ignorance  of  Book  Keeping,  procrastinated  pytmts, 
lapping  over  time,  etc. .and  that  is  why  I  sent  Goth,  letters.  Not  to 
convict  him,  but  that  I  might  be  enlightened. 

1  am  a  little  mortified  that  1  should  have  so  urgently  have  pressed 
you  for  my  bill  and  drawn  on  you  for  Christmas!  1  thought  I  was 
prepared  to  pay  immediately,  on  speaking  to  Mr.  Boiler,  1  find  that 
l  cannot  just  do  it.  The  evening  that  1  called  on  him,  he  handed  me, 
a  claim  for  Taxes,  which  he  only  waited  to  be  able  to  walk  to  contest. 
Three  hundred  and  fifty  Dollars!  for  ditching  that  Land,  in  the  10 
Thousand  Acre  Tract,  on  which  he  had  already  pd.  Mr.  Carpenter 
some  money.  I  le  says  that  he  is  sure  that  they  have  did.  me  for  Cullen 
Brown  as  well  as  for  our  own,  of  this  you  of  course  understand  better 
than  1  can  tell  you.  1  begged  him  to  bear  in  mind,  nevet  lot  any  pur¬ 
pose  to  touc  h  principal  of  Est.,  but  our  Taxation  lor  ibis  State  and 
Wisconsin  is  terrible. 

1  had  not  seen  Mr.  Porter  since  that  transaction  of  pyt.  ol  Trow¬ 
bridge  Mortgage  and  the  investment  of  the  same  together  with  less 
money  which  has  been  pd.  in.  1  was  shocked  to  see  him.  1  fear  that 
he  is  to  leave  us,  he  did  not  seem  in  as  much  for  himsell  as  when 
last  I  saw  him,  spoke  of  failure  in  use  ol  his  limbs,  etc.,  has  decided 
if  spared  to  go  to  Europe  in  the  Spring. 

I  felt  very  sad  in  my  last  visit.  1  know  that  he  may  out  live  you 
and  me,  yet  the  thought  of  his  being  called  before  me  makes  me 
gloomy,  however  just  as  fast  as  l  can  trouble  him  for  intelligence 
1  shall  come  home  and  transmit  it  to  you,  if  permitted.  Sudden  death 
seems  to  be  more  common  than  death  with  a  little  warning,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  day  when  we  are  called  in  lull  health.  Oh  that  out 
Lamps  may  be  found  well  trimmed  and  burning. 
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At  present  as  the  vulgar  saying  is  I  am  hard  up,  shall  he  prudent 
in  all  things  until  Feb.  when  I  hope  if  I  live  to  be  entirely  out  ol 
debt. 

Immediately  on  my  return  Dr.  Stuart  called  for  Sub.1  for  Stucco¬ 
ing  outside  of  Chh.  List  headed  by  Dr.  Du  (Field,  $uoo.  I  begged  him 
to  go  to  others,  but  he  preferred  not.  When  our  churches  were  built, 
all  thought  that  Dr.  Dill,  would  take  the  Av.  Chh.,"  accordingly 
1  sub.  S500,  what  Mr.  Stuart  did  for  our  burnt  Chh.  We  were  dis¬ 
appointed  Dr.  took  the  Chh.  we  now  occupied  and  I  subscribed 
S;;oo.  So  for  Stucco,  I  thought  it  ought  to  get  from  me  for  past  delin¬ 
quency  St 50,  which  1  have  paid.  Last  Sunday  a  call  was  made  lor  the 
con.  to  meet  “to  lake  into  consideration  painting,  frescoing  and 
Curtaining  (for  Pulpit)  inside!  Here  I  suppose  1  must  give  $50, 
which  will  make  $500  for  that ,  equal  to  what  I  meant  to  have  given 
to  my  own.  1  ease  my  conscience  by  thinking  that  out  property  is 
benefited  $aoo  by  the  Av.  Chh.  being  where  it  is. 

Dr.  Stuart  is  the  leading  Trustee,  and  I  think  quite  a  Managing 
Man,  he  places  before  the  mind  little  at  a  time.  1  have  no  idea  that 
they  can  succeed,  for  we  are  still  in  debt  on  the  original  cost,  and 
beside  the  outside  Stucco,  all  the  Steps  and  railing  are  to  be  properly 
built  and  finished.  A  very  poor  Congregation  and  small  at  that. 
Time  will  shew,  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof. 

Please  give  much  love  to  Mary,  as  soon  as  I  can  1  will  write  her 
and  love  and  a  kiss  to  my  blessed  children.  I  fear  that  they  will  lorget 


that  they  have  a  GrandMothcr  in  the  West.  1  hope  soon  to  be  able 
to  write  individually  to  each  of  them,  and  altho  they  have  not  writ¬ 
ten  to  me,  1  have  not  waited  lor  it,  but  I  have  but  very  little  ol  the 
time  been  able  to  write.  I  am  never  in  Bed,  but  1  have  sullered  so 
much  from  Nervusness  which  affected  my  head  that  1  could  not 
write.  Soon  I  hope  to  be  out.  Please  always  remember  me  in  love  to 
your  Mother  and  Mrs.  Griffin.  Much  always  to  yourself  Irom 


Your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 


EES. 
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Marion'  says,  oh  give  my  love  to  Aunt  and  Unde  Baker  and  all  the 
children.  Please  remember  me  to  Mrs.  Carter. 

1  Subscription— Dr.  Stuart  was  011c  of  the  1  1  ustees  of  the  First  I’i csl))  let  iau  Church 
ol  which  Elizabeth  Stuart  was  a  member.  I)r.  Dufftclcl  was  the  Pastor. 

-  I  lie  Jefferson  Avenue  Presbyterian  Church. 

;!  l)r.  Duflield  w;ts  o  He  red  his  choice  of  the  three  Churches:  The  1-iist  Presbyterian 
Cluirth,  the  Jefferson  Avenue  Chimh  and  the  Port  Street  Chinch.  He  chose  the  First 
Presby lerian  Church. 

1  Mat  ion  Stuart,  the  daughter  ol  David  and  Sarah  Ifeuson  Stuart,  now  almost  tG 
y  ears  old. 


Detroit,  February  1 8 1 1 1 ,  1861 

Dear  Son- 

Day  by  day,  since  1  reed,  the  Statement  of  my  debt  to  you  1  have 
been  watching  an  opportunity  to  remit  the  Amt.  to  you.  Until  now 
it  has  been  utterly  impossible.  Mr.  Porter  finds  ii  very  difficult  to 
collect  from  those  who  owe.  I  he  1  rowbridges  &  I  lowlet,  have  not 
yet  paid  k  Mr.  P.  thought  of  suing  but  decided  that  ii  was  letting- 
good  money  go  lor  bad  debt.  A  German  is  in  treaty  lor  a  lease  of  that 
Randolph  St.  Berthlet  McKenzie  property.  We  hope  to  Lease  it. 

1  hey  are  halting  between  a  cellar  to  be  put  under  the  House.  Mr. 
P.  objects  to  being  bound  to  take  the  House  unless  it  be  built  on  a 
good  foundation  etc.  1  omorrow,  settles  the  question,  when  1  will 
write  you. 

Scarcely  out  of  debt,  when  again  1  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  get  lot 
me  a  half  chest  ol  Black  Pea.  Here,  for  miserable  Lea,  such  as  you 
would  not  drink,  I  pay  one  dollar  per  lb.  and  Mr.  llallock  leaves 
today  for  N.  York,  k  will  kindly  have  it  forwarded  with  his  goods, 
which  will  leave  N.  York  in  about  one  week  from  this  day.—  Please 
address— Mrs.  E.  E.  Stuart,  care  of  Horace  Mullock  Esq.,  Detroit— 
to  be  sent  to  Sullivan  Randolph  k  Rudd,  No.  30  Park  Place,  N.  York. 

In  nothing  do  I  realize  my  great  change  in  life,  as  in  my  utter  in¬ 
ability  to  write.—  It  is  hard  to  realize  that  at  the  very  extent,  my 
Three  score  years  within  two  are  finished— always  nervus,  naturally 
timid,  I  have  become  painfully  so,  I  cannot  think  composedly  or 
connectedly  on  any  subject.— 
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STUART  LETTERS 


<J-D 

Please  remember  me  in  love  to  all  the  children.  1  am  rejoiced  to 
hear  of  Looly’s  improving  health.  1  hope  soon  to  hear  of  his  being 
able  to  walk.  1  lis  dear  pale  pensive  face  is  ever  before  me.  1  le  is  vci  y 
dear  to  my  heart.  Our  sweet  healthy  rugged  Willie  loves  him  ten¬ 
derly  &  I  hope  will  ever  continue  his  loving  playfulness  with  him. 
1  trust  that  he  may  grow  up  a  sweet  companion  for  him.  I  am 
ashamed  of  my  note,  blit  I  suffer  a  good  deal  with  my  head,  from 
too  much  confusion.  1  am  strong  enough  physically,  but  mentally 
a  perfect  wreck.  Love  to  Mary  &  much  to  yourself,  with  heartfelt 
thanks  from 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother 


Detroit,  February  28th,  18G1 

Dear  Son,— 

Yours  22nd  ins.  acknowledging  rcct.  of  the  two  cliks.  was  handed 
me  last  evening,  altho  not  personally  acquainted  with  Mr.  McMur- 
ran  the  knowledge  1  have  of  them  8:  theirs  &  the  associations  ever 
connected  with  them  renders  their  name  very  dear  to  my  heart.  1  wish 
you  had  said  something  to  me,  of  his  families  health  R:  is  Mrs.  Con¬ 
ner1  improving?  1  would  feel  favored  if  whenever  you  write  you 
ment  ion  what  hope  there  is  for  her,  and  how  is  your  respected  valued 
Aunt,  in  this  her  dark,  lonely  sorrowful  hour  of  Widowhood?  1  am 
not  willing  to  believe  that  an  ill  omened  spirit  accompanies  me  all 
through  lile;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  before  one  heavy  dark  fore¬ 
boding  ill  cloud  disappears  another  rushes  upon  me— and  altho  the 
slight  indisposition  ot  those  three  sweet  precious  children  should 
not  especially  at  this  season  of  the  year  give  any  pain,  yet  I  am  very 
nervus  and  1  supose  magnify  anything  which  is  not  clear  sunshine 
into  trouble.  Our  dear  manly  Willie  doubtless  will  battle  through 
with  the  whooping  cough,  but  dear  blessed  little  daughters,  I  fear 
will  be  handled  severely.  I  am  glad  that  the  others  are  all  safely 
through  with  the  disease.  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  to  my 
request  for  Tea  8c  will  send  you  a  chk.  for  that  8c  the  Christmas 
Money,  Enclosed. 
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stua  n:r  letters 


93° 

My  love  to  Mary  &  tell  her  to  cheer  up  &  not  tire  nor  faint.  The 
lax  on  her  time,  strength,  R;  nerves,  are  all  combining  to  make  a 
strong  Christian  character,  It  casts  oft  all  selfishness,  makes  one 
pat  ient,  meek,  forbearing  circumspect. 

May  1  beg  you  to  give  much  love  to  my  precious  Eooe,  I  am 
rejoiced  to  learn  that  he  is  so  favored  as  to  be  his  dear  lather’s  com¬ 
panion  m  a  game  of  chess,  R:  that  Grandmother  is  looking  forward 
with  fond  hope  to  the  time  when  he  will  be  with,  R:  to  his  Father, 
all  that  his  Father  was  to  Looe’s  Grandfather.  More  than  this  we 
shall  never  ask. 

1  he  last  four  months  have  been  to  me  months  of  more  care,  anx¬ 
iety  R:  agitation  than  I  have  known  in  a  longtime.  When  I  reflect  on 
the  last  1  hirty-six  years  ol  my  life  1  wonder  why  I  am  permitted  to 
live.  Mary  once  said  to  me  "You  are  not  ready  to  die— you  will  live 
yet  many  years.”  1  fear  that  1  shall  never  be  prepared  to  die.  Yet  it  is 
a  terrible  consciousness  to  know  that  we  are  neither  lit  to  die,  nor 
live.  Everything  here  is  very  gloomy  Chh.  as  well  as  State.  I  delivered 
your  kind  message  to  Ellen  R:  Bob-  I  suppose  were  they  here,  they 
would  send  some  to  you.  Please  remember  me  in  love  to  Mary,  Bessie 
R:  Eliza,  with  much  to  yourself 

From  your 

Sincerely  attached 
Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

1  Mrs.  Conner  was  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  McMurran,  William  Baker’s  cousin  in 
Natchez,  Miss. 

-  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  and  his  wife  Ellen  Cairns  Stuart. 


Detroit,  March  24,  1  86  i 

Dear  dear  Son— 

Your  letters  always  come  just  in  the  right  time,  R:  your  oil  poured 
on  the  raging  ways  of  my  disordered  turbulent  agitated  heart  always 
speak  “Peace  be  still”. 
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STUA RT  LETTERS 


ID 1 

Yesterday  Robert  and  Ellen1  lei L  in  the  evening.  Your  pleasant 
and  long  looked  lor  date  1  8th  ins.  was  handed  me,  and  your  “nothing 
occurred  in  our  quiet  home”  and  the  precious  children  conva¬ 
lescing  from  whooping  cough  all  cheered  me.  I  can  see  that  dear 
W  illie’s  antics  moved  by  his  mimicking  the  little  coughers.  11  inllu- 
cnce  will  get  Robert’s"  commission  1  leel  sure  that  he  will  get  it. 

I  never  in  my  life  undertook  anything  with  such  heart  will  as  1  have 
done  this  and  I  believe  all  has  been  done  which  can  be.  11  They  to 
whom  1  have  applied  will  condescend  to  act,  1  have  often  wished  lor 
the  strength  &  courage  that  were  mine  ten  years  since  and  l  woidd 
go  immediately  to  Washington.  I  have  written  my  last— One  to  Mr. 
Cameron  which  will  be  backed  by  my  good  Mr.  Edmonds  Sec.  of 
What?  Rut  1  know  an  influential  man.  Also  to  Mr.  Chase  again, 
through  his  intimate  and  oldstanding  friend,  A.  11.  Adams.  The 
others  to  whom  I  have  written,  you  know. 

Yours  of  19th  ins.  is  just  reed.  1  am  glad  you  reed,  the  Chk.  to 
make  up  the  lot  for  the  children,  l  imes  never  “never  since  Detroit 
was  ever  a  place  knew  such  distress.”  Geo.  Porter  told  me  yesterday, 
that  he  knew  not  what  to  do,  that  I  must  begin  to  hold  in!  How 
I  cannot  tell— 1  am  painfully  rigidly  economical.  He  says  he  (ears 
that  the  Garrison  property  cannot  sell.  No  Money,  no  purchasers  & 
he  is  obliged  to  foreclose  on  the  Brothers  Trowbridge,  whom  lie  can¬ 
not  find,  they  arc  off  in  the  Lumbering  region.  All  our  beautilul, 
safe,  punctual  paying  Mortgages  have  past  from  us— and  I  fear  a 
parcel  ol  Tax  paying  instead  of  Interest,  paying  property  will  be 
left  upon  us!  1  believe  so  much  in  the  providence  ol  God  that  none 
of  these  things  trouble  me.—  I  will  see  Mr.  Porter,  I  hope  to  morrow, 
when  I  will  speak  to  him  about  the  Jack  payment. 

I  too  give  a  short  sketch  ol  the  Dr.’s  Army  I  erm  ol  service,  his 
Medical  Purvcyorship,  etc.,  R:  residence  8:  experience  R:  death  by 
Yellow  Ecvcr  caught  in  the  discharge  ol  his  Official  duties— of  our 
failure  in  succeeding  for  an  apt.  for  his  son  at  W.P.3  owing  to  the 
Doctor  and  all  his  friends  being  Whigs,  he  could  bring  no  political 
influence  to  bear  up  on  the  then  reigning  Democratic  Govt. 

I  see  your  reasoning  on  the  two  letters  to  Cameron  and  Chase  in 
different  hand  from  signature  would  not  be  well.  I  mentioned  his 
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mission  to  the  Prairie  Sc  his  and  Mrs.  Stuart  s  lonner  acquaintance, 
t  i  tat  he  might  understand  in  a  degree  the  young  gen  t  lent  an  s  posit  ion 
lor  whom  1  wished  to  interest  him. 

Much  love  to  Mary  Sc  my  dearly  loved  girls,  d  ell  them  that 
I  am  sure  they  will  consider  the  great  anxiety  produced  in  the 
heart,  relative  to  their  age.  I  hey  will  make  it  a  Christian  duty  to 
take  care  ol  their  health— Sc  not  by  imprudent  dressing  Sc  late  hours 
in  Bed  Sc  late  hours  at  night,  lay  the  foundation  lor  a  weak  useless  suf¬ 
fering  old  age.  1  had  a  fair  and  full  trial  of  a  young  lady  of  sixteen.' 
1  was  constantly  recieving  messages  from  outdoor  friends  of  mine 
and  Marion  s,1  “Oh  watch  Marion,  she  is  the  most  imprudent  girl 
I  have  ever  seen.’’  I  suppose  all  thought,  old  Grandmother  is  so  old 
she  cannot  attend  to  her— Not  so— lor  poor  Marion  was  watched 
closely,  but  she  like  our  dear  Bessie  would- do  many  things  only  to 
produce  severe  illness,  sue  h  as  going  on  skating  parties  Sc  forgetting 
her  k lan.  Pet.,5  going  to  a  Ball  R:  walking  home,  snow  on  the  ground, 
with  thin  slippers  R:  fancy  open  work  Stockings!  etc.  Dear  children. 
Watch.— 

Kiss  R:  much  love  to  the  loved  four.  When  I  heard  that  dear  Looe 
was  riding  in  a  sleigh  1  began  an  Afghan  for  him,  so  he  will  know 
that  with  every  Strip  his  blessed  self,  if  thought  would  impress,  is 
wrought  in  it  and  that  lie  and  his  dear  companion  Rj  loved  only 
Brother  will  delight  in  sharing  the  comforts  in  company.—  Oh  may 
those  blessed  lovely  bright  Boys  be  all  that  your  fond  lather’s  heart 
would  have  them  Sc  be  your  rejoicing,  your  comfort  in  life.  With 
much  love  to  you,  dear  son,  ever  your  attached  mother. 

E.E.S. 

Always  love  to  your  mother  R:  Mrs.  Griffin. 

I  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  and  his  wife  Ellen  Cairns  Stuart. 

-  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  who  was  anxious  to  obtain  a  commission  in  the  Army. 

West  Point. 

4  Marion  Stuart,  daughter  of  David  &  Sarah  Benson  Stuart,  horn  May  try,  1815 
almost  sixteen  years  old. 

II  Flannel  petticoat— Girls  of  sixteen  are  much  the  same  in  every  generation. 
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Detroit,  April  8th,  1 8h  i 

Dear  Son— 

11  ever  wot  k  and  faith  went  hand  in  hand  together,  they  have  in 
in)  labor  lor  Robert.1  Of  course  my  sad  disappointment  is  the  more 
severely  felt.  1  was  almost  as  sure  of  his  appointment  as  il  1  held  it 
in  my  hand!  I  understand  all.  I  suppose  Chase  thought  that  my 
application  through  him  came  from  a  Man!  Of  course,  one  of  polit  i- 
cal  inlluence,  and  one  who  could  bring  votes  to  the  dal.  Box!  And 
this,  and  this  alone  can  do  anything.  Women  personally  can  and  are 
doing  a  great  deal  of  work  of  this  kind.  Only  think,  Emily  Mason 
has  got  two  appointments  for  Kate  Rowland’s  Boys  simply  because 
she  was  on  the  spot.  When  she  applied  for  a  Mds.2  in  the  Navy,  the 
Gentleman  said— “I  low  is  this  you  and  all  yours  being  Deni.—  Why 
do  you  expect  or  ask  anything  from  us?”  She  said,  “Because  you  have 
taken  the  Bread  out  of  our  mouths,  and  I  believe  that  you  have 
magnanimity  enough  to  give  it  to  our  children.”  1  o  obtain  it  Kate 
paid  Sixty  dollars  to  take  him  to  Illinois,  that  under  the  great  Aboli¬ 
tionist  Lovejoy  he  might  hail  from  that  State,  and  my  beautiful 
young  fellow  must  “shew  Virginia  secession  Cockade”  for  which  his 
name  was  stricken  from  the  list,  8c  lie  driven  back  to  Alexandria! 
1  fear  that  we  shall  be  disappointed.—  Chandler  has  just  arrived, 
also  W.  A.  Howard.  The  latter  1  called  in  who  told  me  that  “he 
wrote  on  the  back  of  my  letter  to  Cameron  &  handed  it  to  Mr. 
Chandler,  who  with  one  from  himself  (Chandler)  were  to  be  used.— 
1  believe  that  the  Apt.  comes  before  the  Senate  &:  not  Lower  house. 
As  soon  as  1  have  seen  Chandler  I  will  write,  &:  let  you  know  what 
he  says. 

I  herewith  send  you  Porter’s  A/c  for  ist  April.  1  think  you  will 
see  and  no  wonder,  why  I  am  troubled  about  Money  Matters.  No¬ 
body  pays.  The  ' Trowbridge  Water  Lot  is  under  foreclosure— The 
Garrison  Mortgage  closed— Baptist  only  half  his  int.  Campbell  8c 
Linn  (or  Jack)  paid  nothing  last  year— nor  this— I  see  nothing  but 
living  this  year  without  rec.  int.  eventually,  in  all  this  stuff  of  Bricks 
8c  Mortar  Sc  Land  being  pitched  upon  us,  without  the  income  to  pay 
the  Taxes  which  must  accum.  when  our  Rents  are  not  diminished 
that  is  deducted  for  repairs,  painting  8c  papering,  and  a  decree  has 
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gone  forth  to  build  or  dig  a  “Brick  sewer  not  less  than  ten  feet  deep 
in  that  Alley  back  of  Adams  Av.:*  Buildings!  Rivard  Street  too  is  call¬ 
ing  for  payment,  for  the  paving  of  the  street  just  completed. 

1  suppose  there  is  not  lelt  even  the  “plausible  appearance  of  a 
probability  fora  reunion  between  the  N.  R:  S.‘  Although,  Civil  War 
is  learlully  to  be  thought  of,  1  dread  much  more  a  terrible  reacting 
of  the  St.  Domingo  'Tragedy!!  1  fear  the  ignorant,  half  civilized, 
exasperated  Negroes,  many  of  whom,  so  separated  from  the  Slaves 
born  and  brought  up  on  the  plantations  are  all  like  the  family— but 
there  are  among  them  (of  the  Plantation)  desparadoes.  Oh,  it  is 
blessed  to  know  that  a  wise  merciful,  all  powcilul  Cod,  rules  over 
all,  and  can  bring  order  out  of  confusion  and  although  all  things 
appear  dark,  all  will,  we  know  work  together  for  his  honor  and 
Glory. 

Mr.  Carpenter  has  wholly  retired,  stock,  interest  R:  prison  from 
Gas  operations.  Who  shall  I  get  to  be  my  proxy?  1  dare  not  ask  Mr. 
Porter— he  is  really  too  unwell,  although  we  hope  mending. 

Please  always  remember  me  to  your  dear  Mother,  and  Mis.  Gridin. 
Much  love  to  Mary,  and  to  every  one  individually  R:  collectively  of 
my  hearts  fondest  loved  children.  I  have  sent  you  a  Book  which  may 
1  beg  may  be  read  aloud  to  the  family  especially  to  my  blessed  Looe. 
His  Savior  has  a  work  for  him  to  do— he  must  early  learn  to  lean 
wholly  on  Him. 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son,  ever  your  sincerely  attached 

Mother  ,,  0 

E.E.S. 

1  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  who  wanted  a  commission  in  the  Army. 

-  Midshipman’s. 

Adams  Avenue. 

J  Not  th  R:  South. 

Detroit,  April  1 6th,  1 86 1 . 

Dearest  Son 

In  the  midst  of  any  of  my  darkness,  generally  your  always  accept¬ 
able  letter  brings  to  me  light,  and  a  more  cheerful  view  of  things 
than  my  naturally  hopeless  temperament  would  furnish.  The  in¬ 
telligence  of  the  first  gun  having  been  fired  in  Charleston  had 
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caused  sorrow  apparently  to  every  heart,  and  all  seemed  Idled  with 
consternation. 

Strange  oidy  the  day  before  I  reed,  your  favor  of  i  2  ins.,  as  if  from 
a  dream  of  certainty  of  holding  Robert’s  commission  in  my  hand. 

1  was  brought  to  the  very  view  of  things  which  you  hint  at.  I  found 
that  every  member  of  Congress  had  a  certain  number  ol  favors  to 
bestow,  and  of  course  only  they  would  get  them  who  could  exert 
most  political  voters!  Oh  Terrible,  dishonest  principle,  Legacy 
taught,  practised  and  left  to  our  Country  by  Genl.  Jackson!  Espe¬ 
cially  having  recievcd  no  answer  to  my  letter  from  Chandler,1  I  had 
already  got  a  letter  to  Mr.  Granger,-  Mr.  Howard’s  successor,  but 
I  find  that  there  arc  two  or  three  other  members  with  whose  names 
1  am  totally  unacquainted.  Yet  I  shall  follow  them  up.  The  weather 
has  been  and  is  too  stormy  for  me  to  go  out,  or  I  should  have  gone 
in  pursuit  of  them,  through  some  of  our  politicians.  1  shall  write 
immediately  if  1  see  them.  Yesterday  1  reed,  the  enclosed  from 
Chandler.  1  cannot  read  it  sufficiently  well  to  know  whether  there  is 
any  prospect  of  any  thing  being  done. 

Dear  precious  gentle  Bessie.  May  she  he  kept  by  a  kind  merciful 
loving  Father  from  the  ills  and  dangers  by  which  she  is  surrounded, 
and  safely  happily  be  conducted  through  this  new  ordeal,  as  safely, 
as  strongly,  as  satisfactorily  as  was  our  loved  hearts  treasured  Mary 
to  all  who  were  deeply  interested  in  these  two  dear  Sisters. 

Ccntcmcri’s3  charges  $60  are  shameful,  here  he  was  glad  to  get 
$15  per  quarter.  His  poor  little  wife  seems  very  sad,  she  is  doing 
prosperously. 

You  express  feeling  regret  at  my  delinquents,  etc.  You  remember 
one  of  the  A.  A.4  Houses  is  rented  to  a  Mr.  Granger  for  $300  per  An. 
Yesterday  he  came,  really  insisting  $25  to  be  allowed  for  “Papering 
and  exterminating  Bugs’’  left  there  he  says  by  the  former  Tenants!! 
and  they  cannot  keep  a  respectable  servant  on  account  of  it!!  Beside 
he  gets  handsome  Brick  houses  for  $250  per  An.,  and  so  with  any 
one  connected  in  business.  Patten’s  new  house  Brick  had  gone  up 
to  the  roof  and  last  night  the  whole  edifice  caved  in,  said  to  have 
been  caused  by  the  digging  of  the  foundation  of  the  Jews,  just  be¬ 
ginning  to  be  built. 

I  am  really  sad  in  heart  at  the  gloomy  intelligence  ol  Mrs.  McMur- 
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raur’  and  her  afilicted  daughter,  ah  indeed  all— Mr.  Mt:M.,  your 
loved,  your  honored  Aunt  1  urner.  1  long  since  learned  to  love  every 
member  belonging  to  them.  Young’s  beautiful  remark  rushed  upon 
me,  "Woes  cluster!  they  love  a  train,  they  head  each  others  heels”! 

I  wish  you  and  Alary  would  entertain  the  thought  that  I  suggested 
in  my  last.  For  Alary  to  pick  up  the  convalescent  Whooping  Coughs 
and  deal  little  Fliza,  I  wish  my  blessed  Loo’s  name  were  included — 
all  come  to  Detroit.  I  he  change  ol  air  and  scene,  quiet  would  be 
most  beneficial  to  all,  and  if  Alary  dare  trust  Robert  with  our  bad 
Atmosphere  I  would  be  so  rejoiced  to  have  all.  She  spoke  of  getting 
Airs.  Pemberton.  Let  her  go  there  and  you  know  that  everything 
would  be  as  safe  as  if  she  were  on  the  spot,  and  our  blessed  Looe 
loves  Airs.  Pern,  and  would  be  very  happy  and  well  and  faithfully 
cared  for. 

You  see  by  the  enclosed  that  we  too  have  war  in  the  Camp,  every 
thing  is  gloomy  and  portentous.  1  believe  I  wrote  to  you  or  to  Alary 
ot  Kate  Rowland’s  Son  coming  through  Kmilie’s  influence  under 
care  and  promised  patronage  of  Lovcjoy  of  111.  or  Indiana,  for  a 
Midshipman’s  warrant  in  the  Navy.  Flic  young  gentleman  had  not 
been  there  but  a  little  while  when  he  sported  a  Secession  Cockade! 
and  soon  was  reported  at  headquarters  and  ol  course  lost  his  appoint¬ 
ment.,  and  poor  Kate  was  minus  ftGo  Expenses  from  and  home  to 
Alexandria!  She  feels  badly. 

Please  always  remember  me  in  love  to  your  Alother  and  Airs. 
Gridin,  and  dear  P>essie,  two  loved  Marys  and  all  the  blessed  little 
flock  of  that  sacred  Nest.  If  Robert  is  with  you,  1  will  thank  you  to 
remember  me. to  him. 

With  sincere  love  to  you. 

Your  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Senator  Zachariah  Chandler,  from  Michigan. 

-  Bradley  Francis  Granger,  Democratic  Representative  from  Michigan  to  Congress. 

;i  Signor  Centemeri,  Italian  born  musician,  formerly  lived  in  Detroit.  He  palled 
from  his  wife,  also  a  musician,  in  i86u,  and  moved  to  New  York,  where  he  gave  music 
lessons. 

1  Adams  Avenue. 

5  Mrs.  McMurran  and  her  daughter  Fannie  Connor,  William  Baker’s  cousins,  all 
of  Natchez,  Miss. 
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Detroit,  May  ist,  1 8G i 

Dear  Son— 

At  last,  alter  live  or  six  elTorts  to  see  him,  1  have  had  a  conversation 
with  Mr.  Porter,  and  instead  of  things  wearing  a  brighter  aspect 
they  seem  to  me  more  gloomy  than  ever.  I  did  not  acknowledge  reel, 
ol  your  last  welcome  favor,  because  l  hoped  to  have  been  able  to 
have  done  so  satisfactorily  to  myself,  here  1  am  disappointed.  You 
will  see  by  enclosed  few  lines  from  Mr.  P.  how  closely  everything 
shares.  The  times,  the  many  but  unanswered  demands  on  me,  have 
so  disturbed  my  mind  that  1  have  really  been  afraid  that  it  might 
cause  derangement!  Being  constitutionally  nervous,  sleep  soon  be¬ 
came  a  stranger  to  me,  &  of  course  kept  me  almost  all  the  time  with 
a  nervous  headache.—  All  seemed  to  work  against  me. 

Again  “Campbell  &  Son  promise  to  pay!  They  hope  to  pay  all  in 
June  and  take  their  Deed.  Jew  no  pay— McKay  delinquent— Unfor¬ 
tunately  got  his  Brick  building  up  to  roof  being  enclosed,  and  in  the 
night  of  that  last  storm,  the  whole  of  the  building,  every  Brick, 
caved  in!  Trowbridges  are  going  to  be  foreclosed!!  1  am  afraid  that 
all  this  foreclosed  estate  will  fall  into  our  hands,  and  instead  of 
rccieving  income  from  it,  we  shall  be  taxed  so  heavily  that  it  will  all 
finally  be  sold  for  Paxes!  1  know  that  I  have  no  business  to  allow 
these  things  to  trouble  me,  but  there  is  no  reasoning  with  my  anxious 
tempermanent.  I  try  to  put  the  Blanket  up  but  the  rushing  sound 
of  the  Cataract  will  not  blunt  the  keen  sense  of  the  crash. 

All  is  well  about  Randolph,1  but  l  think  he  was  rather  fierce,  when 
he  had  ever  been  so  promptly  &  fully  paid— he  might  have  filled  my 
order  for  the  books  “Life  of  Trust”  in  a  different  manner,  than  send¬ 
ing  me  an  account  of  delinquency.—  If  you  have  not  reed,  the  Books, 
please  do  not  get  them  from  him.  I  will  order  them  from  another 
quarter.— 

As  soon  as  I  can  1  will  remit  to  Mr.  Baird  the  $24.  due,  and  please 
say  to  Mary  as  soon  as  convenient  (which  I  hope  will  be  soon)  I  will 
remit  to  her  $2  1 .  her  10th  etc.  I  would  rather  do  with  this  as  1  have 
with  all  this  10th,  pay  it  myself  &  not  have  anything  of  that  kind 
standing  between  her  &  me.  I  have  I  believe  now  pd.  up  every  little 
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A/c  which  I  owe  in  tlie  world  except  the  two  above—  Baird  &  Mary 
—  1  never  felt  the  brevity  ol  time  &  approach  to  my  finishing  as  1  have 
for  the  last  Two  or  Three  Months— and  am  anxious  to  do  as  all  did 
who  of  mine,  have  gone  before  me— leave  not  a  debt  but  funeral 
Expenses  to  be  pd.  1  hope  that  I  shall  not  again  be  driven  to  make 
a  single  A/c.  At  one  time  I  had  to  do,  what  1  nor  my  mother  never 
did  before— turn  two  Creditors  away  with  a  promise*  to  pay. 

The  times  are  agitating  &  gloomy— every  being  seems  to  be  up  & 
doing,  in  some  religious  or  patriotic  or  soldier-1. int  Bed  Ticks  de¬ 
but  me.  I  give  five  dollars  toward  supplying  every  soldier  with  a 
Testament  &  that  is  all.  Mdme.  Centcmeri  is  getting  up  a  great  con¬ 
cert  of  all  amateurs,  for  a  fund  for  the  families  ol  Volunteers.-  To 
this,  1  shall  give  $io.  Mrs.  Torcy  in  appropriate  Costume,  is  to  sing 
“  The  Star  Spangled  Banner.  It  is  to  be  the  grandest  alTaii  ever  got 
tip  here.  The  City  from  all  I  hear  is  alive  with  busy  Bees,  Bandages, 
I.int,  Sick  Gowns  etc.  I  make  no  thought  of  hacking  limbs  &  “blood 
Letting”. 

Why  do  I  not  hear  of  Robert  Turner?  Gov’t,  wheels  turn  slowly. 
1  enclose  a  letter  recieved  from  Ellen.3  1  trust  that  my  poor  Robert 
may  be  successful.  1  feel  that  it  may  be  the  means  ol  making  a  man 
of  him.  Poor  Mary  finds  my  long  letters  are  like  my  long  talks,  indi¬ 
cat  ingold  age garulity  and  imbecility.  Love  to  her  and  all  that  fondly 
loved  1  Iousehold,  with  much  for  yourself  from  your  attached  mother 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

1  Randolph  was  the  book  seller  and  stationer  in  New  Yoik  usually  patroni/ed  by 
Mrs.  Stuart. 

-Concert  given  in  Merrill  Hall,  Detroit.  It  was  such  a  success  that  it  was  repeated 
on  May  (j,  i  8(i  1 . 

:i  1  lien  Cairns  Stuart,  wife  of  Robert  Stuart  }r. 


Detroit,  May  31st,  1  8(»  i 

Dearest  Son- 

Nothing  is  so  unpleasant  than  for  one  to  so  act,  as  to  be  driven  to 
apologize— it  generally  is  owing  to  procastinat  ion,  or  will  nil  neglect 
of  duty— either,  or  all  of  these,  have  caused  to  be  left  your  anxiously 
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looked  lor  and  also  gladly  recicvcd,  peace  imparling  leuer,  10  have 
remained  in  my  possession  unacknowledged  ten  days! 

Thank  you  for  attending  to  the  payt  of  Check— You  say  “Mary 
was  upbraiding  herself”,  &c— I  am  glad  to  hear  it,  repentance  lor 
sin  is  always  hopeful  for  reformation— 11  1  dared,  I  have  a  heart  to 
scold  all  the  writers  in  the  family,  there  seems  to  be  a  cronic  disease 
prevailing,  that  renders  letter  writing  a  painful,  yet  necessary  duty, 
to  be  performed  occasionally  in  one’s  lifetime— 

You  say,  “Your  letter  to  her  enclosed  one  for  little  Mary,  ,kr  Si*  to 
pay  for  the  Mail  Oil  sent  to  Roslyn”1— I  tell  you  frankly  that  for 
some  time  my  head  has  troubled  me  very  much,  that  I  am  almost 
afraid  to  write,  because  1  find  that  the  same  confusion  of  Mind  that 
unhappily  is  mine,  is  all  manifest  in  my  writing— Why  I  sent  a  single 
Dollar  to  “Little  Mary,”  1  cannot  immagine!  being  exceedingly  dilfi- 
cull  to  get  any  money  but  Can.  Indian  &:  three  ol  our  own  City  Bilks 
I  store  away  every  Dollar  that  will  pass  in  N.York  to  be  prepared 
for  little  commissions,  and  I  suppose,  instead  of  a  $3  Bill,  I  sent  a 
§•>  &  Si— Two  for  Mr  Allen’s  Cos.  and  one  for  Express  charges  to 
Roslyn— 1  never  heard  one  word  of  its  having  been  sent,  nor  of  its 
having  been  recieved,  until  they  had  reed,  a  second  supply!  They 
belong  to  the  Non-Letter  Writing  Community. 

Your  annunciation  of  Robert’s"  return  I rom  Washington  without 
commission  or  promise  of  one,  really  caused  me  such  unhappiness 
that  it  made  me  sick— You  know  what  a  trouble  borrowing,  anxious 
temperament  I  have,  through  which  every  dark  Cloud  is  without  a 
Silver  lining— I  was  for  a  day  or  two  very,  very  dejected— 1  was  as 
certain  of  his  Commission,  as  if  he  had  reed,— some  remarks  were 
made  to  me  which  had  given  me  assurance,  but  in  view  of  your  re¬ 
mark,  that  you  doubt  whether  Army  life  would  not  be  too  severe 
for  his  health,  that  he  looks  feeble  and  is  weak,  I  at  once  felt,  God 
orders  for  us  much  better  than  we  can  ask  or  think  lor — I  never  dared 
pray  for  success,  but  felt  that  he  would  be  ordered  for  the  best— 
I  lere  let  us  hope  that  he  will  settle  down  to  his  Medical  Studies  and 
persevere  until  he  graduates,3  and  then  if  he  choose,  let  him  go  to 
the  Army— 

I  would  ask  Mary  to  let  him  come  here,  but  no  companions  ol 
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Ins  o\\  1 1  age  they  who  are  older,  all  painted  faces ,  shewing  l heir 
habits  8c  no  Employment  here  lor  hnn — the  very  worst  thing  to  he 

immagined— No  guide,  no  council,  Sec — I  dare  not  look  at  the 
subject— 

I  tejoice  to  heat  that  you  are  all  well — Oh,  do  write  me  more 
minuted)  how  deal  Looly  progresses,  especially  how  his  general 
health— Does  lie  improve  in  his  Education?  I  can  not  think  ol  him 
\\  hen  I  am  alone  Sc  especially  in  my  bed,  without,  weeping — 1  am 
glad  that  he  always  stands  be  I  ore  me  dressed  in  his  handsome  dresses 
&  Kossuth  Hat— Singing— Are  his  sisters  cultivating  his  musical 
1  alents?  He  would  be  a  fine  Musician — it  has  a  refining  influence 
o\et  his  Mind — I  trust  that  he  and  his  dear  brother  will  grow  to¬ 
gether  in  warm  Brotherly  love— Looly’s  influence  will  lie  sweet  & 
beneficial  over  dear  Willie,  bis  long  siege  of  illness  will  have  proved 
a  refining  process,  through  which  he  will  come  out  a  sweet  experi¬ 
enced  manly  Christian —  How  often  I  think  of  that  precious  interest¬ 
ing  Baptismal  scene,  when  he  was  only  four  or  five  days  old,  how 
sweetly  he  appeared-I  am  often  low  spirit  ted,  when  I  think,  that 
these,  my  own  blessed  children,  should  grow  up  Strangers  to  me— 
I  am  truly  happy  at  Mary’s  interest  in  her  Harp- Yours  has  always 
been  a  happy,  peaceful  family  &  how  much  their  Musical  accom¬ 
plishments  will  add  to  all-Mary’s  Harp,  sweet  Bessie’s  voice,  Eliza’s 
Biano,  Dooly’s  Violin,  and  our  blessed  little  merry  dancer’s  flute,  for 
I  trust  that  he  will  be  strong  enough  to  accomplish  that,  makes  a 
delightful  happy  anticipation— Please,  Grand  Mother’s  heart’s  love 
to  them  all — 

1  often  think  of  dear  little  sensible  Eliza’  being  the  odd  one— 
Mary  and  Bessie  go  well  together— The  twin  sisters,  as  I  call  them, 
&  blessed  Looly  8c  Willie— 8c  good  sober  Eliza  quite  alone— I  love  to 
think  of  her  when  a  sweet  pretty  creature,  site  conveyed  all  her  wants 
by  motions— 

You  speak  of  the  gloom  pervading  Society,  it  surpasses  everything 
1  have  ever  known— Mr  Porter  says,  he  is  perfectly  baffled— None 
can  or  will  pay,  every  thing  is  at  a  perfect  stand— a  day  or  two  since 
he  told  Brairty  that  he  should  close  the  Lease  See  &  this  brought 
Money  from  him— The  others  building,  has  brought  them  to  a  Stand 
—Trowbridges  do  not  make  their  Appearance— Jack’s  payt,  I  be- 
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lie vc  two  payts  behind,— Saw  Mills  kc  all  stopped— No  work  No 
money— every  thing  on  reduced  scale  -Servants  wages  as  high  as  ever 
—day  labor  1  am  told  only  75  els  per  day— 

Much  love  to  Mary— I  hear  nothing  from  Robert*— He  was  to 
have  gone  to  Europe  in  about  May— Please  remember  to  R. 
Turner— 

With  much  love  to  you,  ever  your 

Sincerely  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  Roslyn,  Long  Island,  N.Y.  was  the  home  of  the  young  Robert  Stuarts. 

-  Robert  Stuart  Turner. 

a  Robert  Stuart  Turner  was  at  this  time  a  student  at  the  Berkshire  Medical  College. 
The  Beikshirc  Medical  College  at  Pittsfield,  Mass,  was  organized  in  i8y;j  as  the 
Medical  Department  of  Williams  College.  Affiliation  was  cancelled  in  1 8^7,  when  an 
independent  i  haricr  was  obtained. 

l  hc.-  “Catalogue  of  the  Trustees,  Overseers,  Fac  ulty  and  Students  of  The  Berk¬ 
shire  Medical  Institution  for  the  year  i8(>3"  lists  Robert  S'.  Turner  as  a  graduate  of 
the  Class  of  i8(i^.  Residence:  Morristown,  N.J.  Preceptors:  Watts  Sytles  and  W.  W. 
Greene. 

'1  he  requirements  for  the  degree  were  practical  unchanged  from  1823  to  1871  — 
the  life  of  the  College. 

The  lecture  term-was  set  at  15  weeks,  and  the  conditions  for  the  admission  lor 
the  degree  were  announced  as  follows: 

“Before  a  candidate  can  be  admitted  to  an  examination  he  must  gi\e  satis¬ 
factory  evidence  that  he  possesses  a  fair  moral  character;  a  competent  knowl¬ 
edge  ol  the  Latin  language,  and  has  studied  three  full  years  in  this  institution 
or  under  the  tuition  of  a  respectable  practitioner  and  has  attended  two  lull 
courses  of  lectures  on  the  following  branches:  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Surgery, 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy,  Chemistry  and 
Midwifery.  A  competent  knowledge  of  Natural  and  Experimental  Philoso¬ 
phy  Botany  and  Legal  Medicine  will  also  be  required.” 

Before  presenting  himself  for  the1  degree  the  student  was  also  required  to  write 
a  dissertation  and  read  and  defend  it  on  the  clay  of  Commencement. 

Berkshire  Athenaeum,  Pittsfield,  Mass. 

•*  Robert  Smart  Jr. 


Detroit,  ] tine  12,  18G 1 

Dear  Son— 

Your  kind  favor  of  3d  ins.  enclosing  Mr.  Gotheal’s,  I  recievcd  a 
few  days  since.  I  too  am  sorry  for  the  change  of  Tenants  in  Front  St. 
store.1  It  is  the  fortune  of  War.  I  think  Nelly2  would  have  done  well 
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il  the  farmer  occupant,  could  have  been  kept  at  a  reduced  Rent. 
Everything  partakes  of  the  warlike.  I  see  by  the  papers  that  there  is 
a  uio\ e  being  made  to  get  up  an  opposition  (las  Company — also  to 
secure  a  kind  of  Monopoly  to  secure  a  contract,  for  lighting  the  City 
etc.  It  has  been  twice  before  the  Common  Council,  is  to  be  called 
up  again.  It  seems  to  meet  with  opposition,  I  suppose  by  the  present 
Company,  the  City  being  too  small  for  two  Cos. 

My  poor  ill  fated  Robert,'1  wrote  to  me  the  day  he  sailed  from 
N.  Wn  k.  I  was  exceedingly  disappointed  in  his  not  getting  back  into 
the  Navy.  Mrs.  McKnight  is  at  home.  She  told  me  that  (Post)  Mrs. 
Cairns’1  Agent,  had  gone  to  Europe  with  them.  Mr.  Willis  told 
her.5—  ' 

I  feel  sadly  about  dear  Bess.-  She  is  a  tender  affectionate  hearted 
home  loving  child,  yet  I  hope  that  she  will  persevere  in  and  finish 
her  course  as  happily  and  ably  as  Mary  has  done.  Cod  will  keep, 
guide  &  Bless  those  dear  children.  Your  sketched  scene  really  glad¬ 
dened  my  lveai  t  Mary  with  her  Ilarp!! — whic  h  J  feared  would  never 
again  be  touched,  but  by  Stranger  hands — Je  dear  Bessie’s  Bianno 
and  Voice,  &;  my  dear  lilt lc  Bob'*  whom  I  always  think  of  as  a  pleasant 
polite  Boy,  visiting  about  I.ockport  as  my  Beau— and  recieving  in¬ 
struction,  how  to  lift  his  hat,  what  to  say,  etc.  Oh  what  changes  a 
few  years  make. 

Yesterday  I  spent  an  hour  or  two  in  Elmwood7— all  looked  sweetly, 
all  slept  quietly,  and  none  did  I  wish  back,  but  to  heal  my  bitter 
1  e  mem  be  1  anccs  of  kind  attentions  omitl  cd — n  eg  let  t  and  unki  ndness 
practiced,  which  if  I  could  be  permitted  to  wipe  from  Memory,  and 
fill  up  my  remaining  days,  with  loves  constant  attentions,  I  would  be 
thankful.  Death  relentless  death— I  believe  crowned  them  all  with 
unfailing  joy— &  left  me  to  reap  my  reward!!  Oh,  what  a  blessing  is 
a  right  Christian  education— one  whose  earliest  thought  was  trained 
to  “How  will  God  approve— I  low  will  this,  that,  stand  the  last  trying 
hour,’’  Not— “What  will  the  World  say?  I  low  will  this,  that  appear! !” 
Oh  how  false!  May  lead  our  rising  generation  to  abidingly  feel  that 
thou  God  seest  me!  I  Iere  and  here  alone  is  safe  anchorage. 

My  heart  bounded  with  joy  at  your  cheerf  ul  intelligence  of  preci¬ 
ous  Looely— How  often  I  have  lain  in  Bed  and  contrived  some  pro- 
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polling  [>o wci ,  by  which  he  could  travel  and  guide  himscll  wherever 
he  pleased.  I  low  it  would  rejoice  my  heart  to  hear  his  sweet,  soli 
gentle  hilarious  laugh.  May  God  give  him  strength  to  improve  his 
line  mind,  that  he  may  have  a  happy  Christian  Manhood— that 
blessed  little  dancing  Brother  is  a  joyous  comfort  to  him,  and  he  to 
dear  Willie. 

Dear  Mai  y,  I  am  really  very  happy  to  hear  of  her  visit  to  Williams¬ 
burg,  8:  poor  l  hide  Thorne.  If  they  knew,  the  tat  igue,  the  sell  denial 
the  performance  of  these  duties  cost,  they  would  appreciate  it,  but 
these  persons  do  not  realize  die  time,  fatigue,  confusion  Etc.  it  costs, 
to  get  up  in  the  morning  in  time  to  get  through  with  the  many 
duties  of  a  large  family,  and  away  to  Williamsburg.  Yet  1  am  glad 
it  is  all  beneficial  to  her  head  8c  heart,  and  work  that  she  will  never 
regret  doing. 

Do  the  sisters  keep  I  .ooly  at  his  singing?  I  am  going  to  send  to  him 
to  finish  his  last  Christinas  present  to  me— he  must  finish  it  8c  send 
it  back  in  a  letter.  Dear  Eliza  wrote  me  one  letter  which  I  immedi¬ 
ately  answered.  Give  Grandma’s  love  to  her,  and  tell  her  I  do  not 
wish  her  to  neglect  her  studies  to  write,  but  she  might  make  one 
Letter  a  week  her  composition.  I  am  afraid  those  blessed  children 
will  entirely  forget  me.  I  cannot  bear  the  thought  ol  it. 

Please  remember  me  in  love  to  all.  Always  for  yourself  &  Mary 
much  love  from  your  attached  Mother. 

E.E.S. 

I  Ionic  is  where  the  heart  is.  1  live  among  those  Morristown  chil¬ 
dren.  The  Twin  sisters  are  always  in  my  mind’s  eye,  walking  under 
my  window  and  by  my  back  door.  Kate  with  her  beautil  ul  little  I  .ake 
George  rescued  Shepherdess  hat  and  Bessie  with  her  Shaker.8  Dear 
little  sober  Eliza  alone  with  her  Book— a  passing  away  life. 

1  123  Front  Street,  New  York  City— the  house  where  John  Sullivan  died  and  which, 
on  the  death  of  his  widow  was  jointly  inherited  by  his  four  daughters. 

-  Nelly— Ellen  Sullivan  Coxe,  who,  with  John  Haslelt,  was  Executor  &:  1  rustee  of 
the  estate  of  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan,  willow  of  John  Sullivan. 

:*  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  who  had  sailed  for  Europe  on  June  5th. 

•f  James  Post,  who  attended  to  Mrs.  Cairns’  business  in  New  York. 
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r>  it  1km tl  Stores  Willis,  the  husband  of  Jessie  Cairns,  Mrs.  Cairns'  eldest  dan-liter, 
who  had  died  April  <),  1858. 

0  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  her  eldest  living  grandson,  born  April  j,  1838. 

‘  Khnwood— the  Cemetery  in  Detroit  where  the  Stuart  lot  lies. 

I  he  Shakers  made  tapes  of  fine  woolen  material  with  hoods,  which  they  sold 
through  travelling  salesmen,  going  from  house  to  house.  1'hese  tapes  were  useful  for 
wiaps.  I  hey  tame  in  lovely  soft  colors. 


Morristown,  June  22nd,  1861 

My  Dear  Mother1 

Mary-  is  daily  expecting  a  letter  Irom  yon,  and  not  receiving-  one, 
she  fears  that  you  are  sick— She  wrote  however  a  day  or  two  since  to 
you,  when  I  was  in  New  York,  which  is  generally  her  time  to  attend 
to  her  correspondence. 

On  1  hursday,  Bessie3  came  home,  having  finished  one  term.  She 
seems  to  be  much  liked  by  her  teachers  Sc  was  commended  for  her 
proficiency  in  French  &  Music.  1  ler  homesickness  however  amounts 
almost  to  disease  Sc  1  do  not  know  how  she  is  to  go  back  again  the 
next  term,  which  will  commence  15th  September.1  Her  health  is 
evidently  affected  by  her  state  of  mind  while  away  from  home.  She 
has  always  been  troubled  with  enlarged  tonsils  Sc  sore  throat  and  the 
New  York  air  (notoriously  bad  for  such  cases)  makes  the  matter 
worse.  She  has  taken  20  lessons  of  Centcmeri5  at  Vp  a  lesson!— which 
has  improved  her  in  singing,  but  has  been  bad  for  her  throat. 

Mary  has  made  astonishing  progress  on  the  Harp— She  R:  Bessie 
&  Robert0  now  play  in  concert  on  the  l*iano,  Flute  &  Harp,  every¬ 
thing  they  take  a  fancy  to.  Looe  is  gaining  strength  daily.  1  le  has  be¬ 
come  very  expert  with  his  crutches  Sc  hobbles  up  Sc  down  the  side 
walk,  with  great  rapidity  and  facility  with  his  fire-red  Zouave  cap  on, 
for  he  is  a  great  patriot  Sc  soldier  Sc  has  the  American  Flag  flying  from 
a  staff  go  feet  high  in  front  of  the  House.  Willie  is  his  shadow  & 
looks  upon  Looe  as  the  greatest  man  in  the  United  States,  not  except¬ 
ing  Gen’l.  Scott. 

1  was  sorry  to  learn  by  your  last  letter  that  there  is  talk  of  getting- 
up  a  second  Gas  Company  in  Detroit— It  would  injure  our  stock 
very  much,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  done  at  present.  It  would 
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cost  a  quarter  of  a  Million  dollars— 'where  is  the  money  to  come 
1  rom? 

I  here  will  1  suppose  be  another  dividend  of  5%  next  month 
which  will  he  the  regular  dividend— the  last  which  you  received  was 
“extra”. 

Mary  and  the  children  send  love 

Your  attached  Son, 

W.  C.  Baker 

1  Mrs.  Robert  Smart,  William  Baker’s  inolher-inlaw. 

-  Mars  Stuart  Baker,  his  second  wife. 

;;  Bessie,  or  1  li/.abeth  Emma  Baker,  his  daughter  by  his  first  wife,  Kate  Stuart. 

1  Kate  Lowry  stated  that  Mary  had  been  happy  at  boarding  school,  but  Bessie  was 
miv aable,  and  on  this  account  W.  C.  Baker  with  a  number  of  citizens  of  Morristown 
established  in  the  Mortis  Female  Institute  (aftei wards  Miss  Dana’s  school). 

•'  signor  Ccntcmeri,  Italian  husband  of  Madame  Cenlemeri,  who  was  teaching  in 
New  York. 

Mary  Baker,  now  18,  Robert  Turner,  5*3,  and  Bessie  Baker,  now  1 5  years  of  age. 


London  June  a6,  1861. 

My  dear  Mother— 

1  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  writing  you  since  our  arrival— 
from  various  causes.  We  arrived  in  Liverpool  on  Sunday  morning 
the  1  (ith  having  left  New  York  as  I  wrote  you  on  Wednesday  the  5th. 
Our  passage  was  a  very  disagreeable  one.  1  lead  winds  log  Sc  rain  all 
the  way  over.  We  got  two  good  sights  of  the  Sun  for  “Navigation” 
during  all  the  passage.  To  think  after  all  my  sea  service,  1  had  never 
seen  an  Iceberg  was  to  me  at  least  a  New  and  Magnificent  scene.  We 
were  in  among  Sc  alongside  of  them  from  4  A.M.  until  about  5  P.M. 
So  we  had  at  all  events  daylight  for  them.  I  was  on  deck  ol  course  the 
Major  part  of  the  time.  None  of  the  Party  Sea  Sick  excepting  Mrs. 
Moulton  Sc  Mr.  Ordronoux.1  The  old  lady2  very  nervous  8c  very 
much  frightened,  at  every  revolution  of  the  Engine.  However  take 
it  all  in  all  she  behaved  admirably. 

But  with  her  Episcopacy  has  received  its  death  blow.—  On  arriv¬ 
ing  at  our  Hotel  in  Liverpool— dressing  kc.  off  they  started  for 
church.  I  stayed  at  home  asleep.  They  were  stowed  away  like  cattle 
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fk  to  make  a  long  story  short— treated  rudely.  So  of  course  the  cry  was 
—‘  Wail  until  we  get  into  London— 'Then  you  will  see  Knglish  polite¬ 
ness”  (a  Thing  by  the  way  1  never  heard  them  accused  of).  So  day 
before  yesterday  (Sunday)  we  all  went  to  what  they  call  a  church, 
I  a  Catholic  I  hcatrical  performance.  1  lore  we  lound  a  parcel  ol  men 
in  church  uniform,  who  held  gilt  bats  across  the  isle  to  prevent  per¬ 
sons  from  going  into  the  chinch.  So  after  all  hands  were  seated  the 
outsiders  were  alowed  in.  As  f.llen  fk  My.se  11  kept  our  outside  seals 
&  could  hear  nothing  we  Left  &  crossed  the  Street  to  another  church 
where  we  were  very  kindly  received,  Shewn  into  a  front  pew,  books 
fee  handed  us.  When  the  old  Lady  got  home  she  vowed  she  would 
not  again  while  in  England  put  her  foot  in  one  ol  their  churches. 
So  1  went  to  work  fk  found  a  presbyterian  churc  h  Scotch  minister. 
So  in  the  evening  we  went— Ellen  her  mother  &  myself.  Cot  a  front 
pew  were  Heated  handsomely  fk  heard  an  elegant  as  well  as  good  ser¬ 
mon.  Text— “Take  heed  therefore  how  ye  hear.”  Church  by  day¬ 
light  commencing  at  O.;;o  &  getting  back  to  our  Hotel  by  p— all  by 
broad  daylight.  So  the  old  Lady  has  concluded  t hat  “bob’s”  c  hurt h 
is  the  right  one  fk  is  going  there  while  in  England. 

We  have  been  to  see  all  to  be  seen  fk  should  have  today  gone  to 
Windsor  castle  but  it  rains.  Will  go  Wednesday.  If  1  can  find  out 
all  my  clear  uncles  aunts  cousins  fee  when  we  arrive  in  Scotland  1 
shall  do  so.  Yet  have  no  idea  of  where  they  live  as  neither  Ellen  or 
Myself  could  make  out  your  directions. 

We  have  just  had  one  of  the  largest  fires  that  London  has  seen 
since  the  great  lire  a  century  ago.  Everything  in  England  is  very  high 
fee.  1  am  disgusted  with  it.  Yesterday  1  took  Ellen  fk  Mrs.  Cairns  to 
Westminister  Abby  fk  the  Crystal  palace  fkc.  Lower  of  London, 
Tunnel  under  the  Thames  fee.  in  short  1  have  seen  everything  to  be 
seen  from  the  Queen  to  her  cats.  We  will  in  all  probability  leave  for 
Scotland  next  week.—  If  you  write  me  at  once  on  receipt  of  this 
direct  me  No.  7  “King  Street”  “Cheapside,”  London,— or  to  the 
Hotel  Louvre,  Paris,  France,  either  of  which  I  shall  get— only  prepay 
your  postage  fk  write  on  the  lightest  paper. 

Ellen  k  the  old  lady  join  me  in  much  love.  Tell  Sister  Mary  1  have 
been  intending  to  write  her.  So  I  shall  be  obliged  1  fear  to  postpone 
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il  until  a  future  day.  But  that  I  love  her  as  dearly  as  ever  &  now  My 
dear  Mother  with  much  love  and  many  Kisses,  believe  me  as  ever 

Your  affectionate  son, 

Robt.  Stuart. 

1  lorgot  to  say  that  in  the  church  we  went  to  in  the  morning  w.e  heard 
the  Right  Revd.  Bishop  of  Carlisle.  They  had  two  sticks  of  wood 
with  a  Silver  Rope  or  Bishop  on  it  8c  he  was  escorted  to  8c  from  the 
pulpit  with  one  of  them. 

1  Robert  Stuart,  Jr.  had  resigned  from  the  IJ.S.  Navy  April  i(i,  i 857.  1 1  is  father  in¬ 
law,  William  C.tims  had  died  Oct.  7,  i860,  and  Mis.  Cairns,  with  her  Roslyn  neigh¬ 
bors,  Mrs.  Moulton  and  Mrs.  Moulton’s  adopted  son,  Mr.  Ordronottx,  had  sailed  lor 
England  with  Kobci  t  Stuart,  Jr.  and  his  wife,  Ellen. 

-  “The  old  lady”,  Mrs.  Cairns. 


Detroit,  July  ty,  1  S(i i 

Dearest  Son,— 

You  cannot  imagine  how  sadly  1  felt  last  evening  in  seeing  your 
valued  Letters  dwindle  down  to  a  half  dozen  lines.  Truly  “Evil  com¬ 
munication  corrupts  good  manners’’  and  the  foundation  ol  lamily 
affection  and  interest,  outside  that  “happy  Morristown  home’’  to 
me  seems  to  be  non-intercourse  from  all  Epistolary  intelligence.  My 
own  wretched  writing  and  hurley  hurley  diction  render  my  letters 
so  unintelligible  that  I  shrink  from  inflicting  them  on  anyone.  My 
memory  always  weak  is  not  to  be  depended  on. 

1  suppose  by  your  kind  statement  in  your  few  lines  that  I  must 
have  asked  you  the  question  which  I  thought  I  had  asked  Lavinia, 
viz.  how  much  she  had  reed,  from  me  through  you.  Your  answering 
for  which  I  thank  you  sets  my  mind  at  rest.  That  was  one  reason 
why  1  wished  one  of  those  returned.  1  was  afraid  that  I  had  not  kept 
the  A / c  accurately. 

Again  through  some  mail  Blunder  Mr.  Gotheal  failed  me.  In  his 
May  letter  I  think  he  said,  enclosed  arc  part  of  Rents  due.  In  June 
I  wrote  him  that  I  would  thank  him  (if  he  could)  send  that  money 
as  directed,  as  soon  before  the  26th  of  June  as  he  could,  etc.  send  it 
as  lie  did— Hearing  no  more  of  it,  fearing  a  disappointment  in  my 
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Morristown  arrangements,  1  sent  immediately  the  Chk.  to  Morris¬ 
town,  soon  alter  which  he  writes  me  that  he  had  sent  the  C'liks.  be¬ 
ing  in  advance,  on  the  coming  i|uartcr,  instead  of  as  I  intended,  the 
remainder  of  the  quarter  from  i  st  February  to  ist  May.  All  is  right. 

Give  my  love  to  my  blessed  children  fe  tell  them  that  just  as  soon 
as  I  can,  I  shall  write  them.  Mary  &  Bessie  have  improved  astonish¬ 
ingly  in  their  handwriting.  I  am  rejoiced  to  see  it.  1  think  that  they 
are  both  going  to  write  like  you.  Oh,  if  they  would  only  become 
earnest  docile  persevering  pupils  under  your  Arithmetical  teaching 
&  become  fine  thorough  Bookkeepers,  through  all  their  life,  long  or 
short,  they  will  ever  be  thankful  to  their  Father  lor  the  brightest, 
strongest,  most  useful  part  of  their  Education.  I  low  often  1  wish 
that  we  lived  next  door  to  each  other,  that  when  sickness  oi  sorrow 
assailed  we  could  pour  all  into  each  others  hearts,  that  we  might 
sympathize  together,  &:  when  pleasures  are  meted  to  us  we  could 
participate  in  each  others  pleasures.  Well  for  us,  we  have  not  the 
directing  our  own  steps,  or  our  joys  or  sorrows. 

I  wish  Mary  were  a  good  correspondent.  I  las  she  got  through  with 
her  visitors?  Miss  Shutc  k  Miss  Benson?  Has  she,  through  Miss  Ben¬ 
son,  secured  intelligence  directly  or  indirectly  of  a  painful  nature 
Irotn  or  through  Bedford?  If  so,  does  it  directly  or  indirectly  con¬ 
cern  us.  Individually  or  collectively.  1  do  not  mean  nor  wish  to  in¬ 
volve  you  in  female  gossiping,  but  tell  Mary  I  beg  of  her  to  let  me 
know,  but  not  to  breathe  to  anyone  that  I  ever  asked  her  a  question 
of  the  kind.  Oh,  what  a  struggling  apprehensive  fearing  life  mine 
for  the  last  fourteen  years  has  been.  One  would  suppose  that  by  the 
time  sixty  eight  years  had  rolled  over  that  nerves,  heart  &:  head  had 
reed,  so  many  shocks  that  they  would  have  become  too  invulnerable 
to  be  pierced  by  any  anxiety  or  sorrow— save  that  which  would  be 
likely  to  intrude  on  the  last  silent  hours!! 

Mdm.  Van  Limburg1  is  here  since  last  Saturday.  Of  course  there  is 
a  round  of  visiting.  Mrs.  Campbell  Miss  Libby  have  had  small  par¬ 
ties.  Last  night  Mrs.  Cass  gave  a  large  one.  Mrs.  Biddle,  Maggie  &: 
young  Mrs.  Biddle  are  here.  George  DufTield  has  come  to  Michigan 
(Adrian)  to  settle.  Mr.  D.  is  blessed  in  his  family,  all  but  two  respect¬ 
able  members  of  Society  &  members  of  the  Church. 
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My  dear  precious  little  Eliza  must  have  thought  Grandmother 
had  become  very  old  to  so  entirely  to  have  neglected  her  Sc  thought 
ol  the  loin  little  ones.  In  my  heart  she  is  si  ill  a  little  one  &  in  think¬ 
ing  ol  her  she  is  always  in  my  thoughts,  the  dear  little  correct,  sensi¬ 
ble  kind  little  student.  Oh,  1  wish  1  could  see  the  two  sweet  dears. 

1  only  have  one  prevailing  thought  lor  that  Morristown  Bitdliug 
Nest— That  they  may  early  begin  their  active  Christian  Idle.  Early 
they  have  all  been  sealed  for  the  Lord.  1  am  truly  thankful  that  our 
blessed  Sonny  has  taken  his  seat  in  Church.  Mow  my  heart  would 
rejoice  if  it  prove  the  first  step  to  his  seat  in  the  Pulpit  an  Ambassa¬ 
dor  from  the  1  Iigh  Court  of  Heaven. 

Poor  IJnde  Thorne  is  greatly  distressed  about  the  war  and  the 
total  degeneracy  ol  our  Am.  people.  “To  sit  a  common  ignorant 
vulgar  Rail  Splitter  in  the  Chair  which  held  the  Honored  Wash¬ 
ington.’’  I  Ie  feels  that  we  arc  all  bound  to  destruction.2 

Dear  Son,  may  I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  ascertain  &  let  me  know 
if  I  have  answered  the  last  valued  Letter  1  reed,  from  your  dear 
Mother  enclosing  her  Photograph?  I  am,  to  me,  alarmingly  forget¬ 
ful.  Please  remember  me  in  much  love  to  your  whole  household. 
With  much  to  yourself,  ever  your  attached  Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

In  reading  over  letters  of  June  I  find  one  I  cannot  tell  whether  1 
have  ever  written  to  you  since.  You  want  an  explanation  how  your 
&  Mary’s  birthdays  are  the  same/’  That  is  a  Bethlehem  trick  &  1  hope 
that  it  was  carried  out,  as  my  plans,  whims  are  almost  always  frus¬ 
trated.  I  hope  that  my  Gift  stands  marked  as  I  wished. 

1  Mi  .  Theodore  Roest  van  Limburg,  the  Minister  of  the  Netherlands  to  the  United 
States,  and  his  wife,  were  visiting  his  sister,  Mrs.  Canfield,  in  Detroit,  according  to  the 
Detroit  Free  Press  of  July  13,  1861.  lie  had  come  to  Washington  as  Minister  Resident 
June  17,  1857,  anti  presented  his  credentials  as  Envoy  Extraordinary  &  Minister  Pleni¬ 
potentiary  January  23,  1 8(>  1 .  He  took  leave  of  absence  May  13,  1867  and  his  successor 
transmitted  his  letter  of  recall  Nov.  23,  1868. 

-  March  18G1  Abraham  Lincoln  had  been  inaugurated  as  President  of  the  United 
States. 

;1  Mary  Stuart  Turner’s  birthday  was  June  27th.  William  Baker’s  birthday  was 
January  27th. 
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Del  roil,  J  uly  23rd,  1 8(>  i 

1  )ear  Son 

I  thank  yon  for  your  truly  welcome  favor  of  17th  ins.,  from  your 
brief  and  sometimes  only  few  lines,  l  feared  that  1  was  going-  to  lose 
your  valuable  letters  wholly,  knowing  how  exceedingly  illegible  I 
wrote,  and  even  forgetting  to  spell,  beside  the  many  accompaniments 
of  age,  written  communications  as  well  as  oral  may  become  loo  tedi¬ 
ously  unsatisfactory  to  be  endured! 

Today  is  truly  a  day  of  sorrow  to  our  State!1  all  faces  seem  sad, 
for  all  most  all  ate  indirectly  connected  with  many  of  the  wounded 
and  dead.  Chan.  Farnsworth,  his  poor  unhappy  daughter  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
cox  and  the  Col.’s  Brother  left  for  Washington  this  morning,  scarcely 
hoping  to  find  him  alive,  and  poor  Coin.  Hunter  is  an  other  to  the 
many  added,  of  whom  we  are  in  a  degree  acquainted.  All  looks  dark 
and  mysteriously  fearful,  surely  none  can  rejoice  over  such  sad  ter¬ 
rible  victories.  We  do  not  wish  the  life  of  N.  or  South!  and  this 
appears  the  more  Barbarous. 

I  wrote  a  long  letter  yesterday  to  Mary,  explaining  some  things 
which  appeared  worse  to  her  than  feared,  owing  to  a  short  sentence 
in  a  letter  from  Sarah.  I  am  expecting  her  with  her  children— lor 
why,  for  how  long  a  time,  or  whether  David  I  know  no  more  than 
you  do! 

J  thank  you  for  your  attention  to  Mr.  Ferry’s  Letter.  And  now 
dear  Son  1  shrink  from  troubling  you  more  than  can  be  avoided. 

I  send  you  an  other  Letter,  and  Oh  do  with  it  just  as  your  own  judge¬ 
ment  dictates;  I  am  not  capable,  nor  would  I  meddle  with  it,  were  it 
in  my  power,  or  ability  to  even  think  of  it.  On  these  points  I  never 
speak,  or  refer  to  any  except  you  and  Mr.  Ferry.  Mr.  Porter  is  again 
under  rigid  Medical  treatment,  his  daughter  was  here  yesterday 
and  seemed  quite  dejected  about  him. 

Our  dear  precious  girls,  1  hope  that  their  trip  to  West  point  may 
prove  all  that  their  fond  youthful  anticipation  hopes  for.  Their  see¬ 
ing  your  loved  respected  Mother  at  the  Pt.  will  not  be  a  trifle  in 
addition  to  their  happiness. 

I  fear  that  I  have  unintentionally  been  very  ungratefully  rude  to 
your  Mother.  She  sent  me  most  unexpectedly  and  gratefully  re- 
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cieved  Photograph  of  herself.  I  sat  down  immediately,  under  the 
feeling  that  its  reception  prompted  and  as  I  supposed  sent  it  to  the 
Mail.  In  thinking  all  over,  Everything  was  clear  in  my  mind  as  ha\  - 
ing  been  executed,  except  addressing  the  letter,  in  which  1  made  a 
request  which  had  she  reed.  I  am  sure  she  would  have  noticed  and 
has  not.  An  other  thing  I  find  a  scratch  of  a  letter,  with  the  Pho.  and 
her  letter  folded  together.  II  I  have  so  blundered,  it  is  only  an  other 
to  the  many  admonitions  I  have,  that  I  have  neither  mental  nor 
Physique,  any  longer  to  even  seem  a  Link  of  society.  It  is  humbling, 
yet  never  less  a  truth. 

I  explained  I  hope  satisfactorily  to  Mary  about  my  agitating  fears 
about  poor  David.  I  hate  to  suffer  alone  or  ignorantly.  Sarah,  in 
speaking  of  what  had  past,  intimated  (I  thought)  that  worse  was  yet 
in  Store!"  that  is  all.  I  think  as  soon  as  Sarah  is  relieved  from  a  Miss 
Watson  now  staying  with  her,  she  and  her  family  will  come  here 
and  remain  until  David  makes  new  arrangements.  This  she  begs  to 
be  kept  quiet,  of  course  you  will  not  refer  to  it  even  to  lv.  Benson. :{ 
They  are  all  exceedingly  anxious,  especially  Sarah  and  Marion  to  go 
to  Bedford.  Bad  I  think!  May  he  and  all  belonging  to  him  be  guided 
by  unerring  wisdom. 

I  hope  poor  Mary  has  a  respite  from  Company  staying  with  her. 
With  much  love  to  her  and  every  blessed  child  at  home,  with  much 
love  to  you  dear  Son  and  thankfulness  of  heart  for  our  dear  Loo’s 
improvement  in  health, 

Ever  your  truly  in  sympathizing  and  joy  participating  Mother, 


I  pray  you  do  not  think  I  am  wanting  in  respect  to  you,  because  1 
send  such  disgraceful  scrawles.  I  am  really,  truly,  old  and  imbecile. 

Your  sincerely  attached 

E.E.S. 

1  The  first  Battle  of  Bull  Run  was  on  July  21,  1 8(i  1  — . 

2  July  22,  1 8G 1  David  Stuart  was  commissioned  Lieut.  Colonel  12nd  Illinois 
Infantry. 

Kate  Benson,  sister  of  Sarah  Benson  Stuart. 
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Detroit,  August  51  h,  1861 

My  clear  Son- 

On  Sat.  3rd  ins.  my  heart  was  glaciated  by  reel,  of  your  truly  wel¬ 
come  lavor  ol  July  31st,  Aug.  ist.  It  is  so  long  since  I  have  recieved 
anything  from  you  in  really  Fpislollory  form,  beyond  a  few  lines  of 
slight  notice  of  business  transactions  that  I  got  dejec  ted.  Mary  with 
her  hands,  time  and  heart  full  ol  cares,  company,  visiting  sick,  and 
making  Hail  locks,1  etc.  I  know  cannot  write  to  me  so  minutely  of 
house  allairs  as  1  should  wish. 

1  am  saddened  to  learn  by  your  letter  that  as  I  had  been  rejoicing 
in  the  thought  that  our  blessed  Invalid  was  improving  that  he  has 
had  an  arrest  to  his  using  his  crutches!  Never  despair,  so  long  as  his 
general  health  keeps  good,  we  have  much  to  hope  for,  and  having 
so  cheerful  a  home,  R:  that  precious  little  gay  loving  Brother,  his 
time  will  not  be  gloomy.  Night,  and  clay,  he  occupies  the  thoughts 
of  my  heart.  Oh,  that  he  may  be  restored  to  comfortable  health,  and 
the  useful  life  for  which  I  believe  him  destined!  lie  is  a  reflecting 
mind,  bright  and  talented.  Application  or  love  of  study,  as  his  life 
has  been,  could  never  have  been  expected,  his  acute  sufferings  hin¬ 
dered  all,  but  1  believe  that  he  is  a  sealed  heir  of  Heaven,  and  his 
progress  will  be  onward,  upward,  Heavenward.  I  wish  J  could  hold 
in  my  arms  and  kiss  him  for  good  Morning! 

You  cannot  concieve  how  eagerly  I  read  your  remarks  on  the 
times.  Often  I  have  said,  “Oh,  now  il  I  were  only  in  Morristown, 
I  should  hear  daily  everything  from  Mr.  Baker,  and  have  his  own 
views,  and  not  be  Battered  about  by  the  false,  unreliable  remarks 
Bennett,  Grecly,  R:  Co.  to  whose  wickedness,  I  suppose,  we  are  greatly 
indebted  lor  our  fearful  position  and  the  late  melancholy  disasterous 
Battle!!2 

On  Friday  our  City  was  truly  an  old  fashioned  4th  of  July  scene. 
1  he  first  M ichigan  Regiment,  with  its  wounded,  R:  without  its  Col.!-1 
R:  a  large  number  of  Rank  R:  file,  left  to  Sleep  far  from  Fathers, 
Mothers,  Wives  and  Children,  until  all  shall  once  more  obey  the 
Trumpet  sound!!  The  Shops  were  partially  closed,  the  City  decor¬ 
ated,  with  Flags  on  every  Building,  out  of  Windows,  from  sidewalk 
to  sidewalk,  large  plackards  met  the  eye  everywhere  on  which  was 
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\vi  i Ur n  "Welcome  I  Ionic  to  our  brave  Soldiers  of  the  First,  \\re  bit- 
leily  mourn  lor  our  gallant  ones,  left  behind.”  They  landed  at  the 
loot  ol  Brush  Street,  marched  down  Jell'erson  Avenue  to  Central 
Depot,  where  they  were  greeted  with  Cheers,  Ringing  of  Bells  k 
I*  11  iug  ol  Cannon.  Showers  of  Flowers  k  wreaths  of  every  dev  ice  dec¬ 
orated  the  Depot,  where  were  most:  sumptuously  Idled  Fables,  with 
the  very  best  ol  everything  which  money  cotdd  procure.  I  thought 
much  of  you,  and  your  respected  Father  all  day.  It  was  truly  a  Fourth 
ol  July  day.  No  work— all  play  &  Irolick  JL*  noise,  except  for  the 
“keepers  at  home”. 

I  had  just  finished  reading  your  letter  when  Mr.  Bacon  came  in 
to  say  that  he  “was  troubled  with  fear,  that  Mr.  Baker  was  going  to 
be  disappointed,  in  payment  from  that  Le  Bross  Man,  poor  fellow, 
cannot  pay,  for  he  cannot  get  one  cent  of  Money,  etc.,  he  will  pay,— 
1  know,  but  he  cannot  possibly  now.”  1  laughed  &  said  “Mr.  B.  has 
in  spite  ol  himscll  to  submit  to  Michigan  or  Detroit  custom.— The 
times  are  gloomy  and  most  disasterous.”  It  is  folly  for  me  to  pour 
into  your  or  Mary’s  heart  my  foolish  bettings. 

My  heart  aches  lor  my  poor  Dave.  No  Iricnd,  no  counsellor,  no 
sympathy.  He  appears  to  my  heart  like  a  poor  unfortunate  with  a 
rope  around  his  neck,  driven  to  the  sacrifice.  I  Ic  is  old  to  be  begin¬ 
ning  life  again,1  which  if  he  is  spared  to  see  the  conclusion  of  this 
War,  He  must  ol  course  begin  his  Law  operations  anew,  in  all 
respects.  1  know  not  what  their  arrangements  are.  I  wrote  to  Sarah 
on  her  first  communication,  that  I  had  not  one  word  to  say  in  coun¬ 
cil,  But  that  1  stood  ready  to  serve  them,  k  recicvc  them,  and  do  all 
in  my  power  to  make  them  happy,  and  was  thankful  that  I  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  have  a  home  to  share  with  all  my  children,  and  for  them 
to  use  for  their  happiness.—  What  their  plans  are  I  know  not,  but 
I  rather  think  Sarah  expects  to  visit  her  Mother  k  leave  Marion  k 
Johnny  East  for  their  education. 

Beyond  a  doubt,  the  South  was  the  Flower  k  Strength  of  our 
Army.  The  wound  inflicted  on  our  distracted  Country  can  never  be 
healed  in  my  day.  The  Generation  now  coming  forward  are  enter¬ 
ing  life  under  terrible  Bondage. 

I  am  mortified  to  begin  a  new  sheet,  but  my  letters  like  my  talk, 
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arc  pretty  tedious.  1  feared  that  the  W.  Point  life5  late  hours  etc. 
would  be  a  severe  draft  on  our  blessed  ardent  ambitious  Bessie,  with 
moderation  her  health  would  be  comfortable,  her  physique  is  too 
weak  for  her  ardent  temperament.  1  am  thankful  that  the  others 
keep  well.  Poor  Mary  for  the  draft  on  her  constitution  at  this  pres¬ 
ent,  I  am  sure,  will  run  down.  Will  you  believe  1  have  been  so  cer¬ 
tain  of  seeing  her,  with  the  part  of  the  family  that  were  lei t  behind 
by  the  W.P.  party5  “M iss  Corklc”  excepted,  that  ever  since  the  i  si  of. 
June  I  have  caught  myself  looking  for  them.  1  know  that  you  are  not 
happy  if  both  are  from  home  together.  1  thought  Robert  would 
accompany  them,  &  1  have  my  heart  gladdened  by  a  good  long  visit 
from  the  whole  of  them.  The  Change  of  air,  Space  to  race  in,  plenty 
of  room  in  the  house  and  for  Mary— release  from  company-care*— &: 
“bother”,  and  add  a  few  years  to  my  life.  However,  it  would  be  so 
much  happiness  for  me.  I  suppose  1  need  never  hope  for  such  pleas¬ 
ure  again. 

I  feel  and  think  with  you,  that  now  is  no  time  to  sell  property, 
and  if  we  may  only  keep  unincumbered  what  we  have  it  is  all,  to 
think  of.  The  Assessments  and  regular  Taxes  will  eat  us  all  up.  1  be¬ 
lieve  that  Wisconsin  &  part  of  Michigan  are  bent  upon  inventing 
Taxation  and  Assessments  not  alone  to  pay  their  Slate  Expenses, 
but  to  drive  non  residents’  property  under  the  hammer,  to  possess  it 
&  sell  it  in  small  parcels,  to  induce  foreign  possessing,  occupancy- 
farmers.—  T  hey  are  passing  through  Detroit  in  large  numbers,  ex¬ 
cellent  respectable  Laboring  Norwegians,  Swedes  &:  Nelhcrlanders. 

I  shall  tire  you,— only  let  me  ask  to  be  remembered  in  love  to  your 
Mother  and  family,  to  Mary  and  all  my  blessed  children.  With  much 
love  to  yourself  from  your  truly  attached  Mother— 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

i  Tiny  braids  were  made  of  the  hair  of  loved  ones,  and  these  were  enshrined  in 
brooches  or  rings  which  were  worn  and  treasured.  T  he  making  of  these  "hair-locks” 
was  an  art.  Each  hair  had  to  be  separately  weighted. 

Hull  Run. 

3  Col.  Orlando  B.  Willcox  had  been  wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  the  Battle  of 
Bull  Run  July  si,  1 8G i .  He  was  exchanged  August  17,  18(12. 

1  David  Stuart  had  enlisted  as  Lt.  Col.  of  the  .jsncl  Illinois  Infantry. 

5  Bessie  Baker— attractive  and  very  pretty— was  enjoying  hops  at  West  Point. 


/HAW  A  A  V'AK  \  Kl 


in-  'll  ,  'li  i  '  ■'  >ni  )i  i  »j ir.-j  f  .?uoib  I  )  .1 

'  '  t  ■  - 1  •  i  i 1  ii  ■  -  -  •  •  •  i  h  :  .  /  i,  •>  Hi  hr// 

ooJ  <  >  jil  .  ittiij  iol  ,u>j  ■) if  bluovf  iii f cor!  t>i!  rioiji.i  iboui 

<  >rho  *>< 1 1  lull  IwU  n  fli  mi)  f  Jfidritr  q/ir>f  tiubn.  rill  ml  jb  >// 
-  •/  aiflf  in  KuiiuiitM  rj(f  no  Imb  >ilJ  iol  ytr.M  roo‘I  .if1)  r  qoiJ 
i;m.^  n  ijil  j/ i.l  I  >7-jih<l  uo(  IliW  HV/ob  nut  Hi w  t^fut mu  l  .mo 

bli  <  /t  IkIoJI  Ij  I  •:  ih  >;  oi  xnoil  moil  oic  !jo«1  i  yqqwi 

U  I  |  .  II  *  «  1  7  »ii:  U  >  'j  '•  *  .mx  looloil'tf  >fi»  im  ll 

.  (lU.iJtHO)  (IMu!  VI.  j  )  7M,V  iol  OUR  orb  ni  moot  lo 

•eixU|  il  tub'll  i  >cj. >i 1  rj/jr  tv  ;fi  f  |qn«  I  .omi  mi  ga-jni* j<[j;rl  rbum 

rtu 

|  I;  h  03  »-ni  t  -  .rr  Kilt  ,»ioy  :  d  iril  bn*  bi  i  ; 
i  .lb.  ?i  )i  jvBi f  -s/f  Jcdw  I  riodmii  vnnu  <poi  Wn>  ymu  :>//  li  butt 

m>.;n  Jii'jtl  mm.-jiiin!/  )o  uiwo'  U  Jf.ill  *>*/•>» I 

j;  -I  rjtiJ'  ii  :i{»  i  .mob;  lull  «un  !>  b»  noi  n;x/:  I 

j  u.cjir>  »«>  .ijiso-j?  j  »;  ol  oinbifi  o>  ,*|y>«  j  Hnin  ni  ii  lb<  •/. 

r>  >uj;Itji!»  >/  J>  t'AvwZ  *  w  -M  <jiiro<b;.  1  )!cIbJo'j<|*>ti  Unlb> 

jilu  b..  >r» jj£ y j i  n<  f  nioil  il, : -noy  oJ  j7'>{ 


Ih.i  .  if*  I  ||>  m3,  l  »  III/  ,l  I-  r.  in.  H3V  f  il»:!  -  *#nh  n>  -  rlxxivi! 

•  {i-jv;  ybaiMj' **  M  In.il  u:H  rlii  l  ni.  ru.  />.*» 

.Muil  Hull 

. 

.yum  <<onit! I  Un  j.  Jill  b»  Aft.)  .1.1  u  !i  •  .Ifia  bail  iii.hV  bivi.(J  *■ 

<  «;  III  ,  M  .  it  I  nq  {«■*/  t  il.  iniJittliv.  <  <1  li  Sio^ill  <■ 


STUA  R T  LETTERS 


<TD 

Detroit,  August  l*8,  iStii 

1  )ear  Son— 

Altlio  1  am  perfectly  in  physical  health,  yet  so  ncrvus  lor  the  last 
t  wo  or  three  weeks,  which  acts  more  t  urbulently  on  my  hi  ain  than  in 
any  other  way,  ih.u  it  humbles  me  7 veil!  I  cannot  tell  whether  I  have 
acknowledged  your  truly  acceptable  favor  of  15th  ins.  or  not,  but 
in  not  relieving  a  line  from  you  for  some  time,  R:  finding  yours  ol 
the  iryth  in  my  Port  Folio,  and  reading  it  over,  1  leal  not. 

Now  is  the  lirst  of  its  being  in  my  power  to  remit  to  close  my  $300. 
to  Mary  R:  R’s  children  for  18G1,  &  please  send  I/avinia  $50.  I  will 
write  to  her  &  tell  her  that  I  hope  by  1st  Dec.  1  will  send  her  the  other 
.Srjo.  if  1  can. 

Oh  son,  what  bitterly  severe  times  we  are  having,  and  will  have, 
I  suppose  worse  than  we  can  immagine.  Nobody  pays  and  Mr.  1*. 
says  he  does  not  know  what  he  can  do.  Today  1  learn  that  the  Man 
who  has  just  entered  on  his  Lease  on  Randolph  Berthclet  property 
cannot  pay.  None  can.  I  have  not  paid  Robert 1  one  cent  on  his  $300. 
for  1 8G 1 . 

Sarah  had  not  sent  any  letter  to  me  (misaddressed)  for  her  Mother. 
I  recieved  a  letter  from  Sarah  on  Saturday.  She  writes  very  unsatis¬ 
factorily.  She  says  nothing  ol  her  plans— not  one  word  ol  David’s 
movements  except,  that  as  soon  as  she  begins  to  pack  she  will  write 
me  word,  that  all  arc  well,  and  as  David  is  now  encamped-  she  is 
anxious  to  close  her  house.—  Says  nothing  about  Bedford,— but  "on 
account  of  the  children’s  schooling  she  is  anxious  to  be  on  the  move. 
She  says  that  she  did  not  get  a  circular  from  Charlcris3  school,  which 
seems  to  be  her  mark  for  Johnny, ‘  and  a  School  in  Pliila.  for 
Marion!’'  It  is  not  my  duty  to  open  my  lips,  in  any  way  to  influence. 
We  are  now7 1  am  told  opening  a  first  rate  school,  one  of  the  highest 
class— the  Head  a  man  of  high  education'1— his  assistant  “a  finished 

scholar  $1000.  per  An.  his  salary— C - formerly  the  head 

’Teacher  in  a  large  academy  kept  by  his  Parents  in  Paris.  Ilis  father 
died,  &  Mother  closed  the  establishment,  the  tufo  Brothers  came  to 
America  to  elevate  their  condition.”  Everything  seems  promising 
—a  line  Academy  for  Boys  being  fitted  for  College.  11  these  things  are 
so, -I  should  think  it  highly  advantageous  to  have  a  girl  of  Marion’s 
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age  at  home  under  the  constant  supervision  and  care  of  a  Mother, 
than  subject  to  the  chances  of  a  Boarding  school  — 

1  lease  give  much  love  to  Mary.  I  suppose  she  leels  sadly  about 
Robert7— not  worse  than  I  do!  From  a  speech  Mr.  Howard  made  to 
me  of  him  I  was  as  certain  of  his  recieving  the  apt.  as  if  I  held  it! 
I  am  disgusted  with  politicians,  but  1  believe  that  our  disappoint¬ 
ment  emanates  from  higher  power  than  Earthly  Senators  or  powers. 

It  has  been  all  ordered  in  love  &  will  eventuate  better  than  we  could 
ask. 

Our  City,  our  Society  &  ourself  are  gloomy-going.  We  have  an 
unusually  healthy  pleasant  Season.  Our  schools  1  see  by  the  papers 
are  to  be  resumed.  Salaries,  as  rents,  are  to  be  reduced!  1  see  your 
W’illets  name  among  the  retained  Teachers,  so  that  1  hope  lie  will 
keep  up  his  interest. 

1  leai  this  will  be  my  last  cl  It.  or  Chk.  for  some  time.  I  of  course 
must  be  in  debt  to  Mr.  Gothcal,  and  a  note  from  Mr.  Adams,  in 
answer  to  mine  for  this  enclosed  Chk.  for  $250.  says-1  c  annot  read  it, 
&  send  it. 

°n  Monday  25th  ins.  1  rccieved  a  letter  from  Ellen*  which  as  soon 
as  1  acknowledge  rect.  1  will  send  it  to  you,  perhaps  tomorrow  or 
next  day. 

Love  to  every  blessed  c  hild  of  your  House— My  clear  Looly  is  sel¬ 
dom  out  ol  my  mind.  Oh  how  1  would  love  to  see  his  precious  pale 
lace.  My  dear  little  Eliza  soon  tired  of  writing  to  Grandma.  I  sup¬ 
pose  she  lorgets  that  she  has  not  ackn.  my  last  to  her.  With  much 
love. 

Your  sincerely  attached  Mother 

E.E.S.  • 

1  Robert  Smart,  Jr. 

-David  Stuart  had  been  commissioned  I.t.  Colonel  of  the  land  Illinois  Infantry 
on  July  a  a,  i8tii.  This  regiment  was  encamped  at  Camp  Douglas  near  Chicago  until 
•Sept.  1,  18G1,  when  it  lef l  Camp  Douglas  for  Missouri. 

1  tobably  Cli.ulici,  1”. lie,  1'iench  Institute,  boarding  and  day  school  for  young 
gentlemen,  1 8  K:  r,o  E.  a  |th  St.,  New  York. 

1  John  Small,  son  of  David  Small. 

5  Marion  Smart,  daughter  of  David  Smart. 

0  Detroit  Classical  &  Mathematical  School  for  Hoys,  my  Criswold  St.  Organized 
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Sipt.  ist,  i8lio.  I’li i lo  M.  l’iiitcrson,  M.A.  principal.  Charles  F.  Kellner,  l’h.'l). 
a-..isiant  principal. 

7  Robert  Stuart  Turner,  who  was  disappointed  in  not  getting  a  commission  in  the 
Army. 

s  !•  lie  n  Can  ns  Stuart. 


Detroit,  Sept.  1 8th,  1 8(i 


Dear  Son 


Your  favor  of  toth  ins.  should  have  been  acknowledged  earlier 
but  in  my  habitual  carefulness  I  had  stowed  it  away  and  could  not 
find  it!  I  have  at  last  found  it  in  more  neglected  company,  a  letter 
from  Mary  and  my  dear  little  sober  minded,  orderly  Eliza. 

I  answered  Dr.  Thorne  in  relation  to  Gotheal  just  as  you  sug¬ 
gested.  That  when  1  came  in  possession  of  “Sull.  Estate’1’  1  found 
Mr.  Gotheal  the  active  business  Man,  and  continued  so,  that  any 
change  which  had  taken  place  had  always  been  as  Nelly-  and  Jane3 
willed,  for  my  voice  was  of  no  consequence.  I  was  willing  to  leave 
things  as  my  Mother  left  them.  I  thanked  him,  etc.,  etc.  I  think  that 
they  are  under  a  wrong  impression  about  the  Store,4  I  rather  think 
that  Nelly  would  not  listen  to  a  reduction  of  Rent.  Mr.  G.  wrote 
once  or  twice  to  me  about  it,  and  said  that  the  Ten.0  would  not  re¬ 
main  without  much  reduction  of  rent. 

I  am  really  sorry  to  hear  of  that  Rond  Street  beautiful  Mouse0 
and  tin  nit  me  standing  as  it  does!  'Truly  we  have  fallen  on  evil  times, 
but  dear  Son  in  the  midst  of  our  dismay  and  disappointment  we  bow 
to  all  submissively,  for  we  know  that  National  confusion  and  Loss, 
etc.,  etc.,  such  as  we  now  are  passing  through  springeth  forth  not  by 
chance,  but  Me  who  ruleth  in  the  Heavens  will  order  all  aright,  and 
finally  establish  us  as  a  Nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord!  and  so  thor¬ 
oughly  purge  us  that  all  will  bless  Him  for  his  Chastisement.  I  es¬ 
teem  the  nonintercourse  between  dear  friends  not  the  least  among 
our  sad  afflictions. 

We  have  among  us  Husbands  whose  wives  and  part  ol  their  I  am¬ 
ides  are  South  and  in  distress,  they  cannot  hear  whether  they  are 
dead  or  alive.  Daughters  alone,  distressed  about  their  parents  in  the 
South,  Men  and  Wives,  Govt.  Officers  and  indeed  some  of  our  own 
North  Men,  who  are  filled  with  bitterness  to  the  Government,  and 
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have  gone  so  iar  as  to  express  their  opinion  in  lavor  of  Southern-  Men, 
Southern  Measures,  and  Southern  Institutions,  hut  they  ’were  too 
open,  and  excited  discontent  among  Citizens  who  cared  not  who 
they  were;  and  all  feel  that  they  must  walk  more  circumspectly  and 
adopt  my  old  rule  among  the  <  hildren,  viz.,  '  The  word  spoken  rules 
you,  unspoken  you  rule  it.’'7  Among  these  are  our  good  l)rs.  Pin  her, 
Stuart  and  Dr.  Scoval.  To  shew  Dr.  Stuart’s  feeling,  Mr.  Duflield 

n 1 

from  his  pulpit  announced  that  a  Scientific  Schollar  (colrd  man) 
"Dr.  Delany”  who  had  addressed  in  Co.  with  Lord  liroiuzhan!  a 
huge  scientific  assemblage,  ol  Talents,  piety,  etc.,  upon  some  sub¬ 
ject.  The  hour  appointed  arrived.  Lamps  all  lighted,  a  large  con¬ 
course  ol  people  assembled  around  the  Ch.  to  be  early  to  obtain 
good  Seats,  when  the  Sexton  announced  from  the  door  ol  the  Chh. 
that  the  1  rustees  had  locked  the  Doors  and  would  not  permit  the 
colored  man  to  speak!!  The  next  day  appeared  a  request  from  the 
undersigned,  etc.,  etc.  that  Dr.  Stuart  would  resign  his  Trusteeship 
in  behalf  ol  one  more  acceptable,  signed  by  a  heavy  majority  of 
Chh.  Members  among  whom  Sheldon  and  Belhune  DuHield  were! 
all  Republicans.  Dr.  Stuart  it  seems  has  always  been  “a  rabbid  Dem¬ 
ocrat,  dit.  Scoval  and  Pitcher,  it  is  truly  a  severance. 

Your  remark  of  the  drawn  game,  etc.,  remind  me  of  a  Speech  of 
mine,  "1  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Jef.  Davis  and  Beauregard 
are  first  rate  Chess  Players.  1  wish  my  Son  Mr.  Baker  were  arrayed 
against  them!  Their  game  would  soon  come  to  an  end.”  Oh  do  teat  h 
dear  Looe  as  thoroughly  as  his  valued  Mind  can  recieve  the  Game 
its  principles,  and  by  playing  a  game  a  day  what  strengthening  of 
his  poor  inactive  Mind,  because  no  food  to  furnish  reflection.  In  his 
state  of  health,  reading  will  neither  strengthen  his  mind  not  teach 
him  to  think,  but  chess  will  discipline,  arouse  and  fit  him  to  orig¬ 
inate  thought. 

Please  give  much  love  to  Mary  and  every  one  of  the  dear  house¬ 
hold.  I  write  in  a  few  days  to  my  little  Eliza. 

With  love,  your  sincerely  attached  Mother,  ^  ^ 

1  Estate  of  John  Sullivan,  her  father. 

-  Nelly— Ellen  Sullivan  Coxe. 

:!  Jane  Sullivan  ITaslett,  sisters  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Smart. 
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1  l  ilt  More  .n  1 1.*3  Front  Street,  New  York  City,  inherited  by  Jane  Sulliv.in  ll.islctl, 
!  lien  Sullivan  Goxc  and  Kli/abctli  Sullivan  Stuart  from  their  father,  John  Sullivan, 
after  the  death  of  their  mother,  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan. 
r*  Tenant. 

K|  Hontl  Street,  the  home  of  I,ooc  linker,  Sr.  and  his  second  wife,  the  widow  of 
Peter  Kean. 

7  This  was  one  of  Grandmother  Stuart’s  sayings  often  quoted  in  the  family. 


Del  roil,  Oct.  1 6th,  1 8f>  i 

Dear  Son— 

Your  favor  of  12th  ins.  reached  me  yesterday.  I  saw  Mr.  Porter 
this  morning  and  told  him  your  remarks,  and  that  you  have  written 
to  Harwise  k  Williamson.1  Do  you  remember  having  heard,  that  on 
the  last  decree  being  obtained  in  our  favor  that  that  unprincipled 
Collins,  said  to  someone,  that  he  would  make  it  the  dearest  piece  of 
property  we  have  ever  owned?  I  cannot  remember  to  whom  he  made 
it,  or  from  whom  /  got  it.  1  suppose  Harwise  &  Williamson  will  look 
carefully  into  it.  Mr.  1*.  thinks  “that  property  now  on  the  tappis, 
will  be  found  to  be  in  some  way  in  record,  in  Mr.  Stuart’s  name”. 

Do  you  remember  a  transaction,  between  M  r.  Stuart  &  J  udge  Doty, 
when  Judge  wrote  to  him  to  effect  an  exchange  of  Property,  1  think 
in  Madison?  The  Judge,  wishing  to  have  some  of  Mr.  Stuart’s,  which 
1  believe  were  on  an  Island  “Neena,  or  the  Nebishe”  which  would 
give  Judge  property  belonging  to  him,  k.S.  on  this  Island,  which 
would  add  very  much  to  the  value  of  that ,  where  he  meant  to. settle, 
&  for  which,  he  would  give  Mr.  Stuart,  as  valuable  property,  in 
Madison,— which  projjerty,  I  well  remember  Mr.  S.  agreed  to  Lake 
in  exchange.  I  am  afraid  that  this  fellow  Collins,  when  he  assumed 
possession  of  that,  with  which,  he  has  so  troubled  us,  then  held,  and 
Mortgaged  that  same  property.  I  see  that  Doty  has  recievecl  an  In¬ 
dian  Agency,  &:  gone  to  his  Station  at  Utah.  The  time  is  at  hand  when 
all  the  Madison  Property  is  going  to  be  too  valuable  to  be  lightly 
lost. 

I  think  it  strange  that  we  have  not  heard  from  Harwise  etc.  for 
nearly  a  Year— not  one  word  of  that  region  of  Wis.  Taxes!  Perhaps 
I,  or  they  are  mistaken  in  their  position  relative  to  the  property. 
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I  thought  that  when  Gatlin  retired  &  Barwise  came  in,  they  had  that 
part  of  the  business  in  Ch.  as  Macy  &  Driggs  had  in  Dctroit-R:  Baird, 
the  G.  Hay,  etc.  department.  Not  hearing  anything  I  took  it  for 
granted  that  those  gentlemen  were  in  constant  correspondence  with 
\ou.  ()j  course  I  have  never  since  Mr.  Stuart’s  death  presumed  to 
make  a  move  without  consulting  or  acquainting  you.  I  remember 
his  thanksgiving  expression,  the  morn,  he  recieved  your  consent  to 
do  loi  him.  I  have  endeavored  in  every  way,  nothing  too  trilling 
lor  me  to  refer  all  my  proceedings  to  him!  Oh  how  often  it  has  been 
said  to  me  1  would  not  be  so  troubled,  I  would  sell  oil  all  unavail¬ 
able  property  etc.  ’  I,  only  as  that  I  may  be  permitted,  to  do  as  I 
think  he  would  approve,  and  hand  all  over,  exactly  as  1  recieved  it, 
(ree  of  all  incumbrances,  Faxes,  etc.  Poor  Governor  Woodbridire 

o 

wiote  a  note  to  a  friend  of  mine  a  lew  days  since  expressing  a  fear 
that  want  is  coming  on  him  in  his  old  age,  as  it  will  take  all  his  prop¬ 
erly  to  pay  his  Assessments.  It.  is  the  hardest  time  I  have  ever  known 
in  my  Life. 

Yesterday  Jolnr  reed,  a  letter  from  his  Mother  in  which  she  speaks 
of  expecting  Aunt  Mary  to  see  her— that  Mother  and  all  were  dis¬ 
appointed  at  his  not  coming— that  little  Sarah3  is  tin  ned  right  into 
to  studying  at  couzin  Dollic’s  under  young  Brevoort’s  teacher— only 
regrets  that  she  had  not  brought  dear  John,  when  he  too  might  have 
reaped  the  same  advantages,  all  Gratis.  If  I  were  not  afraid  that 
Sarah  might  think  that  1  wished  to  shake  off  care,  I  would  write  to 
her  immediately  to  have  Johnny  brought  down.  I  would  gladly  pay 
his  expense  down  and  send  him  under  safe  conduct,  that  the  dear 
child  should- recicvc  such  advantages— he  is  sadly  deficient  for  one 
of  his  age.  If  I  could  see  my  way  clear  I  would  incur  the  expense  of 
sending  him  for  two  years  to  a  Boarding  school,  at  the  end  of  which 
Marion  will  I  trust  be  through.  It  is  dreadful  for  me  to  see  that  dear, 
good,  well  behaved  well  disposed  Boy  coming  up  without  any  advan¬ 
tages.  I  have  seen  enough  to  know  that  here  he  cannot  study— There 
is  too  much  all  around  to  dissipate  his  mind— besides  he  says  that  the 
Latin  which  he  learned  with  Mr.  Long,  is  fast  fading  from  his  mind, 
for  he  cannot  understand  one  word  that  his  present  Teacher  says— 
he  is  a  German  and  speaks  very  unintelligible  English. 
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1  have  intruded  all  this  on  your  attention,  that  you  may  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  express  an  opinion  should  Sarah  ask  it  of  you!  Dear  Son, 
I  am  aware  that  you  have  more  helpless  women  hanging  on  your 
ski  its,  than  commonly  kill  to  the  burden  of  one  Man,  but  1  reiterate 
your  respected  Father’s  expression— “I  ought  to  be  thankful  that  he 
is  so  uselul,  and  can  now  so  essentially  contribute  to  Mrs.  Stuart’s 
happiness.  Oh,  yes,  1  freely  give  my  Sanction  to  his  going.”  1  will 
never  shirk  Irom  what  I  am  able  to  do,  but  I  need  another  head,  and 
to  whom  can  I  go  but  to  Thee. 

I  am  going  to  write  to  Sarah  about  Johnny.  Sarah  writes  that 
Marion’s  health  closes  the  hope  of  her  going  to  that  Phila.  School  Sc 
that  she  will  be  obliged  to  put  her  in  a  School  in  N.  York. 

1  cannot  tell  you  how  rejoiced  my  heart  is  to  think  that  those  three 
dear  children  are  so  lortunatc  in  having  a  Teacher  in  whom  you  are 
satisfied,  that  their  loundation  will  be  such  as  you  approve.  So  much 
depends  on  a  right  beginning.  Mdme.  CentemeiT  said  that  Mary 
Maker5  was  the  thoroughly  well  instructed  young  lady  that  had  come 


under  her  notice  in  America!  Please  tell  my  dear  little  good  Eliza 
that  as  soon  as  1  can,  I  will  acknowledge  to  her  rect.  of  her  kind 
letter  enclosed  in  Aunt\ ’s/'  For  the  last  three  weeks  I  have  been  un- 
i.  :.alr.  toelcss  from  nervus  trouble  in  my  head.  I  am  about  the 
:.c  .v;  but  I  believe  too  lazy  to  think  or  write.  I  meant  at  least  one 
v.xT  since  to  have  sent  you  Mr.  Porter’s  A  c  cr  here  I  find  it  still 
i/i  n/}  Port  Polio,  and  a  letter  from  Robert,  which  I  thought  you  had. 

Did  I  wiite  you  that  Mr.  Willis*  Sc  Barney  Campau’s  widow  were 
mat  ried— Both  have  called  on  me.  In  writing  to  you,  I  write  to  Mary, 
&  give  you  as  passing,  the  gossip.  The  day  before  yesterday  Louis 
Cass  gave  a  dinner.  I  suppose  to  the  elite  of  Det.  Mrs.  H.  II.  Brown 
8c  daughter,  Then  Romeyn  wife  and  daughter,  Bishop  McCoskry  Sc 
Lady,  C.  C.  Trowbridge  8c  daughter  Mary,  Judge  Hand,  Mrs. 
Clarke,  a  gentleman  staying  with  Mrs.  H.  H.  Brown,  Mr.  8c  Mrs. 
Dow  (Lothrops)  Miss  Davenport!  Mary,  not  you,  can  enter  into  all 
this.— no  Genl.  nor  Mrs.  Canfield— at  a  time  all  the  world  affianced 
him  to  Miss  Ladue!  At  that  time  he  gave  a  large  evening  party,  at 
which  in  addition  to  the  above  named  were  Mr.  Ladue  8c  Daughters 
—Mr.  8c  Mrs.  Birchard!  &  about  fifty  others.  Now  “all  the. world  say” 
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iliat  lie  Mary  llrown  are  to  be  married.  Oh,  how  green  all  the 
world  are,  wisdom  will  certainly  die  with  me!  Oh  how  l  long  to  sit 
right  down  as  I  used  to  when  1  came  in  Irotn  N.  York  between  you 
Y  tell  you  all  1  saw,  all  1  heard  &:  with  all  my  own  commentaries. 
1  ell  Mary  Rev.  M.  Woodbridge,  ol  Mrs. Clarke  memory,  is  married!! 

\\  lien  your  Mother  comes  to  N.  York  I  beg  to  be  in  much  love 
named  to  her.  I  am  anxious  to  know  whether  she  has  ever  reed,  a 
line  Irotn  me  since  she  sent  me  her  precious  valued  daguerreotype. 
In  turning  out  my  papers  some  time  since  1  find  one  written  thank¬ 
ing  her  etc.  &  begging  if  she  had  one  of  the  same  kind  of  Mrs.  Crillin 
to  lavor  me  with  it.  I  never  got  it  nor  notice  of  a  letter  Irom  me,  8c 
never  having  reed,  a  line  from  her  since,  it  is  so  unlike  her  innate, 
polite  Christian  Courtesy,— that  1  fear  that  I  never  sent  the  letter, 
ol  which  this  seems  only  a  rough  Copy!  My  memory  is  gone— and 
I  find  that  when  I  have  settled  it)  do  a  thing,  it  appears  as  if  1  had 
consummated  it  when  I  have  done  nothing  but  break  intent  ions. 

Please  remember  me  in  love  to  your  blessed  Household.  1  trust 
that  dear  llessic  will  be  all  that  our  fondest  hope  would  have  her, 
and  I  am  rejoiced  that  Mary8  has  undertaken  her  blessed  treasure 
committed  to  her  instruction  by  his  fond  Mother.  He  has  a  line 
mind  uncommonly  perceptive.  It  will  be  to  her  a  perfect  renewal  of 
her  own  education,  ise  how  much  more  thorough  than  he  could  ob¬ 
tain  by  a  day  school.  Not  a  night  passes  than  he  is  not  an  object  of 
serious  love  8c  thought.  With  much  love  to  you  both,  from  Your 
sincerely  attached  mother, 

E.E.Sa 

1  Williamson  ft-  Barwise— Wisconsin  Land  Agency,  Banking  K;  lAchange  Ollice, 
Madison,  Wisconsin. 

-  John  Stuart,  son  of  David  Stuart  and  Sarah  Benson  Smart. 

Little  Sarah  Lawrence  Stuart,  now  ten  years  old,  daughter  of  Da\id  K:  Sarah 
Benson  Stuart. 

4  Mine.  Centcmcri  was  the  well-known  singing  teacher. 

5  Mary  Baker,  eldest  daughter  of  William  Baker. 

0  “Aunty”  was  the  name  Kate  Stuart’s  Baker’s  children  used  for  their  aunt  &  step¬ 
mother,  Mary  Turner  Baker. 

7  Richard  Storrs  Willis,  widow  of  Jessie  Cairns  Willis,  who  had  died  April  g,  1858, 
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was  maiiiid  in  Kalamazoo,  Michigan  on  October  3,  1 80 1  to  Alexandrine  Macomb 
Canipau,  the  widow  of  John  Barnaby  Canipau. 

Mis.  Canipau  was  a  devout  Roman  Catholic,  and  she  presuaded  Mr.  Willis  10 
join  In  1  Church,  and  put  the  three  little  children  of  his  first  wife  to  school  in  a  con¬ 
vent.  These  three  daughters  all  became  Roman  Catholics. 

John  Burnaby  Canipau,  the  first  husband  of  Alexandrine,  mysteriously  disap¬ 
peared  Nov.  im),  1859  and  his  body  was  found  Dec.  19,  1859  at  the  foot  o(  Bates  Street, 
Detroit. 

s  Mary  Baker,  18  years  old,  was  evidently  undertaking  the  instruction  of  Willie 
Baker,  3  V2  years  old,  her  little  half-brother. 


Detroit,  Novein.  1st,  iStii 

My  blessed  beloved  Son,— 

1  cannot  bear  to  be  in  a  lalse  position.  1  always  wish  to  be  exactly 
right,  but  never  satisfied  with  this  alone,  I  always  wish  to  seem  right; 
but  ever  to  be  in  your  debt,  in  not  acknowledging  your  soothing, 
comforting  letters  seem  wrong. 

Ever  since  rect.  of  your  valued  favors  of  1 2 th,  17th,  1  cjtli  &  21st 
ins.  circumstances  have  occurred  to  prevent  my  writingsat  islactorily. 

1  st ,  each  day  I  had  to  hope— “Tomorrow  this  crazy  rickctty  brain, 
trembling  hand  &  throbbing  fluttering  heart  will  be  such  as  to  en¬ 
able  me  to  write  legibly  etc.  to  acknowledge  rect.  of  your  valued 
treasure— Then  as  soon  as  1  can  accomplish  it,  I  wished  to  have  sent 
you  an  E.  check  to  dispose  of  in  $50.  Dollars  investment  to  put  in 
his  hands,  Robert’s1  $300.  8c  Lavinia’s  $50. 

On  1st  Oct.  I  drew  from  Porter  the  $80.  of  R.R.  Coupons  &:  have 
watched  every  day  since  for  something  to  add  to  it.  When  last  I 
talked  with  Porter  he  was  very  feeble,  and  seemed  disponding  about 
my  collections,  spoke  discouragingly  about  “Just  at  this  time  paying 
Robert’s1  etc.  I  put  off  all  until  1  st  November,  when  my  blessed 
Tickler  shows  me  that  I  can  pay  all  1  owe.  I  shrink  from  leaving 
debts  behind,  8c  here  behold  when  I  thought  Robert1  might  still  be 
in  Europe  or  on  the  Atlantic  I  recieve  a  letter  from  him,  but  as  1 
have  made  all  my  arrangements  for  payment,  I  shall  carry  out  my 
plans.  Take  my  coupon  $80.  with  a  check  for  $220.  8c  $50.  which 
will  pay  Robert1  his  $300.  8c  Lavinia  her  $50.  Robert1  of  course  will 


AV.'VV  V  A  A  A  v  jtz 


.»  i.quii >  ydi;in»;M  tnlo^  |«i  wfifii  t  tmIi  ,im|  *ik  » 

f\  //  iK  lr>t  i  .(  ».t/  i»  "  i-  •  )  U8IIH  ’I  li  i#  *f*  •:  »•»  ,  1,1 

.y  ji|  l(<  :  It  fitful#  >UII  jk!  Hi  »T«I<  >  till  .In  >/ 

i  il)  /  >i  1  >l<  /  tfl  St.tf'HKJtlllA  lu  hnultuii  l/lll  .‘'ll  1  It.lll  '■  I  III!  'I 

,  i?.  .luff  lo  looi  III  1  Hi  (t|  .y>d  I  UioWftw  ylxMliitl  Imik  cr.Hi  .!  /«/  l/rn.>«| 

<//•  li  ,  iui-  km  » i •>!  •  [iir  lMVJt  .  ../#  «ir.*»y  Hi  ,  .'I  .  it.l t 

.Tk I lo’ii I  UmI  rHllil  ml  ,Ht>  n.  >(  i  1  (.  ,T-*ifcH 


i  1  >  K  I  ,1/1  ,J!U'I  A 


--K\  '  ■  ■  '  ; '  i •' 


■  h i i  !  ,tioiii«>cj  cji\iA  is  ni  o<!  oi  it  »d  lonm  J  I 

jo  ■  v i  i/t  .  ion  fit  ,)<.  jb  tnoy  n  xl  oi  wj  jud 

,'^fimw  »uvu  ala  J*  r  ^mimo'iAoi 

i;  •!  *J8  ilio r  ,i  yi  ,.U*i  lo  /.iovr.1  bordnv  *fff<ry  lo  .mi  j->ni>'  vjv3 

...  ,  .  H  It  »/*'■'•  •  -I  I  lIJMJK -  J/ful 'ey il!i  1/llliJ  Il  )/t 

I.  '  I  t\ irf  .i  <  ii  Win  iqoii  ot  f)Bil  I  'r.h  i\  >r.>  ,ki 

* i )  «ij  a  riju/  i<!  Ilivr  nmd  gni  nlJufl  jjnidcfcmh  bniirl  ymklmjil 
rjuft  n  o  U  ■■  a!  ■  duly  m-bji:  o)  »»  vldi^jl  A  m  ol  'Ji  >Mi; 

-  j_  • !  '1  1 :  ; .  i .  i  l 

.Of  2.  /Ml I.  <;1  *>.  .oof*4  /.  IT  lo/l  /bfifirl  aid 

> 

[  ,  ,.i  no  'V/  il  A  l>b*.  01  ^(liflhKifOt  to!  omi'u  yub  viuvi  fredm.vr 

ye*  mj  jiifii  /nil  u  .i (  <tik  '^n;grnjoj?ib3^o<|*,iiK»iir;  buy  t 
(iti  m  i  idn iv/o/i  i?i  ii  nj  lie  Bo  iii(|  I  a*>  / 

3  tivi;  I  .I:  »!  t  i  .  n  1  II  ;  ;q  mr»  I  uni)  *>  a  «worl«  tj!  • ;  1 
,1  idpim  *3  il n>I  irf  ij >fli  l  n  >dvr  blorf  id  !> ior-  ^  .bnirhcl  *id*  b 

i  r\,  1  (I  ,  iid  in  1 1  i»ul  ;  <■  .  .  i  ^rn/.Ij/.  3i  l  no  to  K|0'nri  fii 
ym  jijo  .  r r.  II.,d;  :  nuiii/:  q  v  "  /j  jiiO-griGTif;  yiit  IIs  ^bem  or  ;d 
1 1 lid  . 7  .o,  A  ows£  ml  A  ridj  n  li/i  ,o^f  ikhmio  j  ym  o^».  1  ennkj 


STUART  LETTERS 


1 


8°  °' C1  to  y°l,r  house  &  I  wish  you  would  try  to  induce  him  to  invest 
Ins  Money.  1  am  afraid,  having  it  in  his  hands,  will  induce  him  to 
get  hnnscll  &  me  in  trouble.  1  am  going  to  write  to  him  immediately 
^  s'u^  ,c‘h  him  that  1  have  sent  the  money  to  you,  hoping  that  you 
uould  invest  it  in  $50.  I  rcasury  Notes.  He  may  be  in  debt  to  some 
passenger  &  want  his  money  now.  However,  1  leave  all  this  to  your 
judgement.  I  hope  in  this  you  will  find  enclosed  Check  for  .S|r,o., 
$300-» lor  lvob.,$ioo.  my  payment  for  Morristown  Seminary  Stock,2 
which  were  I  able  should  be  Si  non.  for  my  heart  rejoices  in  that, 
i  tch  blessings  for  our  precious  Morristown  daughters!  Oh  how  in- 
finilely  superior  to  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  in  the  very  best 
ol  N.\ .  Boaid  Schools.  I  wish  that  our  two  dear  Sonnys  could  be 
smuggled  in  as  daughters. 

1  am  rejoiced  that  our  good  dear  Johnny3  is  going  to  Mr.  Mann— 
He  needs  a  new  dispensation  of  affairs— He  is  a  dear  considerate 
aflectionate  com  pan  ionable  Hoy.  He  left  me  on  Monday  for  N.  York, 
w  hei  e  I  1 1  list  that  ere  this  lie  has  safely  8:  happily  arrived. 

M\  poor  Dave  and  his  family  are  such  weights  on  my  heart.  I  com¬ 
mend  them  to  God  who  alone  can  order.  I  am  very  much  encouraged 
to  hope  that  he  will  be  converted  before  he  goes  hence.  Better— -oh 
how  much  better  for  his  children.  He  may  yet,  in  speaking  of  his 
G.  Parents  yet  say-In  dying  they  bequeathed  to  their  Sons  a  good 
name— which  unsullied  descended  to  me-&  may  lie  perpetuated  in 
his  Sons.1  Dear  Son,  I  have  come  to  the  decission,  that  my  besetting 
sin  has  been  Pride  of  Good  Name.  It  was  too  of  his  father’s  G. 
Father  (i.e.)  dear  Uncle’s  Father,5  Father0  8 •  Brother  Robert’s 
father.—  And  we  were  wickedly,  hatefully  proud— taught  by  my 
fat  her  and  Mother  from  both  sides  of  the  house— an  unspotted  high 
classed  for  honesty  8:  honorable  reputation— I  tell  you  that  I  have 
been  and  am  humbled.—  I  am  real  Blue,  when  1  tell  you  that  David 
at  least,  8c-  I,  needed  just  the  fiery  furnace  through  which  we  were 
taken— to  know  ourselves— so  that  it  bring  him  to  Jesus,  a  strong 
independent  Soldier— all  8:  all  for  thanksgiving. 

My  best  love  to  Mary— to  everyone  of  my  blessed  Children.— 
What  are  Robert’s8  prospects?— I  believe  that  it  has  all  been  kindly 
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ordered,  not  gelling'  inio  the  Army  as  he  hoped.  As  a  School  lor 
Morals  it  is  being  highly  improved. 

With  much  love  to  you  dear  Son— ever  Your 

Sincerely  Attached  Mother 

E.  E.  Stuart. 

1  Robert  Stiiiiit  Jr.  F.lizabeih  Stuart’s  soil. 

-  J  lie  Morris  Female  Seminar)  was  ripened  about  1 8(3 1*  and  operated  undei  that 
name  until  1 875.  Its  principal  u as  Charles  G.  1  lazelline.  William  C.  Baker’s  daugluci s 
attended  this  school.  In  187b  the  school,  which  had  been  closed  for  a  year,  was  re¬ 
opened  b)  Miss  Dana,  who  came  to  Morristown  from  Dobbs  Ferry,  N.Y.  Her  School 
was  well  known  for  many  years. 

:i  John  Stuart,  son  of  David  Stuart  and  Sarah  Benson,  now  1  j  years  old. 

1  Flic  inscription  on  Robert  Stuart’s  monument  in  the  Stuart  lot  in  Khnwood 
Ccmeiety  reads:  "lie  leaves  behind  him  the  incentive  of  a  good  name  and  his  record 
is  on  high”. 

Captain  James  Stuart  (James  Me  l  avish  McAlester:  James,  son  of  James,  son  of 
Alexander)  who  was  known  as  Sen  mas  na  Coille  or  “James  in  the  Wood.”  Yccording 
to  “Old  Uncle”  David  Stuart,  this  Capt.  James  Stuart  was  a  Loyalist,  but  his  brothers, 
John  and  Robert  Stuart,  were  on  the  side  of  the  Young  Pretender,  in  the  uprising  of 
1 715- 

,J  John  Sullivan,  the  father  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart. 

7  Robert  Magee  Sullivan,  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart’s  brother. 

s  Robert  Stuart  Turner. 


Detroit,  Novcm.  tujllt,  18G1 

Dear  Son,— 

1  have  a  I  riend  whom  I  love  very  much,  and  in  whom  I  have  per¬ 
fect  confidence,  who  once  said  to  me  “Oh  Mrs.  Stuart  you  love  to 
say  pleasant  things  altho  totally  unmerited.”  I  felt  the  reproof 
keenly,  for  I  too  believe  that  our  Heavenly  Father  is  always  dis- 
]d cased  with  the  flatterer!  I  took  the  reproof— although  she  would 
never  allow  that  she  meant  this— Now  I  fear  to  speak  my  feelings 
when  my  heart  overflows  with  gratitude,  lest  again  I  shall  be  accused 
of  “loving  to  say  pretty  things”.  But  I  must  say,  to  me,  your  calm 
peaceful  letters  arc  always  Oil  on  my  tumultuous  grieving  spirit. 
Not  hearing  one  word  from  Robert,1  I  feared  that  I  had  aroused 
his  wrathful  spirit,  in  not  having  in  answer  to  his  immediate  want 
sent  him  the  money.  Since  I  reed,  your  truly  welcome  letter  18  ins. 
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1  am  at  peace,  &:  hope  that  I  will  no  more  yield  to  my  unhappy  [ears 
about  him  or  for  him.— 


I  lound  your  letter  referring  to  Mr.  P’s.  a/e  &  thank  you  for  your 
Patience,  with  my  blundering.—  I  am  glad  that  Mary  lias  been  on 
a  visit  to  your  Mother.  I  suppose  I  am  indebted  to  the  kind  accep¬ 
table  attention  of  Mrs.  \\  hitehead  lor  a  Newspaper  announcing'  the 
death  of  her  respected,  high  classed  Christian  Father!  Truly  such 
are  not  only  an  allliction  to  their  immediate  family  but  to  the  YVoi  Id, 
al t ho  he  had  past  his  allotted  time,  yet  was  exert ing  a  holy  influence, 
in  his  daily  walk.  We  can  ill  alford  to  lose  such  bright  &:  shining 
lights.—  Oh  yes,  you  say  truly,  “For  him  to  die  was  great  gain”.  1  le 
kept  his  Lamp  so  well  trimmed  &  burning,  that  at  times  he  was 
almost  led  to  exclaim,  “Why  am  I  not  permitted  to  put  on  my  beaut  i- 
Itil  Gaiment,  washed  in  the  blood  ol  the  Lamb!  What  attainments 


may  every  Christian  make!  1  know  that  we  may  all  honor  the  blessed 
Savior  as  he  did,  il  like  him,  we  keep  our  eye  steadily  fixed  upon  the 
pi  l/e.  May  you  dear  Son,  and  your  household  be  living  Epistles — 
that  it  may  truly  marked  as  a  household  whose  God  is  i he  Lord. 

With  much  love,  as  ever 


Your  attached  Mother 


Please  hand  the  enclosed  to  Mary 


E.E.S. 


1  Robert  Stuart  Jr.— her  son. 


dated  November  yj,  1861. 
Enclosure  with  letter  from  E.E.S.  to  W.C.B. 

Dearest  Mary— A  paper  has  come  to  me  with  Judge  Whitehead’s 
name,  marked  with  the  annunciation  of  the  passing  away  of  that 
blessed  Saint  her  father,  For  me  or  any  friend  to  pass  such  marked 
losses  silently  indicates  a  want  of  sympathy.  I  am  no  longer  capable 
of  writing  as  1  could  wish,  or  without  your  being  ashamed  of  your 
Mother.  Will  you  go  &  tell  her  that  you  pay  the  visit  for  me,  Sc 
tender  her  my  heart’s  warm  love,  k  tell  her,  I  do  from  my  heart  sym¬ 
pathize  in  her  heart’s  bereavement  of  such  rich,  holy  association  of 
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her  blessed  Father,  but  she  can  only  think  of  him  rejoicing ’that  he 
has  joined  his  glorified  group  gathered  in  their  Father’s  home! 

Please  remember  me  in  love  to  little  Mrs.  Stevenson  her  dear 
loved  Mother.  1  think  of  them  daily.  I  often  wished  to  write  to  her 
since  her  bitter  sorrow— the  death  ot  her  dear  little  Rachel,1  which 
clothed  her  heart  with  sorrow.  How  is  the  Doctor— is  there  hope  of 
a  permanent  recovery  for  him? 

1  suffered  myself  to  be  elated  hoping  to  see  you  with  the  little 
baby  house  &:  Robert,"  but  1  suppose  it  is  part  ol  the  perfect  dis¬ 
cipline  of  “bringing  up”  the  nest.  How  is  poor  Looe?  Does  he  im¬ 
prove  under  home  tuition?  Oh  that  he  were  able  to  go  to  Mr.  Mann! 
M\  daily  prayer  is  that  he  may  be  healed,  be  enabled  to  be  fitted 
for  a  useful  member  of  Society. 

Does  Mr.  baker  maintain  the  same  equanimity  that  he  did  when 
he  sees  the  crashing  all  around?  Oh  what  distress  all  are  seeing!  Do 
you  know  anything  ot  Mr.  Walker’s  lamily?1  Anything  ol  his  Nat¬ 
chez  family?1  Oh  how  1  wish  l  could  sit  for  a  while  &  hear  him  talk 
over  this  most  disastrous  time!  And  it  is  your  Genl.  Johnston  who 
is  the  Seccs.  Genl.!  What  think  of  that  visit  of  Maj.  Ilardet  when 
we  were  so  busy  in  marrying  him  to  Miss  bullock?  11  we  had  had 
wisdom  we  should  not  have  wondered  at  his  big  trunk  for  only  two 
days. 

In  love, 

E. 

1  Rachel  Ellen  Stevenson  died  June  eg,  i8(>i. 

-  Robert  Stuart  Turner. 

3  Samuel  Walker,  the  husband  of  William  Baker’s  sister,  Eliza,  who  lived  in  New 
Orleans. 

1  The  McMurrans,  William  Baker’s  cousins,  who  lived  in  Natchez,  Miss. 


Detroit,  Dec.  7th,  1 8(i  1 

Dearly  loved  Son,— 

Your  long  and  almost  impatiently  looked  for  but  gladly  recieved 
letter  was  handed  me  this  morning;  truly  I  realize  fully  the  truth  of 
your  remark  “Mary  and  I  trust  to  each  other  to  tell  you  everything 
that  is  interesting  for  you  to  know.”  by  this  I  ol  course  am  the  loser! 
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Your  last  to  me  was  1 8th  ult;  and  I  believe  1  have  not  reed,  a  letter 
horn  Mai y,  since  the  day  belorc,  or  alter  Mary  was  going  to  visit 
your  Mother.  In  the  meantime,  our  precious  blessed  K li/a,  has  pub¬ 
lic  kly,  in  the  presence  of  Hearts  that  loved  her,  &  wept  sweet  tears 
°l  thanksgiving  that  that  dear  little  sealed  one  had  been  sustained 
m  the  piesence  of  that  Assembly,  Angels  R:  witnessing  spirits  made 
perfect,  to  sign  the  covenant,  which  the  Savior  strengthening  her 
I o rever  will  claim  ol  her,  so  to  walk,  as  will  adorn  the  Doctrines, 
which  she  professes  to  love,  R:  so  recommend  to  all  the  part  she  lias 
chosen. 


I  reed,  from  John  yesterday  a  letter  wherein  lie  says  “Moddie1 
joined  the  Church  on  Sunday.  It  was  very  solemn.  While  Mr. 
Irving-  was  asking  the  Question  a  great  many  people  cried.  1  Ie  cried 
himscll.  I  could  not  help  crying  &  I  thought  Oh,  what  solemn  duties 
she  had  taken  upon  herself.”  1 1  is  remarks  reminded  me  of  a  Letter 
Mary  wrote  me  after  our  dear  Invalid  had  been  in  Churc  h  ‘‘Mother, 
it  was  a  solemn  morning,  1  cried  all  the  time,  I  cried  for  you,  for 
Kate,3  R:  for  myself  !  My  heart  responds,  yes,  R:  on  this  great  momen¬ 
tous  joyous  yet  solemn  scene  again  she  has  c  ried  for  all—  but  1  cry 
alone!  I'is  strange  that  joy  should  bring  tears  as  well  as  joy!  Was  our 
dear  Looly  a  witness  to  the  scene? 

Oh,  you  are  blessed.  Mary’s  and  Bessie’s4  sympathies  1  am  sure 
were  warmly  deeply  enlisted,  but  where  was  clear  Bessie?  I  hope  she 
will  never  cease  to  press  for  the  prize  of  her  high  calling.  May  1  ask  the 
favor  of  you  to  add  this  dedication  of  Eliza  of  herself  on  this  momen¬ 
tous  event— in  my  old  Bible— Sunday  Eliza  Baker— day— date— M  bl¬ 
ister  R:  church  Sc  her  age!5  I  cannot  remember  whether  I  did  so  to 
our  dear  Mary,  not  knowing  the  exact  time  at  the  time.  1  have  no 
recollection  of  doing  it  R:  now  wish  you  to  do  it  for  me.  She’s  not 
‘‘very  young”  in  mind  Sc  character,  the  Lord  loved  her  R:  gave  her 


love  R:  wisdom,”  ‘‘He  drew  her  R:  she  followed”.  Oh,  let  us  all  love, 
Sc  praise  Him  for  His  loving  kindness.  Oh  yes,  you  may  have  con¬ 
fidence  in  her!  I  have  great  faith  in  that  sweet  encouragement  suffer 
the  little  children  etc.  etc. 

1  remember  all  the  transaction  you  refer  about  the  Gilbert  claim 
etc.  Mr.  Ferry  was  here  a  few  days  since.  I  was  at  meeting  R:  lost  see- 
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ing  him.  Mr.  Porter  has  another  pull  back.  I  cannot  but  feel  anxious 
for  him  be  looks  badly. 

1  am  really  pleased  that  you  have  so  good,  so  truly  pious  a  Man 
for  your  Chh.  of  the  Redeemer  as  Mr.  Bolton.0  I  think  you  will  all 
be  pleased  with  him.  1  have  long  known  ol  him.—  One  would  think 
coming  alone  ol  the  Jay  household  would  be  a  warrant  for  his  li\  ing 
piety.  1  beg  the  favor  of  you  always  when  you  see  your  Mother  ie 
Mrs.  (irillin  remember  me  to  them  in  love.— 

M  ut  h  love  to  Mary  and  the  Children.  Oh,  l  wish  I  could  be  smug¬ 
gled  in  one  ol  those  balloons  attached  to  the  Army  &  be  dropped 
down  in  your  front  yard,  in  midst  of  your  joyous  family;  Solitary 
confinement  was  invented  by  one  who  knew  the  value  ol  lamily  or 
social  ties.  Oh,  it  is  a  withering  hard  discipline. 

With  much  love  to  you,  ever  your  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 


A  kiss  for  my  baby’s  and  my  Mary’s  Babys. 

1  "I loddie”  was  Family  nickname  for  F.li/a  Baker.  She  joined  the  Church  at  Morris¬ 
town  November  30,  18G1. 

-  Re  v.  David  Irving,  l'aslor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at  Morristown  from 
Nov.  1 8,',-May  i8(ij. 

;i  Kale  Stuart  Baker,  Eliza’s  mother,  who  died  Oct.  ,],  1853. 

1  Bessie  Baker,  Fli/a’s  older  sister. 

Fhere  is  a  record  in  the  Stuart  Bible  that  F.li/a  Warded  Baker  joined  the  Church 
Dec.  i,  1 80 1 .  Rev.  David  Irving,  Pastor. 

Rev.  John  Bolton,  Rec  tor  of  the  Churc  h  of  the  Redeemer,  Morristown  from  Dec. 
1 863-Dcc.  181)3.  William  C.  Baker  was  a  member  of  this  Church. 


“Roslyn”  Long  Island 

December  28th  1 8(5 1 

Reverend  Mr  Wolle1 
Bethlehem 
Sir 

My  wife  having  attended  the  school  at  Bethlehem,  is  anxious 
that  bur  little  daughter  should  also  attend  there.  Will  you  please 
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send  me  one  of  your  circulars,  as  well  as  any  informalion,  stating 
whether  she  will  be  received  and  when  the  school  commences 

Very  respect  fully 
Your  Obdt  Svi 
Robert  Stuart 

Her  age  is  between  1 1>  &:  lg. 

II  you  can  will  also  please  send  me  a  circular  of  the  Nazareth 
school,  as  we  intend  sending  our  two  boys.  Ex<  use  the  lead  pencil, 
as  I  am  in  great  haste. 

Yours  truly 
RS 

1  Used  l>y  permission  of  Moravian  Seminary. 


Detroit,  Man  It  24,  1  She. 

Miss  Virginia  C.  Stuart 

My  very  dear  Granddaughter, 

My  heart  is  rejoiced  when  I  think  of  your  being  a  pupil  in  the 
honored  well  ordered  School,  wherein  1  was  one,  ol  over  one  hun¬ 
dred  pupils,  just  fifty  three  years  since,  when  Bethlehem  School 
stood  preeminent,  then  the  only  large  Boarding  School,  in  the 
United  States,  where  pupils  were  sent  from  every  part  of  the  Union 
— &:  from  the  West  Indies.  I  only  hope  that  you  my  beloved  daughter 
are  favored  with  the  same  substantial  thorough  education  which  was 
then  its  strong  characteristic,  founded  upon  pure  religious  prin¬ 
ciples,  &:  excellent  Bible  instruction. 

1  was  disappointed  at  not  seeing  you  and  my  sweet  Willie  & 
Robert,  after  your  Mother’s  return  from  Europe.  1  fell  certain  that 
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your  Grandmother,  Mother  &  Father  would  have  paid  me  a  visit 
accompanied  by  you  dear  children.—  I  do  not  give  up  the  hope  ol 
yet  seeing  you  all  here.— 

1  lonn  many  fond  anticipations  for  you  three  dear  children,  not 
the  least  among  them  that  our  1  leavenly  Father,  having  in  his  tender 
mercies  directed  your  steps  to  those  two  dear  Institutions,1  where 
all  instruction  is  given  by  God  fearing  x  God  honoring  tcacheis, 
here  I  ti  ust  that  you  Sc  your  dear  Brothers  may  be  early  sealed  as  the 
Lambs  of  the  blessed  Fold,  by  Jesus  the  tender  Shepherd.  My  preci¬ 
ous  little  daughter,  now  in  the  morning  of  lile,  make  your  calling 
x  election  sure  bv  making  an  entire  consecration  of  yourself  to  God 
in  fe  through  the  dear  Savior— make  it  a  duty  never  to  leave  your 
Sleep  i  Iall,  until  you  have  first  sought  the  Savior’s  blessing  Sc  guid¬ 
ance  for  the  day.  Commit  yourself  and  all  your  duties,  your  studies, 
to  the  clear  Savior— who  promises  to  be  your  kind  friend,  Father, 
Your  help  in  all  time  of  need.  He  is  faithful  and  able  to  accomplish 
all  that  he  promises.—  He  says  ask  Sc  ye  shall  recieve— seek  &  ye  shall 
find— and  rely  upon  it  my  precious  child,  Jesus  will  never  disappoint 
you! 

I  had  a  very  short  visit  from  your  Father  of  about  ten  days— it  is 
just  4  weeks  since  he  left.— not  having  your  Mother  with  him  very 
much  marred  the  pleasure  of  his  visit.—  1 1c  met  Aunt  Sarah  Stuart— 
she  was  on  her  way  with  part  of  her  family  to  Detroit.  Your  Cousin 
Marion  she  left  at  School  at  N.  York— a  Mrs.  Richards.  Johnny,  you 
remember,  is  at  a  very  good  School  at  Morristown.  Little  cousin 
Sarah,  Sc  her  little  Brother  Lcffcrts  Brevoortare  here.—  Uncle  David 
is  with  his  rej intent  in  Tenesee.— 

This  afternoon  little  Cousin  Sarah  sat  down  to  write  you,  but  was 
interrupted  by  a  little  friend  who  came  to  spend  the  afternoon  with 
her.—  I  hope  that  you  will  be  punctual  in  answering  it.—  My  clear 
little  daughter  it  is  by  punctually  correspondence  with  our  friends, 
we  keep  up  our  interest  in  each  other.—  1  had  hoped  that  you  Sc  Eliza 
Baker  would  have  written  frequently  to  each  other. 

Aunt  Sarah  Sc  your  little  Couzen  Sarah  unite  me  in  much  love  to 
you,  that  you  may  be  happy,  Sc  God’s  blessing  rest  upon  your  educa- 
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tion-fcihat  you  may  now  in  your  Morning  of  life,  become  wholly 
tnc  Savior  s— is  the  daily  prayer  of  your 

Sincerely  attached 
Grand  Mother 
E.  E.  Stuart. 


When  you  write  to  your  dear  Brothers  give  Grand  Mother's  wa. , 
love  to  them  &  tell  them  as  soon  as  I  am  able  1  shall  write  t  hem.- 


warmest 


E. 


Make  my  highest  respects  to  your  Inspector  &  Lady  Tutoresses. 

Pcnn*ylran'araVian  C"'S  Sd‘001  1!cll,lchem  ;*"d  lh<-'  School  .at  Nazarctl,, 


I  send  a  check  for$8o. 

Revd  Francis  Wolle1 
Dear  Sir: 

My  husband  has  requested  me  to  answer  your  letter  received 
lour  days  ago,  and  enclose  you  a  check  on  Chemical  Bank  lor  Sytytm. 

I  have  been  urging  my  little  daughter  to  try  and  do  better,  regret¬ 
ting  that  she  has  had  any  difficulty  with  her  companions,  she  is  nat¬ 
urally  bright  and  courteous,  but  I  know  easily  misled,  so  that  now 
while  a  child  1  lecl  exceedingly  anxious  that  she  may  be  surrounded 
by  a  holy  Christian  inilucnce. 

With  kind  regards  to  Mrs  Wolle, 


Roslyn,  April  1 8th  18614 


Very  respectfully 

yours  Rx: 
E.  E.  Stuart 


1  Original  in  possession  of  Moravian  Seminary,  Bethlehem.  Used  hv  pc 
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Roslyn,  July  irj/6y 

RevJ 

Francis  Wollc1 
Dear  Sir: 

Vom  lavor  ol  the  i  ith  was  received  yesterday,  &  1  hasten  a 
i  ejd)'.  We  are  very  much  gratified  with  Virginia  s  repot  t.  But  I  regret 
to  see  hei  dislike  to  practicing  the  Piano.  1  think  she  has  only  prac¬ 
ticed  twice  since  her  vacation.  Next  term  I  trust  she  will-  made  to 
practice  more  regularly  and  il  requisite  a  longer  time.  Enclosed 
please  lind  c  heck  lor  the  amt  rendered  .‘jyq.28.  Mrs  Stuart  joins  me. 
Kind  regards  to  yourself  and  wife 

Yours  truly  & 

Respectfully 

Robert  Stuart 


1  Original  in  possession  of  Moravian  Seminary,  Bethlehem.  Used  hy  permission. 
-  (“be”  omitted  in  letter). 


Roslyn  Auinist 

it  5th  1 8  hit 

Revd  Mr  Wolle,1 

Sir  Enclosed  1  send  you  a  check  of  $100  for  My  daughter  Vir¬ 
ginia’s  schooling, 

Respectfully  yrs 
Robert  Stuart 

1  Original  in  possession  of  Moravian  Seminary,  Bethlehem,  Pa.  Used  by  permission. 


Camp  Palmer,1  Sunday, 
Sept.  7th,  1 8(D 

My  dear  Children, 

I  have  just  written  your  Mother  in  which  1  promised  her  I  would 
write  you  a  few  lines.  This,  my  dear  children,  may  be  the  last  letter 
you  will  ever  receive  from  your  father  &  I  hope  the  few  words  of 
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advise  I  may  give  you  may  prove  of  some  benefit  to  you.  We  expect 
every  minute  to  be  called  to  go  into  action  &  I  may  be  the  very  first 
to  fall.  Now  My  dear  children,  neither  a  gentleman  or  lady  are  ever 
looked  upon  as  such  when  they  are  destitute  ol  education  &  in  these 
days  there  is  no  excuse,  particularly  in  your  cases.  No  Money  has  or 
shall  he  spared,  to  give  you  all  a  perfect  &  thorough  education,  the 
best  schools  in  the  country  We  have  selected  for  you,  &  Now  My 
dear  children  it  rests  alone  with  you  to  say  whether  you  will  make 
a  mat  k  in  t  his  world  or  live  &:  die  ignoramuses. 

you  my  dear  daughter,  are  now  old  enough  to  know  the  truth  ol 
all  this,  Study  hard  S:  try  to  excel  in  all  your  studies.  Your  music, 
1  wish  you  would  pay  more  attention  to.  Willie,  too,  is  now  old 
enough  to  give  up  all  childish  plays  &  commence  studdying.  1  do 
not  expect  or  even  wish  that  you  should  give  up  all  your  amuse¬ 
ments,  because  1  think  it  requisite  both  for  body  &  mind.  Always 
obey  your  Mother,  remember.  She  brought  you  into  this  world,  & 
No  one  on  harth  can  have  or  feel  so  great  an  interest  in  you  as  your 
patents— Se  My  dear  Bobby  too,  1  know  will  not  disappoint  the  fond 
uishcs  of  lus  deal  old  Papa  N  Mama.  You,  my  dear  Bobby,  must  try 
N  study  haid  S:  catch  up  to  Willie.  Just  think,  how  pleased  Papa 
would  be  when  he  comes  in  after  a  hard  fought  battle  to  get  a  letter 
horn  Mama  with  good  reports  from  you  all.  1  have  no  conveniences 
lor  writing.  I  am  seated  on  the  grass  with  a  board  on  my  laj),  lor  a 
table,  so  you  must  make  all  due  allowances  lor  this  hasty  scrawl. 

Now,  (hinny,  My  darling,  when  you  have  read  this,  send  it;  to  your 
brothers,  &:  as  it  may  be  the  last  letter  1  may  ever  be  permitted  to 
write  you,  You  had  better  send  it  home  to  your  Mother  to  keep  for 
you,  that  when  I  am  dead  &  gone,  you  may  occasionally  read  it  N 
see  that  the  advise  your  father  gives  you  is  for  the  best.  Last  Thurs¬ 
day  2  companies  of  our  regiment  were  ordered  to  charge  upon  what 
was  supposed  to  be  a  regiment  of  the  Rebels,  but  as  it  turned  out, 
our  200  men  were  against  15,000,  K:  out  of  our  200  only  q  men  came 
out  alive. - 

I  must  now,  My  dear  children,  say  Good  bye,  and  should  God 
spare  my  life  to  once  again  clasp  you  to  my  heart,  I  hope  to  find  you 
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;ill  1  could  wish,  R:  Now  with  much  love  R:  Many  Kisses  to  you  all, 
and  that  God  May  bless  R:  watch  over  you  is  the  prayer  of 

Your  affectionate  father, 

Robert  St uart 

You  need  not  write  me  as  I  cannot  tell  you  how  to  direct  me.  Your 
Mother  will  let  me  know  all  about  you. 

ps.  R.S. 

1  In  !■  i a nc is  It.  Heilman’s  Historical  Register  ami  Dictionary  of  the  United  States 
.\“n>,  1 7-S«j- 11)03  a  Camp  Palmer  is  listed  at  Arlington,  Virginia.  The  tolls  of  the 
-,l(l  R  '1-  Cavalry  indicate  that  that  regiment  was  in  the  vicinity  ol  Arlington  in 
September  1  8l>:>. 

Cousin  Bessie  Turner  (Fli/abcth  Baker  I  inner)  told  Helen  Stuart  Marla  It  that 
Robert  Stuart  Jr.  who  had  been  a  Lieutenant  in  the  U.S.  Navy,  and  had  resigned  in 
Api  il  1 857  wanted  to  serve  in  the  Civil  War  but  was  reluctant  to  return  to  the  Navy, 
when  In  would  have  had  to  serve  under  officers  who  were  his  juniors,  lie'  llrerelore 
enlisted  in  the  Army  as  a  private,  in  Company  K,  and  N.Y.  Cavalrv,  to  >crve  lot  j 
yi  ais.  On  December  1,  lHtia  Robert  Stuart  w'.ts  promoted  to  First  Sergeant. 

-  On  August  iju,  1 8(ia  the  Second  New  York  Volunteer  Cavalry  partit  i pa  ted  in  the 
Second  Battle  ol  Bull  Run.  State  of  N.Y.  Division  of  Military  &  Naval  Allairs.  Fin: 
records  of  the  U.S.  War  Department  show  that  all  companies  of  the  and  N.Y.  Cavalry 
participated  in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  with  the  exception  of  Companies  F,  1 
ami  K.  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  was  a  member  of  Company  K. 


1 11  the  Field,  i  Dec.  1 862 
Camp  near  Tchoulahoma 
Miss.— Monday  Evg. 

Darling—1 

A  mail  closes  tonight  at  eight  o’clk.  to  go  by  a  train  lo  Molly 
Springs  at  day  light  in  the  Morn  9-12  miles  Northeast  of  this— & 
1  embrace  the  oppty.  to  write  you  a  few  lines,  as  I  always  in  future. 

We  marched  from  Memphis  as  I  wrote  you  we  were  to,  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  Morning,  R:  reached  this  point  last  night— today  we  sent 
forwd.  four  Rcgts.  R:  a  battery  to  reconnoiter— they  returned  just 
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now,  having  been  to  the  Tallihatchie  River,  meeting  no  enemy 
(about  9  miles  Irom  here).  The  enemy  is  in  strong  force  the  other 
side  of  the  River-Grant’s  column  yesterday  drove  them  beyond  the 
1  all  ilia  t  chic  River  behind  their  entrenchments— they  are  said  to 
have  sixty  to  seventy  thousand  men  there,  &  will  doubtless  give  us 
battle— the  storming  of  their  entrenchments  will  be  terrible  work, 

1,1,1  WlH  have  to  bc  d°ne— I  expect  to  be  in  the  very  advance  as  we 
always  have  been-ours  arc  regarded  as  the  most  reliable  Brigades. 

1  he  chances  are  about  ten  to  one  that  1  shall  fall  in  this  light _ for 

I  know  it  will  be  my  fate  to  lead  a  storming  party— &  if  it  is,  1  shall 
led  it  successfully  or  perish  in  the  attempt.  I  know  I  have  your  pray- 
ers-K.-  lor  your  sakes,  I  wish  I  could  have  been  out  of  it  &  back  with 
vou  all— d  I  am  spared,  Dearest,  I  shall  resign  &  go  home,  as  soon  as 
I  can  do  it  with  honor  &  credit-1  think  I  have  done  all  I  can  con¬ 
sistently  with  the  duty  1  owe  you  &  my  own  loved  children. 

kiss  my  Darlings  Marion  RrSallie-Oh  my  dear  Precious  children 
how  your  unhappy  Father’s  heart  yearns  for  you-Oh  for  one  kiss- 
one  loving  embrace  from  you-I  weep  as  I  write,  for  very  love  & 
longing  for  you-No  Father  ever  loved  his  children  more  tenderly 
more  devotedly  than  yours.  It  was  a  cruel  necessity  which  drove  me 
Irom  you  &  your  sweet  companionship— your  dear  carresscs-I  pray 
I  may  live  to  go  back  to  you— and  you  my  dear  boy,-  if  your  Father 
halls,  devote  your  life  to  the  care  of  your  dear  Mother  &  Sisters'— 
make  yoursell  right  away,  a  man— 8c  be  always  an  honest,  honorable 
proud  &  high-minded  man,  &  a  refined  Gentleman.  If  1  die,  you  will 
always  be  proud  of  the  part  your  Father  acted  in  this  cruel  war  & 
of  the  testimony  of  his  Com’g.  Generals  of  his  character  &  bearing. 
Dai  ling  Sarah  you  will  always  teach  our  dear  little  kelly1  to  Jove  & 

1  especl  the  Father  he  may  never  know  or  remember— and  you  my 
love  never  doubt  that  you  have  always  had  &  altogether  com¬ 
manded  my  heart’s  best  affections— at  no  time  has  my  love  for  you 
ever  wavered— &  your  constancy  &  pure  devotion  to  me  has  made 
me  love  you  ever  gratefully.  I  kiss  &  embrace  you,  my  own  Darling 
wife  with  warmest  &  tendcrest  cxprcssion-God  grant  I  may  soon 
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hold  you  in  truth  in  my  most  loving  arms.  Kiss  me  good  bye— K-  may 
( iod  bless  you  all. 

(hive  m)  best  love  to  Mother’s  Kate,’’  John0  8c  all 

Ever  yours 

D.S. 

1  "Dulling”  is  Sarah  ltcnson  Stuart,  wife  of  David  Stuart. 

This  letter  is  the  property  of  Robert  Stuart  Cooper,  and  is  used  with  his 
permission. 

-  John  Stuart,  David’s  eldest  living  son,  born  Jan.  .j,  18  17— almost  sixteen  seats  old. 
David’s  two  daughters— Marion,  born  May  29,  18.15— seventeen  old,  and 

Sarah  Lawrence,  born  May  23,  1851—  eleven  years  old. 

1  l.ellerts  Brevoort  Stuart,  born  Maj  9,  1859— three  and  a  half  years  old.  l.ellerts 
died  I'eli.  1 ,  1  Hf>r}. 

•r*  “Mother’s  Kate"  would  be  little  Kate  Stuart  Baker,  who  had  always  been  her 
Crandmothei  Stuait’s  special  care.  Kate  Baker  was  then  nine  years  old. 

(i  David  Stuart’s  son  John,  then  almost  sixteen  years  old. 


Revd  Francis  Wolle1 
1  )car  Sir: 


Roslyn,  December  51I1.  (1862) 


1  thank  you  for  writing  me  concerning  my  dear  Jinny,  as  she  is 
not  well  1  am  anxious  for  her  to  be  home,  may  1  trouble  you  to 
enquire  it  there  is  any  person  coming  to  New  York,  who  would 
kindly  take  care  of  her,  and  I  meet  her  upon  the  arrival  of  the  cars, 
if  sr),  please  write  me  what  day,  and  by  what  train  (of  cars),  1  may 
expect  her,  if  not  1  must  still  trouble  you  for  a  line,  as  I  will  then 
stait  immediately  for  Bethlehem,  anxious  to  have  her  home  as  soon 
as  possible,  she  has  been  complaining  now  for  more  than  two  weeks, 
and  the  dear  child  will  feel  happier  home.  Hoping  very  soon  to  hear 
from  you,  and  with  kind  regards  to  Mrs  Wolle,  sincerely  and 
respectfully, 

Yours,  etc. 


E  E  Stuart 


1  Original  in  possession  of  Moravian  Seminary,  Bethlehem.  Used  by  permission. 


-  ■>  VY'\  Y.Y  Ti  \\  \  \'l 


i  J  it  >rn  <■>  A  .cun  i  vrn  ni  /him  ni  wo ?  Mod 


l  vi.Ulo  oWv#  tMMiVjfl  lliofifc  i  *  ;ltn  <I"  * 

<*iil  di'v;  Im  J.nfl  ,  •  ,o«  J  m.iiiS  Juilort  l«  yiUKjcnq  vili  «i  <**i'**l  -nil 


1  fl  »  ll/I  iMMflil  ll  Ui!(  IK i  r  I**  !•:/!  I 


*»i-  » //  04 hi  '  .  ...  i'.,  ?  ••'I  :  ii  •muji'fi 

,11  >*  ?,\  'JtfUrfl  ‘J  J7J.I!  II oi /lift  , i ••:x|r.)[||j  ill  1()1  .  I  sMl  Hill  JIM 

S.kyjrt  ov/ 1  n,  •  jToim  i  -I  v/i  gfiinii.Iqrf  >j  mod  *r,d  7il  .  ddiiuoq  i: 

.vlluli  ki  n 


i»oi  'i.iiT><|  I  bw  I  .nod  iii  >/i  .fwnimjg  ltd  c  joM  lo  noi ’■  -oq  ni  Uu»\i it) 1 


STUA  JIT  LETTERS 


078 

I  Ieadijuarlers  ist  Brigade  mid  Div.  igth  Army  Corps 
Right  Wing.  Abroad  Transport  “Westmoreland,” 
Entering  Yazoo  River.  Dee.  «(>,  i8(iy. 

Darling—'  We  are  to  ascend  the  Yazoo  13  miles,  there  debark,  & 
strike  lor  Vicksburg— some  8  or  1  o  miles  distant— the  place  is  strongly 
hn  t  died— st longer  it  is  said  than  any  other  place  on  the  continent. 
Refugees,  (or  professed  Refugees)  who  came  in  yesterday  say  that 
they  have  only  6000  troops  there-Gen.  Sherman  manifestly  credits 
their  story,  and  will  probably  rapidly  assault  the  place-/  dont  be¬ 
lieve  one  word  of  their  statement— I  think  they  are  emisaries  sent 
to  us— &  that  they  have  a  strong  force  there  as  well  as  their  strong 
works— if  they  have,  God  help  us— with  even  a  small  force,  they  can 
&  wiI1  slaughter  a  great  many  men— if  we  take  the  place  with  a  loss 
ol  not  more  than  10,000  men,  I  shall  think  we  are  fortunate— but 
it  is  a  great  point,  &  must  be  taken— 

\  on  will  all  i\ait  with  painlul  impatience  the  news  from  our 
expt  dition  Do  not  wait  lor  it  too  hopefully — I  have  in  my  command 
2  ncw  Regiments,  &  must  take  chances  which  with  old  troops  I 
might  properly  avoid-I  have  no  faith  in  any  “lucky  Star”— if  1  can 
come  off  with  mere  wounds,  losing  a  limb  or  “suchlike’’,  I  shall  be 
only  too  thankful— I  hope  only  for  the  preservation  of  life  for  t lie- 
sake  ol  my  wile  A  children,  all  so  dear  and  precious  to  me — if  I  am 
spared  through  this  battle,  (more  than  I  expect)  I  shall  if  possible 
resign  &  go  home  to  you,  where  1  so  long  to  be.  I  shall  feel  that  I  have 
done  then  all  \  can  do,  to  compensate  you  for  all  you  have  suffered 
°n  »ny  account— God  knows,  only  the  love  I  bear  you  &  my  loved 
children  would  ever  have  put  me  where  I  am.  Others  may  be  stimu¬ 
lated  by  ambition  of  fame  or  distinction — I  am  not — mine  are  holier 
sentiments,  for  which  I  would  cheerfully  sacrifice  my  own  poor  life, 
it  I  could  only  feel  that  I  left  you  as  I  could  wish — d  I  am  spared,  we 
may  yet  live  happily  and  in  contentment  together.  God  grant  it  & 
keep  you  all  in  his  gracious  care. 

Kiss  dear  Marioir-Sissy’-Dad'-S:  LefF  for  me-8c  teach  them, 
that  in  life  or  death  they  have  been  the  idols  of  my  heart— The  only 
dread  I  have,  is  the  possibility  that  I  may  never  again  see  them  Sc  you. 
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Darling,  goodbye— never  forget  that  you  have  ever  been  the  loved, 
as  you  were  the  chosen  object  of  my  heart— &  that  I  love  you  today 
belter  than  when  you  first  confessed  your  own  weakness.  You  made 
a  pool" choice,  but  if  we  meet  again  you  shall  yet  be  happy. 

With  every  tenderness  of  affection, 

Ever  yours, 

1).S.U 

1  I  etui  wri i ten  by  Col.  David  Stuart,  U.S.A.  to  his  wife,  Sarah  Henson  Stuart. 

(  )j  filial  letter  owned  by  Robert  Stuart  Cooper,  tlsed  by  permission. 

-  David's  children— Marion,  17  years  old. 

“Sissy”— Sarah  Lawrence,  1 1  years  old. 

1  Dad"— John— almost  iG  years  old. 

"Lein—  Leilerts  Hrevoort,  3  years  old,  who  died  February  1,  18G7. 
u  -<)•  '80s  David  Stuart,  who  had. been  commissioned  Colonel  r,;,th  Illinois 

Iid  nmy  Oct.  31,  1  KG  1  — was  nominated  ltrigadier  General  U.S.  Volunteers,  but  the 
United  Slates  Senate  failed  to  confirm  appointment  before  adjournment. 


1863 


Detroit,  January  e.jih,  1  S<>  ; . 

My  dear  Son 

I  his,  as  my  addled  brain  willed  it,  would  have  been  in  your  hands 
tonight.  1  pressed  my  effort  to  close  all  concerns  last  night  feeling 
certain  that  ii  was  Saturday!  so  one  day  more  in  this  week  is  mine, 
more  than  I  claimed! 

I  he  Man  has  just  handed  me  your  truly  welcome  favor  of  21st 
Ins.  for  which  1  thank  you.  By  it  I  am  reproved!  justly  so.  I  am  a 
more  exac  ting  Mistress  than  a  laithful  servant.  It  has  been  for  years 
°i  mine  a  faithful  quotation  to  my  Servants,  “1  le  that  is  faithful  in 
that  which  is  least,  will  be  in  that  which  is  most”,  etc.  As  I  pass 
through  life,  I  find  it  a  pretty  accurate  guide  for  all  our  intercourse 
in  every  stage  of  light.  Through  my  tardiness,  Mr.  Carpcntci  is 
made  ,()  appear  in  a  false  position.  1  hate  apologies,  or  1  would  plead 
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my  inability  lor  not  having  Ins  report  in  yom  hands  certainly  ten 
days  since— it  is  lull  that  time  since  I  recieved  it  from  him— hut  the 
Ian  is  I  think,  dress,  do  everything  slow,  but  talk!—, that  talent  is  as 
flippant  as  ever.  Memory  sadly  slow,  fearing  that  1  shall  even  now 
lorgel  it,  I  keep  it  in  sight. 

I  am  truly  glad  that  Mary  is  so  rapidly  mending,  and  that  the 
pi  ecious  child]  on  ai  e  all  so  we  1 1  and  happy;  i I  we  could  only  move 
my  Home  and  old  furniture  down  to  Jersey  City  how  delightfully 
n  would  make  a  pleasant  home  for  them  when  they  took  the  whim 
that  New  York  was  more  civilized  than  Morristown.  1  am  glad  that 
Miss  Slater  is  paying  them  a  visit.  I  wish  I  could  see  the  three  daugh¬ 
ters  on  their  Skates.  Eliza  says  Sister  Mary  is  going  to  teach  me  to 
Skate  backwards.1  1  early  loved  all  that  the  Edgeworths  taught  in 
their  system  ol  Education,  and  not  among  my  slightest  remembrance 
is  one  of  their  remarks,  “Shew  me  the  child  who  plays  with  force  or 
Energy  and  1  will  shew  you  a  superior  in  all  Study.  Mary’s  tallents 
arc  bright.  1  hey  were  lounded  on  fine  foundations  and  are  Stronir 
active,  and  will  present  to  Society  I  believe  everything  that  is  desir¬ 
able  in  female  character. 


Please  give  my  best  love  to  my  dear  Skating  reliable  Christian 
daughters,  and  tell  Bessie  her  Elder  and  younger  Sister  want  her  to 
make  the  Charade  of  the  graces  complete!"  To  dear  Miss  Slater, 
whom  lor  Mary’s  and  Bessie’s  sake  1  love,  and  to  whom  I  bee  to  be 
kindly  remembered.  We  having  very  weather,  quite  like  Spring. 

Oh  how  I  miss  George  Porter  to  run  to  in  council,  he  is  an  irre¬ 
parable  loss  to  his  family.3  I  only  wish  that  he  was  as  well  understood 
and  his  character  appreciated  as  I  think  that  he  was  by  me.  1  saw 
the  death  ol  Capt.  Carpenter,  to  my  poor  pigmy  mind  it  is  solemn 
to  think  of  the  many  fine  characters  who  have  been  called  from 
Earth  in  the  last  two  years.  Yet  He  who  called  them  is  about  a  great 
work.  I  low  often  within  the  last  20  years 'have  we  heard  the  prayer, 
and  1  for  one  never  saw  or  understood  as  now  its  importance,  “Turn 
and  overturn,  until  Thou  whose  right  it  is  to  reign,  shall  reign!” 
I  long  to  hear  you  talk  of  the  Times. 

With  much  love,  your  sincerely  attached  Mother, 


E. 
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DAVID  STUART,  U.S.A. 

From  original  owned  by  Robert  Stuart  Cooper 
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Please  send  the  enclosed  to  Sarah  to  finish  Dave’s  $300  with  the 
others  of  1  862. 

1  Virginia  Stuart  Mackay-Smith  told  her  daughters  that  her  cousin,  Mary  Baker, 
was  a  wonderful  skater— that  she  always  remembered  her,  with  dark  hair  flying,  as 
sin  skated  at  Morristown.  Few  girls  in  that  generation  could  rival  her. 

Bessie  Baker  had  not  yet  been  "sealed”  in  the  Church,  as  had  her  older  sister, 
Mary,  and  her  younger  sister,  Fli/a.  I  ler  grandmother  was  anxiously  waiting  for  Bessie 
to  complete  the  trio. 

George  Flagg  Porter,  who  died  Aug.  ai, 


Detroit,  February  5,  1863. 

Dear  Son— 

Your  favor  ol  28th  ult.  has  relieved  my  mind  from  fear  of  again 
having  had  the  misfortunate  of  suffering  from  miscarriage  of  letters. 
In  Mr.  Gothcal’s  last  favor,  enclosing  his  favor  for  one  hundred  & 
forty-six  45/ too  Dollars  he  said,  “That  he  meant  or  wished  to  have 
enclosed  his  A/c.  but  being  from  his  Office,  where  he  kept  those 
papers  &c;”  I  naturally  held  his  check  unacknowledged,  expecting 
to  recieve  1 1  is  statement,  when  I  would  acknowledge  rect.  of  his 
check  for  $146.45.  The  statement  not  coming,  1  decided  that  1 
should  immediately  acknowledge  rect.  of  his  Click,  for  One  hundred 
Sc  forty-six  45/ 100  Dollars,  which  I  now  enclose  endorsed  to  Mary 
E.  Baker— One  hundred  of  which,  is  for  her,  she  having  reed.  $200. 
completes  her  $300.— which  I  intended  to  pay  her  in  all  1862.  For 
her  to  hold,  8:  of  which  she  must  hold  subject  to  my  order  the  remain¬ 
ing  Forty-six  Dollars,  with  which,  I  shall  ask  the  favor  of  her  to  pur¬ 
chase  my  Spring  outfit,  Hat  &c  &c. 

The  other  Hundred  now  sent  to  Sarah,  endorsed  to  her— com¬ 
pletes  her  $300.  She  previously  having  recieved  $200.  in  all,  making 
her  $300.  in  all— $300. 

The  other  chk.  for  $100.  on  Savings  Bank  of  Detroit,  of  which 
you  speak— please  oblige  me  by  paying  to  my  Kate’s— or  her  chil¬ 
dren’s,  already  reed.  $200.— 8c  now  made  $300,  completing.— but  be 
kind  enough  to  pay  Ex.  8:  every  expense  on  it  that  it  be  reed,  free 
from  any  Tax  just  as  the  remaining  $100.  has  been  recieved  by  all 
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the  others.—  Please  charge  it  to  my  A/c.  &  as  soon  as  you  send  it  or 
all  against  me  I  will  pay  it. 

Nowall  are  paid  but  dear  Robert.1-  I  will  leave  a  Memorandum 
of  his  due  in  my  Book.  Me  has  had  on  his  A/c.  lor  1862  Si 50.  of 
which  $50.  was  his  Christmas  present.  I  still  owe  him  $200.—  Now 
1  believe  all  aie  paid  but  I.avinia’s  last  hundred,  which  shall  be  pd. 
just  as  soon  as  convenient  I  shall  pay  that.-  I  am  sensible  that  1  am 
giving  you  a  great  deal  of  trouble  as  well  as  1  myself.— 

Our  weather  is  severely  cold.-  My  heart  aches  for  my  two  poor 
Soldier  Boys.  May  God  by  His  Holy  Spirit  be  so  revealed  to  them, 
as  to  speedily  convince  them  of  Sin,  Righteousness  &  of  coming 
judgement,  8:  diaw  them  with  chords  ol  love  &  repentence,  Men 
truly  made  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus.— 

Oh  how  transient  all  things  below  seem  to  me.-  1  low  soon  when 
we  must  stand  before  Jesus!!  Do  you  remember  our  dear  blessed 
Kate’s2  departing  Soliloquy?  “Oh  how  soon!  1  low  soon  1  shall  stand 
a  naked  Spirit  at  the  Bar  of  God!”  Raising  her  voice,  “Begone  un¬ 
belief,  my  Saviour  is  near  &  for  my  relief  will  speedily  appear.”  Oh 
clothed  as  she  was  with  the  Robe  of  the  Redeemer’s  righteousness 
we  too  may  pass  into  Glory  as  she  did.-  May  God’s  richest  blessings 
be  Yours  &  your  household’s  inheritance  is  my  unceasing  prayer  in 
my  waking  hours.—  Good  night,  dear  Son- 

Evcr  attached  Mother— E.  E.  Stuart. 

1  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  Elizabeth  Stuart’s  soil  in  the  Army,  who  in  February  18G3  was 
honorably  discharged  as  First  Sergeant  to  accept  promotion  to  and  Lieutenant  of 
Company  E,  2nd  N.Y.  Cavalry. 

-Elizabeth  Stuart’s  beloved  daughter,  Kate  Stuart  Baker,  who  lud  died  Oct  1 
'853. 


Detroit,  March  2.1,  i8(v> 

Dear  Son 

You  will  be  rejoiced  to  learn  that  your  dear  Travelling  part  of 
your  family  arc  three  hours  nearer  you  and  your  home  than  They 
lucre.  They  left  here  at  about  Six,  all  in  apparent  health  and  cheer- 
ltd  spit  its.  1  hey  had  Peter,  who  seems  to  have  risen  in  self  respect 
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since  Mary’s  arrival,  seemed  to  feel  that  he  was  somebody.  When 
he  arrived  home  from  the  Boat  he  reported  that  'he  had  lelt  all 
things  straight,  that  now  Mrs.  B.  would  not  have  to  leave  the  Carrs 
until  she  reached  Susp.  Bridge,  that  Mr.  Carpenter  had  met  them 
down  at  the  Ferry.  May  God's  kind  care  be  over  them  and  guide  and 
direct  all  to  a  happy  meeting,  and  I  be  permitted  to  unite  my  thanks¬ 
giving  that  lie  had  conducted  all  things  so  sweetly,  so  merciiully 
through  such  a  journey  of  peril,  and  dangers  seen  and  unseen. 

1  send  you  the  Letter  from  Wisconsin.  I  am  daily  stiengthened 
and  lind  confidence  in  the  Providence  ol  God,  and  am  glad  that  you 
demanded  for  the  Lot  as  you  did.  We  do  not,  ll  we  can  avoid  it, 
have  any  one  to  pay  11s  money.  Thus  far  we  have  been  fortunate  in 
not  being  made  to  take  over  mortgages  of  to  pet.,  there  seems  to  be 
a  rush  among  the  Speculators,  our  friend  Robin  Hill  seems  to  be 

ready  with  money  for  every  emergency. 

1  inclose  a  letter  just  recieved  from  my  poor  Robert.1  1  le  certainly 
appears  well  if  his  letters  may  be  taken  as  a  witness.  He  loves  her- 
very  tenderly,  and  he  has  always  looked  up  to  her,  and  loved  and 
would  bear  reproof  or  correction  or  advice  Irom  her,  when  he  would 

not  from  others. 

(E.E.S.) 

1  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  Elizabeth  Stiiari’s  son. 

-  Ellen  Cairns  Stuart,  his  wife. 


Detroit,  May  27th,  1 863. 

Dear  Son 

Perhaps  this  is  a  work  of  supererogation,  for  I  am  totally  at  a  loss 
to  know  whether  1  have  acknowledged  your  kind  attention  of  1  nh 
ult.,  but  at  any  rate  1  write,  because  it  appears  longer  since  your 
date  than  it  really  is.  The  spring  and  fall  have  always,  since  I  came 
to  Detroit  been  trying  seasons  to  my  general  health  and  strength, 
and  as  usual,  Exertion  of  mind  and  body  are  more  than  usually  sensi¬ 
tive  to  the  demands  which  necessarily  accompany  the  night  of  life! 
1  cannot  but  frequently  repeat  Hebei  ’s  beaut.il  ul  lines,  Evei  y  pi  os 
pect  pleases,  only  man  is  vile!!  Our  country  and  all  surroundings 
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arc  truly  all  that  human  heart  can  want,  yet  all  seem  marked  with 
sadness.  Only  two  days  and  all  was  gladening  to  the  heart,  in  the 
assuiance  ol  speedy  close  to  our  distracting  war!  When  all  is  crushed 
by  contradicting  the  intelligence  that  Grant’s  Victory  had  given  us 
\  ltksbuig  and  made  the  whole  ol  the  Mississippi  ours. 

I  am  sad  at  your  remarks  ol  the  health  ol  the  group  that  visit  ted 
me  has  been  impaired.  I  1  rankly  confess  1  am  anxious  about  Mary. 
^  et  it  may  prove  that  the  change  of  air  and  scene,  and  release  from 
Household  care  was  just  what  she  needed,  to  save  her  from  sorer  ills 
than  a  temporary  indisposition.  I  rccicved  a  letter  from  her  yester¬ 
day ,  and  when  I  sat  clown  to  acknowledge  it  was  not  to  be  found, 
but  today  George  Porter  called  on  me,  and  gave  me  a  very  satisfac¬ 
tory  report  ol  the  Morristown  home,  and  Mary  Porter’s  apparent 
contentment  in  her  new  home.  I  regretted  that  he  did  not  see  you 
n°r  dear  Mary,1  who  from  Mary’s  account  had  gone  to  N.York,  to 
be  dressed  for  the  hoped  for  happy  marriage  of  Mr.  Fishes  daughter.2 
1  am  glad  that  Mary  is  to  be  one  of  the  guests.  1  love  her  to  have  a 
chance  to  see  all  that  New  York  can  produce  on  exhibition  except 
Polka  etc.,  '1  heatres,  her  mind  is  so  clear  that  the  follies  and  New 
^  oi  k isms  will  not  affect  her. 


Remember  me  in  love  to  all  the  family.  I  am  glad  that  my  dear 
David  is  at  Morristown,'*  the  quiet  and  absence  of  all  excitement  will 
be  com i oi  t mg  to  him,  and  his  affectionate  heart  will  luxuriate  once 
more  being  thrown  with  those  he  loves.  1  would  not  grudge  anything 
that  I  might  enjoy  the  scene,  none  will  be  happier  than  our  dear 
little  Looe.  He  loved  him  very  tenderly,  all  his  warmest  sympathies 
wei e  His.  How  does  the  dear  Roy  get  on  with  his  school,  does  he 
study?  I  suppose  the  sight  of  his  crutches  affected  David  very  much. 

1  hope  dear  Bessie  Turner  is  improving.  Poor  Sarah,  I  hope,  and 
her  group  are  happy  and  in  good  health,  all  enjoying  their  Husband 
and  Father. 


If  you  see  David,  may  1  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  ask  him  if  Jacob  is 
reliable.  He  has  been  here  since  David’s  departure,  and  I  got  him 
a  fust  late  place  with  Major  Gass,  to  whom  he  hired  and  was  to  have 
gone  with  him  on  Monday  Morning,  since  which  no  one  knows  any¬ 
thing  of  him.  There  has  been  a  great  turn  out  of  Cold.1  Persons  and 
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Can.5  lias  been  a  scene  of  Frolicking  and  1  fear  that  Jacob  has  been 
overtaken  in  the  frolick.  How  did  David  get  through  with  his  little 
charge? 

['lease  give  my  love  to  Mary  and  all  the  Household  of  Morristown 

1  lousehold.  Excuse  bad  writing,  etc.,  etc. 

May  1  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  tell  Sarah  that  invitations  for  the 
wedding  of  Fanny  Hulburt  to  Young  Sanger  are  out  for  Monday 
afternoon.0  Last  Sunday  evening,  He  and  Fanny  were  confirmed 
and  the  Fpis.  Church.  Hitherto  she  has  been  a  member  of  the  Eves. 
Church  m  which  her  bather  was  an  Fldet  and  ol  cotuse  bet  mothei, 
and  every  member  of  the  family  were  members. 

Does  Mary  hear  from  Ellen  and  Robert?  What?  1  sat  down  deter¬ 
mined  to  write  to  dear  Loolie.  Please  remember  me  in  love  to  him, 
and  accept  much  for  yourself  and  Mary  from 

Your  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S.— 1  cannot  write. 

i  Mary  Baker,  William  Baker’s  eldest  daughter. 

-  June  |,  18G3  Frederic  Sears  Grand  d'Hauteville  of  Boston  was  married  to  l'.li/a- 
Ix  tli  Stuyvesant  Fish,  daughter  of  Hamilton  Fish  of  New  York. 

a  April  ,|,  i8(>3  David  Stuart,  whose  nomination  as  Brigadier  General  had  not  been 
confirmed  by  the  U.S.  Senate  before  adjournment,  was  relieved  from  his  Divisional 
Command  and  retired  from  the  U.S.  Army. 

4  Colored  persons. 

••  Canada. 

•s  Henry  l'rcntiss  Sanger  and  Frances  Allen  Ilurlhut  were  married  by  Benjamin  11 
l’addoc k,  Rector  of  Christ  Church,  Detroit  on  June  1,  18% 

Yorktown,  May  29th,  1863 

My  own  blessed  and  darling  Nelly—1 

Again  1  am  forced  to  say  good  bye-8:  my  fondest  hopes  again  meet 
with  disappointment— I  have  just  come  in  from  getting  board  for 
you  and  find  the  Regiment  under  orders.  We  leave  this,  none  ol  us 
know  where  for.  Some  say  again  to  cut  our  way  thro  the  Rebble  lines 
&  again  join  Hooker.  Others  say  we  are  going  to  Richmond .  1  fear 
we  are  going  where  few  of  us  will  be  heard  from.  /  only  judge  lrom 
Colonel  Davies-  looks-8:  lie  looks  as  if  we  had  something  desperate 
to  go  thro  with.  Well  My  darling  all  l  can  say  is,  I  shall  do  my  duty 
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&  11  clcatl1  l,lc  reward,  Remember  It  is  for  you  &  our  children’s 
sake  I  got  into  it. 

1  enclose  a  note  From  Sister  Mary.  Write  Mother  at  once.  1  must 
see  about  getting  some  money  somewhere  to  provide  lor  something 
to  eat.  We  have  not  been  paid.  1  have  over  Sr,oo.  due  me  &  yet  not 
one  cent  can  1  get  &  none  from  home. 

I  have  no  time  to  write-must  again  throw  away  everything.  It  is 
too  bad.  Good  bye  my  own  darling  &  with  love  &  kisses  to  your 

Mother  &  our  dear  ones  dearest  Angel,  I  must  dose. 

Good  bye  my  own  blessed  Nelly,  one  sweet  Kiss,  &  il  I  am  lost 
remember 

Your  lover 

Bob 

I  will  write  as  soon  as  I  can-&  when  I  am  positive  o!  out  destination. 
Do  not  be  1  tightened,  if  you  do  not  hear  in  some  time.  The  first  will 
be  thru  the  papers,  read  them  closely.  y 

Bob 


1  I -filer  writ  ten  to  Kill  n  Cairns  Stuart  at  Koslyn,  i.on^  Islam!.  N.V.  by  her  hus- 
baml,  Robert  Stuart  Ji .  who  was  Second  I  -ieu  tenant  of  Company  K— and  N.V.  ( iavah  y. 

I .ieu tenant  (.olonel  H.  E.  Davies,  Commanding  Ret>imeni. 

On  June  to,  1863  2nd  Lieutenant  Robert  Stuart  was  cited  for 
gallant  conduct  in  an  engagement  the  previous  day  at  Brandy  Sta¬ 
tion,  Virginia,  in  the  following  letter  from  Lt.  Col.  11.  E.  Davies,  Jr. 


RE  I'ORT  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  HENRY  E.  DAVIES,  JR.,  2ND  NEW  YORK  CAVALRY, 
LSI  BRIGADE,  TO  FIRST  LIEUT.  1*.  O.  JONES,  REGIMENTAL  ADJUTANT 
and  ACTING  ASSISTANT  ADJUTANT  GENERAL. 

Rappahannock  Slat  ion,Va. 
June  10,  1863 

Lieutenant:— 

1  herewith  forward  a  report  ol  the  part  taken  by  my  regiment  in 
the  cavalry  action  at  Brandy  Station,  Virginia,  June  q. 

Arriving  upon  the  field  by  order  of  Col.  Kilpatrick  formed  col¬ 
umn  ol  squadrons  and  charged  upon  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  drawn 
up  to  the  north  side  of  the  railroad.  On  reaching  the  railroad  by 
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reason  ol  an  order  improperly  given,  as  is  alleged,  the  head  of  the 
column  was  turned  to  the  left  and  proceeded  some  distance  down 
the  railroad,  where  it  crossed,  and  charged  another  body  of  the 
enemy.  I  laving  crossed  the  railroad  myself  and  charged  directly  on 
the  enemy,  I  am  unable  to  give  a  detailed  report  of  the  execution 
that  teas  done.  After  the  first  charge  the  command  was  broken  up 
into  detachments  which  attacked  the  enemy  in  different  directions. 
Capt.  Hasty  with  his  squadron  retook  two  of  our  guns  that  had  been 
taken  by  the  enemy,  but  in  consequence  of  the  horses  being  all 
killed  was  unable  to  bring  them  off  the  field  and  was  obliged  to 
abandon  them. 

When  the  order  was  given  for  retiring  1  collected  and  withdrew 
the  regiment  in  perfect  order,  covering  the  retreat  of  Capt.  Mitch¬ 
ell’s  squadron  and  skirmishers  under  the  command  of  Major  Cooke, 
who  held  the  enemy  completely  in  check. 

I  add  a  list  of  the  wounded  and  missing.  The  wounded  reported 
as  such  have  been  brought  in  and  sent  to  hospital.  The  missing  are 
either  killed  or  wounded  and  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

1  desire  to  mention  for  gallant  conduct  on  the  field  Maj.  Cooke, 
Captains  Mitchell,  Downing  and  Hasty,  and  2nd  Lieut.  Robert 
Stuai  t,  who  with  six  men  only  charged  into  a  regiment  ol  the  enemy. 
1  here  arc  other  officers  doubtless  entitled  to  distinguished  mention, 
but  owing  to  the  separation  of  the  command  that  I  have  mentioned 
I  cannot  report  from  my  own  knowledge  what  was  done. 

1  'he  number  of  wounded  brought  in  is  one  commissioned  officer 
( 1  st  Lieut.  Poughkeepsie)  &  14  enlisted  men.  The  number  of  miss¬ 
ing  is  33  enlisted  men.  The  number  of  prisoners  taken  by  my  com¬ 
mand  l  cannot  state  as  all  when  taken  were  sent  to  the  rear  and 
turned  over  to  Division  1  leadquarters.  No  colors  were  taken  by  my 


regiment. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


H.  E.  Davies,  Jr. 

Lt.  Col.  Commanding  Reg. 


(1  ROM  OFFICIAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION  OF  THE 
UNION  N  CONFEDERATE  ARMIES,  SERIES  I,  VOL.  XXVII,  LARI'  I,  PAGE 
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Dear  Sir: 

As  I  cannot  conveniently  leave  home,  may  I  trouble  yon  to  see 
my  little  daughter  salely  started  to  meet  her  brother,  1  believe  next 
Saturday  in  Easton,  but  to  avoid  any  mistake,  have  told  him  to  write 
hei  the  day  and  train  Moping  your  wife  and  sell  may  really  have 
rest,  and  if  disposed  for  a  little  jaunt,  will  visit  Roslyn,  believe  me 
sincerely  and  cordially,  yours  See 

Ellen  E.  Stuart 

Roslyn,  June  22nd  1863. 

1  Original  letter  at  Moravian  Seminary,  Bethlehem,  Pa.  Used  hy  pu  mission. 


Detroit,  June  27th,  1 86-p 

Dear  Son 

1  his  day  I  know  that  my  name  is  thought  of  or  spoken  of  among 
your  1  louschold1  and  your  whole  group  living  and  dead  have  been 
my  absorbing  thoughts!  And  not  like  a  calm  settled  mind  who  fully 
realized  that  she  was  done  with  time  and  every  speculation  relative 
to  it,  I  am  in  Morristown  and  one  among  your  cheerful  happy  group 
around  your  family  Table.  To  whom  individually  please  remember 
me  in  love  and  to  you  and  Mary  1  only  say  I  exceedingly  regret  that 
I  had  not  your  Goblets  to  speak  my  wishes  on  your  meeting  at  the 
Breakfast  1  able  instead  of  after  the  Birth  day  had  past  with  the  days 
of  the  “Capulcts”. 

v°ur  lavor  of  23  ins.  I  resolved  to  acknowledge  immediately  yes¬ 
terday  on  its  rect.,  but  as  usual  1  was  prevented  by  company,  and 
alter  all  had  gone,  I  was  not  in  writing  mood,  and  truly  very  little 
better  now,  but  I  see  so  much  to  note  and  fear  that  as  is  my  custom, 

I  shall  fear  to  notice  something.  I  catch  the  time  as  it  flies,  and  here- 
let  me  thank  you  for  bringing  it  to  my  mind  that  1  had  not  acknowl¬ 
edged  rect.  of  a  Letter  from  A.  I.  Gotheal  of  27th  ins.,  covering  his 
Chk.  on  Meehan.  Bank,  N.Y.  lor  Two  hundred  and  one,  92/100 
Dollars,  it  was  due  1st  May.  I  believe  I  told  you  the  relief  I  felt  from 
your  olfer  to  supervise  this  for  me. 
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Mary’s  to  me  longed  for,  and  for  my  heart  replete  with  interest 
paper  relating  my  dear  Robert’s  raid,-  etc.  lias  never  reached  me. 

I  would  be  an  unnatural  Mother  were  1  not  anxious  to  see  and  hear 
everything  relating  to  him,  Yet  I  am  blest  in  feeling  hope,  that  he 
7,-/7/  be  converted  ere  he  is  called  hence.  God  is  God  in  having  spared 
him!  “Spare  it  yet  a  while  ’till  it  has  been  dug  around,  etc.,  etc.” 
lie  is  yet  on  praying  ground,  only  let  Earth  and  all  its  emptiness, 
vanity  and  folly  be  crushed  and  Christ  be  formed  in  him,  then  I 
know  that  I  can  truly  rejoice  that  for  him  to  live  is  Christ,  to  die 
gain! 

My  heart  is  gladened  that  David  and  the  little  group  are  at 
Roslyn.  My  soul  has  mourned  and  still  does  over  poor  Ellen,  gladly 
were  it  m  my  power  to  restore  to  Ellen  the  sorrow  that  I  have  caused 
her,  all  too  late.  My  poor  Dave  has  ever  acted  to  her  the  part  ot  a 
Christian.  Repentance  is  sweet  alt  ho  late,  and  too  late  ever  here  to 
be  attuned  for.  Mr.  Stuart  used  to  fret,  1  often  have  heard  him  say 
of  David,  “The  fellow  is  always  disposed  to  do  right.”  1  am  sorry  to 
hear  that  he  is  the  nucleus  for  so  many  to  have  swelled  the  census 
of  Morristown!  I  wish  the  dear  lellow  could  come  up  to  Detioit  and 
be  enabled  to  see  his  way  clear  to  settle  cpiickly  he  will  not  feel 
happily  while  he  has  no  home  with  his  family.  My  judgement  is  that 
of  a  child,  and  if  in  opposition  to  the  Taste  and  wishes  of  wife  and 
children,  nothing  would  induce  me  to  wish  him  to  settle  in  Chicago, 
but  there  seems  to  be  the  place  for  him.— he  stands  high  in  his  pro¬ 
fession.  May  Cod  direct  his  steps,  and  I  know  that  if  he  commits 
his  way  to  1  Iim,  his  steps  are  sure  and  his  1  uture  path  peace,  lie  and 
his  wife  and  children  will  see  better  and  brighter  days  than  they 
have  ever  dreamed  was  theirs. 

With  love  to  them,  and  to  you  and  all  yours,  ever 

Your  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

I  long  to  hold  dear  Kitty  and  Bessie  once  more  in  my  arms. 

1  June  27,  18G3  was  Mary  Stuart  Baker’s  49th  birthday,  and  her  mother’s  71st. 
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-  Mizabcth  Stuart’s  son,  Rohm  Stuart  Jr,  Sccom!  Lieutenant,  Comp;,..)  L,  Sauml 
New  York  ( Rivalry. 

I  lie  newspaper  article  was  probably  the  one  in  the  N  Y.  Tribune  lor  June  n, 
,s,i^  wlli<h  h  vv;,s  that  the  Rebels  were  ready  lot  ’a  laid-”  , heir  Cavalry 

epmentrated  at  brandy  Station,  i  pooo.  strong.  J  he  Union  iowc,  First  Cavaln  lit i- 
^ade  tinder  General  Gregg-purtions  of  the  isi,  and,  rph,  (itb  &  yt|,  n.Y.  Caxalry, 
flanked  the  Rebels  at  brandy  Station.  This  was  on  June  <ph,  i.S(i  j. 


Detroit,  Jul\  i* i id,  i  8(hp 

My  very  dear  Mary 

Since  reel,  ol  your  truly  welcome  lavor  of  sand  June  1  have  writ- 
un  }ou  oneoi  two  short  notes,  but  only  about  our  respective  birth 
days,  and  as  usual  Mr.  baker  comes  and  searches  me  out,  and  again 
makes  me  a  year  older!  than  I  have  been  proclaiming  myself,  and 
you  too,  by  your  age  which  you  say  is  49,  and  1  am  very  sure  that 
I  was  as  the  day  you  were  born.1 


by  youi  last  you  seem  to  be  suited  at  last  with  your  servants,  and 
I  assure  you  that  I  congratulate  you  upon  their  being  all  Protestants, 
altho  you  do  not  think  so.  We  both  know  that  both  unrenewed  ProL 
and  mtrenewed  Cath.  are  precisely  the  same,  yet  the  one  is  wrong 
systematically!  by  education,  consequently  doubly  wrong  when 
added  to  the  Natural— at  any  rate,  you  are  rid  of  all  watchful  heart 
enmity  and  beside  you  have  a  material  upon  which  you  may  hope 
to  build  that  which  may  prove  a  star  in  your  crown  of  rejoicing 
when  you  and  they  appear  before  the  Judge.  God  grant  that  you 
may  be  a  household  of  peace  and  love,  as  a  general  thing  it  produces 
mote  happiness  than  when  a  household  are  not  agreed.  I  trust  that 
your  nervus  system  may  be  kept  quiet. 

I  1  eed.  a  short  letter  I  mm  Mr.  baker  a  few  days  since  which  pleased 
me  very  much  in  two  instances-onc,  he  says  “Mary  prefers  Money 
for  her  birth  day  present  to  a  Goblet,”  which  1  think  shews  that  my 
Daughtei  sometimes  thinks  as  her  Mother.  You  know  two  or  three 
years  since  I  told  you  that  this  accumulation  of  Silver  was  really  a 
wicked  use  of  valuable  money  which  ought  to  be  in  use  and  not 
hoarded  in  old  fashioned  Silver.  I  am  a  real  Merchant  and  calculate 
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i he  dead  loss  of  interest  which  of  itself  would  keep  you  in  all  the 
plate  which  you  wanted  every  year.  1  think  the  pittance  much  better 
being  used  than  shut  up  in  the  Garret.  1  have  been  one  of  the  Savers 
all  my  life  to  my  own  discomfort,  my  blessed  children  and  dear 
bather’s;  drudged  a  self  denying  life  until  he  lay  down  and  slept! 
and  now  I  am  more  crampt  than  I  have  ever  been,  had  1  not  with¬ 
held  when  1  might  have  used  it,  all  would  have  been  betlei  lot  me, 
but  it  is  of  no  consequence.  We  know  that  all  comes  lrom  our  Heav¬ 
enly  Father,  and  soon  we  shall  be  called  to  give  up  our  account.  How 
we  kept  our  Children,  ourselves  etc.,  etc.,  from  economy,  not  for 
Cxs /  sake! 

Another  item  in  Mr.  Ik’s  letter  has  relieved  me  from  trouble  in 
anticipation.  Miss  White*  I  found  had  been  planning  a  visit  to 
Morristown,  expressing  great  aHection  for  you,  Dave  and  Dear  Kate, 
etc.  I  could  not  nor  did  not  sanction  it  any  way,  but  dwelt  upon  the 
task  of  <'eiling  from  N.Y.  to  your  home,  how  you  were  thronged 
with  company,  and  company  too,  which  necessarily  staid  all  night, 
or  the  most  ol  a  day  which  made  it  anything  but  a  retired  family. 
In  referring  to  my  letter,  naming  their  visit,  he  very  politely  ex¬ 
pressed  a  willingness  to  sec  Miss  White  m  his  own  House,  and 
politely  and  agreeably  to  my  feelings  tried  to  put  down  our  dear 
Rate’s  feelings  to  her  childhood.  Ol  course  she  did  what  she  could 
for  Kate,  but  we  must  all  live  and  accustom  ourselves  to  accommo¬ 
date  ourselves  happily  by  “Bye  goncs  remaining’’,  but  forgiven! 

You  ask  how  1  feel  about  my  “poor  Bob?” 1  Do  you  recollect  a  few 
lines  familiar  to  every  Bethlehem  girl?  lines  loved  and  treasured  by 
me  in  my  childhood  hours.  Of  him!!  “My  days  arc  horror,  my  nights 
distracted  with  mind  diseased.”  My  abiding  feeling  is  anxious  look¬ 
ing  for  intelligence  from  the  Army  ol  the  Potomac.  My  poor  ill  latcd 
unhappy  child,  if  he  have  the  Redeemers  Robe  on!  Thus  arrayed! 
we  know  that  he  is  safe.  May  God  have  mercy  on  my  wretchedly, 
unhappily  educated  come  up  Sons.  How  soon  and  the  end! 

Love  to  all.  (£.  £  Stuart) 

i  Elizabeth  Emma  Sullivan  was  born  June  27,  1792.  Her  daughter  Mary  Elizabeth 
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Stuart  was  born  June  1*7,  iSi.j,  so  that  her  mother  was  22  years  old  the  day  she  w; 
born. 


IS 


2  Christ’s  sake. 

•'  Miss  White,  the  sister  of  Mrs.  Ferry,  who  was  one  of  the  tc. 
Stuart. 


1  Llizabeth  Stuart’s  son,  Robert  Smart  Jr.  in  the  2nd  N.Y.  Cavalry  with  the  At 
of  the  Potomac. 


u  lieis  of  Mary  &  Kate 
my 


Dear  Son 


Detroit,  July  20th,  iSfjy. 


My  heart  lias  been  cheered  this  morning  by  reel,  ol  your  favor 
>Sth  ins.  I  am  really  happy  to  hear  of  the  health  of  the  family,  and 
Mary’s  contemplated  visit  to  Pilslield.  My  trunk  stands  packed,  only 
wan  mg  to  hear  of  an  Opportunity  upon  which  1  may  dare  venture 
to  impose  a  ricketty  old  woman  as  a  burthen  to  certify  to  my  identity 
should  anything  occur  on  the  road!  But  now  I  feel  as  if  my  way  is 
opened  that  I  may  leave  Det.  at  any  time.  I  am  very  feeble  not 
enough  so  to  make  me  troublesome  to  any  one.  I  shall  see  Miss 
Humphrey,  daughter  of  Coin.  II.  of  Florida.  I  believe  she  too  is 
looking  for  an  Opportunity  to  go  East,  and  if  as  I  hope  she  will  go 
we  may  leave  this  evening  (Tuesday).  I  say  nothing  ol  this  awful 
Mob!1  but  the  times  are  truly  sad.  I  am  expecting  to  go  to  a  place 
called  Marion  in  Massachusetts,  where  Mrs.  Ilulbcrt,  Miss  Hum¬ 
phrey’s  Sister  will  spend  the  Summer. 

I  reed,  a  letter  this  morning  from  Ellen,2  she  has  reed.  “<,  Letters 
Irom  Robert,  he  is  perfectly  well  and  is  attached  “to  All.  Williams, 
whom  he  met  yesterday.  He  commands  the  left  wing  12th  Corps 
and  we  arc  lighting  with  him.”  and  by  the  same  mail  one  from  poor 
Lavinia.’1  My  poor  dear  John’s  relict  and  precious  child,  I  fear  that 
mind  is  making  her  sick.  These  mobs  arc  fearful.1  She  says  their 
House  as  their  neighbors  arc  all  kept  under  arms!  My  Father  was 
an  Irishman,  he  used  to  say,  “put  truth  in  the  mouth  of  an  Irishman 
it  would  burst  into  falsehood  before  you  heard  of  it  again,  and 
1  hc  ii  permission  to  the  Ballot  Box  wotdd  be  a  weapon  to  destroy 
their  own  free  independent  homes.” 

Love  to  Mary  and  all  your  loved  group.  I  am  sure  you  will  be 
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anxious  until  you  get  back  to  your  dear  left  group  in  ’Morristown. 
With  love  to  you  dear  Son  from  your  attached  Mother, 


t  't  he  Dictionary  of  American  History— James  Truslow  Adams,  Editor— states  that 
"1. mned  by  Democratic  opposition  to  the  War,  indiscreet  remarks  by  Gov.  Iloiatio 
Seymour  and  arguments  alleging  constitutional  liberties,  objection  to  the  drall  in 
New  York,  tested  chiefly  on  the  provision  for  money  payments  in  lieu  of  service, 
which  distinguished  between  rich  men’s  money  and  poor  men’s  blood.  Shortly  -diet 
the  drawing  of  lots  commenced  on  July  13  at  the  Ninth  Congressional  District  Draft 
Headquarters,  a  mob,  mostly  of  foreign-born  laborers,  stormed  the  building,  over¬ 
powered  attendants,  police,  firemen  and  militia,  attacked  residences,  other  dtalt  dis- 
tiict  headquarters,  saloons,  hotels  and  restaurants  and  even  railway  ttacks,  and  lot 
four  days  the  city  was  a  welter  of  conflagrations,  assaults  and  defiances,  costing  a 
thousand  casualties  and  $1,500,000.  property  loss.  On  July  15  militia  lcgiments  sent 
towards  Gettysburg  began  to  return,  and  order  was  restored." 

-  Mien  Stuart,  wife  of  Lt.  Robert  Stuart  Jr.  who  was  living  at  her  home  at  "Locust 
Knoll"  Roslyn,  Long  Island,  N.Y.  with  her  children. 

3  l.avinia  field  Stuart’s  family  lived  at  l’ort  Richmond,  Staten  Island,  NA. 


N  E  W  S 1  *  A  PE  R  N  OT  I C  LS . 

Stuart  At  Warrenton,  Va.,  on  Friday,  July  31st  Lieut.  Robert  Stuart  of  Harris 
Light  Cavalry,  and  formerly  Lieut,  in  the  U.S.  Navy. 

The  friends  of  the  family  are  respectfully  requested  to  attend  the  funeral 
without  further  invitation,  which  will  take  place  from  his  late  residence  at 
Roslyn,  L.  1.  on  Friday  morning  at  1 1  o’clock.  The  cars  leave  Hunter  s  Point 
opposite  g  j  lit  St.  at  8  o  clock  A.M.  on  1*  rid  ay  and  ca  1 1  iages  will  he  111  attend 
ante  at  Hampstead  Branch  to  convey  the  friends  to  Roslyn  in  time  for  the 
funeral. 


July  31,  18(13  Warrenton  Junction,  Virginia. 

Lieut.  Robert  Stuart  accidentally  drowned.  Lieut.  Robert  Stuart,  Second 
New  York  Cavalry  was  accidentally  drowned  yesterday,1  while  officer  of  the 
day  of  the  Second  Cavalry  Brigade  of  General  Gregg’s  division.  He  was  a  very 
fme  officer  and  much  beloved  by  all  his  brother  officers.  He  was  from  New 
York  City  and  a  brother  of  Hon.  David  Stuart  of  Michigan,  formerly  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Congress  from  Michigan,  and  now  a  Colonel  commanding  a  brigade 
with  Gen.  Grant.  Captain  Downing  of  his  company  leaves  today  with  his 
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lonv.,R.„l  i„  New  Vnrk  l,y  (l,e  train  tonight  or  lomoncw  n.omino  ' 

1  bviilcntly  an  error,  as  all  oilier  sou  reus  give  dale  July  jist. 


We  regret  lo  announce  the  ricaih  of  Lieut.  Robert  Stewart  of  the  Harris 

"  C:iValry’  :"ul  :|  ,0sitlt,u  of  Roslyn,  who  was  accidentally  drowned  at 
atremon,  Va  on  thespsi  ult.  Lieut.  Stewart  was  fo.merly  an  ollicer  in  the 

,  avy’  and.  reslSl,cd  l"*  commission  several  years  ago.  lie  entered  the 
Lavalry  service  in  August  .8<i,>  as  a  private  and  won  his  commission  by  gal- 
am  conduct  in  many  brilliant  fights  with  the  enemy.  Both  brave  and  gen¬ 
erous,  he  was  beloved  by  the  oflicers  and  men  of  his  regiment  and  will  be 
)  egret  ted  by  all  who  knew  him. 


Cousin  Bessie  Turner  told  Helen  Stuart  Marian  that  Robert 
Stuart,  Jr.,  alter  returning  from  service  with  the  Mediterranean 
Squadron,  was  ordered  on  a  cruise  to  South  Africa.  With  a  wife  and 
three  children  at  home,  he  was  reluctant  to  be  so  much  away  from 
them,  and  resigned  from  the  Navy  on  April  16,  1857. 

After  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Robert  Stuart,  eager  for 
service,  learned  that  by  returning  to  the  Navy  he  would  have  to 

serve  under  officers  who  were  his  Juniors,  and  so  on  August  1  r,  1 86- 

he  enlisted  as  a  Private  in  the  United  States  Army.  On  December 
,8()2  hc  was  promoted  to  First  Sergeant,  and  in  February  1  was 
given  the  rank  ol  Second  Lieutenant.  On  July  10,  1863  he  was  com¬ 
mended  lor  gallantry  in  an  engagement  the  previous  day  at  Brandy 
Station,  Virginia. 

\  hginia  Stuart  Mackay-Smith  told  her  daughters  that  her  father, 
Robert  Stuart,  was  passionately  devoted  to  his  wife,  Ellen.  I  le  was 
reckless,  impetuous,  and  a  magnificent  swimmer.  He  used  to  swim 
across  the  harbor  at  Roslyn,  with  one  of  his  children  on  his  back. 

With  his  children  he  was  strict.  Virginia  Stuart  used  to  have  to 
lie  on  a  board,  Hat  on  her  back,  every  day,  to  make  her  straight. 

She  remembered  vividly  the  day  on  which  the  telegram  came  to 
Roslyn,  telling  of  his  death,  and  her  mother’s  agonized  voice  as  she 
called:  “Children!  Children!  Your  father  is  dead!” 
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Lieutenant  Robert  Stuart  had  been  riding  with  a  group  of  other 
officers  in  Virginia,  near  Warrenton.1  It  was  hot,  and  when  they 
c  ame  to  a  small  stream,  they  all  went  in  to  swim.  There  was  shouting 
and  contusion,  and  suddenly  Robert  Stuart  was  missed,  lie  was 
found  in  a  deep  hole  in  the  stream— drowned.  Because  he  was  such 
a  good  swimmer,  it  was  believed  that  he  had  been  taken  with  a 
cramp. 

Robert  Stuart’s  elder  brother,  David  Stuart,  brought  his  body 
from  Virginia  to  Roslyn.  1 1  is  kindness  at  that  t line  was  al way s  gi  ate 
fully  remembered  by  Ellen  Stuart. 

i  Mi.  Hutton,  of  Warrenton,  a  very  old  gentleman,  who  remembered  being  taken 
as  a  chilli  of  six  or  seven,  to  the  battlefield  of  the  Second  Hattie  of  Manassas,  said  that 
the  Northern  Army  had  camped  near  Cedar  Rim,  and  that  there  is  a  place  on  the 
Run  about  four  miles  from  Town,  where  it  is  very  deep,  and  where  there  had  been 
many  diownings,  lie  thought  that  must  have  been  the  place  where  I.t.  Stuart  was 
drowned,  but  lie  had  never  heard  about  that  death. 

August  2,  1 8(13. 

My  dear  Sister, 

1  have  this  mg.  reed,  a  despatch  lrom  W.  Post,’  of  N.  York,  inform¬ 
ing  of  dear  Robert’s  death-011  Friday-that  his  remains  had  been 
sent  to  Washington  to  be  embalmed  &  thence  forwarded  to  N.  York. 

I  am  this  moment  returned  from  the  Telegraph  office,  which  1  lound 
closed— I  wanted  to  inform  poor  Mary-  Sc  the  family  who  are  in  Pitts¬ 
field,  &:  also  to  ask  my  old  friend  (as  well  as  Bob’s)  Genl.  E.  Sproat 
Sibley,  to  look  alter  Bob  in  Washington  Sc  give  me  information  as 

to  when  he  was  to  be  forwarded  to  N.  Y. 

There  remains  nothing  for  me  but  to  start  tonight  for  Washing¬ 
ton,  if  1  can  get  off.  1  shall  try  to  get  to  N.  Y.  by  private  conveyance, 
so,  at  least,  as  to  get  the  inorng.  train  for  Washington.  I  will  see  to 
Bob’s  effects  &  take  charge  of  him,  if  he  shall  not  have  come  on  to 
N.  Y.  before  I  get  there.  I  don’t  know  what  else  1  can  do— lor  1  have 
no  means  of  getting  any  information.  Johnnie1  has  just  returned 
from  town,  where  he  went  to  see  if  he  could  get  me  a  wagon  !v  hot  ses 
to  take  me  to  Newark— he  has  engaged  them— so  I  shall  start  at  2 
O’Clk.  8c  get  to  Newark  to  take  the  7/2  train  from  N.  York— reaching 
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Washington  tomorrow  morning.  If  I  receive  Hob  there,  I  shall  go 
straight  to  Roslin,  advising  yon  beforehand,  if  possible,  the  time 
I  will  arrive. 

It  is  the  most  melancholy  errand  of  my  unhappy  life— My  heart 
is  broken.-  I  am  grieved  not  alone  for  my  dear  &:  only  brother,  but 
lor  you,  my  darling  sister,  S:  his  precious  children— but  henceforth 
they  are  mine.  I  will  be  their  lather— even  as  I  am  to  my  own.  Their 
Father  died  proudly,  &  nobly  &  bravely  for  his  Country-^  his  name 
is  &  will  be  honored  through  all  time— they  may  even  glory  in  his 
death.  While  he  is  removed  from  their  mortal  sight,  he  is  yet  watch¬ 
ing  &  regarding  them  &  with  open  arms  waiting  (only  a  little  while) 
to  welcome  them  us  all  to  a  happy  life  &:  joy  1  ul  immortality.  God 
bless  &  comfort  you,  my  sweet  Sister  &  ever  guard  those  tender 
infants— 

In  haste 

Your  heart  broken  brother, 

D.S.' 

Sunday  A.M. 

1  William  1‘o.st,  Mrs.  Cairns'  business  ai>ent. 

-  Mary  ltakcr,  Robert  Stuait's  sister. 

:t  John  Stuart— David  Stuart’s  son. 

•*  David  Stuart. 


Detroit,  Oct.  yi>nd,  1863. 

Dear  Son 

In  looking  at  your  last  date,  I  am  surprized  to  see  it  15  ins.  I 
thought  that  I  generally  acknowledged  reel,  of  letters  pretty  punc¬ 
tually,  but  seventy  two  years  bring  infirmities  which  to  quote  Paul, 
cause  us  to  be  guided,  and  to  go,  or  do,  what  we  would  not,  altho 
only  few  years  from  fifty  four,  when  we  were  at  St.  Peter’s,  /  could 
and  did  go  withersoever  I  would!  So  rapidly,  so  imperceptibly  is  our 
down  hill  path.  So  teach  us  to  number  our  days  that  we  might,  or 
may,  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom. 

My  poor  David  and  all  his!  I  trust  may  be  constrained  to  do  all 
that  is  right,  leaving  results  with  Him  who  sees  and  judgeth,  not  as 
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man,  but  drudgery,  hard  Labor,  Ambition.  1  he  snares  ol  the  world, 
etc.,  etc.  are  terrible  snares  to  every  man  who  ostensibly  lives  with¬ 
out  God  and  without  Hope  in  the  world.  My  prayer  to  God  is  that 
he  may  be  kept  as  in  the  1  Iollow  of  Jesus’  hand  lor  lie  alone  can  and 
will  hold  him  from  even  the  appearance  of  evil. 

Is  it  possible  that  a  long  acquaintance  and  sojourn  in  the  World 
are  calculated  to  so  form  our  opinions  as  to  make  us  all  until  your 
Father,  on  being  asked  Mr.  B.  what  is  your  Opinion  of  such  a  man? 
To  answer,  “As  a  business  Man  If  1  did  much  with  him  1  would 
always  wish  to  take  a  Bill  and  reel,  in  full  from  him.’’  Ask  again  ol 
a  Servant  Man,  Answer,  Ah  well,  1  have  nothing  to  say  of  him.” 

1  low  through  lde,  such  a  man  being  dead,  yet  speaketh. 

My  blessed  David  had  a  Father,  whose  example  and  precepts,  il 
followed  tended  to  present  and  future  Salvation.  My  loved  my 
mourned  for  Robert1  had  the  same  Father,  but  the  same  Mother! 
A  Mother’s  prayer,  with  watchful  vigilant  restraining,  by  here  a 
little  and  there  a  little,  Has  blessed  promises  of  Gods  blessing!  My 
poor  David,  my  Mary,  my  two  first  Born,  Live!  Seven  sleep.  Oh  that 
I  could  in  heart  be  at  peace,  with  only  a  slight  evidence  from  my 
remaining  ones,  having  signed  the  enlistment  Roll  with  my  precious 
Mary  and  Eliza,  that  Their  Sainted  Mother  would  with  rejoicing 
Angels  make  Heaven  ring  with  Songs  of  praise  that  her  Bessie,  her 
darling  Looe,  her  little  unconscious  Lamb,  her  Kale  is  marked  by 
a  voluntary  enlistment.  1  hey  with  Dear  Doct.a  and  his  sleeping  ones, 
with  our  Three  when  the  Mandate  comes  will  be  all  ready  clothed 
with  the  robe  of  the  Redeemer’s  righteousness.  'Lis  the  all  of  life! 

We  should  all  be  and  are  no  doubt  thankful  to  hear  that  our  deal 
but  delicate  fragile  Mrs.  Walker3  has  been  called  to  pass  through 
such  painful,  trying  scenes  as  we  all  must  feel  that  she  has.  Oh  how 
distressing  are  the  scenes  that  our  once  prosperous  happy  promising 
Country  is  called  to  pass  through.  Not  many  homes  arc  exempt. 
Enough  to  make  the  whole  nation  mourn.  I  hate  even  piayei  that 
asks  for  Victory,  or  for  anything  but,  Thy  will  be  done,  and  God  be 
honored  by  our  becoming  a  nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord,  and  ol 
course  a  happy  nation. 

Please  remember  me  in  love  to  every  member  of  that  precious 
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I  louse  hold  and  tell  dear  Bessie  that  1  hope  that  she  wall  he  so  efficient 
an  aid  to  dear  Mary  as  to  help  her  so  to  order  all  her  house  that 
l  athers  heart  may  he  filled  with  joy  that  he  has  two  dear  grown 
daughters  whose  happiness  consists  in  studying  him  in  all  his  inter¬ 
est,  sharing  Ins  arduous  task  in  being  without  Mother  with  so  well 
behaved  dear  ones. 

Willi  love,  Your  attached  Mother, 

E.E.S. 

1  l.lizabeth  Stuart  mourned  over  her  sou  Robert  who  had  nevei  foimatly  joined 
the  Church. 

J  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner,  the  first  husband  of  Mary  Stuart  Raker. 

■'•I'.liza  Raker  Walker,  the  sister  ol  William  C.  Raker,  who  lived  neat  New  Orleans, 
La. 


Detroit,  Novem.  i  7 1 h ,  18(13. 

Dear  Son 

I  have  seemed  very  tardy  in  answering  your  iavor  of  cjth  ins.  for 
which  please  accept  my  grateful  thanks.  I  had  a  short  visit  of  about 
1  wo  hours  from  Mr.  ferry  who  arrived  in  the  evening  Carrs  from 
Giand  Haven,  and  left  lor  Ohio  about  hall  past  eight  as  usual  in 
great  haste.  Truly  in  every  act  ol  life  he  is  a  living  Epistle  seen  and 
read  ol  all  men,  diligent  in  business,  fervent  in  Spirit,  serving  the 
Lord.  He  spoke  ol  your  and  his  correspondence  relative  the  Two 
Thousand  Dollars  of  which  you  speak.  I  told  him  as  1  have  often  told 
you,  that  1  had  never  since  Mr.  Stuart  died  thought  or  knew  any  more 
of  Grand  II.  and  its  concerns,  than  if  it  had  never  Existed,  that 
before  Mr.  S.  died  he  had  most  wonderfully,  and  wisely,  put  the 
whole  of  his  business  in  your  hands,  believing  that  all  would  be 
better  attended  to  than  it  could  be  by  himself,  and  that  when  a 
year  ago  he  put  that  $1000  Chk.  in  my  hands!  I  was  troubled  more 
than  I  could  ever  express,  and  that  was  why  1  wished  him  to  take  it, 
do  with  it  as  his  judgement  or  wisdom  would  suggest,  that  I  wished 
it  where  it  would  pay  Semi  Annual  interest  and  subject  to  be  drawn 
at  any  time,  that  I  wished  whenever  David  needed  it,  for  him  to 
recieve  it  for  my  note  which  I  gave  to  Sarah  to  pay  for  David's 
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1  lorscs,  Carriage,  Buggy  and  Robes,  Two  saddles  1  Side  Saddle  and 
i  Cent  leman’s  Saddle.  He  also  took  my  reel,  for  $2000  of  which  your 
letter  of  <)th  Novem.  speaks  as  being  ready  for  investment,  of  this 

however  lie  has  thoroughly  acquainted  you. 

1  le  seemed  well,  but  smitten  in  heart,  referred  sweetly  to  his  dear 
Son  Noah,1  but  sweet  cln  ist ian  submission.  1  could  only  let  my  pent 
up  tears  flow,  and  with  him  in  sincerity  of  heart  feel  I  hat  it  is  out 
Lord,  who  doe th  all  things  well,  and  surely  with  me  lias  done  all, 
all,  well  and  altho  my  heart  has  been  bitterly  smitten,  1  too  can  bless 
and  praise  him  for  all  his  mercy  to  me  in  sorrow  and  in  joy.  May 
( Jod  sanctify  to  my  hard  heart  every  chastisement  sent  to  me  to  hi  ing 

me  to  the  feet  ol  Jesus! 

Dear  Son  I  am  often  very  sad  whan  I  think  ol  losing  my  link 
Kale!1’  What  a  comfort  and  companion  she  would  now  be  to  me,  but 
it  is  a  living  monument  for  me  to  perpetuate  my  daring  to  think 
when  Cod’s  providences  had  given  her  to  me,  but  who  would  ha\e 
thought  that  l  should  have  lived  to  see  her  eight  years  old,  securing 
all  the  love  from  Father  and  Sisters  and  Brother  that  1  felt  she  ought 


to  have,  and  not  grow  up  a  stranger  to  her  home  and  first  dearest 
Kin,  and  when  I  should  be  called,  to  be  obliged  to  go  an  intruder 
to  her  dear  ones’  hearts  and  not  a  welcome  Sister,  but  unknown  and 
unappreciated!! 

Will  you  give  my  love  to  Mary  and  tell  her  that  1  hope  soon  to  be 
enabled  to  write  to  her.  1  have  just  got  through  with  the  most  dis¬ 
tressingly  agitating  time  with  Catholics  (servts.)  that  I  have  evei  had. 
Tell  her  to  hold  on  to  her  Band  of  Protestants  and  daily  thank  God 
for  his  loving  kindness  in  permitting  her  to  get  rid  of  the  whole  and 


getting  Protes. 

Now  1  want  your  frank  unprejudiced  council.  I  am  kept  awake 
very  often  with  my  sense  of  injustice  to  my  blessed  beloved  Sleeping 
Sons.  John’s  dear  child  has  never  had  nor  has  she  the  means  of  cloth¬ 
ing  and  being  educated.  Now  Chittenden’s  Mortgage  is  to  be  paid 
off,  and  without  touching  one  cent  that  my  beloved  honored  hus¬ 
band  left,  I  wish  instead  of  reinvesting  it,  to  give  One  1  housand 
to  Lavinia  (or  John’s  name),  One  Thousand  to  Kate,  One  Thousand 
to  Mary,  One  Thousand  to  David,  so  that  each  can  do  as  they  please 
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^\ith  it.  Dustan  s  Mortgage  too  is  to  lie  invested,  Seventeen  hundred 
Dollars.  Again  1  would  wish  to  divide  this  between  David,  Mary, 
John  and  my  dear  Robert,  whose  portion,  d  it  meets  your  \  lews  of 
1  ight,  be  \  ested  in  \\  ay  lie  County  Bonds,  or  l  I.S.  Bonds  d  you  think 
Best.  I  onl)  name  these  last  as  the  1  wo  hundred"  which  were  in  my 
hands  when  he  died,  and  which  are  a  bitter  1  horn  in  my  side  for 
which  I  was  with  holding  from  him,  lor  Icar  of  being  accessory  to 
leading  him  to  ruin,  I  fear  deprived  him  of  the  comforts  of  life.  It  is 
all  done,  and  I  cannot  change  one  act,  but  l  can  and  wish  to  do  good 
to  those  who  are  left,  who  sleep,  and  will  never  want  one  cent,  that 
was  so  caret  idly  saved  and  sopainlully  Idled  with  sinful  labor,  that 
our  children  should  never  suffer  if  he  could  save  them  from  it,  by 
economy  and  fore  thought.  Oh  let  such  forethought  now  heal  the 
sorrows  in  slight  degree,  and  suffer  no  more  distrusting  Cod,  but 
honor  Him  by  letting  them  day  by  day  gather  the  Manna  which 
was  laid  up  in  Store,  and  before  time  had  corrupted  it.  Their  Sab¬ 
bath  came!  and  their  manna  was  all  ready  when  they  arrived  at 
home!  1  hey  had  bread  to  eat,  which  their  Earthly  friends  knew  but 
little  of.  Please  write  me  immediately  on  rcct.  of  this  and  give  me 
frankly  all  your  opinion.  It  is  dreadful  to  feel  that  blessed  children 
should  be  kept  unnecessarily  distressed  or  pinched  from  having  the 
indulgence  in  part  of  which  they  were  accustomed  before  their 
Mairiage.  I  he  Chittenden  and  Dustan  Mortgages  are  I  torn  Brook¬ 
lyn  Property,  and  therefore  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  all  I  have  written 
and  hope  that  you  will  unhesitatingly  give  me  Council. 

Dove  to  Mary,  Elder,  Mary  Younger,  to  dear  Bessie,  Eliza,  my 
precious  Looe,  my  dearly  loved  little  Twins,1  and  my  blessed  Willie! 
but  I  am  afraid  that  he  has  become  too  manly  to  delight  Grand¬ 
mother’s  heart  any  more  with  his  dancing  and  time. 

Dove  to  you  dear  Son,  as  ever  your 

Attached  Mother. 

Dell  Mary  I  have  an  entire  new  household,  I  hope  all  profess. 
Christians. 

1  Major  Noah  Henry  Ferry,  soil  of  Rev.  William  Montague  Ferry,  killed  at  Gettys¬ 
burg  July  3,  18(13. 
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STUART  LETTERS 


1  oo  1 


-  I.iuli:  Kale  Stuart  linker,  who  had  lived  with  her  grandmother  after  her  mother's 
death  until  her  father’s  second  marriage  brought  her  a  loving  Aunt  as  step-mother, 
and  she  returned  to  the  Morristown  home. 

•'*  El  i/a  belli  Stuart  was  giving  §300.  annually  to  each  of  her  children.  Her  son 
Robert  Siuait  Jr.  had  only  received  §100.  for  the  year  in  which  he  died.  §200.  were 
'.till  clue  him. 

1  1  Ii/abeth  Emma  Billings  Turner,  born  April  8,  1853  and  Kate  Stuart  Baker, 
born  Sept.  26,  1853— first  cousins  and  step-sisters. 


Detroit,  November  27th,  uS(r$ 
My  precious  little  Grand  daughter  Kate1 

1  wish  I  could  rejoice  your  heart,  as  your  sweet,  truly  welcome 
letter  joyed  mine  to  hear  of  your  fine  health,  and  “that  all  are  getting 
along  nic  ely”.  1  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  in  writing  to  me. 

My  little  Kate  is  very  dear  to  her  Grandmother’s  heart— and  some¬ 
times  I  catch  myself  grieving,  that  I  had  not  acted  out  my  selfish 
nature,  in  never  having  given  you  up,  but  retained  you  for  my  own 
company,  &  comfort— but  when  for  a  moment,  1  review  the  exalted 
benefits  you  have  had  in  your  father’s  happy  home,  the  delightful 
associations  you  have  enjoyed  in  having  the  loved  associations  of 

j 

Sisters  &  Brothers,  all  being  educated  together,  k  not  as  would  have 
been  the  case,  after  all  your  habits  being  formed,  at  last  be  obliged 
to  meet  in  your  legitimate  home,  entire  Strangers!  would  not  have 
been  so  happy,  Our  dear  Heavenly  Father  has  ordered  all  things 
well!  Mine  would  have  been  too  gloomy  a  home  for  a  bright,  c  heer¬ 
ful  little  sun  Beam  as  my  Kate  was.  We  may  hope  that  il  we  are  the 
loved  children  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  we  may  by  asking  Him,  be 
taught  by  his  Holy  Spirit  to  become  meet  inheritors  with  the  Saints 
in  Glory— and  when  Jesus  has  been  honored  by  us  on  Earth  he 
removed  to  his  Mansions  above  which  He  has  prepared  for  11s,  R: 
'1'here  meet  a  pure  Happy  loving  Band  of  Angels  who  when  we  all 
live  there  will  greet  us  with  Hallelujahs— Mothers,  Fathers,  Sisters 
R:  brothers  will  joy  in  one  union. 

With  Grandmother’s  love  to  Kitty 

E.E.S. 

1  Original  letter  owned  by  Kate  Stuart  Lowry. 
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S 'l'U  A  RT  LETTERS 


My  clear  Little  Bessie,1 


I  am  afraid  you  have  forgotten  your  grandma  who  has  always 
loved  you  so  dearly!  Do  you  not  know  that  when  dear  friends  are 
separated  by  circumstances— &  do  not  leel  sufficient  interest  in  their 
old  Grandmothers,  unless  they  sometimes  write  a  letter  to  each 
other,  they  are  very  apt  to  lorget  each  other?  Now  1  cannot  hear  the 
thought  ol  my  dear  little  grand  children  teasing  ever  to  think  of 
me!!  I  do  not  believe  that  my  Bessie  would  willingly  let  me  feel  that 


yon  are  lorgelting  me,  &:  do  not  love  me— 1  am  happy  to  lea i  n  from 
clear  Sister  Kate’s  Letter  that  you  are  to  use  her  expression  “all 
getting  along  nicely’’— I  am  anxious  to  recieve  a  letter  from  you, 
in  your  own  handwriting! 

You  are  olten  in  my  mind  strutting  around  your  beautiful  im¬ 
proved  grounds— Surrounded  as  you  are  with  all  that  makes  life 
desirable,  should  ever  prompt  you  in  enjoying  these  heavenly  gifts 
Irom  your  dear  Heavenly  Father— to  continuous  loved  praise  for  his 
great  goodness  to  us  all— Dear  affectionate  watch! ul  kind  tende  r  par¬ 


ents— all  that  heart  can  wish  for  to  make  life  pass  most  joyously— 
sweet  Sisters  &  Brothers— Sc  constant  care  with  everyone  to  make  life 
happy— with  so  many  of  1  lis  mercies  ever  over  you— may  your  life  be 
Idled  with  love  to  your  dear  Savior,  that  the  two  dear  little  Twin 
Sisters—  1  read  Life’s  Path  most  peacefully,  long  &:  being  loved  by 
each  other  until  1  hey  are  made  ready  when  the  Mandate  comes  to 
joyl Lilly  respond.  We  come  dear  Savior  Thine  own  purchased  chil¬ 
dren  Kilty  &  Bessie. 


From  the  tenderly  attached  Grandmother 

K.E.S. 


1  Original  letter  owned  by  Kate  Stuart  Lowry. 
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Morristown,  N.  j . 
January  25,  1 8(i  j 


My  Dear  Mother1 


1  believe  that  you  are  one  letter  in  my  debt— but  I  am  not  disposed 
to  keep  a  strict  account  in  such  matters— I  would  write  move  fre¬ 
quently  were  it  not  that  Mary’s  letters  keep  you  advised  of  the  news 


here. 

We  had  quite  a  shock  this  morning  by  hearing  that  Dr.  Van  Ars- 
dalc  was  dead!— I  Ie  died  at  (>  o’clock  this  morning  of  Typhoid  Fever 
— but  how  that  could  be  I  can’t  well  understand  for  he  was  out  on 
Saturday,  though  complaining  of  not  leeling  well— I  supposed  that 
Typhoid  Fever  was  a  lingering  disease— 

M  r.  Duryea  (who  has  been  very  ill  since  his  Mother  s  death)  is  get- 
ting  well,  to  Mrs.  Stevenson’s  great  rebel— 

1  h  is  forenoon  at  School  Bessie  Baker  met  with  an  accident  whic  h 


for  a  lime  caused  a  good  deal  of  excitement  R:  alarm— She  had  very 
stupidly  pul  her  Crochet  Needle  in  her  pocket  8c  somehow  in  taking 
her  seat  ran  it  deep  into  her  thigh— none  of  them  dared  to  pull  it 
out  as  it  is  barbed  8c  Dr.  Fisher  was  sent  for,  but  could  not  come  at 
once  as  he  was  engaged  with  a  patient— In  the  mean  while  Miss 
Pruddcn,  who  happened  to  be  at  the  Seminary  succeeded  in  exti act¬ 
ing  it— nothing  serious  will  follow,  I  suppose,  unless  perhaps  some 
inflammation— 

Do  you  remember  the  Starkweathers,  who  were  at  Chicago  in 
j  847  8c  8— He  was  then  Postmaster— Robert  will  have  told  you  about 
them—' Their  little  daughter  has  Hip  Disease  R:  is  quite  ill— 1  think 
the  treatment  of  Dr.  Sayre  has  caused  irritation  &  that  there  is  dan¬ 
ger  of  losing  her.  What  kind  of  people  were  they?  How  did  you  8c 
Mr.  Stuart  like  them?  I  remember  the  name  8c  the  lact  of  his  being 
Postmaster,  but  nothing  more— 
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STUART  LETTERS 


David  I  presume  will  be  home  next  month,  according  to  the  time- 
lie  fixed  when  last  heard  from. 

Dove  to  the  Doctor 

Vour  attached  Son 

W.  C.  Baker 


1  To  Mrs.  Robert  Stuart,  Original  owned  by  I.ooe  Raker. 


Morristown,  N.  ). 

February  .ph,  1864 

My  dear  Mother1 

Your  kind  letter  of  1st  inst.  has  been  received  together  with  the 
c  heck  ol  A.  J.  Gothcal  lor  $1  14.72,  of  which  1  have  disposed  accord¬ 
ing  to  your  wishes  as  expressed  in  your  Christmas  letter  to  Mary— 

To  Mary  E.  Baker 
Mary  S.  Baker 
Bessie  Baker 
Eliza  Baker 
[,00c  Baker 
Ellen  Cockhill 
Bessie  Turner 
Kate  S.  Baker 
”  Willie  Baker 


And  1  enclose  my  check  for  the  surplus, 
as  you  request  that  you  may  pay  Robert 
his  $  1  o 

•if  1  14.7a 

You  say  in  your  letter  that  you  arc  surprised  to  find  that  1  had  not 
written  to  Mr.  Baird  about  the  Taxes-It  was  not  necessary  for  me 
to  write  at  all  for  he  was  asked  last  year  to  attend  every  year  to  the 
payment  of  Taxes-Still  1  am  in  the  habit  once  a  year-in  the  month 


50.00 
1 0.00 
1 0.00 
1 0.00 

5-oo 

3.00 

3.00 

3.00 
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ol  I'cbr nary  of  writing  to  him  about  my  own  taxes  !v  at  the  same 
lime  ol  ret|uesling  him  to  send  to  you  for  the  money  to  pay  yours- 

Yoti  will  not  probably  receive  the  February  Rents  from  Mr. 
Golbeal  before  the  tst  March-It  takes  a  month  to  get  them  in  from 
the  class  of  Tenants  be  has  to  do  with-I fe  is  now  engaged  in  looking 
for  a  tenant  for  the  Front  St.  Store-  and  thinks  the  Rent  ought  to  be 
increased,  lie  was  to  go  over  to  Brooklyn  to  consult  Mrs.  C.oxc  & 
John  Haslctt,  as  to  what  he  should  ask  lor  it- The  present  tenant 
objects  to  any  increase. 

The  Children  are  all  delighted  with  your  liberal  Christinas  pres¬ 
ents  to  them— Willie  intends  to  invest  a  part  of  his  in  Valentines  on 
the  1  |th  of  this  month. 

1  saw  this  week  an  Officer  just  arrived  in  New  York  irom  Gen. 
Grant’s  Head  Quarters  8:  to  which  he  is  attached— He  says  that  an 
Officer  had  just  come  from  the  Mississippi  River,  who  left  David  m 
good  health  &  spirits  at  Natchez  as  late  as  the  10th  January-Hc  also 
says  that  David  is  very  successful  in  his  business  R:  has  been  making- 

money. 

Give  my  love  to  the  Doctor— 

Your  attached  Son 

W.  C.  baker 

1  Mix.  Robert  Stuart.  Original  owned  by  Looe  baker. 

2  The  store  at  Bo  Front  Street,  New  York  City,  inherited  by  Ellen  Sullivan  Coxe, 
I.me  Sullivan  llaslett  and  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart  on  the  death  of  their  luoilur, 
Mary  Rainier  Sullivan  Sept.  28,  1817.  Mr.  Golbeal  was  the  agent  for  the  Sullivan 
property  in  New  \oik  &:  liiooklyn. 
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all  is  exactly  as  you  remember-only  Robert’s  door  is  locked,  also 
his  window— on  the  upper  Gallery-bur  the  Garret,  1  found  open- 
hut  the  door  leading  to  (&)  from  the  Garret  to  the  back  Gallery- 
evidently  never  has  been  opened  since  the  day  I  left— a  Silent  hut 
laithlul  witness  Spoke  to  me,  the  moment  1  ascertained  that  my 
( ’arret  was  open,  and  had  been  so,  ever  since  I  left  home.-  So,  that 
everything  in  the  Garret  has  been  under  the  custody  oi'  some  one 
in  whose  philosophy  there  is  much  more  than  ever  ions  (beamed  of 
in  yours  or  mine  so  that  1  know  no  more  what  is  in  three  Trunks, 
which  I  find,  &  would  not  touch  them,  until  1  could  hear  from  you. 
but  now  that  I  have  heard  from  you  I  will  send  for  a  lock  Smith  and 
have  all  my  locks  opened-and  will  if  able  try  to  write  you  every 
particular  of  things  which  have  occurred  to  me  since  my  arrival. 

I  ha\e  nc\ ci  seen  nor  heard  of  Mary  until  Saturday  evening  27 
ins,  and  to  my  surprize  and  sad  disappointment,  she  tells  me  that 
she  has  not  the  Keys  nor  knows  anything  of  them!  1  am  now  sending 
Annie  in  search  of  a  Smith— all  the  family  were  amazed  since  the 
Garret  must  have  been  opened  the  3  months  of  my  absence!-all  is 
wrapped  in  mystery.— 

I  am  rejoiced  to  hear  of  the  unusual  health  of  the  family— espe- 
c ially  dear  Looly— he  and  we  all  had  suffered  with  that  intensely 
warm  weather.  I  am  happy  and  astonishingly  well  considering  all 
things.—  I  am  truly  happy  that  you  spent  so  much  time  with  Nelly2 
since  I  have  letuined  1  met  a  Lady  who  seems  to  be  a  great  admirer 
of  hers  a  Mrs.—  I  believe  “Seymore”  formally  a  Miss  Ins  was  quite 
delighted  in  finding  a  Sister  ol  her  “much  admired  and  esteemed 
Mrs.  Coxe.” 


How  does  Sandy3  like  his  Aunty  elect.-  Will  you  ask  Mr.  Baker 
if  lie  should  sec  Mr.  Gotheal  to  find  out  if  my  tenants  have  paid  their 
quarters  rent  due  1st  of  Aug.  I  did  not  speak  of  the  subject  to  Nelly 
n°r  to  any  one.—  Ol  course  I  could  not  say  one  word  to  Nelly  about 
money  matters,  nor  poor  Ma’s  last  will— so  between  cruel  misappre¬ 
hensions  &  none  to  act  You  know  the  old  adage  of  “between  two 
stools  a  certain  fact  may  be  relied  on  a  fall  to  the  Ground.” 

Would  Mr.  Baker  have  any  objection  to  asking  Mr.  Astor  if  he 
would  or  could  let  him  (have)  any  of  his  Father’s  old  letters  of  no 
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consequence.  My  kind  Mr. - supposing  that  among  Mr.  Stuart’s 

old  letters  one,  if  only  a  few  letters,  might  be  found  among  Mr. 
Stuart’s  old  business  Letters  as  he  was  very  anxious  to  have  one  to 
bind  with  his  Old  manuscripts  ol  all  the  great  departed  names,  none 
of  whom  seems  to  stand  above  Mr.  Astor’s— among  his  collection  he 
has  some  too  years  old— And  he  was  so  attentively  kind  up  to  the 
last  minute,  1  am  anxious  if  it  can  be  obtained  to  get  one  1mm 
I V.B.A.  1  suppose  one  might  be  found  in  those  scaled  boxes  ol  A.  1'. 
Company1  papers,  which  to  my  knowledge  has  never  been  opened 
in  our  Garret  and  it  looks  to  me  too  tremblingly  alive  to  attempt  to 
open  or  search  for  one  of  his  letters  now  under  seal  certainly  belore 
Father  went  to  Chicago— R:  I  know  I  could  not  go  through  the  task— 
he  only  wants  it  for  the  Curiosity— 

I  am  not  able  to  write  any  more— love  to  Mr.  Baker  to  dear  Mary 
Bessie,  &  to  Sandy3  for  Bessie’s  sake  &  to  Sandy’s  mother  for  her  own 
sake— a  kiss  and  Grandma’s  ardent  love  to  My  dear  Granddaughters 
R:  to  my  precious  Looc  R:  Willie — last  tho  not  least  my  deal  good 
precious  Kliza.  May  she  press  lorward  to  the  mark  ol  het  high  calling 
iu  Cx  Jesus  our  Lord  R:  Saviour. 

When  if  ever  I  get  settled  I  mean  to  try  to  write  to  you  in  journal 
form.  With  my  hearts  love  to  you  dear  Mother  ever  your 

Attached  Mother 

EES. 

1  Oiiginal  letter  owned  by  Elizabeth  Dunsmoor  Clark. 

2  Nelly-1  lien  Sullivan  Coxe,  sister  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart. 

3  ••Sandy”  was  Lieutenant  Alexander  Mackenzie,  U.S.N.  die  son  of  Morristown 
friends  of  the  Raker’s.  lie  was  the  fiance  of  Bessie  Raker,  who  married  her  first  cousin, 
Robert  I'm  tier  Sept.  4,  18G5. 

Sandy  was  on  the  Hartford  oft  the  coast  of  China  from  August  to,  18(15  to  June 
i‘{.  18(17  when  he  was  killed  in  an  encounter  with  savages  on  the  Island  of  Formosa. 
Two  tablets  and  his  picture  are  in  the  Naval  Academy. 

■1  ,\  p  Co _ American  Fur  Co.  Robert  Stuart  had  direct  charge  of  the  fui  gathcicis 

&  the  outdoor  operations  of  the  American  Fur  Co.  at  Michilimacinac  from  1817-1822. 
In  1822,  when  Ramsay  Crooks  was  transferred  to  the  general  managership  of  the 
Company  Stuart  succeeded  Crooks  as  general  manager  of  the  business  of  the  Company 
in  the  region  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  upper  Mississippi  Valley.  This  position  he  held 

until  183. p 
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THE  MARRIAGE  OE  ROBERT  STUART  TURN ER  AND  ELIZABETH  EMMA 

BAKER,  SEPTEMBER  4,  I  86 5 

As  tolcl  by  “Aunt  Bessie”  Turner  and  “Aunt  Eliza"  Baker  to  their  niece, 

Kate  Stuart  Lowry 


1  lie  man  iage  ol  Will iam  C.  Baker  to  Mary  Stuart  I  tinier  in  1856 
brought  two  groups  ol  cousins  into  one  household.  William  Baker 
had  four  daughters  and  one  son— Mary,  Elizabeth  (Bessie),  Eliza, 
Looc  and  Kate— by  his  first  marriage  to  Kate  Stuart,  and  Mary  Stuart 
Turner  had  a  son  and  daughter— Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Bessie)— 
by  1)  1 .  Geoige  k  rank  1  in  1  timer.  W  hen  ‘  Will le  Baker  was  born  111 
1S58,  he  was  half-brother  to  both  groups.  No  wonder  the  1  elation- 
ships  were  hard  for  outsiders  to  understand! 

It  was  a  happy  home.  1  he  Baker  house  in  Moiristown  was  large 
and  spacious— “Aunty”  was  devoted  to  the  children  ol  her  sister 


Kale,  and  Grandmother  Stuart”  approved  ol  the  marriage,  for  her 
son-in-law,  William  Baker,  was  her  mainstay,  and  she  knew  that  her 
daughter  Mary  would  take  good  care  ol  his  motherless  children. 

In  the  summer  of  18(15,  “Bessie”  Baker  was  unusually  lovely.  She 


was  beau  til  ul,  gay,  and  lull  ol  charm.  She  had  had  a  good  time  at 
West  Point  hops,  and  at  twenty,  she  had  been  engaged  for  over  a 
year  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Alexander  Slidell  Mackenzie,  the 
son  of  Morristown  neighbors  and  friends.  But  “Sandy”  Mackenzie 
was  011  the  U.S.S.  Hartford,  oil'  the  coast  of  China,  Bessie  was  in 
Morristown,  and  “Bob”  Turner,  who  had  graduated  in  18(15  from 
the  Berkshire  Medical  College,  in  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  came  home.  Sud¬ 
denly  “Uncle  Baker”  and  “Aunty”  realized  that  Bob’s  and  Bessie’s 
interest  in  each  other  was  growing  dangerous.  A  marriage  between 
these  first  cousins,  who  were  also  step-brother  and  sister,  was  unwise. 
And  Bessie  was  engaged  to  Sandy  Mackenzie!  So  the  elders  reasoned 
with  the  young  people,  and  forbade  private  conversations. 

Then  came  a  Sunday.  Bessie  had  “a  headache”  and  stayed  in  her 
room.  Bob  said  that  he  did  not  want  to  go  to  church.  The  Bakers 
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always  went  lo  (  lunch.  There  were  the  younger  children  to  he  con¬ 
sidered.  So,  alter  a  conference,  Uncle  Baker  and  Aunty  went  to 
Church  with  the  children,  and  good  little  Eli/a,  aged  sixteen,  was 
told  to  stay  home,  and  look  after  Bob  and  see  that  he  and  Bessie  did 
not  meet. 

Boh  said  that  he  was  going  to  walk  in  the  garden.  He  knew  his 
Eli/a,  and  he  presented  her  with  a  beautiful  new  book,— “a  Sunday 
Book”— full  ol  Bible  stories.  Soon  Eli/a  was  so  absorbed  in  reading 
that  Bob  could,  undetected,  climb  from  the  garden  on  to  the  piazza 
roof  outside  Bessie’s  window,  and  they  made  their  plans.  The  fam¬ 
ily  returned  from  church,  and  Eliza  assured  her  aunt  that  Bob  had 
been  in  the  garden  and  Bessie  in  her  room  all  morning. 

Then  on  Monday,  September  4th,  Bob  left  Morristown  on  the 
train,  and  the  Bakers  drew  long  sighs  of  relief.  They  felt  sorry  for 
Bessie,  and  when  she  asked  if  she  could  take  the  buggy,  and  go  for 
a  drive  by  herself,  they  gladly  agreed. 

Bessie  wanted  to  be  married  in  a  white  dress.  She  put  on  a  white 
muslin  dress,  and  because  she  knew  that  it  would  excite  comment, 
she  slipped  on  a  black  skiit  over  it,  so  that  she  appeared  to  be  wear¬ 
ing  a  white  shirt  waist  and  black  skill.  She  drove  in  the  buggy  to 
Madison,  where  she  met  Bob,  who  had  arrived  there  by  train.  Bessie 
slipped  off  her  black  skirt  and  they  were  married  by  Rev.  John 
Newton  Crane,  Pastor  of 'The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Madi¬ 
son.  Then  Bessie  put  on  her  black  skirt  and  returned  to  Morris¬ 
town,  and  Bob  left  for  the  hospital  where  he  was  working. 

Some  1  ime  afterwards,  a  telegram  came  to  Mrs.  Baker  that  her  son 
Robert  was  ill  with  pneumonia.  She  decided  to  go  to  him  at  once. 
She  called  up  to  the  houseman  to  bring  down  her  trunk,  and  Bessie 
called  to  him  to  bring  down  her  trunk  also.  “You  cannot  go.  You 
have  no  right”,  said  Aunty.  “I  have  every  right.  I  am  his  wife”, 
answered  Bessie.  So  they  both  went  together. 

The  Bakers  accepted  the  marriage.  Dr.  Robert  I  urner  and  his 
wife  went  to  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  practiced  for  some 
years.  They  had  no  children.  He  died  in  1885.  “Aunt  Bessie  , 
“Cousin  Bessie”,  or  “Aunty”— was  adored  by  all  the  family.  Every¬ 
one  turned  to  her  in  times  of  special  need.  She  came  to  be  with 
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STUART  LETTERS 


r.llcn  Stuart  Ward  when  \  irginia  Stuart  was  married  to  Rev.  Alex¬ 
ander  Mackay-Sinith,  and  she  tame  to  he  with  Virginia  Stuart 
M.u.kay-Sniith  when  her  daughter,  Helen,  was  mat  t  ied  to  Charles 
Lestci  Alai latt.  She  was  adviser  and  confident  to  all  the  Stuart  lani- 
ily.  She  was  God-mother  to  Virginia  Marian  in  upo. 


1866 


Probate  Court,  Wayne  County,  Michigan 
Recorded  in  Liber  64,  at  1'olio  75  1  &  755 

LAST  WILL  AND  TESTAMENT.  OF  F..  STUART 

Filed  October  6,  1 866 

II.  R.  Newland 
Register  ol  Probate 

I,  Eliza  E.  Stuart  of  sound  mind,  but  in  infirm  health,  do  make 
this  my  last  will  and  testament,  hereby  revoking  all  wills  heretofore 
executed  by  me — 

1  give  and  bequeath  to  William  C.  Baker  of  Morristown,  New 
Jersey,  the  sum  ol  1  wo  1  housand  dollars,  in  testimony  ol  my  grati¬ 
tude  for  his  constant  aid  in  the  execution  of  my  trust  as  Executrix 
of  the  Will  of  my  late  husband  Robert  Stuart. 

I  bequeath  to  Lavinia  E.  Stuart,  widow  of  my  Son  John  Stuart 
deceased,  a  sum  equal  to  one  twentieth  of  my  own  estate  derived 
from  my  father,  mother  and  brother,  to  be  paid  to  her  in  one  year 
after  my  decease. 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  William  C.  Baker  and  David  Stuart  a  sum 
equal  to  three  twentieth  parts  of  my  private  estate  in  Trust  to  invest 
the  same  to  the  best  advantage  for  the  benefit  &  behoof  of  my  grand¬ 
daughter  Fanny  Ella  Stuart  until  she  arrives  at  the  age  of  Twenty 
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one  years,  expending  so  much  of  the  income  thereof  as  they  shall 
deem  necessary  for  her  nurture  and  education  and  in  case  of  the 
decease  of  the  said  Fanny  Ella  Stuart  before  her  arrival  at  the  age 
and  without  heirs  ol  her  body, 

of  Twenty  one  years  to  divide  the  principal  of  said  sum  and  so 
much  of  the  interest  thereof  as  shall  remain  in  their  hands  unex¬ 
pended  in  equal  proportions  between  my  sons  David  Stuart  and 
Robert  Stuart  &  my  daughter  Mary  E.  baker  and  the  children  of 
my  late  daughter  Kate  Baker  deceased,  such  children  receiving  the 
one  fourth  part  thereof  to  which  their  mother  would  have  been 
entitled  were  she  living. 

I  bequeath  the  remainder  of  my  private  estate  in  four  equal  pro¬ 
portions  to  my  sons  David  Stuart  and  Robert  Stuart,  to  my  daughter 
Mary  E.  Baker,  and  to  the  children  of  my  deceased  daughter  Kate 
1  laker. — 

1  appoint  David  Stuart,  and  Robert  Stuart,  William  C.  Baker  and 
Mary  E.  Baker  executors  of  this  my  last  will.—  Flic  six  words  inter¬ 
lined  belore  execution  are  valid. 


Eliza.  E.  Stuart 


Morristown  May  gist,  i860 

Codicile 

Feeling  positively  certain  that  Mr.  Stuart  never  meant  the  Bond 
given  to  him  by  his  son  David  to  be  charged  against  him,  I  now  wish 
if  it  should  be  produced  against  him  with  the  Interest  charged  upon 
it  which  may  have  accrued  thereon  since  the  date  ol  the  Bond— that 
before  any  money  be  paid  from  my  estate,  to  any  purpose  named  in 


Signed  by  the  testatrix  in  our 
presence  together,  this  31st  day 
of  January  A.  D.  1859  and 
declared  by  her  as  her  last  will 
&  testament. 


Al  t hm  G.  Porter 
George  Porter 
Fred.  11.  Porter 
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my  will,  1  hat  all  the  Interest  on  David’s  Rond  may  he  fully  paid  to 
the  1'. state  oi  R.  Stuart,  after  which  the  division  of  my  property 
inherited  from  my  Parents1  and  Brothers  John- and  Magee'1  Sullivan, 
to  be  disposed  of  as  directed  in  my  will,  to  whic  h  I  wish  this  paper 
added.  I  laving  consulted  no  Lawyer  I  trust  that  my  wishes  expressed 
herein  will  he  sufficient. 

Signed 

.  Eli/a  E.  Stuart— in  presence  of 
Moses  A.  Brookfield 
R.  L.  Brookfield 
D.  M.  Brookfield. 


1  John  Sullivan,  who  died  June  1807,  and  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan  who  died  Sept. 
28,  18.17. 

-Ia.  John  McCarthy  Sullivan  who  died  Feb.  21,  183;$,  leaving  a  will  in  which, 
after  a  life  interest  to  his  mother,  lie  left  his  estate  to  be  divided  between  his  sisters, 
Elizabeth  Emma  Stuart,  Ellen  Coxe  and  Jane  T.  Haslett. 

15  l)r.  Robert  Magee  Sullivan,  who  died  Dec.  10,  1822,  intestate. 


Codicil  2nd 


At  my  death  I  wish  paid  from  Sullivan  Estate  to  my  three  children, 
Mary  E.  Baker,  David  Stuart  and  Robert  Stuart  &  my  cousin  Emma 
Williams,  and  to  Sarah  Stuart  wife  of  David,  to  Lavinia  widow  of 
John,  and  to  Ellen  wife  of  Robert,  each  One  hundred  dollars,  to 
defray  immediate  expenses  for  them,  if  they  wish  to  purchase  mourn¬ 
ing,  as  is  customary  in  Society— and  to  each  of  my  Grandchildren 
Fifty  dollars  for  the  same  purpose. 


29  day  of  October 
1  862 


Eliza  E.  Stuart 


Codicil:  Item- 

In  addition  to  the  executors  named  in  my  will  above,  1  hereby 
appoint  James  F.  Joy  to  act  with  them  as  one  of  my  said  executors. 
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In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal 
this  twenty  ninth  day  of  October  A.  1).  18614 


Signed,  sealed  ie  published 
in  the  presence  ol 


A.  1 1.  Adams 


C.  C.  1  rowbridge 
Arthur  C.  Porter 


Eliza.  E.  Stuart 


Codicil.  Item. 


My  son  Robert  having  been  taken  away  by  death,  it  is  my  will 
that  that  portion  of  my  estate  which  was  designed  for  him  in  my  will 
to  which  this  is  a  codicil,  shall  go  to  his  children  who  may  survive 
me,  to  be  divided  equally  among  them. 

Item.  Being  desirous  so  far  as  I  may  to  place  that  portion  ol  my 
estate  which  was  designed  for  my  son  David,  beyond  the  contin¬ 
gencies  of  business  for  the  benefit  of  his  family,  I  do  hereby  change 
the  provisions  of  my  will  in  that  regard,  &  give  8:  bequeath  that  por¬ 
tion  of  my  estate  intended  for  him,  in  the  will  to  which  this  is  a 
codicil,  to  his  wife  and  in  case  she  shall  survive  me,  for  the  benefit 
of  herself  &  the  children  of  my  son  David,  but  with  power,  il  she 
shall  deem  best,  to  despose  of  the  same  in  such  manner  as  the  best 
interests  ol  the  family  may  in  her  judgement  seem  to  require. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  27th 
day  of  Jan.  1 866. 

E.  E.  Stuart 


Signed  by  the  testatrix  in  our  presence  together  this  27th  day  of 
January  A.  D.  1866  &  declared  to  be  her  last,  as  were  also  the  three 
proceeding  codicils  hereto  annexed  &  which  in  like  manner  she  de¬ 
clared  to  be  parts  of  this  her  last  will  &  testament. 

Washington  A.  bacon 
Arthur  C.  Porter 
C.  C.  Trowbridge 
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STUART  RUTTERS 


ALUM  N  AK  HUI.LF.TIN  OF  11IK  MORAV  IAN  NLMLNARY, 
li  F/l  ;  1  L  L 1 1 1:  M  ,  1  ’  F  N  N  S  V  L  V  A  N 1 A 

October  14,  Kjiji 

VOL.  IV  NO.  1 

The  following  is  from  a  Detroit  paper  of  the  year  18117,  anil  has 
recently  been  brought  to  our  attention: 

Mrs.  Robert  Stuart  (Itl i/a  L.  Sullivan,  Class  1804)  was  born  in 
[tine  1  and  passed  away  at  her  residence,  Jefferson  Avenue  and 
Rivard  Street,  Detroit,  Michigan,  at.  the  advanced  age  ol  7,3  years. 

She  was  born  in  the  city  ol  New  York  and  highly  educated  ai  the 
celebrated  Moravian  School,  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.  Mrs.  Stuart  enjoyed 
all  the  advantages  ol  that  accomplished  society  which  then  distin¬ 
guished  the  loremost  city  of  the  country,  until  shortly  after  her  mar¬ 
riage  with  the  late  lamented  Robert  Stuart,  which  occurred  in  the 
year  1813.  About  the  year  1.818  she  removed  with  her  husband 
to  the  remote  and  dreary  island  ol  Mackinaw,  where  her  husband 
was  actively  engaged  with  the  American  Fur  Co.,  then  maintaining 
large  and  nourishing  outposts  on  our  Northwestern  frontier. 

Mere  she  settled  and  remained  until  the  year  of  1835,  when  she 
with  her  husband  and  family  removed  to  Detroit.  Here,  on  the 
island,  most  il  not  all  her  children  were  born.  Here  the  best  part  of 
her  early  life  was  spent  in  supreme  devotion  to  her  family  and  the 
maintenance  of  a  cheerful  and  attractive  home  in  the  wilderness. 
To  this  and  her  superior  culture,  her  native  cheerfulness  of  disposi¬ 
tion,  her  almost  unrivalled  powers  of  conversation  and  graceful  in¬ 
tercourse  with  friends,  were  all  devoted;  and  through  them  she  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  concentrating  about  her  Island  home  attractions  which 
were  long  and  gratefully  remembered  by  many  distinguished  men 
of  the  country  whom  business  or  pleasure  had  led  to  this  part  of  the 
national  frontier.  Upon  her  arrival  in  Detroit  she  won  at  once  the 
esteem  of  all,  and  her  society  was  soon  sought  after  by  persons  in 
every  rank  and  condition  of  life;  the  highest  enjoying  the  relined 
pleasures  of  her  intellect,  and  the  humblest  sharing  ecjually  her 
bounty,  her  counsel  and  her  sympathy.  The  chief  trait  of  Mrs. 
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St  nan’s  character,  however,  the  crowning  glory  ol  her  life,  was  her 
unselfish  and  supreme  devotion  to  the  good  ol  others— manifested 
not  only  toward  those  ol  her  own  blood,  but  towards  all  who  came 
within  reach  ol  her  warm  hand  or  elevating  influence.  In  her  later 
years,  and  especially  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  she  seemed  to 
have  made  it  the  rule  of  her  life  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  the  promo¬ 
tion  ol  pure  religion  and  all  its  sweet  practical  virtues.  Indeed,  like 
the  c  lo\ er  in  the  meadow,  they  seemed  ever  to  lie  in  abundant  blos¬ 
som  about  her  leet,  and  to  shed  their  constant  fragrance  through  all 
her  honored  life.  She  was  a  noble  representative  of  the  Christian 
woman,  ever  openly,  yet  without  parade,  wearing  the  badge  of  her 
profession,  and  displaying  such  a  beautiful  consistency  of  character 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  as  to  attract  very  many,  both  from  the 
ranks  ol  youth  and  sober  age,  to  her  friendly  confidence  and  Chris¬ 
tian  guidance.” 
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Minneapolis,  M inn. 

Dec.  tgth  iSyfi 

Dear  Jennie1 

W  e  were  grieved  to  learn  from  your  letter,  that  Mr.  Ward’s2  health 
has  been  bad,  of  late— 1  had  not  iced  that  he  was  absent  from  Congress 
on  several  occasions  when  the  vote  was  taken— I  hope  that  he  will 
soon  be  able  to  resume  his  seat  with  health  entirely  restored. 

Your  Aunt’s  health  is  somewhat  improved  and  if  the  Neuralgia 
would  leave  her,  she  would  soon  be  as  well  as  she  was  before  her 
accident— she  is  now  well,  except  her  lameness,  which  is  caused  by 
neuralgic  pain  in  the  Sciatic  Nerve  k  which  is  quite  severe  at  times. 

I  wish  that  I  could  give  the  information  which  you  inquire  lor 
about  the  Stewart  or  Stuart  pedigree  (the  name  has  been  written 
both  ways  &  was  originally  Steward)  but  1  have  never  investigated 
the  subject  except  to  make  inquiries  chieily  of  “Old”  Uncle  David 
R:  wall  give  you  what  few  disjointed  items  of  information  were 
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elicited  from  him— There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  gene¬ 
alogy  or  pedigree  kept  in  the  family,  hut  ‘Old”  Uncle  c  laimed  that 
they  were  descended  from  the  eldest  or  Main  Inane  h  of  the  Stuarts— 
The  arms  used  by  your  grandfather  &  Old  Uncle  were  those  which 
>ou  b^ve  &  ()l  which  the  crest  is  a  demi-lion  rampant  with  a  motto 
over  it  ol  “Nobilis  ira  est  leonis”— “noble  is  the  angei  of  the  lion” 

contracted  by  usage  to  “Nobilis  ira”— The  Arms  are  those  ol  the 
loyal  St uarts. 

The  family  was  founded  by  Walter  Fitz  Alan,  a  Welshman  who 
held  the  office  of  Lord  High  Steward  of  Scotland  &  who  married  the 
daughtet  ol  kobert  Bruc  e— J  heir  son  Robert  born  in  i  (>  became 
Robert  II,  King of  Scotland  different  branches  of  the  family  are  now 
represented  by  several  titled  heads-as  the  Marcjuess  of  Bute-  Karls 
Moray,  I  raquair  and  Castle  Stuart— Baron  Blantyre  &t\  Of  these 
families,  that  ol  Bute  is  the  only  one  which  bears  the  same  crest, 
which  would  make  it  probable  that  your  family  was  of  common 
descent  with  that  ol  Bute — and  yet  lor  othei  reasons  it  would  seem 
more  likely  that  they  were  ol  the  family  of  which  the  head  was  Baron 
Donne  (now  Earl  Moray)  and  whose  seal  was  Donne,  County  Berth 
and  a  few  miles  only  from  Callander. 

Your  Grandfather— Robert  Stuart  was  born  at  Callander  Co. 

1  ci  lit  m  i  7 S5  and  was  the  son  of  John  Stuart  k  Mary  Buc  hanan  — :1 

John  Stuart  was  the  son  ol  James  Stuart  (or  Stewart) 

James  Stuart  was  the  Son  of  James  Stuart  Sent  . 

James  Stuart  Senr.  was  the  son  ol  Alexander  Stuart— 

When  a  lad,  your  grandfather  was  to  have  gone  to  the  East  Indies 
with  General  Robert  Stewart  ot  the  E.  I.  Company’s  Army,  who  was 
wealthy  &  unmarried— your  grandfather  was  named  after  him  &  he 
was  a  relation  though  1  know  not  how  near— every  preparation  was 
made  lor  the  voyage  but  at  the  last  moment  his  Mother  grieved  so 
much  at  the  separation  that  the  project  was  abandoned— I  made 
before  your  grandfather’s  death  some  investigation  in  regard  to 
Genl.  Stuart,  where  he  had  lived,  when  he  died  &c— This  perhaps  is 
the  investigation  to  which  you  had  reference  in  your  letter  &  which 
you  thought  was  of  a  genealogical  nature— I  found  that  General 
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Si  1 1.1 1 1  had  man  icd  L-  lived  1 11  the  Last  I  tidies,  had  a  lam  ily  ol  several 
diildi  en  k  that  he  died  at  Brompton  in  England— where  his  property 
was  divided  among  his  children  k  for  which  purpose  an  Estate  in 
County  Perth  called  Po  Black4  was  sold  Sc  bought  by  Earl  Moray  ol 
whom  1  have  spoken  above. 

1  have  spoken  ol  the  Stuart  clan  or  family  of  which  the  Marquess 
ol  Bute  is  the  head  Sc  representative,  and  of  the  Stuarts  of  Donne 
Castle,  (ho.  Perth  ol  which  the  Earl  ol  Moray  is  the  representative— 
there  is  still  another  family— the  Stewarts  of  Grandtully,  County 
Perth,  of  which  the  representative  is  a  Baronet  (residence  Grand¬ 
tully  Cast le)  &:  Irom  which  lamily  yours  may  perhaps  have  descended 
—I  should  the  more  incline  to  this  supposition  on  account  ol  the 
names  prevailing  in  the  early  history  ol  this  branch— viz.  Janies, 
Alexander,  John  See  and  on  a/c  of  a  claim  upon  which  “Old  Uncle” 
laid  much  stress,  that  his  family  was  not  descended  from  the  Royal 
Stuarts,  but  the  Royal  Stuarts  irom  it— In  Burkes  Peerage  Sc  Baronet¬ 
age  in  the  Pedigree  of  the  Stuarts— Baronets  of  Grandtully  Co.  Perth, 
it  is  stated  as  lollows: 

“Alexander  Stewart  6th  Lord  High  Steward  of  Scotland, 
living  in  the  reigns  of  Alexander  J1  k  Alexander  111,  mar¬ 
ried  Jean,  dan.  Sc  heiress  of  Angus  Macrory,  Lord  Bute, 
and  had  with  1  dan.  2  sons.  1 ,  James  7th  Lord  high  Steward 
ol  Scotland,  Irom  whom  the  royal  lamily  of  Stuart  derived, 
in  a  direct  male  line,  down  to  James  5  whose  dan.  k  heiress 
was  the  unfortunate  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.” 

Burke  also  states  of  the  descendants  of  this  family  that 

“Alexander  Stewart  who  flourished  in  the  reign  of  James  I 
of  Scotland,  obtained  a  charter  front  Archibald,  Earl  of 
Douglas,  of  the  lands  of  Grandtully,  Kyltilich  and  Aber- 
foldie  in  the  County  Perth.” 

I  learned  from  “Old  Uncle  that  one  of  his  family  had  taken  up 
arms  in  1715  in  the  cause  of  the  first  Pretender  k  another— John 
Stewart— in  1745  on  the  side  of  the  Second  Pretender— whether  this 
was  to  their  credit  or  discredit  would  1  suppose  be  in  County  Perth 
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a  vexed  question  even  in  the  present  day — 1  have  thus  spun  quite  a 
long  yarn  without  giving  you  information  of  any  value— I  am  sorry 
not  to  he  able  to  do  better  R:  to  meet  your  wishes— II  1  were  going 
to  investigate  the  genealogy,  1  should  begin  by  examining  the  pedi¬ 
gree  ol  the  Stewarts  ol  Gnindlully,  tl  I  could  get  access  to  it  in  any 
publication  which  would  give  the  collateral  branches— 'The  pedigree 
ol  the  Stuart  lamily  has  been  published  in  a  book— at  Callander  R: 
Ualquhidder  (your  lamily  appear  to  have  lived  at  both  places)  the 
records  ol  births,  marriages  R:  deaths  might  give  some  clues  but  your 
grandfather’s  descent  through  John  James  &  James  from  Alexander 
ought  it  seems  to  me  to  make  it  easy  to  identily  the  particular  branch 
from  which  he  descended  -This  Alexander  I  suppose  to  be  the  Laird 
Alexander  Stuart  spoken  of  in  the  life  of  Rob  Roy  &  living  near 
either  Callander  or  Balquhidder,  I  forget  now  which— Rob  Roy  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  settled  near  the  Laird5  and  though  both 
adherents  ol  the  Pretender  they  had  a  quarrel  about  a  boundary 
question  Sc  a  combat  with  swords  in  which  Rob  Roy  though  con¬ 
sidered  the  best  swordsman  in  Scotland  was  disarmed,  owing  per¬ 
haps  to  his  strength  being  impaired  by  age— they  afterwards  t  e- 
inained  good  friends  Sc  neighbors,  but  Rob  Roy  nevet  drew  his 
sword  again. 

Give  my  kindest  regards  to  your  Mother  &  brother  and  to  Mr. 
Ward  with  my  wishes  for  his  speedy  recovery— and  in  which  I  am 
joined  by  your  Aunt  and  Cousins 

Yours  allectionately 

W.  C.  Baker 

We  all  unite  in  wishing  you  a  Merry  Christmas. 

1  To  Virginia  Stuart,  daughter  of  Robert  Stuart  Jr. 

-  Elijali  Ward,  second  husband  of  Ellen  Stuart  (widow  of  Robert  Stuart)  whom  he 
married  on  August  28,  i8(i(i  in  The  Church  of  the  Transfiguration,  New  York,  was 
a  Democratic  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  March  j,  1877  to  Match  3, 
1859,  March  j,  i8(ii  to  Match  3,  18G5,  and  March  |,  1875  to  March  3,  1877.  He  died 
February  7,  1 882. 

;t  Kitty  Stuart  Crcswcll  (Mrs.  Hector  Creswell)  inherited  the  wedding  ring  of  Mary 
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lluehaiiaii  from  hei  mule,  Alexander  Stuart,  of  1  dinburgli,  whose  grandfaihei  Alex¬ 
ander  was  brother  to  Robert  Stuart. 

1  l’robabh  l’ow  l'dack  or  black  burn,  not  far  from  Grand  fully  Castle.  The  boun 
daries  of  the  estates  in  tin;  Highlands  were  principally  brooks. 

•’  Mexander  Smart  ol  Edinburgh  had  Rob  Roy’s  arm  chair  and  a  candlestii  k  which 
he  had  made  himself.  They  had  been  given  Andy  Stuart  by  Miss  Margaret  Stewart, 
w  ho  was  the  last  ol  the  old  Glenbuckie  family  who  were  neighbors  of  Rob  Roy. 
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EVENT 

“Contracted  JOHN  STEWART  and 
MARY  BUCHANAN  both  in  Ruskachan 
in  this  parish.  Dues  2  sh.  stcr.”  John  Stew¬ 
art,  Schoolmaster,  and  Mary  Buchanan, 
daughter  of  ROBERT’  BUCH \NAN,were 
married  in  the  Parish  of  Bahjuhidder, 
County  of  Perth,  Scotland. 

John  Stewart’s  father,  JAMES  S  I  FAVART 
—‘‘James  McTavish  McAlcster”,  known  as 
"Settmas  11a  Coille"  or  James  of  the  Wood 
(i 725-1 79b)  was  a  Loyalist  and  served  in 
the  jend  Highland  Regiment,  "The  Black 
Watch”,  although  his  two  younger  broth¬ 
ers,  John  and  Duncan  Stewart,  were  on 
the  side  of  the  Pretender.  James  Stewart 
fought  at  Fontenoy  in  17  15,  and  hisAndrea 
Ferat a  broadsword  is  in  the  Scotch  United 
Services  Museum  at  Edinburgh  Castle, 
(donated  by  Alexander  Stuart).  At  Stirling 
in  17.17  he  married  KATHARINE,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  DUNCAN  STEWART.  They  lived 
in  the  ‘‘croft”  (small  homestead)  called 
“Tigli  na-cuilt”  (House  in  the  Woods) 
about  a  half  mile  north  of  Ralquhiddcr 
Station.  lie  and  his  wife  were  probably 
buried  in  the  churchyard  of  the  old  Scotch 
Church  at  Balquhidder. 

JOHN  SFEWARF  and  MARY  BUCH¬ 
ANAN  had  nine  children: 

James  Baptized  July  12,  1781. 

John  Baptized  June  13,  1783  (Died 

young). 

ROBERT  Born  February  ig,  1785  in  a 
croft  between  Kings’  House 
Hotel  at  Balquhidder  and 
Strathyrc.  The  railroad  now 
( 1 957)  runs  through  the  site  of 
this  house.  He  was  known  as 
‘‘Little  Robert  of  the  Hills”. 


SOU  11  CAN 

Parish  Register  ol  Bahju¬ 
hidder,  in  the  Count)  ol 
Perth,  in  the  Register 
House,  Edinburgh,  Scot 
laud. 


Alexander  (Andy)  Stuart 
of  Edinburgh  in  writing 
about  Robert  Stuart  stated 
that  “his  father  (John 
Stewart)  was  the  School¬ 
master  at  Strathyre  and 
Callander  and  kept  the 
Register  ol  Births.  They 
were  in  his  father’s  hand¬ 
writing.  In  the  Register's 
Odice  at  Edinburgh. " 


Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  (A) 
Parish  Register  of  Balqu- 
hidder,  County  of  Perth, 
in  the  Register  1  louse, 
Edinburgh,  Scotland.  Sine 
Stuart  remembers  older 
members  of  the  family 
showing  her  piles  of  stone 
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DATE 


*7®  3 

May  8 


stua  nr 


LETT  ms 


El  ES’T 


David  Baptized  August  30,  i  7 «S 7 . 

James  Baptized  April  u,,  178.,  (Mar¬ 
ried  Jessie  McLaren,  who  died 
Jan.  1,  1879.  She  and  her  fam¬ 
ily  are  buried  in  Liberlon  Old 
Churchyard,  Edinburgh). 

Janet  Baptized  July  31,  171,1  (Died 
young). 

Alexander  Baptized  March  3,  171,3. 

Mary  Baptized  May  aj,  171,3  (Died 
young). 

Kathrine  Baptized  July  aa,  17137  (Married 

- Clark  and  lived  in 

Australia  and  had  Duncan  and 
seven  other  children). 


SOU /ICES 

whit h  mai ked  the  site  of 
the  croft. 

Rohei  t  Sinai  t's  l  hie  h:  Da- 
\  id  told  William  Baku  of 
Robert  .Sinai  t’s  nickname. 


l'ai  ish  Register 
«  > 

of  Bahpihidder. 


(A)  Robert  Stuart’s  Bible,  printed  in  1813,  and  owned  b)  Kli/alk  ili  Diiiismoor 
Clark,  of  St.  raid,  Minn. 


JOHN  SULLIVAN,  born  in  Bantrim, 
Cden  Lawrence,  near  Cork,  Ireland,  De¬ 
cember  a.p  1752,  married  MARY  PAL- 
MER,  born  in  West  Chester,  N.Y.,  Octo¬ 
ber  u.p  176*,  the  daughter  of  Captain 
JOHN  PALMER,  inarinei  and  his  second 
wife,  ELIZABE  1  II  ARTHUR,  in  the  Re¬ 
formed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  of  the 
Oily  of  New  York.  John  Sullivan,  an  Irish 
patriot,  had  fled  to  New  York  just  after  the 
Revolution,  and  his  first  job,  according 
to  family  tradition,  had  been  assisting  in 
throwing  up  fortifications  on  the  Battery. 
He  was  quite  prominent  in  New  York 
politics. 

JOHN  SULLIVAN  and  MARY  PALMER 
had  eight  children: 

Mary  (Maria)  Jones  Born  April  14,178.1 

and  named  for  her 


Milieu  Bible  (owned  by 
I  almage  family). 
Records  <>l  Collegiate 
Church,  New  York. City. 


Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  and 
copy  made  by  Elizabeth 
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STUART  LETTERS 


1 


l)A  EE 


K 

[> 


February  19 


'  7S5 

February  20 


EVENT 

maternal  great¬ 
grandmother,  Mary 
Jones  (Arthur). 

r.li/abeth  Born  I’eb.  t.j,  1788 

(Probably  died  in 
infancy). 


ELIZABETH  l'.MMA  Born  June  27,  i7ga. 


John  McCarthy  and 
Robert  t  Magee  (twins) 

I-. lien  (Nelly) 

(.) u i min  Milieu 
Jane  Theresa 


Born  Nov.  1,  1795. 

Born  February  1 , 

>708- 

Born  February  27, 
1801. 

Born  Novembei  (>, 
1803. 


(The  Stuart  children  were  always  told  that 
the  agreement  between  John  Sullivan  and 
his  wife  was  that  the  boys  should  be  edu¬ 
cated  as  Roman  Catholics  and  the  girls  as 
Protestants). 


ROBERT  STIJART,  third  son  of  James 
Stewart  and  Mary  Buchanan,  born  at  Cal¬ 
lander,  Perthshire,  Scotland. 


ROBERT  STUART  was  baptized  in  the 
Parish  of  Balcjuhidcler,  Scotland. 


"John  Stewart  and  Mary  Buchanan,  his 
wife,  in  Ruskachan  had  a  son  baptised  the 
noth  day  of  February  1785  named  Robert 
Stewart.” 


SOURCES 

Sullivan  Stuart  of  Maria 
Sullivan  s  e\t  rat  1  I  rout 
their  family  Bible  burnt 
in  fire  of  180  p 

Baptismal  record  of 
Church  of  St.  Peter,  B.u 
day  St.,  New  York.  Also 
Father  McIntyre  of 
Church  of  St.  Pi  ter,  Bar¬ 
clay  St.  New  York. 

St.  Peter’s  Church,  Bare  lay 
St.  for  baptismal  rcccml. 


Also  Records  of  Moiaviatl 
Seminal y,  Bethlehem,  Pa. 


Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  in 
his  own  handwriting. 

Parish  Register:  "1785 
February  20  John  Stewart 
and  Mary  Buchanan,  his 
wife  in  Ruskachan,  had  a 
child  baptised,  called 
Robert.” 

Register  House,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Scotia  nd  —  Ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  Records 
of  the  High  Session  of 
Balquhidder  at  Auchles- 
shire  this  25th  day  of 
Septr.  1802  by  Hugh  W. 
Laurin. 


ev*  r  *«'f  u'v '  /  i/t / 1  h  i  k'l  Aj.ii 


■  , 


i ,  „ 

'  h  M,{fT  -,;\I  )«.  f«.b  iJk>« 


(■"''">)  J/’jicI.  H 

8rt  , 


so  r  uus 


I  02  [ 

I)  I  I  E 

'7‘J1 2 3 

I  1 1  IK*  1*7 


1  cSO)J 

November  ab 


ST U A RT  LETTERS 

EVERT 

ELIZABETH  I  MM  A  SU1 . 1. IVAN,  second 
li\ ing  daughter  ot  John  Sullivan  aiul  Mary 
Palmer,  born  at  New  York. 

Baptized  in  St.  Peter’s  Roman  Catholic: 
Church,  New  York  City  "Elizabeth  Emma 
Sullivan,  born  June  a7,  1 7 ‘ of  John  Sulli¬ 
van  and  Mary,  Catholics.  The  sponsors 
were  Cornelius  I leeney  and  Emma  Miller." 
(Cornelius  I  leeney  was  a  Trustee  lor  many 
years  of  St.  Peter’s  Church,  and  afterwards 
at  the  Cathedral.  1  le  was  a  partner  of  John 
Jacob  Astor  in  the  fur  business  and  amassed 
a  considerable  fortune). 

(It)  Elizabeth  Stuart's  Bible,  printed  in  x H j 3, 
Cooper,  of  San  1*  1  anciseo,  Cal. 

Mary  “Maria”  Jones  Sullivan,  eldest  child 
of  John  Sullivan  and  Mary  Palmer,  mar¬ 
ried  to  Richard  VanWyck  Thorne  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  New  York,  N.Y. 
by  Rev.  Samuel  Miller.  l)r.  1  home  was 
born  December  ag,  1777.  lie  died  April  1  1, 
1871.  They  had  seven  children: 

(1)  Dr.  John  Sullivan  Thorne— 

Horn  April  tg,  1807. 

Married  Deborah  Rhinelander 
Underhill  December  1  a,  i8.|o. 

Died  September  1,  1880. 

Buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery, 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

(a)  William  Maynard  Thorne 
Born  1809. 

Died  May  1  a,  i8a7- 
Buried  in  Christ  Churchyard, 
Manhasset,  L.I. 

(3)  Richard  Eugene  Thorne 
Born  J  line  19,  1811. 

Mai riecl  Lydia  M.  Sill. 

Died  May  a.),  189a. 

Buried  in  Christ  Churchyard, 
Manhasset,  L.I. 


Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible  (B) 
Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 

U.  S.  Catholic  Historical 
Society  “Historical  Rec¬ 
ords  X;  St udirs’’  Vol.  1 ,  P. 
S9°* 

Baptismal  Register  of  St. 
Peter’s  Church,  New  York 
City. 


and  owned  by  Mrs.  Smart 

Marriage  Records  ol  l  iist 
Prc  si))  terian  (  Lure  h,  New 
York.  Death  from  Thorne 
Family  records  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  his  great  grandson, 
John  Talmagc,  and  Rec¬ 
ords  of  Christ  Church, 
Manhasse  t,  L.I. 
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STUART  LETTERS 


DATE 


1  807 
June  •{ 


1 807 


EVES’  T 

( l)  George  Arthur  Thorne 
Horn  January  21,  1 81  j. 

Died  July  2  1,  1887. 

Buried  in  Christ  Churchyard, 
Manhasset,  L.l. 

(5)  Billiard  Van  Wyi  k  Thorne,  Jr. 

Born  .September  1821. 

Married  (1)  Maria  Johnson 
Oil.  1 3,  18.19. 

(a)  Sarah  C.  '1  .  Dennis 
l;eli.  G,  1 8^3. 

(•5)  Cornelia  Floyd  Jones. 
Died  April  G,  1 875. 

Buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery, 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

(G)  Quintin  Maynard  Thorne 
Born  August  1 832. 

Married  Maria  d  ate  Hall 
Oct.  29,  1 877. 

Died  Dec  .  9,  1  879. 

Buried  in  Marble  Cemetery, 

New  York,  N.Y. 

(7)  Elizabeth  Mary  Thorne 
Born  Jan.  3,  1 8,j 2 . 

Married  Samuel  Erasmus  Haslett. 
Died  June  27,  1891 . 

Buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery, 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

JOHN  SULLIVAN  died  at  123  Front 
Street,  New  York.  Husband  of  Mary  Pal¬ 
mer  Sullivan  and  lather  ol  Elizabeth  Emma 
Stuart,  lie  was  born  December  29,  1752  in 
Bantrim,  Glen  Lawrence,  near  Cork,  Ire¬ 
land.  Buried,  according  to  family  tradi¬ 
tion,  under  the  high  altar  of  St.  Peter’s 
Church,  Ban  lay  Street,  New  York,  N.Y. 

JOHN  STEWART  “Ian  Mohr  na  Coille” 
or  “Big  John  of  the  Woods”,  father  of 
Robert  Stuart,  died  in  Scotland,  “sitting 
in  his  chair”.  He  had  been  baptized  June 
23,  175G  and  the  record  gives  his  home  as 
Guilt  in  the  Parish  of  Balquhidder,  Perth, 
Scotland. 


1025 


SO l 'EC VS 


Vital  Statistics,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 


Newspaper  notices  in 
“The  American  Citizen”, 
"Commerc ial  Advertiser”, 
"New  York  Gazette  and 
General  Advertiser”  and 
“People’s  Friend  and 
Daily  Advertiser.” 


In  format  ion  given  William 
Baker  by  “Old  Uncle 
David  Stuart,  and  Register 
of  Balquhidder  Parish,  in 
the  Register  House,  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Scotland. 
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DALE 

1 807 


1 8 1 

J»iy 


1814 

|  unc  1:7 


EVENT 

ROBERT  STUAR’I  lefl  Scotland,  and 
joined  his  unde,  David  Smart,  in  Canada, 
where  David  and  he  were  in  the  services 
of  the  Northwest  Fur  Company.  Robert 
Stuart  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in  Mont¬ 
real. 

ROBERT  STIJART  and  ELIZABETH 
l'.MMA  SUI.LIVAN  were  married  in  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  Cedar  Street,  New 
York,  N.Y.  by  Rev.  Samuel  Miller. 


MARY  ELIZABETH  S  I  UART,  first  child 
of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Stuart,  born  in 
New  York. 


SOUliCES 

“  I  he  Discovery  of  The 
( )regon  1  rail”  by  Philip 
Ashton  Rollins. 


Robe  1 1  St uai  1  's  Bible  and 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible 
g i \ e  this  date.  Dr.  M  illci ’s 
Mai  1  iage  Rec < >1  d,  now  at 
I  deologic  a  1  Sc  mi  11.1  ry, 
Princeton,  N.J.  gi\cs  date 
of  J ul)  an,  1813. 

Robe  1 1  Stuai  t's  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuai  t’sBible. 


1  8  1 5 
Match  2 1 


1  8  1  (i 
March  12 


1819 
May  1  \ 

June  27 


ROBERT  STUART  and  his  wife  were 
living  with  her  mother,  Mrs.  John  Sullivan, 
in  her  home,  Corner  of  Fulton  &  Nassau 
Sts.,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 


Letter  written  to  Ramsay 
(  hooks,  in  Bui  ton  1 1 istoi  i- 
t  a  1  ( iollec  t  ion,  Del  roil 
Public  Library. 


Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible 
gives  dale  as  March  (i. 
Both  Bibles  state  that  I  Li¬ 
vid  was  lioi  n  in  New  York, 
but  his  biographical  no¬ 
tices  and  the  records  of 
Phillips  Ac  ademy,  An¬ 
dover  and  ol  Amherst  Col¬ 
lege  state  that  he  was  born 
in  Brooklyn.  As  the  home 
of  his  grandmother,  Mrs. 
John  Sullivan,  was  in 
Bi ooklyn,  at  l  he  1 01  ncr  of 
Fulton  and  Nassau  Streets, 
it  seems  probable  that  Da¬ 
vid  Stuart  was  born  there, 
and  not  in  New  York  City. 

The  STUARTS  left  N.  York  for  Mkna.  Robert  Stuart's  Bible. 


DAVID  STUART,  second  child  of  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  Stuart,  born  in  Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 


The  STUARTS  "arrived  at  Mkna.” 


Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
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STUART  LETTERS 


DATE 
i  «Si>o 

Jul)  2  1 


l.siil 

May  .j 


EVENT 

K A  I  E  STIIAR  1',  third  child  of  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  Stuart,  horn  at  Michilimaci- 
nac,  Mil higan. 


I  I  TEN  SULLIVAN  •‘Nelly"  fifth  living 
child  ol  John  Sullivan  and  Mary  l’ahner, 
married  Acting  Lieut.  James  Sidney  Coxe, 
U.S.N.,  by  Rev.  11.  F.  Fell  us,  an  Episcopal 
clergyman  in  New  York  City.  l.t.  Coxe  was 
born  in  1'hiladclphia,  l*a.  April  i, 
lie  died  of  yellow  fever  on  IJ.S.S.  Entrr- 
Jni.sc  at  Charleston,  S.C.  on  June  30,  1 8i» if , 
and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  St.  Mich¬ 
ael’s  Church,  Charleston,  S.C.  They  had 
no  children. 

From  May  3,  1817  to  May  31,  1819,  Ll. 
Coxe  was  a  shipmate  of  John  McCarthy 
Sullivan,  elder  brother  of  Ellen  Sullivan. 
Lite  marriage  of  James  Sidney  Coxe  and 
Ellen  Sullivan  was  an  elopement,  and  the 
family  story  was  that  no  one  knew  of  it 
until  Mrs.  Coxe  read  of  her  husband’s 
death  and  fainted. This  elopement  of  Ellen 
Sullivan,  sister  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stu¬ 
art,  was  confused  with  the  marriage  of 


1  OA’7 


SOURCES 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible,  in 
his  own  handwriting,  and 
Baker  Bible,  owned  by  Dr. 
Looe  Baker,  in  which  the 
entry  is  in  the  handwrit¬ 
ing  of  William  C.  Baki  1 , 
who  wrote  that  July  2  1 , 
181*0  was  the  birthday  ol 
"my  belo\ ed  wile." 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible 
gives  the  date  as  Jul)  no, 
1820  but  inasnnu  h  as  her 
Bible  was  not  pi  inted  un¬ 
til  18 13,  the  eat  liet  cut  l  ies 
were  copied  from  Robert 
Stuart’s  Bible,  and  several 
errors  ol  transcription 
were  made.  Prcsb)lcrian 
Church  at  Morristown, 
N.J.  confirms  date  of  July 
21  from  its  Cemetery 
records. 

National  Archives,  Wash¬ 
ington  DC.  and  Naval 
Records,  U.S.  Navy  De¬ 
partment. 

South  Carolina  Historical 
Society. 

Records  of  St.  Michael’s 
Church,  Charleston,  S.C. 
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1 028 
DATE 


182a 

Man  li  (i 

1 8a  a 

I  Vet  mber 


1825 
August  1 0 


1825 


1 825 

( )ctober  8 


Si'll  A  lir  LETTERS 

EVERT 

Robert  and  Elizabeth  Stuart,  and  was  the 
source  of  many  tales  of  Robert  Stuart’s 
marriage  having  been  an  elopement. 
Granddaughters  ol  Robert  and  1  1  i/a  be  t  h 
Stuart,  who  had  often  heard  the  story  of 
the  Coxe  elopement  from  their  parents, 
were  very  indignant  at  the  confusion.  The 
Stuarts  did  not  elope  ami  their  marriage 
took  place  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
in  New  Voik  after  Robert  Smart's  return 
from  Astoria. 

JOHN  STUART,  fourth  child  of  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  Stuart,  born  at  Mithilimaci- 
nac,  Michigan. 

ROBERT  MAGEE  SULLIVAN,  M.D. 

10  “Magee”  one  of  the  twin  brothers  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Smart,  died  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  lie  en¬ 
tered  the  College  de  Montreal,  conducted 
by  the  Sulpician  Fathers  in  October  1807 
and  was  there  three  years.  lie  received  his 
degree  of  M.l).  from  the  College  of  Physi¬ 
cians  and  Surgeons  at  Columbia  University 
in  181G.  Mis  funeral  was  held  from  the 
house  of  his  mother,  corner  of  Fulton  and 
Nassau  Sts.,  Brooklyn,  and  he  was  buried 
under  the  old  sacristy  of  St.  James’  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  Me  was 
unmarried. 


Mrs.  Ferry  writes  to  her  sister,  Miss  Han¬ 
nah  White,  at  Ashfield,  Mass.  “I  commence 
this  letter  as  a  sort  of  long  journal  until 
Mr.  Stuart  goes  to  New  York.  Mrs.  Stuart 
left  for  that  city  hist  week,  both  designing 
to  spend  the  winter  there.” 

MARY  ELIZABETH  STUART  entered 
Moravian  Seminary  at  Bethlcham,  Pa., 
where  her  mother,  Elizabeth  Sullivan,  had 
been  a  student  in  1 80  j. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  "Bob”  fifth 
child  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Smart,  born 


Robert  Smart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuait's  Bible. 

Robot  1  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Columbia  l  Inivt  rsity 
College  ol  Physicians 
8.-  Surgeons. 

Records  of  College  de 
Montreal. 

"1  ..1  Star”  for  1  )ei .  1  a, 
182a  and  “Historical 
Records  8:  Studies,” 
l I.S.  Catholic  1 1  is.  Sot . 
Vol.  1 1 ,  P.  1 83. 

Elizabeth  Stuai  t’s  entry  in 
Smart  Bible  gives  date  as 
Dec.  to,  1823,  an  error  in 
copying. 

From  copy  of  letter  made 
by  Elizabeth  Baker  Turn¬ 
er  at  Ashfield  I  louse,  Ash¬ 
field,  Mass. 


Records  of  Morns  ian  Sem¬ 
inary. 


Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  says 
“At  N.Y." 
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I  c>2(J 


DATE 


l  og(i 
.Much  i 


EVERT 


at  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  Elizabeth  Stuart’s  moth¬ 
er,  Mrs.  John  Sullivan,  lived  in  Brooklyn 
at  corner  of  l'ulton  &  Nassau  Streets,  and 
it  is  probable  that  Robert  was  born  at  her 
house. 


JANE  THERESA  SULLIVAN,  seventh 
child  of  John  Sullivan  and  Mary  Palmer, 
sister  of  Eli/abelh  Sullivan  Stuart,  was  mar- 
rial  at  her  mother’s  house  at  corner  of 
l'ulton  and  Nassau  Streets,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
to  Dr.  John  llaslett,  U.S.N.,  by  Rev.  II.  LJ. 
Onderdonk,  Rector  of  St.  Ann’s  Church, 
Brooklyn.  Dr.  llaslett  was  born  in  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.C.,  on  December  .j,  1 7*JU-  He*  grad¬ 
uated  from  Harvard  College  in  1819  and 
from  the  Medical  School  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  in  i8aa.  lie  entered  the 
Navy  in  182a  as  Ac  ting  Surgeon,  and  rose 
to  be  Fleet  Surgeon.  In  18  jy  he  resigned 
from  the  Navy,  lie  practiced  medicine  in 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  where  his  home  was  at  the 
Southeast  corner  of  Joralemon  &  Clinton 
Streets.  Dr.  llaslett  was  President  of  the 
Brooklyn  City  Hospital.  He  died  in  Brook¬ 
lyn  September  28,  1878. 

They  had  six  children: 

John  1  IaslclL 

Born  December  25,  182b. 

Died  April  10,  1 888. 

Buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Brook¬ 
lyn,  N.Y. 

Mary  Sullivan  1  Iaslett 
Born  183  a. 

Died  Feb.  3,  181a. 

Buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Brook¬ 
lyn,  N.Y. 

Ellen  Sullivan  llaslett 
Born  183}. 

Died  August  3,  1908. 

Buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Brook¬ 
lyn,  N.Y. 


SOURCES 

Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible 
says  “Brooklyn”. 


Historical  Commission  of 
the  State  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina.  Arc  hi\  es  ol  t  larvarcl 
College.  Medical  Sc  hool  ol 
University  ol  Pennsyl- 
\ ania  Records. 

Records  of  Sl.  Ann’s 
Church, \  Brooklyn,  N.  V. 
for  marriage.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  .V  Library, 
Washington,  D.C.  for  Na¬ 
val  Record. 

Records  of  Gieenwoocl 
Cemetery,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
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i  H27 
April  7 

1827 
August  5 


EVENT 

Samuel  Erasmus  II.isk.it 
Horn  Jan.  1  1 ,  1 H •{(>. 

Mai  ricd  Elizabeth  Mary  Thorne. 

Died  Jan.  i(i,  1920. 

Buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Brook¬ 
lyn,  N.Y. 

Dr.  Audley  1  laslett 
Horn  May  2  1,  1 H  1 1 . 

Died  July  9,  1901. 

Buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Brook¬ 
lyn,  N.Y. 

Sullivan  1  laslett 
Born  Aug.  28,  1 8  13. 

Died  Jan.  .j,  1 887. 

Buried  in  Greenwood  Cemetery,  Brook¬ 
lyn,  N.Y. 

“E.  lCSTUAR  1  united  with  the  Church 
at  Maekina.” 

QUIN  TIN  MILLEN  SULLIVAN  "Quin” 
youngest  son  of  John  Sullivan  and  Mary 
l’almer,  brother  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan 
Stuart,  died  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.  Funeral 
from  Mrs.  Sullivan's  house,  corner  of  Ful¬ 
ton  &  Nassau  Sts.,  Brooklyn.  Buried  in  St. 
James  Roman  Catholic  Churchyard  in  the 
part  now  covered  by  the  vestry  of  the  old 
church,  Jay  Street  R:  Cathedral  Place, 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

He  was  named  for  Quintin  Milieu  of  Glas¬ 
gow,  who  had  come  to  this  country  before 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  whose  third 
wife  had  been  a  Miss  Arthur,  and  was 
known  as  “Aunt  Milieu”  by  the  Sullivan 
children. 

To  secure  a  Catholic  education  for  him, 
his  mother,  Mary  Palmer  Sullivan,  had 
taken  him  to  the  College  de  Montreal,  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Sulpician  Fathers,  which  he 
attended  from  1815  to  181b.  lie  entered 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at 
Columbia  University  in  1819  to  study  med¬ 
icine,  but  never  received  the  M.D.  degree. 
He  left  a  will  in  which  he  bequeathed  all 
his  property  to  his  sister,  Maria  J.  Thorne. 
He  was  unmarried. 


SOU  III  l-.S 


Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 

Kobei  t  Stuart’s  Bible. 
"N.Y.  1  \  citing  Post.” 

"  1  he  1  ong  Island  Patriot" 
of  August  9,  1  827. 

“  The  Long  Island  Star” 
of  August  *),  1 827. 

Meehan,  in  "Historical 
Records  and  Studies"  U.S. 
Catholic  Historical  Soci¬ 
ety,  Vol.  2,  P.  18-5  &  Ollice 
of  Catholic  Cemeteries, 
Diocese  of  Brooklyn. 
Records  of  College  de 
Montreal  College  of  Phy¬ 
sicians  &  Surgeons,  Co¬ 
lumbia  University. 

For  will:  King’s  County, 
N.Y.  Surrogate  Court. 
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DATE 

1828 
May  iS 

1828 

( )i  lobe  r  8 


1829 

January  17 


1829 

January  20 

1829 

April  12 

1  829 

Nos  ember  1  8 
ami 
1 8  go 
Spring 

1  890 
April  i.j 


1 8 ‘jo 

Third  Sabbath 
in  April 


EVERT 

MARION  STUART,  sixth  child  of  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  Stuart,  born  at  Michilimaci- 
nae,  Michigan. 

l)r.  Seide  l  writes  Robert  Stuart  that  MARY 
I  1.1/ABE  I  1 1  STUART  has  left  Moravian 
Seminary  to  go  to  her  aunt,  Mis.  1  home. 
Ramsay  ('.rooks,  on  behall  ol  Robert  Stu¬ 
art,  pays  her  quarterly  account  of  $().{. 02. 

ROm'.RT  STUART  “expressed  hope  in 
Christ”.  (Kntry  was  under  date  of  Jan.  17, 
1 8 ‘j  1  — “Two  years  ago  Robert  Stuart  ex¬ 
pressed  hope  in  Christ”). 


MARY  ELIZABETH  STUART  at  Mary 
I, yon’s  School  in  Buckland,  Mass. 

“ROBERT  STUART  joined  the  Chh.” 
at  Mackinac  under  Revd.  William  M. 
Terry. 

MARY  ELIZABETH  STUART  at  Mary 
Lyon’s  School  in  Buckland  and  DAVID 
STUART  at  Sanderson  Academy,  Ash- 
field,  Mass.,  boarding  with  a  number  of 
other  boys  in  Mr.  White’s  house  there. 

WILLIAM  MAYNARD  STUART,  sev¬ 
enth  child  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Stuart, 
born  in  Michilimacinac,  Michigan. 
(William  Maynard  Thorne,  eighteen  year 
old  son  of  Maria  Sullivan  Thorne,  and 
nephew  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart,  had 
died  May  12,  1827). 

Mrs.  Ferry  writes  to  her  sister,  Mary  A. 
White,  at  Miss  Mary  Lyon’s  Buckland 
School:  “Give  my  love  to  Mary  and  David 
Stuart.  I  went  last  evening  to  see  their  in¬ 
fant  brother.  Mrs.  Stuart  was  very  com¬ 
fortable,  and  in  fine  spirits.  Kate,  John, 
Bob  and  Marion  are  all  well,  and  all,  ex- 


SO  URGES 
Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible. 

Records  ol  Moravian  Sc  m- 
inary. 


Diary  of  M  iss  1  Ianna 
White,  sister  of  Mrs.  Wil¬ 
liam  Montague  Terry, 
whose  husband  was  Head 
of  the  Mission  to  the  In¬ 
dians  at  .Mackinac,  Copy 
made  by  Elizabeth  Baker 
Turner  at  Ashficld  House, 
Ashfield,  Mass. 

Archives  ol  Ml.  Holyoke 
College. 

Robert  Stuart's  Bible. 

Elizabeth  Stuart’s  letter  to 
her  c hildrcn  and  letter  of 
Mary  Elizabeth  Stuart  to 
her  father,  dated  March  1, 
1850  in  the  Archives  of 
Mt.  Holyoke  College. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible. 

Christ  Churchyard,  Man- 
hasset,  L.I.,  N.Y. 


Copy  of  letter  made  by 
Elizabeth  Baker  1  inner 
at  Ashfield  House,  Ash¬ 
field,  Mass. 
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HATE 


i  (S-;o 
Fall 

1  1 

January  (i 


1  1 

J  iiiic  1 2 


l  8  ‘}2 
April 

1  (832 

Spring 

1  832 

June  3 


February  2 1 


EVENT 

(cpt  Marion,  aitcnd  school.  1  suppose  Mr. 
Stuart  is  now  with  you.  The  presence  of 
such  a  man  is  very  much  needed  in 
Mackinac.” 

DAVID  STUART  entered  Phillips  Acad¬ 
emy,  Andover,  Mass. 

I. one  Baker  IV,  father  of  William  Baker, 
married  Mrs.  l’ctc i  Kean  (Sarah  Sabina 
Morris  Kean)  at  Ur.sino,  New  Jersey.  His 
first  wife.  Eli/a  Warded,  died  1821. 

Miss  Hannah  White  takes  KATE  S  H  JAR  T 
east  from  Mackinac  to  put  her  at  School 
with  Miss  Grant  at  Ipswich,  Mass. 

MARY  ELIZABETH  STUART  joined 
the  Church  at  Mackinac. 

DAVID  S  1  UAR  I  left  Phillips  Academy 
to  enter  Amherst  College.  Class  of  1837. 

CELIA  SI  UART,  eighth  child  of  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  Stuart,  born  in  Michilimaci- 
nac,  Michigan. 

it.  john  McCarthy  sui.eivan 

died  of  consumption  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
lie  was  the  second  of  the  twin  brothers 
of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart.  The  funeral 
was  from  the  house  of  Mrs.  Sullivan,  cor¬ 
ner  of  I’ niton  and  Nassau  Sts.,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.  He  was  buried  in  St.  James'  Roman 
Catholic  Churchyard,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

On  I’cb.  22,  1833  Commodore  Isaac  Chaun- 
cey  writes  from  the  U.S.  Navy  Yard,  New 
York,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy:  "It  be¬ 
comes  my  duty  to  inform  you  or  the  death 
of  Lieutenant  John  M.  Sullivan,  he  died 
yesterday  (the  21st  instant)  in  this  Village.” 
John  McCarthy  Sullivan  was  educated  at 
the  College  de  Montreal,  conducted  by  the 
Sulpician  Fathers,  entering  in  October 
1807  and  attending  for  three  years.  He  was 
warranted  Midshipman  March  1,  1813  and 
promoted  to  Lieutenant  January  13,  182",. 
lie  served  on  the  U.S.S.  Ontario  on  a  voy- 


SOUliCES 


Records  of  Phillips  Acad¬ 
emy. 

I  he  New  Jersey  Histori¬ 
cal  Soc  iety. 


Extract  from  diary  made 
by  Elizabeth  Baker  Turn- 
ei  at  Ashfield  1  louse,  .Ash- 
field,  Mass. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 

Records  of  Phillips  Acad¬ 
emy. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible. 


Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
"N.Y.  1  veiling  Post.” 
Ollier  of  Naval  Records  K: 
Library,  Navy  Dept., 
Washington,  D.C. 
Supervisor  of  Catholic 
Cemeteries,  Diocese  of 
Brooklyn. 


Records  of  the  College  de 
Montreal. 
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DATE 


Ju,u'  17 


No\  umber 


]  S:u 

JllllC.l 


»«:m 

July  .8 


1«34 

October  G 


EVENT 

age  from  New  York  to  the  l*ac  i fie  S:  North¬ 
west  coast  of  America  from  1817-1819.  Lt. 
James  Sidney  Coxe,  IJ.S.N.  was  his  ship¬ 
mate  on  this  voyage.  Their  friendship  ex¬ 
plains  Lt.  Cost's  acquaintance  and  later 
marriage  with  John  Sullivan’s  sister,  Ellen 
Sullivan. 

l  ie  was  unmarried.  He  left  a  will  in  which 
he  bequeathed  all  his  property  to  his  moth¬ 
er  for  her  life,  and  after  her  death  to  be 
divided  among  his  three  sisters,  Elizabeth 
Emma  Stuart,  Ellen  Coxe  and  Jane  T. 
I  Iaslett. 

Mrs.  Ferry  writes  to  her  sister,  Mary  A. 
White:  “1  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  Mr. 
Stuart's  letter  giving  an  account  of  his  visit 
to  New  England.  The  ‘Yankees’  have  risen 
in  his  estimation  several  degrees  by  this 
lour,  &  which  he  ‘enjoyed  very  much’, 
lie  wrote  of  the  polite  hospitality  he  met 
everywhere”. 

DAVID  STUART  a  student  at  Amherst 
College,  Amherst,  Mass. 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  stationed  at  Fort  Mackinac.  Michi¬ 
gan. 

UNCLE  (David  Stuart)  joined  the  Church 
at  Mackinac. 

ROBERT  STUART  in  Mackinac. 


MARY  ELIZABETH  STUART  married 
Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner,  U.S. A.,  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Fort  Mackinac,  Mic h.  Dr.  Turner 
was  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  Class 
of  182G  and  of  the  Harvard  Medical  School, 
Class  of  1830.  He  had  been  appointed  As¬ 
sistant  Surgeon,  U.S.  Army  July  23,  1833. 

The  STUARTS  “left  Mkna.  finally”. 


SOURCES 


Surrogate  Couil,  Kings 
Co.,  NA  . 


Copy  of  letter  made  by 
Elizabeth  Baker  I  tuner 
at  Ashfield,  House,  Ash 
field,  Mass. 


Records  of  Amherst 
College. 

Records  of  Surgeon  Gen¬ 
eral's  in  the  National 
Arc  hives. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 

American  Fur  Co.  papers 
in  N.Y.  Historical  Society 
L.B.G.  1-22-23.  Letter  ad¬ 
dressed  to  him  there. 

Robot t  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Records  of  I Iarvard 
College. 

Records  of  Harvard  Medi¬ 
cal  School. 

U.S.  War  Dept.  Adjutant 
General's  Office. 

Robert  Stuart's  Bible. 
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DATE 

1  *s;m 


1 835 

Mart  h  31 


‘  *\k> 
M.iy  5 

1  835 

May  15 

'  «35 


18.35 

August  3 


( )ctober 


18.35 

( Jctober  L*.| 


i8.35 

November 


1  835 

December 

1  836 

January 


STUART  LETTERS 


EVES’ T 

ROBERT  STUART  bought  land  in  De¬ 
troit  from  the  sub-division  of  the  Rivard 
1* arm,  “Lot  C"  on  the  South  side  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  Ave.,  which  would  be  now  ( *  * )  1 1 )  ()‘)1 
Jellerson  Ave.,  Last,  lie  built  a  brick  house 
in  which  he  lived,  and  in  which  his  widow 
lived  until  In  1  death  in  iStili. 

ROBKRT  S  I  HART  in  New  York. 


1  he  SI  UAR  IS  “left  N.  Y01  k  for  Detroit. 


SOURCES 

burton  Historical  Collec¬ 
tion,  Detroit  Public  Li¬ 
brary. 


Letter  to  William  Bicw- 
sler,  American  fur  Co. 
jrapers.  NA  .  I  lislorical  So- 
ciety  I  ,.1LC.  c>S  |  -^Sb. 

Robert  Stuai  t’s  Bible. 


S  LUARTS  arrived  in  Detroit. 


Robert  Stuai  t’s  Bible. 


DAVID  STUART  left  Amherst  College. 


M  ARION  STUA RT,  sixth  c liild  of  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  Stuart,  died  in  Detroit, 
Michigan.  "Our  precious  Marion  Died 
August  3rd,  1  S3 y  —  Monday  evening.’’ 
Buried  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit, 
Mich. 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  left  Fort  Mackinac,  Michigan. 

MARY  SULLIVAN  1  URNER,  daughter 
oi  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner,  U.S.A.  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  Stuart  born  at  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

When  MARY  SULLIVAN  TURNER  was 
a  month  old,  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner 
and  his  wife,  Mary  took  her  from  Detroit 
to  Brooklyn,  where  Dr.  Turner  left  the 
young  mother  and  baby  with  her  grand¬ 
mother,  Mary  I'almer  Sullivan,  at  her 
home  on  Fulton  Street,  while  he  went  to 
his  new  post  at  Castle  Pinckney,  N.C. 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  left  Castle  Pinckney,  N.C. 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  left  Castle  Pinckney,  N.C. 


Records  of  Amherst 
College. 

O 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuai  t’s  Bible. 
Records  ol  Elmwood  Cem¬ 
etery,  Detroit. 


Surgeon  Geneial’s  Office 
in  the  National  Art  hives. 

Robei  t  Si  uat  t’s  Bible. 


I)r.  Tut  tier’s  letter  of 
Jan.  7,  183(1. 


Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Art  hives. 
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1)  TEE 

EVENT 

SOURCES 

l  8g(i 

February  i 

DK.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida. 

Surgeon  General's  Ollice 
in  the  National  Archives. 

l  8g(j 

Man  h  i  S 

CI  LIA  STUART,  eighth  child  of  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  Stuart,  died  at  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

“Celia,  was  called  to  her  heavenly  rest,  on 
Friday  the  18th  March,  183(1.” 

Untied  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Rec  ords  of  Elmwood  Cem¬ 
etery,  Detroit. 

“Detroit  Free  I’ress” 

March  22,  183(1. 

i  <s:;r> 

Mai  i  li  23 

DR.  GEORGE  I-RANKI.IN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  Fort  Mason,  Florida. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Arc  lines. 

1 

Man  h  30 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  Fort  Wolcott,  Florida. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 

l8g(i 

April  20 

DR.  GI  ORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  Fort  Marion,  St.  Augustine, 
Florida. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 

1  8gfi 

April  25 

WILLIAM  MAYNARD  STUART,  sev¬ 
enth  child  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Stuart, 
died  at  Detroit,  Michigan.  “Her  (Celia 
Stuart’s)  dear  brother  JF  companion,  May¬ 
nard,  followed  her  on  Monday  the  25th 
April  183(1.”  His  body  was  moved  to  Elm¬ 
wood  Cemetery,  Detroit,  Mich.  June  23, 
'«ri5- 

Robert  Stu.11  t’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart's  Bible. 
Records  of  Elmwood  Cem¬ 
etery,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

1 83  6 

May  28 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  Fort  Wolcott,  Florida. 

Surgeon  General’s  Oflice 
in  the  National  Archives. 

1  8‘»() 

J  line  17 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  went  to  Washington,  I).C. 

Surgeon  General’s  Oflice 
in  the  National  Archives. 

1 8yj(> 

June  25 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Surgeon  General’s  Ollice 
in  the  National  Archives. 

1 8‘jG 

July  ip 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  Carey’s  Ferry,  Florida. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 

i8j() 

September  g 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  Fort  Ileileman,  Florida. 

Surgeon  General’s  Oflice 
in  the  National  Arc  hives. 

1 8‘{G 

September  28 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida. 

Surgeon  GencraLs  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 

1 8;$G 

DAVID  STUART  transferred  from  Am¬ 
herst  College  to  Oberlin  College,  Oberlin, 
Ohio  “on  account  of  his  belief  in  ami- 
slavery.” 

Records  of  Oberlin 
College. 
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STUART  TETTERS 

DATE 

EVERT 

1  837 

March  2 1 

MARY  SUI.I.IYAN  1  URN l.K,  daughter 
of  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner,  U.S.A. 
and  Mary  F.li/abeth  Stuart,  died  at  the 
Stuart’s  home  in  Detroit,  Michigan.  The 
record  in  Robert  Stuart’s  handwritiii" 

n  * 

reads:  "Our  precious  little  granddaughter, 
Mary  S.  Turner,  died  March  21,  1837." 
Buried  in  Fhmvood  Cemetery,  Dctorit, 
Mich. 

liS:i7 

March  30 
April  3 

DAVID  SJ  UART  at  Oberlin  College. 

>#:i7 

Spi  ing 

DAVID  STUART  loft  Oberlin  College. 
Did  not  graduate. 

»«37 

April 

DAVID  STUART  joined  the  Church  at 

J fetroit,  M ic higan. 

1  837 

May  23 

DR.  G FORGE  FRANKLIN  1  URN'FR, 
U.S.A.  at  Detroit,  Michigan  on  leave  ol 
absence. 

1  837 

June  2 

WILLIAM  MAYNARD  STUART  II, 
ninth  child  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Stuart, 
born  in  Detroit,  Michigan. 

1837 

August  1 2 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

1  837 

September  3 

I)R.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida. 

1838 

April  2 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  received  Special  Orders  to  report 
to  Fort  Ileileman,  Florida. 

1  838 

April  4 

ROBERT  STUART  TURNER,  "Bob” 
son  of  Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner,  U.S.A. 

Robert  Stuai  t’s  Bible. 
Elmwood  ( icmetei )  Plat  Jv 
the  Detroit  "Daily  Adver¬ 
tiser. "  1  lie  dates  in  Eli/a- 
lutli  Stuart's  Bible  of 
Mauli  24  and  on  the 
tombstone  ol  May  21,1  837 
.ire  errors. 

Faculty  M inutes  of  Ober- 
1  in  College. 

Oberlin  (College  Recortls. 

Robert  Sluai  t’s  Bible. 

Suigeon  General's  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 

As  the  Bible  of  Elizabeth 
Stuart  teas  published  in 
1 8 13,  the  entries  before 
that  dale  must  have  been 
copied  from  Robert’s  Bi¬ 
ble  and  the  date  given  for 
Maynard's  birth  is  Octo¬ 
ber  a.],  1835.  which  is  the 
date  of  the  birth  of  Mary 
Sullivan  Turner.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  ail  error  in 
transcribing. 

Surgeon  General's  ( Mfice 
in  the  National  Archives. 

Surgeon  General's  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
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STUART  TETTERS 


DA  TR 

EVES' T 

and  Mary  Elizabeth  Stuart,  born  at  St. 
Augustine,  Florida. 

I  le  became  a  physician, 
lie  married  Elizabeth  Emma  Baker,  his 
first  cousin  and  step-sister,  at  Madison,  N.J. 
Sept.  4,  1 8G5 — an  elopement. 

sou  nc:  es 

i  (S;>  8 

May  13 

KATE  STUART  joined  the  Church  at 
Detroit,  Mich. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 

18:58 

July  a(i 

1)R.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  received  Special  Orders  to  report 
to  Fort  Columbus,  N.Y. 

Surgeon  General’s  Olfice 
in  the  National  Archives. 

1 838 

August  10 

WILLIAM  MAYNARD  STUART  II, 
ninth  child  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Stuart, 
died  in  Detroit,  Michigan.  “Our  beloved 
Maynard  was  called  to  join  the  above 
precious  group  (Marion,  Celia,  William 
Maynard  and  the  granddaughter,  Mary 
Sullivan  Turner)  on  10  August  1838.”  His 
body  was  moved  to  Elmwood  Cemetery, 
Detroit,  Mich.  June  23,  1855. 

Robert  Stuait’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart's  Bible. 
Records  ol  F.Imwood  Cem¬ 
etery,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

1838 

October  1 

I)R.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  was  ordered  to  accompany  the  4th 
Artillery  to  Florida. 

Surgeon  General's  Ollice 
in  the  National  Archives. 

183c) 

February  17 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  Fort  Mellon,  Florida. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Ai c hives. 

» 8  3.9 

April  25 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  Carey’s  Ferry,  Florida. 

Surgeon  General’s  Ollice 
in  the  National  Archives. 

•839 

May  1  4 

I)R.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  on  temporary  duty  at  the  Army 
Hospital,  Picolata,  Florida. 

Surgeon  General’s  Olfice 
in  the  National  Archives. 

1839 

June  21 

JOHN  STUART  appointed  Acting  Mid¬ 
shipman,  U.S.N. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

•839 

June  2G 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  St.  Augustine,  Florida. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 

l839 

July  1 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  received  special  orders  to  return  to 
New  York  Harbor. 

Surgeon  General's  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 

»839 

August  1 2 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  reported  to  the  Surgeon  General 
from  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 
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DATE  EVENT 


1  iSy,<) 

(  )c  tuber 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  West  Point,  N.V. 

Surgeon  ( leneral’s  Offic  c 
in  the  National  Archives. 

( )c  tuber  i  o 

JOHN  S FUAR f  ordered  to  rcjrort  to 
Commodore  Downes,  Boston,  lot  ilutv  on 
board  U.S.S.  United  Suites,  which  was  as 
signed  to  the  Home  Squadron. 

Navy  Department  Office 
dI  Natal  Records  and 
I  ubrary. 

1 8.  jo 

J  anuary  i 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
ITS. A.  was  promoted  to  Surgeon,  with 
rank  of  Major. 

Office  Adjutant  General, 

U  S.  \\  .11  Dcjiai  imeni . 

l8  jo 

March  31 

JOHN  S  1  LIAR  F  detached  from  U.S.S. 
United  Slates  and  ordered  to  the  U.S.S. 
Potomac. 

Navy  Dept.  Office-  of  Na¬ 
tal  Records  and  Library. 

|8  JO 

A pi  il 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  left  West  Point,  N.V. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Aiihives. 

18  JO 

May 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  at  Fort  Smiling,  Iowa  (now  Min¬ 
nesota). 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 

18.  JO 

May  12 

JOHN  S  I  UAR  I  sailed  on  U.S.S.  Potomac 
for  a  cruise  to  the  coast  of  Bta/il. 

Navy  Dept.  C )llice  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

1  8.J  1 

March  30 

JOHN  STUART  warranted  IJ.S.N.  De¬ 
tached  from  U.S.S.  Potomac  and  ordered 
to  U.S.S.  Marion,  cruising  on  the  coast  of 
Brazil. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

1 84  1 

October  1 9 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  appointed  Mid 
shijunan,  U.S.N. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  ol  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

184  1 

December  22 

KATE  STUART  TURNER,  daughter  of 
l)r.  George  Franklin  Turner,  U.S.A.  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  Stuart,  born  at  Fort  Snell- 
ing,  M innesota. 

Robert  Stuai  t’s  Bible. 

1842 

February  9 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  ordered  to  Bos¬ 
ton  for  duty  on  the  U.S.S.  John  Adams. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
tal  Records  and  Library. 

1842 

March  8 

ROBER  1  SI  UAR  F,  JR.  sailed  on  U.S.S. 
John  Adams  for  Brazil. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
tal  Records  and  Library. 

1842 

June  16 

JOHN  SIUART  detached  from  U.S.S. 
Marion  and  granted  three  months  leave. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
tal  Records  and  Library. 

1  84  2 

J  line  23 

Thursday 

evening 

RATE  STUART  married  William  Chap¬ 
man  Baker,  at  Detroit,  Mich,  by  Rev. 
George  Duflield. 

“William  C.  Baker  (33)  of  New  Orleans, 
Miss  Kate  Stuart  (si)  of  Detroit. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Records  in  connection 
with  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Detroit,  by 
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STUA  II T  LETTERS 


DATE 


i  IS.  1 1> 

J unc  _'8 


1 8  [ 

Ol  tobeT  6 


.S|:> 

1  eln  nary  2 1 


1813 

April  i.j 


*8. 1 3 

April  20 

18 13 

J  nue 23 


>813 

August  2  j 

i«8.u 

January  27 


i8|  1 

May  22 


*8 11 

May  27 


l8ll 

May  29 


1 8 14 

August  29 


EVERT 

1).  F.  I. arueil,  K.  P.  Hastings.  §25.00” 
William  Baker  was  the  son  ot  Looc  Baker 
and  F  li/a  Wardell. 

JOHN  STUART  ordered  to  the  U.S.S. 
Constitution,  Home  Squadron,  employed 
in  the  West  Indies,  watching  for  pirates 
and  slavers. 

DAV1I)  STUART  married  Sarah  Benson, 
daughter  of  John  Benson,  at  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.  By  Rev.  Mr.  Dwight.  Rev.  W.  M. 
Dwight  was  the  Minister  of  die  First' Re¬ 
formed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  on  forale- 
mon  Street. 

JOHN  STUART  detached  from  the  U.S.S. 
Constitution,  at  his  own  request,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  Receiving  ship  Rurtli  Carolina 
at  New  York,  to  study  mathematics  under 
Prof.  Ward. 

MARY  STUART  BAKER,  daughter  of 
William  Chapman  Bakei  and  Rate  Stuart, 
horn  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  She  mar- 
lied  William  Newton  l.adue.  Sept.  19, 
18G7,  at  Morristown,  N.J. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  warranted 
IJ.S.N. 

ROBERT  STUART,  son  of  David  Stuart 
and  Sarah  Benson,  horn  at  Detroit,  Miclii- 
gan. 

JOHN  STUART  ordered  to  U.S.S.  Fal¬ 
mouth,  Home  Squadron. 

JOHN  STUART  detached  from  U.S.S. 
Eahnoutli  and  granted  three  months  leave. 

JOHN  STUART  ordered  to  U.S.S.  Michi¬ 
gan,  at  Eric,  Pa. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  returned  to  New 
York  on  U.S.S.  John  Adams  from  Brazil. 
ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  detached  from 
the  U.S.S.  John  Adams  and  given  three 
months  leave. 

JOHN  STUART  ordered  detached  from 
U.S.S.  Michigan  and  sent  to  Naval  School, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


SOURCES 

George  Dulfiekl.  “Detroit 
Advertiser”  of  June  27, 
1 8  j  2 . 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
tal  Records  and  Library. 

Robert  St  nan's  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Benson  Bible. 

"N.Y.  Evening  Post”  for 
October  10,  1832. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 


Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Statement  of  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  Kate  l.adue  Crombie, 
as  to  the  marriage. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

N-avy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 
Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 
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STUART  LETTERS 


DATE 

lS.ii 

.Sejm-mber  7 
1 8  11 

October  1  q 


18  15 

May  29 


>8i5 

July  2 

18 ‘15 
Jl,,y  5 

18 15 

July  i(i 


18.15 

October 

1 8-l  5 

Oc  tober 20 


18 15 

November  9 


18  15 

November  18 


18  15 

December  29 


EVENT 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  ordered  to  the 
U.S.  Receivin'*-  Ship  North  Carolina. 

ROBER  1  SllJARl,  JR.  detached  from 
the  U.S.  Receiving  Ship  North  Carolina 
and  ordered  to  the  I'.S.S.  Col.  Harney. 

MARION  STUART,  daughter  of.  David 
Stuart  and  Sarah  Henson,  born  at  Detroit, 
Michigan.  She  married  I.t.  Com.  (later 
Com.)  Edward  Terry,  U.S.N.  December  25, 
1867  at  Chi  ist  Church,  Detroit,- Michigan. 


JOHN  SIUARI  passed  Midshipman, 
U.S.N. 

JOHN  STUART  granted  three  months 
leave. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  detached  from 
the  L/.S.S.  Col.  Harney  and  given  three 
months  leave. 

ROBERT  STUART  left  Detroit  for 
Chicago. 

JOHN  S1UART  ordered  to  U. S’. .S’.  Dol¬ 
phin,  but  did  not  join  the  Dolphin,  as  she 
sailed  before  he  reached  Norfolk. 

ELIZABETH  EMMA  BAKER,  ‘  Bessie- 
daughter  of  William  Chapman  Baker  and 
Kate  Stuart,  born  at  New  Orleans,  Louisi¬ 
ana.  She  was  married  to  Robert  Stuart 
I  timer,  her  first  cousin  and  step-brother 
September  1865  by  Rev.  John  Newton 
Crane,  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Madi¬ 
son,  N.  J. 

JOHN  STUART  ordered  to  f/.S.S'.  Boxer, 
at  Boston.  The  Boxer  was  attached  to  the 
African  Squadron  from  t8.j(»  to  18  |8. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  reported  at  Bos¬ 
ton  for  duty  on  the  U.S.S.  Cumberland, 
which  vessel  sailed  for  Vera  Cru/  on  Eeb- 
ruary  3,  18. pi  as  flagship  of  the  Home 
Squadron. 


SOURCES 

Navy  1  )ept.  ( )lfn  e  of  Na¬ 
tal  Records  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
sal  Records  and  Library. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  for 
birth. 

Robert  Stuart's  Bible  for 
marriage.  Also  Marriage 
records  of  Way  tie  Co., 
Mich,  k  pension  records 
in  U.S.  National  Archives 
Washington,  D.C. 

Navy  Dept.  Ollier  of  Na¬ 
sal  Rec  onls  and  I  ,il>i  ary. 

Navy  Dept.  Ollice  of  Na¬ 
sal  Records  and  I  .ilnai y. 

Navy  Dept.  Ollice  of  Na¬ 
sal  Records  and  Library. 

Robert  t  Stuart's  Bible. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  for 
bit  th. 

Nancy  Jones’  Bible  for 
marriage. 


Navy  Dept.  Ollice  of  Na¬ 
sal  Records  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Ollice  of  Na¬ 
sal  Records  and  Library. 
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DATE 

1 8  ]() 
February 


i8.j() 

March  30 


18  j(j 
May  1  to 
September  if> 

1  8.|  r» 

September  i(i 
1  8  |() 

No\  ember  1 ;; 


18 17 

January  .] 


18.17 
Mari  li  2 


18.17 
J  tine  1 8 


1 8  17 

July  a 8 


1847 

August  10 

18.17 

September  28 


EVENT 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  sailed  on  U.S.S. 
Cumberland  for  Vera  Cruz.  The  Cumber¬ 
land  was  the  flagship  of  the  Home  Squad¬ 
ron,  Commodore  David  Connor. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  given  permis¬ 
sion  to  return  to  the  United  States  on  ac¬ 
count  of  health.  Passage  afforded  on  ihe 
U.S.S.  Mississippi. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  on  sick  leave. 
Address  “Lock port,  Illinois.” 


SOURCES 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Ret  01  ds  and  1  .i I >i  .1 1  y . 


Navy  Dept.  Office  ol  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 


ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  ordered  to  New 
York  Receiving  Ship  North  Carolina. 

ROBERT  S'lUART,  JR.  detached  from 
the  North  Carolina  and  attached  to  the 
U.S.S.  Ohio.  No  record  found  of  his  de¬ 
tachment  from  this  vessel. 

JOHN  STUART,  son  of  David  Stuart  and 
Sarah  Benson,  born  at  Detroit,  Mich,  lie 
married  Louise  Foote  October  12,  187(1,  in 
Morristown,  N.J. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  sailed  on  the 
U.S.S.  Ohio  from  Gosport  to  join  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Squadron,  arriving  oil  Vera  Cruz 
March  2,  1817. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  writes  from  Na¬ 
val  Hospital,  Pensacola,  Florida,  request¬ 
ing  permission  to  attend  the  Naval  Acad¬ 
emy  at  Annapolis. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  at  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.  awaiting  entrance  to  Naval  Academy, 
Annapolis. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  passed  Midship¬ 
man,  U.S.N. 

MARY  PALMER  SULLIVAN,  wife  of 
John  Sullivan  and  mother  of  Elizabeth 
Stuart,  died  at  her  house  at  the  corner  of 
Fulton  &  Nassau  Streets,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
Buried  in  the  Churchyard  of  St.  Luke’s 
Church,  Clinton  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  and  her 


Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Na\)  Dept.  Cilice  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 


Robert  Smart's  Bible  for 
birth  and  marriage. 
Statement  of  his  daughter, 
Marion  Stuart  Ferry. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 


Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 


Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 


Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Robert  Stuart's  Bible. 
Notice  in  N.Y.  “Commer¬ 
cial  Advertiser”. 

Records  of  Green-Wood 
Cemetery,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 
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STUA RT  LET  THUS 


DATE 


i‘s17 

Q(  tober  i  .j 


1 N 17 

November  2  j 


i8.j8 
May  io 


IcS.jS 
June  8 


1 8  i  S 

J«iy 

1 8  j  8 
July  2  1 


1 8  j  8 
August  3 


1 8  1 8 
August  | 


i  8.(8 
August  io 


1848 
August  t8 


El’ ENT 

body  moved  on  May  25,  1881)  to  the  John 
1  laslcll  lot  in  Given-Wood  Cemetery, 
Brooklyn,  N.V.  She  was  born  October  2  j, 
1 7G2. 

ROBERT  S  I  l -'ART,  JR.  reported  for  in¬ 
struction  at  Annapolis.  1  his  Naval  School 
was  opened  Oct.  to,  1 845,  but  the  first 
graduation  exercises  were  not  held  until 
June  185.1. 

SARAH  MORRIS  BAKER,  ‘Tanny”, 
daughter  of  William  Chapman  Baker  and 
Kate  Stuart,  born  at  Chicago,  Illinois. 

JOHN  STUART  ordered  detached  from 
LESS.  Boxer  and  granted  three  months 
leave. 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
IJ.S.A.  ordered  to  report  for  duty  at  New 
( Jrleans. 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
IJ.S.A.  left  Fort  Snelling,  Minnesota. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  detached  from 
instruction  at  Annapolis.  He  received  in¬ 
struction  there  prior  to  being  examined 
for  promotion.  In  the  Naval  Academy’s 
Graduate  Association  book,  he  is  listed  as 
the  155th  graduate  of  the  Academy. 

ROBERT  STUART,  Jr.  married  Ellen 
Eliza  Cairns  at  Roslyn,  Long  Island,  N.V. 
in  the  house  of  William  Cairns.  They  were 
married  in  his  bedroom,  for  Mr.  Cairns 
was  confined  to  his  room  with  gout. 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER’S 
orders  of  June  8,  18  [8  amended,  directing 
that  if  lie  had  not  passed  by  the  City  of 
St.  Louis,  to  report  for  duty  to  General 
Kearny  in  that  City. 

JOHN  STUART  reports  expiration  of 
leave  and  requests  extension,  due  to  seri¬ 
ous  indisposition. 

JOHN  STUART’S  leave  renewed  for 
three  months. 


Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 


Robert  Stuai  t’s  Bible. 


Navy  Di  pt.  Office  of  Na- 
\  al  Records  and  I  .ibrary. 

Surgeon  General’s  ( )(lice 
in  the  National  Archives. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 


Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuai  t’s  Bible. 
Virginia  Stuart  Mat kay- 
Smith’s  story  to  her  chil¬ 
dren. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 


Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 
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STUART  LETTERS 


DATE 
I  <S  |  S 

October  2<J 


November  12 


1 8  {8 

November  13 
1818 

November  20 


18.  j8 

November  27 


18.J8 

December 


December  12 


>8I9 

January  7 

>8.19 
April  1 


18  19 
June  G 


EVENT 

ROBERT  STUART  died  ;it  the  Sherman 
House  in  Chicago,  111.  (Congestion  of  the 
brain).  Elizabeth  Stuart  writes  in  his  Bible: 
“Our  head,  my  earthly  all,  was  suddenly 
called  to  his  heavenly  rest!  on  Sunday  2<j 
October,  1 8 1 8.  lie  ye  also  ready— What  1 
say  unto  you,  I  say  unto  all  Watch!!’’ 

ROBERT  STUART  buried  in  Elmwood 
Cemetery,  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  he  had 
bought  Lot  18,  Bloik  13,  Section  1,  New 
Cemetery,  in  March  183G.  1  he  inscription 
on  his  Monument  in  the  Stuart  Lot.  reads: 
“He  leaves  behind  him  the  incentive  of  a 
good  name  and  his  retord  is  on  high”. 

DR.  CEO  ROE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  assigned  to  duty  with  the  2nd  In¬ 
fantry  in  California. 

GEORGE  ERANIU.IN  TURNER,  JR. 
“Tommy”,  son  ol  Dr.  George  Franklin 
Turner,  U.S.A.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Stuart, 
born  at  Detroit,  Mich. 

JOHN  STUART’S  leave  renewed  for 
three  months. 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  started  for  California,  for  duty  with 
the  2nd  Infantry. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  reported  on 
board  U.S.S.  Michigan.  The  Michigan  was 
serving  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

JOHN  STUART  joined  the  church  at 
Detroit,  Mich. 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  arrived  at  San  Francisco,  Gal.  11  is 
family  did  not  accompany  him.  lie  was 
Medical  Director  and  Purveyor  at  the 
Presidio. 

VIRGINIA  STUART,  “Jennie”  daughter 
of  Robert  Stuart,  Jr.  and  Ellen  E.  Cairns, 
born  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania.  She  married 
Alexander  Mackay-Smith,  later  Bishop  of 
Pennsylvania,  October  5,  1881,  in  St. 
Thomas’  Church,  New  York  City. 


l(,18 


SOURCES 
Robert  Smart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible. 


Newspapers  and  records 
of  Elmwood  Cemetery, 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Surgeon  General's  Oliice 
in  the  National  Archives. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 


Na\y  Dept.  Olfice  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 


Navy  Dept.  Oliice  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 


Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  for 
birth. 

St.  Thomas’  Church,  New 
York,  N.Y.  and  Robert 
Stuart’s  Bible  lot  mar¬ 
riage. 


'  I  n  \  IJl  V  AkUT? 


iii  „ii;i 


-  >»fJ  fi  1  il>  I  -  /  IT  ( 

«  *«H  rii  «  >irw  nwjjr.  ill  •,>  -i  .  •*. 

/J  //  III.  . j r;  ■  1 1  1  ,i:  .  mi 

>'*  H  .  -  1;  «» 1.  r  mi  | 

‘*>  >4  *1  J  l«  Jo.|  f^un,| 

i‘  *«•  '  H  -  tt'i  .bn  1  11  .r%  ;  10^ 

fflivi  iniolihcO  k,J  in)*  A<UJ 


ATkU 

("«  '  **lo»:>(> 


p  lodfin/o/ 
T  1  ill  1*1  (  I 

sc  1 


SOU  lie  IS 


10.1 1 

STUART  LETTERS 

DATE 

EVERT 

i‘S.  ]<) 

August  8 

ELIZA  WARDF.I  L  BAKER  "Hoddy" 
daughter  of  William  Chapman  Baker  and 
Kate  Stuart,  born  at  Skancaleles,  N.Y. 

August  2 1 

ROBERT  S'FUART,  JR.  had  leave 
granted  him  for  one  week.  Leave  extended 
August  2.1  to  three  weeks. 

1  <Sr,t) 

January  29 

MAYNARD  STUART,  son  of  David 
Stuart  and  Sarah  Benson,  born  at  Brook¬ 
lyn,  N.Y. 

1  fy)<> 

April  | 

MAYNARD  S'FUART,  son  of  David 
Stuart  and  Sarah  Henson,  died  at  Brook¬ 
lyn,  N.Y.  of  convulsions,  lie  was  buried 
first  in  Green-Wood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn, 
and  his  body  later  transferred  to  the  Stuart 
lot  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit,  Midi. 

1  850 

May  15 

JOHN  S'FUART’  married  Lavinia  Eliza¬ 
beth  Field,  daughter  of  George  Field  and 
Frances  Almcda  Brooks,  at  Grace  Church, 
New  York  City,  by  Rt.  Rev.  Cicero  S. 
Hawks,  Bishop  of  Missouri. 

1  85° 

May  2 1 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  detached  to  the 
U.S.S.  Dale,  which  was  ordered  to  the 
African  Station. 

1  850 

June  i.j 

JOHN  STUART  ordered  to  the  U.S.S. 
Vixen,  as  Acting  Master. 

1 850 

July  2 

GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER,  JR. 
“T  ommy”,  son  of  Dr.  George  Franklin 
Furner,  U.S.A.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Stuai  t, 
died  at  Morristown,  N.J.  of  scarlet  fever. 
His  body  was  moved  to  the  Stuart  lot  in 
Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit,  on  November 
13-  i«5°- 

1  850 

July  12 

Friday 

ALEXANDER  S'FUART  and  his  son, 
ALEXANDER  S'FUART,  JR.  arrived  in 
Boston  on  the. S'. V.  Ilibnnia  (Cunard  Line) 
at  4:05  P.M. 

1  850 

August 

1)R.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  left  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

1 85° 

August  t 

JOHN  STUART  ordered  detached  from 
U.S.S.  Vixen  and  wait  orders. 

Robert  Stuart's  Bible. 


Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  and 
Records  ol  Elmwood  (ii'iu- 
eleiy,  Detroit,  Midi. 

Bureau  ol  Records  and 
Statistics  Dept,  of  1  lealth, 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.  Records  of 
Llimvood  Cemetery,  De¬ 
troit,  Midi. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuai  t'.s  Bible. 
Pension  File  for  J<dm 
Stuart,  National  Archives. 
“N.Y.  Commercial  Adver¬ 
tiser”  for  May  17,  1870. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
sal  Records  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Ollice  of  Na¬ 
sal  Records  and  Library. 

Robert  Sinai  t’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuai  t’s  Bible. 
Records  of  Llimvood  Cem¬ 
etery,  Detroit,  Midi. 


“The  Boston  Journal”  of 
J‘dy  13,  1870. 

Surgeon  General’s  Ollice 
in  the  National  Archives. 

Navy  Dept.  Ollice  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 
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DATE 

1 850 
August  7 

1  «:,o 

August  26 
1  850 

Oc  loiter  2 1 
1  850 

C  )clobcr  22 


1  850 

November  1 1 
1  850 

No\ ember  25 


)  8  r,o 

December  12 

1  85  1 

January  22 

1  ^5  1 

February  15 


ST II A  RT  LE  TTERS 

EVENT 

JOHN  STUART  ordered  to  U.S.S.  Michi¬ 
gan  cruising  on  the  (neat  Lakes. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  permitted  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  United  States  in  the  U.S.S. 
Yorktown. 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  arrived  in  N.Y. 

WILLIAM  CAIRNS  STUART  '•Will¬ 
son  of  Robert  Stuart,  Jr.  and  Ellen  E. 
Cairns,  born  at  his  grandmother  Stuart's 
house  in  Detroit.  He  married  Margaret 
Irwin  Hartwell  in  Boerne,  Kendall  Co., 
Texas,  January  4,  1879. 


DAVID  STUAR  T  elec  teal  prosecuting  at¬ 
torney  for  Wayne  County,  Michigan.  lie- 
had  been  appointed  to  this  olliee  in  18 pj. 

MARIA  JONES  THORNE  Died  (Aunt 
Maria),  sister  of  Elizabeth  Sullivan  Stuart. 
She  was  married  to  Dr.  Riehard  Van  Wyck 
Thorne.  She  is  buried  in  Christ  Church¬ 
yard,  Manhassel,  Long  Island,  N.Y. 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  received  special  orders  to  report  for 
duty  to  the  Commander  of  the  8th  Military 
Depainncnt  at  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

JOHN  STUART  ordered  detached  from 
U.S.S.  Michigan  and  wait  orders. 

SARAH  MORRIS  BAKER,  “Fanny”, 
daughter  of  William  Chapman  Baker  and 
Kate  Stuart,  died  at  Morristown,  N.J. 
Scalded  by  falling  into  a  laundry  tub  of 
boiling  water.  "On  15th  Feb.  1851— Our 
little  Household  idol,  Sarah  Morris  Baker 
(‘Fanny’). 

The  ocean  crossed 
To  join  the  throng 
And  swell  the  song 
Of  cherubs’  rapturous  strain.” 
Buried  in  Baker  vault  of  Presbyterian 
Church  Cemetery,  Morristown,  N.J. 


10  15 

SOU  HUES 

Navy  l)c  pt.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Re  cords  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Oliice  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library 

The  National  Archives, 
Wash.,  D.C. 

Robert  Stuart's  Bible,  in 
handwriting  of  Robert 
Stuai  t,  Jr.  for  birth  Robert 
Stuart’s  Bible  and  certifi¬ 
cate  of  Rev.  W.  R.  Rich¬ 
ardson,  Dean  of  Cathe¬ 
dral,  St.  Mark's,  San  An¬ 
tonio, Texas,  for  marriage. 

"Detroit  1  ice  Press"  ol 
November  11,1 870. 

Records  of  Christ  Church¬ 
yard,  Manhasset,  I..L,  and 
Thorne  Family  records  in 
possession  of  her  great- 
grandson,  John  Talmage. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
in  the  National  Archives. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible 
gives  ejate  as  Feb.  18,  1850, 
an  error  in  copying.  Let¬ 
ter  from  John  Stuart  and 
Cemetery  record  confirm 
date  of  Feb.  15,  1851. 

•  Records  of  Presbyterian 
Church,  Morristown,  N.J. 
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STUART  LETTERS 

DATE 

EVENT 

sou  hues 

1 8  rt  i 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNFR, 

Surgeon  General's  Office 

February  20 

IJ.S.A.  arrived  at  Sail  Antonio,  Texas. 

in  the  National  Archives. 

1  85 1 

DR.  CKORGF  FRANKLIN  TURNFR, 

Surgeon  General’s  Ollice 

March  l  | 

U.S.A.  received  Special  Orders  assiuniii" 

4  OO 

him  to  duty  with  the  and  Dragoons  at  Aus¬ 
tin,  Texas. 

in  the  National  Archives. 

l  85  1 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 

Siugcon  General’s  Office 

Man h  22 

U  S. A.  arrived  at  Austin,  Texas. 

in  the  National  Archives. 

1 8  5  * 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  ordered  to  the 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 

May  a  1 

U.S.S.  Michigan. 

tal  Records  and  Library. 

1  8  5  1 

SARAH  LAWRENCE  STUART,  "Sal- 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  for 

May  23 

lie"  daughter  of  David  Stuart  and  Sarah 

birth.  Information  as  to 

Benson,  born  in  Detroit,  Michigan.  She 

marriage  obtained  from 

married  Lieut.  Commander  (later  Rear- 

Mrs.  Stuart  Cooper,  their 

Admiral)  l’hilip  Ilenry  Cooper,  U.S.N. 

daughter-in-law'. 

October  3,  1871  al  the  Church  of  The 

( -hurt  h  of  1  he  Redeemer, 

Redeemer,  Morristown,  N.J. 

Morristown,  N.J. 

1  85  1 

JOHN  S  KUA R  E  olden  d  to  the  U.S.  Stoi  e 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 

July  14 

Ship  Lexington,  Pacific  Squadron,  as  Ait- 
ing  Master. 

val  Records  anti  Library. 

1851 

LOOK  BAKER,  son  of  William  Chapman 

Robert  Stuart's  Bible. 

July  a 9 

Baker  and  Kate  Stuart,  born  at  Morris¬ 

Statement  of  their  daugh¬ 

town,  N.J.  He  married  Elizabeth  Saunders 

ter,  Alice  Baker. 

May  j 8,  1887,  at  Natchez,  Miss. 

• 

1852 

JOHN  SI  UAR  1  sailed  on  U.S.S.  Lexinii- 

John  Stuai  t's  letter  of 

January  1 

ton  from  Valparaiso  lor  San  Francisco. 

February  3,  1851;. 

1852 

FRANCES  ELLA  STUART  "Fanny” 

Somerset  House,  London. 

February  1 

daughter  of  John  Stuart  and  Lavinia  Field, 
born  at  Fort  Richmond,  Staten  Island, 
New  York.  She  married  (1)  Francis  Wash¬ 
ington  Hurtt  April  12,  1877  at  St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s  Church,  Westminister,  and  (2) 
James  Howard  Bridge  June  4,  1889. 

1852 

JOHN  STUART,  on  U.S.S.  Lexington, 

John  Stuart’s  letters  of 

February  ag 

arrived  at  Sausalita,  near  San  Francisco, 

February  3  and  29  and 

Cal. 

March  18,  1852. 

1852 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 

March  8 

US. A.  left  Austin,  Texas. 

in  the  National  Archives. 

1852 

I)R.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 

March  1 1 

U.S.A.  arrived  at  Fort  Croghan,  Texas. 

in  the  National  Archives. 

l85* 

JOHN  SI  UAR  F,  on  U.S.S.  Lexington, 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 

April  8 

sailed  from  Sausalita,  Cal.  for  New  York. 

val  Records  and  Library. 
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STUART  LETTERS 


DATE 

i»f»2 

|  iiih-  i 
1  8r,  i> 

August  2(1 
1  852 

September  17 

1  852 

September  i«) 


1852 

September  22 
1852 

Latter  pat  t  of 
November  and 
early  December 

.852 

December  g 

1852 

Dec  ember  22 


l85.‘5 

January  (5 

«85:{ 

Man  li .( 


l85.‘{ 

April  8 


EVENT 

JOHN  STUART,  on  U.S.S.  Lexington, 
at  rived  at  Valparaiso. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  detached  from 
the  U.S.S.  Michigan  to  the  U.S.S.  l'owhutnn. 
JOHN  STUART,  on  U.S.S.  Lexington, 
arrived  at  New  York  Navy  Yard. 
ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  writes  from  the 
U.S.S.  I’owlnitun,  New  Yoik,  asking  per¬ 
mission  to  join  the  Mediterranean  Squad¬ 
ron  at  bis  own  expense,  on  account  of  i  1  is 
wife's  health,  site  having  been  ordered  on 
a  sea  voyage.  Permission  was  granted  on 
October  20,  1872. 

JOHN  STUART  ordered  detached  from 
U.S.S.  Lexington  and  wait  orders. 

1)R.  O KOROP  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  was  on  duty  at  San  Antonio,  Texas. 


DR.  GKORGK  FRANKLIN  TURNFR, 
U.S.A.  returned  to  Fort  Croghan,  Texas. 

ROBFRT  STUART,  JR.  reports  arrival 
at  Spezia,  Italy,  and  having  reported  to 
Commodore  Stringham  for  duty. 

JOHN  STUART  ordered  to  U.S.S.  Colum¬ 
bia,  as  Acting  Master. 

DAVID  STUART  elected  Representative 
from  1st  District  of  Michigan  in  the  U.S. 
Congress.  Served  one  term. 

ROBERT  STUART,  "Bob”  son  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Stuart,  Jr.  and  Ellen  E.  Cairns,  born 
at  Spezia,  Italy. 

He  married:  (1)  Eveline  Marks,  April  19,, 
1877  at  St.  Thomas’ 
Church,  New  York,  N.Y. 
She  died  Nov.  12,  1877. 

(2)  Emma  Carradine,  May 
27,  1885  at  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  Natchez, 
Miss. 


1  o  1 7 


SOU  IlC.  ES 

John  St uart’s  letters  of 
June  10th  and  i;ph,  18  ,2. 
Navy  Dept.  Office  ol  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 
Navy  Dept.  Olficc  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 
Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
sal  Records  and  Library. 


Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
National  Archives. 


Surgeon  General's  Ollic  e 
in  the  National  Archives. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
sal  Records  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 


Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  for 
birth. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  R: 
St.  Thomas’  Church  & 
“N.Y.  Tribune”  for  first 
marriage.  N.Y.  Coroner’s 
record  for  death  of  Eveline 
Marks  Stuart,  R:  "N.Y. 
Tribune.” 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  R: 
Natchez  Clerk  of  Circuit 
Court’s  records  for  second 
marriage. 
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STUART  LETTERS 

DATE 

1  ,v>53 

A|)i il  8 

EVENT 

ELIZABETH  EMMA  BILLINGS  TURN¬ 
ER,  “Bessie”  daughter  of  Dr.  George 
Franklin  Turner,  U.S.A.  and  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth  Stuart,  born  at  Toil  Croghan,  Texas. 
She  married  Dr.  Frederic  Alanson  buns- 
moor,  September  5,  187b  at  Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church,  Minneapolis,  Minn, 
—a  double  wedding,  with  that  of  her  first 
cousin  and  step  sister,  K  VTE  S'FUART 
BAKER,  who  married  William  E.  Burwcll. 

SOURCES 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  for 
birth. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible  for 
marriage  and  record  of 
1  1  i  /  a  be  t  h  1)  u  n sinoor 
Clark,  her  daughter. 

1  «53 

\pril  u) 

JOHN  STUART  detached  from  his  ship 
U.S.S.  Columbia,  and  granted  si(  k  leave— 
a  leave  presently  modified  because  of  his 
illness  (tuberculosis)  into  waiting  orders. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

>853 

May  a 3 

JOHN  S  TUAR  T  writes  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  that  his  present  address  is 
Detroit,  Mich. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

185:1 

July  26 

JOHN  STUART  writes  from  Detroit  re¬ 
porting  stale  of  health  is  such  as  renders 
him  unfit  for  service,  and  requests  exten¬ 
sion. 

Navy  Di  pt.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

“s53 

July  30 

JOHN  STUART’S  extension  of  leave- 
gran  ted. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

August  20 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  assigned  to  duty  at  Tort  Mason, 
Texas. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
of  the  National  Archives. 

>»53 

September  24 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKLIN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  arrived  at  Fort  Mason,  ’Texas. 

Surgeon  General’s  Office 
of  the  National  Archives. 

1^53 

September  26 

KATE  STUART  BAKER,  daughter  of 
William  Chapman  Baker  and  Kate  Stuart, 
born  at  Morristown,  N.J.  She  married  Wil¬ 
liam  E.  Burwell  September  5,  187b,  in  Min¬ 
neapolis,  Minn.,  a  double  wedding  with 
that  of  her  first  cousin  and  step-sister, 
ELIZABETH  EMMA  BILLINGS  TURN¬ 
ER,  who  married  Dr.  Frederick  Alanson 
Dunsmoor. 

Robef  t  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Records  of  Elizabeth 
Dunsmoor  (dark  and  Kate 
Burwell  Lowry,  their 
daughters. 

1 853 

October  4 

KATE  STUART  BAKER,  third  child  of 
Robert  and  Elizabeth  Stuart,  died  of  puer¬ 
peral  fever  in  Morristown,  N.J. 

“Our  sainted  Kate  ‘put  on  her  beautiful 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible. 
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STUA RT  LETTERS 


1()  [<) 


DAII-. 


( )ctobcr  i  8 


‘iSr>:; 

Oc  to  her  20 


l  Sr 

( )i  toher  27 


November  27 


EVENT 

attire.’  Washed  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
1  .amb." 

Ruried  in  the  Raker  vault,  graves ard  of 
the  Morristown  Presbyterian  Church. 

DAVID  STUART,  mule  of  Robeit  Stuart, 
“Old  Uncle”  to  all  of  Robert  Stuart’s  cliil- 
dren,  died  in  Kli/abeth  Stuart's  home  in 
Detroit.  He  was  the  son  of  Janies  Stewart, 
Gentleman  Private  in  the  Rlack  Watch, 
Loyalist  Captain,  and  of  Katharine  Stewart 
of  Cuilt,  Ralquihiddcr,  Perth,  S( otland. 
lie  was  born  Dec.  22,  17(17  ami  baptized 
December  it),  17(18.  He  came  to  Canada, 
where  lie  was  joined  by  his  nephew,  Robert 
Stuart,  in  1807.  lie  sailed  lor  Astoria  with 
him  on  the  I'uiitjuiu  in  1810.  David  Sinai  1 
was  the  leader  of  the  iirst  while  party  to 
travel  through  the  Okanogan  Valley  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest.  He  made  his  home  with 
Robert  and  Elizabeth  Stuail  in  Mackinac, 
and  in  Detroit,  and  aftei  the  death  ol 
Robert,  David  Stuail  continued  to  live 
with  his  nephew’s  widow,  Elizabeth  Stuart. 
"Tuesday,  Oct.  18th  1873 
Our  Uncle  David  Stuart  died. 

Rorn  in  Scotland  17C5.” 

Ruried  in  Elmwood  Cemetery, 

Detroit,  M  ic  higan. 

JOHN  STUART  warranted  as  Master, 
U.S.N.  from  date  ol  October  18,  .87;}. 

JOHN  STUART,  fourth  child  of  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  Stuart,  died  at  his  mother's 
home  in  Detroit,  Mich. 

“Tliurs,  Oct.  27th  1873 

Our  loved  John  was  peacefully  released 

from  all  suffering,  and  entered  his  heavenly 

rest.” 

Ruried  at  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit, 
Michigan. 

DR.  GEORGE  FRANKI.IN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  was  directed  to  report  to  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas,  to  serve  as  Medical  Direc¬ 
tor  and  Medical  Purveyor  of  the  Dept. 


SOU  It  CSS 


Ralquihiddcr  Parish  Rec¬ 
ords  in  Register  House, 
Edinburgh,  Sc  otland. 

i)  ’ 

Robert  St  nai  l's  Dial  y. 
Letter  written  by  William 
C.  Raker  to  his  nie  ce,  Vir¬ 
ginia  Siuait,  giving  in¬ 
formation  obtained  from 
“Old  Uncle”.  Records  of 
Elmwood  Cemetery,  Dc 
troit,  M ic  higan. 

Robert  Sinai  t’s  Rihle. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Rihle. 


Navy  Dept.  Olfice  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Robert  Stuart's  Rible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Rible. 
Records  ol  Elmwood  Cc  m- 
etery,  Detroit,  M  ic  h. 


Surgeon  General's  Ollice 
of  the:  National  \n  hive  s. 
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STUART  LETTERS 


DATE 

><*51 

January  8 

><*51 

April  2 a 


>«54 

August  3 


>  <*51 

( )t  tobcr  1 7 


>8.54 

October  17 


EVERT 

DR.  GEORGli  ER.ANKI.IN  TURNER, 
IJ.S.A.  arrived  at  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 

ROBERT  STIJAR  V,  sou  of  David  Stuart 
and  Sarah  Benson,  died  at  Detroit,  Michi 
g.m. 

"Saturday  <j  O’clock  I‘.M.  My  Sonny,  our 
precious  Robert  (GraudSon)  was  released 
irom  su II cling  and  bis  Spirit  gathered  with 
Saints  in  glory.  Else  laitli  is  vain.  Sweetly 
trusting  in  Christ  he  fell  asleep.  Aged  10 
years  &  1  o  months. ” 

Buried  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit, 
Mich. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  writes  from  on 
board  the  U.S.S.  Cumberland  at  Spe/ia, 
requesting  to  be  detached  and  granted  3 
months  leave  with  permission  to  return  to 
the  United  States  with  his  family;  or  upon 
the  U.S.S.  Cumberland's  leaving,  to  be  at¬ 
tached  to  another  ship  of  the  squadron. 

1)R.  GEORGE  FRANK  I, IN  TURNER, 
U.S.A.  died  of  yellow  fever  at  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas.  Born  Apt  il  ea,  1  Hull  or  1 807, 
at  Boston,  Mass. 

“  Tuesday,  One  O'Clock  AM.  Dr.  George 
E.  Turner  Slept  in  Jesus.  '1  hey  that  sleep 
in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with  Him  when 
1  Ie  comes.’  ” 

Buried  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit, 
Michigan. 


KATE  STUART  TURNER,  daughter  of 
Dr.  George  Franklin  'Turner,  U.S.A.  and 


SOURCES 

Surgeon  General’s  Ollice 
of  the  National  Archives 

Robei  t  St uai  t’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Sluai  t’s  Bible. 
Recoids  ol  Elmwood  Gem 
elci  y,  Detroit,  M  it  higan. 


Navy  Dept.  Ollice  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 


Robert  Sluai  t’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  St  uai  t’s  Bible. 
Dr.  'Em  tier's  birth  lecord 
is  1 80b  1 1  om  Nani y  Jones’ 
Bible,  owned  by  his  grand¬ 
daughter  ,  Elizabeth  Duus- 
moor  ( il  a  1  k.  1  he  date  on 
his  tombstone  is  1807,  and 
on  the  list  ol  I  larvard  Col¬ 
lege  graduates  il  is  given 
as  April  ee>,  1807.  On  the 
list  of  graduates  of  the 
!  larvard  Medical  Sc  Itool, 
it  is  also  given  as  April  ea, 
1807,  so  that  the  date  i8o(i 
is  evidently  an  error.  Rec¬ 
ords  of  Elmwood  Ceme¬ 
tery,  Detroit  Michigan,  for 
death. 

National  Archives,  for 
death. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible. 
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Dm: 


»8r,  | 

f)t  c  ember  | 


i«r»r» 

M;iy  i) 


1  «V> 

SU'r‘U>l  7 


September  i  j 

'  lS55 

Sep let  n  her  1 5 

i«r»5 

November  1 1) 

iSr,(i 
Man  h  it  i 


i  iSr}() 
April  1 8 


l  85  (i 
Au»  mt  1 7 


EVENT 

Mary  Elizabeth  Stuart,  died  <>i  yellow  fever 
at  Corpus  Christi,  Texas. 

“At  the  same  plate  anti  day  12  O’clock. 
P.M.  our  precious  Kitty  billowed  her 
sainted  father.” 

Buried  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit, 
M  ichigan. 

l.OOi:  BA  K  1R,  father  of  William  Chap¬ 
man  Baker,  died  at  nj  Bond  Street,  New 
York  City,  aged  7  ]  years. 

Buried  in  Baker  Vault  of  Presbyterian 
Churth,  Morristown,  N.J. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  detached  from 
U.S.S.  Citntbei land  at  Genoa  and  granted 
leave. 

ROBER  r  STUART,  JR.  wtites  from  De¬ 
troit,  reporting  expiration  of  lease  and 
requesting  extension.  Leave  of  one  month 
granted. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  appointed  Mas¬ 
ter,  IJ.S.N. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  appointed  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  IJ.S.N. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  ordered  to  Bos¬ 
ton  Navy  Yard. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  detached  from 
Boston  Navy  Yard  to  await  orders. 

MARY  ELIZABETH  STUART  TURN¬ 
ER  (widow  ol  l)r.  George  franklin  Turner, 
U.S.A.)  married  in  Detroit,  Mich.  William 
C  diapman  Baker  (widowed  husband  of  Kate 
Stuart)  b)  Rev.  Dr.  Dullield. 

“Mr.  William  C.  Baker  (17)  Morristown, 
N.J. 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Turner  (|t>)  Detroit. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Stuart,  Maria  Rockwell  $10.” 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  ordered  to  the 
IJ.S.  Store  Ship  Relief,  and  upon  her  ar¬ 
rival  in  Brazil,  to  the  U.S.S.  Bainbtidge. 


1  tit)  1 


sounci  s 

Records  ol  I  Jmwood  Cem¬ 
etery,  Detroit,  M  it  h. 


N.Y.  II  isiorii  al  Society 
Records  of  Pi esbyterian 
Church,  Motristown  N.J 


Navy  Dept.  Other  ol  Na¬ 
val  Rei otds  and  l  .ibrat  y. 

Navy  Dept.  Ollier  ol  Na¬ 
val  Ret  on  Is  and  1  .ilnat  v . 

J 


Navy  Dept.  Olliie  ol  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Ollier  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  1  .ibrat  y. 

Navy  Dept.  Ollice  ol  Na¬ 
val  Ret ords  and  Library. 

Nav  y  1  )ept .  ( )llice  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Robci  1  Stuart’s  Bible. 

1 1  i/abet  h  St  ti  n  t  \s  Bible. 
Records  in  connection 
with  first  Presbyterian 
( '.hurt  It.  1  fetroit ,  M  it  h.  by 
George  Dullield. 

Detroit  uevvspapei  notices. 


Navy  Dept.  Ollice  til  Na¬ 
val  Recortls  and  Library. 
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1857 

J:i unary  23 
1857 

February  5 


1 857 

Mm buy 


1857 
April  iG 

1858 

January  15 


1 859 

Wednesday 
March  2 1 


STUA RT  LETTERS 

EVENT 

ROBERT  STM  ART,  JR.  sailed  from  New 
York  on  U.S.S.  Relief  for  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
Brazil. 

ROBERT STUAR  1  ,  JR.  relumed  to  New 
York  on  the  U.S.S.  Relief  from  South 
America. 

ROBERT  STUAR  E.  JR.wiitcs  fioin  Ros- 
lyn,  N.Y.  staling  that  upon  arrival  of 
U.S.S.  Relief  at  Rio  de  Janeiio,  the  U.S.S. 
Haiti  bridge  had  sailed  for  the  United  States. 
Requests  to  be  informed  if  he  is  to  con¬ 
sider  himself  still  attached  to  the  U.S.S. 
Relief.  Detached,  from  date  of  arrival,  and 
wait  orders. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  ordered  to 
U.S.S.  Dale  at  Norfolk,  Va.  1  he  U.S.S.  Dale 
was  ordered  to  the  African  Squadron. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  resigned  from 
the  U  S.  Navy 

WILLIAM  CHAPMAN  BARER,  JR. 
“Willie”  son  of  William  Chapman  Baker 
by  his  second  marriage  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
Turner,  born  at  Morristown,  N.J.  lie  mar¬ 
ried  Erederika  Mathilde  Schneider  Novem¬ 
ber  17,  1877  at  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

ELIZABETH  STUART,  having  rented 
her  house  in  Detroit,  "left  Detroit”. 


>859 

Ei  iday 
April  1 

1859 

May  9 


I  860 
Summer 

1 86 1 

Junes 


ELIZABETH  STUART  “arrived  in  Mor¬ 
ristown”  for  a  visit  before  going  to  Brook¬ 
lyn. 

LEFFERTS  B  REVO  OR' T  STUART 
“Leffie”  son  of  David  Stuart  and  Sarah 
Benson,  born  at  Chicago,  Ill. 

Elizabeth  Stuart  returned  to  Detroit  from 
Morristown,  N.J. 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.,  his  wife  and 
her  mother,  Mrs.  William  Cairns,  and  two 
friends  from  Roslyn,  L.I.,  Mrs.  Moulton 
and  her  adopted  son,  Dr.  Ordronoux, 
sailed  from  New  York  for  England. 


SOURCES 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
sal  Reiords  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Oilice  ol  Na¬ 
sal  Reiords  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Oilice  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 


Navy  Dept.  Oilice  ol  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Navy  Dept.  Office  of  Na¬ 
val  Records  and  Library. 

Robert  Smart’s  Bible  for 
bii  tli. 

Robot  Stuart’s  Bible  for 
marriage  and  statement  of 
their  son.  Dr.  I  .ooe  Baker. 

Robei  l  Stum  t's  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  letters 
of  February  23,  March  9, 
1 H59. 

Robert  Sinai  t's  Bible. 


Robert  Smart’s  Bible. 


Robert  Smart's  Bible. 

Robert  Smart's  letter  of 
June  2G,  18G1. 
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STUA RT  LETTERS 


DATE 

1  (St)  1 

June  lG 

EVENT 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.,  and  his  wife 
and  mother-in-law  and  her  friends  arrived 
in  Liverpool,  England. 

1  iSf)  1 

July  2  2 

1  )A  VID  ST  IT  ART  commissioned  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Colonel  j 0 1  id  Illinois  Infantry,  at  Chi¬ 

cago. 

iiSfii 

September  20 

DAVID  STUART,  with  42nd  Illinois  In¬ 
fantry,  left  Camp  Douglas,  near  Chicago, 
lor  Missouri. 

1  cSti  1 
( )c  tola  r 

ROBI  RT  STUART  and  his  wife  returned 
from  Europe. 

1  S(i  1 

( )i  tober  j  1 

DAVID  S  TUART  commissioned  Colonel 
r,r,th  Illinois  Infantry,  stationed  at  Benton 
Barrac  ks,  Missouri. 

1  tSl)  1 

Dec  ember  1 

ELIZA  WARDEI.L  BAKER  joined  the 
Church  in  Morristown,  N.J. 

|8(>2 

April  i)  8:  7 

DAVID  STUART,  as  Colonel  in  the  r,r,th 
Illinois  Infantry,  commanded  the  2nd  Bri¬ 
gade  of  Sherman’s  Division  at  the  Baltic 
of  Shiloh,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the 
shoulder,  but  refused  to  leave  the  field. 

18G2 

August  15 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  enrolled  in  U.S. 
Army  as  a  private,  Company  K,  2nd  New 
York  Cavalry,  to  serve  for  3  years. 

1  S()2 

November  28 

DAVID  SI  UART,  when  Brig.  Gen. Mor¬ 
gan  L.  Smith  was  wounded,  took  command 
of  the  2nd  Division  of  the  13th  Corps. 

1  S()2 

November  2(j 

DAVID  STUART,  having  been  frecjuently 
mentioned  for  gallantry  in  action,  was 
nominated  Brig.  General,  U.S.  Volnnteets. 

18G2 

December  1 

ROBERT  SIUART,  JR.  promoted  to 
First  Sergeant. 

so  v  net s 

Robert  Stuart’s  letter  ol 
J  U  IK  2(>,  1  Sti  1 . 

National  Art  hives,  Rec 
ords  of  Wai  Department. 

National  Archives,  Rec¬ 
ords  of  War  Department. 


Robei t  St uai  t’s  Bible. 

“Ollicial  Records  ol  the 
War  of  the  Rehellion  ol 
the  Union  !v  Conlcderate 
Armies,”  Series  1,  Vol.  X, 
l'arl  i,  Page  i >rj. 

R.  B.  Ross:  "The  lsarly 
Bene  it  Jv  Bar  of  Detroit.” 

War  Dept.  Adjutant  Gen¬ 
eral's  (  )ITk e. 

Slate  of  N.Y.  Division  of 
Military  &  Naval  Allairs, 
Albany,  N.Y. 

“Ollicial  Records  ol  the 
Wai  of  the  Rebellion  of 
The  Union  and  Confed¬ 
erate  Annies,”  Series  1, 
Vol.  XVJI,  Part  J,  Page 
(107 . 


War  Depai tinent,  Adjut¬ 
ant  General’s  Oliice. 
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.S' T U A  RT  LETT EllS 

I)A  TE 

I 

February 

EVENT 

ROBERT  STUART.  JR.  honorably  dis 
c barbed  as  1st  Sergeant  to  accept  promo¬ 
tion  to  and  Lieutenant  of  Company  E, 
and  New  Y01  k  Cavalry. 

SOURCES 

Wat  Dept,  \djutaut  ( .i  n- 
end's  Olfice. 

1 80 ‘{ 

April  ^ 

DAVID  STUART  resigned  1 1  is  coinmis 
sion  as  Colonel  U.S.  Volunteers. 

1  ^0.') 

A|)li‘l  i 

DAVID  STUART  was  reli.  veil  of  bis  divi¬ 
sional  command  as  Brig.  Gen.  U.S.  Volun¬ 
teers  as  the  U.S.  Senate  bad  refused  to  con¬ 
firm  his  appointment  before  adjourning 
on  March  11,1 863. 

“Oilicial  Records  «>l  the 
War  ol  the  Rebellion  of 
the  Union  .V  Confederate 
Armies,”  Series  i,  Vol. 
XXIV,  Ran  III,  Rage  171. 

l  8(>;{ 

May  i»(j 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.'S  regiment  or¬ 
dered  from  Yorktown. 

Letter  front  Robert  Sin¬ 
ai  t,  Jr.  to  his  wife. 

1 86:j 

ROBERT  STUART  TURN F. R  graduated 
from  the  Berkshire  Medical  College,  Ritts- 
ficld,  Mass. 

R eco rd s  of  A  m er i c a  n 
Medical  Association  k: 
History  ol  Reading  Hos¬ 
pital. 

1 8fi;) 

July  io 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.  commended  for 
gallantry  in  an  engagement  the  previous 
day  at  Brandy  Station,  Va. 

“Oilicial  Records  of  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion  of 
the  Union  X:  Confederate 
Armies,”  Scties  1,  Vol. 
XXVII,  Ran  I,  Rages  <|i)li, 

1  80;) 

July  31 

ROBERT  STUART,  JR.,  fifth  child  of 
Robert  and  Elizabeth  Stuart,  drowned  in 
Cedar  Creek,  Wat  teuton,  Va.,  while  ai  ling 
as  Olficer-of  the  Day,  und  Cavalry  Brigade 
of  General  Gregg’s  Division.  “My  beloved! 
lamented  loved  Son,  in  midst  of  life  K; 
health,  was  called  through  the  deep  cold 
waters  of  Warrenton  River,  Virginia,  to 
stand  before  God.”  Buried  in  Elmwood 
Cemetery,  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible 
gives  dale  as  July  30,  but 
letter  from  David  Stuart 
and  gravestone  agree  as  to 

1 l*l)  3 1 . 

War  Dept.  Adjutant  ( Gen¬ 
eral's  Office  and  newspa¬ 
per  1  lippings. 

* 

1 80  5 

February  1 

LEFFERTS  BREVOORT  STUART,  son 
of  David  Stuart  and  Sarah  Benson,  died  in 
Chicago,  Ill.,  of  pneumonia.  “I. elite,  my 
angel  boy,  was  taken  to  his  heavenly 
home.”  Funeral  held  at  Stuart  home  in 
Chicago,  3(13  Superior  Street.  Buried  in 
Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Records  of  Elmwood  Cem¬ 
etery,  Detroit. 

‘  Lite  Chicago  Tribune” 
Feb.  3,  1 8(15. 
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STUA  RT  LET  TERS 


UT)5 


DA  77.' 
l  Mr, 

Septc  mber  .j 


1  8(i(» 

September  •_•(> 
Wednesday 


lNfhS 

April  1 1 


1 8(>(S 
Ni^lit  of 
September  i  i 
to  i  •> 


*873 
June  G 


EVENT 

ROBERT  STUART  TURNER,  son  of 
Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner,  IJ.S.A.  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  (Turner)  baker,  married 
Elizabeth  Emma  Baker,  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Chapman  Baker  and  Kate  Stuart,  his 
first  cousin  and  stepsister,  at  Madison,  N.J. 
—an  elopement.  Dr.  Turner  and  his  wife 
moved  to  Reading,  Pa.  where  he  was  a 
physic  ian  on  the  StalF  of  the  Dispensary  of 
the  Reading  Hospital  in  18.G8,  “its  earliest 
clay  s.” 

ELIZABETH  EMMA  SUL.  LI  VAN 
STUART  (widow  of  Robert  Stuart)  died 
in  Detroit,  Mich,  of  “disease  of  the  heart”. 
David  Stuart  wrote  in  Robert  Stuart’s 
Bible:  "My  beloved  moihei  went,  as  we 
hope  Is:  believe,  to  her  test  Sept.  2f>,  18GG. 
Last  but  one.”  Funeral  at  the  family  resi¬ 
dence,  396  JefTerson  Avenue,  on  Monday 
afternoon,  October  1st,  at  3  o’clock.  (David 
Stuart  came  from  New  Orleans  for  this 
service.)  Buried  in  Elmwood  Cemetery, 
Detroit,  Mich. 

JANE  SULLIVAN  H  ASLET  E,  sister  of 
Elizabeth  Stuart  and  wife  of  Dr.  John  Has- 
lett  of  Charleston,  S.C.  died  of  "congestion 
of  the  lungs.”  Buried  in  Green-Wood 
Cemetery,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

DAVID  STUART,  second  child  of  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  Stuart,  died  in  Detroit, 
Michigan,  at  39G  Jefferson  Avenue,  his 
mother’s  former  home,  which  he  had  in¬ 
herited. 

Buried  in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit, 
Mich. 


ALEXANDER  STUA  RT,  brother  of 
Robert  Stuart,  died.  He  married  Mary 
Simpson  (born  1790,  died  Sept.  r„  i8jg)  in 
181G.  He  and  his  family  are  buried  in  the 
Grange  Cemetery,  Edinburgh. 


SOU  RCA. S 
Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Elizabeth  Baker  I  urnei  s 
slot  y  told  to  I  b  leu  Stuart 
Marlatt  and  Kate  Bui  well 
1  .owry. 

History  of  Reading  Hos¬ 
pital,  Reading  Public 
I  .ibrury. 

News  p  a pe 1  e  1  i p p i ng 
owned  by  Mrs.  Homer  P. 
Clark. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Local  Newspapers. 
“Detroit  f  1  ee  Press.” 
Records  ol  Elmwood 
Cemetery. 


Records  of  C teen -Wood 
Cemetery,  Brooklui,  N.Y. 
“N.Y.  Evening  Post." 

Vital  Slat  ist  ic  s, 

Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

Robei  t  Stuart’s  Bible:. 
Elizabeth  Stuart’s  Bible 
and  records  ol  Elmwood 
Cemetery,  Detroit,  Mich, 
give  dale  of  September  12. 
Probate  Court,  Wayne 
Co.,  M  ic  h.  gi\  es  date  Se  p t - 
tember  1 1  tli. 

"Detroit  f  ree  Press.” 

Records  of  Grange  Ceme¬ 
tery,  Edinburgh. 


/  n\  jo 


.u  -A  . .  >i  * 


V'AHTA 

;  no,  ,  1/  -I  1  J  /  i  I  »  liio: 

>  '  i  r.t  i  .  ■ 

/. :/.  1/  i  ir  r  18/  \  i  i 

.ri«l4  ,lknj  »n 

Jo  irilrrir  .  '  I  1  1//  II  M/  7I.U  l  M/\ 

!  1  i  In',  i<l  It  «,iv/  '  n  '  I  '  uv  I 
i  J*»  bob  i  :  >  i  » itnl 

'if/  Jr  ..  u>/»  “  '  til  rl  V 

,»»»«  i'  i  j i  '  [_  ,«  ■  !/bi  1/ 

U  I  i  II  ‘  lit  i  >/.  i  lioX 


<»  i  *<1111  tiq<j2 


I  I  I  (.fill  JJlj  Jr' 


sou  iter  s 


105O 


.S'  TU A  RT  LETTERS 


DATE 

1870 

Non  ember  1  j 


1  878 

Eebi  nary  2 1 


1  878 
Jiinej 


1881 

September  23 


1 885 

December  29 


1  887 
August  2G 


l893 

January  18 


EVENT 

ELLEN  SHI  I  .IVAN  COXI  (Nelly)  sister 
of  Elizabeth  Stuart,  and  wile  of  fames  Sid¬ 
ney  Coxc,  U.S.N.,  of  Philadelphia,  l‘a. 
died. 

buried  in  St.  Luke’s  Churchyard,  Clinton 
A vc.,  Brooklyn,  beside  her  mother,  Mary 
Palmer  Sullivan.  Later,  May  23,  1889,  both 
bodies  were  moved  to  the  llaslett  Lot  in 
Creen-Wood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

KAI  L  STUART  BAKER  BURWELL, 
daughter  of  William  Chapman  Baker  and 
Kate  Stuart,  died  at  Minneapolis,  Minn,  ol 
puerperal  fever.  Buried  in  Baker  vault  of 
Presbyterian  Church  graveyard,  Morris¬ 
town,  N.J. 

MARY  ELIZA BKTII  (TURNER)  BAK¬ 
ER,  first  child  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth 
Stuart,  died  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Buried 
in  Elmwood  Cemetery,  Detroit,  Mich. 

SARAH  LAWRENCE  STUART  COOP¬ 
ER,  daughter  of  David  Stuart  and  Sarah 
Benson,  died  at  Morristown,  N.J.  Buried 
in  Evergreen  Cemetery,  Morristown,  N.(. 


ROBERT  STUART  TURNER,  son  of 
Dr.  George  Franklin  Turner  and  Mary 
Elizabeth  Stuart,  died  at  Dr.  Dunsmoor's 
home  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Buried  in 
graveyard  of  Presbyterian  Church,  Morris¬ 
town,  N.J. 

WILLIAM  CHAPMAN  BAKER,  JR.,  son 
of  William  Chapman  Baker  and  Mary 
Elizabeth  Stuart  (Turner)  Baker  died  at 
"Point  Stuart”,  Spring  Lake,  Michigan. 
Buried  in  Baker  Vault  of  Cemetery  of  The 
Presbyterian  Church,  Morristown,  N.J. 

ELLEN  ELIZA  CAIRNS  STUART 
WARD  died  in  Pasadena,  California,  at 
the  home  of  her  son,  William  C.  Stuart. 
She  was  born  in  New  York  in  October  1826 


Records  of  Green  Wood 
Cemetery,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 


Robot t  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Statement  of  herdaughter, 
Kale  Burnell  Lowry. 


Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
Records  ot  Elmwood  Cem¬ 
etery,  Detroit,  M  ich. 

Obituary  in  ‘‘The  Jersey- 
man”  of  September  30, 
1881. 

Records  of  Evergreen 
Cemetery,  Mon  istown, 
N.J. 

Robert  Stuart’s  Bible. 
“Minneapolis  Journal." 


Baker  Bible— entry  in  the 
handwriting  of  William 
G.  Baker. 

Records  of  Presbyterian 
Church,  Morristown,  N.J. 


Records  of  Vital  Statistics, 
Pasadena,  Cal. 

Bureau  of  Records  &  Sta¬ 
tistics,  New  York  City. 
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STUA  RT  LRTTI.RS 


DATE 


l«{)5 

Mairli 


Nov ember  2 8 


KjO  l 

Febt uary  2 


KJO  l 
May  7 


EVENT 

and  married  (i)  Robert  Stuart,  Jr.  August 
3,  » 8 1 8.  lie  died  July  31,  itSli^  ami  on 
August  28,  18(H)  she  married  (a)  1'lijah 
Ward,  who  was  born  in  Sing  Sing,  N.Y. 
Sept.  i0,  181G  and  died  in  Roslyn,  Long 
Island,  N.Y.  Feb.  7,  188a.  Buried  in  Wood- 
lawn  Cemetery,  New  York.,  N.Y. 

SARAH  BENSON  STUART,  widow  of 
David  Stuart,  died  at  Annapolis,  Md.  of 
"La  Grippe”.  She  was  born  in  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.  March  31,  1820.  Buried  in  Elmwood 
Cemetery,  Detroit,  Midi. 

LAVINIA  FIELD  STUART,  widow  ol 
John  Stuart,  died  in  New  Yoih,  N.Y.  of 
pneumonia,  following  the  breaking  of  her 
leg  in  a  fall  from  a  car.  She  was  born  in 
Michigan  December  25,  182.1,  and  is  buried 
in  Green- Wood  Cemetery,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 

WILLIAM  CHAPMAN  BAKER,  widower 
of  (1)  Kate  Stuart  and  (2)  Mary  Elizabeth 
Stuart  (Turner)  died  at  Grand  Haven, 
Mich.,  aged  92.  He  was  born  January  27, 
lSoq  at  Natchez,  Miss.  Buried  in  Baker 
Vault  of  Presbyterian  Chute  h,  Mon  istow  11, 
N.J.  He  was  the  beloved  son-in-law  ol  I  E. 
Stuart,  to  whom  many  of  her  letters  were 
written. 

JOHN  STUART,  son  of  David  Stuart  and 
Sarah  Benson,  died  at  Fort  George  Island, 
Florida.  Buried  in  Evergreen  (Woodlawn) 
Cemetery,  Jacksonville,  Florida. 


SOI'  li  (.1  S 

Cliui eh  of  l  he  1  1  .disfig¬ 
uration,  N ew  Y01  k  City 
lor  second  marriage. 
Records  of  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,  New  Yoik,  N.Y. 


Benson  Family  Bible. 
Records  of  Elmwood  Cent 
etery,  Detroit,  Mich. 


Vital  Statistics,  New  York 
( lily  Dept,  ol  1  leallll. 
Records  oh  (been  Wood 
Cemetery,  Brooklyn,  N.Y. 


Baker  Family  records. 
Records  ol  l’t  esbyt.cn  ian 
Clunch  of  Morristown, 

N.J. 


Statement  of  his  daughter, 
Marion  Stuat t  Ten y. 
Tombstone  in  F.v <  rgreen 
Cemetery,  Jac  ksonville, 
Florida. 


U)03 

September  13 


l()Oj 

August  28 


ROBERT  STUART,  son  of  Robert  Stuart, 
Jr.  and  Ellen  E.  Cairns,  died  in  New  York 
City.  Buried  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  New 
York,  N.Y. 

FRANCES  ELLA  STUART  BRIDGE, 
daughter  of  John  Stuart  and  Lavinia  Field 
died  in  New  York,  N.Y.,  of  cerebral  hem¬ 
orrhage.  Buried  in  Green-Wood  Cemetery, 
Brooklyn,  N.Y. 


Records  of  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,  New  York,  N.Y. 


Records  of  Green  Wood 
Cemetery,  Brooklyn,  NA. 
Vital  Statistics,  New  Y  01  k 
City  Dept,  of  Health. 
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EVENT 

MARION  STUART  FERRY,  daughter 
ol  David  Stuart  and  Sarah  Benson,  died, 
childless,  in  Dresden,  Germany.  Buried  in 
Natal  Academy  Cemetery,  Annapolis,  Md. 


WILLIAM  CAIRNS  STUART,  sou  of 
Robert  Stuart,  Jr.  and  Ellen  K.  Cairns, 
died  at  Paris,  Frame.  Ruried  in  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,  New  York,  N.Y. 

LOOP  BAKER,  son  of  William  Chapman 
Baker  and  Kate  Stuart,  died  at  The  Isle  ol 
Hope  on  the  Skiddawa)  River,  near  Savan¬ 
nah,  Georgia.  Ruried  at  Morristown,  New 
Jersey. 

ELIZABETH  EMMA  BILLINGS  TURN¬ 
ER  DUNSMOOR,  daughter  of  Dr.  George 
Franklin  Turner,  U.S.A.  and  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth  Stuart,  died  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  Ruried 
in  Lakewood  Cemetery,  Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

ELIZABETH  EMMA  RAKER  TURNER, 
daughter  of  William  Chapman  Raker  and 
Kate  Stuart,  died  at  Mt.  Vernon,  N.Y.  Re- 
loved  “Aunty”  and  "Cousin  Bessie”  to  all 
the  younger  generation.  Ruried  in  Ceme¬ 
tery  of  First  Presbyterian  Church, .Morris¬ 
town,  N.J. 

ELIZA  WARD  ELL  R  \  K  E  R ,  "I.ila”  to  the 
younger  generation,  dutiglnei  of  William 
Chapman  Raker  and  Kate  Stuart,  died  at 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  Ruried  in  Cemetery 
of  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Mori  istovvn, 
N.J. 

MARY  STUART  BAKER  LA  DUE, 
daughter  of  William  Chapman  Raker  and 
Kale  Stuart,  died  at  Mt.  Vet  non,  N.Y. 
Ruried  in  Cemetery  of  The  First  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  Morristown,  N.J. 
VIRGINIA  STUART  MACK AY-SM ITII, 
daughter  of  Robert  Stuart,  Jr.  and  Ellen 
E.  Cairns,  died  at  "Wild  dill”,  Seal  Har¬ 
bor,  Maine.  Buried  in  Woodlawn  Ceme¬ 
tery,  New  York,  N.Y. 


soimci  s 

Statement  ol  het  niece, 
Marion  Stuart  Ferry, 
daughter  ol  John  Stuart, 
son  ol  1  )uv  id  St  uart. 

I  l.S.  Naval  Academy 
Records. 

Records  of  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,  New  York,  N.Y. 


Statement  of  his  daughter, 
Alice  Baker. 


Statement  of  her  daughter, 
F 1  i  /.a  be  th  Du  nsmoo  r 
Clark. 

Records  of  Lakewood 
Cemetery,  M inneapolis, 
Minn. 

Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics, 
Alt.  Vernon,  N A’. 
Statement  of  her  niece, 
Kate  L.adue  Crombie,  who 
was  with  her  that  day  at 
Mt.  Vernon,  N.Y. 

Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics, 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 


Records  of  Presbyterian 
Church,  Morristown,  N.J. 
Statement  ol  her  daughter, 
Kate  Ladue  Crombie. 

Records  of  Vital  Statistics, 
Ellsvvoi  th,  Maine. 
Records  of  Woodlawn 
Cemetery,  New  York,  N.Y. 
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